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134, Savmsber , 1981,

its attitude on non gp-operstion with the Goyepment and” +
sinilarly all the contgnts of the,petition presented by this. .
Association will perhaps be published when the matter is 4
finally desided.. I may mention that Mr. Shams-ud-Deen

hes in deference 4o the opinien of this Asmociation decided

to rofnfn"!?pq fighting the election on the platform of non-
co-dperatiop which his pledge implied.

Sinoe the submissien of the petition of this
Assbeig{ion. the repert of the Joint Parliamentary Commission
on Closer\Unign has been published and my Association under-
stands that. the B.4.1.N, Congress proposes to call their
session in Decenber. My Associatiem is of course, not eoncerned
with thejr programme but if they decide to contius the non
co-operatjon with the Gpvernmemt my Association will be cam-
pelled to dissociate itself %fﬂl all such activities
as the Nuslim community are irreveeably plediged loyally to
co-operate with the Government which pledge was conveyed $o
His l,;gqllonqy by this Associatiem by a Radio message two days
before His Rxcellengy landed on the shores of Africa.

The repart of the Joint Committee implies tbnt there
is roem for ghanges in the constitution of tie Legislative
Couneil of this Colony in-as-much-as representatives of the
Natives will be increased and also there appears to be roem
for increased representation of Indians. It is anticipated
that an Order-in-Counsil will have to be obtained for these
changes and I respectfully beg to rdqﬁut thit sanotion for v
the necessary changes suggested by this nuociltin (vis :
_reservation of seats for the Muslim '°'.Qw mmponhn 4
to their population and tho separation of their 'otia' Nzum')
should also be obtained at the sam: tm.
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an ubter impossibidity..fhw densni for s Comnon Roll
i mawely an ifffection imperted from Hindu quarters in
India and is totally unacceptable amd uud.ptnblo in
this Oolow in any fOl'l.

+5

resontmnt being shorn by;‘thi Hind\a aga.unt tho :coeptanco
of ﬁxo comm:l Roll by th. lluﬂ.iu Ihlch '111 doubtloss,

stop ﬁx Pl the desire of tho
llusiin con-mlty vhmh ineldonhuy hnrmoninl olso uth :'

gk °n

deaiu of tho hrqpom popnla,hon of tho colony.

hﬁiﬁ; the intenfio of v ‘nnnt to put i.n to
) Micﬁ thh recmu-nd;tlonl ndt harlin in order to .
aecartsin if there 1s any Oppoaltlon from the lnnlns

| then@g.,: 1 yay mmtmn that thu nwontio; has heon

| : ‘mt‘oﬁoo for tha hlt 3) ye;r. and ha.s at 1sfnntonly

' and popnln.rly reprossntcd tho mtorem of t.ho llnaln .
comit, In makmg thln roprountat wu thls Lsa; n.i;mn

i has caretnlly stm:h the vim .f n.n. the A@ xh. am all

| . Other reupoctod Iul:ll i-ndorl 'ho aro mcnberé of tho .

Rouni T;blo conf;renoi nn ni’ctue’ ;.ondon on the sanoet

y mentloﬁod in_  the.
requéltl tpﬁ\? :
striﬂtly éonﬁdentnl.

I have the honour to be, )

‘~Your Bxcellgney's bodn t
g é”m q{(n‘,,z.r"m
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begmnmg of next yon.r, 1t is ;hsolutely nocessary to \
pass a 1eglslat10n similar to Soctmn 5 (Amended) of
the Local Governmmt l&u.nlclpai Ordmance 1928 which would

enable your lxcollemy to nominate members on the Legislati
Couneil uccordlng to your iilcrot ion. lLy Association \}
undertakes, if nocossu'y, to find . auch su1tab1..and
respectablo citizens who would be quite willing to be
nominated.

liy Association has not thought it fit to hold

mass meetings for taking a referendum as it has not the
slightest doubt that it is voicing the united and unsnimous,
feeling of the whole luslim population of the Colony on
the subject in making this representation to the Government.
The unnecessary and untimely publicity whict «ill in-
entably be given to the deun of the Musliu community

to have a separate El

1 by holdmg mass meetings
of Muslins, will, it is appreended, stir up the Hindus
who may creste communal friction in order to fnistmtp

the secession of Muslims from the "so-called Indian
Congress”. It is obvious that if the Muslims secede

from the Congress and accept a separato Roli on"commnal
basis, the Hindus will no longer be able to contmue the
parrot ory of the demand for a Common Roll in the name

of the whole and united Imiian commty.

