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V Sir,

I have laid before the Lords Comuissioners of His
Msipa?_t.:"u Treasiry Mr. Antrobus' lettsr of the 1%tk uciime
(10"7'2-4/190‘3)relat1ve to the need for a stgamehip service te
replace the East Africa Protectoratee St.ruamath *Juba® which
has beer. condemned 4s 'nseaworthy.

In reply, 1 am to regquest ;ou to remind the Earl

of Crews tnat in the Foreign Office letter of uhe lyth
December 1904 ("B*) Their Lordships were informed that' if
the repairs then apulied for were carrisy oat, the “Juba®
would not require unything of irpertance Lo he done Lo her
for the next ten years. On the stremngth of this assurance
My Lords agresed by Treasury Letier i 2nd February 130!
(1768/05) to the repairs being put in hand, at wn estiuated
coet of £4400, which wue ultimstel; inc nused o L0160.
{t 18 accordingly witi regret that They now learn of cthe
decision of the Secretary of State %o sell tne vessel as
ungsawcrthy ., They would be glal to be inforned whal are
the cirmumstangss through which the estimate of 1404 hae
proved 80 inaccurats, and whetner any uteps have Deen or
are being taken to determine the responsibility for this
serious wiscaleulation,

In the meantimé My Lords are willing to consider

 what
The Under Secretary of State,
Colonial Office.

i %,




What mesns, can be adopted to meet the requirements of the
Briti';}‘xl East Africa Protectorate in respect of a steamship
. urviﬁ, . - ]
R S f.ha ught of ‘past, exparienqa 'l'hny are im!lispoied ‘
y ta,entoftzun tha quelt!:on ot‘ “the puroha.ha or conntxw}tmﬂ

of a veml t.o roplup the Juha M s‘ha.re the hope, ‘;
moreover, of Their predecessors chat the growth of ‘phe’ - ‘ '
Protectorate's trade will at no vary distant date suffice to ,
attract the neéessary shipping without any meed for State
agsistance.

In these ci -cumstances it appears to Their |
Lordehips that, 4s 1s proposed by Lord Crewe, a temporary
arrangement should be made, if possible, with some shipping
firm or firms for carryins on :.n'a service performed by the
*Juba®, and They eccordingly wgrov to the invitation of the
necagsury tenders by the Crown Agents for the Coloniss. ‘
As regards the term, Tha; would prefar a yearly agrsement,
and think that in any case thse period should not excesd |
four ysears.

My Lorde understand that tne duties of tne “Juba"
consieted principaliy in the carriage of mails and
Governnment storvs and passengers and 1n affording the
necessary means of éom‘miuatiton between the varicus towns
upon the ceast; and They consider thab the new service ‘
should be prinm‘iiy adapted to meeting these administrative:
rgquirements, and that the tenders should therefore provide
for the use of o vespal of the size, speed, and carrying
capagity of the "Juba' or a little larger.
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They gather, however, that the coastal trade has ™ e

also hinnertu,ﬂepmh&?laigcly, in the absence of a regular
Comhrclﬂ service; upon the visits of the Government
. guoh, and if, on thie gound the Secret.n.ry of State
should ‘think it desirabla, %o isgue alternative tendsrs almo,
provxdmg for a4 vesmel of ra.ther heavier type than that
dnﬂnod above, My Lords will offer no obJect.lon to this
couru, on the clear understanding that if the tenders
received shew a serions disorspancy in cost between thc
provision of tae lighter and the heavier vessel Their
Lordsehipse will not be prepared 4o sanction the u!dltmna.l
expenditure involved by ‘he latter,

I an to add that My Lords will be glad to be
informed in due course how it 18 progwsed o dispuse of the

staff of the "Juba".

I anm,
Sir,

Your cbedient Servant,
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