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^ iveasss.
’-■ Re^erji::to ,.an/ the ;ijovamor on 19tlii' ^

^iay^ #d -a, of'..4th Way enumerating their '
I./.; in •re'gard -to .hospital accommodation & -
r ■''Procedure of--placing their patients in native wards,
I Ask that (iovernor be instructed to place such

patients in non-native wards. Pre-oald telegraph' ’̂ 
foim encloaed .

m
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; c-
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Jr-
Gov. Kenya Tel. 97 let June,1932

to tt-egram from ISssakh Sheriff :'sB= 
—•/SBfflJdJ' Mairohl,Kenya. Deapatoh followa air mail'^iKl

Prime ilinister's Pte.Secty. 1.6.1932 , . :
Forwards telegram addressed to P^M;,contents . ; 

identical with Ho 1, and asks for advice, - ;
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ly, ijtU wlasa
! ’

:C*u(>J**^, !
1

;/\\iyu»U«r).
fiIt appears to be in no sense a medicalI

T/U..

U.-fe

Isquestion tut I agree with the attitude of the 
D.M,* a.8. aa shown In para.6-9 of No.6.

(Sgdi'A.T. Stanton 
6.8.S2.

Mr. Mreoaton's .suggestion at though,, J 
not without attraotion, is not I thlnM praetlngl^iw'

'-i’-

polities. There are clearly ulterior motives ;

but It would seem .beat to limit the reply, to the t;
speciflo request in the telegram in No.l ttat the
OoYomor should bedireoted to provide accommodation

in the Asiatic Ward as in the past.
? Send the Gov. a copy of t'al.referred 

'■ •' ' ^ 
to in the firstpw'a. of his despatchj req^et hln

to causa' the sandare to be Informed that- the S.of S
baa^c^aoelved tdsir tel. regarding hospital
acoommi^lDahion at Hatrobl-. that ho waa unable to

oonhide^ it ® report
from the ^oVomor thresh whom it ahould have heon ■ j

■, BontSin aooordanoo with the prescribed procedure;
: that, having now-^eoeived a report from the.Oov.

the,8.or^8^p^n the mat^r.careful con&oi 
'•hut3Sl^t?l«V°®0^ ““ grounda which, would .jhatify

IsS;--i'sense delhlf^i; h^ •'l^t a-si^

sent to the Prim, Minister and eraquaht^ that itaw^i^, 
reoalpt key aiho hV h^otoowledged: add that each ” .,;:oftheahove.i^^^.was^o^ahie,hya
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THE SOMALIS IN KENYAi

A QUESTION OF RA<’E 
mOM ovn KAIBOBI COnRtlHl^N’l>E>‘T

The claim cf tlio Somalis in Kenya to 
be cl4M®d 08 Asiatic® hns entered a 

i plrnao. Whether these presumed de- 
Bcendant&of the Arab Sheikh Ishoak, who 
u regained os the founder of one of the 
great divisions of the Somali, are of the 

' Homitio or Setuitio race, they are ne\ er 
confused with the negro by those "ho 
know Eastern Afnca-

Tall, wiry, and lean, the Soumli cattle , 
traders, with their brightly eolourod» 
shawls and turban anti strong, ttnelv 
chiselled fcaturee of aquiline cast, are well 
known m East Africa .not only in the , 
towns but m the sparsely 
where the more primitive pastomi

.'ing liven around st'attored 
able cattle “ bomas.”

Id many of U»e prtncipal laws t>l Kviiya the 
Ubsali Sharifl «Jininuniiy sre inch..ipd r 
tirslly, as “Soinalus" as sd ad.hU.ni^ U 
IvKsJ (IrftniUoii of the word •’ Nslive 
oearlr It years' agiUtion, the l*hi 
have inLiiasted theb inLenUon to 
inent of UiaUoo from Jax 
10 Ihw colooy but in 
unless their 
admlUed.

native
poopl
wells

i« U^'e 
and muVa

pp«ri
« th»- 
.Vft.-T

IsbaaV SliariJI'
wy-

January neiu noi only 
ly but in British BornaJilarul also, 
claim U> be regarded as Asu 

J^oo-coaporalion by Indians 
past and political agitations on thr p 
UuTopeans have (aught 
Bom^ Bonuthlng, aod be is oow prep

^ftelde” wotdd £. "r ^sxamma.
'too thalr gfl#Tanc« ar^ not wally sr.rio.is, it is 
. oSf to the roast that they appear rumiidable 
'Sf.I tV.. Rhseiffa are ImUblsd far lesa bv

