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I discussed with Sir R.Coryndon

A ardand

Y. He is clear that the area of
2,000 acres on the west side of Mount Kenya
origirally granted must be given up, although,
as the forest has been fully exhausted, there
is rot much substance in the poirt. He
agrees that the concessionaires should be
allowed to epmove timber already cut, irn
fulfilment of current contracts, and there

need be no difficulty about that.

As regards survey fees, the lLovernor
thinks that they might be let off the fees

in respect of the origiral idea, as muc’ of

the confusion ir. questior has ariser from the
GCovernment's inability to survey the forest
at the proper time.

In regard to the appeal for an extersion
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of time, Lord Cranworth is right in sayirg

that this has been obscured ir the correspon-

dence following
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MINUTES

MINUTES- NOT TO BE WRITTEN
ON. THIS SIDE.

w“

following hie letter of last

Novemter (58269.

trat tnhe exriration of the lease
8! e at to
» eftect R B
et a tre y ear e eape f1om
" tead f om ic 1{ we
ar ¢ ire a literal settlement,
see 1o reasor, why we @' i rot
ar rove of trie extersicn. A& r
t e w circumstances io0 not
atta’y mortarce U tre exLresslon
0 that the
onceesicnalires nad aim for
a: extersion 1me. I .
orvndor. a,reed wher we I uszed

There he asked
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Ootober 1922.

sir,
LEASE OF POREST JO LORD CRANWOKTH Anuv,HON, R. B. COLE.
v =~

-

-
4 7
I have the honour o submit t3 you the following facts

in connection with this Lease, and Zsk that you may give an
sarly and favourable hearing to the appeal with which the
gtatement oconcludes. ’
In 1912 Lord Cranworth and Mr. Cole applied to H E
' 3ir Peroy Girovard for a lease of 5,000 acres of
forest on the slopes of Mt. Kenya. Their application was
favourably considered and granted by H E, which grant was
ratified by his successor Sir Henry Belfield.
It should be pointed out here that the applicants neither
s asked forwr received any such monetary concession as was
given over vust tracts of forest to previous concessionaires
s.g. Major g;;;;:. They pay for the areas, not only a rent
but the same cutting Hoyalties that any successful appliocunt
for cutting rights recsives. rheir sole privilege consists
in a sure ocontinuity - subject to all saufeguards - which

enables them to 1ny down their plant without fear for the

immediate future.




Mr. Cole wes instructed by sir Henry pelfield to delin-
eate his doundaries. fhis he d4id, indicating 6000 acres in
s strip running from the Narre Moru river to the Thego river
on the #estern slopes of kenya, and 2000 acres on the South
western slopes, (vide letter now in the rorest Office st
Nairobi . rhe Lease was duly signed in 1915, but, doubtless
owing to the Wwar and subsequent reconstruction, & surveyor
was not sotually sent out till the present year. Meanwhile
a Capt. Barry hsd been given cutting rights over one half

the ares for which we had spplied. fhis area he has worked
continuously and practically cut out. accordingly on the
somewhat belated arrivel of the surveyor it was found that

of the 6U00 sores for which we successfully applied only

2000 were available. In exohange we were offered 4000 acres
consisting almoet entirely of bamboo on the upper rim of the
foreet belt, and of scrub bush on tbe lower rim. 58

neither have any marketable value we were unsble to accept

the offer. It has since been recommended by the local forest
»fficer thet the 4.0 acres in juestion should be attached
to the 000 granted us on the oouth western slopee, lying

further to the south #est on that block and bounded by the
nagati river to the morth und toe sumsathambi river to the
south. ‘his recommendstion seems to us Jjust and reassonsable

and we are prepared to accept it.




At the same time we venture to appesl for the two
y
fo¥lbwing concessions,

(1) That our lease which expires in 1932 be extended to
1942. We cennot think that thig ocan be fairly 3
objected to seeing that our lease was origimelly ;7<\
20 years, and for the first 10 years we have not
been in possession of the lease property.

(2) et the Blook of 6000 acres (presuming that the
recommendation of the loecal rorest Ufficer be upheld;
be increaséd to 12,6900 acrees. in fevour of this
we would urge:-

(a) That not only is 12,000 scres an insignificant
area in comparison with huge concessions grented
earlier, but that it is sctuelly & minimum area
which would justify thé erection of anything
larger than & Bush-mill.

(b) That we are not asking therein any rights other
than those open to the applicant for cutting
rights. fherefore no injustice to other
afflioantn i8 to be considered, ncor any possi-
bility of loss of Heverme to the Govermment.

(c) That it ie manifestly impossible to erect
valusble machinery or to raise the necessary
capital for an area the 1ife of which is so
short.

(d) Trhat the area to be leased is less than &
twentieth of the timber erea in sight on
Mt. Kenysa.

(e) rfhat the timber in this area consists of heavy
timber which requires costly machinery both to
haul and to convert, and thereby the large
quantities of oxen necessitated in small mille
are avoided. Juch oxen sre apt to be detri-
mental to native interests.

