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Govzauuénv House
NAIROBY, ™ .
BRITISH EasbAm ‘L) J

April 10th, 1913.

Y

I hawve the honour 1o transuit fer your

information the following account of my.recent

visit to the Uasin Gishu platéau, together with

wy observations on certain matters of local interest §
which were brought to my novice during the course

of my tour. I took the earliest opportunity of

making this visit, becatse I wab glven to under-—

stand that no complete i‘mm 2ot T-he Plateau had

edecessor tmd tm davelopment

been made by mwy pT

in this comparatively newlj, opemd areu was rapidly

¢

aﬂvmwmg. 1t was therefore upparetﬂ; to me that

no.time shﬁuld be lost in attempbing to obtam «

%‘m persoual knowledge of the sﬁua;;mn 88 would

enable me to ﬂanaty myseli, ragardmg tne 1mmed1ate

needs- of “the district and its community. ‘;:;,‘

Itinerary
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I have the honour to transuit fer your

information the follovlng accowrrt of my recent

visit to the Uasin Gishu plateau, together with
mwy observations ol certain matters of local interest &
which were brought to mwy notice during the course

of my tour. I took the earliest opportunity of

making this vibiﬂt ‘because I was given to under-

stand that no completa rou.m} va the Plateau had

zmd tha:& developmem
idly

been made by wy_ predecessor,
in this compamtive 1y newly opemd area was rap

aﬂvaneiag. It was therefore apparent to me that

no’ mm slpould be last in attempting to obtain

W persnualwxnowledge of the sltuaanon as would

enable me 0 satisfy mysel(,regurdmg tne immediate

needs of-the district and its community. y

Jtinerary




three days 1in order to méake ayself acquainted ﬂ

,dtrecﬂbrm to the \-mmulve gngineer and . 4

3. Hav 1ung let? Nalrobi on the ovening of
cob. oary 1zt arrived the next ~orning at

Londianl stallul, and , a5 ouvle hours' work was
necessary in order Lo complete prej mxaTh,lh for
a shaprt acruss country, | utilised the 13th to
pay o visit to the sSTHllon of Lumbwa, where 1

met Lhe neig x.in uring settlers vy arrangement

and discussed with them and the proviacial Com-
missioner the lines on which 1mprnvemem: of the
town site should he oftected, and other details -

of local 1mportalict.

9 1 left Londiani ol February 14th
accompanied by the Provincial Ccommissioner,
Nalvasha Proviuce, the District Commigsioner,
Rldoret, and the EXecutive Engineer, public
works bepartment, oul wethod of progréss!ou
being riding, w1th occasional recourse to &
mule cart. I carefully followed the new ou,rti

road betweel Londiani and ldoret for The tivegt

with its condn:mn, re;,urding wmch 1 proym{:e
to express my v Lews in a later paragraph of.

t.hisfdespu’c&ha.‘ Having arrived ot the-end Bl

.the conmmxuus aa.rt‘lwnrk I gave certam

absolved him from further attendance. A% |

Thence
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Ahq%gm;ict is the nungh and‘buutn Ai[lcau locatxan,'

. on the platesu bl &BSemQRad t@ tué(mﬁnqLr ,1

. 534
4. Théncg we worked owur way, by stages
varying fros rifteen to twenty miles a day, in
a portherly direct ion through the Lastern part®
of the Plateau, visiting the tarms en route and

ngvarsjug with tvhe aettlexa. This part of the

and only a smadl percentage 01 1The larnmrs were
able to §peak English. A5 hewever intimation of
my cowing had besn glvel in advance, small in-
tormal gatherings had assembled To meet W6,
among whom were always a Tew who were competent

to act as interpreters.

5. Having reached the Lxtremity of the
plateau b0 the .nerth of Sergoit, on February

21ist we proceeded thence to the hank of the

Nzoia River, and therefrom by @ circuitous route

o0 Eldoret, calling «t various larms ou the way.

6. Having peached ldoret on the evenlng
of PFebruary 37th, Lhe whole of the next day was

spent in the station, where muat of mhe beuTler

:mo ull who nsnbd to see\mé,
‘fvuntnga 0$ 8 publit Lunéheun {o ex =
:'rass 10 thﬁ ﬁssembléd compapy Wy impressions
of their d:str;ctq thh “spservations on matbers

“to wrucn my &ttﬁntiun hﬁn bvﬂu pr viuubld 1nv1ta




_ Nandi bﬁﬂe’é was reaghed on the same evenin&

r

" Hexe 1 tuok 1euve of thre "Frovincial Commlbsmner,

’N&lmﬁw; “and proceeded the next fwy 10 Kapsabetz

’tm &dmt}r’:}str tne bt&tluh of the Nandi counbry,

.,

Nyanza Prov 1hce .

