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submtting ‘views on native land problems in

have not been removed!

mcls. a letter. from Peter Koinange

Kenya and enquires whether an acknowledgnept
should be made,

Peter Koinange is the son of Chief
Koinange who so iﬁlpressed the Joint Select
Committee on:Closer Union. Previous corres.
wiih Peter K. is registered on Nos. 16 and 26 on
17165/31 Kenya.

The first par‘jc, of the proposed publication is
historical and deals mainly with native claims
to land, which is a matter for the Kenya Land
Commission,: The rest of the article is devoted
to Government- action with regard gold and )
ninerals in Native Reserves.

I suggest that an ackt. of Feter
Koipange's letter would be undesirable, draft
reply to MiséWateon herewith. ’

(Sgd.)C.A. Grossmith.
4/7/33.

I agree. .

(Sgd.) L.B.Freeston.

1 fully agrée that no acknowledgment
ghould be returned. The whole thing is "Negro
'-o.i,‘kgi'f stuff (vide the idyllic existence on
,p.'z,r_,né ooxgﬁraabed wit,h;ihe fact of the slave
teade). s to the goldfields the Kavirondo

(8gd.) J.B.W.Flood.



Sir S. Wilson. )
I am sorry to differ from

L J
the Department, especially as 1 am only

acting for the Asst. U.S.S5. concerned.
But I cannot understand why the courtesy

of an acknowledgment should be denied
to Mr. Peter Koiﬁéhge. He may not be a
person of special importance, but he is

I believe, a competent young African native,
and so far from acting aiscourteously to him,
or through him to ola Koinange, the present
Chief in KiEﬁ;ﬁ, (cf. minutes and corres-
pondence Nos. 16 and 26 tabbed in 17165/31
Kenya), it seems to me very desirabtle to
treat Mr. Koinange with reasonable
consideration ¢ some aay he may return to
Kenya, and it cannot be to any one's
advantage that he should return with an
unnecessary sense of unkind treatment

from the Governmen. here.

I quite agree that there is no

- “Raed to enter into argument with Mr. Koinange,

*fiﬁﬁt Miss Watson be asked
sy

5y

B 5Ckow r;Koinange' s
IR o B L
and say that it has been forwarded
to the Colonial Office. I think then that
a copy of Mr. Koinange's letter and the
. enclosure and of the acknowledgment should 1

be forwarded to the 0.A.G. of Kenya for

information 1.f.

Aomtocomen) PG
Aoke Z B Gprme T
e SO z’jzgzﬁi??’dﬁ;,icj :
yres

[{;/,9—71 €

[ vourd
my 71 redd

2_ o[5S ts F"\"‘*‘(

Yy o /(6,7,L s/ (u/cd 1w¢zlt’/>/¥// o6 JUL 1933

~ <+ ho

L s kfm - h!»w{* &
. R

‘/,7 %m7 0 4

s

A




N AL
, DOWNING STBEET,LI’

/ WrITEHEALL, S.W.1.

' 24.

With the Private ecretary's

Compliments.




f, DOWNING Smum,[f’
A WHITEHALL, S.W.1

o

With the Private \‘*m'n’!ary'x

(omplvments.




L(S]UL\??X Q\{Jté

24th July,. 1983

Deer 3ir,
I em writing on behal? 3’&:?5\.
. Prime iicister to sgknowledpe the recedpt
of your letter of Ltk June, enoloal ng
& 0OPy 0: your manuscript "iie Agrarian
pProblem in Zenya", whieh has been
forwarded to the Colonisl O0ffieé

Yours Sruly,

Peter Loinenge, -3..

{




Hie kxcellency,

“The Rlgnt Honorable James Rausay dacDonald, o
‘10 Downing Street,

London,5.W.1,

England.

8ir:
I an sending to your Excellenoy herewith a copy of .y
sanuscript on land problems in Kenya Colony,East Arrlca,
prior to its publicatien.

1 am Peter Mbiyu Koinange, son of Chief Koinange wa
Mbiyu of Kikuyu tri%e in East Africa. I came to the Unlted
Btates in October, 1227 for study. I have just finished my

second year at Ohlo Wesleyan University.

It 18 an undeniable fact that the natives of Africa have
been benefited by British adaiinistration, for, regardless of
e rullures in so e respects, the British Governaent hus
shown a desire for rair play in 1ts deallngs with the natlves,
It 18 because I wish to belleve that this continues to be the
pollcy of Hie dajesty's Government that I am addressing tuls
letter to you.