.m( Uiat , 
Moslems I 

tlie declaration I 
DiUves of 

I uses 
and that, as 
led with the 

OoosL

cease p 
neiu not o

Asiaucs IS 
. m the 
part of 

tha iiinibie.witt4^ 
preparuiB !■> 
tany oi <he

. only to tha inasa that they appear lur...
TBul ttw lahaak Shariffs a« tmuWsd far«isas«:-P
of thsir sutus under the law as "

lAtrica. They

i‘5!vu£lhsy hTvi wt totsmiaAi
AfncanasadldthsArabsof^e ___ ^

'Hw feeling of rosenUDeDt has now begun to 
take the lormuloppu *gitatkin. and is «n wpid

V
an teated to the main eoatenlton that ;* to 

' SJ^ts’^STs Indians. The Bbmalls alto pomt out 

reumeotation in the coonebs of the

V
\

I

I
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I ''■'5xny5^

^M4> Government House.Kenya.
Nairobi,

Nc. 2^0 Kenya

'■' -■ ■•' -u*.

:-

i

oir,

1 nave ti.e nonour tc rerer to my, telesiai- 
9'/, da'ced ist Juno, in v.'i.iC;* i,promt,sed you

a Uej^p^tcii oy Mr iiaii concerning a rele^jrtim sent you 
uy rej^eeentatives ox tiie isiiaaM: tiherrirf uonimunim- oi 
ihEuir'dtii'''with regard to tnc .nocpii-dl acco;.modL.ticn 
accorded to them*

ItO*

:r

- .li'■ I tranarai'it coplea oi v.,'3 ;etitionB aated 
ord and 4ttL lia^,^*fe8peo.tively, 
to lae reguestlftg tuat they Ti?,. granted

d-n 4igis’%t‘Bl>xod I’ou-v/ill retierooer that the. demand .

,*tui:coifflao(latlon'In-the Uslatio t-aid v/as one or the

2.•S \
fj x'.iiLCn v.'ere submitted

;r‘ s. « an intei'view

Ti / -

of t^o prpTlouB jietiltion^ l.e.

' Petition to !^ir KilTiard arigg In hay 1950^^ ;

petition to his (siajeety tne King in July, 1950.^,^ 
of the itinutes oi ' ,a|j| 

accorded to these persons on tne'.::tf.|

a>

%
y c*cls

ij also, transmits oopyhi .\a -x'tto^hjtiitervlew Tdiloh I

lath Hay, 19S2, ITom which you

X.-.i
> ■' .

will oOserve that i was -■ aj- 
from rantu on

^rtolid and iellglous grounds bvr|||la|^as unable to ^

■ X the demand for AsAa^io s^^?ii.ring the ^

M
‘d aympathetlo to the Idea of seeregatiO!|ft

s-
i

»1X;
.isere .. •..

V r- - .
' ^ x', p,ui,e.Bvii 
CCftOHIKS,

& M.u., ii.r.• »
f
.X

S:
‘>V-



.y 2

Vifcxfe ai^ttating not on humanitaria.: ^lounjis but purely 
£or political ffictlvee.

In my despatoh ao, 596 oi the 15th September,. 
1950, X 4e^t very I'ully wiUi the question o:' me 
status of these persons, v/hllst.^Slr naxold r^ittennaster 

his iespatch

a^so refuted t!;e' claim to Asiatic status; in fact in 
par&gropii 7. he advised very strongly against it, 
stating that!

-V,

4.

/

to you iio, 188, of IQ^h September, 1950,If

. - li^^P

"to give them the status in Kenya so 
'Jd-ifferent from.vhias they must have here 
"would: tend greatly, to •TSmsarraao the 
"ahmluistration or •this Sroteotorate,"

‘f ^

?:

In dealing with.-tueir grievances I observe, 
howevsi", tnat 1'did not deal speolitoally wicli the

Although it is true that bomalio 
the Indian viord,; 

in AebrUaxy,'192s, oy tho’

.5.

