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Sir, Adis Ababa, February !0 1911

, 1 HAVE the honour to forward buewuh my general report on Alpuuuh for the
" yeag 2910

I have, &e.
W[LFRBD G. THESIGER.
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Eaclosure.

drnual Repor! v Abyssinia for the year 1910.

; Political Suuation.
BINCE his‘last illoess, in November 1909, ‘the Emperor Menelek Las been
mmmw from all work ; dt}mugh to some extent conscious of what zoed on
-wund him, and capable of recognis orsons knowa to him, his last stroke deprived
l-\mdnﬂpom of speech ndulmost ug He bas thus been unable to take
suy ghare in the Government of countfy whioh’ passed into the. hands of Ras

Tessamg, as Bggent for Lij Yasu, of the Coungil of Ministers. Two influences
'“\‘ at. work wiieh deprived the Government of a large portion of their
of setion; y4he power of the Empress behind the throue and the W
”-l hpbdr noover and demand an account of their actions. Wik

ht, and knowing the influenco which the Eoipress w
<iyrcised over G{f ! of r husband, the Bcgcﬂt allowed hev to'take into her:
“dbands the dftection of the Govermment. Nothing was ! it het consents
s sppointments. to the variohs governorships were. filled b , under the Empomﬁ-
soal, often without the mere ormality of consalting thn lunsuu Clever and
smbitious'to the lastde, and with sl the power, whigh her hold over the adminis: o
fration and finances of the ewuntry placed within ber grasp, the 'Finpross soon ¥
"vm ‘ nung party of her owh with thie intention of securing for hgeself
ﬂ'!’ altimate revession of the kingdom for her own family, //The *
"“"ﬁd wu- sh existed betweey Ras Tessama and Ras Walde Giorgis, thi o °
prost paswerful chiefs of party, to a large extent disconcertod the ¢
favoured t! u's polioy, as it was unkmown whether Nrm”t«l
to Adis A arose from & disinclinatién to place ki "&Nn
npress or an intention, when a fistihg occasiop .hou)d
gmm Ras w-as Regent. This peripd of unc
ltnp‘ﬁn huld“t?n lhegw pehv giving
T

b .y it suy e powcx over m\‘\_rhd

,dor wero in the hands of W
ied to her cousin ; and Dejar Balza, as utili
the richest du!.icu of Abyssinia to supply bor with arms
Bmp‘w died at this juncture it is very possible that the
ve made « Stsoke for power, and have endegvoured to supplant Lij
B

ty s tilised
otlsér, Ras
governars °
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bér nephew, Ras Gukea, the son of Res W
ved, howewer, open action of this kind

ith which thé Emperor
l‘3|vrmﬂd have itats

smeng.

'-41»11” Lished
and for the maintrnance a

fifh ity of his ‘own.
m and jmmedfate action was determin
_:iefs\vent to the Abuna and- acepsdd °!
mperor by allowing the Egpros ey
personally to use for the.
from po*itiu and a res

et Maret, the
having broken
hich had been

“ ck-ly that .he has not the courage of h
"thedast person with whem he Lus conv
has come to one day isdigble to be rove

