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■^. ^‘’Jj". ’■ - ;,.-fa<>tory aimple answir to j^oiir d'iri>pt’'4U9,Btl,Bri. '

■■ ■ There aro a number of fobtora involved
"' i- vary In different areaa.

i| tinuoUB burning baa the effect of weak'etilng tfie
■i

fir«t to Gauffer are>i*ft>: flbor. annual
: ■ graeSeB with a aurfaoe reotif^ habit. .tEho, -deep,

' rooting or atolohlferous graaaea aurvive the beat.
and, tfeoa4 ■

In general, theae are of poorer feeding value than 
the annual graaBea and in oonaequenoe herbage loaes -'• 

. value aa the reault of continuous burning.

Ur. Flood raiaea the quest ion of taetae.
It has been shown that organized grass burning 
may produce complete extinction of some types of 

Another - moraltans
There,

are certain eioeptiona to the above generalization.fly. is recorded as mov-
and there exists in Africa a number of stoloniferoue 

graaaea with high feeding value.
Ing before bush fires, whilst in dealing with

lertonl the atoppege of grass burning may. be - The pasture
in the Onion of South Africa haa oeen directed to ^ '

finding such atoloniferous graasee posseealng high 
nutritive value and Capable of resisting droughts, 
overatooklng and burning. A considerable measure

desirable. However, in Kenya the fly problem
y ■. is not serious over the greater part of the

oountiy, and therefore the main issue need not be 
connected with it.

Areas badly infested with grass 
ticks can .be cleared by burning, and this is

Whether annual burning for tick 
control la necessary can, however, only be Judged 
on the spot, as tick control can be maintained in, 
many areas by occasional burning, l.e. in thoas 
years when experience shows that their numbera 
have increased above the usually accepted avaragd.

Ticks. _ of sucoeas with this work has already been aohb>%d. . ’ 
A plant cover on sloping land naturally 

checks eroslpn, and it follows that with the lirat Vvifil 
rains after the dry period erosion is much more 
serious from burnt pasturage than from non-burnt 
pasturage. Such erosion washes away the fine top 
soil, lAioh in itself is serious if the erosion is

- I
aevere, since such soil contains much of the ash 
from the burning, and in addition some leaching of 
soluble Balts (mainly potash) may occur, because the 
grasB plants are not in a condition to take them 
up before they are washed away or soaked into the

-'.V

deeper soil layers beyond the reach of their roots. >'

' Oaoerellj^, however, such, erosion is not really sevierB 
iinleaB the alopsa of the land are steep or it has bd^ii ;( 
trampled by etoolf. ' It ip after burning that the '

real

common practice.

<1

I
>f •: •1

of »>-nlng has It, ^

‘ vaiue^lBWfK graae, and moat of the finer 
grasses have a higher nutritive value than the 

Theae are also palatable 
In senaequenoe, young grama whioh< 

follows burning la muoh aougdit aftar by atoekj ' 
end certain of «iO' «nar aorta are slam oan- 
tinudualy so

m
iffls
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eoarser kinds, 
to at'bok.
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.;■ ■5*-" |i ■till be required to

^ • , 'v, '■■^- ■ .-V^^-:':!^

danger froB OTeretookin* ■rl«e«. Burjilftg 
ueueliy done at the end of tha diy Maaon 

■ and'with the firat ahowar jouag fraah

It literally apringa up "in 
Thia la eagerly Bought after by 

They nibble or gnaw anything they 
can find, pulling up planta by their roots in 
their deaire to satisfy hunger.

eupjires? or oheidt-the growth 
Whent grasaee. burnii^Ilei- permitte^^j 

manaeen.ent ehou:Uie:^sseor;$^ 
ao that young growth after burulii^ My ’^^ 

protected from too early

growth
; a ayatem of pasture 

with it.
rapidly occurs, 

i- the'night". 
■/■stock.

■;>/ ■>»- :J- . ,a*:- ■■fr V.
1-

iA'- u :............. A.-granny, n 
damage - which 1b

-a only by ■M.'
8ui)h management that

cuinulati,»e,,5/
•'At can be eheoked.They roamr--: > I wouldand wander about aearohing out any luaoious 

•‘fodder.

\ anticipate that the

~ “♦^'■burning are becoming noticeable,

and that a check

e»il effects:. ■ 
in Kenya..'O'

on the practice might be desirable. 
When^euoh a check should be introduced 
burning should be permitted tq 
be determined on the spot.

