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Summary 
Waterbird counts were carried out in 48 sites across Kenya during the months of January 
and February 2018. A total of 294,950 individuals of 126 waterbird species were recorded. 
Lake Bogoria had the highest number with 165,852 individuals of 34 waterbird species 
followed by Lake Nakuru with 23,144 individuals of 73 species and Tana River Delta with 
16,143 individuals of 69 species. The highest number of waterbird species was recorded 
at Lake Nakuru with 73 species, followed by Lake Ol’Bolossat with 72 species and Lake 
Naivasha with 71 species. The most abundant species was Lesser Flamingo 
Phoeniconaias minor with 163,164 individuals followed by Greater Flamingo 
Phoenicopterus ruber with 14,155 and Little Stint Calidris minuta with 11,401. 

 

Overview 
This is the twenty-ninth year (1990 to 2018) 
of coordinated waterbird counts running 
under the waterbird monitoring program in 
Kenya. These counts are coordinated by the 
National Museums of Kenya in collaboration 
with the Kenya Wildlife Service and Nature 
Kenya (EANHS). Like last year, water levels 
remained high in many sites especially in the 
Rift Valley lakes. The counts covered 
seventeen wetland sites in Nairobi and 
adjacent areas, seven sites in Central 
Kenya, nine sites in the Rift Valley (including 
the five major lakes: Nakuru, Naivasha, 
Elmenteita, Bogoria and Magadi); ten 
wetland areas along the Kenya coast, three 
sites in Yala Swamp, and three sites in the 
Amboseli area. A total of 350 volunteers 
participated in these January and February 
counts this year. It is encouraging to note 
that new volunteers increased by over 50% 
compared to last year. The greater number 
of the volunteers represented the youth. 
Some of the older experienced volunteers, 
who had missed the counts for a number of 
years, also got a chance to come back. The 
training element was well articulated in the 
program allowing the new volunteers to 
blend with the experienced and expert 
counters. Also encouraging is that this year 

we managed to count Lake Ol’Bolossat, 
which was missed last year. This year some 
data was received from the Amboseli area 
and five dams in the Kinangop area as well, 
again these areas were missed last year. 
This report summarises the results of the 
waterbird counts carried out in January and 
February 2018. 
 

The waterbird counts covered a total of 48 
sites across the country recording a total of 
296,950 individual waterbirds of 126 species. 
The Rift Valley sites recorded the highest 
number with 225,659 individual waterbirds, 
followed by sites along the Kenya coast with 
34,027 and Central Kenya with 16,121 
individual waterbirds (Table 1). The most 
abundant species across all the sites was 
Lesser Flamingo Phoeniconaias minor with 
163,164 individuals followed by Greater 
Flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber with 14,155 
and Little Stint Calidris minuta with 11,401. 
Lake Bogoria had the highest number of 
Lesser Flamingo with 96.9% (158,057). Lake 
Nakuru had the highest number of Greater 
Flamingo with 36.4% (5,150) and Little Stint 
with 27.5% (3,137). ). More details of the 
counts are summarized in the text below and 
in Tables 2 to Table 8.  
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Table 1. Summarised results of the January 2018 Waterbird Counts in Kenya. 

Site Date No. Birds No. Species 

1. Nairobi and adjacent area 
Dandora Sewerage Treatment Works 24-Jan-18 9,955 46 

Gigiri Wetland 10-Jan-18 2 2 

Hillcrest School Dam 17-Jan-18 62 17 

Kenyatta University Sewerage Works 31-Jan-18 530 34 

Limuru Sewerage Works 3-Jan-18 49 9 

Manguo Floodplain 3-Jan-18 211 26 

Nairobi National Park 17-Jan-18 415 42 

Northlands (include Sukari Dam) 31-Jan-18 726 39 

Paradise Lost 10-Jan-18 76 14 

Thika Sewerage Works 21-Jan-18 2,375 45 

TOTAL Nairobi 
 

14,401 73 

2. Central Kenya 
Kinangop Dams 9-11-Jan-2018 1,468 36 

Lake Ol'Bolossat 21-Jan-18 14,423 72 

Nyahururu Sewerage Works 21-Jan-18 230 16 

TOTAL Central 
 

16,121 72 

3. Rift Valley 
Lake Bogoria 6-Jan-18 165,852 34 

Lake Elmenteita 13-Jan-18 12,580 52 

Lake Magadi 28-Jan-18 9,347 36 

Lake Naivasha 14-Jan-18 11,551 71 

Lake Nakuru 7-Jan-18 23,144 73 

Lake Oloidien 14-Jan-18 2,262 43 

Lake Sonachi 14-Jan-18 93 14 

Nakuru Sewerage Works 7-Jan-18 292 25 

Njoro Sewerage Works 7-Jan-18 538 28 

TOTAL Rift Valley 
 

225,659 89 

4. Kenya Coast 
Kensalt Saltworks 24-Jan-18 4261 31 

Krystalline Saltworks Ltd 27-Jan-18 2104 24 

Lake Jilore 20-Jan-18 575 28 

Lake Mikimba 27-Jan-18 1,201 34 

Malindi Harbour 20-Jan-18 609 24 

Mida Creek 25-Jan-18 5,278 23 

Sabaki River Mouth 24-Jan-18 3,856 42 

Tana River Delta 6-7-Jan-2018 16,143 69 

TOTAL Kenya Coast 
 

34,027 92 

5. Amboseli National Park 1-4-Jan-2018 3,247 56 

6. Yala Swamp 12-15-Jan-2018 1,495 46 

TOTAL Overall 
 

294,950 126 
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In Nairobi and adjacent areas, the sites covered by the counts include ponds and dams 
in Nairobi National Park, Dandora Sewerage Treatment Works, Gigiri Wetland, Hillcrest 
School Dam, Kenyatta University Sewerage Works, Limuru Sewerage Works, Manguo 
Floodplain, Northlands including Sukari Dam, Paradise Lost and Thika Sewerage 
Works. A combined total of 14,401 individual waterbirds of 73 species were recorded. 
Dandora Sewerage Works had the highest number of waterbirds with 9,955 individuals 
of 46 waterbird species, followed by Thika Sewerage Works with 2,375 individuals of 45 
species and Kenyatta University Sewerage Works with 530 individuals of 34 species. 
The most abundant waterbird species in Nairobi and adjacent areas was Black-winged 
Stilt Himantopus himantopus with 1,654, followed by Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata 
with 1,618 individuals and Little Stint with 1,596. Dandora Sewerage Treatment Works 
had the highest number of all these dominant species with 96.4% (1,560) of Red-
knobbed Coot, 63.1% (1,044) of Black-winged Stilt and 50% (809) of Little Stint. 
 