' It has been found m practioce that the Ccmmon
Roll of the Hlndul and lohmedm which is at present
gra.nted to the Indlan oommmty in this counbtry, is noﬁmrgﬂ
but the exploitatmn of thc 1nartmulat| )lualm popnlation '
and is m effect tyrnmv of &\o u‘hcuhto oomm.ﬁy. A
pemtf‘al con!lmn Roll of lu‘opoﬂ md Indim 10, therefore,

m uttor.....
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(a) on hearing some news from India will copletely
dislocate the machinery. of subordinate services
of Government and Burppesn commercial houses.
Indeed ths whole of " | iad Question” in this
%glom iaéutg:aii;wn 0 f-‘th:;.stcltssa wt y

e alm 0 ipdn commumity to prev

scrupulously all ﬁli%‘ enta?ing any Governe
ment or European offices is not based on religious,
sconomic and social’ grounds sl one; but th
antagonish is in no small measure due fo
polifical division whidy existe oving to-the
tefusal of Muslims in India and also in this
comntry to join in anti-British and subversive
gzggrammﬂ pursued so vigorously by the Hindus in
: the countries ‘

(b) As a result of the ressons stated in the above
paragraph Muslinms, potwithstanding their over- = -
whelmingly large numbers, form the bulk of what

"is forced to remain inarticulate Indian gopula’cion,
leaving, agnin, the monopoly of the Electoral Roll
to their Hindu brethren who, by reasons of the
-#p0ility mentioned above, can enrol themselves
almost to a man.

Owing to the Purdah System in the Musl im society,
majority of the femal® voters cannot trke advaniage .
of the privileges of the franchise off ~d to them
by the gdult Suffrage.

(d) I herewith append & eopy of a hand-bill issued

by this_Associati y last urging all Muslims
to_enrolthemselves,~f ile response, Elthough
%glte encouraging, has g no means been anything
tl]ikect){. proportion of the Muslim population in

e Colony.

The I‘ndiﬂl Congress have for the last ten years
followed such an inconsistent, oscillating and
undignified programme of aglal.smodio co-operat ion
end pon co-operation that the luslim commnity
no longer find it possible to acquiescs, even
tacitly, in allowing itself to be a party~to such
& programme; and the time has come when he Muslim
commnity must adopt a definitelydecided and
independent course in accordance With and in the
interests of the community.

(e

~

~

Ky Associatiom, therefore, requests tile Governmenf to
| place the kuslim voters on a sparate Blectoral register
similar to that of the Arabs, p.pp?;t}oning not less th;m.
‘ 2 seats for them in accordance wil't,h the numerical stréngti of
t! eir population and not necessarily the. number of registered
voters. i
Pending the campletion of a separat9 yqéers‘ ‘régister,
which my Association suggests should be introduced from the
béginning. veerees
-4
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reasons eluoxdated hereaf’ur, a.nd, it, is the considered

opinion of my. Association that nnloss uualms are placed ‘\ 1
on a separate, registeg, all,ottx_ng‘jhem propvortlonate {
number of seats according to thein ﬁﬁmerical’ strength based
on the figures of-Censud, the adcquaax of the. represanta.glon\
of the Hohammedan Indian populaﬂ»m will alwaye remain
an uncértainty and entirely dependent on ‘the mood and
good wishes of the non-Mislim electorate. [indu ‘
eloctorate can only be comxed‘into a moed of gmerosity if
‘he luslin commnity falls in line with the totelly
destructive programe of non-Maslims. Muslims cannot, on
“rmclple, adopt such a course which is manifestly against
the dictates of their conscience and the tepnets of their
religion. The reasons why kuslim p lation will always

