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BRI MSH Lx¢ TLON,

A4DLlE BrB.

pec mpber 6th, 1980.

My Lomd:=
With referemce to my despateh ko. 141 of the

16t. instemt, 1 havs the honour to inform Your Lordship

that I was received in wdience by Ras Taffarl om ousturday

Last for & final discussion of the Megl queetion.

1 was accompamied by Mo or Hswgias. Ra# kLaesn und
Pitenrsri Hapta Giorgis were presemi. |

The Heir  ppuremt ou behalf of We Dbyse ini«n $OVaru.
ment apnnounced thut, in epite of any difficultles resul ting
% themselves, they had decided ¥o inutruct joyammatoh Desta
a® I had reguested mt tne previous sudlendey and thet they
proposed to sand = rapresentative of lhe Central Yove mment
who would be ¢.llesd o secretar,, with pejunmuteh Desta %o
Magl, to emsure that the ims®ructloas wers curried omi md
to aot a8 intermedlnry beotween e or .nwElns .nd Dejusmatch
Deeta LY neceBsary.

Phe Raw them askea me if I would under talge, on beh 1T
of my Govemmen i, thast nc taxes would be levisd on .vyesinism
subjecte md ac bulldings erected oun the ,udan sios 0. the
red liue until » fresn delimitation of tue froptler no.u
been made joimtly by commisal onere apyointed by curxr restectuive
sove rnmentie .

"me Zight Honourable,
fhe Hfmrl Curson of Ke€lewton, K.i.,d.C.B.d. ,dcv.d.
&U o &C. S e
Hie Majesty's rrincipal secret:xry of -tule for roreign  ffaire,

Foreign Offioce.
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1 regretted thet | was unsble to give amy sueh under-
taking ae 1t wes neither in keeping with the terms of the
Preaty nor was it neeessaly, ad Vt'!- sudap Govepmmens had no
immediate imtention of %sxing residents. liviag mear the
border of the -Judan territory, mnd as for as | knew they had
ne building progremme in contemplation.

Whem | ssked the Res 4 f the lbyesinian Govermment
were prepérad Lo wAke o slmilar underteking 8s they had

apked of me in sespect to the byeeilnlam side of the

firontier the pelpt wes not oursued further.

Dejammateh Destn wa: them onlled.

Bae Taffuri in the name of his Govemment proceeded
$o instrmet him in respect $o the limite od hie provimce
8e defined by Presty, und teld him thad he would be supplied
with & mep, and am explenstory memorandum de tailing the
41 ffevent places on the front ,r falllug in British .md
Abyssinian verritery. | fpir memorandum was prepared by

Mejor Hawkins fram s jor -thill's notes written on the spotd fax

snd wae given by me t0o the Re#f.) by
fhe Helr ipparent then warned the De jammatoh sz to him :‘T"“

hehsviour und gove him Lue most explicit ordsze that the

frontier line was %0 be reépested ina thatl no ome single

sbyssdniap was Lo be asllowed 1o oroés that frootier on wny

pretext wshrutsoever. fic Lhen sdjurec tne Je)usmateh Vo wort

with Mx jor dawkins in the Lilerests of Dotk countrisee.

He ordered him %0 build » sult.ble Compul.te for o Jos

Howk 4n8' uee &nd %old him o yive him every otnsr assisl.nce

1in his power. ‘~.
LAfter [ hed expreseed entire satlsiaction witu these {‘li

instructions
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fustructiams 1 took the opportunity to remimt Dejasmaich
Dests, md the wbttﬂn of the Gentrel Gevemrment
phosenk, that He had )urum A% ARLS m‘,n the
express desive of His lquv'- Government, but that nov mat-
Sers had heen orringed satisfastorily, it wus by $he exprees
wiah of His Majesiy's Government that he was retwming to
ungi, and I wxpressed vmfidence in the Dejsmatoh ® work
‘Yagether with Ms jor Hawkine for Yiw prosperity of'the Megl
provines. » 4
' Thas the Matter was sot¥led.

T 444 nat &sem the moment opportune to pursue the
mestion of & re~delinitation.

In priseiple the Esses sud the Fitaureri sscepted o
fedeltmttation and muggested thad we should diseuss the
projeot faxther at a futire moebing. In the couwse of
precesding diseussious Fitamveri Hiyte @lorgls bakiked by Mes
Kasse had rensrked that & ve-47lmitebian by Commissi mers
appointed by our !mo Sovaxtinents was obviously

pecessary; mad he w nitvely @ hope thet His Majes ty' -‘

Govermmm+t would then Wéo their wey to comoeding & esrtain
pozrtion of that souniry whivh the ~byssinisns had beeame to
regaxd as belonghng to them end which I had now $sken away
2rom them,

I seiced this epportunily to remind the Cemiral
Goveymiient that they hed, so far, met pau any oompensation
mﬁtu?r for Csptain iylmer's -unt and other oulwmges
sn British territory, md that eny compensation ss
s by the Fitsmmxd was due fron and net to the Abyes-
l-ll. fovenmant.

I propose %o d¢al with this cusstion more fully in
& separste &wepstoh.

Hejor

1
|




Major Hewxins will be leavimg Adis ibabe in about ten
Qp ine. A8 1 copsider it will eseist him very commad-
w 0 asst mi dieouss fwntier matters with Captain
Epaca,. - Kis Majqety's Commul in Seutheva Abyestnis, I m
*ﬁwum mntu-unu-umm
m Thie request will probadly be granted.

' Mejamsteh Peste will, in aliprobability Leave sdis
npu in Six wesks' time. This will give s jor Hawkine
u qy-ﬂntw Yo vinis the Bewsm, amd will pemait of

m arivil at Megl to coimeide wiih that 6f Dejumtaten
Dasta, :

1 trust thad the' m- of She Magi gnestion s
mz.n in tu nthWm will mest

, pmm- m ﬂ-nqm I have explain.
o4, waye, mm" ."w the ﬁ‘“. or to acospt
the appointsent of Am ‘ox Preatier igemt.
AD Yeuyr Lordslfy is awkye % wag priginally intemded
te demsmdie :
i The instent dlemissal of Fitsurari Deste.
e ‘e offielal recoguition of the Promtiers.
143 ‘the sumnu of s fronfiér agmt.
¢ In view of m cireumstances, vis, (1) that we
ﬁl,h to attein %8 & rectification of the sast .fricen Prot-
“%0 frontier in order to emsure a workable basis for our
a-'nhtnintaun and (11) that we have no wish to enforce
8 demand thed must inevitably be met by & refusal, 1 have
Judged 1t wiser to meet the requirements of the situation
and at the same time to retain the goedwill of the
Abyseinien Goverment, by meusures of coerciom Bather thun
by an imperative demand.
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In respeet to n.r.mmng»annu-m the %
toseptance of Major Hgwkins an Comswl, the tbywainian Govem. - |
sat have aequiesved, but to attempt to sohieve the dismissal
or svem Temoval of Dejemmatoh Desta has, 1 think, been
’:md &n imprao ticable POliny attended by but doubtial
tlmtncn.

He now returms to iagl, by omr leave, amd he doee 20
@ithout amy lose agoruing e British prestigs.

@ the sontrary I am inelined $o wEdax That reeults will
P¥eve that British interests will be heet Borved by his
fo%urn rather than hie 4l smizeal,

I have %he hemour be, i
¥ith the highset respeo t, b
My Loxd, £

Your Lordskip's most obedient ’
humble servant,

Signed  J.H. Dodds.