In Central Kenya, the counts covered Lake Ol’ Bolossat, Nyahururu Sewerage Works 
and five dams in Kinangop. A total of 16,121 individuals of 72 waterbird species were 
recorded. Lake Ol’Bolossat had 14,423 individuals of 72 species followed by Kinangop 
Dams with 1,468 individuals of 36 species and Nyahururu Sewerage with 230 
individuals of 16 species. The most abundant species was Red-knobbed Coot with 
6,232 individuals followed by Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus with 1,317 individuals and 
Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis with 1,119 individuals. All these species were recorded in 
highest numbers at Lake Ol’Bolossat with Red-knobbed Coot at 92.9% (5,788), Glossy 
Ibis 98.9% (1,303) and Cattle Egret 92.2% (1,032). 
 
In the Rift Valley, the waterbird counts covered Lakes Bogoria, Elmenteita, Magadi, 
Naivasha, Nakuru, Oloidien, Sonachi (Crater Lake), Nakuru Sewerage Works and Njoro 
Sewerage Works. A total of 225,659 individual waterbirds of 89 species were recorded. 
Lake Bogoria had the highest number of waterbirds with 165,852 individuals of 34 
species, followed by Lake Nakuru with 23,144 individuals of 73 species and Lake 
Naivasha with 11,551 individuals of 71 species. The most abundant species in the Rift 
Valley sites combined was Lesser Flamingo with 162,101 individuals followed by 
Greater Flamingo with 10,971 and Little Stint with 7,162. 
 
At the Kenya coast, the counts covered Kensalt Saltworks, Krystalline Saltworks, Lake 
Jilore, Lake Mikimba, Malindi Harbour, Mida Creek, Sabaki River Mouth and Tana River 
Delta. The Tana River Delta had the highest number of waterbirds with 16,143 
individuals of 69 species, followed by Mida Creek with 5,278 individuals of 23 species 
and Kensalt Saltworks with 4,261 individuals of 31 species. The most abundant species 
across the coastal sites was Spur-winged Plover Vanellus spinosus with 4,372 
individuals, followed by Greater Flamingo with 2,934 individuals and Little Stint with 
2,558 individuals. The Tana River Delta had the highest numbers of Spur-winged Plover 
with 99.9% (4,366). Krystalline Saltworks had the highest numbers of Greater 
Flamingos with 54.6% (1,602) and Kensalt Saltworks had the highest numbers of Little 
Stint with 40.0% (1,022). 
 
The sites covered in Yala Swamp, situated in the Lake Victoria Region, include Kombo 
Dyke, Lake Bob and sections of the Bunyala Irrigation Scheme. A combined total of 
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1,495 individual of 46 waterbird species were counted. The most abundant species was 
African Open-billed Stork Anastomus lamelligerus with 317 individuals followed by 
Common Sandpiper with 113 individuals and Little Egret with 78 individuals. All these 
species were found in highest numbers at the Bunyala Irrigation Scheme where African 
Open-billed Stork were 79.8% (253) individuals followed by Common Sandpiper Actitis 
hypoleucos with 93.8% (106) individuals and Little Egret Egretta garzetta 94.9% (74). 
 
In Amboseli National Park and adjacent areas the counts covered Lake Ol’Tukai and 
wetlands along the stretches from Meshanani Gate to Kimana Gate, Kimana Gate to 
Lake Ol’Tukai, and from Lake Ol’Tukai towards Namanga (outside Amboseli National 
Park). A total of 3,247 individuals of 56 waterbird species were recorded in all these 
sections combined. The most abundant species was Lesser Flamingo with 900 
individuals, followed by Red-knobbed Coot with 450 and Long-toed Plover Vanellus 
crassirostris with 300 individuals. 

Results 

1. Nairobi and adjacent areas 

Kenyatta University Sewerage Works and Northlands (including Sukari Dam) 

These two sites were counted by 25 volunteers on 31st January 2018 from 9:40h to 
11:00h. A total of 726 individuals of 39 waterbird species were counted at Northlands; 
and 530 individuals of 34 waterbird species at Kenyatta University Sewerage Works. 
The most abundant species was Black-winged Stilt with 282 individuals at Northlands 
and 108 at Kenyatta University Sewerage Works, followed by Little Grebe Tachybaptus 
rufocolis with 98 at Kenyatta University Sewerage Works and Hottentot Teal Anas 
hottentota with 61 individuals at Northlands. 
 

Dandora Sewerage Works 

Waterbirds at this sewerage works were counted on 24th January 2018 from 10:10h to 
13:30h by 44 volunteers in five teams. The weather was calm, sunny with clear skies of 
about 10% cloud cover. A total of 9,955 individuals of 46 waterbird species were 
recorded. White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus with 1,985 individuals was the 
most abundant, followed by Red-knobbed Coot with 1,560 individuals and Black-winged 
Stilt with 1044 individuals. 
 

Hillcrest High School Dam 

Waterbirds at this dam were counted on 17th January 2018 from 10:09h to 12:00h by a 
team of seven volunteers on foot. The weather was calm, sunny with clear skies. A total 
of 62 individuals of 17 species were recorded. The most abundant species was Long-
tailed Cormorant 14 individuals, followed by Little Grebe and Common Moorhen 
Gallinula chloropus with eight individuals each. 
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Limuru Sewerage Works 

Waterbirds at this sewerage works were counted on 3rd January 2018 from 11:13h to 
11:47h by a team of three volunteers on foot. A total of 49 individuals of nine waterbird 
species were recorded. The most abundant species was Sacred Ibis with 18 individuals 
and Glossy Ibis with nine individuals and Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola with six 
individuals. 
 

Manguo Floodplain 

Waterbirds at this site were counted on 3rd January 2018 from 09:41 to 10:41h by 18 
volunteers in two teams. The weather was cool, slightly windy and cloudy (85%). A total 
of 211 individuals of 26 waterbird species were recorded. The most abundant species 
was Blacksmith Plover Vanellus armatus with 49 individuals, followed by Wood 

Sandpiper with 37 individuals and Black-winged Stilt with 27 individuals. 

 

Nairobi National Park 

Waterbirds in seven sites (namely: Hyena Dam, Nagolomon Dam, Marsh below Hyena 
Dam, Karen "C" PS Dam, Eland Hollow Dam, Ruai Dam and Hippo Pools) within 
Nairobi National Park were counted on 17th January 2018 from 10:00h to 12:30h by 25 
volunteers in  three teams. A total of 415 individuals of 42 waterbird species were 
recorded. The most abundant species was Marabou Stork Leptoptilos crumeniferus with 
156 individuals, followed by Blacksmith Plover with 32 individuals and Cattle Egret with 
27 individuals. 
 

