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The original proposal for a railway frow
Nakuru acroee the Uasin Gishu Plateau to Hricerre<§
(205 miles in all) is described in Mr. Ezechiel's
pemorandum just below. It was first modlned,ror
the sake of reduqd’ expenditure, by ending the line
at S0y on the western edge of the plateau (mile 9.
The traCe a8 far as tLis point, as surveyed in 1914-15
s shewn Cy tne black line or the plan annexed. i

Last Autumn we were pressed to agree to a
line starting from Mau on tre Uganda Railtay, on

1r.e sumnit cf the *,’u Lse-‘rmr wbich would meet
tne 1914-15 trace a! the South Western edge of
the Uasin Giahu Plateau. Tnis route was to be
G MAlo (tomits,)

acoompanied ty a gpur fra Nakumkmver( and then
possitly turning North East to feed the settled area
CL tne Lower Mclo, i

A survey of tne Mau ;'a‘te has led to the
discovery of a tuird alternative, linking the black

I et
line at we meLEB<xlurl Station with the proposed

TO.te which ls shewn in red on the plar. Theés Chord

‘ins ! nave marked on the plan by a creossedpencilled

lone. kove:rtson, the KL lreer who has been
N charge Cf tLe surve. le a man of great experience
and abll:ty ana we tak- it for gracted that his
Fropisa. represents the best possible route to follomw.

Aisptna >
The Boy 18 not materially differern’ f- this route
fran the tlack trace of 19i4-1¢.

In the Governcr's telegrar it 1g statec
trat the new line will cost DO mMOTe than the ek /.
raute and tie Mo Alser gy tege tier allowing for
the necessary recanstruction of the preseant line

Letweern Nakuri and Mau. We must, I thiix, ma'® un-

$11 Colonel Robertson arrives vefere we can f.l.y



understand how much reconstructicn of the exlsting The draft of the contract is in C.A.574339/20.

line :;—H—A";:req“:red. 1t may be that recanstruction

- arl, ,
;&ﬁ be & matter for the ﬁfn&a‘ remote future and

The general terms have beern carefully considered

and there seeums no reason to vary them in any

material respect. The change of route will

4. Lo
require same changs in the um&e&en of the

sections whicn is contalined in the preacle t< tne

4 that unt:l times are petter we could get on wiihcut

it But [ d0 not on tha' accant suggest that the

Moo roaute snwlld after o, pe adopted. It seems

erteil that the Ziret part of 1t from Mau would De

At

contract and it has to ve decided for how many

ot _— ’ -
diffizult to construct and ATk and we 8hou.a no dabt sections we contract fortuwitn, My osn inclinatinn

cite defirnitely in favour of gthe route

le to contract !or‘ the anola/m the expectation

that before the whel= is completed we stall have .ot

arxious tratl the sufficient loan funde in addition tc those which

Y
Lo puaden
are M contamplated. It would have ths

(o lha sy x worst possitls effsct on the Uasin Gishu settlers

-eh Lo’ and on those in the Trans-Ngole(district. (which

OTk Degwr. a8 8OO0l as

rossitle and tnere can oo no dou't that he is r.gnt
I .

i0 Wnife i, .at,With tre present stagnation of

o ekrr—p T
7 acatys o~/ 1108 10 the North of the pink area on the map) if
I A sl =N
S il

induetry in tne COULLTY, e alr. shicn the 1ine would

Tric : » ratives and Europeans would be of they did not now know that their requirements were

L0 be catersd for. The settlement of the Ussin

tLe greated’ ;uss.lic Va.ue. The positiun #ith

Ll{;‘
regard t. the Contrast s tlat we were on the point Giahu is a matter of twelvs ysa.riéor more/and the

Of giving tne ccntirect O Messrs. Nertun sriffithe

railway was frav that point of view s urgent{,

whe:n U Wes {und neceseary . agres on aln estimate of natessary before the War.
he: it Wes ! i nece Ty %L T n

There 18 one paint of Jetail in cannection}

SOLTY SuTves 11 or, nas been campleted Flun the cauiract to #.1on it 1s necessary to refer.