IS grean 
doing they trample the ground.

reducing its surface to powder and damaging the ' 
With the onset of heavier rains,' ' 

the soil is. in a condition whiph renders

grass roots. and when 
continue can onlyit much

more eusoeptible to the oroaive action of water.
..*■

Under those conditions, erosion becomes serious. 
Grass roots are laid bare 
the weaker and finer ^”***

as the result, and 
enee succumb.

■h'
The result ;

is loae of top soil by erosion and the loss of :
4th Augte. 193.*^

sir B. Wi:|,^en.
. ^^^rasses by OTergrasing, .toppling and death con-: 

/s^ ‘ •^uent upon the top aoil being washed

deep-rooting grasses of lesser nutrl- 
-drowth^survive over o .srlsf

../tniw'",.. “4’'the,real feeding value from the IdBl ■

•I

i I think that we shall have trouble overawajr. OiOj
this, as many natives win protest'that without 
burning they will have

groea

no grazing for their etoak.

-hole^usetlon of the adequacy of pa.ture in Keny. 
^ extent and 
that we mu at 

'i- put their

Issna of orders

■*V

-»1

-T.'

’ r7 ' "
quality, ie very difficult 
leave the local people to work

and I
j

;^TlBf|i«;^'t0^^^ti;ulitt.tl,.;fii.n grasaesltpl^ 

coarser, and.'>t'^ho ssB..^

'I own sal ration. But In approving of the 
I think Wo ehould aek for 

, ^:_th. orders toybe'Bent to us^and that

^.r'lnfor»«d.ln,dus;BourseVf ' '

■SJ^bi nadsV .

? V „ ■‘^''*Bs/general question:-

K'.V
• ■■

,,,
, i»i. ^ « young sraajl

.'■ ^?5,?ertaln afeas,-the
7-’jA 'A ''"'4 f'?^^^fiNy^;W'«ecSaSfcry,vaillut

a .copy of 
we should be / ,■

f any repreeentatlona that ’i'j

f ' 'fc-,' ■
■m;4.|

,-.4•upproaaion of 
In other* burn^nj 

^ ■„* -aejr
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/:•
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i" ' ■; ^ /■ 4*SKly other.j^rpo., .ppro,.., by: th.

V ’■ ^T' TT W i-'<'
riTV -.'.'^fgjyr '■ '\- 4-<;;.,-:J

k>II I*

>:. -«■: a,M^if «it- f'-;
' •

rft:
V r.ordPMSfleld'edir.ottbn-th.t;;
<4rd«p» und*r ‘bainIbus-■•§£•*!?'

Kl
:<

^tr .Jos.«ph Byrne oame in today and I 
ae said tbit in

5.V .■.?

motioned tiild proposal to hi™, 
►his opinion «|» approval

i' ^^shduld 5pt be 1 .sued'«thout the consent 
P'^^^^Wfiths SdSrata^: oC 8t*»»oroae oat ’ ' ■ '
is ‘ -Tl,

ft; should be given, that theof the then
- ■ ■IV-'' ■•h-rv T-^■r:f matter had been fully discussed^ vexed iptestlan of oolleotions of aoriey'anona by the Provincial 

everyone sas satisfied |lat 
of the native

Commissioners and that 
it sas in the interests 
and he did not expect that 
trouble..

nitive oonsunlties. nr my opn part, t a*;'; i'f

0not sure that this question of 
i|,'wlUnot

grass burning population'
there would be much

'■

and I ehglklJbe
Tory reteotsnt to «a)te this case tie oooaeion

:fpr dropping Lord Pasefleld's stipulation. On the general question of dropping the
requirement that all Orders made under the ■■that in saying that the omnibus^■t

Clause Should bo referred homo.stipulation should remain in foroe until more ho preserves an 
some of them would 

would be 
Secretary of State,

open mind, merely remarking that 
bo Of a very trifling nature with which It 
really absurd to trouble the

experience of the use of the sub.clause has

been obtained, we should point out as in
is Kr. Parkinson's minute, that its use will be 

^:^rv very rare and that emexiganoy use la allowed for Draft despatch herewith.
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-■SSv/^ _ ^ . J
Downing Street,

% Hoy^mber, 1934,

GO.
■ ■>.

I lb.

.....
1 mlliam. .: .

:■ Mr.

Mr.PtOfhfn.;/!'

Vi SirC.Alhmhy. 
Sirfj, Mibm'ik 
Pmni.l !.S. ofS. 

'■V.,^P«ly.\.S.olS. ■

• . S^^^ oJSUb.

