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Fwd copy of despatch from Addis Ababa repor
ing that Ras Taffari has aegain mentioned this sut-
ject. Fwd also record of converssation between Ras
affari and Mr Ramsay iacDeuvald last year, Request
8,0f S's obsons on reply proposed, but consider it
dmprovable trat Abyssinian Govt will give guarante
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11m1tation of the Sudan-ﬁ,by g,m'm ;and the Kcnya,-kbfy

psinia boundarias should be- taken up, !

uorresuondence with the Govermments of Kenya

and ‘'ganda followed; and, as a result of this ard
of furtner correspondence w.th Foreign Office, the
view arrived at was:-

A, SUDAN-ABYSGINIA. In spite of the fact that
the fovernments of Kenya sni 'iganda were‘in favour of
the nrcposal/the Poreisn Offize, in Jefererce to the
“iewu o Pis ¥plesty's Minister at Addis Ababa,
considerel thet it was unlikely to lead to tangible
regults gud thet 1t should be dronped

B. F2¥ia ABVSSIKIA., 1In visw of thre lack of
agreeme-t in arincinle tetweenn tne Britisn and

Abyseinian “overnments as to where the houndary should
be and the fact that tne Pritish are now in occuration
cf posts in what the Abyssinian Government regar
ag Abyssinian territory, the Keryg Government convljenﬁ
it undesiracle, at ary rate at Lresertfic arrange ‘
for ihe delimitetion of the boundary, The Foreign
Office acocordingly agreej‘tT;; the mettap shouii dron, /
i _he Fore‘“r Office now sugfeat that, as
Ras Taffari haS'recurreJ to tne question and 1mnlies
that the.next move in the matier rests with the

British fovernment, he should ve informed that His

Majesty's Government are willing, to co-operate in

the delimitatiom of ‘the Kenyﬁzaby

Abyssinia boundariea and also the Somallland-

|

i Abyssinla boundarles provided (a) that-the Abyssinian
|8

1 £ommi sa;oner,un ve ready as soon as the }éritish

:

QQmmi,anonar %kfi-ves and (bi) that the ixbyn&i\nia'\ !
; it S \ 3

L
COmi sel one: x
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Cowers to gettl

Lddis Ababa.

This boun dury

Sf 1397; dbytinas

58940/13
Somaliland

cl: thing apvears tp be "eyepash" and |
-ntigely 1o apnything prictical, we can
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even consultins Kenya ag go. their sBundary. MK ‘w.«j
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‘Bir, s 4 'Sfo,
74 ¥ith reference to your letter Ko, 3]'?32/:5\0'!
tBe 33rd Dooubor last, I am dirwtu by acoretax-y
#ir Au:tn ahub erladin to enguire ﬁtrmr any reply
hn. gst L received from the. Uorornloht of Kenya

to the deqﬁtnh nddrund to nun on m 25rd Decenb er

&

PRV V5 SR

%

lest on fhe subjeot ot the M,ut' inia-Kenya boundary.

. v Lom,

8ir,
Your obedient Servast,

U

ier Becretary of State, :17 hadd, P ‘Lfv

001”“1 0ffice.




11t/ Dece.ber, 1925,
X =

With reference to the letter from your ﬂapartmant

,Awn“ of ihe 29th OOtoberx}esardmg the demercation of the

froutiera of Abyssinia, I am directed by Seoretary Sir

Austen Chamberlain to request you to lay beiore Nr.

cecretery Amery the eccompanying copy of a despasteh from

His lajesty's Minister st Addis ibabe reporting that

. fes ruiferi has once more reverted verball& to this -
sublect. -

B a record of the converceztiom in which thig subject.r

D,

<

Wes alscusced between Res Taffari and L. Remsay

7

i cbousld laot yeer is enclosed herein for couvenisuce

of reference. It wu: as @ result of this conversation

‘dnal .he cue.tiou of selimiting the frontlers was taken

4p yith Tue Suaan sovernment and sihsequently. turowgh

((,/7 & Ko

your depertuent, wilh the soveirnuents of KXenye eud
Ugandea.

