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17¢h July, 1925.

My dear Bottouley,

sy
You will be intere.ted in @osed

copy of a further note received from Sir Purshotamias

o
o

1 heve already sent him & copy of the memorandi -

Thakurdas on the subject of the Uganda railways

whicl you very kindly forwarded to me on this

question, and I do not propose to do mgz:wéthan send him

e

an acknowledgmemt of this note.

Yours sincerely,

W.C. Bottomley, Esq.,C.!%.G.,
Coloniel Office,
DOWN ING STREET, S.W.1l.



. NOTE
FOTE

A very interesting new feature in conneotion with the menage~ - ;

the . W nnilwuy thatw forced 1ta¢1£ on my attnption
W e oo Cippeipentop. Bt Y 2
£y %] for the hi _fcp.,aeah sgzpm ts o?—‘%b‘ft N

ot

fron Uganda o Bombay have in\r(*aqbl: arr."ved.’lj.n a very hnd;.y uat-"'

.r damaged condition. The steemer companies sontend and rightly,
ti.et the cotton was damaged before shipmént. Those who have-been—
ceutious enough to get their cdtton insured against’ com}try damege
with insurance companies,.make neavy oleims against '??rlnnn :
)rmanies, but from full enquiries made it 18 now aaccrhincd
+iat the cotton is demaged at the Lake Viectorim lm
.1e Uganda Railway. These Piers appear td have been oo

2d some ten years back to move a orop of twenty to tnentz—ﬁj’e

nouse.nd. bales of cotton. The erop this yea? has-

200,000 bales tian 150,000 bales, and it appears‘
.s being scoumulated at these Piers awaiting raiivny’trnnsport
and gets uamaged there whilst l.ying on the piers. ' It is not
wnusuel for some bales of cottoz; to 1lle on the piers exposed to
the elements for e couple of months d\i.w‘.n;v :shich the cotton gets
soaked with moisture and forms hard cakes -of various thicknesses.
'he writer happened to go aown to Shed No. l. Alexandra Docks
yesterday afternoon, and saw some bales himself, The bales are so’
badly dapmged. as to be easily styled uumerchentable for purposes
glther of shipment or of sale on the spot market, It is feared
that insurance compaunies will from next year either refuse to
iisure Ugenda eotton againsh country Mé'ejs, or they ;7111 quote

& very prohibitive rate. 1In either case the buyers in Ugenda will

have to keep a bigger margin whilst purchasin;‘_s'eed cotton from
the cultivator there.

The Ugenda Government® have very elsborate rules o px-e-
vention of deterioration of the quality of cotton Lith“ in Lixmer—

ies or press Louses. The, |.sist on several yreceutions

innery ovwaiers before pernissio. to  ut up cinuer-

hedng token ty




101"

ies 1s giveni~ Seversl ports on Leke Vietoria Nyanza and Lake Kog
h i . wers a‘pen #1130 now, ¥a. ei cqt;o;., have been olosed up K
ﬂ; b3 qnsdorn'
Gsoraay e i
poxta are uot su;t&gf‘ﬁ-r transyor? from there e

,ne qmlilay of cotigfl. The tnde m Ugmd.a hate s\zhmitteﬂrtq thnq

: A P0;

restrictions as -they areé -olaimed. to be imposed in tt_l,em_i.ntereg‘i!- |
ot the grower-of eotton. S_imr;ltaneously, it is avtragedy that
+ne railwey in !‘gande should be administered in suo}‘m__‘_gﬁ‘manner
tnat the full pressed cotton of merchants should be"my
iamaged as ment;oned above, It is exrected that this unvarnish-

2 tale will be considered to be sufficient to move Hh

‘ties in the Culoniel Office to urgent action enauriné thet

ne railwey authorities in Ugande 1mmedmtely pu‘k up ‘adequate

sheds or other facilities to prevent cotton Pt ﬁ the piers
“or trensport by rail, from being Gameged by raifi or lake water
>r mud, which would appear to be an every-day ocourrence in
U anda. £

I understazd that the Uganda Reilway haes been re-
srganised and placed under 2 Ligh Commissioner for Transport
assisted by a Kenye and Ugande Reailway Advisory Couneil and
that a loan of £3,500,000 hes been srranged to extend trans-
sort fecilities in Bast Africa.,  May I suggest that-advantage
ve takem of this opportunity e erect godowns and improve
storing facilities at all lake ports, e.g. Kisumu, Port Bell,
Ji.njn Famadsgeli. The esmount which xpight have to be spent in
these merovemmﬂ m'mid N a bmtono ocompared wl‘nh the
enormous loss ontn;ha L T:88 ﬁhq trpde end wltimately to the cotton

grewsr by the present prevalenocs of country %emage.

