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The Under Secretary of State,
Colonial 0ffice, 8,¥,

s

T

‘Ou¥ Resident mhuor iu)m us that the
Governusat of the Mast Afrien Frobsotasste bas wi- i
drawn the right of using the water ef ﬂu I!cou ,
Springs which was previously grafited us, If 4%
were net for our experience during the mt Tow

“menthe, ve should certainly not believe that such

.8 thing were possible, but as it 1s the fourth
time that the Gq;omt of the Bast Afrieca Pro-
tettorate hms seen £it to override arrangements pre-
viously msde, there is nothing left to us but to -
apply to you for redress.

When this Cempeny was formed, we were u-
eured that the Goverament would give us all due ase-
aistance in the carrying through of the very diffi-
cult task undertaken by us, but, instead of helping
us, the present Government of the Protectorate is
putting di4ffioulties in our way which make our posi- '

b tian absolutely untenadble, as we never knew mhieh of

' ¥he deaisions previously arrived at may be Neversed
at auy moment. In view of the vital importamce of
the last injunction suddenly placed upon us hy the
Government we are reluctantly cempelled to Tospect-
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4 ‘tully subalt that means be uvzua g0t only, %5 put
" this mttor right, but te provide mgnlt g repeti-
. tion of such occcurrences in the future. . ‘
The Government has granted us the right to
build a railway to link up the Magadi deposit wish
the Uganda Railway and one of the oconditions imposed
,‘ on us is that we should arrange for a water supply
of 100,000 gallons per day. The fulfilment of this
condition was rendered extremely difficult by the
Government refusing to allow us to use any of the
wa.tpr in olose proximity to the mi‘lny line. We
then worked out a scheme for i:umping water from the
Upper Athi. The carrying out of this scheape was ‘
rendered m-ﬁbh by the Government refusing te
al}u us the use of this water excepting on the cen-
diﬁon that the flow at the Athi River bridge was not
dﬂninishod in any way, a condition which our experts
stated to be impossible to comply with. We then,
after cona}dqablo troudble and expense, and mainly
on the recommgndation of the late Mr Currie, Iorkgd
out a scheme for obtaining the necessary water from
the l'gong springs, and, after having obtained the
consent of the Government to the execution of this
aohoﬂ‘le under certain conditions, for 'h;ohf’ we amply
provided, the whole of the material for the comstruc-
tion of ‘thise -;tcr supply wae sent out to East Afrioca
gnd the arrangememts for the carrying out of the
' scheme were made. Ve may mention that this scheme

involves the Company in very heavy exponditux“'eﬂ', as we
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Tho Usder Beorotary of Stete ..

have to go thirty miles svay te collsct the water.

If the Gevermnment now wishes to withhold aise this
source of supply from us, they practically mske it
impossible for us to find the water, and we fail te
undérstand the reesons why the Goyernuent, havimg .
granted the rigit to build the railway, mew wishes

to preyent us frem providing the water necessary fer
working that railway.

We understand from our Resident Engineer
that the Governor has gone on e six weeks' safari
and that the Colonial Secretary states that he is unen-
p?'orod to discuss the matter meanwhile. We dloul# like
%o point out thaiy, even should the objection ¢f the
@GoYernor be withdrawn on his return, the delay so
gqi’uod will materially affect the Company, and the '
Beard uy consequently be compelled to Jultify to the
shareholders their statement that thé q,uoauon of water :
supply had been satisfactorily settled - @& ‘chn‘nont
which was based on the Government's letter dated 22nd
January 1913, a copy of which is attached to our #0-
cempanying repert. v :

W¢ have the honour to attach a full report
end mapse, élearly explaining, we believe, the whole
position, but it may be as well to peint out that the
whole of the water which it is intended to take from
vtho Y'geng springs has up to the ﬁgh.nt been granted
to us exelusively for the purposes of the lhcadiw
Branch line: 1In connection herewith we také. the -

" berty of referring to the request which we r.\q’m-

fully ‘submitted in our Q,;mf.ﬁm"m May, whereln
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The Under Becretary of State <. - - 9.7.13

we asked that the use of Luch part of that water ae
may not be roqufrod for the railway should be granted
to us, at least temporarily, for certain other pur-
poses.

In our seheme the needs of the lasai have
been fully previded for by means of troughs, at which
they can water their cattle, automatic valves being
fitted sc that the water is shut off from our pipe-
line as soon as the level of tho‘ntor in these
t¥oughs drops below & certain peint. Our pipe-line,
therefore, would be fed solely by ovorrln,?snd we

feel justified in stating that our arrangements will

be such as to guarantee that the amount of water
available for the lasai will not in any way be re-
duced by reason of our operations.

We should like to express our regret that
circumstances beyond our oontrol have foroced us %o
approach you in such a way, which we shéuld not-have
done had we been able to see any other possibility of
safeguarding the legitimate and vital interests of
the Company.