Paradise Lost and Gigiri Wetland 

Waterbirds at these sites were counted on 10th January 2018 from 09:49h to 10:40h by 
a team of nine volunteers. The seasonal wetlands were dry. A total of 78 individuals of 
15 waterbird species were recorded. The most abundant species was Marabou Stork 
with 15 individuals, followed by Hadada Ibis Bostrychia hagedash with 11 individuals 
and Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiacus with 10 individuals. 
 

Thika Sewerage Works 

Waterbirds at this sewerage works were counted on 21st January 2018 from 10:45h to 
13:30h by 18 volunteers in three teams. The weather was sunny with a clear sky of 
about 10% cloud cover. A total of 2,375 individuals of 45 waterbird species were 
recorded. The most abundant species was Little Stint with 761 individuals, followed by 
Black-winged Stilt with 176 individuals and Red-billed Teal Anas eythrorhyncha with 161 
individuals. 
 

2. Central Kenya 

Kinangop Dams 

Waterbirds in five dams in the Kinangop area were counted by seven volunteers as 
follows: Semini's Dam on 9th January 2018; Tony's Dam, Kimani Mbae's Dam and Major 
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Hill's Dam on 10th January 2018; and Michinda Damn on 11th January 2018. A 
combined total of 1,468 individuals of 36 waterbird species were recorded. The most 
abundant species was Red-knobbed Coot with 369 individuals, followed by Ruff with 
268 and Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata with 174 individuals. 

 

Lake Ol’Bolossat 

Waterbirds at this site were counted on 21st January 2018 from 06:54h to 12:10h by 67 
volunteers in 16 teams. The weather was chilly, calm with clouds at 15%, later 
becoming sunny and warm. A total of 14,423 individuals of 72 waterbird species were 
recorded. The most abundant species was Red-knobbed Coot with 5,788 individuals, 
followed by Glossy Ibis with 1,303 individuals and Cattle Egret with 1,032 individuals. 
 

Nyahururu Sewerage Works 

Waterbirds at this sewerage works were counted on 21st January 2018 from 14:36h to 
15:25h by three volunteers. During the count, the weather was slightly windy, sunny, hot 
with clear skies of about 20% cloud cover. A total of 230 individuals of 16 waterbird 
species were recorded. The most abundant species was Red-knobbed Coot with 75 
individuals, followed by Yellow-billed Duck Anas undulata with 57 individuals and 
Hottentot Teal with 30 individuals. 
 

3. Rift Valley 

Lake Bogoria 

Waterbirds in this alkaline lake were counted on 6th January 2018 from 07:00h to 11:00h 
by a team of 45 volunteers, divided in 10 groups. The weather was cloudy 70%, warm 
and calm. During the counts, the lake water level was still high with the shoreline 
characterized by inundated dead trees. A total of 165,852 individual of 34 waterbird 
species were recorded. The most abundant species was the Lesser Flamingo with 
158,052 individuals followed by Greater Flamingos with 3,116 individuals and Little 
Grebe with 1,962 individuals. 
 

Lake Elmenteita 

Waterbirds in this alkaline lake were counted on 13th January 2018 from 07:30h to 
11:40h by a team of 75 volunteers divided into 10 groups. The weather was cloudy 
70%, warm and calm. During the count, the water level was high, though relatively 
receding compared to January 2017. A total of 12,580 individuals of 52 waterbird 
species were recorded. The most abundant species was Greater Flamingo with 2,412 
individuals, followed by Lesser Flamingo with 1,742 individuals and Little Stint with 
1,731 individuals. 
 

Lake Magadi 

Waterbirds in this alkaline lake were counted on 28th January 2018 from 06:30h to 
11:15h by a team of 46 volunteers divided into eight groups. The weather was calm, 
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warm to hot, with clear skies of about 10% cloud cover. A total of 9,347 individuals of 36 
waterbird species were recorded. Little Stint with 3,131 individuals was the most 
abundant, followed by Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta with 2,357 individuals and 
Lesser Flamingo with 1,427 individuals. 
 

Lake Nakuru 

Waterbirds in this alkaline lake were counted on 7th January 2018 from 07:10h to 11:45h 
by a team of 56 volunteers divided into 12 groups. During the count, the weather was 
calm and cloudy 85%. The water levels had slightly receded compared to January 2017, 
but the riparian vegetation was still inundated. A total of 23,144 individuals of 73 
waterbird species were recorded. Greater Flamingo was the most abundant species 
with 5,150 individuals, followed by Grey-headed Gull Larus cirrocephalus with 2,481 
individuals and Ruff Philomanchus pugnax with 1,960 individuals. 
 

Nakuru Sewerage Works 

Waterbirds in this sewerage works were counted on 7th January 2018 from 13:14h 
to14:20h by a team of nine volunteers. A total of 292 individuals of 25 waterbird species 
were recorded. Sacred Ibis was the most abundant with 70 individuals, followed by 
Wood Sandpiper with 33 individuals and White-faced Whistling Duck Dendrocygna 
viduata with 30 individuals. 
 

Njoro Sewage Works 

Waterbirds in this sewerage works were counted on 7th January 2018 from 12:09h to 
13:20h by a team of four volunteers. A total of 538 individuals of 28 waterbird species 
were recorded. Red-knobbed Coot was the most abundant species with 236 individuals, 
followed by Hottentot Teal with 70 individuals and Spur-winged Plover with 56 
individuals. 
 

Lake Naivasha 

Waterbirds in this freshwater lake were counted on 14th January 2018 from 07:00h to 
11:00h by 70 volunteers in 10 teams. Eight teams were on boats and two teams were 
on foot. The teams on foot covered part of the lake’s shoreline on the North-eastern part 
and the Marula Swamp. The morning was cool with clear sky at about 5% cloud cover, 
but got warmer in the later hours of the morning. The lake water level had slightly 
receded compared to January 2017, but was still high. Most shoreline areas especially 
in the south were charaterised by dead inundated trees. A total of 11,551 individuals of 
71 waterbird species were recorded. The most abundant species was the Great 
Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo with 3,899 individuals, followed by Egyptian Goose with 
978 individuals and Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus with 624 individuals. 
 

Lake Oloidien 

Waterbirds in this lake adjacent to Lake Naivasha were counted on 14th January 2018 
from 07:50h to 09:53h by 10 volunteers in two teams on two boats. The morning was 
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cool with clear sky at about 5% cloud cover, but got warmer in the later hours of the. A 
total of 2,262 individuals of 43 waterbird species were recorded. The most abundant 
species were Great Cormorant with 554 individuals, followed by Egyptian Goose with 
454 individuals and Great White Pelican with 262 individuals. 
 