/
t

present cooqiialnt.

oojasioad cooanmodated in 
lilstru'o'tlona were

. Blrector- of iiedical'nnd Sjuiltary Services that, owing 
, to verbal objections to ti(0 prac'tl<re having besn mde - 

MU ,by of the iUtlatlo,vao‘^n tty, they-ware, no longer •-

' ' to be aoooomodatdd in the Aolatlq ward, u
S.' .Iii,;jur(.e.» 1928, the roprosentativbs ' of thin 

h' ’ > Oomnalnity ialuod the question with tho hlrector of 
u '- - . ■rJtoSioal'nrid Sanitary Ssrvlceo and were Informed that the

.y-;' ■ .i ' ;

^"■'‘'■'■.pWttio’n at the Native Hospital, Hairosi, did not allow

>&h'' \T&^6 on c<

!
-r

'A'

'■I* V
.>

t-Vi-

, of Boporote aooommo^tlon ^or momb^srs of diiierent 
M'^e%b^’19aO result of

' J , r^prosontations made to‘^:^QVmt8nt, , tho lawyers acting 
^ 'fcic^lie ^titiohoro wore l^ormod .thiit tbs:qu8btipn of 
:;‘;tte:;Ei9:Mw:vatlpn-of ono rdibjjf'Wiri-fof «ie aooomtiodat ion

y

.i
vipf inbmberB'"bf Co^iinity' oould not be

entertained ....• '>
ii,.;,

.A .A



enteEtairiett as, tie ie^uirements of tifit Gonmunlty

we'lb.’.in^iiciient to»£Ul a wexd,
'Eese^Utlbta would mean a number of bede remaining Idle.

result of further oorrespondenoe both 
and with th,e medical Department it 

taut the IBhaakh Bherrlff

vSf ;■
^?s;r:/ip5 '

2' : and as such

, Ti ^ ^

wltn aovernment 
, ..'.-subshiuently appeared 

Community were 
seppiate ward but

: 'a- --

not agitating for the provision of a'?-V-

desired admission to the accommodation
In fact it was definitely 

separate ward would not “be of any use
reserved for Indians, 
stated that a
“to .the Communlty“.

Recently they brought the matter to lard 
the fllreotor of uedlool end

8.

Eoyne'B notice whbn 
Sanitary Beryloes pointed1 out thnt was nov; no longer 

and tiiat no tiling would, 
to trie ward for jjLslatlco* - 

oe tliat protests wouldill
i qjieetlon of a separate ward

satisfy them except admittance 
Ihe result of such a step would 

'hs-likely to follow from that "Community; and that sip^^i
if lndlanB„were refusod"®-’"-

V

iI
■ "'^(rtsitB would cortaltay. occur 

'admiitonoe or aopommodation 
. of .the beds tielng occupied by aomalls.

M In their ward on account
?- 4-’-'
n? ’f:i ; “

Vv— .......... ..........
• place dn tnat these-persons

nn^e .Of'Somali and repudiated any connection 
- with the iwge "dumber‘of Somnli? tSio reside m french

*

3 ■■'u-'y
9. 'ainco then a further dovolopmsnt has toheni

have even refused to accept

3i i
^ ;nd ttflllm.somalllshd:^.?,!^^,^^'’

. Province ;f ms aclopy,'.il.thougJi they themselves

‘J>i >' >y1] , ' ^amlnlotratlotf In.thd-Horthord iTcntler ' , ,

€ Ifoxtiisrn jrontlsr1s oome
i

i''-:

mmm



16 :;

4

Province mill be as serioiLsly enioarrassea as 
of BrltlBli aonSlllajad.

in conclusion 1 would add t:^at tiie xpill 
which is mentioned in pEragraph 3. oi lord Passfield's 

■ despatch Mo. fel3 oi Sard jaecember, 1930, lias been 
“ delayed owing to the veri' great uiiiloulty experienced

10.

•es*

i in defining the term "Swahili" vmo, v.’ith Somali arid

'ul tnat nill. .others, were to oe included in tjie ter.iiB 
I have the honour tu be.

Sir,

■four most obedient, humule servant.

■m

(JOVER-NOEV
■:‘r' .

1

•ft.

■ -I- "..d.: f

I
^ 1r

Sf.I-..

i
■ - .g

1
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P.O.BOX HO, 80B, 
Hairobi.

2raiifel932-,

OOK.,c7;

^rv.-:‘.

.-Ji
.‘vv

H2S-EXCELEBNOr JOSEHI BYRJffi,

' GOVillRSm'^ED'G IK CKIEE::^ THE) COLgl^Y 05
.v.;'; .' ,x.,,v--■>■•' ■' ■' ■■- ,

, lEB’tEOHOUEtSra^^feCOlOimi ^EOKSI^ : ’ .,;;'-7c.v,,v; :vJi

uia IP !Pikiai''3cbtiga3mEi^HC!Y.
■ ' , , • - '^fe, tte^&dersigriedji "irepreBaB-batiSas- te',\ ' ' '■ f

