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BAST AFRICA COMMITTEE AND TERMS OF
REFERENCE OF THE EAST AFRICA COMMISS}?N.

¥r.Bottomley Lord fnold 11.7.

¥r.Strachey Secrétary of State.

Sir # Read.

We discussed this subject to-day.
On the 23rd of June theSecretary of State stated
in the House of C"ommons "The terme of reference
to the Bast Africa Commimsion which is to vigit
‘he territories will be decided when the mzin
Committee, after a preliminary survey, has advised
what subjects can most properly be dealt with on
the spot, but I shall not necessarily limit the
terme of reference tc these subjects".

It seems to fo..ow that the terme of
refarence to the Commission cannot be settled
until after *he Committee has decided what points
~equire local investigatior, TheCommission is to
be drawn from members of the Committee, and it is
suggested it will be best that tre Commission should
be more or lese subordinate to the Committee, 1.5.,
that it should make enquiries on specific points
suggested by the Committee, collect information, and
on return be resbmorbed in the Committee and place
the information collected at the disposal of the
Committee for ite report to the Secretary of State.
If it appeared deeirable, reports by the Commission
on particular points could be attached to the
Committee's report as appendices,

On that assumption it is suggested that the
Secretary of State's terms of reference to the
Commiss ion should be as follows:- f Y, e

"To visit such of the British Dependencies

in Bast Africa as the East Africa Committee may

consider



d0d

in full a8 an Appendix to the Committee's report.

Commiseioner's report should be included

I sm donfident that it will make s big difference
to the reception of the Committee's report in

£ quite

Kenya, at all events, if it is Known that thre
AgTree,

impressions of those who have seen and heard for
H.J.R.

thnemeelves are stated in full,
¥v.C.B, 10.7.24,
c.8. 10.7.
H.J.Re 31.7.24.
8, of 8,

These are the propoeals of Read,
_Bcuonhy and Strachey for your consideration,
You will note that I intimated to Bottomley your
wish that the Commission should report direct to
you, You will also note the Departmental
‘suggestion that the main Committee should
troadly decide the work of the Commission.

This would, in practice, probably mean that the
main Committee would largely adopt proposals
which would be prepared and put forward by this
Qffice. Time is now short before the recess and
the main Cemmittee would, on this account, no
doudt welcome proposals from here.

In view of the statement made in
Parliament appinting the Committee it would seem
Itiut the Members will expect, at any rate, to be
consulted (if not more) about the terms of reference
for the C io

A, 11,7, .
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