Lake Sonachi (Crater Lake) 

Waterbirds in this small lake near Lake Naivasha were counted on 14th January 2018 
from 08:25h to 09:39h by 10 volunteers on foot. A total of 93 individuals of 14 waterbird 
species were recorded. The most abundant species was the Little Grebe with 44 
individuals, Egyptian Goose with 27 individuals and Wood Sandpiper with four 
individuals. 
 

4. Kenya coast 

Kensalt Saltworks 

Waterbirds at this site were counted on 24th January 2018 from 14:45h to 17:16h. A 
total of 4,261 individuals of 31 waterbird species were recorded. The most abundant 
species was Greater Flamingo with 1,233 individuals, followed by Little Stint with 1,022 
individuals and Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea with 336 individuals. 
 

Krystalline Saltworks 

Waterbirds at this site were counted on 27th January 2018 from 15:45h to17:04h. A total 
of 2,104 individuals of 24 waterbird species were recorded. The most abundant species 
was Greater Flamingo with 1,602 individuals, followed by Pied Avocet with 101 
individuals and Black-winged Stilt with 98 individuals. 
 

Lake Jilore 

Waterbirds at this site were counted on 20th January 2018 from 08:20h to 10:15h. A 
total of 575 individuals of 28 waterbird species were recorded. The most abundant 
species was Little Stint with 128 individuals, followed by Abdim’s Stork Ciconia abdimii 
with 100 individuals and Marsh Sandpiper with 64 individuals. 
 

Lake Mikimba 

Waterbirds at this site were counted on 27th January 2018 from 10:45h to 12:40h. A 
total of 1,201 individuals of 34 waterbird species were recorded. The most abundant 
species was White-faced Whistling Duck with 343 individuals, followed by Knob-billed 
Duck with 242 individuals and Glossy Ibis with 105 individuals. 
 

Malindi Harbour 

Waterbirds at this site were counted on 20th January 2018 from 12:15h to 13:15h. A 
total of 609 individuals of 24 waterbird species were recorded. The most abundant 
species was Saunders’s Tern Sterna saundersi with 75 individuals, followed by 
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Heuglin's Gull Larus heuglini with 57 individuals and Greater Sandplover Charadrius 
leschenaultii with 61 individuals. 
 

Mida Creek 

Waterbirds at this site were counted on 25th January 2018 from 09:22h to 11:55h. A 
total of 5,278 individuals of 23 waterbird species were recorded. The most abundant 
species was Greater Sandplover with 1,201 individuals, followed by Lesser Sandplover 
Charadrius mongolus with 1,012 individuals and Little Stint with 921 individuals. 
 

Sabaki River Mouth 

Waterbirds at this site were counted on 24th January 2018 from 08:00h to 12:00h. A 
total of 3,856 individuals of 42 waterbird species were recorded. The most abundant 
species was Curlew Sandpiper with 1,400 individuals, followed by Ringed Plover 
Charadrius hiaticula with 500 individuals and Little Stint with 311 individuals. 
 

Tana River Delta 

Waterbirds at this site were counted in three sections as follows: The Tana Delta 
Freshwater areas were counted on 6th February 2018 from 10:45h-18:35h; Tana Delta 
Salt Water Section on 7th February 2018 from 06:45h to 11:12h; and Tana Delta 
Sandbar on 7th February 2018 from 14:45h to15:20h. A total of 16,143 individuals of 69 
waterbird species were recorded from all these sections combined. The most abundant 
species was Spur-winged Plover with 4,366 individuals, followed by Cattle Egret with 
2,427 individuals and Ruff with 2,005 individuals. 
 

5. Amboseli 

Waterbirds in and around Amboseli National Park were counted in three sections as 
follows: Meshanani Gate to Kimana Gate on 1st January 2018; Kimana Gate to Lake 
Ol’Tukai on 3rd January 2018; and Lake Ol’ Tukai including route out of Amboseli 
National Park towards Namanga on 4th January 2018. A total of 3,247 individuals of 56 
waterbird species were recorded in all these sections combined. The most abundant 
species was Lesser Flamingo with 900 individuals, followed by Red-knobbed Coot with 
450 and Long-toed Plover Vanellus crassirostris with 300 individuals. 

 

6. Yala Swamp 

Waterbirds at the Yala Swamp area were counted in three sections as follows: Kombo 
Dyke on 12th January 2018 from 07:25h to 10:02h by a team of three volunteers; Two 
transects in the Bunyala Irrigation Scheme on 13th January 2018 from 07:28h to 09:45h 
by 10 volunteers in two teams; Lake Bob on 15th January 2018 from 06:55h to 09:52h 
by a team of five volunteers. A combined total of 1,495 individuals of 46 waterbird 
species were recorded in these three sites. The most abundant species was African 
Open-billed Stork with 317 individuals, followed by Common Sandpiper with 113 
individuals and Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis with 79 individuals. 
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Table 2. Waterbird numbers in Nairobi and adjacent areas counted in January 2018 
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Little Grebe 780 
 