We have the honour to be, i
8ir,

Your obedient Servants,

OR AKU UN BEHACF 11
THE MAGADI SQUA COMPANY, (TD)

/ '4 .
’/‘/'\7/‘"4»7‘»","}/"ﬂr.

MANAGERS.
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wlter iovontuhmn for a railway watéer supg'ly had

been gonlidorod and abandoned Mr Ross meanwhile found a con- ’
e 'sidcrsble quantity Ar water in the form of springs in the

K'gong 'Hills. These springs ‘eventually go to. form the
Kisserian and Rosnerley streams which diuppear under the
ground within a very short dietnnce of the foot of the range,
and 1t appeared to Mr Ross that, by putting in suitable
troughs which ',le lﬁﬁni aattle‘could use, there could be no.
objection to our drawing off the surplus water which over-
flowed froﬁ these troughs. We énolou copy of a letter
from our Resident Engineer dated 18th January 1913, in which
application was made to the Government for permiseion to use
this water, and a plan which was submitted at the same t dme
showing the springs and streams in the N'gong Hills which it
was proposed to use, is also attached. After many inter-
views with the Governor permission was granted us to use )
thie water, /and copy of the letter in which t]pila permission
was granted is enclosed. ' i f4

8ince the ,d"ntq of thiu‘iottcr. namely January of

this year, we have presumed vhnt the water question for the ' '
Magadl railway had been dafinitﬂ.‘gy u’ctlbd nnd 1ndced u ‘Te-

port was made to the Board to the eftcct that the H'sw&

‘supply had been granted by the Govornmnnt q& na ‘ omilfuc-
tery solution of the matter. On the 4tk of mis nonth ‘how-
“ever, we gathered from a letter which we roccived from lir Ross

that some difficulty 'was being raised on thé matter: In this

N

5 "I receivedsthe rﬂioving telegram from the Chief Secretary
\ TR "to t.he Gﬂqrmnb on m lzth inst:-

httexf Mr Ross saye:



© . grumbling now makeés them raise the question of a further pers

'Following telegram received from Provincial Commissiorer,
'Naivasha: Begine:- "Masai uisturbed at Boda Company
‘oommencing to tap Kisserian and No.9 river to which
'Browne strongly objects in his 429/2 ‘of 15th Decembey
11911. Permission should not be granted.' ends. Please
'deslet from tapping these springs until you have arrived
''at agreement with Pistrict Commissioner, N'gong.' *
( h f

Br Ross goes on to say: 4
# ’ ¢ h
"I cannot definitely state what attitude the District .7
Commissioner, #r Browne, will take, but 1t seems &n gxtraprdin- -
- ary thing for the Government to grén£ us riéhta to tap ¢?rtqin
springs on plane which were lald before them and which received
their full consideration and which evidently a little Masal
mission or something of the sort from the District Comﬁiuaioners
X'gong."

He goes on to say:

"The fact that the rasal have the first call on the water
by our automatic troughe should convince the bo'rnnent that
the interests of the Masal are fully protected few in the scheme
under which; the water has been granted."

Our fears that the authorities were raising the question
of this water supply again is confirmed by a telegram which we
received on Friday and which reads as follows:=-

‘ . \ o

"Governor instructs from N'gong weirs € and H only can be

"tapped lower streams also additional thrge troughebe fed

"from upper intake consider must be misunderstanding

"through-gome misapprehension of Brownes but Governor un-

“approachable as left twenty seventh June six weeks safari

"southwest Masal reserve Chief Secretary unempdwered con-

-"sider modification his absence projected work hung up

"suggest get Cqlonial Office empower Chitef Secretary with

“Technical Advisers comsider and decide whether sanctioned

"scheme gannot be adhered to closely ror. fully without ‘

"detriment Masai and settle matter immediately" )

2 Sy

If, as we take it from this telegram, the Governor now
refuses to allow us to take any of the.water from the lower
streams except those marked G and H on the enclosed plan, we

would point out that it dewives us of nearly 90% of the water

H\




available ffom these lower streams which would be equivalent
to about 80% of the total water available fraom these lower