The people of tribe and the other tribes asepoclatecd
with 1t, m‘eptoday glng compelled to questisn thelr faith in
the British Government. In thelr desire to live in peace and
Becurity they have been thrown into turmoll and distress by
the actione and policies of those in authority. I have specific
reference to the appropriation of Njunuland from ay father, and
other (of\ examples colonial poliecy such as the resoval of the
Kavirondo tribe from their land, when gold w.s found in 1931.
These acts, too numerous to detall, are responsible for creating
that doubt and change of attitude towards the British in Kenya
which, 1t seems to me, must surely lead to ill-will and conflict
in the future.

I, on behalf of the African youth, whom I love 8o dearly,
appeal to His Majesty's Government through yjou to redress these
wrongs and promote & policy by which both races can live to-
gether haraoniously in Kenya. I know that many oI your country-
men understand and align themselves with .ay people on this .
matter. I am therefore submitting to your consideration my views
on the problem.

Yours respectfully,

Ohio Wesleyan University, @

Delaware, Ohio. U.B.A. A
June-12, 1933.




By
_  Peter Koinange
e d Gh\io'mam University
| noh.mo. ‘Chio, U.S.A.




‘. THE AGRARIAN PROBLEM IN KENYA

Among the natives of Kenya it is the common belief that
the land'is the mothér of all the inhabitants of tne earth and

that ¥1thout the land mo living creature can extist, ¥itn this
‘ well. es,tgbiishe&'v'bé-livef in mind, the natiive rises up in the morn-
ing to find himself confronted by devastating locusts which eat
his crop '-and leave the whole country in starvation; by an army of
traders whose chief interest is to secure native laborers; by
depression; by settlers who are attracted by free land and free-
dom from taxation; and by a group of government officials and
. ml} missionaries. What is his attitude to thesge things,
eﬁ;oiuly to the representatives of an European civilizatior;
) and the problems they bring with them? What changes take place
"in the native society as a result of these contfacts, and what
"are the possibilities for the future? To gnswer these questions,
one should visualize the state which the continent of Africa was
in yeterday, its state today, and what it {g likely to be in the
futures
Yesterday, before the appearance of the white man in East |
Africa, the condi tions of native life did not demand continuous
manual labor. The climate was genial, land abundant, 1ife simple,
and wants few. The landlord, among the Kikuyu tribe, allowed
his fellowmen to c\;itivnte, pasture, and build a hut without
charge, The men might clear the ground, make utensils and Weapons,
b ¥».-milk the cows, himt. cultivate their gardmms, or participate in
: tribﬂ war, The boys herded the cattle and sheep. The women
haa the more laborious work of tilling the ground, gathering the
firewood, carrying the water ‘and verious oﬁs; aervices, This




parii:iuion, however, did not deprive the landowner of his right
"o ownership, nor did 1t give him the right to disturb the man

to whom he had previously given the same privilege of earning his
livelihoods

Under these condi tions the native population was increasing.
When the white man first came to East Africa, the attention of
the newcomers was directed  to the files of beautiful girls and of
dtalwart young men going to dance or festival, singing as they
went. With abundance of food and welth in stock, the Africans
had ample leiaure in which to enjoy it all. There was sufficient
land; a wide scope of activity for natives. Visitors, who were
cordially received, used to say concerning the natives that no
peoplé on earth were so well off or so happy. Captain Lugard
(now Tora Lugard) described my tribe, Kikuyu, as follows: "We
caught sight of a single native, (Migikuyu) and approached him
with a bunch of green leaves in token of peace."..."I lived among
them," he continued, "For close on a month and I was more favorably
impressed by them than any tribe I had as yet met in Africa.
We became the greatest friends and I had no hesitation in trusting
myself almost alone among them, even at considerable distances from
camp. I found them honest, and straight forward. They were extremely
intelligent, good mannered, and most friendly." These idyllic
conditions continued to prevail during the early years of the white
man's government., If they had continued there would be fewer
natives problems today.

But there came a flood of foreigners in three waves:

missionaries 'and government officials, traders, and settlers:-

-eaoh with a different motive: to lead and Christianize the natives;

to seek economic self-sufficiency; or to establish a new home.