‘^SSiKHisSHEgiBlrnCOl&i^^itiEiABstjv :ra‘Wja,ptR 6£;''Hairobl, . jJ 
: tn"1iaeftCr(SiTO'5Md ^^cftabit^j^|l'^®a^jj-,®a« ^ ,'"3:
■'SixoBllGQoy tp. :_g 
\'ai£otd;:vaS.5an" dpEbr^ttni$y»^dM6jS^»ci^yai^|xceilencyi ■ to \jo‘s

- ,■--- g—"<“““ T’'“'“““ “”
'■ . li'i'*>'.'At*itUa;same.''li'lme»,Xoai toelletiay,..wB'^eg to» 

i' n ' ±i ^bnctenaa' jaassfebs^

^-JE&arileucy^Bt YOluii&le time. ^ . .A

lSiS«!!p^»»^l.
.Bignad,' , -■ ■.'‘v'*'V‘ '

1iM:

oadeno.e iaa'Ba'iifae^a^ ^

lii
• jv'/.'';w

'v'V

W§Mi m\i

\
\i •' t

S! itlli.' '
Vv',.'i 'is
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4th Hay,1922.

«v-

< '
loi M.His. .Ehi.aellenoy tne iloyernor,

Colony and Protectorate of aenya,
HalroOi.

iiay It please lour ixosllenoy.

Ret Hospital Aocommodatlon - satlve olvlll

I-

1

Hos-pi>t;airb 4
In, aooordanoe wltn our letter daJ;H, ad--

dressed to lour jiioellenoy, lor Interylew on 1d»e ah&Te 
sucjeot, V/e,-'tlie repr'esentatlves of “EBsath Sherlrrv- 
community, Arabs", iiayej. the honour to suhmlt the roliidalpg 
lor your jsxoel\j.d^oyfB .sympathetic consideration!

1. rhat from time Immemorial, patients oi our 
oonffl!ualty,/.'fie.-the above named,-have been admitted into

-.Aslatia V/axd,'of the hospital, buS'a-few months ago they 
iiaye..been removed and plHoed in Native v/ard' bf -t^e hospital, 
althoiigh we,-were oooupylng Aei^tj-eMvard for the last 

' thlirty ,fl“Te years.^- ' ' , '

2, iChat we Werstafia from the Hedioal'hep 
tha-t they ...are not'empowered,; to place Bomalis in S

in ,&ie conneotlpn-wbivould lihe to state ^at we 
tee not: @3malisr«p| %sBaiai Sheriff Cgimnl^, 
•|>aeseiBlfagieme:..teatu:^'-ap.ether Asia^-,ln the

. , 4 ■, , ‘ s; Ehat. W‘‘‘#ere . lit c-o!£miinicatfMj»i,ta> the-
, Colonial' BeoretsiS;, OflV the BUhi'eot 'ottfcoHjnmqdatlon \h 

Rhik-VB ia8plti£i.Hr*i6 advised'dS t%t-i/e sl^uHi erect and

at.h:^:'£o&nS;“c!:Sa* etf etc (l^oples of which
•, ; were ■■|
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• w?re Ufttided over to toe Hon. Colonial Secretary) tnia 
imeBtiL:was dealt with.', tout he promised to deal with the 

i-A;_____ e.iihTni+-.H Vi 1 ft rer>ort to tne noaaes. oi■ ma'f.t.ar when he submits hie report to
garllament In Jingland on his return tnere.

..s ssrtrr;;-;. f =ss;
AMT /yTiavances* and a reply was receLved

dated 3.9.1.31,
tai' our g;irieianoeB, and a reply was

-to

ft s.We‘^©el-that the time is ver:' opportune^ that 
a delihte policy in regard to aQOve should be raeted out to us 
at an early date, oi!i};s to the fact tout patients wno eufier 
from various diseases are on taa Inorease*.

9 I’hat'we unierstand some people called tiiemselvea 
aomelis, after being iadilttea to .lospital, recover and 
obtSn-their disohaTgeB, also the Goverrine.it i-as sustained 

. i'os‘l;'1JO""-Boae extent in respect oi hedical lees etc lor w.-ioh 
■' we do no’s ourselves,responsiDle as the word oomarle

; do not apply to our cominmilty.

IQ mat lour Sacoellenoy oe pieastTd to Lnsticuce 
enquiries from the Hedioal Department, whetner ti.at 
Department has eo far suffered any revenue iron our 

shall oe grateful to know same.Gommunity,. if so, we

11' -tlhat -ia regard to uie word "Soraelt** we are con- 
flde'ilV yV*-&aelienoy, that in uie year 1919, auring tun 
His SooiXel'bp&^Hilward Sorthey's administration, ne .^da 
a deffiiiliB rulilsh^"^® "Somali" perhaps this tact
mightube £outii;'Oh records of the Government.

