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Sir,

1 have the honour to report the follow-
ing circumstances under which I have ordered a
collective fine to be levied on a section of the
<
Chonyi trib“e living in the Malindi District of

the Seyidie Province.

2. It appears that abond

July last, the members of the tribe met together
to discuss the e stion of the prolonged drought
which at that time was causing cous iderable
distress awong the Community. During the dis-
cussion, the opinion was forwed that the absence
of rain was mainly due to the incantations of a

woman of the teibe. She was thereupon seized

and maltreated in such a shocking wauuer that
she
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she died within a few hours.

3. It has been found impossible to bring
home this murder to any particular individual,
and as the whole section have been shown to share
equal responsibility for the deed and to connive
conjointly in the suppression of any information
respecting its authors, I have ordered the in-
fliction of a line at the rate of 50 cents per
hut under the Collective Punishment Ordinance 1909
and I trust you will approve my actlon in the

matter.

4. The circumstances attending the case

are sommghat similar to those reported in Mr.Bow-
ring's despatch No.618 of the 6th of September.
The crime in the preseuat ilnstance, however, 1s of
a more heinous description, and 1t 1s imperative
to inflict a punishment which will act as a de-

terrent to such excesses in the future.

[ have the honour tw be,

Sir,

Your humble, obedicut servant
b

Ao, Pried

GOVERNOR.




Sir Q. Fiddes.
Sir H: Juat.

Sir J. Anderson.

Lord Emmolt.

My. Harcourt.
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