abvoams, and 1.1705 us slm0It antinoly dependent oen ths water

from the upper streams, vﬁlch hav: never given even 1n the we&
season, much more than 100,000 gnllono per dian which 'e requirz
and which will undoublcdly nesn in tite dky‘iyanon that: the
rallway water rqulrmnte i1l not nearly bc provmed for by
the whole of the upper ltroaug plus G and H of the lower x{reg-
!urther the Masal would be entitled to daprivo us also of thiﬁ
«8upply by watering their oattle exclusively from the troughs
to be put in by us whilst the whole of the water of the lower
gtrdqna migh; run to waste. ¥e would point out that the
attnohﬁ& ﬁiln uhowing the pesition of the etreamlA their
estimated supply and the numbers undgr which they are known,
was submitted to the Government before we received their
1;ttor of the 22nd January 1913, and it is inexplicable to. us:
how the Government, having once sanctioned the scheme in which -~
the streams and their outputs were definitely shown on a plan )
can now withdraw their sanction for the usé of the water from
the most abundant of tho-e streams, and thus render the’ cnp-
cession which they gave us practically worthless. In addition
to the plan showing the position of the streams, we also gttach
a list showing the ‘gaugings and the dates on which' they were
taken of both the upper and lower N'gong streams, and it can
cfe;rly be seen from this list that to deprive us of the lower
streams except O and B practically deprives us of three qu&rtpra
of the available supply.
To dbriefly recapitulate the matter we would point out that
in Mr Ross's letter of thre 18th January he applies for the whole
of the supply from the higher spQ&ngn exclusive of 15 and 16,

these being the only ones which are ever used by the Masai and
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i then only occasionally, which gives a supply of 104,231 gallons

per‘d;jng This quantity, although the lowest' gauging evér re-

corded by'ul, wae ‘taken in an extremely rainy ycaf aﬁd ?h;;gf
fore the margin of safety is nothing like suffiocient. Me -
therefore, applied also in this letter to put in a igﬁer main
intake on the stream F at an elevation of 6,000 t;et. Qﬁere,
by means of trougiie the amount of water from thé lower‘springa
the full fle# of ehich taken at the same time was estimated |
at about 4251000 gallons per diem excluding stream No.9 which
it was never proposed to touch, could be'used to make Qp the 7 ;
deficienocy in the supply from the higher lpr{ng‘;H 1t was alﬁo .
proposed to improve the watering plac¢>€t stream No.9 which g ) 1
“at present flows through marshy ground Sy putting in good stone
watering places, and the Governor's létéﬁr“af the 22nd January
is in:;eply to Mr Ross's letter of the I8th Jarmuary, {n which
these propositione were put forward, and agrees tovhie sugges~
tions subject to a proper form of agreement baiﬁg drawﬂ‘ub.
As we thought there might possibly be some wisteke in Mrl
Ross's telegram, which indeed was not quite clear to,y{.,vo ‘
cabled’to him yesterday as follows:- ‘
"Your cable 4th by lower. streams do You mean lower weirs
"as per your lefter 25th November last If so it appears

“to ue Governor's instructions deprive Company of about
"80 per cent of total supply. Cable reply".

L.and Mr Ross wires us to-day as follows:-

¢

“Yes, lower wdi}s whereby ﬁupplementa;y supply reduéod
"80 per icant. invalidating Whole pehomn.gﬁvﬁ':2~yypfr intake
"troughe place vital supply‘at mercy 6£'ld§$£-f' v 9
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HAGADI JUNCTION,
lith

Jamuwary 1913.

The ‘Hon. nu Chief Secretary,
To The Administratien,
Bast Afrisa Protecterate,
HAIRGBI.

In secerdance with yeur roqmt of the 16th instamt I méw

have the heneur ta forward under separate cover plan -hnhrc
the position of the N'gong Sprimgs, Stresms and Weirs, and @o
line of propesed Cencentratiean Pipes.

(1) The gaugimgs eof these springs and the surveying of the
concentration pipe-lime have been in hand frem the middle eof .
August ll*ul the end of lov.bq“F and copies of the weekly
gaugings cbtained have from timé te time been forwarded \oe,tho
Govermment through the General Manager of the Uganda Railway.

(2) By reference te the enclesed plen it will be seen that
& group oR:¥prings rise above the 6700' elevation. These g;ﬂu-"
are not used by the Masai, and it is proposed to draw as muck
of our supply frem ‘t.I- a® pessible. Fer this purpeose we have
to build intakes at these springs and lead the water fam them
to a cemtral imtake tamk at an elevatiem of 6680' as ahown.

(3) Although the pipe-lime has been staked out it is
recommended that Springs Nes. 15 sad 16 should not be tapped,
but left for the Masai who =« nf certain periods of the year -
bring up a few sattlie to this “,.u‘ﬁ which rises in a very much
,;lgttor lie of country than the rest of the upper group of
N) The flow of these higher springs (exolusive of Nes.

15 and 16) gave & tetal of 104,231 gallons per dieém on 2nd Novem-:
ber 1912, just before the Novembesr r\in- set in. This is the
lowest gauging recorded by us after the recent dry season extend-



ing over & full five months,

(6) This yield not providing a suffioient satety mrcin
over our rcquu-noph, the _19'or springs and stream flows were
therefore gauged, These gave on the same date (2nd Novemher)
a combined minimum flow of 436,533 gallens per diem - exoluding
Stream No.9? which gave a furthier flew of 33,724 gallens per
dien on the same day.

