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Commissioner's

Nairobl, ]C },f‘
May 9th moeh_.
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Dsar Mr. Read, i ;\) !
Paragraph 7 of your despatch Ko.173 I am (n aocord
with everything Mr. Smith says about Agriculture and its

sepocts in this Protectorate in hie note to you, copy of

v n you sent me.
nope an expert will be sent out to report on these
lone ae early as posaible. If there is any difficulty,

w about asking Colonel Owen Thomas, who ie now in the Proteot-
~orate and is an expert on Stock and Agricultural matters in
South Africa, to take up the whole matter of our Agricultural
Department and report his suggestions Y He ie engaged in looking
round the country on behalf of private financiers,-but would

probably do what suggest for a fee, and his opinidh would be a
valuable one,

As soon as I could find time after my appointment Here, I
epent a fortnight in the Kikuyu and Dagorett! districts among
the white settlers, making myself acquainted with them and no"in‘
vhat each one was doing, how long he had been on his farm, and
getting all the information I could aes to work, results, and
prospects in each case. In all [ viasited 38 farms, and interview-
-6d 65 settlers. Later on I visited Delamere's and Hindlip's
éstates and other holdings in the Naivasha Province, and a tor?-r

*night ago I returned from & tour to the northern ports, gett
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or as Kismayu, and getting up -the ﬁvgr- uﬂ oruek-':m
_b "
Jand and condittoms for' .a-aouxhde on all these

sacompanied By cogénol Oweri‘Thomas, and I was thus on&ul
iz B great donl .bout uu, sfogk, and agricult.uﬂ
stionally favourable circumstances. I lm deferred *t Ly

ially on thess tours becsuse Thomas has p'c.iud to f&ﬂr
{th some notu -mon will be far mord valuable than any
ree of 1<no, t.hua I w411 send you when received. I really

would worth our while to pay a fee and got him to take
re-organisation of our Aérl cultural Department. I have of

not 1>muﬁd the subject to him. He will be baock here in
-‘ prenight; and I should be glad if you would wire to me yﬂ.ﬂ'*‘"
». He is now im Uganda looking Inte proepecta for devel p-

"

3 ¢ {n that Protéctorate. S

. .‘q,-‘i
Briefly the results of the tour amongst the ‘u.o .QG%

liruyu and Dagoretti were not very favoursble. tt is ﬂ%
silk of the White Settlers are loocated’ on EWI. I was
ably surprised with the dlass of families I met; quito

eront from the Nairobl Politicians. There were no complaints
net the Govermment, and all were pleased to see -I and see an
prest taken in their welfare. But the oougt.ion. for agricul-
® are not hopeful, and wunless something om be done to help:
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fettlers, such as a syetem.of cold storage, Wwhich would mv
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to dlspose of dairy proguce and pigs to a oml muq
that meny of them will not be able to uunﬂ ”
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colomek Thomas' returs T sm gojrg to discuge sugh ‘a “scheas.
I an torday to réceive a deputation’from Wuu-
regard to the Leng go;u:pmnt; briefly they wish the
tcultural comditiems on the Homesteads done away with go f.hu
say xoop Miosky i-nnm.nm- fater)” T the wemn-
le 1 'ould M" that whis d{#posttion on the part of the.
tlers, *o 46 not find the land and prospects for A;rioulturo
they antlolpnt.‘d. fe in accord with the observations made

i during our tour,

Yours very Sinceraly,
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