[ were’ tm.wm chiefs wud thetr ruuowers mé

;ssemb’l
at seme lengthy, oo tie ot ing
‘ibal adminisbr&tif)n which had been
Goﬁm_ipsioner. 31

i‘p& '“‘brﬁain defi-

ciencies 'ot tr
brought to my nﬁ 1(,3 by the

ing Kapsabet on Mu.rch 4th, tm

8. L.eav
the site of the first

night was spent at Kaptumu,
Nandi country. On The

post of occupation in the

 following day The deseent of the Nandi t,sna.rpment

was effected in the early morning,

| was reached a\xout midday, thus

&nd Kibigori

railway statier

completing & tour in th@ course of_whlcn some

d miles were traversed

three hundre
on March 6th after al

1 arrived 1n Na1roh1

absence of twemsy one days,

i comparatavely recem; tlmes,

')me pruducmvs and proms:mg area of the Uas;g

u was 't;byoun open for settlemen't,

re allum'.ad M

G&ahu Platea
10 mmlger of Tarus We
5 or the dm@*&o‘t\, vam the .

nﬂoeﬁsity



moessny of  somp x-e&m‘me mn,nb at w&gb Q@f :

.municatmn het;ween the Plamau and £he Uga.nda g
“Railway focame obvious. . At firswthe farmers_

did T/’he best they could by trekking across the
veldt ; /whiegh in the upland countryfwas no very ke
ddfficult matler in tiie dry 5easch, but the:

troubles attsnda.nt upon wagon transpm tmoiugh -

the Wuudad,m af Hhe lower eoumﬁw, and ‘tne

utter. mpﬁiét-io‘nmﬁty of getting wagoms through
@t all in the wet season, so0h brought home to
all concerned the 1mpe-rative necessity of pro-

vviﬁing a route whioh should be reaspnably nego-

mmlrﬁor the grea'ber part of the year, if the

se"h m;:s vwere +i-be expected to comply with the
i development condﬁrluus of “their tenure end’ were”

%0 “be glvun a ehance of getting their’ preduce

: to-’n'ax"két. ;

10y

year 1611, fhat a cart road snoum e cens‘t«ructed

Ig was accordingly deoi\ted

qm

between the ra.xlway ‘station at Londlanl and the

! hea.dqnartars of the Plateau at L,Idoret a dis— ¥
tance of 54 mlles, and at the time. of uy tour

R "7 ’usum otl €T, 5(‘ md been expe,nded, and \iark had

\idet

stopp&d ﬁwtﬁg to 1ack ﬂf furthav runds.g ‘6,_3“131-::_'

. éism anta grg&t vga}‘lmy
bulng

: ou‘tspeken ‘terms was

*le\Ta]lcﬂ against m amgmnent of‘tne ne,w‘ R

roud the grades mﬁ ooruem(, n..mg genemllyf

)‘\

-ts.gaigst its msuﬂ’wiency aum! tmn:intx s.nd

Ll exprossed i



R bl

A 1ﬁstmctia¢s ‘t«bm: {his section of the; ‘road Is to

the money experxled had been thrown away.

11. 1 examined the wovk carefully 1 -om

L0.dif ny sta s L1 L, . Narassha, ) otanie, ok
Yoo Tz, and Cound th t ha: 1l @ ore ¢ ed
1 '? i Y tig
varmed 8 roaa @ 8 P Rl &
Tengtu ol pirbially cowpletad ei ¢, vor the

most part traversiug heavy aixi hliy couniry

and it is unfortunste that vne public have beel
permitted 10 make use _u_l’ r(}t-.ilm in tirls incem-'
plete condition, as constderalle addiv: cnal ex-
penditure will be necessar) tu order 1o nake

