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% In any further commanication
<. on the suhject. please quot

¥ 61632/14.
and addross—
The Unflor-Soccutaey of stade,
Ecseign Offico,

Loudon.

8ir:- ) Y
Iem d'!:raclbe‘d by Seéretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledglJ
the receipt of your letter of the 20th instant, 40321/
gecret, regarding Belgian offensive operations in

German East Africa.

I am to inform you that Sir¥E. Grey would be |

¢

‘ i i« )
prepared again to urge; the Belgian Government %o ‘under‘- !

o/

teke no orrenaive mve'mm from the congo 1n viw o,f mq

]
7

 fact that His Majest,y 5 Iorcqs are not yét }m ‘a’ ms;ta.on

T TR 5

[ . to ‘support, them 1n-.sucn a novement. Such advice would,
4 4 . ' d . :

¢
t

“ however, amount to a request that the Belglan forces

2 Y [ 1 ¢
+' slourd ebstain from what migh’o appear to them an oppor- |

Belgian territory.

It

Ye Under Sesretary of State, i ;
" .Colenisl Office. .
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His Ma:)eaty 8 Govemmen* shoulc 1nIorm them rully angi

L

without delay of‘thelir present e.mi fu‘oura plan ot opera-'

tj,ons against Germqn terrnory, with g view. ! conce:‘tad-'

arra.nganents for a temppx:ary dereneive 04, for eny evem e
i APRY
ual ’dramﬂ;ve éﬁuaﬂibibm m whuh the Belgian Govemmem

¢

might deaire to co~operatu

It is, indeed, true that the Belglen Government had
previously adepted the attitude that, they desired to

“~ maintain go far as poseible the neutrality of the Congo

Colony, but I am ta observe that His Majeety's Government

have only given a qualified assoat WG what attitude and

; that



. ; &
‘attituda of neu'oranty on the, pqrt of tho ceng ; md &ndead A

s

: !m this particmar instance 1t appears doum.m whether

,-ﬁhh presgnt Belgian offensive is not in: ‘the né’oure 61

o

-

counter-a‘bﬁwk to ene alresdy delivered by the Germen
toi‘oes ngamst Bolsian *territory in the region q,f Kivu
m8 Majesty'e dov«rmnent mmnot therefore prosgcd on

R 3
th¢ aaeumpﬁion ‘bhat Balgl&n torrnory 1,u Axrica 18°%4'b

4 .,

I m.; Tohererore to enquire whother Nr. Secretary ¢ P

A g willi g to en‘oer upon sdch an e txa.nge or

‘-,'-viewa" \rtth the Belgian Government ag to military policy m

\{

Africa, and I am to suggest that Tihe subJectiig_gne‘wpich
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61638/24 k  PORKIGN OPFICE,
october 24th, 1914.
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Siri-

1 am directed by decretary Sir E. Grey to ‘&hknowlofise
the receipt of your letter of the 2Uth instant, 4u32l/ .
gsecret, regarding Belglan offensive operations in

German East Africa.

) I am to inform you that Sir E. Grey would Dbe,.
prepnred again to urge the Belglan Government to under- '
take no offensive movement from the Congo in view of tbe
fact that His Majasty's forces are not yet in a poaiblgq

{0 support them in such a movement. Such advice would, .,

nowm- amount to & request that the Belgian :nri;g‘s’

tunny for 8 auccoum oft“vq mmn in M
abandon & line of action which they are known, rightly
Qor.wrongly, to consider as necessary for the defence of

Balglan territory.

The Under Soc;miy of State,
Colonial Office.



strategic provlew, and that 1solated action by the
Belglan forces may consequently compromise the whole plan:
of campalgn. Theee coneiderations however, might with

justice be considered by the Belgian Government .a8

>

equally npplisable to any military action intended by y

Hie muony 8 Govarnmant and mey i ght tuny ask that °’
His Majesbty's Government should inform them fully and
without delay of their present and fature pian of opefe- »
tions against German territary, with a view to com:ertod
arrangements for & Lemporary defensive and for any: ev,lf

tual or:mivo‘oxveciuqq ,Ln lny:h the Belgian W"'w
H’A” .
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1 Md& &u&xe ‘90 co-operst.e ; Gy ,}, ‘

u ,;c, mdud. e t.mn. um Belgian mv.mmt md

‘

pnvmﬂly adopted the atut.ude M mny duired to

maintain 8o taf a8 poseible the neut.mhy of the Congo

Colony, but I am to obesrve that iis Majesty's Governaent

have omly given & quaified assent Lo that attitude and
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Carman’ povom;nt dniro t.; ‘w;y”any rnpect to such an
uttimde of neutrmtx m thg pm of the Congo, and indeed
in mn‘patt.ieu{g lihﬁ:;xmce 1t sppears doubtful whetlgr i
the prehﬁt Bnlgiim‘ 'ort;'xsive 1s not in the natufe of a
coutber-attack to one a}ready delivered by the Gerhan
- forcew tga.mn. qug:.nn tomt.ory in the region of Kivu™™

g mm mjanﬁy'a Gc\nrmunt cumot. tmrcrore proceed on.
the alhwncn um. Bclgl,an %ommry in A!riu is to bc
wrdec&,’gs nm;m, and 1t wowld'be Gifficult for themto

. teuder ‘agvice to ' Ba¥tlan Governnsnt 1n ths RALLET now

under dfscussion axcm on v.m mis ax a n.n und, Iram: '

, excmn;e of views mb*aﬁ f.he a.imod Qovo‘rmem.a, h "3{, .
I am, therefora, to mquirc ihother ur./ becrdhry » gy
darcourt would be willing Lo enter upon. such an exchange of t

views with the Belgian Govermment as to military policy imn~

Africa, and I am to suggest that the subject is one which . ' ot
might
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 mignt now usefully be-condldsred afresh by ths Offonaive
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Mr.

Nir G Fiddes
Sir H Just, o A/MWL
Nir . Andersmx./
Lord Bwwwstte Islington.

Mr. Harcourt.
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By o g,

554 .

% phraae,
felsgram. The . Smrats.w of sme mut.hg colonies te t},w

(Sen£ 4, 45 P m.27t.h October 1914).

Ocpober 27th.
Your telegrem 18th October No.172, please

inform me' whether the Belgiens are still at Gome or
whe thar they have retired. - l
i ¢

HARCOUR, .




