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ForeiGN OFFICE

nd wld Frss
The Uniler Seorotary af Stal:

Forag o, ("“ET’EY"} Mareh 20th, 1914.
: 1 10731

8ir:- ’

2% MAR :4

I am directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey %o inform
you that & discussion hes for some btime becn proceed-
ing with the Italien Governmenl &8 10 the interpreta-
tion of the Tripartits Agrsement of 1906 with regard
to Abyssinia, in ths event of the eventual breakup of
that country. 'he discussion has hitherto been confin-
ed to the question of the future ownershlp of theg Lake

i
Tgana district and the control of thgiAbyssfniaw Pf:
fqusnts of the !’ile, but it will be seer from t%; dss-
pateh fron Fis ajest/'s Amrassador at Fome, copy of
which is encloesd herewith, =hav the Italiar Colonial
Vinister has suggested that the dlv£s£0ngpf the“iﬁ#lian
3 { LIS "

and British spheres 1nAtheLSDuﬁhfﬂ¥ Abyééiﬁiaastoﬁid‘
also be discussed. N4~ i R
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Sir E. Grev is consulting Hig Vajesty's Agent ‘et

5
Cairo with regard to the most adventageous boundary tor"

the Suden Hinterland, and he would be glad to receive
) Mr.
o' Under Secretary of State,
Colonial Office.
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(10026/14) -
Mr. Secretary Harcourt's observations as to the pos-

[ 810111ty of & northward extension of the ticundary of
the British East Africs Prctectorate,'should the;purti-
tion of Abyssinia éventually becoms unavoidarls.

I enm,
8ir,

f

Your most, obedient,

f humtle Eervant,

‘".Z/u /é]\,: . (A L Tre
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) I have

the honour to ﬁclmowledge the receipt . of
your despatch No,36 of the At,h ultd.mo encloping twg

memoranda doallng with the queat.:lorror Lake Tsana,

I heq, pnm‘ding the receipt of 4 reply to My despatch

No. 11 Arrica of the 22nd or Decembar last, absr,q;md .

But T had at our

from Beeing Signor Agnesa agdin.

Tirst meeting Buggested thut he 8hould let, me 866 the '

Teports from Signor Pansa of Conversations wyth Lora

Lansdowne 1o which e had referred, in Bupport. of the

contention that a claim on our part to the eventual

territorial possession of Lake Tsana, in the 8vent of |

& break-up of the Abyssinian Empire, hag Burprised

the Italian Govermment, To-day I rw him that he
had not yet Shown me any gueh dacumem fnd” aekeq hin
1f he had p‘repared a,ny panera for ‘me, ‘zisnor Agnesa

i8 now nt thn Inuniat.ry of the 0010mes. Ha 8aid that

these documnu wote at the Mimatry of Fﬁbrmm

L«l

Atfatrs, and he hat to ovtain the M@,@'ﬁ‘ﬁ’ !

: Ungn.,K.G‘ P,
., m., ac..
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euthorisation. He would o 8o, and he quite agreed
that it would best serve our purpces to show one
-Q._nothqr withq’ub reserve all the evidence on which our
respective standpoints weré based. In the meant.ime
we did not carry the Mtﬁmnner, but Signor
Agnesa observed that he thought, when we wers dealing
with this particular matter, it mipht be of adventage
to examine the whole question of an eventual definition
of gpheres not only in the neighbourhood of Lake Tsana
but to the south of Abyssinia also.

Thie suggestion of his prompts me Lo invite your
attention once more to Lord Kitchener's despatch Ho.
12 Africa of May 29ih, 1913, cops; of which was forwarded
to me inwouf despatch No. 22 Africa of December 5th
last, for my guidance. A glance at the map which ac-
companisy Lora Kitchener's despatch shows that in
addition to ’t.ghg ‘darge srea of what ie now Abyssinia
tewaxds tho ‘west an¢ the Nile basin, which he has marked
out as the Hinterland of the Anglo-Egyptian Soudan, a
StiIi larger ared is earmarked as the Hlntéria:nu of
British Esst Ar'nc., and, while's mhrrow strip ta

described as the *Itaiian right of way®, mii $qa o1

e




108 g8
territorial connection between Erythrea ind Tralian
Somaliland is dismissed, the Italian Hinisriand in the
south being restricted to the upper roaé:han of ‘t,he
Weble Shebeli end the country of the Ogaden Somalie.

I do not know how far the views hers put forward
by Lord Kitchener regarding & practicsl part itlon of
Abyssinia, shoulc such u procees becoms necessary,
would be endorsed by your Department and the Colonial
Office, bul the fuct that I have been instructed to
bedar hie views in mind might point in that direetion.
I do not feel at present that it woulé be very oppore
tune for me to let it be suspected hers that such a
large portion of Abyssinia was regarded as 'ﬁ‘ei\nv in our
roven“hmry sphere. There 18 at present a chauvinist
tendency in this country which leads public opinion ‘o
look upon nearly the whole of Abyssinia as an area of
Italian irredentism, and the subject must evidently
iJe approathed with cautien. In uny cuse, were it for
é moment supposed that \;re contemplated cenverting into
a mATre privilege of right of way ucross sventuel
British territory, our engagement, for such it is held
to be, to cosoperatd in the realisation of the Italian

aim
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aim or territorial continuity between Ery{hrea and
Italian Somaliland, I have no doubt whatever that a
storm of the first magnitude would immediately ba
rajsed.

I may mention in conclusion thut I have a nots of
81ir Johu Harrington's te the effect thet, in his
opinion, the territory most essential to secure, from
the point of view of the Apglo<Egyptian Spudan, was that
to the westv of the Didessa River which joins the Biue
Nile sbove Fazokel, anc of a line fram its head-waters
to those of the River Urno or Gibr following the course
of the latter to Lake Rudolph., This is of course only
a small portlion of the area which Ler¢ Kitchener has
marked us Hinterland of the Soudan. There would I am
sure be no difficulty with the Italiane as regards
this particular area.

I have &c.{

(S1gnea) Rennell Rodd.

T €y gy
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1073171914, Downing, Street,

1914.

3ir,

1 aw directed Ly ur. Seurcwry :arcourt W
scknovledge the roceipt of your letter (no.lut46/14)
of the 2: ti of .arcn, 1914, witn its enclosure on the
sut ject of the division of the italian and bLritish
spheres in the south of Abyssinin, in the event of the
disruption of thet country.

2, | am to request you to inforu secretury Sir
sdward ‘'rey uhat & copy of une roreiyn .ffice letter
with its mclosure nas veen sent w the Governor of
the sast nfrica irotecturaie wno has been t9xked Lo
furnish wis viows on tne cuestian.

3.  # furtner comamnitation will L sent wuen
nis reply is received,

1 aw,
Sir,

Your wmoat ouedient seryut,

L UNDER SECRESARY CF 57KDw,
FCOREIGH UrFlua.
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