b
el pes :
» ] dhe , finding themselves isolated and outopumbered at ev the excueetbat be is omly Regen: and theiafore chbysds bt = w of
Mlmdw‘unmﬁitionnlh to thre térms imposed by fhe th:i council of Ministers, or without ferling sute whal be o L P"z
These gwre that the Ermpress: herself should withdrawsfrom uﬁic. life, that ordered would be spproved by the By peror Mewede Y Beimers still in - cvonipn o,
the appoiguents she lnd made should be cancelled, and that ihe trogps whigh ghe had his former mental vigow . : )
cnllected 4o the capital shotild be sent to their own districts. This was.at once done, The inevitable result has been s sll Wit bumcom e fly cope v o
- s the Govéraient, usingtheir victory with moderation,were soon imia position to standstill, ps bo individgal. Minister will gvef’ aoceps e L [ avieg »
M. rlenss ab such of her relations‘and chiefs who Lad been arrested or confined to their defivite decision in the ‘sifairs of bis owo demctootnl withdul pmbetrin, © Enathor
boises &8 & pracatitionssy fueasure. to the” t who, in his turn, invanably trusfes he buftes w Sl o
Although this J’E‘hl bad been peacefully effected in the capital the situation of the cou each member of which 1:ws il well thet, should b v aw
o~ i T morth # source of cousiderable anxiety. Messengers were at once any change iA the existing order of thines 1o s oertainlpty weed s uu
ditpaichod Lo sl Moportant centres toinform the various governors'¢f what had him by je Riesr Would-be boiders of his offne a0 gl 88 4 adviscr v teady
. % Srured, and o' sammon them to notify their adherence to the new (Government. the couneil i§ dheless, andhit may be fairly sl that slnes the B poror s S
. b munder of one of these messengens, Dejaz Testama by name, by the of of Ras illness there has 20 Governmest. Another warsed foalute of the prowcs! reiime
’ r&:ﬁphrv 1o the Quesn snd Governor of Begemydir, showed fhat thiis anxiety is its corription. ~Here, again, Rés Testrma . arge’y 1o Bame A0 aogems wow
%:- less, and that any imprudence might bting 0 revolt in the north exceptional: ever-for Abyminis, be bae seed Bis o toon Lo s w wh
hip of Ras ,erw&o 1 r to Ras Guksa, money, s e, and no case bag®ny chance of Llog bo B Lo galee el
onme t was nary presents, in the shape of money 1vory, or wiles, B e R " L
, ine (mct Wolye to the wealth of the party inl yAlthoggh the @ -« - proscnie b .4-3‘
and Yo the Menelek, bwU in Abyssinis oulf of Jete pewss tha' bw poaelioe e opeety
and sis) that Vit re . ' { who'tras ass #he chamsoter of direct bobery, aad in U svageon Ban T vesadily
kgow ado suffer frgen cal fits of . illpess which much rese ) has beooe proverbjal among all classes & £ o AR
T e ey t, , appointed Kas Walde Giorgis; Gov Pigre and Witk such. yample it is not astersbing Sad off w 7,
et akhie ol i x him {0 froceed at ol to D Tabor with a exeeption ofw apta Grorgh, ar nokonly epes L | Y -
sroug force Y ions it ute between the two Basses, and &% the expect them a8 & right,/and look upon thelr el pa.isce oaely a4 e ol
the offiogts mominated by the Governmept see their.own pecunigry advantages It must be ressconbuored thad b= Abgpecsin
v | e & fn%!he"ﬂ 8. Mi; s recéive no salaries, god i ey pemess bo dodrcts of el o s Do
{ 2 and other canties, Ras Wmimgis only arrived at und nd géins are their uﬁCDm ! uaprotiag Uher jstions (8 B goesiry wbon
Y, g 4 e months as Wolye pefused to meet Dejaz Luw favours have to l»‘ﬂn-huuq bdth gttt brihes a0 x e bl Cooud and
' tés betsg@en him and Ras Mikael. In the end, accepted in priva ses, Lhely B0 boucd fo resct o Whe pooilca) sl -
tovermment delegates was rewarded, and Ras stepoment |l the prespil when so goe cor oy ol « Low s 11 e m .

g ofterciod, ve b Baperorty scuth

Lol Ministers waler & Togvec: piw prosded B Bhe
et § cxopee (o !
Y S [y foe
L

y fall, w it
vernment with &
whose hands’

Adis’ Ababa, where he arrived in November,
is" eomple; and in a short time all had

p f e ership of his sen Deja
pmined. . I[f e obeys the orders of the

or wowi okl e

i
enrichimg themselves
whetherghuropean op

Ahpd cmsiorats  dwplmiats

immediate tzouble in;gige north gy be
ivig t unlik:l;’a his eXAmple ) these o
T v b g vern Lo passrer chuses, Sl Yhet
l:‘q-ve;ymrm ands the oloss 1 munde to induee the Bl

i . umite in p '

gould to foree. ¥ "W 9 been allowgd to Ml Tt was ' Was! inlepuiie of Wl y

liave taken from the Ei her hope of » wepe coneerned in L™ waic of pliain 68 .
3 gye ad she ],M:rwo;: will woe B2 n o ves, in agpeeding indied the would ¥
' nvent rest of her life. reformers to sbandon &