remain at the mercy of the Hindus in a joint electorate are

as followa:= " e vy

=

(a) The Hindu qommunity have taken tha mllea'c
" =advantage of the indifference and n.ikc
of desire on the part of the Govermmenf and
tho Rurgpean employers in malntammg an
ullsm&mﬂ nce by om% tgm a min
aff of the followers of bo ¢ religl
who form the Indlan g:pulat ion of %}ia Co
and, consequently Hindy o have
carried ou seoret but & system:?lo Progranme
of allowing none but_ their. co-religists to be
ntroduced in any office or department of the
&ovemmen which™ employs Anan staff. The
same force has been at work in respect of all
the lar? and swal 1 Buropean firms and
¢ontractors, who cnploy iastic staff of clerks
or artisans. As a result of this state of
a;furl, the Hindu commnity has to-day such
a co lete nono y of Aua’nc servlces through-
out t e Colexq the not only lead and
control what c led dnn politics” in
this count nt eonstitute a posit Lveliaperllous
menace to their employers, who ma, one y find
thpnsclnl totally dependant on mercy of
heir employees in the event of a gener stnka,
which may be proclaimed at ay sll%xt political
uoonom.e or gocjal difference with their
loy _Such instances have by no means
%:gnta sent in this country,lb\';tl to-de, th)e1 ;
iatic serviges are 80 gompieie and s
:? the Hindu commﬁty tggtpany s!rl.ke he

“e8s
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very reluctantly felt the necessity of registering this
disclaimer especially as Mr. Shams-ud-Din has been a respected
member of the Association and has taken a very prominent part
in the work of the Association for many years; but this
Association must regretfully dissociate itself from the
activities of any member, when his action clashes with the
fundamental principles of the Association and Islam itself.
My Association wishes to place on record, once for
all, that the Muslim community of this Colony is pledged to
support loyally all measures ahich are calculated to be in
the best interests of the Colony and the country of their
adoption; and, in this connexion, it is not only their duby
to co-operate wi*h the Governmem but also with the Buropean
commnity in the terests of peace and prosperity of the

country; and, therefore, the Muslim caumunity does not wish

i

“40-be involved in anything that is derogatory to the harmony,

good-will and peace among all commnities in the Colomy.

My Association understands that on the 2nd November
or soon thereafter when the Report of the Joint Parliamentary
Committee (whioh Report, according to the forecast in certain
quarters, is sure to be adverse to the aspirations of the
Congress) is; published, the revolutionary section of the
Congress proposes to launch a programme ovf various forms
of disloya} and subversive activities. My Association
hastens to assure the Government that the liuslim commnity
has no intention whatsoever of associat ing or identifying
itself with such proposed activities. .

My Association further wishes to state that the ‘
Common Electorate in which Muslim and other communities are
~laced on one register has, in practice, proved to be very
detrimental to the interests of the Musl im-c ommunity for the

reasOnSaesee
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A‘IJ?MAN -1-ISLAMIA, P.0. Box 290,
: Muslim Assocmtmn) 1‘\‘,‘111&1’\"a Colony
October H :t, 1931.

His Excellenci Brlgadler General )
Sir Joseph Aloysius Byrne, 7.C. o5 KuBiBss CuBe
Governor and Commander- 1n-f‘h1ef
of Xenya Colony and Protectorate.

May it please your Excellency,

I have the honour to state that at zn interview
which the deputation of this Association had with your
Excellency, at the Government House, on the 29th August,
it was stated ~'early that the Muslim Association, represent-

ing the Muslim ,ulation of the Colony, does not associate

_itself with the activities and representations made by the

ian Congress in the name of the Indian commmnity, in which
expression is included also the Indian Mohammedan community,
which forms 43 per cent of the Indian population in this
Colony according to the Census.

My Association views with great disfavour and totally
disapproves the action of the Indian Congress which has
adopted thé’ very objectionable method of non co-operat ion with
the Government by blocking the seats on Legislative Council
and by refraining from taking the oath of allegiance to
His Majesty the King.

My Association considers such revolutionary methods
and disloyalty to the Sovereign as well as tp the emtablished
Government as totally opposed to their religious tenets.

In this connexion my Association wishes teo
dissociate itself with the action of one of its memters,

Me, Shams-ud-Din, who has récently given a pledge of non
co-operation to the Indian Congress. My Association has
‘ YOI eooees

=l




GOVERNMENT HGUSE

KEMNYA.

e e N2IROEBE!

No. KENYA
SONFIDENTIAL. 7 17th November, 1951.

. _ 4

Sir,
1 have the honour to transmit for ydhr informetion

4 copy of a memorial submivted to me by the Muslim

— associution und dated 3lst Cctober, and a copy of a letter
_— from this association tu my Private Secretary dated the
/
~ 13th instant.
Al
% . i have the honour to be,
~
M
N rour ooedient, nt,
[ !
~
h )

BRIG. GENERaL.
GCVERNGOR.

