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KENYA
—_— GOVERNM§ HOUSE,
No 121. PI% | UUNAIROBI
A e "
CONFIDENTIAL - KENYA.
soth July, 1986 4ot

g8ir,

1 have tne honour to refer to my aespatch No.21

(Confidential) of February 20th last and to your predecessor!

Conficential despatch (6) of the 8th August, 1924, on the

g
of the immigration of Abyssinian tribesmen into Ken
>
)

BW"/ subject

Nl
1 2. In continuation of this correspondence 1 attach

extracts taken from various letters and reports which have

been received on the subject from time o time and I also

endlose a copy o7 Major Wiles' report which was awaited

whefl my despmﬂh ufider reference was gddrecsed to you.

3. As you will obs.rve 1rom: this correspondence and the

dofMments annexed Lluae Ieasons allegea ‘or tne migration of

owr, country to the Northern

Abyssinian tribesmen {rom thelir
Frointier Frovince are:=
(1). Tue mal treatment and ti1or.. practised on them,
and
(:1). The metboas cf eXxtort.orn and robbery rescrted to

by subordinate AbDyssinian orficials.

4. 1 trust that you will congider the above incicdents

sufficient evidence for the Abyssirlan Government to be

an effictent senior

approached and strongly urged to appoint
official to adminieter South Abyssinie.

6. 1 will addreses you shortly on the mattcr of the

be

proposed repatriation of the Degodia to which «llusion wav

ac sy atch No.186 \

mace in 8ir Robert Coryndon's conficential

J.-f&\ WY or July e5tn 1924.
1% I have the honour to be, Sir,

LS Your most obedient, numble servant,
¥
IGHT HONOURAHELE
COLONEL L.C.M.S.AMERY,P.C., M.P. v 1

SPCRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES, 4 ! 3
DOWN v, LOKDON 5.W. +§ DERUTY. j
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Extract “ro. tne U7ficer in Charge bta hing'g @.:;;r.
Rizles' letter o. tane 27tu xiay, 19%s

nferMea Ao ot. AUu. wlia- st .cala e IFeaoul. -ul
Lae at Ul 018 LI10e cums.p w¥ED Lo ws Dloe Lt Auydg8lnians
wgB on account v:i ..e WElly al ma. =L allenl lue, Dou
recelveu &t the dulfus ol Ll.e .aller, alu ibKE€w ..l Lo lel we
(ave a LTu€ anu & turale a.tuaw eo tu il L. aviaesly
happened.

This 18 nls story. "Fur lie last <U seats I LaVe g
to pear tue treatment ol ilux Hadasu. I aave ueve: uvoyecled
‘to pay tribute, out latterly amyone ane =Ve:, oLe wo o to
come ana demana lrioute, woich if Lul LAaL2iE. uver, Was lanen
.. .- -by iorde usually resulting in the death of une cr aore
" . Degodlige As well as this, large b=nas 6% Habasn useu to
"pillet" themselves on us with lhe usual demands LoTr fooa
... .ete. Apart from this, Degouia men have Leen agp.ived of
tueir priyal€. Parts;-women have becn rapec and 1L many cwses:
arc Low PregRanty-weh unc even Wolern ngve been slot; one
womay wag; burnt; By own taugliter was taken away, :nd not
s - been seel ur heara ai since. In view of all this we ueciaed -
: to-Gome bver To g counlry wuere there Was law ang order ani
lioVe @erese 0. ANE hePvsn s bucs wlock ana varreiv I we not
oW 10w many people arn sLOCL calln OVer, out o «now that

ngné of-our tride are left in Abyasinia.

= At present we are in thne area BIL WAK - SUNA -
BUFOLI - lAKABA. I do not want Lo roo anyone €laeg of their
water or ,E?azine, and will go wuerever the osritisn tell we
Lo go. Sut we will never go back o Abyssiria. We are guite
willine Lu odey the “Bwana", .n. cVenL Pay n osnall trivute
1f askea to a0 so."