8 98 
  

2 1 5 65 959 

Pink-backed Pelican 
       

2 
  

2 

Great Cormorant 
  

1 3 
  

1 
 

6 
 

11 

Long-tailed Cormorant 8 
 

14 5 
  

1 
 

7 18 53 

African Darter 
  

1 
   

1 
   

2 

Black-crowned Night Heron 
  

1 12 
  

2 
  

21 36 

Cattle Egret 32 
  

11 
  

27 1 
 

38 109 

Little Egret 23 
  

2 
     

1 26 

Western Reef Heron 1 
         

1 

Common Squacco Heron 7 
  

1 
 

1 
   

3 12 

Green-backed Heron 
  

2 
       

2 

Yellow-billed Egret 4 
    

4 3 2 1 39 53 

Great Egret 
   

3 
 

1 4 
  

2 10 

Grey Heron 4 
 

1 
  

2 8 2 
 

1 18 

Purple heron 
  

2 
       

2 

Black-headed Heron 2 1 2 
 

1 2 3 2 
 

1 14 

Hamerkop 4 
 

1 1 
 

1 2 1 
 

4 14 

White Stork 
      

1 
   

1 

Black Stork 
      

4 
   

4 

Saddle-billed Stork 
      

1 
   

1 

Marabou Stork 41 
     

156 2 15 7 221 

Yellow-billed Stork 9 
  

1 
 

2 3 4 
 

7 26 

Sacred Ibis 123 
 

3 28 18 9 3 21 7 132 344 

Hadada Ibis 35 
 

6 9 4 5 2 17 11 27 116 

Glossy Ibis 160 
  

5 9 4 
 

16 
 

2 196 

African Spoonbill 
   

9 
 

10 7 4 
  

30 

Fulvous Whistling Duck 582 
  

18 
      

600 

White-faced Whistling Duck 293 
  

17 
   

10 
 

19 339 

Egyptian Goose 557 
 

5 6 4 2 25 21 10 72 702 

Knob-billed Duck 
         

1 1 

Garganey 133 
      

2 
 

115 250 

Yellow-billed Duck 23 
 

5 
  

12 
 

10 6 48 104 

Northern Pintail 24 
         

24 

Red-billed Teal 54 
  

15 
 

10 
 

18 
 

161 258 

Hottentot Teal 
       

61 
 

14 75 

Northern Shoveler 1 
    

1 
    

2 

Southern Pochard 2 
         

2 

Maccoa Duck 
     

1 
    

1 
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Eurasian Marsh Harrier 6 
      

2 
  

8 

African Fish Eagle 
 

1 
 

2 
  

2 2 1 
 

8 

African Water Rail 
       

2 
  

2 

Black Crake 
  

1 
   

8 4 1 7 21 

Purple Swamphen 
       

2 
  

2 

Common Moorhen 
  

8 
 

3 
 

5 6 
 

31 53 

Red-knobbed Coot 1,560 
  

6 
 

7 
 

27 
 

18 1,618 

Grey Crowned Crane 6 
   

2 2 11 2 2 
 

25 

African Jacana 12 
    

2 1 35 
 

8 58 

Black-winged Stilt 1,044 
  

108 
 

27 17 282 
 

176 1,654 

Spotted Thick-knee 
      

2 
   

2 

Ringed Plover 187 
        

8 195 

Kittlitz's Plover 1 
         

1 

Three-banded Plover 12 
  

13 
 

3 10 16 
 

8 62 

Long-toed Plover 48 
     

7 
  

113 168 

Blacksmith Plover 210 
  

11 2 49 32 22 
 

157 483 

Spur-winged Plover 199 
  

18 
  

10 10 
 

113 350 

Crowned Plover 
      

15 
   

15 

Little Stint 809 
  

16 
   

10 
 

761 1,596 

Curlew Sandpiper 2 
         

2 

Ruff 240 
  

31 
 

15 2 20 
 

29 337 

Common Snipe 
      

2 
   

2 

Black-tailed Godwit 3 
         

3 

Spotted Redshank 
         

2 2 

Marsh Sandpiper 21 
  

18 
  

1 4 
 

7 51 

Common Greenshank 27 
  

1 
  

3 1 
  

32 

Green Sandpiper 22 
  

5 
 

1 4 2 
 

3 37 

Wood Sandpiper 480 
  

35 6 37 10 56 
 

105 729 

Common Sandpiper 152 
  

19 
 

1 6 9 1 17 205 

Unidentified waders 
       

15 
  

15 

Black-headed gull 27 
         

27 

Whiskered Tern 
         

5 5 

White-winged Tern 1,985 
        

5 1,990 

Grey-headed Kingfisher 
  

1 1 
  

2 
  

1 5 

Malachite Kingfisher 
   

1 
  

7 
 

3 2 13 

Pied Kingfisher 
   

1 
  

2 
  

1 4 

Total waterbirds  9,955 2 62 530 49 211 415 726 76 2,375 14,401 

Total species  46 2 17 34 9 26 42 39 14 45 73 
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Table 3. Waterbird numbers in Central Kenya sites counted in January 2018 
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Little Grebe 7 27 8 42 
 

