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SIR ' Governar's Camp, Sheikb, 5th November, 1925

W ep Teference to your despatch No. 126 of 9rd ‘Octobier® on the subject uf
(he use of the yornaculas i native edueation, L.have the honaur to reply that the
7 -ig.phe Whiohi-gt the »gan;entqhot of direct interest to this Protectorate

atter 18:0 i > A
:?\:‘132 ‘to-the laek' ofy tional; focilities. “The oply school in.the Protectorpte
“frein the Korahi¢hcho villages i¢ a small primary school in Rerber

apar

w;;mx:é“ ‘]‘.iﬂ:le‘. ig tﬂ“klghf« bu\

eaging and;, writing in Arabic and elementary

mensaration.®
2

 Thore' i no writtehi -Somali language : the spoken language is.a
Arabic, and. the. Arabig la,ggﬁgi'%e can express adequately Somalt :cgp@pbm :
\rabic characters cennot bs employed to.represent Bowali sonnds. * Books in -Sattal
would be confined to ‘school booksispecially written for.the purpose and would. pot
perhaps opon, up aventes:to wider thought. The nse of Arabig instead of:Sdmali
1. primary educatioa, ‘0n the other hand, ‘would give the key to,the. &hole ratige of
\rabic litérature. The Somalis claim kinship with the Arabs and are proudiof it.
ad seem Yo Jearn the longuege casily. It would therefoye sppear to be a question
«whether Arabic should not be used in prima dducation rather than the veinaellaf:
9. 7 entirely agree that slementary education shonld be carried ottt through
-1 medium of the vernacular or sofng la.uguas,e aki to it. T do ot fest compstent;
i expreds 4n opinion us to the psyehological value of the vernacular. | doIgel,
tu)wévé;'r;‘-' that thete is 2 definite danger in the use of Lnglish a3 a medibm of
imstrpetf

on in elementary education. — There is room i Governnient offices” and
_ommierainl louses, for 2 vertain pumher of natives with. an elementary knowledge
i Exkligh reading.nud writing but the-dse of Euglish in primary-education tends
1o neke the'«fé'fxyggi%‘r much in excess of the demand. Yot thé distinetion of clérical
workepd opposed to technical ot manual work appears td have invaded Africy and
of most natives ou getting cven elementary education seems to be a clerieal
post. W The elimination of “English Jrom primary education would, obviate this.
danger and would give g better opporfunity for the development of a native in-song
they Une of life of greater utility than mepe clerigal work. Tt must, however, be
admfited that the j’lminanon of English from a bchool. curriculum would als
sreatfy reduce the'desire for education with the Somalis, a§ it ‘is onlyixegarded ag
4 means of earning money and -a knowladge of English appetrs to lc the shartest
road to. this end < coTa
4 T agree mogt particularly in recommendation No. ¥ that ‘where Fnglish i-
yuught it should be taught well aud that only iu Secundary achonls
5 I do not find myself in such agreement with recmmersbitien ST Whey
o hoy has embarked on the stage of sccondary edivation, - precamalily with the
uden of earrying on his edveation for some three oo four years v ths e b

e T T ERT

mind should be sufficiently trained to altow hom o benefit bo dstoieter all
literary subjects in some other language thun the vernacular Tnotechal ant
«ientific subjects [ presume the vernacular i ot of the quest: Pethy
madequate 1 make u proviso that for the best results the tea b Cohave
wrfect command of the vernacotar hinselt toeuable him o give v (attians
the mother tongue of passages v phrases whick might Lot he
“derstond
6 As there are tor Missions estabished 1o this Protet cane 0 an dnable 1 I
Sunte expert opinions nthis despat e 1 b discussed heomatter noats bocal 1
~peets with officers - f the Protectorate Tuits more e et I hase erhape
ceen anfluenced by the recollection of my own personal expenens e twenbe svears s .
4 oedueation n South Africa where the problem - resented certam puints s i
nolarity ,
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ao ERNORS CAMP ‘1

STIE TKH,
5th November, 1925.

sir, : L3 - e

~ With reference to your despatoh No.126 of October
Brd?&éh ‘the subject of the use of the ’véma’&:ular in native "
education, I have the honour to reply that the” matt,e; is
one which et the moment is not of direct interostq tq ‘this
Protsctoraﬁ owing to the laek of educational facilltles.
The only scheol in the Protectorate apart from: tle Keranio\
schools in the vlllage84( is a small primary gchool in'
Berbera where little is taught but reeding amd writing in
Arebic and elementary mensuration.

2. J‘heré is no written Somali langusge: thg sPOkan
language 1s'§kin to Arebic and the Arebic lamgnage ua;u
express adequately Somali conceptions, but Arsbic chargsters.

cennot be employesd to represent Soma.h souuds. Hooks in '
gomali would be confined to school booka speclally mtten_
for the purpbse and would not perhaps oven up avenmues to
wider thousht. The use of Arsbic instead of Somali.in
primary education on the other hand wuid give the key to

the whole ranme of .rabic literature. 'he Somalis claim R
kinship with the Asrabs and are proud of it und seem to
learn the longuage eas:ly. It would the¢refore appear to
be s question whether arubic sncuid not be used in primary
sducation rather than the vernacuiar.
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‘ t_tha alimmation»nf‘.ﬂngl gh!
2180 greatly. rgjé\‘ )

regarded as a means of earning money and a knowledge'cf
L English appears to be the shortest road to this énd.

47 | sgres most particularly in recommanda—- ‘
tion No. V that where #nglish is tamght it should be
tnght well and that only in Secondary schools.

5. I.do mot find myself in such sgroement with
reoomnandafion V1.  Then a boy has emb arked on the stage

.of aacondary educat).on, it is prosumsbly with the ides of

thz;a ;ima his mind ahould be sufficiently trained to allow’

e i st A

. cmmg on‘ big ”duca’cion for some thres or four years. By




In fe'!} ijeal and
‘ ; i 1: of ths‘
question. ‘as bemg maﬂaquaﬁe.' ! maks a prov"‘sa that for t
best results the tqadher mist have a perfect Gommbid’ of ’che
vernacular himself to snable hJ.m 0 giVe vivid axpla.natmns J

in the mother tongue of pessagea of phrases which might otheg:

’

-m.se not-be undésatdod.

6. As. there are mno L'I:Lssmns estabhshad in thxs

Prot‘egt’qrate { am unable to _quote oxperi opiniend in this- '

iiésyatﬁh'.- i hava dfscussed. the matter in its local aspecta ‘

with offloerf of the Protec"p:ate. {n its mox'e general
aspeat ! ‘have nerhap:—ifeau infinenced by the uacqllsciuo/l

of my own persqngl expeu\@s,g twen ty yel..n% ago bf edm.atwn

in sbuth A\rlca\svhere the probl am pres e;:t#& \C\w@ taﬁm pointa

of similarity. oo LN g
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