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,A.Mr; Thesiger 16 Bir-Edword Grey.—(Received January ey

4('5 Adis Ababa, Janwary 1, 1914.

T, e

WITH reference to vour despatéh No. 91 of the 20th November concerning the
estion of compensation for the raid-in the Kulal district in which Mr. Jones was
unded, I‘ have the houour to report that I have endeavoured for some time to
tain an sudience with Lij Yasu and the Nagadras on the subject, but without
CCeNS. .

1 had arranged for an interview one day, but on arriving at Lij Yasn's palace T
md that the Nagadras was not there and the Prince himself was too intexicated to
s able to grasp what T was saying t6 him. I came away end then asked for another
ceting a day or two later. This was, however, pn«xtﬁ)nnnd on account of the illness of
¢ Nagadras, and Lij Yasu then went to say -thal he would be very glad to sec me
sonally, but that he would not discuss any business until Nagadras Hailu Giorgis
s well again and able to he present.

[ consequently went to sve him and after a conversation o general subjects 1 -
il him that Lis Majesty’s Government were in consequence aof the raids of the past
wur years, of Captain Ayhm'("\ deat!. and Mr. Jones” wound, claiming compensation

the extent of 150,000 dollars

{ pointed out that his Government had refused the rectification of the frontior
Lich would have enabled us to institute a system of co-operative patrolling; that
wy biad failed to punish anyoue for these raids, although they had had many of the men
iplicated under arrest for some time ; and that as the local chiefs weve very largely
» Llame for this state of -things, His Majesty’s Government must hold the Etbiopian
overnment responsiblé. o

Lij Yasu listened attentively and asked one or two questions, but gave no opinion,
il promised me that he would discuss the matter azain before [ left Adis Ahaba.

L sent Mr. Zafiro yesterday to see the Nagadras, hut he found him ill in bed and
pfusing to do any work. 1 propose therefore to put the demand in writing and to
ad it to the Minister for Foreign Affairs asking for a written reply, as I am sure
it the Nagadras will not leave his bed until { have left Adis Ababa, and it is in
'\H\l!l]ll(’nl‘(’ h()pl’l('55 to l‘X})l'('[ an in[l'l"'i"“‘.

i [t is, L am convineed, certain that the Government will refuse compensation as

bl
o, 1.)

iy have hitherto refused to accept any respousibility for the econdition of affairs on
i frontier, and we shall in the end, 1 consider, be foreed to make the rectification
ithout their consent and to inerease our force on the bordepto the extent necessary
hold the line securely.
[ am forwarding a copy of this despatch to Lord Kitchener.
[ have, &c. «
PR N WILFRED G. THESIGER.
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Mr. Thesiger to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received January 24
(No. L1

Sig, Adis Ababa, January 1, 1914,
WITH reference to your despateh No. 91 of the 20th Novembsr concerning the
quesﬁfm of compensation for the raid in the Kulal distriet in which Mr. Jones was
wow ‘=, T have the honour tu report that 1 have cudeavoured for some time to
obtain an audience with 1ij Yasu and the Nagadras on the subject, but without
success

1 had arranged for an interview oue day, but on arriving at 1.ij Yasu's palace ]
found that the Nagadras was vot there and the Prince himself was too intoxicated to
be able to grasp what T was saying to him. I came away and then asked for another
neeting a day or two later. ‘Phis was, however, pml.punvd on account of the illness of
the Nagadras, and Lij Yasu then sent to say that he would be very glad to see me
personally. but that he would not discuss any business unil Nagadras Hailu Giorgis
was well again and able to be present.

T pn:uv('lu“nﬂ_\' wont to see him, and after & conversation on gencral subjects |1
told him that s Majesty's Government were, in consequence of the raids of the pust
four yenrs, of Captain Aylmer's death, and M. Jounes' wound, claiming compensation
o the extent of 150,000 doliars.

I pointed out that his Government had refused the rectification of the frontier
which would hase enabled us to iostitute o system of co-operative patrolling; that
they had failed to punish anyone for these raids, although they had had many of the men
implicated under arrest for sotne time ; and that as the local chiefs were very largely
1o blarue for this state of thines, His Mujesty’s Government must hold the Ethiopian
(overnuient responsible

Lij Yasu listened attentively and nsked one or two questions, but save no opinion,
and promised me that he wonbd disenss the matter again hefore [ left Adis Ababa.

I sent Mr. Zatiro yesterday to see the Nagadrag, but he found bim il in bed and
refusiag 1o do any work. [ propose sherefore to put the demand in writing and to
sond it to the Mimister for Foreizn \ffairs asking for a written reply, as 1 am sure
Ut the Nueadras nlb oot lTeave his bed untl 1 ohave Tefd Adis Ataba, aud it is In
consequenes hopeless to expect an interview.

It is, 1 arg conwineed, eertain that the Government will refuse compensation as
they have hitheeto refused to aeeept any responsibitity for the condition of afTairs on
the frontier, and we shall in the end, T eonsuder, be foreed to make the rectification
without their congent nd o erease oar force on the border to the extent necessary
to hold the line securely

I am forwarding @ copy of this despateh to Lord Kitehener.

| have, &¢
WILFRED (1 THESIGER.
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