(f£) That we who sare anxious to form & Company for
this purpose &re already faced not only with the
competition of & businese rival who is actually
working the forest which was originally assigned




also wi ﬂ. ¢ who are
:ﬁ.;.:, B R ERTRA -

we belieVe that these considerstioms will emable you to
come t0 the oconelusion that our application is a fair snd
reasonable one, that to gramt it will infliet no injustioce
on sny inhabitant black or white, while it will be o;lnlutol
to bring much-needed capital imto the country and revemue to
the Governmment.

we have the honour to be,
Swr
‘L\ﬁ &C .
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Sir J. Masterton S

Mr. Ormaby-Gore

Dubke of Devonshire

2 dfte.

sir,

With reference to my tedegram of

the 28d of August, I have the honour

e —

to transmit to you the accompanying
covy of correspondence regarding the
revision of the terms of the Forest i

Concession granted to Lord Cranworth

and the Honourable K.Berkeley Cole on

S

the slopes of Mount Kenya.

2. Lord Cranworth's letter of
the 6th of August was discussed with
Sir Robert: Coryndon before his
departure from this country, and I
understand that he w'aa prepared to
agree that the concessionaires should
be allowed to remove all timber cut andv
still lying on their iresert area
before they relinquish their rights
over that area, ar.d/ further to cousent

to an extension of the period of the

leage '/



-

case from 1932 to 1942, as requested
in Lord Cranworth's letter of the
20th of October 1922, a copy of which
wae enclosed ir. my despatch No.1744 of
the €th of Decemter.

" further, Sir K.€oryndon was
prerared to give corsideration to the
questicn whether, in the c.rcumstarces
which led to the delay in the survey
of the ori~iral area, the liatility of

the concess:onaires should not te

rew area ¢f ¢ (00 acres

ratter can te taken up with Mr.
Rerke.ey Cole, to whom a copy ol .orc
Crarworth's letter should be communi-
calrd‘,&x.d,euije:t to nis concurrence,
ar. asreerert erould row te :repared
embodyirg the rropoeed conditions in a

draft lease of the new area.

5 With regard to the complaint
gar




s A e
lease from 1932 to 1942, u e s by 8 ik
!%s ) } ?‘

!{

in Lord c:.nmn‘hiomr emn?é

30th of Octobvr 1922, a copy of M \.

wae erclosed .in my despatch KO.I"“ ,Qf .
the 6th of December. i

3.  Further, Sir R.Coryndon was
prepared to give consideration to the
question whether,in the circumstances
which led to the delay in the survey
of the original area, the liability of
the concessionaires should not te
confired to the survey fees which will

be rayatle on the demarcaticn of the

"new area of ¢,000 acres or the south

west slore of the Yountain.

4. 1 shall te glad if the
matter can bte taken up with Mr.
Berkeley Cole, to whom a copy of Lord
Crarworth's letter should be communi-
cated;and‘aubject to his concurrence,
ar. agreement erould now te prepared
embodying the rroposed conditions in a
draft lease of the new area.

5. With regard to the complaint

made by Lord Cranworth as to t - e Mk



that an s made to sell or

mwm‘, an Indian, I

should be glad if enquiry could be
made as to thg foundation for the

statement. 1 observe,from paragraph

'

: O'of‘ 8ir bbrt Won'l despatch

" No.371 of the Bth of March,that aet

anly-was-the-atbempt-made—but the
application for the transfer oAf the
lease to an Indil- was actually
sanctioned. It would appear there-
fore that there must be full docu-
mentary evidence existing on the
subject, and,while I am not prepared
to accept Lord Crgnworth's view that
such a transaction involved any
question of dishonour on the part of
the concessionaires or wither of then
it is obviously desirable that the

matter should be cleared up.

I have etc.

(Signed) DEVONSHIRE

1

!
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Duke of Devonshire
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DOWNING STREET,
lb Mugust, 1923

My Leord,

| am etc. to acknowledge the
receict of your letter of the 6th of
Mgust, regarding the pruuo.alnfth‘
Govern:.rlt of Kenya for the revision
of the concession granted to you and
the Hon.R.Berkeley Cole, of a forest
area on the slopes of Mount Kenya.

2, The matter has teen discussed

Coryndon

with Bir /in thie country, and a
jegpatch has beer sent ows to the Jov-
ernmert of Kenya whicn His Grace hopes
will lead to a satisfactory eelutien
of the question, if ¥r.Berkeley Cole is
prepared to agree to the coroitions
proposed. A covy of your letter ie
being sent ocut for communication te
Mr.Cole, as showirg that you are
prepared to leave the matter

hands.

3. ] am to state that it is
hoped




hoped that the roirt®rof detail raised
your letter may bre met to a very

arce extent, Yut the matter is

esgertially one for detailed considera-

ion "y Sir R.Coryndon on his arrival

Lf ‘féra/vm—4£> Ao e

(Signed H J READ
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in your letter may be met to a very

large extent, but the matter is

essertially one for detailed considera=

tion "y Sir R.Coryndon on his arrival
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