A

yogd the damage caused by huavy Hovius et oox

vl

b v (VI TN
1o Loy &80 IO6T 32,498 01 o apt WF kg -

oa‘der o erfer l/k,'acﬂ ',u mo’wﬁ‘mx;:&'; Gver the

Aﬂn arr ‘vmg at’ Mrmre"ﬁ 3 at- orwé issued

I% closed ’rhftra.fﬁc tntil !urthsr notice, and




’ i, '
its ‘conditien when the present Seuson of long

rains has ended. I fear there can le no qias’bion
~but that, oxmg to the cbsence of essential
precautionary works, the (ldmnge »wsuum,v ho,m
the rains “4ill be such as 1o Illd.T:b'[ld,ii’) Uhhdﬂﬁ;&
g_t_(fectutul of further expenuiture referred to in
"thne preded¥fig paragraph.
dion T8 Boyend Lake Narasha the country becomes °
‘bsomewhat egsie”r," and sueh earthwork as has yet
been 60mmeuéed “&ppesars in the form of shert non-
conbtinuous sechor’x.s\. The cost of construction \
.pva';x:_.mi‘»le over the seetion lying between Lake
Nara%ha. and Bldoret will provably therefore be
somewha't 1ex\ than that Ok L_LL{ first secticn.
The Director gfifhlic \‘.ork‘~ %ﬁ'ﬂlﬁ%:g@
&pproxim&t&ﬂ?i‘mre of &.B 480 as the 0051& pt
cbmme*mw of 33 ‘miles of road hqyond Ligke
yand GOanI’uCtlull of the remcumng 12
,mueb«, a8 yet not commeuwd N hmmver able
o accept this only as. a- ruuuh caiculaﬂén, a.g..»,
no sections have _yat beeu ta.karz, Anrﬂ 1y is neffy
tllerefofx_'a poas"la to mﬂw out the q“@ntl‘t}lea :

estim&? s Hou 1&1%& ,
\.«.




e Ippopgse o provide ‘t‘romi the road vete for

the ‘eurrent year.

Additionally it will be wecessary later on

6 erect pernmmm bridges uxcr six rivers, four

r gk fetm span and tw

7 fy

BV dés‘*feer gy, al a ./”
2 /4
Sefy By, Jau% M{@_ ﬁ!u)r‘l! Gy \tmnl over

until the next 1’1‘1mucm] year.

15. suech further expeudlture os is Tore-

shadowed 1in the ‘preceding purmgr prewill not of
i

7_"'0{11‘58 provide’ a pond of permanent utility. It

w111 unLy be po:blblﬁ Lo add ¢ metalted surface

fo&,\a port\un of the LuTml width on certain short

.s?&cmbns w]mre\uts pre;muce fs ne pedauiy to en-

A Sure any degr@e (o.t’ @tﬂhjlmy. ({Mnub propose

) Ylp u o;'v *Mfmn Py u\(lﬂﬁj a th omughm

i 's. 7 wttam?ﬁ:

L ,,

he¢vy whoelud trui’io ‘quring ui“ﬂt mfulnn months

01 Lhet, yezir ’Mrt,yb sich wean$ of commuulcation

is esseubml Lo \ha .tuturm.o L Uhe "luTBéu, and

: 24

'L:BBE\ &a{i h\s\ uuar 1o meet

#ill

1’;'{’.’3 m,} nw&ﬁt’l(l“ Lo pru—‘

v1de irom the rug)d \mLa dumug che current [inan-

¢igl year auch a sul as \'1l1 a,n.xhie the Public |
Works l)epartmun; To proceed mlixltax‘ruptedly ‘with

the woTk of comtructum, but doing no more thaly
will leave it at the lowest standard whigh Is
_comp&tlble 'le»h pr‘actlcai uti! \L‘y and 'ﬂqpﬁ)g;a‘t}%

: Wm&mncy "

pET
R
-




18.  Before leaving the aub,]ect of the road

I thmk it right to say that I deem ¥t unfurtumme
thﬂ.t S0 1mp0r"tq;1t a work was

¥ em,mumtlun of ‘the g,round and

put in hand thnout

5. that prshmiuar

'pr

aler reliuhlo

35

,uasem\“ ‘lbo that

pegfoctlun which 1s apparoeut

i PHaILSB tlat mach of the im-

in the wurk 15 due

o the Lact that Tho call of duty in vbher
dlraublen~ pendered 1t impraot;cdbla fu? >
afExscumyg Lngineer to Visit Lhe womc m g’;e

ahly frequent intervals. llaving, Thu wﬁ\ﬁe-‘ﬁf

to attend to, uuu \~k31§§

the Naivasha province
ance owing 10 <y

unprovided v ith any meod assist

the paucivty of the Public Works Ue;fu’mupnt staff,

he had Rno: alternative but Tu Lew‘m' the super-
)

N
- vision to an untrained foreuadl, eriowad with 1O

i of gualification to warrant his being left
in cha.rge. fhe rema inder of. the CUubtruqblon <