THE RIGHT HONCURALE MAJCR SIR P, JUNLLFFE-LISTER.
. P.Cs § \J.J:S. M.
5 BBCRETARY OF TATE FCR THE (tw 1ES.
= COLONIAL (FRIGE..

LCNDON., G.#.1.
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a iindee for many years. Tuelr
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memoriul a

ievelopment of considerable’ importance
a

puen & :

ana ¥ opend up wme question 1ffecting

Tiedian r@hcesentation on the Legislutive

Jouncil waicn was not before tie Joint
/ .y \ " j#
o S Lies g aplfmut } wdan, s, o G B
Select Jommittee of Parliament. A N ®
- ! - o Wiy
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S | e
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R Wi ; . 5 i
vecember, y.‘. walca I nave 1uavitel your
0

Lbservations gencrally on tae report
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iy C. Botiomiey.
Sir J. Shuckburgh.

Perms. US. of S.
'Parly-‘ U.S. of S.

Secretary of State.

Emf‘ conson.

or.

e R

. &
17399/31 Kenya L

th Janua

" 8eparate repreaentstum en the

-~

quy{ing Street,

// Januar_y ,1931

Sir,

I have,etc., to ack.
the receipt of your -Confidential
despatch of the 17th November,
in which you forwarded a copy
of a memorial submitted to you

by the Muslim Association, and

of a letter subsequently &ddresseé,
to your Private ngret.a.ry by the /7
Associatioﬁ.

2. The Muslim issociation
dissssociate themselves from tne |
non-co-operation programmé wioots
by the Bast Aftican Indian

-

National Congress and ask for

Logiula.nva Gouncil. They also

miixt P
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Muslim will retire on the 14th instant. Even if two '
Hindoos are nominated the resultant balance of
representat{on as between Maslim and Hindoo will not

o be seriously affected.
(" I have given careful attention to this matter
and I hope you will agree that the course I have
proposed constitutes a sound line of policy. This seed
has but newly been sown - if it has genuine sirength
it will germinate and produce a force of which we must
take account and be perfectly ready to recognise, but
we should, in my judgment, put ourselves in a false
position if we grasped it too eagerly and ran the risk
of finding that it crumble 1in our hands.

1 .ave the honour to be,

— Sir,

~ Ty
Your most obedient,/humpe servant,

5
BRIGADIER-GENERAL.
GOVERUNOR.




attitide is correct, they will nold thé indian seats

1n Legislative Council for the next two years during

the remalnder of the 1ifet1me of the present Councils

In the meantime, however, there will be ample
ofportunity for the Muslim Association tq demonstrate
its strength and convince Government of the desirability
of Securing Muslim representation.

If, on the other hand, the present members still
decline to take their seats, it will be open to me, in
nominating fit and proper persons, to select both Hindoos
and Moslems without cqmmitting this Government to a
definite pol]‘.cy3 of religious representation: and again
allow time for the developmeni of the separatist
movement.

8. Now as regards Municipal representation, this
Government has for the past dozen years recognised the
Bast African Indian National Congress. Last year
precedent was followed when the moderate party captured
the Executive. This year that party has dislodged
itself -by abstaining from attendance and the de facto
Congress has offered cooperation. I have, therefore,

decided that no break should be made with past practice

.- .50 BS-t0 meet either the views of the Muslim Association

or those of Mr.Jeevanjee's Congress from which I may say
the l&_uslim Association dlssociates itself according to
inféfmtioﬁ given vy its Sebr;taw, and I have invited
the’ Congress to submit names, to.me for nOmnatJ.on
expressing the hope at the same time that fully
_representative Indians will be selected. The Congress
proposes to hold an informal election at which amr
Indian may stand 'but I understand that the- Muslim
Assoa:l.ation will take no part mﬂlt It is the case that
in Nairobi last year three Hindoos;;" three Muslims and

qng,Bikh were nominated and thai one Hindoo and one
- ‘ musnm s

" |
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.attitﬁde is"cor‘recf bthey '.w-ill’ hold thé Indian seats

in Legislative Council for the next two yealrs during
‘the rema:mder ot the lifetme of the present Councils

In the meantime, however, there w111 be ample
opportunity for the Muslim Association tq demonstrate
its strength and convince Government of the desirability
of ’Seéuring Muslim representation.