I peanl€a cwl Ly oAQOUI Al
Ll i.uuL a-Cusallionlo agallLSl J.t AL
pv ver, carefil ay o fi.s lavls. .
¢ DBG wal- M3 pulEectl, trus. ( Ma,
4 S€pd. 4 FOTt 1v. $ioes o e
X dune o
. : " wZ.ilg, . . b Clai ot o “l
€ I L4 L hea
P e th
L
!
Vel
€ b4 er . a v Na, s s
wf sl us L Lulls SULe, 2w

4 Aol Ac.ger, Jivreal, J< Ciluualuued Jibreal, aged
20 years states tnatl ablul ~ JeaFu @y L wWas grasing stock
when a party of Abyssinlah cate and suol Bii wnd took 300
head of cattle which he was grazing. He was left lying on
tne ground. The shot went Larowgh his rigat ars and :
fractured botn ol nave exqained his arm and it is

practically u

g. Hassan M. ﬁuargh, Sec. Abdi Yusuf, aged
. - g 23

3




&9-years, spates that avout 6 years ago he was living in
s village near Odo, when a party of Abyssinian soldiers
raided them. They killed 7 men of nis manyatta, took away
all the young women, and castrated him. I have verified
his statement with regard to himself.

3. Haroun Helfu, Miaumal, augeu & years was brought
betore me for 1nspectlon. He haa been castrated. I was
informed that this nad been done about 4 years ago by a
party of Abyssinians who raided two villages, killea 17
men anu & women ana took all the stock.

4. Anamed Monamea, Jibreal, Sec: Mohamea Jioreal,
&(€d D4 states that avout 3 yeurs ago & party of Abyssinian

golaiers arrivea at his village and asked for the ’lﬂw i

He went out to them and was tied to a tree oy mis hnfd.l. l

The solaicrs then went into tne village where they kille
44 people ootlh men wnd women, and topk all the stock. They
then returnec to hiw.apli cut off his left hand apu bung — -
it round hls neck ahd oroke wle Fight wrist. 1 nave - - -
verifiea the nature off fke inguries. e

4 AL

" W - ¥ e : 'wl * 7
$., 8alaa be‘w, €L, &ged:20 years, states i
| €
. Y

that he was witn the \en- tiie” Apyesinian soldfers 7
raiaed his vi ge. saut off nis-left B L T —
geverely injured his 'y taleg @nc owck, I-have-yerified
the pature of the injupdes. S ———_

*

6. Heffo Aden, Jibresl, Sec: Mobamed JibreAl Fagde
31 statec thut he was with the above villgge amd 5.8 shot -
through shoulcer by the same party of soldiers. He states
that he waa not attempt to resist them. I have seen the
pullkst mark through nis oulder.

7. Danir Auen, orother o! Lne above states tuat on
lue same cvcasion ne had Kis arm cut open with a swords I
have ceen the wounu on Lis arm. -

all Bl vioreal, 3ec:Monamec Jibreal, ageu
U years, slates lal «0O0Ul ~ j€éars g0 & arty of
ADyselnlal askarls Caic &lofg wuel e was ETazing catile
@ne LooK nic &l vlew nle rignt 1f witn & rifle, ana

Look a:d tue catile. e ., n Ll le dloBlng.

41 will e nulee luel poune ol lhe above atrocities
arc . Jfeeenl catle. Monameou ADul ulules thal toere nave
veen lecwel alrcocilles recently, oul an even greater
extortion of slock. Ul the lalle: ue Las falled at present
Lo prouuce proof.

\ e R e,

Extract frox R.M.Consul Southern Abyssinia's lette:
Ec.5)1/24 of 1lbth August, 19a4.

Fitaurari Ayella hae writtenm to Fitaurari Hapt
Georgls, the Minister for War asking that a ccod Ab

be sent ¢own to administer this tribe permanen
polnted but to me thal young relations of the |
Var have been appointed io tae past, who come \
with the only idea of feathering their nests and do

ot ;:;»go‘é:. mnx
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may give. 1 have theretore written to H.l.Charge
d/Affaires Acais Ababa informing aiwm of this, ana Lave
ventureu to suggest tunat tne sinister for War be askea
Lo see thal & good wan oe sent wown.

Bxtract Ir'rou the Ufficer ir Char, e Lortuern rrontier

Province's Lo.:_ /A/50/25 of tue lotn darch, 1s25.