.'i 'm ;•!
,;. I have eto. to refer to

the second paragraph of despatch 
^ . ^ (copJlderiu^(^of the 16 th of

September, 1933, rst;ardlng the issue

‘5

»•’

T' ■
KSTl. .

of Orders by Headmen under Section
aOTODBHTIAli.

8(r) of the Native Autliority

Orlinanoe,for the purpose of oontroll

Ing grass burning in native reserves,

and to state tb^nt I unable to

#■

Ij^aob the reoeipt of copies of any 

f' ,.f^*‘*-**‘* which may have been issued

«or the partl^BiUr purpose.

I acoordingly b^

ttaA:'ACTIOI^ ' 0feJ4CW-4« you will Inform me whether
.;■ <

Vu^ 'Orders have in fact been issued andi'r->

KliS'
1vv»*.

fubjeot ofj^preBentatione,

»l bars beenlii|.
c' <-k.m

3* 4 a'

I»
-

■iiv

r?"

i



illiK#:,;,
iu^^i.; SBotlon 8(r) for'the- 

■k.»)?rp<?8e» meniionad in'^^JSpat^

V
Of the, Ord^^e ':.a^|g

Doming Street,

September, 1933.
I'-'.’ .

15to of jlaroh. ■« \v
■f / p«w. v.s.t,fs.

- Parly, us. 0] S. 
SKntary tf Sunt.

1934, and my, vk
i--;,

I here etc. to aoknowledge the.fc-jf the 30th of Mayi-

"^Slv
reoeipt of your Confidential' ■■ ■iim - deapatob Ho.76

I, haye, eto. DRAFT.■ r..

of the 14th of June and
% ■' to inform you that I5

1' 1:;.
L?v

- v"V nm, 
,iiinmTiiflo»wi>B»giii.

0,1.G.

* (8S«J-> P- -CUNJ-IFFE-LIETER am prepared to approve the issue of Orders by

of the Uative 
CLt.

Authority Ordi^oe. with a view to,(oontrol 

of ^<1 bnmalagi ef graa

'.f

f ■
headmen under Seotion e(r)

3'.I:-'*-

■ r •■

m f natire*•/ preserve8.f 1 ■'1 i

/'■ ikrfJ
ii: In view of the faot that.2. somemku interference may be caused with native oastom■}>

ft ':, -i
• ;fr. ,
- ■

..te:

■-.i

'■a -r
In the matter of grass burning and thatJ -&F- 'fWJC-- 

*»

■i

protests may be received'. I should be glad toI
. A W “~7

be furnlabed withMl a oopy of tii» Orders whlohC3

iiS
B«y be Issued and to be informed In due course

Kliitt-f
’■:

. ..: e* «ny representations that may be made.
i—f

• vr^

■

rtU. I

t: : lith regard to the last paragraph of-l.
•J^.; ff.*; I I ajpjdreoiate your view¥■rmM';

ISiii
>0V.

. that mma^sseaiyr ,^ble
■■

?; wi' ouiy be oaased byf. '■■ ft ?r. •;PlW

i Cl&

'' ■»•,.<1 -V
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rJ:m^
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in qnnsUon to liolSoorotaijr .of State, yet I #9

vt * 3 :A„;
li■li"% .■:Yv

•noV'thiBlE:-tiiat'it'la 'a4vj;BatXa"*oi' " •'ir "4#“’

,, alter th'8 reaulremettta'la^tf'Soifa in JerjfeiifaBoftali'•

^ .i,'

••f-

I- ■ ■"'J-

g'
"1s; OonfUential ioapatoh ,of tbe let of uay 1980.

■v .

*la not to be o*pa'tto*,ihat the powers given by m{;

:.> •I^ aI#otlpa e(r) Wiil to be useA with any degree :
i > ' '

the first InstanoeV of freqaeney.^tha. present being 

't sines l«ra FaaBfieia’s despatoh was written J and

I ataergen^ use of the Seotion. la allowed for in the
*

%lf^ pareerepi' nt lord

'.-J

: ■

ao^al|«l4||» sentence of, the
r-

\
::fassfieia'a,de8patel». in the olraumBtanoe«yI 

; thlnt that the atlpnlatien sheold reiuln ih fi^%v’

,•■7'

,V

;#•
■■ wfc/ until Bome fBr»era»}.ertenoe

i-rVKU/',,. T
aab islaa

r ■ ■ ■•■■■ '

has been e^tained.

