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| \§ASIN GISHU RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION.

Enclese copy of letter from Griffiths and
Ce as te cést per mile in cemperisen with ether
“|works, and claiming te have saved £423,598.
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WesTMINs TER, 5 W1,

80th December 1924,

Rbt.Hons L.C.M.B. Amery, P.C,, M.P.,
)lonial wffice,
‘ G

WHITEBALL,

GI RAILWAY,

A—‘Mfc« e

First, to send all good wishes
for a happy and prosperous New fear, not only to you
and your family, but to Jou &s a Minister of the new
Government which I trust will run its full term,

Next, to send you = copy of a .
letter I have sent officially to the Colonial Office,
You will see that we still claim to be soving - 2g far
&8 We gan sec at the present time - £423,598, of which
only #£170,000 is due to the fall in prices of material,
When we realise that this ig one of the most difficult
Railways ever built in the British Empire, besides being
the mighest, I think, under the circumstences, it is
satisfactory. .

I 2w sending this to you persanally
s it was through your action as Col &l Minister in
settiling up the Committee, of which Lord Kylsant was the
Cheirman, that Messrs. Griffiths & Co. of Africa were
entrusted with the work,

It would appear tonat in carrying
out this work, the Contractors nave bumped up against e
certain amount of opposition not emzn&ting from the
Colenial Office nor from the Crown Agents, obut from
what I think may be termed local antagonism of : few
disgruntled people. I hope, however, that we shall
#ge the work completed in the near future, wnd thouysn
date; 1t is torough no fault of the contractors.,

§ Of course, only the fimal eccountg
cen set¥le exactly what the actual savink ds, but 1

am satisfied that these will show tha't Hessrs. Grirfitvnd

& Company's figures are approximétely gorrect,
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RAILWAY PROGRESS 1IN
SAST AFRICA. ’

——
LOSTOF CONTRACT Br ) DING
{FBOMOUR NAIROBI CORRESPONDENT.)
The ability of the Railway Adainia
W produce increasing revenue with
wsed expenditure continues (o be one
Ut 'the most remarkable features of (|
Kedya economio policy.  Unuygya) inte
T attached to the Budget statement
meently made by the manager My
G LN Pelling, ‘in: consequence of L
rieent. visit o ‘the Colonial Ottice
M. - Folling' recalled - that in 1024 the
o biolstEbtion hiad - takeis over the Voo
e anid the Lake-Albért mdrine and copnen.
oF services. Déaling with' 15q
be pointed Gut that that, raily
hmndling approxinately
onal apen libes for
od 1G4 mile
#n aldition
Yet
er ceut. increase in expenditure
1 expenditure was due entircly, he
W the Incraused use of Africans, in pur-
© of the policy of training natives, and
o Bow in “the workshops not - oy
apprentices, but, Kenya-born Eqro.
1¥6 a8 well,
beginning of 1025 the railway winl
il responsibility for
arzes on the Uasin Gighy | Y
pdint Harbour work, and he could only
ope Ut (ture railway' and harboyr extor,
ons would be usive. i the mean-
would probably have to
© ad_valorem charges at the coast to |
heoip e adwinisteation (o some extont fop |
he interest cliarges, |
Mr. Felliog stated that the Uasin Gishu ling
g built by Me: Norton Griffiths

ilw
he

as oL under his control, |
ted by the contract date. |
Mubmilted ‘1o him ‘showed: that |
would — probably . amoupt © to
or An Uie  neighbourhonq af-f
000 per mile., After ndding interest poir |
Wit tital and: ather charges, the lige wipul
timate ® capital account, bf the
Mol miicl  less: than

ndle, which w ould m an annual

king fund debit of approxi-

Rer mile—a very heavy burden
& Colonles. From a railway point. of
iow, he addhd, thisosme
a thtdugh line the bette
Attentinn may be drgwy tf
made by the Convantlon of cintions. for

UIR 1to the constRuction of the lin.,) -
was - being  buile |
y AMPloyment nf. smiill
“and he anticipated that the |
mgh
Pz mile, while
- &dying - of mial etitatea of at
L &L200 per mile For the KitalFand Sofai |
brafich) DUmMBEE of touders had bean e
beived, bi, thiey comparad nlavonrably with
e wmoubtbat which the Raifway. Department
ooilado tBe Work, and 1t had fhetelore Racy
locidBd, that 't Dttt of construction woulid
e that wdopted'in the Toike:Tana line. He
Tnipated Cotmwnsing. the Salai und Kital)
e o dn, dABmary. 48 by thought: the wark |
*ould b, SUREIHRN advamoed by
[ riext yeur Vo ehtry (e et

