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GOVERNMENT HOusE, — )
; - NAlROBI, |
s | L SR SR B T BRITISH EAST AFRICA

R . p
AT Zrd inguet, 1918,

Sir,
J have the honour to make reference to
A Mr Bowring's ooafidential despateh No, 96 of the Fth
R fnstant, under cover of which he transmitted for your
gonsideration & petition by sartsin members of the
Buropean covmunity of this Pro‘utal&it praying for
wleclive representation on the Legislative Jeungil
and othexr bodies nf a public nature, and also to my
telegram of Augnst 15tk in vhich 1 reguested that
your decision on that petition might he suspended
mtil I bad hed orpextunity of Numishing you with
wy observations, g
2, I natice that a petitien embodying a similar
"o request was formasded to you sander cower of Sir lercy
_ Giromard's despatch of Novewber Tth, 1911, and that
-2 i in your reply, No. 74l of December 20th, 191}, you

expressed your inability to accele to that request. z
As however it is apparent from the contents of para. 3
of that despeteh that youwr uowillingness to comply H
with the wishes of the petitioners was hased '

prinedpally upon the ground that the developuent of i
i
the i

 RIGHT HONOURABLE — It

LGS BAROOUET, #.C.y Mok,

SECHEIAIY OF STATE FOR THE COLOKITS, i
DOWKDNG STRTST, LOKDOK, 5.,
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&hww.—anot then sufficiently advanced,
udulm"mthdymdmﬂdim

the guestion would he aguin raised later én, I desire
to Mt toyou.u:ot;mt of the mammer in which
the demands of the petifioners have been hrought to
my notice, together with some gbservations upon the
present couditiem of affairs in the country and the
attitude of the Snropean populatiomn in ‘enqul
towards the Government. '
3. The firet intimation that I received of’any
genepal desire for glective representatiom on the
Legislative Council was contained in certain remarks
of a rather inflammatory nature made by Lord Delasmere
in the course of his presidential speech at ithe 4
Naluru Acricultural Show in Decemher last. He then
described the withholding of the privilege as a gross
injustice to the comrwmity, supporting his assertion
hy the inacomrate statement that most of the revenue
of the Protestorate somew gut of tlie pockets of the
white settlers. A-doolamptien in these teyms of
soiie 10 minutes™ durrtion was so yociferously
A}W by e mmu-so of over 300 people that I
‘m Teft in no dombt &b £o +ke wfate of popular
feeling on the subjeet among the séttler corwmmity,
Bedng a new cpmer to the cdmtry 1 hed hed
no opportunity of comsidering the question and was
uot then in @ position to formulate any epinion upon
8, Jorpover I deemed it inadvisable to male
Atluston 40 what I coul! sce was .*m

Therators, somewhat to the disappaintudnt a!“.
andience, T left mnwmawm.,

remarks

A




remarks in reply,

4. In the Jcourse of uy tour of the Show Ground

I saw mmerous praounh invith‘ signatures to the
nemorial which is mow hefore you, so I determined tp
l*m jlm smatter atone nfil orfl.eud rapresentation -

wis made 4o i ne. THis has come at Tast in the '
form of the memorial whick has taken 8 months to

qomplete and which forms the only comsmmiestion on

the subjeet which I ‘have réceived, &
5 Bven dnring the 11 months whick X have beou i
in the country the mambers of the Suropein ¢ommmity
in Nairobi and of the white settlers im the llighland &
eountry have ¥ery matexielly increased, and/1 eptertain 3
uo douwbt thut” it the Yand policy of the Pature iw ;
settled upom lines whish will be reasouably scgapbabls

to appliesnts, these wumbers will be wemy lm.

adiled to in fhe nemr future, The n«my’m‘el Las

heen already invested !u the comutry st uow amownt

to » vexy m“omh!e sum, and ke m B2 )
industria) Tropbess which hes Boou waintsbied it the
Protectorate during the lasb 2 .yvears has resulted in

such an expynsion of ’‘evelopuent as to jhstm me in
advising that tlie time has mnow arrived vhen the
decisiom given in 1911 mey with advantage be
recans jderedy
6a 1 Neve arvived a$ {le c&clusion that it is
pight that 1 should support the request of your
pch;tioneu for some measure of eleotive
représentation, not only becuuse I consider that the
amount of capital now invested in the country justifies
the claims of the investors to he a1lowed Stue share,
however dudivedb, in tre Mnt;utﬂd‘&! the
comntry



@ - 24

country which thﬁy have chosen as their howe, but also
besause I foresee that the Protectorate will derive
benefit from a comeession of this nature while
inoln'in‘ m material disadvantage from the exereise
by the pl)lh of the priwilege which thcy seeke

2. You are aware that there are not a few

questions intilll,tdy conneeted with tle f‘uturs_
administration of the cauntg with refurd tn“'lv)‘ioh,
the white commmity feels,, rightlyp or rouglyy that
they have nab received and mre nol recdiving that
syapathetic consideration from the-Colaniinl Uffige -
_and from the fovernnent Wilchi¥hay assume that they
have a mto e:'qmg'%. 0f such gquestions it will
he sufﬁcient ¥o mentiom the present dgmgnd for

elective representatiom, t'e land policy of the future,

wl the lubour questiom. W& who are hehind ??wu

sceges are anarc that na effort is heing spared to
effect solutions which shall et the requirewents
of the comtuy and of the people jn couformity with
the fms*ructioms weceived from yoursell; Bul these
efforts, not bci!l.‘ apparent to tte public, ere not
eredited by themy and the iupgession unfortwwately
too widely prevails that the aim of the Governmeab

is the subordination of publie requirements to

official obstinacy and shori-sightedness, which feeling

engendeps unnecessary friclion and remders the task

of administpation more difficult and Yess offestive

than it ~«}d We 1f the public could be couvinwed

that their interests are carefully considered.