_If, on the other hand, the present members still
decline i,;o take their seats, it will be open to me, in
nominating fit and proper persons, to select both Hindoos
and Moslems without committing this Government to a
dafin'lte.polic& of religious representation: and again
allow time for the developmer of the separatist
movement.

6. M -regards Municipal representation, this
Government hﬁfor the past dozen years recognised the
Bast African Indian National Congress. Last jear
precedent was followed when the moderate party captured
the Executive. This year that party has dislodged
itself .by abstaining from attendance and the de facto
Congress has offered coopgration. I have, therefore,

decided that no break should be made with past practice

4o .50 BE-t0 meet either the views of the Muslim Association

or those of Mr.Jeevanjee's Congress from which I may say
the Huslim Assocmtlon dissociatts itself according to

Tl

' 1n‘i‘ornatim glven oy, ity Seéretary, ‘and I have invited

the Congress to submit names: to ne for nomat:,on oy
expressmg the hope at the same time that fully ‘

_representative Indian$ will be selected. The Congress

proposes to hold. an :Lnforma.l electlon at which a.rw
Indian may s tand, 'but I understand that the Muslim

. Association will take no part in it. It is the case that

in Nairobi last year three aindoas;" three Muslims and
mum were nﬁninated and that one Hindoo and one
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. thaf antil a few mopths. ago" the Buggestion of separdte

3*

. -5;_,. L.

3, & &
Muslim Tépresentation has never "been made in’this Colony,

5. As you say the line taken in this mewmorial opens up
an. important question, but one, which in my view, fequires

to be ' considered withcaution. The Association claims to

épeak in the name of all the Muslims, Incidentally I under- -

’ stand that it includes some African Muslims. The request for

a separate Muslim representation is new and for the presentgb
until I obtain more definite evidence of the relialility of
its claim, I do not feel justified in advocating that any
immediate special measures should be taken to nest 1ts
request. In so far as Legislative Counciiris concerned the
Congress nominees are in possession and I am certainly of
the opinion that they should be required to fulfil the
obligations of membership or s. snder their seats. I am,
therefore, in favour of an amendment to the Royal Instruct- 4
ions to t@ that, if a member duly elected fails tod ~
assume his segt d;ring the first session of Council after ‘
his election without having a reason for so doing which
satisfies the Governor that he is nﬁt wilfully refusing to -
assume his seat or at any time;thereafter fails to attend
any meeting of Council without reésonable excuse;bf which
the Governor shall be the sole judge, his deat sh&;l be
declaf;d vacant and the Governor shall be empowe;éd'to
nominate some fit and proper person in his place. This
provision would, of course,not be retrospective iﬁ effect.

If such an amendment is mede, I opine that the
present elected members will at once take their seats. If

. so they can be considered to be representative of the

Indian Community as, qith one exception, they were elected

before the Muslin separatist movement showed itselfs It is-
the case that all the present elected‘\members are Hindoos, -
with the exception of Mr.Abdul Wanid who 1§ stated to be

g,qgn—practising Musitm &éd’iqﬂppt a mgﬁber“of the

Muslin Association and, if my estimation of their -
e attitude...
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two parties. Mr.Jeevanjee himself was, however, absent
from Nairobi at the time and subsequently dissociated
hinself from what occurred and indeed still claims to
be President of the Congress in being. His c!;u.ef
lieutenants, however, joined in again with the lcaders
of the extremist party and the new Executive so appcinted
have since corresponded with Government as spokesmen
of the Congress.
3. In Janua.ry'of this year the usual séssion of the
Congress was held but both Mr.Jeevanjee and the Muslim
Association advised their adherents to stand alcof from
the proceedings. In November when an election was held
to fill a vacant Indian seat on Legislative Council,
both Mr.Shams ud deen, who had previously led the cause .
of cooperation, and Mr.Pate. -ave an undertsking that,
if elected, they would decli... to takc their seat. ‘
Mr. Shm@n's action was repudiated by the Muslim -
Association. o

At the Congress session in January a resolution
was passed removing the ban of non-cooperation in
Municipal affairs. It so happens that during this month
two Indian members retire from the Nairobl Municipal
Council and also from the lombasa lunicipal Board, and
I have received representations in regard to the Nairobi
vacancies fmm no less than fpur sides each of whom
claims that I should consult then only, e.g. The Congress
Mr.Jeevanjee, the Muslim Association and the Eastleigh
Association.
4, Now the Muslim Association, though it is said to
have been in being for very many years, has only quite
recently come into active existence in the political
world. Its leaders admit frankly that they have taken

thelr cue from the Round Table Conference in London and

that...
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GOVERNMENT HOUSE

KENYA. s

—_— ] N (o) :1]