For many years t.cre nes been a yulet riltratien of
refugees frou Abyssinia 1rto sritisn territory, almost
entirely confimed tu the 80T intc the area gouth and
Wesl ol wouyale, anc Luie Gabbra, east of Lake fudolf.
Tiils was wue, not so much to 1ll-treatment received at ./
the hanas or the Abyseinians, but because the latter
Made such heavy uemanas on their stock. It has been »
intec that slavery also was reW@ponsible for sending them
«4Cross toe boruer, out I think, that though undoubtegly
tne Boran were taken us slaves, in some cases veluntarily,
4Rt this cannot ve considered to be the real c 35

Ar imcigration. 5

.

e g

T iBarly in 1924, a totally .ifferent. ams €Ct was put on
the question. - . & W “

) A - N\ .
g L h '
Insteag. of md“m cpPising th -b&er ana join+
Ing their own peoPle or gur ‘sice, a complete trive, )
nur.ely.;g:;,pegcuin, Cwfe woross with all their stock,
some 3000 men, women anc chilaren, anud agout 30,000

hege ol wixeu wstock. The uLead Decoulu culef, Wober ADUi,
lac Leer lntervieweu U, weverwl officers in tae

lortuerr Frontier Frovince, 1omcluuln Lajor A.L.Miles,
Le3sCo, K.Co Heidozritisn Consul for Southegy Avyssinia,
aiu 1t 1s perfectly clear thuat the only reason for them-
BUCL @& drawlic step was wue lo the cruelty
£resslon they recelved at lne uanus ol the
nlanse fuis tue /€ 0UlE Lau put up with feor nany
Jears until matter. becawe unvearable. Urficers Bave
testifiead to seelrn actucl inuivicual s who have
recelved mal-trewtment atl tae hunus of tpe Abyusinigng.

Ferhm,s 1t woulu nol be amiss to mention here that
lmous In wscriving their ill-treat-

ment te orne y» one Loj Beli, the Governor of that
portion ol Abyesinia, l.¢. the Daua River. Tuis
intivicual wa. recalled, and it ig unierstood wae
ordered to Aculs Ababa to answer for his sins. Be that
&8 1t pay, be §& now back in uils olc haunts, and has
€ven been reported our our sl.e of the sorder, carrying

on Lis famous "relign of terror®.

Extract frox H.M.Consul Southern Abyssinia's letter
¥0.7/8/45 of the 19th Marcu, 1925.

B CUNLF

I have notuing to add, except to endopfrse

Col. Muirhead's statement, that it woulu be guite
dmposesible to r epatriate the Degodis at present, as

without any c¥nior Abyssinian official in the Liban
\ i : “ Province,




Province, they woula be persecuted by every scallywag
Abyssinian and woulu immeuiately return to British
territory again.

- I beg “to refer you 5ir, t. my 35/5/24 of 15th
August, 1924, in which I askeu, that the Minister for War
might be approached in order thut an Abyssinian of some
rank w«na stanaing could ce sent down to look al'ter the
Degodia. I do not cnow if it is the intenticn of The
Minister for War te do thisg, to send wown Fitaurari
-Ayella again or if a new Covernor of voth Borana aru
Liban is to be appointeu, but I can not express too ]
strongly the want of a Governor over both these yrrovinces.

S

6)
Extract fmg, Keny(( Colony Intelligence Eeport fer
the mntn, qmunrsotnf.pn,l, 1926.

- ..;_F ...... -

- 3 refuse to mknowl; h.u .
5 Foan séen tobeafmiyceneon
nigggr fo Wa.r and &lwost all the officials
ofthese twe pla.ccd are ‘relat;one of Lis.

I unuerstand that LeJ Be.lu has left for Aadis
Ababe. I hope thet on his arrival he will be Imprisoned
fx:'r his treatment of the Degodia. I do not know if all
e Degoula have now veen concentrated preparatory teo
x, 'Y repatriation. Tue Officer i/c N.F.P. is expected
"BRdftly at Moyale and I will discuss the matter with him
bt I cannot recommend tneir repatriation to Abyssinia
until & ¢oou officer i:¢ sent cown to tuke charge of them.

<ee==--0000000--~---~




’0.27/1/25 .

British Consulate,

“ Southern Abyssinia,

Mega.

April 27th, 1925.