3. Suvfect to en, ol.ervetions which -.i. Allery may

desire to waxe, Sir austen C.aaberlain progoses to inform
Mr. Sentinck that, ec ..o, Suusey i cDoneld stated to

&8 Tufismri lest year, lis wejesty's jovermmeut are
-ready ¥0 proceed with tie dewsrcetion ol the uundelimitsted
perts of the Sudan-Adbyssinisa, Henye-Abyscinie, gnd 2ritish

Somelilend-Avyssinia frontiers. 3ut vexore appogutiug

a ‘goundary.....

Ny




(a) The A‘bysainia.n Oomissi
wii% be ‘ready and equipped to acoampauy his
Brieish colleegue the momqnt the 1atter arrives: enﬁ

(b} the Abyssinian Commigsioner, owing to the
lack of facilitieg for communication in Abyssinis,
will have full powers to accept, on his own
reépdnaibi;ity und witheut reference to Addis
Ababa. ad justmi iy and modifieations of ths resty
froxtlers neesssitoted by tribal or gecgTraphical -
consideretions whic:h. can only be anprecieted on
the spot.

4. As 1 1ssimprobable that thé Abyssinian Governwent
will be prepered at this stage to give these guaraatees,
al£hough they are not meral& ressonsdle but esséntial

conditions in the light of past experience, it is

wilikely that an early delimitation of the Iroptiers will
become necesssry., It is proposec to leave 1% to Mr.
j Bentinck's diso;stion whether to makq.a commaniecation
in writing in ﬁﬁa}sbove seuse without waiting for a ‘
written note from the Abygsinian Government.
- Im'&&ﬁ')
#ix,

Yot ObedTent Servait, ;
JIHN MYREAY R i ol

b




w111 \be ready and equipped to aoompany nis

8

British collesgue the momp,nt the uttar errives: and
(b} the Abyssi.uun Commigsioner, owing to the
lack of faeilitieg for communication in Abyssinie,
will have full powere to accept, on his own
rekpbhaibility end witheut reference to Addis
Ababa. ad justuc~io and modifieations of the Preaty
froxtlerarneesssiloted by tribal or gecgrephical
constderetions whick can only be anprecieted on

the spot.

4. 4s it is\improbable ihat the Abyssinian uGovernmuwent

hlll be prepared at this stase to give these guaranatecs,
although they are rot merely reasonsbdle Lut esséntial
conditions in the light of past experience, it is
walikely that am early delimitation of the rroptiers will
become necegsary., It is proposec to leave it to Mr.
Bentinck's diseretion whether to maka’a commonication
in writing in iha above seuse without waiting for a
written note from the Zbyesinianvdovernmant.

I am, ¢ > R

gix,
Yot obedTent Ser<eit,
TN MUREAY
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4itn reference to your desjpeatch [0.£4. oF,

Legt, I o tne horol to re ort inat sbout & couple of
5 © o, nen 1 wee nevin. tea wite s Tarier!,

< lel -_hress expressea tne Lesgire Lo eroen e oy
Lite ©o tre anglo-abyssl.den fionticre, i
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expressed my willingness to forward an offigial ;émindgi_if

‘wag now awaiting & reply from ﬁia-ﬂﬁsésiy's Jﬁférnmaﬁ&;

be would send me something in writing whieh should have the
autncgity of the HEthiopien iovernment. His Imperisl High-
neus saia ke would consider this and the subject was dropped.‘ &
ED 4 iew days &30 Jelata Heroul, who ie seid to enjoy
tne couflouence of the :8s, and who is, with Cr.d¥srtinm,
perhaps the only sbyesinlen who knows anything about Englend
ard the oon_ lise, told me how snxious he was for the best
reletioneg sotween luglend and abyssinia. ood reiations
Witk ing,lend, he seid, would be gsrestly to the advantage of
uls country. (e went on to say Lnat zeny people were
snvicug of tne sriendly personel relatiops which existed
tetween the kg snd m,celf. fhey were trying to destroy
tule vy m8kin. wischlef Letwesn us. Irf aver any differencges
snould arive, he would always rladly lend his good offices,
wnd sa:lsin wy polrt of view to the ~&s, or vice wersa,

