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I have the hopeur to refer to cofrespondence ! '
A0 terminating with your Confidential daspatch of QOctober
1WA

\/115/ 81st dealimg with the Degodia incursien inte the
= \k Northern Province of this Celeny. :

2. I have received no report upen the result ‘
of Pitaurari Ayella's efforts to induce this tribe to
return to Abyssinia although I learn from a despatch 5
addressed by His Britannic Majesty's Comsul at Megsa
to His Majesty's Minister at Addis Absba that the
situation appears to have changed somewhat, & great
many of the Degodia now grazing on the Abyssinian ‘\‘ i
side of the Daua River although their villages are v
still in British territery. This statement ape ars
to me to indicate that it is not unlikely that this
tribe will eventually return to Abyssinia, given the }
continuance of geod sdministration by the Govermars i
of Borana and Libans.

3. In this eommectien I would state that I
have received from His Majesty's Minister & copy of
his despateh of November 23rd to the Right Hpnourable
the Secretary cof State for Poreign Affairs from which
it appears that ip Mr, Bentinek's view the cecisiom
of this Gowernment not 36 empleoy force in the .
repatriation ef the Degodie to Abyssinia consti tuted
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& reversal of the policy intimated im a.,yug;
Govermor's despaten to the Mimister u.wqw
102 of June 9th, & copy of which is snnexed. It bas,
however, never been the intention ot' this, Goyvernment
teg proceed to such & iouth nor would such & #tep
nave been likely to receive your sanction or the
approval of the Seeretary of State for Foreign
Affairs, judging by your telegram of QOctober 9th.

On the other hand it has always been mmde clear to

the Degodia that their intrusion is mest unwelcome
and only regarded as temporary: their returm to
Abyssinia bas been & supject of constant discuesion
with their Chiefs: they aave peen concentrated as
the result of considerable organisation and trouble
on the border and strong efforts nave bLeen mmde to
obtain @ better administration in their owm ecountry
ag an inducement to them tc return. That is to say,
every effort was mace to bring about & set of
circumstances which would, upon the order of evacua-

tion being given, most easily effect obedience.

4. It became clear, however, as timc went on
that the emigration of tnc Degodia would not
materjalize without the use armea force em this

Government's part and armed reslstance on their

side, and th: Ufficer-in-Charge 0! the Northern

Fromtier Province intimated that in such & case &
force amounting to about & Batialdqn wmd & hali
woyld be mecessaery- The whole situation wae fully
diseligeed on August Sth between the Actimg Govermer, :
t.hc Mting Colonial locreury. the Acting Chief

htive Commigsioner, Hiw &'umio Majesty's Consul

at Mega, the Officer-in-Charge of the Northerm

Frontier




Frontier Provinee and cther Officers concerned, and

unenimgus agreement was reached as to the policy te

be pursued: this is demoted in the following minute:-
"It was decided that His Britanmic Majeaty's
Gomsul should discuss the repatriation of these
persons with the Abyssinian Governdr recently
set down from Addis Ababa and inform him that
the British Govermment had collected the Degodia
together on the Daua River and was prepared to
facilitate in every way their repatriation to
Abyssinian territory and te give him every
facility for interviews with the tribe, but that
it could not contemplate the use of -armed force
directly or indirectly to expel them from

British Territory.®

and the decision was reported in Kenya Confidential
despatch No.149, of August 27th, a copy of which wase
sent to His Majesty's Minister. 1t appears from the
circumstancee referred to in peragreph 2 supre that
the steps taken nave had the desired effect.

5. I trust that this explanatior will diesipate
any mi sunderstanding that may exiet 1in regard to the

intentions of this Government .

6. 1 am sending & COPY of tnis aespatch O His
Britannic Majesty's Minister at Addls Ababa.
1 have the homour to be,
dir,
four most coeaient, humble pervant,
/ﬂuru 1A 6'14 7 -
VA
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I have the hoteur to refer to Nujor Miles'
Aethar addioased %o you B0 N/A/NS of e 1PSR Hareh o8
G swuident of the repetpiation of the Baghile
tigrante ' Agteinds ant 4o etete Bt | um da
ntire agresment with Major Miles' remughks cestalmed
ihereis.

8. AS you are weere, the constent sigrations of
Abyssinien suljests inte Ewitich territesy have been o
SouEes of canests for sewe tine - Taee ledgress s |
ring lange Salers of steck vith Hen wd ee preve
dotrinented to Wn interents of satives of tais Gedguy,
whe are aliNedy severely handisapped by She esaselty
oF grasing snd water. I ondone for your infepmaSion
& Sapy of & mexarendus by the Offiser-in-Chesge,
Borthern Pivstioy Srovines, frem whieh 3% wSd2 %o
ohestved thet o recsnt inmdgretion necwngd wegy lasge
prepertisas.

B W seseny sives for Gaen st
nigrations .re maltreatment soc wubilofhele pometd sed
o the Bagedia ot the instenbe of Jurit Sgesinien
offiatule, § conmet tes StiNNGLy wnge Dhat e
Avgusindon Goverupent he Wprenched with & viey e
SeBdiRg = competent aBd t¥wetworthy senier offiedal
e sesstve wnd siminieter Whe Pagedia dn the Sander
when the final repetristion Sakes plece.
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It is lmpertast that arrangenents for shie

should be coupleted as soon ai possible und I

removal
st Oeteber as & suitable time as gresing will

would sugge

then be plentiful o» ccoount of the ruims.
J em informed W the Offiser-in-Charge, porthers

yrontier Provimes, shat =t le

4111 be requived for he finsd

aﬂl‘dlh.M therefors Af 1 may Dbe

a8 possible that the mecessary otepe

ast three months’ netiee

JFrangsssnts e ve put in

nagpd
infermed as sarly
re bulng § aken for
diysalmian ol ds of tha woprdev.
4. in entisipation of these
conplated ia e o sliow of the rep.
pleee Lo Oeteber, as wagpested sbeve,

the veceptiow of the Degedis on the

arrongement s bedng
ari.tien Saking
the follewing

plamie Bave bees sadei -
(1). staps have Dewn tehen to somirel he segobia
segeon and all rccent immigrants are

exs, detalls of

suring the relwy

veing eomfined ‘o certain gpesified ar

«hbeh have DesR given %o the officers concermed

prossutiens are veing takew Lo eansure th.t the Degedia
ura bapt Tay ensugh away f
o repetitien of she Tighting woi
whan Lhe Legedie wabeyed thelr stess «t Bowad welds.