All these groups pretended to desire the welfare of the natives;
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~ with the grain trader, a period of work for meager. wages, a return

-3 , \0

but in truth they were demanding that a fuller use be made of

the fertils land for their own benefit. Thé ground for grazing

was broken with the plow, and various crops planted for the market;
land-hunger wwept over the country; land was seized for the private
possession of the white man. The natives who persisted in living '
in the o0ld peaceful way were denounced as being hackward and
unprogressive. The new ideas became popular, and the white man,
stirred by his recial instinct for development and economic
progress, made them the guiding principles of his 1life; but the
native, at a loss to comprehend, was rushed along, vainly attempting
to adjust himeslf as the resistless whirl carried him along with it.
The native conservatism, manifested in the persistence of outmoded
- &gfkeul tural methods, accentuated the difficulties of the problem.
Dr. Charles W. Coulter, of Ohio Wesleyan University, who ha; studied

the situation in Africa at first hand, says on this point, "So con-

servative are the oustoms of native 1ife, by reason of the influence
’ of magio and superstitions, that a native farmer having a farm

beside an European settler with hisihighly developed agricultural
methods. finde 1t impossible as thaz years pass to copy the European
ferming methods. The mative continues in the old ways producing
crops entirely incomparable with his white neighbors; but he must
not and therefore will not easily change his methods,"

Here began the dreadful problems that exist in Africa today.
In the struggle for self-maintenance, the settlers took all the
land, ignored the natives, and left thousands of them moving in a

vicious circle. Starvation at home, followed by debts incurred

home to pay taxes and debts, a brief period of 1iving upon a marginal

bﬁnu. followed by & .period of actual want of food: this became the
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vicious circle in which the natives found themselves, with the

‘l‘.q_\nt that the native population showed a continuous decrsase. Among
my tribe, the Kikuyu, according to the estimate of Mr. Northcote, there
was a-drop in population from 968,703 in May 1917, to 708,394 in 1929.
. The natives at the present time very na turally look upon the com-
ing of the whites to their country as the cause of their misfortunes,
and especially of their decline in numbets. I? the evils can be rect-
ified, so that the decrease in population ceases, then that attitude
toward the white man will change. Thel;'c' natives who once were in

p.r.dile., have a germinal ambition to rise end become something other
and higher than merely unskilled lsborers. They are eagerly looking
f'ormd to gaining a livelihood and peage. They are conscious of the

_ fact that the salt, liquor, the loamm of money and promises of pro-

tection which the natives received from the whi te man in return for
the land and the natives' sacred oaths of eternal friendship have
been the roots of all their present evils. Yet, discontented and
oonuléua though they are of being exploited, the natives bear these
burdens in lilonoo within their own hearts. They desire peace, and
they undentmd that the maintenance of peace requires saerifice.
Unquestionably, they have kept, through the years, their promise of
eternal frédndship to the whites.

The white man goee to the other extreme in his point of view,
His ddepest desires are for the betterment of his economic position;
the possession of & place for expansion, peacé and govermment. For
€00d or 111, the white man and what he stands for must be paramount,
In his early dealings with the so-called backward peoples, he frankly

5 . 1°ok.d upon them not as customers, but as possessors of pouible

b.‘.lrn. the values of which they did not know and which must be
’uimrﬁ Posaible, by peaseful means, but failing these, by force.
: iﬁg ' ttnu.l dm of the white ‘settlers and of the Indians who




‘o‘a'lle in with them were more money, more m tive laborers to work for
ls'ettlorl, ‘more free land, more taxes from natives, and more'leisure
for thov_‘ut-tlers. v'rheyvo'bjectsd to the natives possiéssing a home,

an education, oi' ‘land of their own, begause the natives' enjoyment
.of the pleasures of association with his family prevents the father,
th:o wife, and the children from going out to work for the European.
4s a result.of this attitude of the dominant whites, no step has

been taken by the govermment © educate the few members of each tribe
who might in turn serve as épokeman in etp;uaing the needs of the
natives.“nm)at every government official promises land to the
'nativols. and to care for their interests. Then he files the promises

sin a drawer - because "it takes time". On the other hand, immediate

l.ir:tontion is always paid to the requests of the settlers. At their
instance, heavy taxes, direct, and indirect, are laid upon the "laxy"
natives, to force them to work so that the settlers may reap the
sadvantages.

