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despaton No. 24 of 4l e 1N ultimo I have the
honour to tranesmit herewith & oopy of & letter
from Mr Justice Bonham«Carter respecting the
deportation of Mr L.W. Riteh.

2. Mr Justice Bonhame<Carter ie shortly
proceeding on leave and you may na;tdu it <
desirable to dil‘eﬂll this matter with him. s

3. Goueral Malleson hee not ;ct |
returned from the Congo and his report must
therefore be delayed some time longer,

) I have the hemour tg be,
Sir,
" Your mmble, obedient servant,



HoM.

ntn reference to your enquiry
concerning the depcrtation of Mr L.W. Ritch,
No. 8.10848/38 dated March 8.

1 waes absent from Mombasa from the
2nd Ooctober to llth November 1914. Mr Ritch
was arrested, 1 believe, on November 19 so that
I have little knowledge of his amotione just prior
to the deportation.

Mr Ritch had always openly taken up t

poeition of the Indians' advocate and the partisall

of théir causes.
B.afore the outbreak of the war I am of

opinion that Mr Ritch was extremely careful to

act with the greatest care in those capacitien o0 |

as not to transgress the letter of the law. ‘A.
During the very early period of the

war the community of Mombasa wee congiderably

dlsoorganined and actions had to be taken which

3
u;?e not neceesary in peuCe time; & good

numper of these aotione were Tesented by the
Inﬁian population and this resentment was-yoiced

through Mr Ritch to the military authorities. As

far as 1 am aware Mr m’tch'a manner was always /

perfectly deferential and the maﬁars nwh as,

under ofdinary oircumnsqoe-, ﬁi. progbrly - o
oundn for monprance. On the other ‘hn.aﬂ the" Load
ﬂntion wae o’k&q‘f gr-at atx;,,u ifxd ljx/mom 5 © .fr?f




botween t}m‘ Indians and the Militery wauld hnve

been much less.

At one time Mr Ritoh volunteered to

ragse an Indian Town Guard and 1,;- offer 8

a.qgepted. The Town Guard raigdd ‘by l(r Ritaoh

N
\dm not prov7 a success and had t-n bc du‘bs.ndcd

almost immediately. M-r Ritoh would not spprovq -
of the officers that it was proposed to give him.
In my opinion the movement of raising this Town
Guard was not a genuine one but a political
manoeuvre to get more power into the hande of the
Indian Community. I do not think that the
personnel of odfps raised by Mr Ritch was that of
a corps genuinely willing to assist the
Government .

I have no direct proof but I am very
strongly of opinion that during August and
September Mr Ritch was a distinct hindrance to
the slnoath running of the t\o!nnhip of Mombasa.

Durmg that time I wae Acting Chief
J\utice a.nd glso was in command of the Buropean

G"\u.rd and in consv.rnf. and 1n$1mnto
%mun!eltfon with the Otﬂ.d@r CQmmuiping 'rroopn.
F s ; have otn..
- o -qq‘
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