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The Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Afairs presents

his compliments fo the Under-Secretary of State for

State, transmits hevewith cop /\é, of the under-mentioned paper.

and, by dirvection of the Secretary of

Foreign Office,

|2 1922
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BRITISH LEGATT
ADIS ABABAT :
p- 9th February,1912.
8ir: -

I have the:honour to transmit herewith a copy
of my despatch of the 7tﬁ instant to the Governor,
Nairobi, explaining why it was now impossible to
send Major Doughty-Wylie down to Nairobi with an
Abyssinian Mission.

Although I regret this postponement I think un-
der the given conditions np other course was open,
and, as the loecal Government has sent to bring up
various Borana chiefs to the capital to discuss
trade possibilities, the delay may in the end prove
advantageous by allowing us to gain further knowledge '

before dealing further with this quegtion, which

ought to huve a wery important bearing on the future =

peace of the border. -
I therefore propose to send Major Doughty home

by Gondar and Asmara in order that he may study Ital-

ijan commercial methods there, and the system of tolls.

v

on

r E. Grey, Bart., M.P.,
&c.



Z{~—> With regard to irrigation schemes in connection

on the Italian-built road from Gondar to Asmara, and
gee to what extent.they are drawing away from Galla-
bat trade which should pass through the Sudan and
how best we can prevent this.

Major Doughty's despatch number 5 of the 20th

January shews how the Italians are pushing their com-
mercial interests in Abyssinia and how thelr competi-
tion affects us both as regards the Sudan and the
East African ﬁectora‘oe trade.

It is I consider very important that we should
have further knowledge of the trade conditions both
in the North and South. The former could be obtaln-
ed by Major Doughty on his way home, this Jjourney
having already been sanctioned, and I would then preo-
pose that on his return in the autumn he should be

allowed to accompany the postponed Abyssinian "is-

sion to Nairobi.

with Lake Tsana, Major Doughty might be able to oD-
tain information at Gondar as to how far the rumours
which we hear in Adis Ababa are true that Monsieur

Baldassare and others have agents on the spot to
: = study




study this question with the idea of obtaining a

concession from the Abyssinian Government. It is I

think well recognised here that no scheme of this
kind can be put through without the consent of the
Sudan Government but at the same time considerable
mischief might be done to our future interests il
irresponsible persons are to be allowed to make
proposals to tnﬁ Abys@inian Government without our
knowledge, exaggerating the value of the scheme and
consequently enhaneing the price wy}qp Abygg}nig
would expect to be pald when the Sudan Government ul-
timately decide to take the matter up. ::;?

I have é&c.,
(8igned) Wilfred G. Thesiger.




' 7th February,1912.

With refef“‘eﬁce to Maj‘or Doughby#'ylle"a telegram
of the 26th November last asking if an Abyssiriian ‘
Mission to Nairobi fox; trade purposes-would be
approved, and Wis despatch of the 29th Novemver,
some misunderstanding appears to have arigen and in
consequence of the delay which it has occasioned 1t 4
is now too ln.t.e 0 attempt to send the Misslon bum
the ralny seé.uon ﬁ,'esine and t.he matter must be pqat.-'v
sotilh ritikihe. vinter. |

When T arrived back here on the 23rd January
last Major Doughty-Wylie informed me that, he hed the
sanction of the Foreign Office to make this Journey

taking an Abyssinian Mission with him, and ﬁm you p
had also approved of thelr coming but t.hat. as you =
were_going on leave you suggested postpontn 1t et
your return. i VPR

Major. Dousht.y-wyn& and T were both of the -

opmion that, u mat.um 'had gone so far, and tho

gnnt had been asked and had com




sonsentea to send this Mission, 1t would be a mis-
‘take to put t.hqf’anofr. Hence my telegram of the
26th January rqcbmnending Major Doughty-Wylie and
the Mission should start at once in spite of your
absence on leave.

Had your telegraphic reply, which was only re-
ceived on the 4th instant, agreed to this we calcu-
lated that there would just have been time to get
the Mission started and well on their way before th&
rains began. Your answer however of the 2nd February
only suggested "that as the matter was assuming such
importance it should be referred home", and & this
would have entailed a further delay of a week or
ten days before we could definitely tell the Mission,
who would in turn require about three weeks to .col-
lect mulés etc., that you would receive them, we were
reluctantly’ compelled to admit that it was now too
: um td d“o- a;yﬁhinéwti;il.lprlng and that the matter
must be delayed until the winter, and I sent off my
telegram of the 5th instant informing you to this
effect.

It is I think to be regretted, as, although now _‘

ourable to the idea, no one can say what view the

(gt
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; Abyssinian Government will take in a few months time.
To have despatched the Mission during the rainy sea- ;
non'ﬁguld however hav; been & perious mistake as the
Abyssinians cannot stand the low country in the raim n
they would have su‘rv'fiared' badiy from fever and, if
they did not turn back, would have arrived disgusted “‘
and disheartened with the whole business.

I will explain matters to the Abyuini‘ar;a '1n the
most favourable way and will endeavour to Pe-arrange |
the Mission for the winter.

'T'should be glad if you could in the meantime
send me full mtomt:lon:-
‘ 1. As %o your requirements in the Ga.t:‘f:ia nrm

2. A8 to the establishment of tne-t.nrnft!&-tm
houses suggested by lMajor Doughty;lv;u.'

As to the best trade routes and seasons for |
travelling between Moyale and the other
proposed Custom Houses to Nairobi in con-
nection with trade. )

I have &c.,
(Signed) Wilfred G. Thesiger.
His Britannic Majesty's Minister.
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