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i #I No. »SOMALILAND

The acting GOVERNOR to the
(Received 23rd November, 1926.) 

[Anstoered by No.

mISECRETARY OF STATE.
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(No- 1^0-) Governcr’s Camp, Sheikh, oth November, 1925
With refercilce to JOUT despatdi No, 1>26 of ajd-October* on the subject ul 

one-of Sie vernacular in native edueatmu, h have tjie honour to reply that
the iiiQment^8=tiot o£.d,ireci mlefeal to this Protectorate 

laS^^^^Sd^6iori41;facilitie8. the only school in. the Protectorate 
'’"“ii^^AyfKorllMlmlils^-tlie Villagesis a small primary school in EcrbeijJ

an| writing- in^ Arabic and elementary

no'writtei-SomaU lan^nge i the spok™ lanf^agii is, ftlffit to 

wol.ld be confined t^-school tyjokflispecialiy -vvrilAeii for.the purpose and.^^uldomt

.ifiSE, .,S:5sS£S?
bether Arabic abonld not be used in pnjmarv education rather tlum thu votnpjte' 

n I entirely agree that .olementarv eiincation should be earned out ('“t-'lhSh 
ledium of the vernacular or splUB language akin to it. I do oat feel compe^ht;

1 ^ express an opinion its to the psyohological value of the vernacutar. 1 do feet 
‘lOwevdr-'that there is a definite danger lu the use or Engltah as a medium ot ' 
mstructi'on in elementarv education. There is room tn Governnient ofiiees and 
omnibrcial liou^.for a certain number of nati.vca with iin elementary knovvledge 
f EuP?!! readlM-.aud-writing but tho'BSeaif Engli.* in primary edimatipn tends 

o. iiiS aie'-'shM^ hnn^h in exces.s of the elemand. Ypt.tfie distmctioii of clerical 
»..rfc«m'otJPo8edVn technical or manual work appears to have invaded Afncft and 

Biimf most natives on getting even elementary education seems to be a cwrieaf 
^The elimination of English ^rom primury eduration »<iiild ohvpato t)na. 

Luicer'and would give a better oppor.Iuniiy for the development of a iiattye in koiiM 
. thet line of life o| greater uttlitv tliap mere clerical vvork. Tt, ntusi, tunve^r be 
admitted that the elimination ol EUglish fropi a..khool cumculuiu would Map 
•re-atly reiuce the desire for education with the .Soihalis, M it onlyacgnrrtoil M 

a meana Q.£ earning money and a knowledge of; Engbsli appears to 1 <■ the shortest
tuad to this end ' ■ . , i ,

-4 I a^ee mo^t particularly in recommendatiou aSo. X- that wlfen- I n^^liwh • 
light it should be taughri wrU aud that only ui Soounefary

5. I do not find myself in such .tgrvenu'nt wnh ren •tuiikmdI.ii «.i, \ I VU\ci 
if hoy has embarked on the stage of aiHoudary fdii-aii 'ii k i- t.r,--,irniililv .vitli iho 
idea of bis education feu' soim.* nr fuui Uv tin-
niiud Bbould he .Mithciently trained tg, allt.w him t.- hiMudit hs .i,-st 
litt-rary Bubieets lu HOint* other laujiTo.iiit' thiio thf YerMa. ul;ir in 
“h lentiftc siihjectd T [irfsnine the v.-niat iilia |- is fit uf the 
fiiiidequaU^ I make a that for thf ivsults the tefo):'-;
's-rfei’t nirninaii'l of t In* \ friiat n lar h i m<*’l I I'' GiiahU* him to v»- ■■ it • 
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111governor's camp.

STl! i'k H, 
5th Novaaher, 1925.

i' NO.155. XV

Pw
6:*Sir,

3ith refersnee to your despatch Ho.126^ of October 
Srd^bh the subject of the use of the'Temacalar ih native 
education, I have the honour to reply that the' matliey.is 
one which at the uoment is not of direct interest|;tq this 
proteotori^ owirg to the lack of educational facilities. 
The only school in the Protectorate apart from the Koranic. 
schools in the villages^ is a small primary school in' 
Berbers where little is taught but reading and writing in

I•.I! ■
liI

i UiI
i
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1Arabic and elementary mensuration.
yherO is no written Somali language; thp spoken

?
S
I' 2.

language is'^giin to Arabic and the Arabic language cap
adequately Somali conceptions, but Arabic ehar^ters

Brooks in

Ii express
OBimot be employed to represent Somali sounds.
Somali would be confined to school books speoially written

a
f

for the purpbse and would not perhaps ooan up avenues, to 
The use of Arabic instead of Somali.inwider thourdit • 

primary education on 
the whole ran^^-e of ..rabic literature.

the other hand wouid give the key to f 
I'he Somalis olaim

kinship with t'ue Arabs and are proud of U and seem to j
It would th( refore appear to 
sncuid not be used in primary

learn the language easily, 
be a question whether ^ratiu 
education rather than the veniaciuar.

o.

it -ft Ponouruble

■TT-CCLCN2L L.C.M.3. .'JA2H1. h...,
0 tc ► ,

Secretary of State for the Goioniea.
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./, aaEdltr«d4h^t the fllimdnatioiv^f ,i)^li^^
■ from'a ^sWal jonrrionlua M«ld also greatly .raduQo^ „(■
desire for 0^cat|.on''mthas it is oiiy,' ' ''' 

■ " regarded as a means of earning money and a knovrledgo of 
English appears to he the shortest road to this end.

4» i agree moat particularly in recommenda­
tion Mo. V that vshsre English is tanght it should he 
taught well and that only in Secondary schools.

5. I do not find myself in such agreement with
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recommendation YI. . Wien a hoy has eiiarked on the stage 
of secondary education, it is presumably with the idea of 
aaiyihg oti his 'leducation for some three ox four years. 5y^

trained to allow -
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Sp
'k



iii 1I»s
I 1II

11■ .y-i ‘

aw to. .-.-.I- ■» -f
^ientifiS; ||)|e6t3-:i;]Spa^e the vejaacular is of the- if 
question'as being in^eqa'ale, I make a proyi'so that for'thq 
heat results the 'tqahher muSt have a perfect ttoim^d' of tte j
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vernacular himself to enable ^ to’^ve vivid arplmationa 
in the mother tongue of pasB^as, or phrases vSiich might othoi 
-Tries not be vbideifBt'doa. ' '

As4here are no giasions established in this

T-

2
J

■6.

Protectorate I am unable tp quote expert opinions in this
1 have discussed-the matter in ite lot?a^aspects 

In its more general'
despatch.
with off ioere of-the Protectorate.
aspect I have perhape'diasn ihfluenoed by the ■eocolleotion ■ 
of my own person^ elqpBri^pc.e: twenty yeirr^ ego of^bdmuatidn | 
in south ifrieaSvhero the.problam presSitId ce>tiin points

i

ii

of similarity.
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Imi •Servant.
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