The is ueaxols\onm, must be ‘a8 the sole instanc® The close of 1910 thes e Goversemest eteblishod = Ak o r—

of remaining in power for samme 0 come M K Soweser, gomarally - ey
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ex perience has proved to be s advantageous Lo themeelves persomally, and.ﬁy the

éath of tthEm‘pero; whale transaction, insisting that the whole ale of rifles into the hands of the
y pC uu"’rlm'-. and proof to the comtmary i unobla Agmin, ther en ilse
poigtito the lses which cxit L prevent traders estahblishe | from wling

Ay, and il is true that U (he presest womeot 0B extrewoy JiMeult for aay
casatborised peresa to buy Beeerms, dthey sng'v @ i ginall qiaghtis, but at the
it fime f any merphant s rem Lo conhath ow A‘.Aln.glr 4848 the uoralive trade

in
wer either for Hix
nate position’

the evasion of all ¢ gd¥ qupming w & cnde it aly o ¢ . "
1 1T 2uh 3 . b oonly o guostion of ¢ Lash and L
d ﬁhd‘?'m dtarn cvery Bucility b *‘ em-ol & P ns 5 MV o _gan
£ i fatm oﬁ' ! ".u.::l Kare .v:a-z e b po rinore o Lie KTl 5 S“‘
: B Ba e tatie mber o1 il |
Spment in which A bysinia ) s ey :Aodcpgren | qurgigt:guiuputis-  § Teteas Ui melighe
ri-of, the present com v N i it B g i ! g mn poptlation -
s e, et o e e gt o, | © S Dy e e e gt s e
i3 i ¥ hoped't : g e i ud Ras Absts Unices musl e+ of A 3 N, sy B e i 0
Bitw, | Seged, Fitaurari Giorgis, Ras Walde Guorgss, = Tosas N ok, there i Sl et et ugh
' will, when the time comes, insist, e u‘w " g or by replacing H"‘A'h:‘. A P N : .: rod - B ij wibg e g (now
on the restoration of a central authority with d powers and responstbill i L o A we A tie Lo erame e
Sy « i s St N s cwa 8 od Terce the
oves lic) & 4 2d® iy oae boy) . S o
: Internal Affarrs e ot oo Mweo Ly s T fen - ) ‘lm
<% > : & g v La oug Uowe Lrudew pos B o 1 00 g Leme s rolbe ) :
As regards the/purely internal affairs of Abyssinia during the st yc=? the fi3mr & s Vi i = » e
been, Wﬂrgtﬂhe exception of the alrcady mentioned inewdent but ligthe W sot - J -"';;"; - Lol abadd . Ang i o=
The Somalis and Horap ou the east and south have bean quiet, and mm:m the i - Bincagr oo Sk »: g, (9 2l h BT amd U sareme
" have been,various reports of rising on a small scale among Ghaalaias 04 \2niine L 2 N e ™ W Gfmal e IR » o allaly
- L from the ~atredwion -y ponw cntorvisg s do we 5 U optivlng dmtrvcis v g e
o algmond auactls ap ey phtbwgand (e latier bnowing tiad ib s o or=rey

‘ in theglistrictrwest of the Omo River, 8s far as can be .
ﬂm;?s-whlch reach the capital, m'éeu;mt‘ighuue ok place there was “of small
importancg, and arose out of questions o tribute. ) )
" The genpral disposition of these sibject races towards the Abysunian ""‘"‘R"
is, from tho poiut of view of the latter, unsatistactory, aad very
Abyssinians look upon them merely as 8 source of revenue, sull alfhough a4 a grmend
rule the taxation they im npon them is not tho oppressiTe, whe o l:‘:“ﬂ
cabse arises they take from thin without payment whatever they Say wast -l

wy e gut shart ot sy dmetinl kY ey of recull (ree Adis L bata sre i glea
«{ e moni o el offpemtundtin 1o mphs mertey sd me guo resuiny b u
. Sabhe fores of e B vl - g f Pt f them wore ;.ul
[~ e '

w i Tha e o Froramen) and the corrgptoa of

the ‘wﬁ ety el Tonders he M o nag s §“: .

