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I muq@ send this on for directions as I am

not sure how f&r it ie proper for me to correspond
with Sir Robert Humiltdn. If he were only en
| @m~Chief Justice of Kemyu, invoked by‘the Arabs
beeause of his long eonnection with them, I should
v

have



ha?e no hesitution'but he is an ex~Parlismentary
Under Secretery in the Colonial Offioe,and he

is & Member of Purliament, It may, therefore, \
be considered wrong for me’ to write to him end

I think that it is very wrong of him to write

to any permanent officisl in the Colonial

There hus been & good deal of trouble
wbout the Arab School aund some time ago there
wes uw purticulerly meun and disgraceful
intrigue conducted awgainst Captuin Hodkin,

T'he fuct that he has the full support oI the
Director of Lducation should sﬁow Jjust how
much value there is in the opposition to him.
dith regerd to the ﬁKhab“/officials
in the Coast Province the fect is that they
are rather awkward survivels from o state of

sffeire which existed meny yeurs ego and they

are bound to disappear or at any rate huve their
numbers lurgely reduced in time. Anyhow,
there is no reason:for giving them better
conditions and more salary than they are worth
simply*because they are Arabs. The Kenye
Govt. is preparéd to consider each case of these
~rubs on its merits end further than that we
cunnot very well go.

5ir Robert Hemilton would really be
loing &« better service to his friemds if he
could persuade them to accept décisions as

finel und impress upon them that petitioning

the secretary of sState behind the baeck of the

Governor is not the way to get anythings -

Lt be decided that I may snewer
sir Hobert

J'.

Sir Robert Hamilton, then I think the dreft will

do quite nicely.
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My, Parkinson.
5/0 for Mr. Flood's Signature .

Sir G. Tomlinson.
Sir C. Bottomley. 27
Sir J. Shuckburgh
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Secretary of State. 3 0 d

DRAFT. ' Loy [ Ator,

SIR ROBERT HAMILTON, M.P. Calder has passed on to me

3

your letter of the L5th of March as
Kenye is not among the Bast African
territories -.vitli \'nhich he deals.

I have read through the
exeerpts from the letter from
Hamid bin Mohammed, and I see that
both of the points to which he rerers

viz. Arab education and conditions

of service for Liwalis, kathis, Mudare
FURTHER ACTION. N :
and clerks, were, in fact, discussed

A
n
M“m“ in the petition submitted to the

) ‘: 5. vof 5. by the Arabs of Kenya
wibay K

el Coars, In the circumstancesy®»T do not think

l that I could N anything to the



despatch No. 875 of the 17th }g‘f‘f
of April last, & copy of which

was sent to you. So far as I

/
am aware, the position of the Liwalis,

Kathis, etc, is still being

.

considered :l.ocally'7 oA -\ K
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Dear Calder,

As I belleve you now have

matters relating to Eaust Africa,

if you would be ;o000 enou; 1

REC TFD
18MAR1935
0.0. REGY

to look at the

Sth March, 1935.

rarticular charge of
I am venturing to ask

enclosed excerpts

from a letter which I have recently received from Hamed bin

Mohamed, on behalf of the Arabs

of Kenya generally.

You may remember that some little time agFo

an unfortunate delay with regard
petition from the Mombassa Arebs
an unconscionable period, but on
not yet satisfled and have again
could be further considered.
I have omitted from their
ences
do not

‘ertain grounds for complaint on

tion and conditiongof service.

at Mombassa

to land and certain other matters, as regards

nropose to bother you, but it

and the coast

tnere was

to sending an answen

to a
which hung up a reply for
certain matters they are

asked me to see if they

present comrunication refer-
which I
loes seem that they have

the two subjects of educa-

It may, perhaps, be owing to my connection with the

Protectorate in the early days, when we had to rely largely

on the scrvices of such Arabs as

were available, which




services were on the whole very well performed, that I

have since felt that their special claims for consideration
have rather been pushed aside owing to the pressing nature
of the major problems of administration, but I do think that
it might be in the interests of the administration as a
whole, no less than of the Arabs themselves, 1if their wishes
could be met with some greater practical sympathy than has
been the case in the past. There 1s undowbtedly a. feeling
amongst them that they have not been treated with that con~
sideration which they had the right to expect.

I should be much obliged if you would be kind enough
to look into the matter and let me know 1f there 1is khy
possibility in going, if not the whole way, at least part
of the way to meet their wishes.

Yours sincerely,

/Zd,ﬁ&muﬂi

P.S. When Hamed bin Mohamed was over in this country for
the Joint Select Committee on Closer Union in East
Africa, I arranged for a special interview for him
and the Arab wifh him to see Drummond Shiels, who was
at that time Parliamentary Under Secretary, and they
were certainly then led to believe that such matters
as they had to bring forward would be sy mpathetically
considered and, as a consequence, they now have a
special feeling of disappointment.

J.A.Calder, Esgqg.,
Colonial Office,
S.w.1l.




7

257
EDUCATIONAL MATTERS: I had written you fully on the
subject. Our Memorandum to the Joint Parliamentary Commit;teg

as well as our Petition to the Secretary of State for the Colonie:
contain full informetion on this subject and I need not repeat
here all the arguments. A few months ago, at a meeting of the
Advisory Council on Arab Education, the question was again raised
and because of the uttifmde of the then Director of Education,
Mr. as Scott, who has s'ince retired, all the Arab members
resigned in a ‘body - tho;b were Sir Ali bin Salim, Mbarak,
Shariff Abdulls Selim and myself. The Principal of the Arab
S8econdery Séﬁiopl. m-.'/',r.w. Hodkin, who 1s now on leave in England,
has been the principal obstruction to sdvancement on the right
1lines of the Arab ,ﬂ@eatibn and he had been greatly supported by
Mr. H.S. Scott, the then Diz;ector of Education. The Arabs saw no
good purpose of their remihing in the Council if every recommends
tion of theirs was turned down simply because of the enmity of
the Director of the Education and the Principal of the Sehooi.

CONDITIONS OF SERVICE FOR LIWALIS, KATHIS, MUDIRS & CLERKS:
This is another subject which has not been dealt with By Kenya

Government and it is very disturbing to my Community to see their
positions in Government Service so lower than the lowest grade of
either Indian or Goan clerk. Full information on this subject

is also contained in our Petition to the Secretary of State for
the Colonies and I must not make this letter unnecessarily long.
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