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gtmu xmn: 4’ m'm. e
the. Royal Sigo Manual 1

and a."-ﬂau §n.Chlet of et
ate x Mc ‘on the 1lth Sopm%- 1920' &vﬁ!‘h 4
3 4t 13 provided that duly -nuxgnéloam pMB; of - S5H
Mini!pﬂ shell be transmitted to His ujeaw,g

2. As you are aware, the form of
presentation of an Ordinapce to the Govermor for %
authentication in this Celeny is as follows:- '
"Passed in the Legnhuv'g‘_c?mu the ..vay..
' ) "'». day of ...........'.......‘Tln the year of Our
Lord One thmmd\rnino hundred and ..cegeeeqes ©
Ihis printed .impression has been .carefully
caugn-ed by me ﬁtix the Bill which bas pessed
ar b mxmu gmuw ,row by 26 4o be' a

¥
ﬁu'k ‘9: & '-: o’ <} (S‘pOd) ..-...‘--..--..-o-.uo

) ¥ Clerk of the uﬁ'ishthe
P, R A% P Council



‘%entod for authéntication and assent as.a

2 cornec ¥y ‘aiid, faithfully printes; M of ﬁ
& BL1) as passed by the Legislative Council.

IO DR -7 ST S
Colontal Secretary.

{Bigped) «coovoresgsehihdenssssn

Attorney Genepal. »

3. Ruearchu into tho récords of this

Colony have rnled to’disclobe t!p .Iource from wWhnich

this form of nuthoumntion 50 derlved and I am

fiven to undeFstand that {5 some obdr Golondes it
is ‘ot usual for the nuh:dntinte@ eopy of an Ordigs

{ ¢
ance to contain the signatures of the Uolonial

Secretary and ths Att&rm; General. .

4, The form :dopfod in this ¢olony
appears to go beyond the practice followed in 1
England, where I gzather coples of Bills finally pauo’j
by both Houses are certified by the “signature ofthe ..
Clerk of the Parliaments as atcurate Coples of ‘the

B1l} :o which both Houses have agreed, and 1t appou'l i
to me that procedure in the authentication of Bills w‘
in this Colony might be simplified by the omission |
of the signatures of theColonial Secretary and the

Attorney Genaral.

N I have the horour to enquire wtether * i
there are any general instructions laid down as to 1
tiie manner in which printed copies of Bills are to be
presented to the Governor for amtientication. The

Attorney General's opinion as to . hether, under

=Article~
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’ ey

Antie e WLV, of the "Royal Instrue tipns, the-” -
Govermor may. properly-assent to'a Bill ia, of;
course, contained In the Legal Report, net An

tie .ceprtifidate -at present subscribed to by the
golonial Secretary and the Attorney General 4m tﬁo

coples submittéd for agthentication.
I have the hopour to be,
8ir,

Your most -gbedient, himble seérvant,




X r.c i :
'/uuéxom or the' nml xmemmm, the 7 -

Govermor mey properly-assent Lo « B4l s, of
gourse, contained in the Legal Report, net 1n

the uruuoata @t present subscribed to by the
Golonill Sécretary and the Attorrey General 4m t.l;e

copies submitted for amthentication.

bo. 1 have the hopour to ve,

2 { sir,
¥Your most obedient, humble servant,
1 . 2 f
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ACTING GOVERNO:
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GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
NAIROB!,
KENYA

3

14 dpril, 1927.

Bir,

1 have the honour to transmit to you a oopy

of the Minutes of the opening of the Meru lative Council

by His Excelleney 8ir Edward Grigg on the 6th January.

2. 1 regret that delay in submitting the enclosure
has been occasioned by tie comsideration of the gquestion
of the Meru Distriet boundary abutting on the Theraka
locetion reterted*o in pege 5. This matter is anilll
receiving my attention and will be dealt with separately
in my reply to paragraph 5 of your Confidential Despatch

Vo of the 3rd March last on the subject of Native Reserve

poundaries.

1 have the honour to be,
S8ir,

Your most obedient, humble servant,

ACTING GOVERNOR.

