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My Lord:-

With reference to my dasyatoh Noe., 126 of November
8nd. last I have the honour to inform Your Lordehip that
I had & further discussion of the Magl cuestion with ims
Tafferi, Kans Kasea apd the Eltan-rati Hop ta Glorgis thxge
Ay 2g0; )Ljajor Hawkins wae also presemt.

I opened the disoussion by imfoming the Hair
Apparent and his chief: that as His Majesty's Govexment
were anxious to aspist the :byssinimn Goversment in sny
way in their power in order %o arrive at & satisfacvtory
and speedy settlement of the degl cuestion that I would
no longer ¢oppose the return of Dejammetch Desta to Hagi
on conditian that he was instrueted before me a&s to the axe
2ot limitations of his province as laid down by freaty, -nd
that if lajor Hawkins hsa\'fsny reason % complain of his
condnct in the future he should be recalled immediately
to the Capitel.

The Rau replied that they were fmced with a diff-
iculty of cnother nature which he felt sure 1 would
cppreoiate md report to my u‘ov?mment. He then
envered upon & recoitaul of the Lmgil cuestion dating fron the

signing of the Treaty. He 1:1d emphasis on the

'he HBight Honeursble,

The Earl Surgon oi <3dleston,K.G.,GsCoels ,40Cel. 5.

& . &c. &0,

Bie Mnjesty's Principad Seoretary of otd e far rforelgn .Fo.lrs,

Poreign Offics.




fest that slthough Hhe Proaty has bosx: signed Lifteen years
a0 abtempt has been made by the Spaem Govemment %0 3f)
sccupy the tarritory sllotted to the and that, in oon-
sequenge s cevtsin portion of the sudan had become Yo be
regarded by his subjects 88 bel ongiug 40 Abyseinis,

and that, now, in complying with ay reqmest to define the
frontier as explained by Trealy, the Central Govemmment
would be socused of baving bold part ef ibyesinia %o the
Britishe He suggested as & solutiom of the aiff-
ioulty in which the :byssinisn Goverament Lound themael ves
that ,while $here wes mo question of disputing the red line,
a temporary t;on‘cux' 1ine should be agresd uped thereby
giving «byad nis & certain extent of the .su- #ide of the
frontier ineluding the Boma platesu until o redelimitetdon
of the front-/ier could be made.

I cxpressed my aympsthy with the Centrel 4oveme
asent on the enbarrasslng posivion in which they were placed
but I regwetted that 1 was in no better & pos ;tiom then
themselves to tamper with the temms of 8 !nsw which nad
been sigmed by our respedtive Governments and I added,
moreover, that I did not camsider that dis Mejedty's Jov~
srnment were called upon to make oonocld.o# %o the
byedl nian Goverament to eneble them to ext®ricete themselves
from a ﬁosiﬂon eroated by their own negligence.

1 said that all I aould possibly eoneade oS
that peaseful .byssinisns now residing in British territory
could remein es long 88 they.gave no troukles buy thet thelir
rumbers showld not incresse and thad Abyselmisn soldiers
vould nmot be gl lowed Ve ‘o";ou the freagiier undor &ny pretext
whateoever.

A dimsoussien in respest to the redelimitation of _‘p:e

frontier



&
frattier followed. e

The Rmses apd the Pitaurayi declared that The hw@n
tier had not been delimitated jodntly as agreed to by
Treaty and that the present boundazy as defined by the
British Commissiomers was merasly of & temporary nature
until the delimitation wes undextaken Sy representatives
of both Govermmente.

1 referred them once again to the terms of King
ionelik*s ungertaking withbthe British Government and his
signature thereto, whigh 4id not edmit of discussion.

1 expressed my willingness, however, if they desired u

fresh delimitation, to ascertaim the wishes of iis :
Hsjes ty's Govermment on this point. They replied that
they would com#ider the matter and give me & reply &t the
next sudience.

Before taking my leave [ reminded the Heir Appar-
ent that Major Hawkine had now been two months in -die
ibaba and that unless the agl ques tion was setiled to
ny setisfaction without further loses of time I 4id not
fewl justified in retaining this officer longer in the
country and would be obliged to send him back to Eanglande

I was thereupon given en cudience for saturday
next snd was assared that the matter would be definitely
finished then.

I am addressing copies of this despateh to Cuiro
Khartoum,* Bairobi

1 iwve the honour to be,
#ith ths highest respect,
iy bord,
Your Lordship's most obediant
hinble servant,

Sigmed J.H. Dodds.




