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REMOYAL OF THm VOI~PAVETA~KANE RAILWAY,

muu—.-. tmmm-numv-mﬁ
mmmrmumxmmcu\um ot

0ffice statement uwuwu“
mm'wmamnuw‘.

If this Line 1s.aboltefied o far as I o8 avare the
nly over-land 1ink between the Kenya Railway and.in fadt

momammumxmomunuqu 1
commmnication with Tanganyka Term tory.

Moreover there used to be a good military road running
through Voi to Taveta which I am led to believe is now
over-grown and dereliot. This I imagine will have to be
Tepaired and rebuilt at I should imagine a very oconsider-
able ocost ,

‘x-vnnmmou\ that a very large sum of money

I think approximately a million and a half, 1is being expend
=od on the Harbour at Kilindini, which will make it
Practically a firet class Port with wharfage eto.,
The greater the volume of traffio that 1s attreoted
o Kilindini the detter for the Port and the 1ightemtmgh
oF the Port dues eto..
There can be no comparison between the port of




REMOVAL OF T™Hm VOI~TAVETA~KANE RAILWAY, )

/8. V
While 1% mav-de true that this Ratlvay wes murriedly
uuu-mrmu-unqvmoutum
0ffice statement 1 -omotumu. 1ts condition vg;,.,-
and probably substantially cormest. as regards the amoumt . -
or-nymunbomumtobomt-notm =

that the oonelugions arrived at ars ¢orreet or umn;
.
If this Line 1s abolished w0 far.as I Wi awase tne :

. 5 fout
@ly over-land link between the Kenya Railway and in fact

mom.mmumxmomunmuwm
commmnication with Tanganyka Terr tory.
Moreover there used to be a good military road running
through Voi to Taveta which I am led to believe is now

-~

over-grown and dereliot. This I imagine will have to be
Tepaired and rebuilt at I should imagine a very oconsider-
able ocost ,
lmchm‘.vonlwmormmy

I Shink approximately a million and a half, is being expend
~od on the Harbour at K1lindini, which will maxe it
Practically a firet class Pord with wharfage eto.,
The greater the volume of traffic that s attraoted
bwmmtqmmmut_u 11ghtentmg &
oF the Port dues eto.,
”0’“”‘.‘“&“{“ port of
W4 the Port of Team.  The fédom aocmodation

)
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et K1lindind will be far superior and at Tanga there are

n 2 Wharfié and everything has %6 be transported in
Wghters, whils the Harbeur 1%self aprearing a magnifi-

et one, and I have beem there myself on two coocasions,
18 I believe subjeot to a consideradls shifting of sand
oaueing some Aiffioculty to navigation, -
I do not khow what the position of the partion
of the Tanga Railway nearest to Panga is. It was I
believe a concession granted by the German Government
%o private individials. ‘ >
A considerable portion farther \? of the Tanga
Ballsay _ I fanoy some 60 miles, traverses an arid country
of no value.  the Ooffee Industry in the Moshi
Pistriots 1s a growing one likely to attain fairly
conel derable dimensions. The Moshi Ooffee Planters I ~ «.
believe are most anxious that they should he able to send
their Ooffes %0 Kilindini and certainly speaxing for
Buyers with whom I am assoociated we should infinitely
prefer that our purchases of-eoffee eto. oome %o Kilindini
Tther than to Tengay and I feel ocertain that unless
i differentiation of rates were made whioh would oause the
rate %o Tamga %0 be considerably less than the rate to
Kilindini that we should be sble %0 pay a higher price .

for the Moshi 0o %o the Plmmters fhan if the Coffee

omme through than 1if 1t was transported %o

Pdrther the goods required by the Moshi
-

N .

N
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inhabitente both white and black Would probably be Better -
transported via Kilindini thnm!..-

Also I m:--mmﬁof“
between Nairobi uhxmvmmntnmdum'
down of the Voi-faveta Line.

As t0 other private intereets mentiomed’ m“_g.,; Yo,
Oolonial m.m—g I fanoy that there are some

negotiations proceeding with an English oompany or
Individusle for conossaions or purehased 57 lend fofthe
PuIPess of cultivation aleng the Yoi-Taveta hine,

I am not personally interested 5o far as I am gware ;uuew

or indirectly with these projects, mut I understand that
with the olosing of the Voi-raveta Railway these negotia-
tions will be broken off, which at firet sight would seem
unfortunate from the Amteseet of develommemt of the
Kenya Oolomy.

A_lw not a question of prectical politios at
the moment 4he future of the mandated territory on
Tanganyka surely should not be o!ufm__’c.

What is the future of this territory and what is 1te
Present conditden? I am gredidly informed that the state
of Tanga and Dar-es-ealam oompares most unfavourably
with the state of these two towns when in thy oocupation
of the German, It was a faot, I do not know if 1%

st11 18, that the native population of Tangsnyka
were in a discontented staté owing to high taxation and

)




(4) 3..’.

the after-math of war which they in their ignorance
asoribed wholly to the departure of the German and the
arrival of the British.