(6) 7o ensure the Railway supply we have, therefore, to
put in a lower main intake on t.ho'-trul "F* at an elevation of
6000'. €mall intakes will be built on the lower ltrn.lll at the

points shown on plan, from which such water as may be required

to make up the deficiency i the railway supply will be led by
w of & pipe-line to the main lower intake. From this intake
our 6* diameter main piy;-lino runs for 33 miles to a large tank
at Cairn Hill (elevation 5800') From this tank the water flows
by gravity along the nilv;y as far as Koora Station - fifteen
miles from Lake Magadi.

(7) Water from these lower streams will only be used when,
and if, required to bring up the supply to the railway d*nud!
Compensati ; % IR
(8) 1In the scheme as propesed to the Consulting Engineers, ;

Springs Nos. 15 and 16 and streanm ro.o (Ihlch 1ater gave a

flow of 33,724 gallens per diea at ou- hlt lowest gauging) are

to be left entirely fer the Masai. Stream No,9 is the ®sacond
largest in the N'geng Hills Distriot and its whole flew will
t‘bgroforc always be entirely open to the Masai,

As it flows through somewhat marahy ground certain peints
" te be ulootod by us on this etreem will, ?o fleaned out and,
ir luobuu,y, muh.a with stene %o nvo the utﬂo ahfarhblo :
" watering ‘places. : T S
(9) A study of the m’b will ,&no- - ._;rt from Stream

%

Hoe9 = the fact of our having intakes lo“lt' on the lower streams




will alny‘i memn " the .uy neonn to ﬂﬁ hui of th% ltﬁw
flows "G%, ®H®,  ®J® and the "Kisserisn® above where we tap. them’ m .'?:’
and therefore before the water reaches our intakes. Thie of |
course would lesd io pollution of the water.

In a measure to obviate any necessity for their watering
nbove our Lower Intake, sand again te guard minlt uv possible
shanse of the lhni rmina‘ ehert of water through our hppinz : /
the streams and miu- = I proposé to put in a set of ounqrote
cempensation water $roughs in the vicinity or and belo', t.hn
main lower imt=Yke.

This set at first would censist of three conérete troughs
each 50' leng, and of the type shown on attached print. A
olosed-in chamber would be fitted and se uﬁud that as-<soon
a8 the level of the water in the trough began to fall the ball- |
valve would drop and the inflow at once Tecommence. This ball-
valve acts automatiqally and would always ensure the l,a-} hav-
ing the first call on the water should they require it. The
troughs would b; fed by a pipe-line frem the lower intake.

Thus a permanent supply of 6,300 gallons - and as much
furtrter water as the a%ttlo coming te the troughs could possibly
roqu]rc - would he assured.

If, later, it were found that more troughs are noodod to

accomnodate the clttla, these could be added by us.
Gov bt'l' ti 8

{10) ﬁnoum ‘the Government Station be tm-fm-od o tats
& vi.ouuty f-hniwwly fu' iho lhtion cmu u'qyl be obauud
‘ rm our. r-onr lnﬁ-ko
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RN 8 Your most ohd;u_i)t:‘fflu‘@t.’
J (81gaed) 2,4, ROSS, ‘o
4 ". Resident Engineer « llagg.ﬂ;‘\'xlali‘lny,
. e

N.B./ The following plans &e. are forwarded under sspardte
doverse <

.Blue print = of Water Trough - No.?T.1.
do. - ox Plan of Magadi Railway.
Plan traoing - Plan showing springs, streams and Proposed Con-
centration Scheme, ¥'gong Hills - No.W, 23,




e The Secretariat,
2 ‘NATROB
S ey ¢ lut Africs Protoctonto.
' 4 Jl.nuary 22nd 1913.
«
sir,

'l have the honour te aclknowledge the receipt of Your t
1.ttor Ho.H.48 of the 18th instant containing certain proposals
for a water luppxy for the Magadi Railway to be conveyed in
pipes from the l'cong 11110.

2, Bubject to the looophnoo by your Company of an
obligation to surrender without om_cnutiog to Government
at any time, either temporarily or Permanently the whole or
any portien of the supply whioh may be required by Government
whether for the use of the ¥asai or for any other Government
purpose, the scheme as set forth in your letter 1s approved.

3. It will be necessary for the terms of ﬂio arrange-
ment as finally conoiuded to be incorporated later in an agree-
ment signed by a legally authorised Tepresentative of the
Cempany. ’

I have the henour to De,
lil‘.‘ S ]
Your most ebedient ;Bm_j."
(Signed) ¢.c. Bowkprio

Chief. Surqt;ry to the
Government.

T.A. Ross Esq., " o
Resident Engineer, 7
llaquu hun:
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