This attitude of the white does not work to the real advantage of
either race. If there were a reciprocal give and take between the
races - if both would co'éparuto. as the natives are willing to do -
ka_ﬁyl could be developed to be an excellent home for nembers‘ of both
rau‘-. As the Hilton Young Commission in 1929 said, "The material
‘propserity of the white community is ims eparably and permenently
‘bound up with that of the black, and white settlement enterprise
)q ldim:ud only through the cooperation of the native races."
v'k the whites will work with the natives only on the basis of the
! producing and the whites' consuming. The cost of labor to
fve - mot .oven his 1ife itself would seem to be of concern to
domimant white settlers. Europeans, however brutal or illiterate,
qnﬂ.l-m with: the native situation, by the mere fact of
‘ mm as Buropean, control natives however superior the

oy 2y




,ldl thoirl only so lons as they are barren;

-value = ooa.‘l. gas, soda. gold, or other natura.l resource
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leeara thnt the native lands, pron‘ised to them "forever", ‘shall re-
that when anything of
g - is dis-
covered within the reserves; 1t will be taken from the hands of the
natives and developed for the profit of foreigners, and the lands
returnad to the mtivu, if at 311. when they have been vcomplefﬁly
atﬂpped of their wealth.

How shall we Jugtly measure the #thics of such treatment of" tHe

natives, save by the highest standards which the so-called Christian

“nations use to measure all dealings of one peOple with another? 1Is

1%  consistent for a nmation to uphold the ideals of world peace, dis-
armament, good will among men, ahd at the same time condone such ex=
ploitation of a less advanced race by a stronger? Cax_: a nation or a
government which gives promises with no intent of ‘keeping them deserve
or retain the confidence of other nations? Peace et Geneva, and ex-
ploitation in Africa. Will this world peace for which they are striv-
ing at Meva apply to the exploited Africans?

Wwith resf¥ct to the digposition of the gold fiedds, I believe
that the sound method of solving the problem is to allow the intend-
ing ninqz_'g q.gld’ the landowners to work together as a corporation in
developing the mineral wealth of the native lands. With the income
'hiéh iould acorue, the two races could both receive enough. The

nativo- would be able to pay the taxes and still 1live a satisfactory

i ntc. Pd properly provide for the education of their children. This
N lul(pstton may seem visionary and impractical; it will require self-
2 ooatrcl pnd a high sense of 'honor on the part of the dominant race;

‘pﬁ no%gnluuon of the problem can be reached which dogn et require

-nert—ﬁoo on the part of both races. If the whites insist



=8a

<« exploitation of the natives, the result cannotvfail to be a state of
hatred and fear and distrust between the two races. While the missions
and the government in Kenya have failed to introduce the spiricual

’ blessings and the elevating ideals of their civilization among the

native ;ace. the teaching of the settlers and traderé has been more

effective. The natives Liave learned from them how to fight with

their weapons. ’ N ‘

In looking toward a soiutién Af the problem which these facts
create, we.must realize that the tribal system of the natives, and
likewise the capitalistic system of the white man, will not last for
all time. Our problem essentially is the cementing and the pro-
moting of friendship of the two races in order to hasten the time
when Africa can be the home of man in a ssnse not yet realized.

-

What the distant future may have in store for us we cannot tell.

Given fuller opportunities, Africans may develop to an unexpected
degree. If such proves to be the case, increased ethnical knowleige
may promot us to desire closer relations, and the two races together
may work and develop the land. The Hilton Young Commission stressed
the importance of such cooperation of the races: "For whatever action
is taken in matters affecting native interests and the relation be-
tween the mhtives and non-natives has a significance for the particu-
lar subject or the particular country immediately affected, and will
have its reactions over the territory of Africa. The contact between
the white and black races in Africa constitutes one of the greatest

problems of the twentieth century,"

A poliey that‘Qill remove the fears and suspicions between the

- two races; and which will insure that both races may have a future,
g whi eh I;thouch not free from grave problenms, may be imbued with much
that is hopeful, is surely worthy of thought, effort, self-sacrifice,

.

‘and immediate restraint on the part of both races.