—~

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
LIEUTENANT COLOMBL L.C.M.8.AMEKY, P.C.,M.P.,
SHCRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES,
DOWNING STREET, LONDQYN, S.W.

A

e ————————— e ———————




|/ MINUTES OF PROGEEDINGS
4 AT THE
OPENING OF THE MERU loon. NATIVE GOUNCIL
® HIS EXCRELJNCYX q GOVERNOR -
JANUARY 6TN, 1927.

His Rxcellenoy addresmed the Native Counsils
lors as follows:~

Chiefs and Members of the Nutive Council of

I have come here to-day because I wished to

meet you face to face, because I wished to open this Counei

Hull which has just beenm built with yeur funds, and because
I wished to tell you what are the desires of Govermment

sbout your people and %0 hear what you have to say te

Government on any subject which you may wish to raise. It
is the desire of Oovernment always to improve the lot of
the people and King George’s Government has done that
whowaver King George’s Government reigns.

Government wishes to teach you to grow foud
plentifully in order that there may be no more famine ameng
you; it wishes you also %0 earn money by growing crops
which you can export and it wishes your young mes to work
outside the Reserve in order to earm money to ereot die-
pendaries to improve your health and schools to improve
your mind, In all these things Government will help you
but 4t cannot help you unless you help yourselves,

Meru people have always suffered and are still

suffering from three great evils; the first is ignorance.

Look at this Hall; this Hall is built entirely of materials

from your own land, brieks made frgm Meru earth, the roof

and furniture made from the wood of Merw tress. But you
2 lLueve
did not kmow how %0 d6 these things, How to usq/materials

until King Oeorge's Government came o tabeh you. If you
want to progress you must ledym $o use tie riched ‘of yeur
rich land. I am very glad therefors to hesr that Shis




N A,

this Native Gouncil is ready to devote money lté:m
aries to improve the peoples M“‘&‘“Noh to teach

y

you craftemanship. Government will help you with
dispensaries and sohools and you, Chief# ani Native
Counclliors, must do your utmest to diepel the iguerance
of your Peeple.  You not only suffer from ignoremse but
your people suffer greatly and havealways suffered greatly
from idleness, In the 014 times your young men at least
used $o fight and defend your villages when the enemy
iavaded your eountry. There i now no mere War, King
George has stopped raids into your eountry, you have peace
and your boundaries are fixed. Your young men therefore
have no mere call %o fight and they will be idle unless
they learn to use the land. You are ignorant largely
beosuse you have been idle. You have never thought how
to xmm use materials, like you see in this Hall, for
yourselves. OQur people - all King George's people - were
once like you, They were ignorant and did not know how
to use their wealth but by work they got knowledge, by
wosk they got wealth, by work they got power. It will be
the same with you, You cannot get the things you desire
unless you get youiz:;g to work, There is only one way -
toralter this ignorance, to alter this idleness; that is
if Chiefs will obey the Government and make the people
obey themsslves. King @eorge has sent you Officers here
who will guide you and teach you, if you will obey their
prders. The orders and imstruotions which you get from
your Officers, you must give to your people and see that
they are obeyed. No people can progress unless the elders
are strong and make themselves obayed. I an very glad
you have built this Goumcil House; it will emable you te
gay to Governmant shamixftcumizxyspxisxds all the things

Jou want to say about your peeple, and to learn fram the

Government what it wants you to dv. It will also teach

you %o work together, to share ideas with ¢ach other and

ey =
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and. to oo-‘,xn\o. This Hall “”l:’l sigh of v.ht.
you can do when you work:tegether under Government, und
fn }Hn Hall you must nln,, in the same way, work to-
n&r for your people's good and leayn to understand ‘the
orders of Ge¥prament, and you, Chiefs mhd lative Cownnil-
lors, must nl:'t.n remasbar Shis. It 1s n0 good coming
here mefaly to uu;’ when you Jeave this Nell you mdat
'Al_io your peepls whderstand ¥he enters givén thesm; [ you
jos make thew understand Uhe® he orders are for their
oﬁ g00d and when you go away, see shat these orders are
'Iho(-tood and obeyed. :
) 1 declare WRis Eal) open fob #he Nutive
Couneil of Meru and I trust that all Cownailioes who) come
t:‘a speak and work in it may slways mpeak sd work for
the welfare of their own peapls as well as Joyully to
King George.

