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The Secret:xi-y of State has received the
i N
attached letter from Sir @

ord H'ox znd would be
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e is T belim, a principle of, our
law, or, at any rate, of our practice, that when -
lnybod.y 18 murdered and the criminals have been ™~ - .
lrrestad ami dealt vith no compensa?tan is payabile ,;7-
“to the relatives of the victim eithar by Govénieat
or by the-Tocal rate payers. In the‘ caso_of S
. ulichus,ﬂmge to pz-cspeiztyL 'hich .u; =
rrequontly hild fust be due to negl igqme onvthe‘ il
po.rt of the local police, compensation has been, :
and is ﬁ'equently, levied on thefﬁ‘imunity or othar
adninistrative area, ‘but I have never heard of

compensation being paid to the widow of & man




relatives of - pabpla who 30 ud aoﬁh ?acn
in semi-civilised districts, ‘and to !dlat

such a principle would be, I thi@k. mmowp'
serious thing., Tt is qnito :llyin ble for
the Government of an undeveloped tom‘i%
to guarantee the 1life or property of anyqu,y_,
and if people chogse to settle in outlandish
parts, they must be p:qpared to take the

consequences,
The only way I cnn’think of in

.. of Kenya, yviz,, stir u? an M,
to write semi otﬁcinlly. instead or going ‘about
| it in the open with an appeal to the Government)

P., in this country

which compensation can be made to Mrs. ‘Q}!ﬂ :

would be if a collective fine were i
the tribe, the members of which lurdored her

“husband. But that would hlrdJ.y be fair, .

.
since it has not been nnmdm the tribe,

as a whole, have donsmtu. l&!h
individuals who may be presumed to have

committed the crf-’o have been Wﬁli

hanged, I dé not see tluu. how any art
punishment can be inflicted on the i
members of the tribs.

If you sgree with w.maﬂu'

that th.ﬁuz‘:cply WM“&

'/27. 35~

; Itnﬂunm&uﬂ%

compensation would not be
Semini if her husband ﬂm
she had sustained her injur
That no Colonial W
to pay compensation in &
thoro are no funds ave

/ﬂ a.—d) i ,}2/7./’3.

k(%tﬂl\
A,;,w.




> .
". s Mr. . "
d 3, % " %
i ; The Secretary of State has received the - =
{ g attached letter from SiF G4fford Fox. He is not

: Bure whether any further reply is required.
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Dear

| 24th July 1935

a2

Thank you for your letter with regard to the
case of Mrs, Semini. I of course do not suggest
that the taxpayers in the United Kingdom should
compensate her, but I should have thought that some
oompensation would have been payable by the Fast
African‘Authorities, Surely as they have the res-
ronsibility for the maintenance of publie order,
any infraction of this must be a mtter which eon-
cerns them very closely.

I am by no means sure that if British subjects
settle in a colony administered by this country on
the understanding that public order is meintained,
they are not within their rights in demanding com-
pensation whén, owing.to the failure to maintain
order, natives get ouf of hand and commit ‘murder,

I have to accept, of course,- what you say,
but I cannot agree with you myself as to the applica-
bility of the prrinciple you mention, Great Britain
is. a civilized country and it is not fair to compare
conditions here with those in Kenya,

In the circumstances, therefore, I think myself
that the lady may not be content to allow the matter
t0 rest where®it is anmd I am not altogether sure that
she can be blamed if ghe adopts this attitude,

T~y §7L;‘ cene !
Ghe Rt. Hon. laloolm MacDonald, WP, /. 12\. L L
Colonial Office, S.W.1, ( . A




4 Mr. Flood. ”’7
g My,
: ’. My,
Sir C. Parkinson,
Sir G, Tomlinson.

- Sit C. Boltomiey, 12-7
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DRAFT.

SIR GIFFORD FOX, .P.