Sir -
: ' I have the honour to forward my report on the annual
migration of the Boran from the Abyssinia to e Northern
Frontier Province and the cause thereof. ‘

ﬁi‘ Boran Province belongs to the Minister for War -t
Fitaurari Hapt Tgls, and is agministered for him by &
<local Governey, - 8, responsible to him direct, .- 4
s T e '
The Bor ik ‘aré divided into two main sectiomh
ek ® the Sabbu is Geydu, of the.
an{Governor of the whole provine
“who-¥s at present at Addis Ababa.
= 3 u% s Governor o§ the whole of the
ran ovince, he is. LY., Tegponsible for the taxi of
the Gona Section, 'H‘k&rdi 'nfde Gabriel, who.-x ,:s. Y
at Arero, is.respongible for the taxing of the bu )
section. There are two general taxes, ¥ ety

Sablu and Gona. . Fie
Gona Guyu, and. the'

~. (a) An ennual tax of dollars 16 & year per,nrm.
or its equivalent in stock.

A Karra is a hundrec head of stock, cattle, camels or
horses. - : -

(b) A tax levied by the Minister for War on both
sections of the Boran in equal proportions,
this has only been levied twice, one ofter the
Wholio war in 1916, when 600 heaa were taken,
ana in 19235 wnen 1000 bullock were levied.

-The general tax 15 paia in the foliowing manner,
50 many karra are ellotted oy the Minister for War to
Fitaurari Ayella and Fitaurari Walde Gabriel. I think
both these officiale are allotted 100 kara each. From
these they take the annual tax of collars 16 per annum,
with which they-pay themselves anda their own private
soldiery. The mino¥y officials are allotted so many karra
according to their rank, they alsc have to,pay themselves
and their private solaiery from this ann tax. The
Government soldiery are also allotted karra, some as much
as 10 and the least 3 karra each.

© This tax of dollars 16 per karra is the only tax
ordered by the Govermment, and is not in any way
exorbitant for the enormous amount of steck the Boran
own, but you can realise that the system of farming out
of natives for s is in itself an ext i
for corrupt practice.
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the Boran owner to pay his tax on a certain date, if he
cannot pay in dollars he produces stock instead, the stock
i8 supposed to be valued by the 3oran elders o7 the manyztta,
but in many cases the stock is valued by the Abyssiniuns
themeelves at a« much lowe: brice than it is worth, the stock
ic then n.nded back to the sorun owner o! the karra to nold
until the Abyssiniarn tax Cullector requires it, in the
meanwhile roobbers may appea:r anu 5€l2e tne stock paid as tax,
whereupon the 3oran has to pay his tax over again. Apart
from this, the 3oran nave t. feea all Abyssirian solaiery
billetea orn them for tax collecting, or statilonea at their
manyattas for the purpose ot protecting them against

robbers, most of these soluiers take a large quantity of
milk apart from stock wonlclh tie, make 1nto ghee aha sell

for themselves. Any officiel Pacsiryg throygh Rorana g
to b. fca oy the Boran on meat wio milk, this they
of bitterly, as to feed the large retinue wnicn accof
an Abyssinian official 1s a blg arelrn on their milk aml
meat gup;ly, especially in ury season. The Abyssinian
selajery do not hesitate when bPasslng through Borana, to
rob Mmanyattas ol stock for themselves.

i At tgoe three great Abyssinlean restivals, Baster,
-”uscd anu Curistmas, the Boran have to provice bul goks « _

'for the Abyssimi.n officials to B1ll for their men.

hg to provide transport for tue movement of offic

£ at tim€s are ordered %o.work.at the cifferent Abyssinian
_¥1llages,~@ld of this withoﬂt{;e\y of any sort. < e

£
[ * .

Cn toﬁ‘vx‘ tuls at times they are persceuted by
roovers, "shiftas", wno senu and agemznd from dif{fc¢rent
Ranyallas gumes «s i .8 collars 3QQ Per manyatta, if ‘this

1z not forthcoming immedi.tely, the culefs of tue munyatta
coricerned are €aptured an. helce tu ransom until the sum

cliandea 1o paic. o 1ve un o ar Stence, gome ¢ lays north
of here a! Jurupa, a ban. of 6C armec chiftas 1a cperating,
‘hls banc 1. composeu « 1, of governwent soluiers who

are .iscatisfled with

Pay, Lulye ban. rave wemanaed

PPus seVeral Joran maliyatltas a' #acnlly ane Led s of
20 woliirs per manyatla ai. s bullocks accoraing to ‘
the 8lze 07 taoe manyatla, wit; o lhat 17 the munyaltus
wu ol pay We suade wtllaliwed, Llie, @#2.li puller.