Major C.B.V. Buxton, M.C., Ag. Distriot
Cosmissioner, Meru, replied on behalf of the Native
Council as follows:-

Your Excellenoy,

We are very honoured by your presence
here to-day and on behalf of the Native Counocil I thank
your Excellensy for opening the Council House. Ve shall
remember your Exeellenay's words when we meet herec.for
Couwneil. This Couneil House is built on the site of an
old native forge whidh was removed only a month age.

We shall hope inm the future to forge new weapons te help
us aleng the path of peace and pro;p.ri'y. Your
Excellency has shown us the path and we shall endeavour
to f4rge new wesposs S0 enable us to follow the path
whioh Your Mcuqy has shown us, 1 wish again to
MAYO\H’ Bxocellenqy for coming to open our Nutive
Sounoil House.

¢ 1 also wish %o express sur dalight us
IWI&;’Q‘Q‘IW herq to:du «f he is alwayw w
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nwm h&u & great intarest in East African

A S W \‘.c.

ks I thank the Native Counoil for greeting
g Y

#% in Shis sunner. Before the Chiefs and Sesnstiwex
Headmen come in § should Aike to knew if you have any

quastions to ask me.
A Nember: -
lo! would likq %o raise the question of
by Sehools, Ve n?\ "ﬂ‘.” in this distriet to show us
how %0 impreve oun)olvu by giving us & technical educa-

tien,

His Bxoellenay:~ /

Bpeak again when all the Chiefs are here
It is & matter of interekt to evemybedy.

A Member: -

We should like Government Officers to
have Noter Cars and thus aveid the use of porters em
safari, *
His Bxgellenay: - '

I leave that enfirely to the discration
of Government Offigwrs,

Native worked walking sticks wery then
presented to His Exoellenay and to Mr. Bottemley, the
Couneillors expressing the hope that when the donses walked
with the stioks they would remember where thay came
from, ‘

His Exocellengy:-

Thank you very mueh for this gift, I

shall always keep inm memory of the fao® that the stiek

came from Neru,
Nx, Bottomlay:~

1 Shmnk you for the gift of this
walking stiek whioh will always remind me of my visit %o




| Whioh Vhay Were twmed away Wy King George's Govermment

PNy

Y P
the Native Qudseil wers then < uamioned 00 come into the

nu. lu Exeellendy “"""1 then ¥ fodlows: -
onders, thﬁ'n and, Neadsidi'sf Ners.

I h-o‘olmuunyo;uutotuo-uh learn to
Mﬂouu.mu. I -"rygluyu have dame here
in suoh muwbers this morning. It is the desire of King
Geonge's Goveriment to help im every way 1t can the Meru
)mh’.

1 Bave come here to listem to amything
you may have to say about the needs of your pecple. 1
hope therefore you will take Shis opportunity of telling
me anything you may desire to ey
Ast Peputation.

We ars anxious about only one thing -
our boundary. Vhim Mr. Horme was pere he told us that eur
boundary extended to the West Morania, 8inee then
““.‘ bave deen given shesbas between the Western and
Bastern Morenia Rivers, Now the Distriot Commissioner
tells us that opr boundaries are being further curtiiled.
His Exeelleney:- )

AS far as the Western boundary is son-
~oerngd I =m satisfied that it is & fair boundary as at
present fixed and it will not be shanged, The Meru
people have got plenty of land for their members to sul-
tivate and 1 cannet therefors consent to discuss the
Wastern boundary again, . It has been fixed and will met
Ve ohanged: . WAth regard to the Eastars boundaxy, is the
Chief spésking shout the Tharaka tridbet
Shief of Deputation. -

Yes, we are indlusing She Tharaks
becauss they are our dempanions.