1, closing, that the natives will never be
!lltﬂ.‘.l hd:l' Jand is restored to them, The foreigner may
-hm m 'Qﬁ"-h of ‘p native land, provided he cooperates with the
o . lut;rc mn in dullnying that wealth. But he acts without noral
Juﬁﬂuﬁon -hu he gcprivu the native of his lands, even though
m: ; he compensates m- with & money payment. The promises of protection
L and u.fthy-m néthing to the natives as long as such a policy of
expledtation is followed. But if the white man makes good his pro-
/ mises by restoring to the native the eoil to which the white man's
: .‘wcmut guaranteed the black man an eternal possession, he will
nm'n win- the confidence and trust of the native. Removal of the
‘ ,,.m.,htr.d and fear .Ihich now mark the relations of the two races, must
be the first step in our progress toward world peace. Perfect peace
like charity must commence its work at home and then move on to
] Mm‘nd to the world. While this seems to be mainly a plea for
L Justice to the African it is even more significant in that it involves
& plea for Jllﬂu to oncoming youth regardless of colour or race.
Youth tlfwm!i?uo asking why they must bear the burden created by
the older generation, why they must pay even with their lives for the
llnl .-litod by those who siould have been concerned aboyt leaving
them c««hmtm of peace and prosperity. Any man who exploits
m I.nuv“nu OF race, exploits his own children to a greater
mmm he realizes for they must follow and reap where he has
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Parly.”U.S. of S. 22 July, 1977
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v Dear iiss Watdon, . B £ 4020
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Dear Mr. Boyd,

Would you please advise
whe ther the enolosed communication
ajdressed to the Prime Minister should
be acknowledged?

Yours sincerely,

M. LJclim

—_—

E.B. Hoyd, Eaq.




His Excelloncy,
The Right Bgnourable James Ramsay MacDonald,

10 Downing treet,
London, S.¥.1, #nglend.

8ir, .

I am sending to your Excellency herewith a copy
°f", my manuscript on land probleme in Kenya Colony, kast N
Africa, prior to its publieation. '

I am Peter Mbiyu Koinange, son of Chief Koinang
wa Mbiyu of Kikuyu tribe in zast Africa. I came tQ Lt{x_g
United States in October, 1927 for study. I have just_
finished my second year at Ohio Vesleyan University.

It is &n u_ndeniable fact that the natives of
Africe have been benefited by British administration, for,
regardless of its failures in some respects, the British
Government has shown & lu-n-e for fair play in its dealings
with the natives. It is because I wish to beliewe that
this continues to be the policy of His Ma jesty's Government
that I am addressing this lettser to you.

The people of my tribe and the other tribves
associated with it, are today being compelled to question
their faith in the British Government. In their desire to
they have been thrown into turmoil and distress by the actions ...
live in peace and security’ and policies of those in authoﬂ.ty
I have specific reference to the appropriation of Njunuland
from my father, and othner examples of colonial policy such as
the removal of the Kavirondo tribe from their land, wnen gold
was round ijn 1931. These acts, too numerous to detail, ;
are ro‘ponoiblc for creating that doubt and cnlngo of uQ@itud

towards th. Brituh in Kenya which, it seeme to ne, mus\

surely lead to 1ll-will and conflict in the future.




-I[ on bchllr of tne Arrican youth, ‘hom I love- so

dearly, appeal to His Majeuty 8 Government through yqp

to dedress theee wrongs and promote & policy by which both

races sam live together harmoniously in Kanya:_y} know

that many of your countrymen underg&agd and align themselves

I am therefore auhmitting %
Fta
to your consideration my views on thne problem. A?A ,

with my people on this matter.

Yours respectfully
(sgd) Peter Koinange.

Ohio Wesleyan University,
Delaware, Ohio, U.S.A.
June 12, 1933.




THE AGRARIAN PROBLsM IN KcNYA,

by
Peter Koinange
Ohio Wesleyan University,

Delaware, Ohio, U.S.A.
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Among the natives of Kenya it is tne common pelief
that the land is tne mother of all thne innabitants of tne
earth and that without tne land no living creature can exist.
¥With this well estauvlished pelief in mind, the native rises
up in the morning to. find himself confron.t.ed by devastating
Tocusts which eat his crop and leave the whole country in
starvation; by an &army of traders wnose chief mteres{ is to
gecure native labourers; by depression; py settlers who are
attracted by free 1and and freedom from taxation; and by &
group of government officiels and gospel missionaries.

What is his attitude to these things, éspecially to the
representatives of an European civilisation and the problems
they bring with them ? Wnhet changes take place in the
native society as & result of these contacts, and what are
=the poslibilitio- for the future ? To angwer these quest ions
one should visualize the state which the continent of Africe
wes in yesterday, 1ite state to-day and what it is likely to D
in the future,

Yesterday, before the appearance of the wnite man
in Zast Africa, the conditions of native life did not demand
continuous manuel 1sbour. The climate was genial, land
abundant, life simple, and wants few. The landlord, among 1k
Kikuyu tribe, allowed his fellowmen to cultivate, pasture,
_and build a hut without charge. The men might clear the
ground, mike utensils and weapons, milk the cows, nunt,
cultivate their gardens, or pargicipate in tribal war. The
boys -herded .the cattle 'and sheep. The
women had the more lebourious work of ti1ling the ground,

gathering the firewood, carrying the water and various other
services.