African Fish Eagle 
 

8 
 

8 

Great White Pelican 
 

30 
 

30 
 

Black Crake 
 

7 
 

7 

Pink-backed Pelican 1 5 
 

6 
 

Purple Swamphen 
 

13 
 

13 

Great Cormorant 2 5 
 

7 
 

Common Moorhen 
 

13 
 

13 

Long-tailed Cormorant 20 3 1 24 
 

Red-knobbed Coot 369 5,788 75 6,232 

Black-crowned Night 
Heron  

28 
 

28 
 

Grey Crowned Crane 2 504 
 

506 

Cattle Egret 87 1,032 
 

1,119 
 

African Jacana 
 

16 
 

16 

Little Egret 7 7 
 

14 
 

Lesser Jacana 2 3 
 

5 

Black Heron 
 

10 
 

10 
 

Pied Avocet 2 1 
 

3 

Common Squacco Heron 
 

32 
 

32 
 

Black-winged Stilt 55 4 
 

59 

Yellow-billed Egret 4 96 
 

100 
 

Ringed Plover 25 69 
 

94 

Great Egret 2 41 
 

43 
 

Kittlitz's Plover 11 49 
 

60 

Grey Heron 3 31 
 

34 
 

Three-banded Plover 1 15 1 17 

Purple Heron 
 

7 
 

7 
 

Long-toed Plover 
 

128 
 

128 

Goliath Heron 
 

10 
 

10 
 

Blacksmith Plover 51 920 
 

971 

Black-headed Heron 
 

42 
 

42 
 

Spur-winged Plover 
 

2 
 

2 

Hamerkop 
 

2 1 3 
 

Black-winged plover 
 

20 
 

20 
White Stork 

 
1 

 
1 

 
Crowned Plover 

 
4 

 
4 

Black Stork 
 

1 
 

1 
 

Little Stint 4 50 
 

54 

Saddle-billed Stork 
 

2 
 

2 
 

Ruff 268 322 
 

590 

Yellow-billed Stork 8 34 
 

42 
 

Common Snipe 
 

20 
 

20 

Sacred Ibis 11 584 4 599 
 

African Snipe 
 

8 
 

8 

Hadada Ibis 9 438 3 450 
 

Unidentified snipes 
 

3 
 

3 

Glossy Ibis 14 1,303 
 

1,317 
 

Black-tailed Godwit 63 39 
 

102 

African Spoonbill 10 299 
 

309 
 

Spotted Redshank 
 

1 
 

1 

White-faced Whistling 
Duck  

80 
 

80 
 

Marsh Sandpiper 8 22 
 

30 

Spur-winged Goose 
 

18 
 

18 
 

Common Greenshank 
 

8 4 12 

Egyptian Goose 29 668 2 699 
 

Green Sandpiper 
 

6 1 7 

Cape Teal 
 

5 
 

5 
 

Wood Sandpiper 56 133 13 202 

Garganey 3 5 
 

8 
 

Common Sandpiper 46 45 6 97 

Yellow-billed Duck 38 606 57 701 
 

Unidentified waders 
 

5 
 

5 

Northern Pintail 10 28 
 

38 
 

Gull-billed Tern 
 

3 
 

3 

Red-billed Teal 64 313 18 395 
 

Whiskered Tern 
 

4 
 

4 

Hottentot Teal 2 23 30 55 
 

White-winged Tern 
 

2 
 

2 

Northern Shoveler 174 281 6 461 
 

Malachite Kingfisher 
 

1 
 

1 

Southern Pochard 
 

5 
 

5 
 

Pied Kingfisher 
 

4 
 

4 

African Marsh Harrier 
 

3 
 

3 
 

Total waterbirds 1,468 14,423 230 16,121 

Eurasian Marsh Harrier 
 

78 
 

78   Total species 36 72 16 72 
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Table 4. Waterbird numbers in the Rift Valley sites counted in January 2018 

Species 
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Black-necked Grebe 212 
   

58 
    

270 

Little Grebe 1,962 502 
 

47 1,490 33 44 7 2 4,087 

Great White Pelican 
 

364 15 624 265 262 
  

1 1,531 

Pink-backed Pelican 
 

33 6 31 45 53 
   

168 

Great Cormorant 
 

60 
 

3,899 980 554 
   

5,493 

Long-tailed Cormorant 
   

244 236 27 
 

1 1 509 

African Darter  
 

1 
 

28 454 
  

1 
 

484 

Black-crowned Night 
Heron  

   
12 47 6 

   
65 

Cattle Egret 
 

18 
 

123 180 14 
 

26 
 

361 

Little Egret 26 46 33 150 146 54 1 4 2 462 

Dimorphic Egret 
  

12 
      

12 

Black Heron 
  

6 11 1 
    

18 

Common Squacco Heron 
 

10 
 

470 49 17 3 
  

549 

Green-backed Heron 8 
 

1 3 25 1 
   

38 

Yellow-billed Egret 
   

168 71 1 
 

5 
 

245 

Great Egret 
 

1 3 61 85 10 
   

160 

unidentified egrets 
  

3 
      

3 

Grey Heron 2 20 3 164 137 59 
 

3 2 390 

Purple Heron 
   

71 2 
  

1 
 

74 

Goliath Heron 
   

12 
     

12 

Black-headed Heron 
 

4 
 

17 2 2 
 

1 2 28 

Hamerkop 1 1 
 

97 5 1 
   

105 

White Stork 
    

3 
    

3 

Black Stork 
    

1 
    

1 

Woolly-necked Stork 
   

4 
     

4 

Saddle-billed Stork 
   

3 6 
    

9 

Marabou Stork 
  

19 184 20 17 
  

1 241 

Yellow-billed Stork 
 

147 36 91 19 30 
   

323 

Sacred Ibis 2 15 3 255 216 2 
 

70 14 577 

Hadada Ibis 26 6 
 

488 68 4 1 26 2 621 

Glossy Ibis 
   

50 628 1 
   

679 

Unidentified ibises 
   

3 
     

3 

African Spoonbill 
 

167 89 114 116 87 
   

573 
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Greater Flamingo  3,116 2,412 292 1 5,150 
    