P"
I have, ato.

USTB»-OONLlFf^'(Sad.) P-
:•/

ii> •:x--

JSPifear
'V,^m

F; m:
. ■ .5
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Government Housi^,' - 

Nairobi,il.
Kenya.

V' • • .1f^ECEIV.in 
1O0uu93i 

P- O- REQl
^ jupr, 19 33,

fc "V '■■*■.:: ■-

t\
S'

sir.

I hai^e the honour to reier to Lord 
SaasfleXd'B Gonfldentlal deepatoh of the 1st’May, 1930,

oil tpe BUhJeet of a hill to control and regulate th* 
> oplleotloD of money from datlTee, In

d>
part^jgh S. of 

which he gave Instructions that no further use waa to

bo made of the power granted .hy Section 5(rJ of the 
natlre Authority ordinance without prior reference ‘ 
to the Secretary of State.

2. Jit the last meeting or jerorinolaX 
CaiaBleBlonera, held Inij^ar*, the ijuastlon of the 
oOBtrol of the burning df gyaaa In native Keaervea 
waa dlaouased and a ttnan^ous resolution passed aalclng 
that repraaantatlona be made to obtain yotu- consent 

’^to the Issue of orders by ueadmen under Section 8(r) 
of the aatlw Ihithority Ordinance, Chapter of tile «‘ 
leara of Kenya, for t^4 parpoee-.

r

. -~>
Oia burning of grass at the end of the dry

■ ' . ■

seasons Is a very oJ.d established oustoin among mimy pC

3.
f

the native tribes at th^s Colony. Its oMeot la to

destroy the old gass and so mahe room f oy thd^,, A-r

_ youhg shoota whtWi sjpriiie up after rain hsis fallenr 
pst^lit after by> the. stock. A' j,at,-

"• aulA I ■)

f '' "'i

I ll ji.im

9

mm
m^assmlil
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T

.-: ^ 1'”'-

' f _V' '*-' o>y*otlon,to g^ipmrftjng, hmntn le that tb«

*•“<* *0 “t tnt tb« roots or the grass and so.411. 
title to destroy the grass altogether* is addition to 

''^■' >ti» dostmetioD of graaiog'Hius brou^t about, there

m -'^•i

.fcf a?

%•i m:¥ ■ -'A
h-..

Wimpt:v
my\-

iet^ grairer danger ar ioll erosioBr^^tleularly 
in relauon to hill sides aliers eroslo^is naturally

\
kora rapid than on plains.
■any harmful praotices found in native methods of, 
agrioulture shlch

Ibe custok is one of the i*

are gradually giving wn^a more/
ideas, ihe more enftghtoned native'opinion is 

no* opposed to indisorlminat'e grass burning, and one 
of the aere advaneed Local Satlve Councils has 
a daaoltttio^"’asking that JSSadtien 
the ;i^aetlca. .

passed

be empowered to control

4, lie Director of igrlculture is In general 
*»feenent with the proposal to lli^t the burning 
off of grass, provided there Is no prohibition

where land is required for breaking
up asm planting^

6. If‘permission Is given to Issue orders

**®*^''W aCw) fox tbs control of grass fires, 
orders would of .course ho limited to- 

■4* Seelraiile to HtTolaa the
■ lit- ■

eases

^s.A poijer in tba
tarests of the Datives and there would be no"l:

^v^®iestlon Of interferi^,.with. legltlma^agxIo'ulturalv'|i„-,U.

r" ihinoijHu re^at .

wear;giwk' irtiVa, ^ .

, 4*00 dalagated, to Serova th,^'l»-ue
4irthor#&tnasoer4fer ‘ , J 

*****-^ fjjesw*. ':"t ■... ,

1
v'.W

»IBi



7^
: "..J- ' ■ '■'•

i

6H&
■¥*;

■ 'In*oe«auy. to 
» detail of 

a matter for local 
to auggeet that In mattt^* ' ■; 

reoonalderation tlionld be given to the ' 
■hotiid not exerelse hti*' 

to the Seeretaiy

l|**" 
»

wTaSrCb U. eeeentlally 
.and would venture 

or fiilB eort ■I

iodlBlon that the Oovernor
•• • dlseretlon without prior referenoe*

of fttate.f

I have the honour to be.

Sir.

Your moat obedient, humble aervant.

ACTING GOVJSaiNOR.

i
■ ^

i'gv
J- [4^' Ci;4/1^- 4'4 fM■Vf';

V

%.''W,

*♦■'
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