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)GOVE;RNMENT HOUSE,
KENYA, .
EAST AFRICA. *

30th March, 193l ,
My desr Bottamley, ™~ / :
I have just received your letiter of the
%_4% Merch enclosing & memorgndun of what passed at en
interview with Canon: I\.eakey The Maragua-Tana scheme
- has been dealt with-By the Qentral Board anq. in my
opinion very fairly-dealt with, the "thin edge of the
l W | "wedes" danger being guarded sgainst, and adoquate
compensation glven (1 8., about 22 acres agpinst about
3 acres with other advantageous conditions added).
1 note that(a despatch will be sent t9
me on the subject of the po:.g’c:s reised in paragraphs
3 and 4 and also about paragraph 6. -
J. ¥r. Martin Johnston tells me that the ™7
Masai incident in the film ®Africa Speaks" is an ~ /
absolute fake produced in Hollywood. I have not seen
the “Fortnigﬁ%ly' articls but I will '
obtain a copy and ask the G. M. R. o
R " Yours since\ely,













| Ganon Leakey, who 1s very wel;‘? Enon.

Kenya' as a Mlssmnary among the 5 yuan _'h"'a:s‘. j;%e‘p ,

resented? natha nteresiés hoth on Lxecu

, and Leglslatlve Councll Jeame’ to see &11‘ Cecll
Bottomley and: myself ngo‘fid-‘a-:yz by appomtment to »)#
general ‘talk. g td

2. The first SubJect on‘wmch he w1shed to talk

N was the Maragua—'fana scheme for hydro glectric power f

. ‘(:\')\5 Ttor the Kast African Power apd nghtlng Gompany lelted
M\ He explained that when he started the enqulry as & i
~k ) member of the special tribunal appomted in Kenya he had :
Dlx an open mind and if he could possibly have seen hls’wa‘y_.,:
“, : to recommend the scheme without detriment to _na'tive o

interests he y«ou}d hav‘e wished to do so. In point of s
fact he could noﬁ , and he therefore signed the mino’rity’,';
report which he is very pleased indeed that the :
Sﬁecre_tary of State accepteg/.”" He explained that the

d\)\ L conipensation in iand vghieh would have been offer,edrto the
'j ~ natives for the area which would have been flb‘bded"on-‘“ k
the vana River was, in effect no- compensatmn at all,
&3 . seeing that part of it wis *vu'tually useless as land
for all native purposes and parti o;ﬁ\1t was not land
é which could legally be handed over to the natives. HYe
was very much afraid that if the minor, scheme on the
uaragua River where the power reserve now is should be :
edopted, it would only Be the thin end of the wedge for:
the larger schems which he regards as quite impracticablej
if due regard 1s pald to native 1nterests. Assumlng :
the utmost readmess on. the pdrt of: the Company to
e provide compensatlon in: land there 1s he says no suc:hbf_r
\ . land avallable.ﬂ_ It was explamed to Canon Laakey that
S " the




>

-
\“;gresent to commit himself ‘in regard to any proposgls’ﬂﬁx

7

proceed w1th that part of tﬁé é“heﬁe~1nvolylng

. demﬂopment ‘on the Maragua Rlver only w111 not eommlt N

the Government in any way to approval of the full

Maragua-Tana scheme ag: or1g1na11y presented nor to .7

' any alterations in the scheme for‘further development

© . involving the use of the Tana Rlver, that this state-

ment had been commug;gated to the Company in this
country who had been told that they must now submit an

application in respect of the mimor scheme to the

" Qentral Native Land Trust Board so far as concerns the

_utilisation of any land within any native reserve;

and that in reply to‘a further letter from the Company
which clearly indicated that they would wish later to
proceed with the larger.scheme; the Company had been”

informed that the Segretary of State was not able at

i _further developmenﬁ.in the Maragua Tana area or in

other areas of the Colony.»Y*z‘F: ot ~

] The statement of what had recently happened.
%as re-assuring to Canon L@akay. But he stressed the
fact that in his opinion the original proposal was
reslly only a wangﬂe to get extra power for five or
six sisal companies, and that it was not a fair -
presentation of the scheme ggﬁclalm that what was i
mind was primarily the requirements of Nalrobl w1th
extra power as an incident for the sisal companies.
Further, he gave it as his own opinion that: the right

place for development was Seven Torks, whlch would

not in his belief, ledd to the &isturbance of any

: natgves 5



‘Wlll be‘neceesary) be added to the 8 '1s_t1ng natlve

‘L Sop reeerves. He mentloned partlcularly natlve squatters .
7 it on 1and now held by Europeans._ These squatters are
N rreally in a cleft stlck because the land owner tells

; fthemthat, i t;hey are not satxsfled w1th the terms
, .whlch he' offers, tHey can go back to thelr reserve,
v i and yat ae Ganon LKZey mamtams they have no : :
/ LN ‘ ‘reserves Qo whi ch to: ‘go back. Bven Mr.Maxwell he says
' r;:rhas told h1m t,liat the squatters oan g0 back §p theu- :
"‘natlves re rv‘es 1f they are not satisfied. Canpon
Leakey‘s point s that\theré_,ls n\owhere in-the
R JiReserves as now gazetted o wp,;teh th@y can go back,
L because, in pomt of fact they did Aot go from those |

areas. They may be able to £ it in:somewhere and

somehow or other in. the gazetted native reserves but :
it isa fundamental mlstake to” talk of thelr gomg :
/ acg. Actually what has;;happened is that in:the .