-)poo'r lady has ‘the fullest

" DOWNING STREET,
ol
2ol July, 1985,

>
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Thank you very -much

for your full letter abeut the
b!-a-, o)

- case of Mrs. S€mini,

I need hardly assure you that-the

;ﬂsympathy ‘of nivself and of__'gho
1ocal Government in Kenya.
Unfortunately, as regards any
payment of compensation, there are
no funds from which I can direct
any payment to be made, and I 1
hardly think that it would be
proper ror)u to invite the

taxpayers in the United Kingdom

to compensate her, A e ig /



Indeed, bad)her husband been

murdered in this country, I do—not om. aSweed "
AN (l\
5. (o
think that emx compensetion would be
payable to her, especially having regard
to the fact that the criminals responsible

have been arrested angd have suffered “phey~
; e § 4t
extreme penalty of the law. Sinil}arly, 4
_-no’Colonial Government ¢an admit<1iability 2t
e T SR -
to*pay compensation if such cases and I' . . A
Cammet” Koy e e 3
sen-¥ suggest that the/Government should . | &=
o : B BT
< @0 more than it has dome. I demdt think "

that the question whether-compensation o : . :
- - " ,E‘ 2 .7»‘ b 3 :
~would have to be given te Indians]who - 5 o — .
have been killed or injured]would be in T e i

pointL.If the general principle Of gowmes

prevent its being considered, but I do

. Dot think the principle is right or 8

Cas
sheuld be admitted | H-any—aiveumetances.

- v :

6¢d) MALCOLM MaeDONALD
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2nd July, 1935.

([ ] . o- AUGI93S
Dear Mool N 2=

Some time ago I was approached by MEE . 2
Stella Semini, who has connections in my constituengy, -

with regard to the grant“of compensation to'sher for -~ .
~ the unspeakable brutalities to which she was- subjected . -

some time ago by natives in East Africa.

May I, in the first place, state that by Air

Mail I have been making enquiries in Kenya as to What ~=

is the most informed and most diépassionate.m;ropgen
opinion as to the legitimate claimsof this woman for
compensation. I sum them up in the words of a. E
leading settler as follows :- .

"The position is thet a private subseription
was raised by the E.A.Women's League on-her
behalf and amounted to about £900. ..This sum
is being paid out to her in monthly instal-"" -
ments and should be of some asstistance for

"
a few years. T e

5

"In regdrd to the compensation by Government -
the position is-really very simpl€. She was =
certainly the victim of one of the most--dread= -
ful orimes in the annals of the ‘Gountry .and her -~
husband died from his injuries. She herself -
has suffered mentally and physically through = -~

(@

=
lrmele

the case to suggest. that either she or her
husband were in any way responsible for -the
attack made by Lumbwa natives on.their farm.

It is not possible to say, however, that
Government was responsible either. ‘There was

no indication of an unusual lawlessness although
the Lumbwa have always been difficult and,

(Treoet

Sy & 2 e 1

-]l

no fault of her own.  There was' nothing in e




2P

so far as I know, Government did not .
negleot to take any action prior to - ; :
the murder which would have. prevented HETa e
what was an unexpécted surprise attempt : S
at burglary ending in-marder." TS

"Government™s peal diffioulty,
however - for it is not unsympathetic - .
is that the principle of compensat ion
cannot be admitted for-the reason that s
We have had sevéral cases in which <
Indians have died, or have been seriously
injured by natives who rajided their
.isclated shops“and if compensation were
given to Mrs. Semini then the Government
feels that the State would be lisble-to
meet or at least consider similar S
claims at any time by members-of all i
comminities.” = 2

- "The Government has, however, done !
" sdmething for her, ineluding-the rélief Sl
of her responsibility for paying stand - - - -

- Premium on her farm for thres years . - B
‘from January st 1935. This amounts - - M
- to £37 per annum.- They alsé agreed - .
not to press her- for the rent of her - ) -
farm, which is _approximately £15 a year. T el
They have also paid her fare back to = =
England. Both these measures the )
Government have given to all other

distressed European settlers." .

o

"You will see by this that the
Government has really not given her any
oash compensation. The stand premium is
not being waived - its colleotion is
merely being postponed for thyee years,
and, so far as the remt is co erned,
Government does not seem to be glear
whether this charge is to be camcelled
or merely allowed to accumulate."

