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Secretary of State

Could we have your instructions on this 
please? Tl^e letter in the cutting is olearly, fuj^. of mis
statements, but I presume that we cannot send Mr. tt^liamS ^

Do you wish us to brief him 
with regard to the lines of a reply which he himself might 
send?

a statement for publication.

18.8.34
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2^nd August 1934.
Dear Private Secretary,

I have your letter of the 17th of August 
encloaing a cutting from •The Croydon Advertiser*, with a 
letter froe Ur. B.J. freeman entitled *Cold Digging in 
Kenya*.

Ur. freemad's letter contains a consider

able number of mls-atatementa, and I am sending you a note 
on ^>yore important of these vnieh has been prepared by 
the Department for Ur. Williams' information. I should 
make it clear that this note should not be regarded as an 
official document for publication, and that it is not 
desirable that in his reply Ur. Villiaas should disclose 
the source of his information.

Yours very truly,

The Private Secretaiy to 
Hr.flmibert >111 isms, iP.



./

1. Johnstone Kenyatta oame to Hn^jland of his own 
accord in February, iaa9, and hue not seen near iCenya\
since; ^hough he is, of course, completely ^t liberty t .• 

i'he Ki^cuyu Centrii^ , 'wl

whj.cl. h^- is "General secretary', i.- :i sm-ii a^iirepress:.taJS*< 
body of malcontents whose claim to spea.: for th', tribe

K
)retiirn if hu wiaheo

as a wliole cannot be aami te l.

xhe ^uitition in paragraph i.j not fru:.. the .;..i„ive 
Lands Trust 'ordinance of l?.jO, but fro;:: a .Yhite ?a; .r
published by Kis Majesty’s lovernme.et in iy^.- . 
indeed a solemn pledge, out not " ilie la.v ot henyu ; and 
the amendment of that law ii. December, 1932, iii no .Viy

I" • i'. j.

infringed the pleige . The ai.,- n ::i-*nt, moreover, hn ; 
remained a dean letter, no -S^ci-tfiT^iiuvin ; arijen to mtike

use of the pj.vers wliich it confers.

The entry of European prospectors into t;:e na'i.e

reserves naa noti.irit: .vnatever to tio .vitn in-c n.enctnn.t

of tne Native Lands Irust Ordiii-uice . dovenu-A-nt' s .iction

in permitting such entry^and in regulating the aoti.-ities 
of tile gold miners, iias bven basou tnrovigiiout _n the 
Kenya Mining Urdinanoe of i'J.3l, the main lines o. ..nicii

were appr.^ved by tne Lauour Jove.-ui-.unt uefore it left

office in -.lugust ot that year.

Condition in the goldfields are described oy two•k .

eye witnesses - me Secretary of o ate iiimself in scvcr’al

speeches, from which ejctracts are annexed; and tne . isi.o: 
of Croydon in a letter published in tit.- ’’Tiiaes'' of me 
19th of May, 1934.

5 .
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5. •Mr. Freeman writes "In 1930/;51 the Kikuyu 
lost hundreds of acres of raluable land 
power station".

for a

The facts are these:- 
The Eleotrio Light and Power Company, which 

supplies Nairobi, applied for permission to flood 
1,430 acres of native reserve in connexion with a

new generating plant. In the interests of the native 
occupiers^ tJovernment refused permission; and after 
further negotiation, a revised scheme ..as unproved, 
and has since been carried out, involving the ..:rfAnt 
of only 3.8 acres of native land (in addition to 17.3b 
acres of adjacent Crown land) . as compensation for the 
loss of these 3.8 acres, 20 acres were added to the 
reserve; and the scheme was agreed to by ti.e Log .1 
Native Council of the district concerned.

^>5
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^RBERT G. WILLIAMS. M.P. VICTORIA STREET S W

17th nUfcUSt 1934

The Private Secretary to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
Colonial Office,
Downing Street,
London S.W.1.

Sir

Mr.Herbert Williams who Is away on holiday 
asks me to send you the enclosed cutting from the Croyaon 
Advertiser of the l8th inst. with a letter from Mr.R.J. 
Freeman headed "Gola Digging in Kenya".

There are a great Variety or obvious unti’uths in 
this letter but Mr.Williams does not poasest the necesst^ry 
records for a detailed answer and would be grateful, therefore, 
if you could furnish him with a Memorandum on which he could 
el ther^iae 
send t5r\i 
that thMi;

se a letter to the Croydon Advei-tiser or which he coul< 
te Croyaon Advertiser with a covering stating
.iemorandum had been prepared in the Colonial Office.

Mr. Williarns’ holiday audresb is as urider-:-
Pinuon Manoi' iiotel 

Finaon, Sussex.

I am Sir.
Your obedient Servant

for H.O.Williair.s.
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