he ,uwuwtiorn of the annoysnce czused to us by raids
ov.r ar Irontiers wes then reised snd -clata Heroui asked
#iy ~e dida not arr;use for frontier delimitstions. BHe had
been present wnen the us hed approached Lir.MaclLonald on the
subject. I .c:erred@ to the schubert ircident, the gfaat

exrons8e, sand finally I told hiw that I did not see now»an&

Abyseinian could be found with sufficlent ‘euthority to-

underteke such an hnportsntvtuak, wﬁen Aulat&'ﬁeioﬁi

demurred uu~thia. 1 lpBLLnoﬁd the Com}brktlvely simplq_'i‘1
A9 A LY i v

\uautipn... o




%

Y ‘.. . i o A‘) L'v #
question of thé reid over vhe Somedfiena

in 1.3 vhich I hed Laped ulght bave beun gettled locally
telween His Lo :ty's Coneul at derrer ana Lejazuatch Imaru,
vhe e uty sovernor, Jrfortunately Lejszuwatch I.s.u had
not tne eutno: ¢ reech &« cottlemert, snd the .atter had
had to ve . . iiiC 1o Audie abiue. Due only ;cople in the
counir., I sela, wnu would hsve tie aecessary suthority to
bE sble 1o unuerteke the taek of froutier delimitation woulad
lie &8 ni..sel Oceties with . itaurari uepte .iorgis
tiinister of Jer M Jur counvessaticrn Llhnen cane 1 i é:_c.
ne 1 Poesibility o. the 0l1d &nd cecre it 1ttt £ dar
t€rsomnlly akin, tinic Journey to tLhue

tise, “iln the Yelr to the 'I'.:c
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Record, of Conversation betwagg, the o Miniater ound His Inyperial Highmess Taffors
s fMakobhm"at 030 AN, mﬁfﬁmm, at No. loﬁaﬁ%ﬁ

IN addition to the Prime Minister and His Imperial B‘%:neu Tuffari Makonpen,
there were also present Mesars. Russell, Mujray, Home and Zaphiro, the ‘three. ] 8,
Hailu, Seyyum and Nado, who aceompanied Ras_ Taffari, Bilata Heroui and Gal
Nilussie. = : - '

Res Taffari opened the conversation by expresging the wish that the Ahﬁﬂ'\o'um
tiovernment should obtain an eutlet on the sed. and he hoped that the Prime Minister
would be able to give him a defiuite and favourable reply.

The Prime bﬁ‘nister explained that he had not had an opportunity of considering
this proposal before. o

Ras Tatfari did not prgss the peoposal, and passed ou to say that the Abyssiuian
Goveruoment had aeed uiyg;n. They had coustaut trouble with Mahomedans and
siyans in the eountry, and in the old days they used to bl:; rifles to protect shewselves.

[t was now dithieult for them to import arms, and he askeghhow, in these ciraginstauces,
they could protect their country. They had newd of 1ifles®aud, according to the treaty,
tuev bad 8 gight tu obtain thew

The Priowe Minister said that, so far us the British Government itself was ’
oucerngd, it had beer decided that it should in no eircumstances supply arms to H
tureign Goveruments.  As regirds the particular roquest of the Abyssinian (Jovernment
10 be allewed b purchase arms, a decision bud recently been come to by His Majcst,{y’s
(vovernment to consult thel ullies—nameiv, the Fronch and ltalians —and if puasible
w veach an agresment with them which would allow the unportation of the Arms
required.

4 Ras Taffari said that n 1899 the Abyvseiviin Government allowed the Sudan
trovernment to establish a trading post on the Kiver Baro, but there was no questioi
f customs duties beiny collected. &)'ha Atbyssiman Govermment. did not wish the Sudar
troverumetit to be collecting dues whicli amounted t collectinyg taxes in Abyvasinian
torritory, for in the variovs treaties with the Abyssinian Government theve was uothing
whivh guve the Sudan Glovernment any tight to collect such dties.