Thems has been, and I belfave still 1a, - considerable
Propagaiiaa by the G61dtal Scoledy of w
powerful body, 1n Yhe Unifed Shates and elsewhare -
pointing out the supposed difference m the Oot-
and British taxation eto.. Vere -she-Labour nm-—-
unleps considérebly #1Iuted vy persciis T less extrems
views+to 90me into power is 1t too much to express

MO

oonsiderable apprehension at the possibility of the

ex German 0olonies being handed over once more to Germanyl
Personally I think that this would be an extremely likely
event and 1t would be done on the plea of economy.

In such an event the whole of the money of the British
Taxpayer and not an inoonsiderable amount would be

handed over as a free gift to resuscitated Germany
aid™should this happen and no Voi-raveta Line be in

existenoce 1t would be inoonceivable that Germany would then
allow the construection of any line or any traffioc

$o be diverted from Germsny Territory to Kilindini.
Pinally I would refer to the Report Uf Oolonel
Hemmond on the Rallwey Systems - in Kenya Uganda and
Tenganyka Territoriss. I have not been able to obtain
ﬂ“”xmnmnwlmomm

LA L



uhmmma--r-uxw
him Solemel Hemmond is distinetly of the opiniem
that the Voi~favets Railway should be made good.
Vith all dus respect I venture o submit thees
farther considerations to your noties.

PR, VY

’Y*f‘mm 3



The Rt. Honourable Lord Hindlip,
Doveridge Hall,
Derbdy.

Dear Lord Hiadlip, A

Thank you for your httot of the 6tk *
P
copies of a memorandum sent to you by the cohud
and your proposed Teply to it,

course mm-pun'gm" otﬁim tw-._-;
gonsideradble time p come the eontnmn- 86t forth in the
| .0, memo.mre udubto‘b ‘tuctr_wt

that at soms m—uat&'urw il

L.
I am very glad you have made a point about the
road running from Voi to Taveta and Moshi, I travelled a

this road in a car in January 1922 when it was in a nrﬂ'k

appalling state. In the wet weather it would certainly be
impassible, ®specially ae the wooden bridges over the two

rivers have been burnt down., To enable us to get over, we

got thQutﬂct Commissidner to turn on gangs of natives to
£411 up the dry river beds with hundreds of bundles of reeds.

In connection with this road there is one point

which ocours to me which you might think worth while to make
mot.\qmu“uotmlmnuun. some 12 mi




of terms, we judged it best to let
- £ this reilway is pulled up, it will
A mean that the cemetery will Weesn derelict and des
wtid4 animals, ) ]
It Say be that some effoyt will be‘made to bri
in the bodies from this co-tog, end other mmiﬁo :
which- lie along the uu, to some central place Ol ‘
reliwy Wt mzunﬂg would oj_u,nx
of mmey.  .Spould the Govemment ef.Kenm iv lined
umnuhwumt‘-m‘?&
certainly thisk the attentien of W ‘ﬁw
mt,cn-u f__‘_ ncnknntuu
of these u.uﬂu. there would certainly be a hoWl 6f
protest from them today. -

-

Yours sincerely,
(8GD,) COBHAM, , i



o e, 1083,

Wy Lora, s

*hnmm
n-t-‘f-iﬁ" latter of tie d0tn My, -

Reilmy, -u:ul;.ﬁ

letter, IET on Wtuming, ?hoh-tun
mm.uomcwm
'O‘l‘““”ﬂ!‘oﬂ.ﬂ.

Youre sinoerely,




T
@

4o # Domaing Street,
ist June, 1983,

Ny Lora, R

h&n‘..nuohun.ng
thask you for your latter of tue L0KR ey,
m.-—-—-n’t—ﬂm ~ *“'-:
Ratlmay, &nd for mqu--uuu_wc
letter, wich I e retuming. "Yhe DUk fears
umu.wcmm
$0 shich it is necessary to submit.

Tours sinoerely,
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«  LOWD ‘__ :
= — “u e e
Dear siy, — ] 5

on n-n':-nu-igtn ¥ay T sent from Partg by
™egisiered post & letter adiresneq 1o DuEB of ne ire
a% the Golental Ofreoe mum{ab

mumbounuuunmmt 1f my letter




The Private Seoretary.y s Ris Orace The mure or ”r-m.
. Colonial 0ffics,
~ "':- :ﬁi—;
*'. TN
On about she I7sh or 18an mm‘ﬁﬁmv‘r .