.

was esgser: %e canrcot, trerefcre, settle the At t.e 1nlor.o ilscueslo.. @it the Lmperial

Shipring Com.itt@e on East African fraights, which

r. Sat roe ttandad or 8 o4t a1 4
the estimate give:r irn tnls telegran Mr. Batteroee attendad or the c4th May, the Chairma.,

irndeed, necessary that

Mackinder, drew it:iention Lo what he consldsred

,

we arc.ld actept thL.s estimete as the basis Of the o Ak 2Ur thoraughly dad nafit o giving contracts »ithut
:mrau 1tely Btatsd lc De on the ,t77;/$-o<j f ‘651?1 ‘ 3‘:‘“:"01 Sf Wne Ireiglt rates to “oa
I tLirk this Tust o riali.; Wall o« Licerm—gt4  charged on materials sent frar th.s ountry/  The
Colcoe. Robertson arrives and %e cal p.' Lim St cantractor tmmed.ate.y cOss Lo e Snip;ing

direc: touchn witl the

-ampeny and agrees ALt 1l O twl ratasg ol fre: tts

tnat tney nay settle upen a price one, altua.. ' 10 Ce “rargeds 10 o~ CA.Lrac(or arc
tnat toey aay it I ric

The béler o aprear in the acs auis to ve re:.iered to
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the Government, We do not lmow whether frauds

of this xind are usual but if there is anything in

{1 we snould certainly try to safeguard ourselves.

Te terms of the Kilindini Haroour contract are

already settled and me can dO nothing, but this

cailway :mtra::r.)wmle it puts the contractor in

/
the position Of merel. sperniing the Government <

* 71\ -h
money, “<es not, so far as [ Ccan see, glve i

Sow -ament any control over the shipping arrangewents.

ce ~.guses 29 10 33. It {8 true tnat ir thds

=s. -he contractor has a direct inceative to Lake

as large savings as pcssicle on tne basis estlmate

put the

5. 's he ie to reosive 254 of such savings, ©Cu-
o orrupt practies which Si: H.Macxioder

1210, 15 COT
nas alleged i& not rexoved by thls arrangement,

corrupt practige he will get the

sln-e under the

#7502 of any alfferescc between the t®0 rates of
——

fretignts, sest fue C.A., Who were represented al Ue

11 be asx<ed Ahetnher 1t

.8°.8810n, & .8 possib.e

o ErInant aga.nst anylhlig of the

el 4. 4 i

Tolegram from the Governor of Kenya to the Secretary of Stat

the Colonies.

e

)

1
Dated 21st Mey, A 2
(Recoived Colonial Office 1.30.a.m, b4th 5@51521 .

th, AP

3ok
267. 21st May. My despatch 4th May No.61l Uasinginhd Mfensjo:
final report and recommendations received Robertson sailed "Né:

and will explain fully to you.

After moet careful surveys and

consideration of alternative routes he advises adoption of lin
from Nakuru following old survey 1915 as far as about mile thi:

four thence by Chord line further West avoids much of the very

heavy work of the old survey rejoining old survey at Mils Mine
This chord line will cost less tigan old survey maintains marim

zradient of one agd a half and ssrves more productive country

Mau Summit altermative.

Mau Summit proposition entailed brancl

_ine to Molo Valley rscanstruction of present line between Ns’

and Mau and would have sost about ‘he same to Ravine Bridg-

now proposed from Nakuru will cost to same point.

Estimat/

‘onnage of increased tmaffic by present proposal exceeds M:

Summit scheme increases Joverrment land values will cost le

work bring larger sarnings and be better for supply of woo

Original survey betwsen miles {ifty five and eighty prove

4

thoroughly bad and too expensive Mau Summit scheme was bet

that but the new proposal {3 best of all.

Construction w

3 years with maintained lsbour supply of 10,000. Survey L
224,510 lideral sstimate of total cost ahi for proposed li-

£2,171,%] but probably lees.

¥ith unanimous consurrence'

sel? Executive Council retommend adoption of RBbextson'r

and that as soon as Norton Griffitns sizns contract cor

of earth works may commenoe, Robsrtson
organization of labour et captera for whicn I snodid
authority by telegram.
work will becommenced soon will give great encouru.e
Colcny with prospect sarly employment to Buyopeans o
sale of local produce et castra and to natives jamy

crying out for work and canmot find it. 8hould the)

o BT w ! Wmmf!lthl ré

m\ f

gl ]

Publication 2¢ fact that lin

igrees not nec



yoars slump in markets having such depressing effect
that trust you will see your way to let me make early
afnouncement that plans at last settled and [ can get

te work without delay. Colonel Hammond and General

Manager Uganda Railway agree,
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