10,971 

Lesser Flamingo 158,052 1,742 1,427 4 876 
    

162,101 

Fulvous Whistling Duck 
    

5 
    

5 

White-faced Whistling 
Duck 

   
2 

   
30 

 
32 

Spur-winged Goose 3 
  

352 
     

355 

Egyptian Goose 17 70 5 978 752 454 27 20 13 2,336 

Knob-billed Duck 
 

934 
      

2 936 

Cape Teal  4 816 35 6 279 
   

26 1,166 

Garganey 
        

27 27 

Yellow-billed Duck 
   

103 15 6 
   

124 

Northern Pintail 
 

70 
  

390 
    

460 

Red-billed Teal 
 

45 
 

8 6 
   

1 60 

Hottentot Teal 
 

2 
 

36 82 41 1 10 70 242 

Northern Shoveler 
 

19 
 

2 6 
    

27 

Southern Pochard 
 

2 
  

17 
    

19 

Unidentified Ducks 32 
        

32 

Osprey  
   

3 
     

3 

African Marsh Harrier 
   

3 
 

1 
   

4 

Eurasian Marsh Harrier  
 

2 
 

36 15 
  

2 
 

55 

 African Fish Eagle 4 9 
 

200 20 24 2 
  

259 

Black Crake 
   

46 
   

1 
 

47 

Common Moorhen 
   

11 
   

13 
 

24 

Red-knobbed Coot 
 

2 
 

489 85 12 
 

16 236 840 

Grey Crowned Crane 
   

115 15 
  

4 
 

134 

African Jacana 
   

194 
   

2 
 

196 

Greater Painted-snipe 
    

5 
    

5 

Pied Avocet 80 613 2,357 1 21 
    

3,072 

Black-winged Stilt 978 704 125 13 771 
   

3 2,594 

Ringed Plover 62 174 43 24 59 12 
   

374 

Kittlitz's Plover 22 107 5 
 

101 
    

235 

Three-banded Plover 56 69 6 5 57 13 2 
 

2 210 

Chestnut-banded Plover 
  

941 
      

941 
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Greater Sandplover 
  

4 
      

4 

Caspian Plover 
  

13 
      

13 

Long-toed Plover 
   

287 7 
    

294 

Blacksmith Plover 3 246 77 254 324 36 
 

2 5 947 

Spur-winged Plover 79 31 
 

105 123 6 
 

6 56 406 

Crowned Plover 2 3 
 

17 
     

22 

Unidentified plovers 1 
        

1 

Little Stint 270 1,731 3,131 36 1,933 48 
  

13 7,162 

Curlew Sandpiper 1 113 26 
 

62 
 

1 
  

203 

Ruff  284 738 531 85 1,960 92 3 
 

6 3,699 

Common Snipe 
 

1 
 

1 2 
    

4 

Unidentified snipes 
   

46 
     

46 

Black-tailed Godwit 
   

10 31 
    

41 

Spotted Redshank 
 

1 
  

14 
    

15 

Marsh Sandpiper 41 95 8 41 87 17 1 
 

9 299 

Common Greenshank 93 70 11 35 119 10 1 
 

3 342 

Green Sandpiper 15 6 
 

12 31 4 
  

6 74 

Wood Sandpiper 116 44 4 71 797 35 4 33 19 1,123 

Common Sandpiper 20 37 3 88 187 38 2 3 11 389 

Unidentified waders 236 3 40 1 
     

280 

Grey-headed Gull 
 

245 1 127 2,481 79 
   

2,933 

Black-headed gull 
   

21 12 
    

33 

Gull-billed Tern 3 18 10 5 161 54 
   

251 

Whiskered Tern 18 6 7 5 170 
    

206 

White-winged Tern 
 

3 16 
 

428 
    

447 

African Skimmer 
    

10 
    

10 

Grey-headed Kingfisher 1 
  

1 4 
    

6 

Malachite Kingfisher 4 
  

23 4 2 
   

33 

African Pygmy Kingfisher 
    

1 
    

1 

Giant Kingfisher 
   

31 
 

5 
   

36 

Pied Kingfisher 
 

2 
 

193 114 38 
 

5 3 355 

Total waterbirds 165,852 12,580 9,347 11,551 23,144 2,262 93 292 538 225,659 

Total species 34 52 36 71 73 43 14 25 28 89 
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Table 5. Waterbird numbers along the Kenya coast counted in January and February 2018 
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Little Grebe 
   

5 
    

5 

Great White Pelican 42 9 
    

5 1 57 

Pink-backed Pelican 1 14 
 

6 
  

3 8 32 

Great Cormorant 3 12 
      

15 

Long-tailed Cormorant 
 

1 
 

90 
   

1 92 

African Darter 
   

4 
    

4 

Black-crowned Night Heron 
       

1 1 

Cattle Egret 
  

1 3 
   

2,427 2,431 

Little Egret 22 9 1 
    

6 38 

Dimorphic Egret 
      

11 8 19 

Common Squacco Heron 
   

6 
   

8 14 

Green-backed Heron 
       

19 19 

Great Egret 1 
  

5 
 

3 
 

10 19 

Grey Heron 2 
  

6 5 
 

4 19 36 

Purple heron 
   

2 
    

2 

Goliath Heron 
   

1 
   

11 12 

Black-headed Heron 
  

2 3 
   

33 38 

Abdim's Stork 
  

100 
     

100 

Woolly-necked Stork 
       

3 3 

Saddle-billed Stork 
       

4 4 

Marabou Stork 
       

12 12 

African Open-billed Stork 
   

78 
   

63 141 

Yellow-billed Stork 
      

22 72 94 

Sacred Ibis 11 
 

1 11 2 1 16 134 176 

Hadada Ibis 
       

71 71 

Glossy Ibis 
  

20 105 
   

429 554 

African Spoonbill 13 
 

6 3 
  

58 16 96 

Greater Flamingo 1,233 1,602 
 

28 
 

71 
  

2,934 

Lesser Flamingo 20 
     

143 
 

163 

Fulvous Whistling Duck 
   

26 
    

26 

White-faced Whistling Duck 
  

1 343 
  

38 243 625 

White-backed Duck 
   

7 
    

7 

Spur-winged Goose 
       

31 31 

Egyptian Goose 
       

230 230 

Knob-billed Duck 
   

242 
   

1 243 

African Pygmy Goose 
   

6 
    

6 
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Garganey 
  

4 
     

4 

Osprey 1 
   

2 
 

1 2 6 

Eurasian Marsh Harrier 
  

1 1 
  

1 2 5 

African Fish Eagle 
      

1 16 17 

Black Crake 
       

2 2 

Purple Swamphen 
   

5 
    

5 

Common Moorhen 
   

3 
    

3 

African Jacana 
   

80 
   

71 151 

Crab-plover 
     

812 
  

812 

Pied Avocet 
 

101 
    

1 
 

102 

Black-winged Stilt 
 

98 36 15 
   

13 162 

Water Thick-knee 
       

194 194 

Collared Pratincole 
  

6 
    

232 238 

Ringed Plover 246 22 45 
 

7 50 500 1,028 1,898 

Kittlitz's Plover 
  

7 
   

8 459 474 

Three-banded Plover 
  

2 2 
 

1 
  

5 

White-fronted Plover 6 
 

1 
  

6 5 6 24 

Lesser Sandplover 130 
   

2 1,012 250 44 1,438 

Greater Sandplover 92 
   

61 1,201 50 211 1,615 

Caspian Plover 2 
      

1,416 1,418 

Pacific Golden Plover 
       

14 14 

Grey Plover 24 
   

28 36 22 51 161 

Long-toed Plover 
       

30 30 

Spur-winged Plover 
  

4 
   

2 4,366 4,372 

Senegal Plover 
       

47 47 

Little Stint 1,022 41 128 
 

1 921 311 134 2,558 

Curlew Sandpiper 336 26 
  

24 253 1,400 128 2,167 

Sanderling 
 

3 
  

2 3 25 
 

33 

Ruff 
 

6 42 
    

2,005 2,053 

Common Snipe 
  

3 
    

10 13 

Black-tailed Godwit 
  

1 
     

1 

Whimbrel 10 34 
  

5 130 16 172 367 

Eurasian Curlew 2 
    

28 11 
 

41 

Marsh Sandpiper 6 23 64 
   

17 
 

110 

Common Greenshank 4 51 17 18 16 259 21 63 449 

Wood Sandpiper 
  

40 3 
  

56 215 314 

Common Sandpiper 10 3 14 
 

18 
 

54 244 343 

Terek Sandpiper 10 24 
  

48 363 200 135 780 

Ruddy Turnstone 
    

5 
   

5 
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Sooty Gull 
    

33 
 

95 8 136 

Heuglin's Gull 
    

57 
 

10 12 79 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 
    

6 
 

45 4 55 

Black-headed gull 1 
   

1 
 

1 2 5 

Gull-billed Tern 7 2 2 
 

11 76 27 60 185 

Caspian Tern 28 8 
  

38 1 125 9 209 

Greater Crested Tern 
    

26 2 67 2 97 

Lesser Crested Tern 3 4 
  

16 9 202 234 468 

Common Tern 
      

1 
 

1 

Saunders's Tern 6 1 
  

75 39 1 70 192 

Whiskered Tern 
       

3 3 

White-winged Tern 
 

8 24 70 
  

23 403 528 

Unidentified terns 80 
   

120 
   

200 

African Skimmer 
       

73 73 

Unidentified small waders 880 
       

880 

Grey-headed Kingfisher 
  

2 5 
   

34 41 

Malachite Kingfisher 
   

2 
   

21 23 

Giant Kingfisher 
   

1 
    

1 

Pied Kingfisher 7 2 
 

16 
 

1 7 37 70 

Total waterbirds 4,261 2,104 575 1,201 609 5,278 3,856 16,143 34,027 

Total species 31 24 28 34 24 23 42 69 92 
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Table 6. Waterbird numbers in Amboseli and Yala Swamp areas counted in January 2018 