" & pew home.

services. This permission, however, did not deprive the

landowner of his right to ownership, nor did it give him the
right to disturb the man to whom he had previously given
the same privilege of earning his 1ivelihs'30d.

Under these conditions the native populating was
increasing. ilhen the white man first came to mast Africa, the

attention of the newcomers was directed to the files of

:beautlful girle and of stalwart young men going to dance or

festival, einging as they went. V¥ith ebundan¢e of food
and wealth in stock, the Africans had ample leisure in which
to enjoy it all. There was sufficient land; & wide scope
of activity for natives., Visitors, who were cordially
received, used to say concerning the natives that no people
on earth we;ra :o well of f and eo happy. Captain Lugard (now
Lord Luggrd) described my tribe, Kikuyu, &s follows:
"We caught sight of & single native, (Migikuyu) and approached
him .with & bunch of green leaves in token of peace".... "I
lived among them", he continued, "for close on & month and I
was more favourably impressed by them than &ny tribe I had &s
yet met in Africa. We became the greatest friends and I had
no hesitation in trusting myself almost alone smong them,
even at considerable diat-ancea from camp. 1 found them honest
and straight forward. They were extremsly intelligent,
good mannered and most friendly". These idyllic conditions
continued to prevail during the early years of the white
man'e government, If they had continued there would be
toygr natives pronwlems to-day.

;o But there came a flood of foregners in three weves:
ninionnri‘el and govemment officials, traders end settlers:
each utn a different notivqs to lead and Christianize the

natives; to leak economic ulf—-ufnciency, or to establish

All these groqpi p\rqtanded to desire the welfare
¢ " {1 3 Vo
3 ) of
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of the natives; but in truth they were depanding that & 3 ¢

fuller use be made of the fertile land for their own benefit.
The ground for grazing wes broksn with the plcigh, end
various @&rops Plﬂnfﬁd for the m‘a'rke‘at.; land-hunger swept

over the‘counga‘(;'»v land was seized for the private poasessior;
of the wnité man. The natives who persisted in living in
the old"peg‘coful way were denounced as being backwa. . and
unprogreseive. The new ideas became popular, &and the
white men, stirred by his racial 1natin;:; for development
‘and economic progress, made them the guiding principles cf
hies 1ife; but the native, at a loss to comprehend, was
rushed along, vainly attempting to edjust himself as the resise
less whirl carried him along w,ith it. The native conservatism,
manifested in the persistence of outmoded sgricultural
methods, accentuated the difficulties pf the problem.

Dr. Charles W. Coulter, of Ohio Wesleyan University, who has
studied the situation in Africe at first hand, says on this
point, "So conservative ;aré the customs of native life, by
reason of the influence of magic and superstitions, that &
native farmer having a farm beside an surogean settler with
his highly developed agric¢ultural methods finds it impossible
as the years pass to copy the Buropean farming imethods. The
native comtinues in the old ways producing crops entirely
imcomparable with his white neighbours; but he must not

and therefore will not easily change his methods".

Here began the dresdful problemse that exist in

Africa to-day. In the struggle for self-maintenance, the
gettlers took 2ll the land, ignored the natives and left
thousands of them moving in a vicious circle. Starvation

at home, followed by debte incurred ';th the grain trader, a
period of work for meagre wages, & return home to pay taxes

“and debts, & brief period of living upon a marginal balance,

followed by a period of actual want of food: this became the
vicious




vicious circle in which the natives found themselves, with

““‘ result that the native population snowed a continuous
,dochnae. Among my trive, the Kikuyu, accoip&%’ng to the
estimate of Mr, Northcote, there was a drop in poﬁmtion
from 968,703 in May 1917, to 708,394 in 1929.
The natives at the present time very naturally
look upon the coming of the whites to their country as the cause
.or their misfortunes, and especially of their decline in
numbers. Lf the evils can be rectified, so that the decrease
in populetion ceases, then that attitude toward the white man
will change. These natives who once were in paradise, have
a germinal ambition to rise and become sometning other and
higher than merely unskilled\\labouters. The'y are eagerly looking
forward to gaining a livelihood &nd peace. They are conscious
of the fact that the ealt, liquor, the loans of money and
promises of protection which the natives received from the
white man in return for the land the natives' sacred oaths
of eternal friendship have been the roots of all their
present evils, Yet, discontended and conscious though they are
of being exploited, the natives bear these burdens in silence
within their own hearts. They desire peace, and they under-
stand that the nmaintenance of peace requires sacrifice.
Ungueationably,-they have kept, through the years, their
promise of eternal friendship to the whites.
The waite man goes to the other extreme in hise
point of view, His deepest decsires are for the betterment: of
his economic position; the possession of & place for expansion
peace and government, For good or 111, the white men and
-nh m}-und- for must be paremount, In his early dealings
wvith the ‘go-called backward peoples, he frankly looked upon
tnl not as cu-to-p.but as possesaéds of possible treasures,
‘“ “m. ¢m‘h they did not know and wich must be
’,”n‘a. by pesceful nanl,,but failing these, by

