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t['l‘hig'Docnment is the Propefty of His Britannic Majesty's Government.]

ABYSSINIA. {April 22
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No. 1.
. ' ; 3
) Mr. Dodds to 8ir Edward Grey.—(Received April 22.) 204
(No. 27.)

Sir Adis Ababa, March 25, 1914

[ HAVE the honour to forward hercwith a; lation of a letter received from
(he Abyssinian Government which plu‘ports to\,)u' an answer fo my letter of the
27th January, forwarded to you ander cover with my doespatels No. 10 of the
aoth Junuary, in which T demanded compénsation for the death of Captam Aylmer,
aud the wounding of Lieutenant Jones. . = “ '

{ was in audience with Li) Yasu gn the 21st instant. when | took the opportunity
1 inlorm him, and the Naeadras Haili Giorgis who was present, that the Government
had ovaded the question, and lad not given a satisfuctory answer o the demand
fur ecompensativn. i

At that 1 left the matter and was prepared; to take my departure, when Lij Yasu
and the Nagadras commenced to ask me questions re wiiner the extent’ of conupry
Qe British, Government required on the -sofatherg frontier, and the congitioun of the..
cumtry it was proposed to give in ~xchangs, . The Nagudras foliowed these engquiries
with questions regarding the country ou the frontier of British SomAliland - pagiel
with Jij Jigga and the Ogaden;; infarming me at e same tipe that Sir Jolin
Hurrington had offered a portion ‘of ;that gountry, which Menclik bad refused, when
vme guestion of exchange of territories hat been discussed. 1 repliedgthar’ I knew
wthing of the matter to which he refepret, and that 1 would prefer to illustrate my
aswers o their questions respeeling the pouthern fronticr with the aid of maps ¢ wl
canpasses. The Nagadras, thereupon, sked; if he might eall gpon e for this
pepose, and said that in the meantine: he would ascertain from the Government
xactly which country in somaliland*he hadimade reference, fo.
adras ealled here thiy morning, and with the map of tie soaibern frantier
od, which intormation Mr. Thesiger
other members of the Conuedl

]HIH'I'\' ©

The Nag
efore us 1 gave him the, information_he requirc
4 wore than one oceasion has given him, as woll as the

Ministers

lfe then spoke ahout the Britsh Somaliland fronticr, and hinted that his
Goaernment would be prepared to accept the tersitory affered ‘l;)“.Si\' John Harrigton
1 Menelik in exchange for the erritory we requircd ou 1he sonthe #e could not,
lowever, give me any more definite informntion, as he had faifed ta discover apong
i Goyernment archives any reference to the discussic  belween Sir Johaiand
Vienclik, and as there is nothing in this conneCtion awong the archives. of this
lerntion, I was unable to enlighten him.

| told the Nagadras that no question of such an cxchange as he now referred to
Lud ever been brought up before in connection with the rectification of the southern
frontier, and that as L felt convinced such a suggestion would not be favourably
the Abyssinian Government would he

nevived by my Government at this juncture, nt
wishied to make to the limits of the

well advised in restricting any proposals they
southern frontier.
I further threw cold watér on his project by suogesting that his Government
night find it difficult to convinee any but the inhabitants of the Harar distriet that
Abyssinia had received anything in exchauge for the coneeded territory on the soutly,
if such an exchange was accamplished. This impressed him, but befory leaving he
| he would make a further _search’ in the Government offices for docuinents
 tefigring. to the conyersution vetween Sit John and Menelik, and that he wounld again
the questiou -of tire: sauthern. m&i« before Lij Yosu and the Miusters, aud it
had any farther matter to, diset x&; o \le;*i me tlé uwind a.meeting of the

5 idi Gy » 3 J ‘

ond as:r,I feel that it woukl -
1 dmeut“ﬁvm{ well:beat#m ground * "
for She  majority, mcg@:k and
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For our own part we have sfated our demand which is final,and if the Governwmen;
.bave any proposal to make- they can do so through the persons of Lij Yasu and thy
Nagadras, who are, with the exception of Fitaurari Hapta GIOrgin,.thca,only membery
of the Council with any huthority. Ssich.-a. course - will, L think; -eonvince (i
£ "Gopernment that we have done with talking and ‘await their acquiescence to our

in British Somaliland will meet with your approval. I venture
- our acceptance of such a pro 0sal would be a great mistake for two reasons. In th
* Arst place we cannot afford to lose more prestige than we have already lost in
Somzljland, and'& concession of territory in that protectorate to Abyssini'a‘ would

This Document ig the Property of Hi i i g
( 5. the y of His Britaunic M; g :
ra— == b ajesty's ¢"V4‘"W’t8

" demands. . SRR e
1 trust that my action in discouraging any discussion of an e%ﬂ of territory ABYSSINIA,
to Xay that I think QT - -

give a very bhad impression throughout Somaliland. And secondly, in view of - the f"f537'

very definite attitude we have taken with the Abyssinian Government and the reasous
" therefore, I cannot think that it would be advisable at this time to sbift our ground,
and- thus give the Abyssinians a chance of saying that they had forced us from the
position we had taken up. . o
' The Government appear at the present moment to be more inclined to discuss the
southern frontier question, and 1 attribute this change of attitude partly to the good
offices of Dejazmatch Kassa. During the last three months I have seen much of this
chief, and have conversed with him on the sabject of the frontier. -~He hag been very
open in his expressions of dissatisfaction with the attitude of his Government in
. dealing with the question. About two months ago he told me that he would without
' fail or delay speak privately with Lij Yasu about the matter. 1 saw bim again soon|
after he had spoken to the Prince, when he told me shat he had been able to persuadel
Lij Yasu to look at the matter from a different point of view than that which he hag]
“hitherto adopted.  As & result of this interview Dejazmatch Kassa expressed his hopes
tHat the Government would soon come to me in a more amenable attitude.

1 have not felt justified, in view of Major Doughty-Wylie’s return, to press tha
southern frontier question further than I have done, and I have for the same reaso
reserved the argument of Menelik’s death for his use. Alt,hqugh the Emperord
death has not yet been officially announced, it is generally admitted and no longeg
denied by the suthorities, and I think that the argument can now be used in vug
negotiations with the Abyssinian Government. ) )

T am addressing copies of this despatch to Lord Kitchener, Sir Reginald Winzate

and Mr. Byatt.
' I have, &e.
J. o DUDD-\'__

Enclosure in No. 1.

Abyssinian Government to Mr. Dodds.

(Translation.)

1 HAVE recéiyed the letter that you have wrilten to me on the 28th Jauua
concerning Captain Aylmer. The reason of the delsy in sending a reply is that
afe, as you know, making enquiries into the mabter, and we lave been waiting ih
return of the men sent to see what information they bying.

The result of'gur investigstions, has not reached gs; now when they returu
will without' delaa_vd'ho&u jonidlado the matter.
PRt , (fioal and signatire of Nagadree Haili Giorxt>
Megabit the 018, VB yearof grags (Marsh 19, 1014). R
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T UHAVE received Mr. Dodds's ¢ sh No. 3 ¢
Je question of the mndlticabiggsif'iﬁgauh iy
poed by Mr. Dodds in regard to thels
lo the posai.hihly of aoesston of territory iy
1 wr?ulrl in this connection refer ln%A d
e which it will be seen that the Sec 2
pider it possible to consider-any such suggestion
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espateh No. 78 of tie 26th July 1910

for the Colonies does not

I am, &e.
E. GREY,
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