5o p
Ve had o weeomimsoded that (he ex:
*nslon to Liganda bel built departmentglly

he smbll ctitract systens. but

roni Tiirhg th the “horder tendorms woly ne |
e called Tfor 'in England and-. prices. some
sred witl the departmental estiniats Boters
Pnstruction ‘was dufharized,
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Dear Sir,
I have to uhwuom the receipt of your

P > " . A T SRR S a L s

18t Januwary 1928

letter of the WM regarding the constructiom
of the Ussin Gishm nulw. and to say that your letter
will be laid bc{.” the Secretary of State upon his
return to England in the niddle of January.

He is, until then, in Switzerland. .

Yours vesy truly,

8ir John Néertom-Oriffiths, Bart., KCB,, D30.




UASIN GISHU RATILNAY.

In view of ¥he motice waich
appeared in the 'IQ" of the Rlst o’tohor.
eopy of whieh '{m o, we have ;hu-u
in emclosing wgg a lether on this metter
which we w'm waa unt to iho Eliter
of the '.q\mu uuuu-

You will no ﬁ‘u ‘this mt Messrs.
m‘h elaim to have saved £423,598, of
'dmh 170,000 only 18 m %o the fall in
prices of meterial,

We have the homour to be, Siz,

Your ebedient Servan
NORTON GRIFFITHS & CO. LTD,

ﬁ/%/,’wf.

T

Director,







L ' ' a.speech by Mr, F :
the cost. 05 iy pwgmm;
made with imated cost of the wcrh now being done
on the !hi,ps-hm. line.

Mnk molf that the Btatments mde. although
purntpl not inaccurate as Tegards gw fa.cts, yet .
are net entirely unbiassed, and f {vate inform-
ation I propese in what follows to séﬁM them to some

analysis.

21,900 @’1:;{“'
; 8. dnc
f.hi- latter does no
«cannot give you.exsct
app@m.uly made up

tom cogt which was stated to e
3 nsen t cxpenditure, and &s - v
my Company's books I

ut the total is very

oY -.. 28

Contractor's . £1,500,000
Gov i
120,000
Resident Enginees 80, 000
(exclusive of ,
dqntracw.rs exp '
Comipensat ion fo; 15,000
‘Original aurvefr.....................; ...‘.v 42,000
Otmtractor‘a Head Office charges. vls weipe 22,500
Profit ---onyc.-.a--o-..-w“,....‘...;-!n "’5,000
Bundry expenses ERt T DR A DI 35, 000
' 21,69y, 500

W you will see that a very large
ture is outside the econtrol of

the gotlier, further, the estimated :
Contracto ur. &t the, Sime of signing the Cohtrect 3
was £1,925,808, 1 in this item gf 3
£423,598 has been r‘n'

| 8pite. of the fact fhet the o\
actual guantities.of fom ) m'laﬁ; in axceaa of 4
those contemplated by & ract.

of this reﬁuq“
in prices ‘of materiad
end the ‘Government red




Next as to the.

of the Thika=-Tana constm
‘There is no sect ion’ on thii

comparable with the ma nitude yf the works

_ Ussin Gishu Reilway between les 50" to 9
who has. trayelled over ‘the ' lines is &

S XS,

A feir cemparison. would be Bay ﬂm ;ﬁ:ion Nalur

Sebatia, which includes some Very heavy vox\k Sabvatia,
cost 'of this sechion, o the Comtrac 8. #£7,000 per milé
to which must be added Governﬂent ax,mdi : i

A further point. the tz‘auk i* the -Tana -
line is all being obtained fram the material weleased from
the re-laying of the main lipge to Mombase, whereas the - -
whole of the trgek for the Uagin Gishu line is new, ead _ -
this, mat'.eris,l alone.cost £2 600 per miqu’gmombaa, -

I am not aware what' the i'hi&--”i'
is being charged-for this second hand ‘treck,
likely to exceed the cost of new t:oeok,
not to0.be. hauled.fran the Coast to Nak
the point wheére it was -picked up to-
wverege some 200 nlles less,; P

da

: In concluaion.
the work is being doné by
‘London is repedted; a8 y -

Griffiths & Co.Ltd. of 0
4

i