I venture therefore to reguest that you will give

dne weight to my opinian that & concession in respect
of




At %l question of nmﬂlﬂ will go e leng
"“mtm allayiig ndsapprehension and will do
 : '-l'l to remove the erromeous ;dn that tﬁo Mmsh
of tl:p ’mplo are c‘dnﬂgtutla disregarded,
8. ,m.mmnh ahove described
may be expected to resul§ from aoguissemce 4n theix
wishes, I helieve fhat the concagsion will in no
way really wegken the hamds of the administration,
So long as the umofficial members constitute a
ninogity of the Couneil, as must always be the case,
" it will be possible for the Goyerment to carry |
measure# notwithstanding unoffjcial” W‘“
'Ple reswlt thepefore till he ‘the same in ﬂwm RS
whatevep. way tho unofficiq, nenbers are ehouu, uﬂ
the omly ubjootguna which 4f eppesrs to me to b. ¥ /
poseidle to urge agaigst the pxayoxid change are _ |
that fhe eledtod members may possibly mot bé the. }
persons best qualified {o Aenler somnd widvies to the i
1
1

L RTAL

Goveyuor and that the Couneil progeedings may be
sopewlal’ prolongeéd by the ignorstce of such MM
of the rules of debate and by their possible
unwillingness to canform to the ruling of the chair, |
9. For the above reasons I belipve th‘nkﬂ ‘. L’i
will be politic to asguiesos in some degres in the' ‘
request of your memorialists, but I 2 not venture :
to advise vhether such request should be complied
with in the whole or in part, It seems to wme
bowever that, if M'Mnfﬁnhﬂh
adngited, ne good ohjest will be sttained by

0. o Besaing from the question of prinsiple to
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m ‘N\d‘ of" ﬂ*e Govenlm ‘y d& qbox‘bhc dw
4o bloqk ‘the ptoceeﬁ.ngs of Councils I am -
moreover uure’!lmt wore than one of the uncfficial -

vembers yielded to the cxy for resignation onl!
begansp it hecare apparent that the reteution of
their deats would act prejuddeally upom theln ‘ ‘
p (o businosa and not from eny oonﬁ.c‘tioa tM f“
fre' si‘mtioq Temanded their retirement, %
B n one paint however which must net he l,olt
vt ot ;- commeot Lon with the. agitation is that
3wl be & nnl“- to ask any gentlm to uuﬁ -vﬂ




88 & reason v]q ﬂxq pdigﬁq dmlﬁl ’Be pmted& \
e M wemsmms iy supurt of et cobgession are
confined to ﬂm,;m sbovey s gk,
#hat f should draw attentien to Fhe et thaty
} ¢ ta -ty pealting effective settloment of the question,
the proceedings of Council will have to be
condugted hy the official mcmbers only supplemented
by tle ene gentleman who in spite of acrimonious
remonstrance has defumined tn retain his seat on
i the o:q;rqasod _grownd that his secession from the

' % posdtim .oud_be' uot oHialW‘“J £ sl

fonati ' St ¥ ,«ms
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4 ) - 3o far g2 I Mave heen u'xla to ascertain

. the Interest in the suceess of the uenorial is

confined to the dnbahitants of onr Higliland urea.
Ny The comiercial and planting cvmaiitics of the '
e " Gosst have Wtbie- in o«mji“ ﬂ.a Aﬁq‘ S -x‘f f
i b ‘m oF ¥y Anland oot ry; wﬂmw 0
AR pam!‘m}wt\ een Misingss Ma in '
' “Ruifobi en(i 'OM» 1. h v.e/m regson to a’qppoae
\? that the dwelTers un the Gout are ﬁisslﬂlﬁed
with exisying arrangements; such supposition is
indeed nggatived by the fact that a representative
meeting of the Mombase Chasler of Commeorse wh
moanimously passed a Yote of comfPldence in the -
’ Hom, iir Wilson when he announced his intention of
- ‘retaining his “‘ The white poplation of the
Goast_As howw*._-n; maoh inferior to that
of ‘#hie MgWiintuy ond 1t wist be accapted & o fact
that the pelMliion expresses the wishes of o large
' majarity

LS




247

majority of the white mmddhoo-mity. _
J 38y | The compilers of the petition have limited
b e o w “@drands to the reguest for elective
s rerresentation and have refrained from expressing
]
thelr views ad to how saoh mg!nq{quonhtqsha
eftected. Taesibly they fsnire 1o Beit & reply

.

i« . upen the main questioh before dealing with matters
{1 ' of M-d,mui for the saive’ reason uw to
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which it is px"opoaed ‘bo prov_idn’ for
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