past before Government or anyone, Mlssa,onarles

1ncluded had any 1dea of the faots large areas

of land whlch were apparently unoaeuplad but whmh

Y




o .‘fattempt to recover the land dlsposed of ~ Bu ‘th

”'leakes 11; all the more 1mportant 1n hlS oplnlon that

f_‘ff'.areas should “be, kept in reserve for possnble addltlon}

to the gazetted natlve resedvhg. , Lo
‘ The nexfx polnt whmh Canon Leakey ralsed
: 1s connected mth the land questlon Just d1scussad. P

: He says, speaklng ‘ag. T understand really of Kikuyu,

< that a very 1arge number of the native cattle now o
W have to graze on 1and in the’ occupatlon oﬁﬂEuropeans.

It is no;t a iu\estlon,wasqn the case of the Akamba
: chn Reserve, of the pas%‘nrage’Iand hav1ng bosn aroded,
g “the pomt smply,;s that there is no suitable lagd’
i ] ~_upon wh:.ch the cattle oan %raze. He suggested glthoug
";f‘he was not very deflmte on w thig pomt

"that ‘the payment for this grazmg takes: t‘.he form of

a free supply of m11k té the owner of tha land. The

: _result appears tc' bﬂhat tha natlves in thelr owzi‘ o

: "11k which is requlred for| the s

:  _, reservea have not thef-
e themselves and thelr f._‘}hes., He said that, he

nf*fnatlve was 80 fond of money thht it mlght ’well ba
that e would sell the. nnlk‘ 1f ‘there.’-were a market

¢ for 1t even though his b



© o angry it
' f&draw a comparlson between henya and modern Ru551a.

T,The would be glsd to see the remnants 0

'a‘full return for the contrlbutlon Whlch they‘made to

.fvloeal revenue. . Apparently he had not seen the full

' statement sent by Slr Edward Grlgg last year and now

placed in the 11brarles of the House of Lords and House

of Gommons. Nor has ‘he-seen the statement whlch is

i,rnow on- 1ts way. in. connectlon w1th the- 1931 Estlmates. s

'The one 1nsténce whleh he plcked out: was that pf -

;7prlsons. He said that the locsl author1t1es would

1nclude among_natlve serVEces“the Nalnobl Jall

;»because, in fact, 1thﬁhs full of natives: and in that

sense served the natlves. But all the labour from the!

Nalrobl J&ll went on non-nat1ie gServiges 1n and near .

: '"‘4Na1rob1 and he d1d not th;nk it fAi¥ to 1nclude that

. ~1tem 1n a 1lst of natlve servlces. . -

L6 A regards forced labour ha was very

)p90p1e ih €E>é country who attemptedto "

'f‘The 1mprovament durlng the 25 years‘whlch he has. llved l

'; 1n Kenya is, he says, 1mmense._ lee Archdeacon Owen




” 'Leglslat 1ve Gouncll

Comnnttee. .

i ,y; hmself or for o’cheze 1s called out

ﬁ',he had been dleposed to nove a resoluhon 1n the

‘t'? the tme had now. come when

jall compulsory lahour should cease “and that t'he :

Unofflolal Europeans would heve been entlrely w1th hlm.

\But he - was told that it would be: rather embarrassmg

"to the Govgrnmen’g, seelng that, nowadays the Qaly _
oompulsorx labourf is that ‘called out by Government and
180 he did not move the’ resoIntloo He reallsas that -

,’1t is the pol"oy to"’d*lspense w1th all forms of compulso:y
| labour as’ soon as practmable, and he reallses also

that you cannoﬁ do thls in'a mement of time, espeolally e'

. 1n the present dlfhcult financial 31tuat1on,

7 Cenon Leakay mentioned ‘the. quastlon of g1v1ng

‘ ev1dence before the Jomt Comm1ttee on Gloser Umon.
' 'Apparently he:)ha?been 1n communmatlon w1th Mr Hooper
"';and others and has put hle name to a memorandum whlch \

T the Mlsmonary Soo1etles w111 be sendlng to the .

He made it olear, however that he 1s not/ ’




mgnatory ‘he m1ght e 1nvﬂ" ed. : .
? Canon Laal:ey h'd a talk w1~thj e flr't about
o “the fllm "Afnca Speaks" and he is sendmg me a letter

/‘_«_"fprotestlng‘agalnst:‘the 1nc1dent of tha asai- boy, ' Q

; “V"‘whmh can go to the Board of Gensors w1th a copy of

Ll my mlnute. .

L ﬁ .‘ “We asked (,anon Tigakey 1f he ‘would- be good »
,enough to/read t’he A-aewer in the Fortnlg‘htly" to; whlch
the Sacrétary of State has reoently dra\vn attentlon

SR e

EaN lh M and let us‘have 1nformat10n as to hbw fa‘z‘ it is
qorrect in: regard tc facllltles for: natmes travelhng ;

“on the Kenya and Uganda Ballways. He will gladly do.
i thls and 1 .am sendlng hima’ copy of the magazme A _f

: ‘contamlng the artmle. . . ~ ;
i o e ) . ¥
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