'' ■ ' m. -
12. TVint.-t'fr.doncluSion we are of opitiioh tnat this Is 

a natter of vl^afliitportanoe to us and as such we crave ■ 
redresB ,an(i relisV of the followings-

■■J

ii'--'fe'
f',’:

{■- •V
. . ■■ .,J

(a) We Eh-ould like to know vmy we were 8epdrd:tfed* - J-s

lb) m are unahl,| to 
ourselves unless 
Xstattcs In/the-colony.

(b) Satie'ttto.aie-unable’^n prolong until ^

■ -

: tre nave the honour to oe.

er'eht a separate ward i or 
tfirav^ane applies to otner

.'X

DUX

m..-
•X6ui- K-yneiian^^p, inost humhie tend 

^ ottedient servant, ^ .Vi
- tz/m

'r«': !E@ffia|il?/ES 0? BSSmi S.'UiWi’i CQLll.'i:iiX,

-Slciiro'hl, ^enya Colony.
'■i - ■ ' '
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IfOBSS OS ^ UnCBRVTEYf 
GRAKOaa) BY HIS- £UaiBI>IEHGY Tm gO-VKRICOR TO

THE-.ISff^C SQT/ftT.IS O.B'
HAIEOiBI, AT'aa.30,a.)n.l9/b/32.

'following were granted an Interview by 
’■BiB Excellency the Governor oonseqaent on tnelr petition 

of 4th l£^-j''l93a, oonserning the hoepital eoooimnodatton 
Bocorded. to memherB of their tribe.

r
- i

Bnialli a^d - lehaat - Kabr iunls.

■ -"iiSW.
EOhamed'^ed - Ka'or Awal.
Sheihh Xusuf ihdl - habr Awal. 
gheihh Aden ffsrsame - Habr.Awal,

-a.

roljaala.

Batlve Affaire iiepartmentMr. T.(x.Glenday of the
was also present*

a. aiB Excellenoy stated that he had studied the 
previous correspondence and that he understood that they 
objected, to being placed in, the same warde as Kikuyu,' 
Kavirondb etc. If this were so he would like to do sou
thing for them and others like them by way of a separate 
ward or by some other me'thod of segregation but the 
difficulty wee one of funds, Bvej^ smell tribe could 
obviously not have a ward, to themeelves.

3. Ali Hassan, Ha'or Awal, on behalf of the other 
represen'tati^SS a'ta'ted that.thjey vjere not Somalis anji-^ 
taut, therefore, 'they could not agree to a separat^wBm 
at alii :;Eh^ were Asiatics and so they should be 
lnto= the Asiatic card. -

S

4, His Sioellency in reply stated that' he could riot 
arioeptltha-statoment- that they were Asiatics* t^t the .

' motion had sOseady.been to the Secretary of State* ttot 
authosttlas of'their own country had been oonsul-tett 
they^^hai:definitely refuted thelx claim to be Aslatios.the

ftyid
y'

6i Considerable argument on the qpeStion 
^ring which His ^lonqy J^e Connor reltera^d th^^

^ '^iiS^if^^“co;SHgfe‘'?s^BSp<^rs the „
' ^llilh^SmTHarid^that they were .not So^is

"•v.'

i

4
having lasted■a; • <

* ' \ 2.?th 19.32.'T-
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T.^ftiiv SbariS aod Dan>t Tsmailia Commonlties.

56. The Ishaak-------- ---  ----------
■ , of ATab extraction from British Somaiiland. have for 

nia^y,yeal5.>been paying non-native poU tax at their request 
ifli^Olfa.-to be dktotuished from African natives. They have 
recilv^ 4olhing in retum for their extra contribution and, although^, 
owinff to their ocqumdon^ cattle dealers which compels them 
to puDue a vrandering Ule. they cannot all be provided with educa
tional fadUBes. they‘would be satisfied if arrangements were m^e 
to assist the educatojn of such children as are left m Nairobi. The 
fact that th  ̂ladal distinction has been recogmied by the acceptance 
of extia. taxation-estahlishes a claim to some wlucational assistance.

Sharifl and Darot Ismailia Communilits, noniad
peoples

- ,1

i
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-.-'-T*-' ---------
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Sir C.
SirJ.

.. G. dindle. - 
Prmt/US, of S. 
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Set-feiary of State.
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