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sir:-
■ 23 MAR:4

directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to Inforr 

dl6CU66lon has for some time beer proceed-

I ajn

you that a

the Italian Government ae to the Interpreta-ln(r wltji

tlon of the Tripartite Agreement of 1906 with regard 

to Abyssinia, In the event of the eventual brealfup of

The discussion has hitherto been confln-that country.

of the future ovfnerehlp of the Lake
, i

Tsana dletrLct aod the control of the ^Abiresl'nlan
I

fiuente of the ::ile, but it will be seam fr<^ the des-

ed to the question

patch from Hla tajesty's Ambassador at home, copy of 

which Is enclosed herewith, that the Italian Colonial
. /

the dkvi®Jbr<-^f the 't^iaii 

the i sou,%.'^ ,',

■; !•

Minister has suggested that'•f •

and British spheres In
I

■ *, ■iihv,

E. Grev Is conauiting Hl^,i^3edty*6 Agenis^t^ ''Y'
Cairo with regard to the laoet advantageous boundary for^-'

.ialso be discussed. i "
• -r ■I

Sir

n
the Sudan Hinterland, and he would be glad to receive .

Mr.

-S’tlnder Secretary of State, 
Colonial Office.

^ '5
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Mr. Secretary Harcourt'e observationB ae to the d--J poe-

elbllity or a northward extension of the boundary off

the British East Africa Protactorata/should the.'parti­

tion of Abyssinia eventually become 

I am.

unavoidable.

Sir,

Your moat obedient.

humble Servant,
fi.

/.w'
_ (AjrT^-r_, t

I
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«lr:-
23 MAR 14

I Hava the honour to acknowleage 

your -.Bpatch H6.3^ 4th

•'•T/r.-

the receipt 

> ultimo encloBlng two
memoranda deling with i 

I' had, pending t,^

11 Africa of the

tl» dueetloETof Lake Taana.

or a repij, to deepatch

22nd Of December last, abetalned I
1

from seeing Signor 

first

Agneea again. But I had at oUr
/

"■eating m^ggeeted that he should let me 

reports from Signor P^nea of
■ t \aee the

conversations »ith Lord
haUMlowne to uhlch he had referrei, 

a claim on our
in Support; of the 

pert to the eventual 

of Lake Tsana, m the

contention that

territorial poaeeBeion 

a hraak'up of the 

the Italian Government.

event of J

Abyeainian Btapire, had Burprieed

To-day I him that he

« ■»* m
If he' had prepared spy papers for^e.

^ Signor Afflieea 

«e eaid that
f now at the Ministry of the Oolomee. 1

ttoee documentiB'weim 
J^rralVe,

at the Mlnietry of,
¥

and ha had to
I

-

^ III '
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•0, and h« lyate agrsad 

to Bhow one 

evidence on which our 

In the meantime 

wa did not carry the i^iicuttloBftirthor, but nipcor 

Agnasa obaervad that he thought, when we were dealing 

with thla particular matter, it might be of advantage 

to azamlna we whole queation of

authonaktlon. Ha would do>

^ j , . that It would haat aarva oar purpoee

afiethar without raeeiva all the 

^••P*®tlva atandpointe wor4 baaed.' ’V

an eventual definition

of aipiaraa not only m the nel^bourhood 

hut to the aouth of Abyaalnia aleo.

Thla auggaatlon of hla

of Lake Teana

prompts mp to invite your 

attention once more to Lord kitchener'e deepatch Mo.

1« Africa Of May 29th, 1913, copy of which waa forwarded 

to me id .your deepatch «o. fl2 vtfrica of 

lapt, fcM* mi/ culdance.
neceiTiber 5th

A glance at the map which ac- 

ddgipentlid Ihrd kitchener's despatch ahowa that in

x ?. adtfltlon to t|hf large area of what le now Abyealnla

the ^weat and the NUe basin, which he has marked 

but SB the Hinterland* of the Anglo-Kgyptlan Soudan, a
atm larger areb la eaniarked aa the Hinterisiid of

i ''

Britloh Kaat Africa, and, «rtiiie'a p^vTow etnp ih
■!'

daacrlbad aa the ntidlan ngiit of w^y*. all d| '



-•
IMr

territorial oonnectlen betwean Erythiwa m(L'ftaileft 

Somaliland le diemlea«l, the Italian Hinterland In the 

eouth being reetrlcted to the upper reachee ot the
//

\.

Weble Shebell emd the country of the Ogaden Somalia.

I do not Icnow how far the views here put forward

by loin Kitchener regarding a practical partition of 

Abyssinia, ahoulc such a process become neoeesary, 

would be endorsed by your Department and the Colonial

Office, but the fact that I have been Instructed to

bear hie views in mind mlfdit point In that dlreatlon.

I do not feel at present that it would be very oppor«

tuna for me to let It be suepectad here that such a

large portion of Abyaelnla was regarded as tJeing In our

reverMpknary sphere. There is at present a chauvinist

tendency in this country which leads public opinion "o

look upon nearly the whole of Ahyeslnla as an area of

Italian Irredantlem, and the subject muet evidently

be dpproaChed with caution. In any case, ware it for

a moment eupposed that we contemplated converting Into

a mere privilege of right of way across eventual

Brltieh territory, our engagement, for such it ie held 

to bo, to co^operatij. In the realleation of the Italian
1!
-i

aim !



lOi)

aim of territorial contlrmlty between Erythrea and

Italian Somaliland, I have no doubt whatever that a

storm or the riret magnitude would imaedlately be

raised.

I may mention in cancluslosn that I have a note of

Sir John Hmrrington'e to the effect that, in his

opinion, the territory moet essential to secure, from 

the point of view of the Apglo-Egyptlon Spudan, jvsa tljst

to the west of the Dldessa Fiver which joins the Blue

Nile above Fasokel, and of a line frcfti Its head-waters

to those of the River Omo or Oibr following th* course

of the latter to Lake Rudolph. This is of course only

a small portion of the area which Lord Kitchener has

marked as Hinterland of the Soudan,. There would I am

sure be no difficulty with the Italians as re^rds

this particular area.

I have &c.

(Signed) Rehnell Rodd.

■ «■ -•
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Sir,

1 au dlraotad Oy ur. Haure tnry ilaroourl to 
»skno»lsd(^ Ilia reoaipl of your letter U<o.lW>46/14J 
of the 2- tii of iaruli, 1914, witn ite enoloaura on Uta 
•Utjaat or blM di'finlori of Uie italinn njxi uritiah 
apharaa in tne aouth of ItyaalnlR, In the event of the 
dleruptlon of thst country.

1 am to raquaet you to infonu ioereUiry Sir 
:;dear() 'rroy that a eopy of tne forel£yi . ffice letter 
with ita .ncloaura tiaa i/oan sent to the Oovemur of 
ths .:4iat Africa Ira tecturnoe wno haa been i aaad to 
furniah ids vi ov/s on tne question.

h further cooiouni tation wi 11 t sent wnen

2.

i.
his reply is received.

1 aiu, I

Sir,
Your ir.oat

■ I

E UNDER asCHEVAI^Y CV r,
' ..P ' ycmiau orWcr;,

I
▲ 'll
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