His Excelleney:-
- Tha Thareks are fev i numbers ahd owa
s great deal of land. "nownﬂrh"tx—

antx el TITIJTITITITITTITIITNITTT

o ———




JBpAt Seash Sheir people that the reads are for tldr own

o ol
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\)‘”
“"'"'"‘.’ yeurs ago, but I desire that the Theraks

.

" peopde um,nx the rest of the Merwspesple whould mave

w‘*‘ te nutnuq.mor on, I jave nm.
$014 $he offivers to repres i thalr weeds €0 mh and W
T'néive thair statements T wil) go Inte Shem éarefully,

I will see that the Tharaka Pooply have enough land, but

I camnet premise to ewtend their boundary in the directiom
they want, But the Chief may rest assured that the
Theraka people will be given enough land for all their
needs,

2nd Peputation.

~—r

The roads in- this Repaxt Reserve are
constantly being sut @p by cars and carts belonging to the
Dukas , Our people have to mend them, Cannot the owners
pay semething for the upkeep of the roads?

His Exeellsnoy:+

e ———————

Are noet the wagons from the Dukas bring-
ing stuff which thy Neru pecple want to buy ﬁd Saking
stuff the Meru peopla want to sebl, If .the Meru/ eepls
want Sehools and dispebsaries Sthey must have mu and 1if
they have WMdethey should help %6 Xeep the roads in repair
themselves. I know however that the big road round ‘N
Mountain is weed by many from all parts of the sountry
and MM will take over that road, huf the ollu
roads are f.l’ the Meru people to make and keep . AM ou.u

advantage and geod,
324 Depusasien.

We want seme advice on the depredations
done By OGame %o our shambas which are cenptantly being
damaged and destyeyed by pigs, Rhine and Rlephants.

Ais Rxseldengy: -

Were twq no pign, Rhino and Nlephants
before uuﬁum'- mmut came?




Vghambas. 1 will see if Government cen do unything ¥#

- dﬂ”

before Gévernnent came but in those days we killed them,
Now we u; not allowed to kill,
Mis Exeellamoyi- < o %

# 5 You are allowed $o kill game wilhim the

-

T A i
hely dut you must start by helping yourselves, Govern~

ment does not wish Game fo be allowed to destroy shambas
and will try and prevent 13, GQame is of use to the Meru
because numbers Of Buropeans Oome and spend money among
the Meru pecple by paying porters. The Meru would lose
this if 611 the Oeims were destrayed. But if the Game
does bad damage ambng the erops, you should sell your
Offiders whe will tell Government and Govermment will do
what it can,

A Headman raised the question of the
bauidary again and expressed the fear that the Mefu would
not hawe amough land for the development of the people.
Ris lx;onqv;-

The Merw poopi.i have enough land. Thelr
vexders are fixed &8d will net be alteged. I cannot
underfake %o extend the Doundariss of tHdfheraka pecple.
Thers 4% no danger that your land will ever be taken away,
Af you dssrn o make Uss of it yourselves,

The Wandersbe tribe in the Meru Reserve
ot ¢ deputation to gemplain that their cattle were all
dying and as they relied on the sauttle for their liveli-
hood the 4rids would be ruined 1f all their cattle
”ﬂ%ﬁ‘-

His Rxoellendy;« .

I will see Af Govermment is able to

help. I8 15 very diffieult when disesse comes ;:

The hite men's sattle as well as thoss of She Vanderebe
(AFe affested, 1 hope Shat the Wanderebe will not depend
on gattle alems but will @igivate at lesst o 1itMg,




We have no other employment but sattle;
%
. gue people die soo,

His mou-. replindi-

I Abask you for tuis vw«qt n-l-'l
kewp 1t in mepory #f Shie Gy, I will niw Q
Meru ’ﬂl. and will always m and ‘1iwten $o “i
needs., I bhave great senfidance ﬁ the “ﬂ‘"‘f’
Government here wnd trust that you winl eb;y thes in *
grder that the progress of the Neru may be assured,
‘ The Prosesdings then terminates