. will be dope under the awervnwﬂ of?an. As%lsm i

. ant. Enginser rosident on’he work. '

fr‘. ‘

pwtogndl
f:.woura.ble nai.uml cond
mindb 01 the fu.rmers ‘ot the

¥ lmpre%ed witl‘x Ahe exoeptmwlly -
itiens whith have alm&y

inplunted in the

Pl&ta&m g tirm belief 1n the -agricultural [uwdre

01’ the dtstriot and a determm

.‘

dation to spaye no:
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€. 4 pespond to local conditions. Also T am assured

it m large amount ol capital 1s available and

i ¢ b { EVTIN S

e alooeside Lie rall.ay g
y

4
W )
-
NI SR
at reascrable raves of trasspart,
b In orige Shat the farmers may be placed 1n

i possonElon of such tnfurmgtion regaiding the
®

obtainatile ky means

soils of the Plateau as 1S5

TR of tLhe resources al wy disposal, T have instructed
to seud the Ghief of

o the Plateau 1O

the birecier ol Ag['u:ull,um_z

¢he Rconomic Plants plvision

take samples ol soill in ditforent areas and

rurnish a report o their characteristics, W ith \

advice as to Lhe GTOps which may with more pro-

priety e planted. 3o
| i TOWNSHIP OF LLDOREL.

1 . 1t is difficult for the traveller
p;‘t‘ml!".Jg gldoret for the tipst time To realise '~

th he i< rriving ot a stetion. After traver-

“i. ¢ .1 ot _eless downs, he tops & ridge

the middle distanee a v&l;ay

L

L ob erves in
bounded ¥y undulating, slopes. on the sides of
whf;eh are scuttered, ambarenbly without system

aud oertamly wz‘chout regnmﬂtyf a var 181:;( of

unprotentigus bulldxngs, in vhe eompoaation of

;.whicb gaivamsed i}-(m 13 moe‘c &pmrenét The

i'mpmsslon which arises-in the mind ol the new
artival_~

»



P

esguity of buildings Is in the case of the I““l(m%

tl@rn of-the huildnw‘ have hoen & painb 130
‘soatter them over as large wi ares a¥ poasxble,"

. o
and the only ipstance lo which Thcru 13 cu:ni—

trading shanties, which are placed 1in l;hu rows
in which hey are always erected.

fhough uu sort ol systen has yel been follow-
ed in the arrangement ol sites, the defect is of
no ypreat 1wportance, as The nu.mlxer ol buildings
is not large and the majoriby of them are of a

temporary description. { gerios of lusine$s

sites, surveyed to #eet the requiremen‘b‘s of t_hs:"y\
local trading commuuity, have becu olflered for
sale since the date ol my visit, and the l‘uildinés
to bu erected thereon w1ll Poplebuuh the tirst

step in the Bormat;un of a ruyulur tOWushlp.

90. The selectiom of The township sito was
w matter in which the bGluCtU;S really had very
1itevle choice. When the time cawe for making
election, practieally all the suitable land on the
plateau had already buend alienated, and 1T was
only by a fortunuta chdnce Uhat vhe block whiéh
was chosen hilppensd to be avall&ble, havinu
,reoently been resumed by bnvernment 0w1ug to non-
paymunt;of'rent“ Ths advantages of the site are
that it is prabtioally in the centre of the

plateau and is traverbed by the utvqam known, as
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b

| | 54

the fldore River. The main drsadvantage is

_anat thérg i5 no nimber available for fuel with-

vl

in @ d1$tunce a! -86van m;lw: or- mope from Lbn_
-bi¢thn. THIS dﬁficiewc3 ma) 1}~ ome ‘extent
made gbod by a process of re-afl :
»maqy ya&r§ wast el&psa balur? B
measUﬁey cuularfurd relief.

21. The existence of the water ﬁugbly‘is;
an asset of much value, but 1 regret to learn,
as the resJit of pecent ingulry and consequeut
&uuly\ls, that tho water is already contaminated.
1t w11& therefore be necessary to incur axpendi—
tire to effect its puritication belore it can be

acceptéd as a reliable suuruc of supply.

THis SETTLERS .