l‘_t“' ’

of bl white settlers and of the
. Ind




Indians who
/came in with them were more money, more native

laborers to work for gsettlers, more free land, more
tlie; from nltijea, and more ieisure for the settlers.
They objected to -the nativee possessing a home, an
education, or land of their own, because the

natives‘ enjoyment of tne pleasures of aa§uc1at10n iifn
his family prevents the father, the wife, and the
children from going out to work for the Zuropean.

As a result of this attitude of the dominant whites,
no step has been t aken by the government to educate
the few members of each tribe who might in turn serve
as spokesmen in expressing the needs of the natives.
Almost every government official promises land to the
natives, and to care for their interests. Then he
files the promises in & drawer - because "it takes
time". On the other hand, immediate attention is
always paid to the requests of the settlers. At their
instance, heavy taxes, direct, and indirect, are laid
upon tné "lazy" natives, to force them to work 8o

that the settlers may reap the advantages.

This attitude of the white does not work to

the real advantage of either race. If there were &
reciprofal give and take between the races - if both
would co-operate, as the natives are willing to do -
Kenya could be developed to be an excellent home for
members of both races. As the Hilton Young Commission
in 1929 said, "The material prosperity of ;he white
community is inseparably and permanently bound up with
that 6f the black, and white settlement enterprise

can be maintained only through the co-operation of the
native races". But the whites will work with the
natives only on the basis of the natives' producing
Ltes' conlyum.‘ The cost of labour to the
cviq ﬁ&l Ll!‘ itlelf would seem to be
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A‘of anceﬁn 10 thexdbminﬂnt white settlers. Europeans,

hOwever brutal or 1111terate, however unacquainted

. 37 ; with-the native- situation, by the mere fact of their

2 being élasae& as European, control natives however
superior the latter may be to them phyeically,
mentally, spiritually, and morally. The white man
may knpw the injustice of this, may acknowledge that
the natives are strieing for life, may be Bympafnettc.
altruistic, Christian, yet be bars the way. He knows
J g that along this path and not far ahead lieg the race
conflict. He realizes that the equality whicn the
native is seeking means equality in a conflict for
existence on the only plane Dn'wnich ne chooses to
exist. As for the native, his defeat in the strife
for economic justice, means the fallure of bread and
putter for the children at home; 1t means living in
over-crowded hovels; 1t means physicel and
spiritual starvation.
The white man, it must be said, 1s not
particularly happy over tne whole situation. "The

white man's burden" which he bears is a burden of

perpetual fear, fear of a native rebellion provoked

by a native sens@of ill-tireatment. worst of all,
the white youth of today 1is forced against his own
; philosophy of life, a philosophy bvasically of fair

play and justice, to the nursing in this chamber<of

hatred and fear.
- " Apart from theee challenging provlems,( there

" is a question of unfulfilled promises. The government
repweatedly declared that the,native reserve should be

e . guarded "forever" for the natives. To &ny native this

‘pronine -enut that he owned the land wlth all above and

1nc1ud1nb ninerllp thut underlie the soildl

e

benelih 1! =

Kavirondo =




Kavirondo in the late part of 198l, the land which

possessed the gold fields was taken from the natives.

It is true that the natives were persuaded by presents

of money to grant a release of their rights to the

1and, but they were robbed »f it nevertheless. They

did not have the experience or power to bargain with

the whites. In a short time their money will

disappear, and the children of the Kavirondo tribe

will discover that they have been duped. From this

treatment at the hands of the whites, it appears that

the native lands, promised to tnem "forever", shall
remain theirs only so long asthey are barren; that

when anything of value - coal, gas, soua, gold, oI

other natural resources - is discovered within the

reserves, it will be taken from the hands of tne

natives and developed for the profit of foreigners

and the lands returned to the natives, if at all, when

they have been completely stripped of their wealith.