The ourei w0 Lot complalr of the Clgher
out complair vitterly (I the acls of toe mifo:

and solulery.

These wii:crenl forms o viPpieoe.on anu 1nairect
Laxatlon auded te tue fuct Wt -l limes Lney are persecuted
by shiftas, are the maln cause: of tuelr wiygration to

British territory. .

There aulways hus been a greal Geal of irntercourse
between tne British ana Abyssinlan Doras, in fuct many of
the Dirre Boran keep thelr sheep 15 British terr: tory, as
far soutl as Garba Tula anc the Uase, anu have uone so
for many years.

Moyale is now the centre for all trade ir Borana, end
many natives from Abyssinia come there, to sell thelr stock,
to be aoctored etc., and wnilst there they sée the benefits
of being under the British rule, they see they can sell
their stock without hawing to PAY & market tux of a dollar
per head, ey hear from the British Boran, that they live
at peace a¥d only pay their annual tribute and are
Pprotected from marauding bgnds of shiftas, in fact it is as
if Wiltshire living under the feudal s qt: saw Glousester-
shire progressing umier the methods of 1925. 7

i
%
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It is quite iwpossible to stop these miprations - rom
thie Britisn side of yne border, owing to the factl of Luc
extremely long frontier, ana tue amount of troops it would
take to patrol the frontier successfully and to the fact Liut
the British Boran are orly tco ready to receive tuneir
relations from over tne 0Oruer, ana Lo niue loem Iroi. the
kiowledge of tumeir officer 11 charre. Tue remedy lles entirely
with the Abyssinian goverrment, 1: 1 the first Place a
blg enough Soverror coul. be appoliniled lu Sorana WO woula D

1

in sule commana o: tae Province tupelner wits Livan ana tue
Degouia ape woulu not oe frigntenec 1I he at ltempted any
ilmprovemeht of Belng accuseu of Leirn; pro-sritlson and oIl try-
ing to sell his country to forel n.rs ara coul. ve maqe
bersonally responsiuvlc ror wne welfare ana taxation .of the
tribes under him, by tuis 1 mear, thal 1f tne present form

©of, farwing qut of native. I'o: taxat:.on couly he _abeli
- &nd the taxes coulw be collected Ly paim«ove e
_iand brought into the Governor of Borsna who.then
Hisminor officials and goleéiery diyect, and if.
try coulu receive Justise without igmee
' e bribes to,det JGhely tades s 3
L& :

: TRER AR
i A A = s R Lo = xS e AR
LT have pointed-aut to the Abyssinime of Fi GIel o thi
stupiuity of this action, as if tnty axe g S5irous . 01! réfuge
refurning to Abyssivia, this .. tie one vay to GPriveE tiem
from Abyssinia altogether. I have Just heard-th:t the Ministey
for War has orderea that returning refugees are not to be
taxed. Aguin many officisls in Borana, in tue past, were
shiftas, und were <nown by tag Borapa ior the stock they

stole from them anc tneir caiefg the, ;. up tc ransom, these
during the past 5 years nave beern rdonea LYy sler
for War, ana appuinteu anor official. i: LLe Ty,
it 1s difficult tu believe tu U tpes. :
tueir navits.

AL i Ik, L 3
report hu.la/L/tq 14 iy 4 CRETeaslicrn o
tnis trio

They a:e Cla Wi 1l e Law
allulng ar ) " ia Lo.v
sufrerea A Jd.: 5
at tie pest 4 Lit 1te, nua .
all Somalis arg IR Tagl
grouna, outl tue remeay t lyr . tiorn o Peuvps
agaln lies entirely witn tie A 8. i A ! el
1 nave maue avout tne . luatratl ur o rala, a
exactly the same maun @ ty tne . U.la.

I shoulu lik:
present Uovernor ¢! B
tne Boran, wuna has &lw
of shiftas, but like all Abyssinlarns he
aepenaent on whal ¢ makes out of Laue cow §)
frightenea of velng accuscd of Lrylng to sell nig country
to the B#itish.

aleu

Iy, aliu la very

1 have etg. i
L €8,
M.Minigter,Addis Aoaban H.M.Consul, S.Auy: $%48%- !

i
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