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fasten Offlon. bctolfer MtJi, 1914.touiiaii.
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' {^\

Slr:-

‘ ‘ 1 ain directed ty Secretary sir E. Grey to acknowledge

the receipt of your letter of the 20th Instant, 40321/

Secret, regarding Belglaii offensive operations in

Goman East Africa.

I anj to Inform you that Slr*E. Grey would be ,,

' prepared again, to urge/ tlje Belgian Government ^o 'wdori ’ ^
' / : ( ^ ‘ I

taje'e no ioffetieive Bovdn^t from the’(?ongo Ip vifw .af 'tli^
■ J

fact that His Majeff^y's foitaa, are not-y^ ;l’n
■ ’ ' '.:v'

, ,lio eupport, them ihisuch a movement. Such advice'ifoulil;' ;•
'J .

t ‘ '' ' ‘‘ hoiever, amoun't to a reijuest that the Belgian forces

abstain from what might appear to ttem an oppor- , 

tunity fpr a BucceeBr0,.'offehei’Ve and shoald--in

i' I;

^ 45V ■ > :

)
4

i

i

. ,
. -4' IV,

% absaidan a line of hctlon shlch^they arp- known, rl^tiy...... , .■■

or wrongly: io-W«W'as, i#6e^ fof^^
• I.'/ ■-fS

■'‘-

fe;.:' s ' Belgian territory.
/

'■■1It/

• »
f- i ..

>»• Under Secretary of State, 
colonial Office. . i
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•5. A v..^
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East mca.

fetWatBgio problem, and that teolatefi;actlo%'by;;t^d'^>^ 

• fielglra forcipB fWy eWsequehtly comprokiee

-' 'v
i.:

\ -■■

■;\

rW?:0m
Justice be considered by the Belgian'6oypiTJrtmt,: ae,.';

, . flf cwnpalgn:. These considerations, hkyev^^'

^■,'

;T.e^^ly applicable to any.mllltpnr a«kian'tptj«j|sa'^V
■/' ■ ' ■ ■ ' '

.(^yemroent and they mlgW,'jfalrt.y
h \l

' HIS Majesty’6
i

. ms UaJesty’B Sovemment should Inform thOT lyily ‘
■' , V :''.f.v '^ '■ ■ ■

without delay or-tbelr present .and.futuA .plan of. opera-"?
.-;; ' '■ \ '̂ «' ■ ’ ■' '•■ f

territory. With a>Yip«;,ti) :conce?t«d-v
■■ '■.' ■ ,. ■ ‘ •' ■'-

./. ii'" • a tsn5)OBary defensive .jind,for any |ven* ‘ j
' ■ " i,J^‘^fen4y<h^dl'tl<»i in/ whidh the"BelglLan' Governm

.,^' ■ : " ,• . ■' ■ '■; -v ,

might desire to co-operate. ,■

It Is, Indeed, true that the Belgian Govertment had ‘ 

previously adopted the attitude that, they desired to 

-■ maintain so far ae possible the neutrality of tije Congo 

Coior.y, but 1 an to obaerve that His Majeety's Government 

have only given a qualified assent to that attitude

»?

•.' I-

and )
that

V

•JaXl___
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OMTORP iiovmmi^ dpMre‘tio.Dyy;' W:^
4 ’ ,. '■ V , ' - ' " ■ , y'.^ ■ ' ',1 . , \ ■,';

,'. j^titU(l8,;df H^tralUty on

■t.*

■L
V

r

/ ‘
' T-

/;. 1

: , ln this parti culiar ^stance It dp]j>€arB aouttj^ wUetber.,;, 'j
:■"' .. .' ‘ ■ ’ ' . ■ /■ ’ -k'iylM'

'. pr86jfni< SelgiaB:. Pifenelva 1b not Ip'the nature aj ai?
-F.■-' V''^ ■'"' ’ r^ ' . .^i
-couniprifittfliolE, to i^e already delivered by the Oerman Vf <
■' M'--' ’ ^'' ' ■ ■'■

iroi'^'ag^nat;Belgian terrlibry In the
■.»■; '1

*e^iQn Kivuy., ;’> _ 

■ fliB'itaJetrty’e 6(bve^rat ;oannot therelpre-proB^fd on j
^ -t:

■• ih<|p^a8et^1^ipiw<^at BalglaB territory feii'^rlo«l6tSlite . vl

allied Gbv<?rtfceot«.
‘ '■ ' ^ '■■-:• "V \ ^ '.»

'.? •;' I tberefore, to enquire whether i/Ir. Secretary Vp

rr i:. >*i.

f 't
/ .