How shell we justly measure tne ethics of

such treatment of the natives, save by the highest

standards which the so-called christian nations use

to measure all dealings of one people with another?

Is it consistent for a nation to uphold the 1deals of

world peace, disarmament, good will among men, anc at

the esame time condone such exploitation of a less

advanced race by a stronger? Can & nation or a

government which gives ﬁroniaes with no intent of
keeping them deserve or retain the confidenc- of
other nations? Peace at Geneva, and exploitation in
Africa.. Will this world peace for which th.y are

striving at Geneva apply to the exploited :fricans?
Vith




With respect to the dieposition of tne gold

fields, I believe that the sound method of solving
the problem is to allow the intending miners and tne
1andowners to work together as & corporation in

ne native l.ands.

developing the mineral wealth of t
With: the income which would accrueé, the two races
could both receive enough. The natives would be able

till live & satisfactory life,

to pay the taxes and &
provide for the educat

ion may seem visionary and

and properly ion of tneir
children. This suggest
1mpractical; jt will require self-contdol and a high
sense of hénour on the part of the aominant race; but
the problem can pe reached wnich does
iceﬁn the part of both

jon of an

no solution of
not require some self-sacrif
If the whites insist upon perpetuat
ntinued exploitation

races.

arrangement that means their co
of the natlves, the result cennot fail to be & state of

natred and fear and distrust between the two races.
While the missions and the government in Kenya have

o introduce the gpiritual plessings and the

heir civilization among the

failed t

elevating ideals of t
native race, the teaching of the settlers and traders
has been more effective. The natives have learned
from them how to fight with their weapons.
In looking toward a solution of the problem

which these facts create, We must realiZe that the

trival Bysten-bf the natives, and likewise tne

capitaiistic system of th® white man, will not last

for all time. q@é problem es
promoting of friendship O

sentially 1is the

cemangipg;dhd the f the
two Taces in order to hasten the time when Africa can
be‘!he nome of man 1

ai .
<the,§a¥:!i may have ‘in store for u

n a sense not yet realized. What

s we-cannot tell.

Given



. moral JMIriation when he deprives the native of his

to which the white mean's government guarenteed the

0 5oy

Given fuller opportunities, Africans may dévelop to

an unexpected degree. If such préves to be the ce'se,r
increased ethnlical ¥nowledge may promot us to dqeire
closer relations, and the two races together may work
and develop the land.The Hilton Young Commission
stressed the importance of such co—operatio; of the
races: "AF‘or whatever action is taken in matters
affecting native interests and the relation between
the natives and non-natives has & significance for the
particular subject or the particular country =
immedigtely affected, and will have its reactions
over the territory of Africa. The contiést between the o
white and black races in Africa constitutes one of
the greatest problems of the twentieth century".

A policy that will remove the fears and
suspicions between the two races, and which will
insure that both races may have a future, which
although not free from grave problems, may be imbued
with much that is hopeful, is surely worthy of
thought, effort, selfesacrifice, and immediate
restraint on the part of both races.

I may repeat, in closing, that the natives
will never be satisfied until their land is restored
to them. The foreigner may share the wealth of the

native land, provided he co-operates with the native

races in developing that wealth. But he acts without

» 1md.}..'ev§‘n‘,._ﬁ_\ou¢h he compensates hifi'With a money
pdyl:nt. The promises of protection and sympathy
mean nothing to the natives as long as such a policy of.
exploitation is followed. 'But if the white man makes

good his promises by restoring to the native the soil

- black .
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o i, B oS black man an'eternal possession, he will again win
B " ) L the confidence andtrust of the native. Removal of the
. ' hatred and fear which now mark the Pelati;one 01.’ the
two races, must be the first stép in our'brogress
toward world peace. Perfect peace like ch#xity ﬁdst
connence;its work at home and then move on “to

‘Geneva and to the world. While this seems to be
mainiy a plea for justicc to the African it is even
more significant in that it involves a plea for
justice to oncoming youth regardless of coloﬁr ar
race. Youth is ev;ry;here sting why they must bear
the burden created DY the older generation asking why
they must pay even with their lives for the sins
committed by those wno should have been concerned about
leaving them & heritage of peace and prosperity. Any
man who exploits another individual or race, exploits

his own children to a greater extent than he realizes

for they must follow and reap where he has sown.