No. » F'EC'.'\IZD { AmJiFNVA

CONFIDENTIAL. | 20FEB1932 "

—_— | oL OFFICE 4 February, ludc.
Sir, 2

I have the honour to refer to your Confidential

h‘o Vs Despatch of January 1llth in which you invite my comments

/ on the memorial from the Muslim Association which was
transmitted to you with my Confidential Despatch of
November 17th last.
2. My advisers have, durimg the last fortnight
or so, had several interviews with the leaders of the
various sections of the Indian Community in which

/]
%o

their representative character has been discussed and
it may be useful if I discuss for a moment the
position of the parjies. You wo remember that in
January 1951 the moderate party which favoured co-
operation w'i‘tmwrmnent succeeded in ousting from

the Executive of the Bast African Indian National
Congress the extremist party. They elected Mr.T.M. 5 £
Jeevanjee as their President and Mr.Shams ud deen as

((/u‘d én«gf«/

the Honorary General Secretary end in due course
submitted to me the names of va.rioué Indian gentlemen k
for nomination to the Muni‘ofpal bodies in Nairobi and .,
Mombasa. In August last a rapprochement between the |
two parties wes effected and a new Executive was

placed in authority at a meeting of the leaders of the,

'THE RIGHT HONOURABLE ; i
WAJGR SIR PHILIP AUNLIFFE-LISTER, P.C.,G.B.E., M.Cop MP.
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES, !
DOWNING STRES i
Lonoow, 8.1




Council could be reconstituted but of course that

would hardly be possible at this stage. 1{ scems
absurd that the natives should be represented by on-
unoificial member only, whereus 20 voters ut the
Coast return u« ‘urcpean member.

The second matter is the propused sisal Ba
industry. I hear on good authority that Llmperial
Chemicals - through a subsidiar; compan. - are likely
to come in om a fairly large scale as they have triel
the sample bags at Eaguli an! iound them vary suitable
for their products. You probably kno -ore about this
than | do ior the prime mover is Colomel 2ullitt, unv
of the ‘irectors who pecentl; paid & visit to this
country.

ours 8i acerely,
J.A.. Byrne.

5ir feCobottomldy, ceColleGe,Ceie,0aloBe
The Colomial UGifige,

London, S.%. l.



PURSONAL AND CONK LDANTLAL.

Govermeent House,
Kenya,
Tast ifrica.
2 21st May, 1932.
Near ~vttoaley,

There are two pending matters regarding
which 1 think it is desirable that you should havs some
intormution later thun thut contuined im the iormal
despatches.

The fiyst is in connection with my
confidential despatch No. 21 of the 5th February on
the subject oi Muslim represeatation both in
Lerislative Jouncil and on sunicipal bodies. Tho
religious cleavags is growing and i bolieve now that

the Musli.s would b2 prepared to thruw ovor the

"Common .{oll" and accept nomination by the Governor;

but of course the [niians hare are very tricky, so
ohe has to act cautiously. | have made definite
recommendations to the 3ecretary of :tate in the
fifth paragraph of the above juoted despatch and, of
he d:cided to adopt m; suggestion, it might clarify
the position. - .ersomalliy -i wish that the whole

Council
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" one has to act cautiously. [ have made definite
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Govermsent House,
Kenya,
Fast ifrica.
2lst May, 1932.
Dear .uttomley,

Therc are two pending matters regarding
whnch i think ' is desirable that you should havs some
intormution lute thun thut countained im the iormal
despatches.

"he first is in comnection with uy
confidential despateh No. 21 of the 5th Pebruary on
the subject o/ Huslim representation both in
lerislative Council and on dunicipal bodies. The
religious cleavage is growing and i bolieve now that
the kusli.s would b prepared to thruw over the
"Common .ioll" and accept nomimation by the Governors -

tut of course the Inlians here are very tricky, so

recommendations to the 3acretary of 3tate in the
fifth paragraph of Athe above juoted despatch and, of
he d:eided to adopt my suggestionm, it might clarify
the pesition. - .ersvnally i wish that the whole

‘ Council



“
| yhich you are gﬁ?nning as reported
in paragréph 6 of your despatech. 5

1 bave eto.,

(Signed) P. CUNLIFFE LISTER

>
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o slare ,
Lo —ddad Bopdndencies e.5./Nigeria there
[Teers,
is provision that if aay elected member
shall for any raason.be absent from
g caladiint
the sittings of tha{Council for more
than twelve consecutive months or

shall be absent, except on the ground

of illness, from the sittings of

+

the Council for a period of two caleudd?’;
months during the session of the Council,
witﬁout leave of the Governoi, his
seat on tne Council shall thereupon
become vacant.