A, sr
r'V" -5!* t

/4 .!'‘vie*6'’wlth the Belgian Qoverzsnent ae to military policy'm '

Africa, a^d I am to suggest that the subject is one which
■ ■ ■ ■■ *“' ■ ...................................... -e- ■ ■ "■ ■'ml^t

's
■A
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Op9ratlo98'0ub.oora{dl?tee orHhtVcoSttl'^ee'Vf Da»ertai
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/i'/r. Ybuir mbfit' obedient.
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Octobar Mtti. 19W.
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Sir:-
; dlMCted by aecretary air Ei Grey to «wknowl#<i«e 

letter or the 20th Inetant, 40321/
I an

tti# receipt ol your 

secret, ragarding Belgian oKenslve operatlone In
a:’
■r*. ,'

i'

Oenaan Kaet Africa.

‘ 1 an to inform you that sir E. Grey would be.

the Belgian Government to under-prepared again to urge

offenelve movement from the Congo In view of tihe ,,

f

take no

fact that HlB MajeBty'e forces are 

to eupport then In such a movement.

toeeVir, iaount to a reiiSeet that the Belgian foi^ee ^

rt)etaM?;??:ita w^-rtlght appear to th^m

of action which they aro known, rlghUy

.y'
not yet In a poslti^

J\ V

such ifivica woul<^. / ■i;

I

abandon a line 

- or wron^y, to consider as 

Belgian teirrlt9ry.

1

necessary for the defence of

It.^
' ..

■ The under Beoretary of state.

■ J.

jL
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fi:
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that looiated action by theandBtrataelc pro»«.
the whole plan'coneequenUy coiapromleeBelgian forces oay

however, ml^it withThese cOfiBlderatloneof caopalgn-
■ ‘ ’

conelder^l by the Belgian Goverment as

action Intended by
■ea.

they mlebt fainy aek that > 

should inform them fully and ' 

and fdture ]^*n ot opera*

, with a view to coBCeriei
. '■

defensive and for anjT ev^

jttctlce bt >/!
to any militarye(juaUy Wlljcable t

Hie Maje^y'l (Jovenment and

Hie uaJeo^y»e Govenmaat 

without delay of their present

territorytlonS; against German 

arrangaaents for a tengwrary

'd .'■f'co-opera'-? •.
;t 4e, IndesdVtf'^' ^'^

pwtmuay «>t atut^e that they desired to) .

the neutlalSty of the Conao 

to Observe tbSt ms Majesty* e Covemm«t
SO far as pa»olW.e 

Colooy. but I am
w<

have only given a quaitXled assent to that attltuds and
uerti )

I



OsMui'^veranait dtvlri ^Ar ttay any rrtpact to each an

r, .■’ -i-* : >‘W

■ ; >
V

'r,''i"': ‘ Iw mm
1:V.

-• ■■ . f, .attltMde 0# neutr«Ltty on tlw part of the Congo, and Indoed 

In thla parU«ul|^«r IaJk^cc It appears douttXuI irtieUi<r
• »;

t

t^e preMnt polglBa bj^fonslve ts noi. In the nature ai a
\

--ioovdHervattaidK to oa» already delivered by the OerloaQ
‘ ■ •'■%

forcoa as^at Bo^lEtelM tamtory in, the regloB of Kiruf- 

'* iOia. Mafaai]r''d 6ovairtaMnt cannot therefore proceed on 

the aalw««loa that fie^Un tamtory In Jtfrl'ca la to he ’ 

re^rded.fa nedtr^, «ttid It T»ould fee difficult for thew to , ^

tender advice to fiMl:Bayjtian Qovenaaaot in t^e tottbr now >

• :-r
[i

v-«
under dfaouaslan axcapt on the Of h full an^.frai« - ;

. I ■■ , -fV ’

exchange of vieve'b^^ the ailded <>yeivb^tBj ' ^

1 sn. tharefore. to anouira ahothar tir./ttecratary

\
■: f‘ .■ *•}'.

liarcoui^ would be willing to enter upon such an exchange of ■ t-.;.■t\
vlewe with tne Belgian Govertaaent as to military policy In"

Africa, and 1 am to eu^est that the subject le one wihLoh
ml gilt
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^phrase, '
foi^>erm. ae Coi^^ to ths - / ■: ':MU>

(Sent 4.49 p.a.27th October 1914).

If-

|Pe;"C
V' •

October 27th.

Your talegrsui 18th October No.172, please

inform mo‘i&ether ti» Belgians ai‘e still at Ooi* or
• i

. ■,?wheUi^ they have retired. '
''tv,. ' ( '
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