The Prime Minister said that this queszion was new to him, but Le pointed out
ttiat the dues collected at Gambeila wove shared equally between the Sudan and the
\byssiniap (overnmeuts mf\j'wvgere collected mmpartially on goods orossing from  the
Nunan into Abyssinia andvice versd. Accgrding to his infortation trade wus on
the incraase, which was the best indication that the dues mposed wore not excessive,
wril he understood that the system worked well and very mugh to the advautage of the
\hyssinian Governinent. ‘

Ras Taffari then referred to frantier difficulties. He said that, ageording to the
ireaty with the British Government, the trontier was shown on the map lyy A red line, i
but the treaty provided that it should be delimited on the grouud Ly a joint Anglo-
\hyssinian commission and chs]_y marked by beacons.  This had nof vet been done
along the whole frontier, / ~

The Prine Minister agreed 'that the delimitation was desizable, and said that he
would make no diffieulty ::guut it. - He hoped, however, that when the British members
! the comnission arrived at the froutier the Abyssinian members woyld be there to
meet them and would not fail to turn up as had happeued ou previous occasions” He
ilso hoped that the Abyssinian commissioners would {mva authority to settle questions
rolating to the boundary on the spot.

lias Taffari rephied that minor questions could be sottled ou the spot, but that
vigger issues would have to be referred to the Central Government ' Addis Ababa.
He then referred to Lake Tsana, and said that the reason for which the Abyssinian
“overnment bad failed to come to an agreement about the use of the lake was 1ot &
pirit of unfriendligess towards the British Governuent, but simplv that public opizipn
8 oppoged to the construction of the danwand believed that it would nog, be i the
uterest of Abyssinia. The Abyssinihi Government had tq consider jublic ofinion. An

687 4—1] ) « |
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fiest British proposal it was said that sertain churches on slands inbhe’k

Rubmerged, in which caso eomperisagion would be peid. ; Ras Tuffari, vung

the British Government were now prepared o procaise that-the ch
;glanmged aud that the maximuwn level of the lake would hotexeeed
' b riiny season, / -
I'ie Prime Migister nssented, T 5w e

Ras Taffuri then said that what was in their mind wasthat the Abyssil F0
meut atself should form un Abyssinisg‘sompany which would iconstruct the dam
would use the water for Abyssinian requirements, and any surplus would be so
them to the Sudan Goverament., e, '

The Pruve Minister said that the British Goverument had:had plenty of ex
experience of wistukes made in big engineering works and he had no desire t! \
Abyssinian Government should share such an unfortunate ex: erience. E:‘h‘
wepared Lo enter ito any arrangement unless he was' satisfied that the wor
}Fuuparly desiyned and weres gg to be properly built; ana-Hhé>eould not
Sudat Government to spend the kage sums of mouey which would be necesiary
canalisation aind preparcation of the Tand until he had those assurances, <He:
that the Abvssinin Government should obtain the services of some t.homw
competont engineer, nd he made ths pr-’;pnsa! that they should invite the Go7ernment

of the United States to nomimate such an enginer to report to them fully on the M
scheme d + St

Rus Tatfari v repiy s that of course the Abyssinian Govérnment could it o
competent eigineer from Ameriea oF o some other country, but that it was f ]
b seimet b and thit ther whole wlea was that they themselves were going te
our the work and be cutively responmble for it 1 4
Pl Prime Minister, i conelision, said that rumours had reached him thatthe
Abvssian Giovernment believed hat the British desive to build a reservoir masked a
wish teoterfere wath the lindependence of Abyssini. The exaet opposibe was the case,
e Thie dan was Ja existence it wotld he i essential British interest to see that fio
forern Power wterfered with the mdependence of Abyssinia. He was glad to have had'
ths apportunity of heanng the Abys<inian views, but he would ask them now to put,
them i writing so that they should remain on record in the Foreign Office archives and

should be available (0r consideration, as the British Gavernmant-would have counter-

84

vroposals Lo make
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302

/ Downing sStreet.
55782/26 .
March,1926.

8ir,

in reply to your letter ¥o.J 3718/314/1 of
the 4th of Mnroh I am directed iy !ir. Secretary
Amery to request you to inform Seeretary Sir Austen
Chamberlain that qo Treply hae yat been received to
the despatsh which wag sxnt tu the Governor uf henya
on the 23rd of Lecemher regarding the demurcution
cf the frontiere of Abyseiria. 1f no reply is
recelved in the near future, tie overnor will (¢

reminded.

“lr,

sour mout orealsnt servunt,

LECRETARY OF STATE,

“UiWIGN OFFICK.
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