It is further provided that
in such a case the Governor shall
issue directions for the election
of a new memper, but there is no
provision for nouination insteud

N
of election. 9 Tre Kenya R.I. of
the 28th March 1927 provide for
nomination in place of clection
gnly'Where, afterva dissolution ,

less than five persons are elected

to

T

to be indi.an,llootod &“ors or if at
sy tine the nusber of Indisn Elected
"“nbcra is less than five.
é \Q‘ I do not rule out the
pn?ibility th'at circumstances may arise
vbic.)h' would jnntuy 1naorpornting in the
R.I. ot hnyl a. prouaion l’imlhr to v

tluf. cbtainmg in Nign‘n and tlmhnrb

an altn'natin to diuctmg& m

bi ;:Hon. But, s 1 have -.Lutdy n/,t
P 3

do not oone:.dar thnt ths tén ie .,

opbortﬁnn for codiidori;n?k iny?'lno‘h"*

menmﬂe‘of the R.I) un4 ever if 'st

should chom necosufy heruﬂu‘ 1 u—
/
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his seat m.ay be declared .’"xnt‘
and the Goveruor may nominate some
other parson in his place. lhe

. proposed amendment would make tne jovernor
the sole judge of the circumstances

which wounld justify resort to this

provision"gnd wuld (even though 1t may
Teasonably be assuued that such a power
would not in practice be exercised) #m

give Lo the Governor arbitrary power

to declare a seat vacant Tor a single
s“‘*h—i—wpnomiea—i-e)—fmﬁr\
onininn‘._fnn 4 dnagts T4 uqu

Cansntl Sty W\w.k»d
tnw—oh}wu.eg I %nside.x;zthut it would

absence,

be inopportune to make any amendment
in the direction indicated! at a4 moment

vwhen the Indian comunity will be
' confronted with the ﬁn?; thut in accordance’

)with the recoxmcnd ttion of the Joint
T

A )
i/ Sql&ot Committee 1o, cha,nge is to be 'add ¢
{ 3 A

{ 1 7
}n the sjsteu of/e’omubal repreae,nuation- '

i
P LY

i p ' 4 4. I may however poiny out_'t)ﬁﬂ‘; L0




have in my @onfidentisl despatch of
even date dealing primerily with

the question of native representation

asked you to review and—to-furnieh—

me—wi-th—your—views—ofr the whole

matter of the composition of the

T

o
Legislative Council. iou will when

doing so keep this question of
ka»‘a«

E?D}e??papresentation in sight >

though it seems improbable that
the position will have altered

in the course of & few months

Fe

Grac
so materially as to s you
\ sent?

to modify the views which you
haye already expressed.

3. I now turn to the
spscific récommendation in para.b
of your despatch that the 3,1;
should be amended to providet
J(thougb not with ¥ retrospectivgi
effect) that if a'mambe;vduly
elected fails to asauﬁé;his seat
during th? f;;st session of Council

his

i 4

»

”
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have in my gonfidential despatch of LI

i i i ith 3
even date dealing primarily wi é&?«_w/a//
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the question of native representation

acked you to review and—to—furnieh-

me—wi-tE—your—views—of the whole

matter of the composition of the

T

- No
Legislative g<incil. iou will when

doing so keep this question of
Mw\»;

E??}enzrepresentation in sight |

though it seems improbable that
the position will have altered

in the course of & few months

Grct
so materially as to eneb}e you

to modify the views which you

have already expressed.

