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inform Your Bordfaip that T addresséd the Acting

governor of Ugmﬁ-i on the matter and suggested that
1t might be edvisable to prohibit the transit
through Uganda of -all tusks weighing lees than 30
1ba., as I considered it desirable that such ivory
should be stopped on the Congo and German frontiers,
in order to prevent confiscation in thil'?rotm-
orate after it had passed through Ugé\gu:

2. The Acting Cuvernor, hoievor. 18 of opinion
that 1t would be impossible to prohidit either the
transit through, or importation into Uganda of
to the st’mdgﬂl required for
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Uganda wap‘uﬁmtiflably ut.unsg up a -tandu,-d for
udjo'tfﬁ"hg mam. wnigh, u{i.ht"@r T m or i

Ugmdn, and that such rtgrountntlonn vou}é quon,
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ly poasea‘aod_.

4. The questio of ralsing the welght from
11 1be. to 30 lbe. appears to have been carsfully
ooneldered here, many sportsmen and al’ the senior
officials having been consulted andi agreeins that
1+ was the only effective means of pressrving
female and immature bull elephants. This suggestion
was supported 'n 2 Memorandum submitted to Your
Lordship's éredecesaor by the Honorary Secretary
of the Soclety for the Prasqi'Vation of '11:1. Fauna

of thej;Bmpire in despatch No.455 of August 2nd
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sefréct of the Gano ordiratics.

- To!mrdo t‘.he end of 1”02 *hese traders, but more
psrtioularly the Indian Werchants at Mombasa,
allegvad that there were large quantities of female
and emall ivory in the possession of natives, and
ofi the representation of the Chief of Customs a
Notice was published in the Official Gazette autho-
rizing the purchase of female and emall ivory by
Govemoﬁféf‘f“i‘é‘;ra at 50% of 1te value up to the

#nd of .mno 1903. 'I‘he 'hux'icd ivory was therefore

dxg up aml brought. 1n, lhd. o doubt. the natives




7. ‘AWMt two years ago 1t was POTHEEA out by
8 of

the Proviméial Commidsleness that there was a con
siderable quantity of ivery in the possession of
natives, and 1na'fructionn 'nro accordingly issued
to buy 1t up direct £rom thm at 50% of itz{v;lue.
The value, however, could not be aaoertainﬁ until
the ivory waes sent tn lombaéa and sold by the
Chief of Customs, and, as ivory salo'(c only tgke
place =t intervals ascording to the staté of the
American and European markota, thq natives were
discoumod by betng kept waiting for their money
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8.‘ I‘sla dleg“ by those intefeated ih "'\0

With regard to the former, amurcling 18 bound
to take place ro long A8 Germany, Italy and ths
Congo Steote remain apathetic ragarding the export
of tusks of 11 lbe. weight, which mue’ have obvious
1y involved the slaughter of famale or immature
male elephants.

At preeent the principal outlets from this

country are intc Abyeeinia, Ttalian territory and

Uganda. The amount of ivory that finde its way

through Gemman territory cannot be very great, as

most of 1t cepmes from the northern half of the

Pmtacwra o md 1 am info;-mod that | the export from
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The onlr other outlet is thpough Ugeada. " The

reporta of n1 *msh&e&'oﬂ'i‘:hru at Barinto and !
((0; 7 atﬁw conéluei vel y ’&mt'a.ll the ivory obt.g.‘l'aat_"r"

South and lu!. of the Turkwell Rive* is bought up

9. Tt is hon elear to me under which clause of
the Uganda Game rdinance these traders are par-
mitted to carry on their operations, as all the
ivory they collect would appear to be obtaimned in
contravention of that Ordinance, and T submit that
it 1s difficult to Jjustify, on the grounde of
Revenue, the encouragément of the wholesale slaughter
of elephants by unscrupulous aliens in & portion of
the Protectorate even though it be unadministered.

10. As regards the ‘a.llegation that our present

practice -of buying up ivory from the natives is

1v%ry. md canny 4
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régards the minimtm weight of S0 1bs., would lead to

the encouragem-1t of nativee by traders '~ kill
indiscriminately. Female tuske and all under 70 lbs
would be collected and buried as formerly, until a
favourable opportunity ocourred fnr smugeline acrose
the frontiers.

If we adopted a sugrestion recently put before
me that we should impose a royalty of Re.3.50 on
reme.le tusks. and those under BO 1b9., ) and of Re.l /-
on e11 tusks above that weight it wou.ld practically
give Indiens, Arabe, Bﬂqgh&ey“g&mﬁia and Swlhilis
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ttuﬁex‘s mig,ht bb 1it'ensed, and pay a substant 1al fep.
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ny £180, end also eposit a mnntdopmp atm, Hirt

thls too would lea.d to abuses and would mwl
om"ourm %Q‘killlnf’, of eliphuhzb by natives.
It therefore appears difﬁcult if not qni.ﬁs? 1m-

pos#ible to devise a means for allowing the trade in.
. & R , PR T g

Bast Aféiea and T iaﬁ Bemaliland there are very
few elephants ranalhimg, and 1t 18 possidble that the
German and Italian Goverrments might bs induced to
adopt more stringent means to preserve tha faw that
are left. Before, however, reprersntatlonas are made.
1t would appear desirable that we should onursslves

adopt a1 consirtent policy regarding the protection

of slephants in Uganda and thie Protectorate.
Tt ie pomsib’ e that Your Lordship might be
dieposed to obtain the opinion of the Zociety for

the Protection of the Wild PFauna of the Empire on

this gquestion.
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