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R GOVERNMENT HOUSE, N
NAIROBI, - SoMAY
BRITISH EAST AFRICA.

March - 29th, 1913.
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N Sir,

In reply to your despatch of December
21st, 1912, No j&i, on the subject ef destruction
Mq ‘ of game 1n certain parts of the Protﬁ?‘toratc, and
in continuation of wy despatch No.40 of January
29rd, 1913, I have the honour to offer the follow~

k., ‘g;:a;*~§5 observations.
i T 2 o i

3 2. No specific complaint regarding damage
effected by game has beon presented te me during
tﬁe period of my teuure of office, neither has
any request been pade to me that the game in any
given area should be exterminated. It 1is the
fact that for some years past the Game Warden
has fr'om time to time received communications
. from farmers urging that their crops should be
. =,
prf;tgecteq from the depredations of wild animals,

but
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but no representation has been made to me whmix

can be taken as evidence of a general dosire on

the part of the community of any district that

the game 1 such area shiould be extermingtied.

Ha feomnny 0 tie complaluts above peteryed -
. & ety - ES

Lo tay ematwicd 5on ouleh

Cormers ¢ ih b 1 g2

Anring o rFecenC st Lok .11‘.:11@"&32 adLroung

shapdfoy ws o weilows by puersonsl abwérvation, what
£
Mo Lhe oo ooiunt aT present preveiling.
o 2.
| " Choeo oere nogt tdergble umbers of il

hedr abeoow al zulira 10 post part: 458 ,‘gn(-}z,@}em;;
b

i W G o praportlian & of t i s wﬂﬁ“'ﬁq
gl owith dvauntage.  his the Yarwprs have puwer
to e 31 Lhey choose, as the oudy dﬁ;&z\ﬂ!l}l‘r‘véoﬁﬁj e
of gaue which thoy are debarred from killing
ynder Lhe o Ltpority ol o landowner's licence

are those 1 o-cluwded 1n t,j:w tirst S(‘hl"é,\uh, L Ll

Gume OrdinancCe. L

N 1u somwe instances complaiut 1s wade
agalusl the eland, buth vn account or alleg‘ed
damage to crops amd of ne fact tha®t 1t 1s Lhe
of the hosts of the so-called eland tick, a
pardsite vﬁieh is alleged by some tu be Ihe
y:edzis of spreading lymphangitis. The indict-
ment agambt tm:: animal, ur which there are

probably not mere than two herdq Jﬁ thé pladsean,
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35 a
is however by no means unanimous, and I am of
opinion that the desire of those who wish them
no longer protected is prompted rather by a Kuow-
ledge ol tle value of the skins than by any ge-
puine belief thet their presence 1s detrimental.
The Grme Yarden and [ have intformed the assembled
farmers thal we are prepared to cons lder the
rewoval ol the protection now acecorded tu the
atland on the plateau it aly ropressntalion ex-
pressive of a4 unanimous desire to tiuwt el fuct
15,1%ﬂ:u1ved, but [ aw convinced that there 18
no likelinhood of such being made, at maiy of
cn;ae concerned are sceptical as Lo thear harm-
Fulness and are anxious for vheir continuod

proservatloi,

6, in no part ol the district d1d 1 omeet

wny 1ndividual who was prepared Lu express a
detinite wish that the gawe on the pieteau
should be exterwminated. To Tthe poorer <.dst

of settlers the hartebewsst and abtelopes are

o material means of support, while those of
better class and morc ample means consider the
game an attraction with which they would most

unwillingly dispense.

Do So far therefore as the Uasin (Gishu
plateau is concerned the extermination of the

game is neither desirable nor desired, and I

have no hesitation in expressing a strong opinion

that
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that the policy of extermimation in this area at

all evemts should not for the present be entertain-~
od. The question is one regarding which there must .
always be substantial difference of opinion, «na

jt is undoubtedly the duty of the Government to
give to the settler reasonable facilities for pro-
tecting his property. This haes been effected by
the provisions of the Game Ordmuxce, and 1f re al
cause is shewn it may be possible to fm-ther ex‘&enﬁ
those faeilities, but wholesale ax‘cermnmtlon is
not only unnecessary, but would ha g racklﬁss pro-
oeedmg which would deprive the country of one ot
its greatest assets “and attractwns,

8. The object which your coirespondents
have in view is the establishment of a trade in
hides - a most profitable undertaking for thpmselve
and for those who provide the skins, but ome which
should on no account be emtertained. The axpiort
of game hides for trade purposes is st‘rt'i'é‘t,iy pro-
hibited, and were that restriction relaxed unless
under carefully considered conditions the country
“would be flooded with individuals shooting for
profit, and the presenvation of game even on Crown ;

Lands, ‘would become 1ittle short of impracticable.

s TS Lo
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that the policy of extermimation in thls area at
all evemts shonld not for the present be entertain-
ed. The guestion is one regarding which tiwre must.
always be substantial difference of opinion, and
it is undoubtedly the duty of the Government to
give to the settler reasonable facilities for pro-
tecting his property. This has been eftfected by
the provisions of the Game Urdinunee, and if‘naal
cause is shewn it may be possible to furthgr»extend
those facilities, but wholesale extérmination is
not only unnecessary, but would bae a reckleé% pro-
ng;édihé which would deprive the country of one of

its greatesf assets and attruéflunﬁ,

8. The object which your cmfrespondunts
have in view is the establishment of a trade in
hides - a most profitable undertaking for tlpmselveé
and for those who provide the skins, but one which
should on no account be emtertained. The export
of game hides for trade purposes is strictly pro-
hibited, and were that restriction relaxed unless
under carefully considered conditions the country
“would be flooded with individuals shooting for
profit, and the presenvation of game even on Crown

Lands,“wpuld become little short of impracticable.
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