50 fo heped Shat ihese mesaured will lesd %o &
further copesntmntien of sesttarsd Degedia familios I8

tlvll.lunv‘&\uuuut th.t in the ne.r futuse
dl\ht-lan.“ will e living Be

rendewing pessible their eurly Gewp.tch
sinian Serritery wnen ordere f@

pom the Boran wribe te prevent

eh cemtimwally seonrryed

o8 the verder thus
over = short

distumes inte AWys r the

finak evaonaties are Lasusd.
Degudla wihe

tu t tbe olu

(84). 1% has deen dseiase
Astriet shald

weve been for Many years i the "®JiT

ot be maved at presest.
unmun-

rave bosn issued to




the offieers concermed regurding ihe fimel orrungemewte;
thoss o30awe will of csures be NedAfied s sesasien Way
ematd .

& s ssgsiusien, I veuld vepent that I dhudd be
sset grateful §f e sesessity for an officiens eemiey
m“"““”@“
represested to (ke Algesinias Govermment Srustuerthy
M#—ummm
be prevented fren taking reprisale upen his tribe waieh
would werely wesult i & Beeal bosk inte Whis Coleny
and What the sufoting ayvtem of plllage, dlaguised as
tax sellastion, W Junlav affictels whieh 1% A5 sllegwd
wxiols may be terminated.

1 have the heotour S0 be,
"y,
Your mest obedient corvant,

N OEN‘\A“

"

ACTIRG GOVERNOR.
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office of the Officer i/¢ N.F.P.

Meru, 13th March, 1926.

The Hon. Officer Commanding Treeps,
Badwobd .

Porcible Repatriation of certain Abyssisian
Tribesmen.
Ref. Your No.03417 of the 9th September, 1924.

| B

I forward herewith a repert as called for in pars 3
l of Colenmisd Office despatoh Comfidential (6) of 8/8/84 an
tne subjest of Abyssinian refugees immigratien into Kemya.
For many years there has been a quiet filtration of
refugess frem Abyssinia inte British territery, almest
sntirely sonfined te¢ the Boran inte the area south snd wast
and the OGabbra, sast of Lake Rudolf. This was dus,

of Moyule,

ot so mmch to Alletreatment received at the hands of the
Abyssinians, but because the latter made such heavy demands

on their steek. It has been hinted that slavery alse was

responsible for sending them acress the dorder, but I think,

that though undoubtedly the Borun were taken as slaves, in

some cuses volumtarily, that this cannet be comsidered to be

the real cause of their immigreatioa.

Barly in 1984, & tetally differont aspect was put on
Lhe question.
Inptesd of Andividuals sresaing the berder and Joining
thelr own pagple on our side, a somplete tribe, samsly the

Dagodin, oums saoress with al)l their stock, some 3000 man,

vomen and ohildren, aiid abent 30.000 hsed of mixed stock

The head Degodia chief, Wober Abdi, has been interviewed by
sevaral officers in the BgrihePn Fromtier Province, including

Major 4. T. Miles, DP.B.0., M.C., H.M.Britisn Consul fer

Southern Abyssinia, and it is perfectly clear that the cnly
Teason for them taking sueh a drastic step wys due to the
crTualiy and aggression they received at the hamds of the
Abyseintans. Thie the Degedia had put uwp with for many years

SESLL matters Neghme nnbeaYeMls. Officers have Sessified te
sening
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steing the aotual fndividual s who have received malireatment
ot the mands of the Anyssinians.

!tm“umﬂkmﬂ“““h-ﬂaﬁ'
there 15 Darely suffisient water asd grening in the Nerthems
srontier Province for the British Residents thewesf. Wober
Abdd, uq‘uam-.mwutuu@mu
Abyssinia, as their ill-treatment, imstend of m would
ve inereased. Na has intimated very cleaxly that iF sent baok
Jcross the berder, it will met be leng bafors thay a¥e on our
side again.

In spite of this, the Degedia Mho came over eamly in
1924 (about 80% of them - the other 208 having jodned g with
their own sectioms who have besn in the wajir Blatmiet for
the past 10 years) have been collected, and are now watering
on the Dsus River about Oombissa, ready to be moved bask teo
\byssinia, when and where decided.

Colome) Muirhead is at present on safari en route fer
Moyale, there te cemsult with Majer Miles and the Abyssiniam
.uthorities as te detaile of the handing over.

Perhaps it would not be amiss to mention hare that
the Degodia sre wamimeus in aserdbing their ill-treatment %o

one man, one Lej Beli, the Governer of that periien of
Abyssinia, 1.e. the Duva River. This individagd #as recalled,
and 1t {5 umderstood wus erdered 40 Addis Abab4 14 anawer for
his sims. Be that as it may, he is now back im Mis ¢)d haunta,
and has evem besm reperted on our side of the Bendgr, carvyiag
on his famouy °reign of terrver®.
c sd. V. sen
. for Offiger-in -t

..".r.bunl o W‘ \