3. I now turn to the

specific récommendation in para.b

of your despatch that the R,I.

should be amended to provide ' _ - ) ‘ =

5\
\ >

(though not with zgex retrospectivg 3 o b ;,

effect) that if a member duly
elected fails to aseunferhis seat

during the first session of Council i g

his
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sir,
‘ 1 bave eto. to acimowledge

the uocipt of your %mﬁdentinl dpap‘utoh

No. 21 of the 5th February cmmntmg

on the memorisl for the Bﬁ]}m Asaocutzon 4
regarding the representation of tho Indigz_: &
* . . Mohommedan Community on the Legislative
Oouncil of Kenys.
2. 1 sgree with you that this -

“ memorial ﬁpég'an important gquestion
which m.riquiru to bs approached
ﬂth}oint';on}und 1 note .fhnt'atproaex\w’ £
yoﬁ.do Mt’tﬂil justified in sdvocating

. dw spcoial nnlnres to meet the request

for uywhto I?aljm representatmn I
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nominated to repfusent ufrin ‘{nterests should
be increased from ove ta two, ‘

He had also dealt in an earher despatch dated M

17407/31.  25th November, 1931 with pegard=to the provision |
that the nominated native representative shal.l be
ohosen from among the christmn Missionaries.

That rostnctmn the Governor regardq as
nnnecessanly parrow and not in the but interests
of the natives. The despateh has been notod for
‘conmdorﬁhon in the ganml review of .the report, -

‘ A apecxfxc proposslm is that &n order to
deal with Indian abstention from the Council the
R.1. should be amended by giving the Goyermer
the powear to_ L~ such seats vacant and to

nominate mstead. . “The present R.1. contain

peavision, Wmn&tmn if po election is maae )

to any 1ndxsn seat. This pxonsxon definitely .

" . reddtes to Indnn seats ‘ut the new provision now

™ <p1'o}posed if adopted should I think be non-racial

P

; in terms.  In \ddltmn to an amendment of the
/ ‘B, 1. 4n mndmnt of the local Ordinance award would
"y afd'o hé re'itnred.

i It would be elearly undesirable at this
part;cmmmto mplanent the Governors present
‘propossl which should await the consideration of '
the report as & whole by the Beeretary of State in
the Light ‘of ] Gmrnor:é delpatches. Any

e amendments to the[R 1. or, the 1;&1 orum” 'ﬁhh,
nay then be required pan be mads as g lhalb ey
7 asiin the case of the despateh re@rding '
gm this' should be ‘noted to cato'\ up’ 4
genc;ul conﬁdemtion p’ug?p

“b} oa Vo
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B R . s ““{4’ Af/ 72 - WO . SRR, Thi';afiﬂdl i{ssues as regards Indians srising
. T . o i Cd- @A’ ” -7‘1/;4-/‘71‘-( 6‘.&-4‘"’ “, N : { ! f :
- s on & e By B Wi o s out of the Joint Committee report include -
2t s M = p el e e ¢“"““‘“~"‘“~“ ; ; (a) the Common roll h 100
g neE : h\’ »&—%Idudnf “~ ‘?4...) & 6‘1 e e el el (p.rngnp ) X
. d(,,,;d Tt e fan, 2 g Clz ..7 ; (b) the feeling expressed hy the Committee that

& fane /"‘:—\ﬁ"‘é L Z ©os ~iit-ie open to-question whether any inerease in the

d ,J wwﬂ ¢ ! m ,4 Asiatic representation on the Council might fot with
- ~- . advantage be considered" (paragraph 97). )
M o “" " Ro reference to the Common roll was made in the
M«/{ ‘w— Secretary of State's ’ridoxlxtiul despatoh on the

‘roportmor is it mentivied in-the Governor's

s. It is no doubt regarded as a ntter

) of hi@ policy for His Majesty's Govermment, and it

W Ao 34 W * may, | imagine be assumed that the Governor concurs
L“ : in the view of the co—itm that a Common roll is

‘ impracticable under prount eondxtxons.

? ":7"”1 W's e Aues As to (b) the Socret‘try of State'u Confidential

wa‘*; SAMM M,«M ‘ despateh said that careful comsideration should be
given to the views of the Committes as to Indian and
natiye ernsgnj:ltion. though he recognised that any
substantial increase in 'the inoffichl element will =
fnvolve aiffieulty by adding {6 tlie pumber of otrmﬁﬁ

“/ 'members, which is :lroadr ileonvaniontly large.’

. In his general despatel whﬁe dealing with the

qnuhon of p’tuo roprsnntatmn the Governor makes

bn'tla point nt A(Q)N

ie tegar&m,uﬂn rilpl‘uontltion the - (’h

s
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