-y e dhe (teresmes) o mmy howssd nfles by wmeme: o fpibes
: 3 L ini . ) e etan o easy mfles fy 1t o § Lis ot

of.cattle, horses, mules, and tuffs This injustioe rescls ity i 3 v hemptcsven, b0 Mo o with

ways, as it prevents these lrh’ , which are the m*m‘dm-‘ . Ui e Bons s i m'tﬂ erVia %‘.:"‘;H lres We prsaci @

Abys«inia possesses, from taKing any interest r s y wee of Ouvors @eal

herds whicly under better circumstences, and if exportation had been  anocesage: % r b wmanh fevcnmpble ceadine o ast cventbually

. would provide a fertile source of revenue for the Governmest, & oo waple o [ _“"""h-ﬂ:- - .’hb ‘ilt o sl other

g o - UYidence of wealth Terely serves to swakien the rapscity of the w‘ f:" o | ke o ol

AT gutherity | snd it also creates iu the gentre of the kingdom » “ad ‘“‘"’ A Ve ddiary Vory Thecanec iuge o Saben in

~ '@ conquered population, who arw slieas to and also outmumber the lﬁr e WA g weeme oboots wiieh thare s 0o ane

@ anr Galls
8uch a population caw ouly be kept down by s siromg ba a;:w{« p - bt s e j

e Sut b the emdeactons  The work bas

es of a cel tes wouble i

n peruentage uf‘:n‘ rr\k’ ! - The trader in gl sy ‘ e mpde i Uw phacs and Lhue labous
would then naturally carry these @fles ta ! el % | g , wiwew ) wis Enally docsded L arny
ﬁ»mhn mguhﬂhm would pre ' Gude 1o the u " of wmt ingy e donert  sgain e
aod Gallas, the ty ni»ﬂar' local saod th : d‘& e - ').“L ‘:‘“‘m . u;o o sk news 8y
a dozen rosds hich these arus 3 Uheir ] which prachun! d mis bave s yet
purchusers at I'nb!m\ddl times u-urfn“T . i= : Yoty o ‘*"u » o e Bogesn ) are of Lgy Dewa
undvailing, as fhe suthorities degling allogetber %o shandon & pmglios e l‘."}“’“ wilaguen w5 bare S o works g Wagn imoue

L4 C

'

one of the main objects of the Goverament 10 preveat the ( - ’
. r .snd Shankalas possessing fire-Aros. The laxity, Bowover, of Ube-prossst " Be A Vg, Sy e parade of
A¥ o in&i:mpwniuuly toq evident, and their h,u-hym::- e Vbucp yotchgee § Y. ¢, .°
futrire danger to tt. mselves and of considers annoyanc to Ueir W 2 » POy
: LY k. 4 T Budipny. ’ }
'd" Arms Traffic. - A ros wod g d I &.: g ihapertsyt s he
- = L/ There is no doub¥ the restrctions impesed upon 4 J p— and 1 3 . et )
gd 1 Jibutim’ahmnyyuml-.-”b—QM: ‘ : Byt m fan o penpibie Ez
S P | $¢ upon 'LnAb}wnu.udb“l.ﬂlh“h s . bt taened < o
AOSaS¥ cal 6 the sale of rifes 68 troo Sheb o yille e ; R A : wreiged idbisting (el e wmace o
"\' : from the Ethiopias ori iy AMSE thc) wee : Parts, The - A¥aaliinnd ooy & Semi on e bws | w b
! perument, but onoe thal ff . -t‘-:“'z‘m---.‘ i ¢
mear¥gf bt O nl e " 4 4 o9 ponchmd + Scadlack acd amy ro
’ e Mencioky 4oy h Lavcr o Lne ponr, hawever. etk wae :._,.u.:. .j‘; e :_,‘.._
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