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GENTTRAL POST OFFICE, LO"DON,

245963/17 20 December 1917,
v =

Sir

With reference to your letter '0,8095/1i of the 2n! of

Mey 1911, concerning the armual subsidy paid tc the ritish
India Stoan laviration Comvany in respect of the Ader—Zanzibar

'y

11 Service, I am dirgetod by the Postmaster emcrai to
acquaint you for the nfuimation of the Lords Commis®ioners
of the Treasury that tollowine the lines sumrosted hy Their
Lordshipe  t1.c matter s riscussct with Lord Incheape, a
Pirectcr of the Iritish India Stean lavi-ation Coumpany, from §
whom ~ lct*or was subscquently receivod in whieh it was statdf
that 11, Comuarer wore Yeeing gonethine like £12,000 a rear o
the service, that any attomot {0 inrraage the freaucncy of ¢
sailinra would emtail a2 fuithor lcss, ~pd that the sned to
be relieved of the acrvice at the ond of this - ar, ~1lthowrh “r
thoy were willin to ecarry it on for 2 fow mont''s 2f'er that

tine 8o as tc avold any inconvenicnee tc the b st Offire,

It haa heen thou Mt well to defer any norotiations with j
the Union ‘'astle Steanship Company fcr the use of their
steamshins of the "ast African Linc unti)] after the conclus
of the Anrlo-South African Vail Contract, bhut the Postmster
General new iropcses $o mpproach the Company acain, !

Corrcspomtence with the Seeretaries of State for +) o
Colonies and for Foreirn Affairs scems to show that any
" Seeretary service



whieh oould be provided by the Union Castle Company
® of 1ittle value beyond that represemted by purely
» Qi phetal purposes, This valuo is cstimated ag follows:-

' Value of the Service if the
ships are used,

. only on the on this On hoth sides
further side side of of Men,
of ‘den} Aden,
¥pila of Britis) eririn. £. £ £,
| ' Letters oto, 800 300 1,100
Paroéls. 400 400 B
' 1300 700 1900
Yails from Forejem and Colonial Adminisiratiops,
Letters cte, 1,000 1,200 2,800
Parcels, 300 100 400
1300 1300 2600
Totals, 22500 £800C . _£A%00

A trifline oroportion of the ''ails included in this cstimate
Yauld he diverted from the South African subsidised service: and,
88 rorards the use of the steamships on this side of Aden,aainst
“thich an amoumt of £700 has been sct in respect of the comveyance
(f Lettor and Parcel 'ails of British orizin, it should be stated
that these services are alreadv covered by the Contract with the
Fningular and Oriental Stean Navigation Company. 'ven if the two
Contracte d4d not overlap, it is not certain that the service on
this side of Aden would be vorth =a mich as the total additional
"'- of £3000 st vhich it is valued, This amount includes £1200
M Tespect of the conveyange of correspandemce to Burope for
| “Nn Muipistestions, but foreign Mministrations micht
| g possidly




The total amcumt of £4500 is acoordinely a liheral
estimate of the value of the service, if used tc its fullest
extent, sc far as the mere ocorweyance of the ‘'ails ie
oomeorned, It is ncoossary Lo corsiliar homever vhat firther
anount should beo assimeld Por the rerularity vhich mi-ht he
obtained by -~ comrollod service umler cantmot,

The Uniun Castle sarvice takes P dars an the Journey
fran Men to lombase - the most imnartamt part of the scrv oo
"8 araimet the 8 dave durim- the South Weet lamsoon and 7
days pt other tince of She present R;;u!-. Iiin scrvine, Wt
on the othor hand “amzibar is med reached until 12 dara ~f¥or
leaving Aden ~o aginat the 11 days durin- the Scuth Wost
Vowsoon ~m ) Aayn al other times of the prosent "ritish India
Scrvioe. If the difference in tho times 3 7angibar 10 duc to
the lanwth of the eall myle at lombasa by the Undon Castle
Steanships for the mrnome of Aincharrinm- carro, it s
inyrobable that ary offer whioh the Postnngter (eroral eold
mke to the "nion Cstle Coupay culd soqurs ~n a00cl ration
of the ‘crvice, In these ocireounmstances it dces not ADPHOAP
reper Yo aasirn any very larre value Lo the derroe of control
vhieh wauld he riven hy a Cm‘!.m!.; i the Puntonster
Ceneral conniers that £6000 is the maximum ~sount which Yo
should offer tc¢ the Company for tho umrestricted use of their

steanships of the “nat Afriean Line for the corweyanco of all
"ails terdored to them either hy this Office or by foreirn
Postal Mninistrations i carriol umller a contract providine
n resular sorvice eoverins the vhole journey hoth out nd
hone
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*,J-wmum He accordingly socks
Losdships’ sutharity to recpen nerotistion: with the
with sn offer of this anmumt, .

If the Pritish Indin Stean Nawisstion Company oeases 0O
s steanmhip service with lembasa and "anzidar hofore
arranrement for a catrolled service can be made with the

Castle Steamship Company, reasomble facilitios wou 14
{11 be afforded by exirting services ror sending !mils to

nﬂc’ and 7anzibar,
I m, o’
an,
Your ohediami .ervanl,

(sd,) 7, Crabb,
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GENERAL POST OF"ICT®, LONDON.

30 Dacomhar 19192,

Doar Mr. Road,

I onclose a memorandum on *he points manticned In +ha
alephone conversation of tho 28th instant about tho Aden—
Zanzivbar Mail Servieo.

Yours t

274)9;«%)

'« Road, Esq., C.M.G.
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Nemqrandum,

Letter of the 5th of Fehruary last from the
Colonial Office No. 1985/12.

Nothing has “een said to the Treasury as recards "a
regular fortni-htly Contract Sorvice™ ap Mpamylan calls at
Lami and Figmayu" hocuig: Shiang e 3 59 M) 1) progoant
of getting the former y ey ravment which the Postmastnp
General could pnssibly nffare The Unimn Castle Compuny
say that the present = mthly service even is 2ing run at
a 10s8. It is not likely *h:refore that they eeld he
induced to doubla the germeia,

As revards calls at Lamu anmd Kismayu, it was axplainad
to the Cnlonial CPPin i e lattar of the 22n4 Decemser 1911
from this 0f i~ tiat Wit ig almos* certain that the Union
Castla Steamships are too larre to call :t Lami and it ig
feared that the difficulties and iolays connected with the
use of the anchorace at Rismayu woild not he acceptable ton
the Company". The remarks in the Colonial CfPice reply
of the 4th of Jamary (40988/11) as regards the condition

of the two pertsg ani aspecially the coq:ludi,n(pimk that

VIR Y

'preﬁg‘h Wectire

"1t also appears that no. pmnmt omld:&r




ing at those ports® sesmd finally to put the matter of the

lls autside the scope of any present negotiations with the

rl '@ Cagtle Company and the Postmaster fsnnral has accOrdifzly

mide no reference to these calls in writing to the Treasirye
i
W7

30 Dacemier 1812.