)




"There was a great deal of feeling
-over this case in the country and a
strong opinion among the European .
community that Government ought to grant ~ - - .
some compensation. I certainly think
that, without admitting any prineiple, .
they®¥ould quietly have waived any -
claim to rent or stand premium as long
as she remained the owner of the farm,
or some gesture of that sort which would _
hgve meant very little in oash and, cbull & ¥¥
have been done quietly without raising
any racial principle.. But for the —
#enerosity of the women of the country
she would undoubtedly have been in a
bad way." :

-

Under these circumstances, I would -like to_ask
whether the Colonial O0ffice will mow consider making" -
some actual payment in compensation to'-this unfértunat
woman. - I really think that she deserves it. _ -

N /fwm:?}n/

i

>

The Rt. Hon. Malcolm MacDonald, M.P.,
The Colonial 0ffice,
S.W.1l.
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AIR MAIL

GOVERNMENT Hous

KENYA

NairoBI
: No. KeEnva
- CONFIDENTIAT. D + January 1935,
S g 11 JAN1938 :
sir, 4 ©C. 0. REGY
I have the honour to re.:rer to my Confidential
? Ab 25 despatoh No. 135 of 13th September 1934, on the subject

3 2308b[3% of the Laibons Removal ordinance, in paragraph 2 of
. which Vliilnformed you that doubts had béen cast on ﬂhe

= suit&bility of the eettlemont"'a.ren as doﬁned in"thé
.sohedules to ‘the’ ordina.nce and in which I nndartook to
mtorm you al ta the area finaliy deoiden upon for the
rmcnl of the Tnla.:l. cla.n of Laibong.

s o&qax to decide beyond all doubt the suitability .= -
of” the are( a further uctnilad :I.

feaugq,;uu was under-
t..ken by an Admtaututin urﬂ.cer, a nodiou. @Fficer,
n Agricultural offiou-f v;thrinry afﬁq_gr md “Xhe

. tentu: Bu:tdiologut. ‘.ﬂuae a’fficer- in emder to
prl’unt :I.nteet:lonwrron aleeping uohaul mlt-me ,

"uibq- themselves, and ‘bovine trypunosounu--mo 2
their outtle. reoomended the reduction nf-,ﬂte area t&
one of approximately 28,000 acres, amd were of ‘the e
opinion that vhilo this area was in othor respects
muu., the \utor supply was insufficient for all tk‘
mm, their familiesm and stock. -

" Au investigation was therefore undertaken by the
“we Surveyor, who eftimated that the capital
cost of finding sufficient water for all the Laibons

‘_Ould LER}

#g P.C. G B.E. M.C. I.P.,
COLONIL

‘ . w. 1s
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would amount to £3,800, with an annual charge for

Ead

maintenance and running costs ‘ot £300. As the provision
of such a sum was clearly 1mpoa§b1e in the preaent state

of the Colony's finances, an a.t“ihpt was made to find

another suitable area outside the South leb"a Reserve
for the settlement of the Laibons. "I:his. ﬁttempt provad
unsuccessful. 5
2. dhe position was therefore that v:h.ile the ,: J
» reduced aettlement area wasg suitable for e certain mmboz"
e of the- Lﬁbons and their Btock _the whole clan conld not e
be movad'there owing -to the inadequacy of the water .

supply and-thére was great urgency fo.r action to be <

,vtaken. : - Ao e

=

s s=_. =1 h@ve therefore ordered: that twelve of the leading
; “Laibons, together. with theis famu,a and.-stock, should
: g be mcved to the redueed Settlcmenf ‘area-in SW muondo..
: : um on t.heir release rrom prison 'othor 1n1’1uentu.1 ——
- e T mbona lhould be sent i that -erea, ul&‘thtt.’!he remainzu
o . Iaibcna lhonld‘be settleé in an nrea.. lmovn u thrnnﬁrfa* i
3 e erot in fhe Lmbwa neaerve, where they -vtlrbo. m,gfully
T eitohad A controlled.é ihis lafter ﬂ'ea, except for the
- fact uut it is in their own Reserve, is en.tnel.y wituble'“_"
for th.ir settlement. Both these &rea.s s will be" proclnmed F
as Settlement Areas under section 3 of the u.rdins.ncu. :
-~ Se I have every hope that these orders will have the
effect of keeping in check the malignant influencé which
the Laibons have exercised oyer the Lumbwa tribe.

I have the honour to be,
8ir,
Your most obedient, humbXe gervant,

mamm—omm.
GOVERN OR.