Bombay, 23rd June, 1928.
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“ With reference to our letter of 9th March 1325 rfgardmg
3 o THE UGANDA RAILWAY, we are now sending you copy : fote
sne SBubscriber has received tais nail from Sir Purshotaxzdas .
mmakardas, a well known Member of the Indian Legisiatiyé ,

regarding Country Dauage to Cotton bales whilst in ch&r’i‘ of the

Jganda Railway. In hie lettur to the Subs«nbet enmﬁﬁg tnis

Note, 8ir Purshotamdas writes as follows:-

*There is not & ungle word of m“.ration in
nthe enolosed Note, and 1 am sufe that you have only
wt{o bring this matter to “the notice of the Authorities

"to ensure prompt lcuon'
The Subscr.ber has bnn under the .mpressinn for some time

that Country Damage to Uganda Cotton takes place at the Lake

rorts, and S.r Purshotamdas'se suggestion that sneds should be

ysut wp for the proper protection of the balee is presumably the

correct solution of the problem.
We shall be glad to hear that protecticn of this character

18 under contemplation, 1f, 1ndeed, the work has not already

comnenced.
We have the nmwc, to be,
8.r, FOR AN
Your obedient

D ON PEHALE OF
DRD & r*rwmmv. ITED




X ;,&ry mtoraltina xu' reatun in connaot;.on with tht

‘W@g‘g‘mu Rlul,”!ly thn has 1 iteelf on my
%

e »

r{ttentmn here is that for the lapt ﬂb 'ctkl shipments of cottol
coming from Uganda to Bombay have invariably arrived in a very
vadly water-damaged condition. The steamer companies contend,
rightly, tha;. the cotton was damaged before shipment. Those wi
~ave been cautious enough to get their cotton .nsured aga.nst
country damage with insurauce companies make heavy claims agains
.'.e insurance companies, but from all enquiries made it 18 now
sscertained that the cotton .s damaged at the Lake Victoria Nyan

p.ers on the Uganda Ra.ilway. These Piers appear to have been

constriucted some ten yeurs back to move a crop of twenty to

twentyfive thousand bales of cotton. The crop this year hab‘,_
nearer 200,000 bales thar 150,000 bales, and 1t appears that the
..tton is being accumulated at these Piers as;éatins Railway .t;"w
yort, and gets damaged there whilst lying ‘oﬁ'the Piers, It 18
.nusual for some bales of cotton to lie on the piers exposed to
the elements for & couyle of months,during waich the cotton gets
soaked w.ta moisture and forms hard cakes of various thicknesses
The writer happened to go down to 8hed No,l:. Alexandra Docks
Bombay) yesterday afternoon and saw some balee himself, The
vales are so badly damaged as to be easily styled unmerchantable
for purposes either of shipment or of sale on tne spot market,
1t 18 feared that .nsurance companies will from next jear el the)

refuse to .nsure Uganda cotton againet country dempge, oT they
In either case the t@yerﬁ in

auote a very proh.bitive rate,
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ugandl v:i,ll have to kesp a biggsr mu‘w whiist put\,huling seed

cotton :rgn tho cuxuvator {horc =

ﬂi«u‘mda Eo
vrav’chon of dotorwratgvn o“P’ﬂie qu@.’hy _p”f cgtmmgith;
s.aneries OT preas houses. They insigh on several: drecaut.ions s

~2,nz taken by ginnery owners bvefore permission to put up ginneries
.8 given. Sevaral ports on Lake Victoria Nyanza ‘and Lake Kiocge
.q1ch were open till now to aoed’ cotton have been closed up
compulsorily by orders of the Goverament under the pr@t
-pe ports are not suitable for transport from there uthout damuge
+5 the quality of cotton. tne trade in Uganda mtmm%;c
-nese restrictions as they are claimed to be imposed in’ m =

.ntereste of the grower of cotton. 8imul taneously, it is &

erad in such

iragedy that the Railway in Uganda should be a .

a manner that the full pressed cotton of merchant ‘Should be so
sadly damaged % as rent ioned nbovo. It is expected that this
invarnished tale will be consM.d to bu sufficient to moVe the
authorities iu the Colonial office to urgent action ensuring that
+he Railway authorities .o Ugenda immediately put up adequate
sheds or other facilities to prevent cotton put on the piers for
sransport by rail, from being damaged by Train OF lake water or
nud, which would appear to be an everyday occurrence in Uganda.
I understand that the Ugsuda Railway nao been re-
organized and placed under a High Comnissioner for Transport
assisted by & Kenya and Uganda na;lway Advxaqty c::unc;l and that

a Loan of £3,600,000 has been arranged ET) extend traneport
dvaniage be taken

facilities in Bast Africs, May 1 sugcest that a







seel ([-§.25

Downing Street,

RAFT. ' IR AwgUAt,. .. .1925.

ud Gentlemen,
-, LORD & Co.Ltd.

- T am ete. to ack. the
receipt of your letter of the 1l4th

of July, enclosing & oopy“or a pote

b e

from Sir Purshotamdas Thakardas on

the s;bject of Country Damage to
Cotton bales whilst in charge of the
Uganda Railway, and to inform you
that & copy of your let.tex; has been

iamleta AEERR to l;’.auttﬂlﬂnh ) ’ l_‘el:l‘:_ ‘

e



sent to the Acting Govermor Menya,
o Y B o Lo e T
‘ s ¥

whose attention has beén specially

drawn to the question of the pro-

vigion of sheds for the protsction e

of goods in the hands of the Railwayﬁ’mghtw
o ’

1 am, 8tce.

(Signed) W. C. BOTTOMLEY.