Togistered post a letter addressed to-the mure of b'-ﬂ\,
at the Colontal 0rrece mtduu;-onnlﬁ gn ‘lii;—‘ &3

Dear '1!" -

VOT~ZAVETA RAILWAY in the KBNYA coLoNp -~ letter
from Visoouns Oobham $0 me which I askeq to have returned teo
me,

vouumbounmdunmntu-yunu
ourmﬁuhmuwotchu and 1if mo oould you let
me have tmznmmmmr.mkwn. as I have
not got a ocopy,

Yours very truly,




5 - e
e —
Wy lera, o eTemE I

1 = sorsy toSuve Leen 90 lemg Wmeveriag your
Jetter of the L¥8h Yune, dut At I-‘d‘- tine “
trace your pre¥ious lotter of l’lm IQ m.ﬁ
»ith the maserendus on Lhe Vot-f-nu Keilway and the
letter fram hord Cothem ves recelved by the Seeretary of
State, The matter was fully consicered sund 1 atiach
& oupy of & reply vhich 1 sent to you on the let Jume
st the Duke's Fequesti., The lLetter from Lerd Cothem

was returmed in my letter of the 1t June,

1 @ sorry % hear that you have not reeeived
my letier, but 1t was I think seat Lo the sddress in
Paris from whioh you wrote, and may posaibly have gone
“aetryy. Ve tock the liberty of making = oopy of Lerd
Codiam's letter snd Af the originsl hiae gone astray we
shall therefere be able to send you s oopy.

Youre einterely,

" een

h‘&c‘t ~




23rc Jume, 1923

w lere, i

I me sorzy <o have Lcen wo leng WRswering yeus
detter of the 17%h “une, Bt it has tuken seme time t4.° -
traee your previous lotter of tre 19th Mey. Your doWber
with the memorandum on the Voi-T.vali Kailway -l-ﬁ
letter fram hord Covhem ves redelved by the Seeretary of
State, The matter was fully consicered smd I atiach
e oupy of & reply which 1 sent to you on the let Jume
wt the Duke's requesi., The lLetter from Lerd Cothem
was returmed in my letter of tie 1st June,

I @ sorry %o hear that /ou have not received

my letier, but 1t was I think seat Lo the sddress in
Paris from whioh you wrote, and may posaibly have &one
astray. ¥e toull" the liberty of making = Oopy of Lewrd

Codhiam's letter wnd if the originsl has §one astray we
shall therefere be able to send you a oopy.

Youre eincerely,

> [ycu A




June 25th/2s,

Dear Mr Hankinsen, - L
1 an muoh ob1LE8d_fem.youns of 16 RE
T p—— > -
June. : —

I am afraid your letier to me of the TEv-Tune: has neveR ..

B o R
turned up. 1 vqgu he vory mch ohliged 1f veu
would he kind eneugh te send me a cepy of Lond Oobham's ™"
letter. I am very glad you cepied it,

Yours truly,

y

—

¥.0.Hankinsen Beq. .

Gelenial Office_
Nowning Street.s.T.I.




In reply to your letter of the 26th June, :

T enslose o sopy of Levd Codhem'a Tetten. I
WrIy te Jearn that e ariginal has not turned
up,

Youre sincerely,

H




26th Junme,1923

Ny lera,

In reply to your letter of the 26th June,

1 enolese & oopy of Lerd Cobhem's latter, I em .

orry te lewrn that Wis ariginal hae net turned
.

Youre sincerely,




inform the Imperial War Graves Commission
that semi-official representations have
been made as to the position with regard

to certain graves in Kenya in the ‘
neighbourhood of the Voi-Taveta Railway. '

2., 1t is said that:-

. Ja# *In the middle of tie. Serengeti

Si}“"]i’f- :l::a.: x:mm Bast of Selfti
b~ ) ey a*large ‘cametery of The
® . %dead' soldiers who were killed in action.
- P ¢ “It-dies .close to the presemt reilway, and
a‘“ ~ "when we sawit, it.eartainly wes mot in s
o B Rk 9 *good condi tion o

Sir J. Mastwrion Swith. " @) *If this railway is pulled up, it
M1 Ormeby-Gore. *will certainly mean that the cemetery
Inube of Devomabirs *will become derelict and destroyed by

*wild animals. It may be that some effort
*will be made to bring in the bodies from
"this cemetery, and other smaller ones which
: *lie along the line, to some central place
- _ "o, the main railway but that certainly
*would cost a considerable amount of money.‘
*Should the Govermment of Kenya not be
*inclined to take any action with regard
J‘ "to these cemeteries, I certainly think
n of the Graves™ Commission
‘ drawn to them.*
3 The Commiesion will be n




tion with an official of the Commi 8.0 M
much mdruﬂyh&bmmm
| ing the bodies tauIFd in this w
in cemeteries at Voi ahd Taveta. " ; ';,
. s Grace will b gled to
th' this work has been, or 'tll :
| and that he is
definitely that $he=

He-4
4.