22. I took svery possibie opportunlity of
convers ing on local topics with all classes of
the community and was gratified %o tind on all
sxdez an implicit confidence in the futurse of
the Plateau which I am personally disposed 1o
bhare. Eryl o hdﬂ of course to listen to & multipli-
01ty of represent&flons o the’amelioratinn of

xistxug eunditlunb, hut I recouulse that these

,were put Iotward not by way of cumplamnt against

&dminihbramivu lnaabton, pat as an bﬁdicutlon %
of uhe muans by which t¥e rurthax dovelopment

o
of” the dlhtrlet mdght be&t be- aasisted and i

—'1' enhanced




5T

and when 1 was on

‘fuily grasped: 1he situation,
e rlu‘beau the ra;&e per acre for u ploughing

o egdaact was already from two to threo shillings
ﬁfﬁhey ﬁhip;$§§i:§pe#&i11ng in the previous

season. The boer ch the plateau is on the way

J

which have been

to ampss mondy, but he widll never du any good

with the extensive areas of Lund

i

sllotted to him, and I would put i obstacle 1n

the way of his disposing of 1T bO the bona fige

farner.
UYJCAT [UN .
25, pducation is a questien regarding

which much interest 1s evinced by the settlers,

and the further assistance of Governuwent is

;

sought with anxiety. The situatlion s that few,

g sahe =

0 "
if any, of the pareits are fiuancially in a posi-

n&on %o- incur the expuuse of sond ing their

N

phitdren 6 “the hppnding schoo
particularly the nutohmen, profess

1 at N«‘Liv!".bb.’i.

Most of them,

ipnability to face any educational expenditure

whidh includes the cost of board, and the general

‘dgsire is that s6hools shall be established at
'?ﬁdﬂl cenmmes.whichxnne children could atbtend

B

in ammehx&n., ‘mm M’xe cehtrnl
“:udﬁ L wavu iiﬁ’lp douh; tnax N

et

.f *T igsal




Yooal ?aq@-gémehﬁsi

® ities addnional %o th

unnece ssary that facil 0S6 )

hall be provided at present,

s e (L] ready arrauged s
i conmamiﬁatiun on the; subje ct with
16 e e oWl

bu’r- ‘1 am

the‘,l)ir\e’ctor' of Education, aui should

to my satisfaction later on Lhafb reasbnahle re-

7
quireme nts are notv bellg adequately met, I oshill

not hesitate o recomnend extenstion, A4s it is

unquestiuzmhle that Goverumelt must take its

share in arranglig for the aducation of children

who cannot be seut beyond the 1’id peau for that
PUFpPOSe .
I have been plven 1o uuderstund that the

community will be W illing o pay @it uducaﬂ:lpu
rate in cons ideration of such lur-‘er aSSiBtANce,

but the time has ot arrived when the guestion

of imposing such a charge can with propriety

be discussed.

y 37. In furtherance of the desire for

2

v [ .
educational opportunity the butch c,ommunisy“*

nave established and equipped two Sua 1} day

schools at their own cost. It was navura i Fhat

©

s they should ta,k" advantage of mwy prewnm o
P

urge that Governnmxt should reliove phed’ of this ‘

work. I happenséd hovwever 1o be awsre. of the
fact that on & previeus occasion they had

5 swum be the

whﬂﬂ

insisted that puteh, Bot BEnglish,

lungun.ée oft the sehool, and that  watlh




come ﬁ! a étand'st,il‘l,'\iqu‘ox._lsequnce of that
“ipblbmanqey 7o | Lheralgre umdv ;Et plear ©O e,

é&"o’led upon®

Brrﬁlbh territory they are et emnled tu.'méi;g

ditteran“cinxiou betwben tmmbulwb and others

i rebf’di‘ng aunger the same rule, and that no a.hsx;,ﬁ?t.— '

ance of the nature reyuested would be given

anless it is accepted that the gnglish language

,
shall be the basis of all teaching

wRE ' ' GENERAL .

a8. In addition to the subjeo® 1¢] w-hicp
2 ;

specific allusion has Leen made iu the preceding
puragraphs, and to the matter of game preser-

vation, whith has been discussed in iy despatch
'

’L,L«/ No.207 of 29th March, 1913,
- matters of local

o
16‘7*\ presentations regarding ovher

’\— % into which T am makin
ly be cunsldm‘ed in

1 have received re-

g iuquiry but

"importance,

~1utuil

wh cf),@uot udvant:;gouu.,

11 i'?fm in a p()bi‘tunl to offer definite re-

g Now X i :1
i} THe ,tgxbli:ihmﬁn, of . Qn&ran’niﬁa
wgation on;the. ‘yopder of the Plabgan
obviate “ﬂ(ﬁe'pregy " 1ne¢nvexuance_‘w£ X
flpsys route HO. nbe S

follQ'M’, adre
A

)

q.@ impr, uvmnﬁmt of
fucili‘mes X

niuglstraﬂw Lhunges, ine b
: vexeuutive sgalf and the ;
01’ ‘at least’ ona,inter— :