Species 

Amboseli 
National 

Park 

Yala 
Swamp 

  Species 

Amboseli 
National 

Park 

Yala 
Swamp 

Little Grebe 2 
  

Hottentot Teal 13   

Great White Pelican 51 22 
 

Pallid Harrier 1   

Great Cormorant 1 4 
 

African Fish Eagle 6   

Long-tailed Cormorant 4 10 
 

Black Crake 2 1 

African Darter 
 

6 
 

Purple Swamphen   11 

Little Bittern 
 

3 
 

Common Moorhen   11 

Black-crowned Night Heron 
 

2 
 

Red-knobbed Coot 450   

Cattle Egret 39 41 
 

Grey Crowned Crane 64 15 

Little Egret 16 78 
 

African Jacana 200 7 

Black Heron 
 

4 
 

Pied Avocet 15 1 

Common Squacco Heron 60 15 
 

Black-winged Stilt 112 59 

Rufous-bellied Heron 1 
  

Water Thick-knee 3 3 

Yellow-billed Egret 6 
  

Spotted Thick-knee 7   

Great Egret 70 14 
 

Collared Pratincole 1   

Grey Heron 6 22 
 

Ringed Plover   29 

Purple heron 4 15 
 

Kittlitz's Plover 15   

Goliath Heron 7 
  

Three-banded Plover 3   

Black-headed Heron 6 9 
 

Long-toed Plover 300 30 

Hamerkop 
 

16 
 

Blacksmith Plover 107   

White Stork 
 

18 
 

Spur-winged Plover 1 31 

Saddle-billed Stork 6 
  

Crowned Plover 11   

Marabou Stork 2 
  

Little Stint   31 

African Open-billed Stork 
 

317 
 

Ruff 29   

Yellow-billed Stork 3 26 
 

Spotted Redshank   10 

Sacred Ibis 11 
  

Marsh Sandpiper 6 79 

Hadada Ibis 9 14 
 

Common Greenshank   70 

Glossy Ibis 50 
  

Green Sandpiper 4   

African Spoonbill 12 2 
 

Wood Sandpiper 5   

Greater Flamingo 250 
  

Common Sandpiper 3 113 

Lesser Flamingo 900 
  

Unidentified sandpipers   122 

Fulvous Whistling Duck 41 5 
 

Gull-billed Tern 10 35 

White-faced Whistling Duck 38 
  

Whiskered Tern 15 74 

White-backed Duck 2 
  

White-winged Tern 101 62 

Spur-winged Goose 
 

9 
 

Grey-headed Kingfisher 3   

Egyptian Goose 157 19 
 

Malachite Kingfisher 1 3 

Knob-billed Duck 
 

7 
 

Pied Kingfisher   4 

Garganey 
 

16 
 

Total waterbirds 3,247 1,495 

Red-billed Teal 5 
 

  Total species 56 46 
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Table 7. Number of waterbirds by groups in the different regions counted in January 2018 in Kenya. 

Waterbird groups Nairobi Central Rift Valley Coast Amboseli Yala Swamp Total 

Birds of prey 16 89 321 28 7 
 

461 

Cormorants 64 31 6,002 107 5 14 6,223 

Cranes 25 506 134 
 

64 15 744 

Darters 2 
 

484 4 
 

6 496 

Ducks 2,358 2,465 5,821 1,172 256 56 12,128 

Flamingos - - 173,072 3,097 1,150 
 

177,319 

Grebes 959 42 4,357 5 2 
 

5,365 

Gulls 27 - 2,966 275 
  

3,268 

Hamerkop 14 3 105 
  

16 138 

Herons 283 1,439 2,417 2,629 215 203 7,186 

Ibises & Spoonbills 686 2,675 2,453 897 82 16 6,809 

Jacanas 58 21 196 151 200 7 633 

Kingfishers 22 5 431 135 4 7 604 

Pelicans 2 36 1,699 89 51 22 1,899 

Plovers 1,274 1,296 3,447 12,308 437 90 18,852 

Pratincoles 
   

238 1 
 

239 

Rails and coots 1,696 6,265 911 10 452 23 9,357 

Sandpipers 2,996 1,126 13,402 9,234 47 425 27,230 

Skimmers 
  

10 73 
  

83 

Stilts & Avocets 1,654 62 5,666 264 127 60 7,833 

Storks 253 46 581 354 11 361 1,606 

Terns 1,995 9 904 1,883 126 171 5,088 

Thick-knees 2 
  

194 10 3 209 

Waders 15 5 280 880 
  

1,180 
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Table 8. List of waterbird species, scientific names and summary of total numbers counted in 
January and February 2018 in Kenya. Name and order of listing is according to the Bird Committee 
(1996). 

Species Scientific name Number 

Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 270 

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 5,095 

Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus 1,691 

Pink-backed Pelican Pelecanus rufescens 208 

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 5,531 

Long-tailed Cormorant Phalacrocorax africanus 692 

African Darter Anhinga rufa 496 

Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus 3 

Black-crowned Night 
Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 132 

Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 4,100 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta 634 

Dimorphic Egret Egretta (g.) dimorpha 31 

Western Reef Heron Egretta gularis 1 

Black Heron Egretta ardesiaca 32 

Common Squacco 
Heron Ardeola ralloides 682 

Rufous-bellied Heron Ardeola rufiventris 1 

Green-backed Heron Butorides striatus 59 

Yellow-billed Egret Mesophoyx intermedia 404 

Great Egret Casmerodius alba 316 

Unidentified egrets   3 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 506 

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 104 

Goliath Heron Ardea goliath 41 

Black-headed Heron Ardea melanocephala 137 

Hamerkop Scopus umbretta 138 

White Stork Ciconia ciconia 23 

Black Stork Ciconia nigra 6 

Abdim's Stork Ciconia abdimii 100 

Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus 7 

Saddle-billed Stork 
Ephippiorhynchus 
senegalensis 22 

Marabou Stork Leptoptilos crumeniferus 476 

African Open-billed 
Stork Anastomus lamelligerus 458 

Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis 514 

Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus 1,707 

Hadada Ibis Bostrychia hagedash 1,281 

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 2,796 

Unidentified ibises   3 

African Spoonbill Platalea alba 1,022 

Species Scientific name Number 

Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus (r.) roseus 14,155 

Lesser Flamingo Phoeniconaias minor 163,164 

Fulvous Whistling Duck Dendrocygna bicolor 677 

White-faced Whistling 
Duck Dendrocygna viduata 1,114 

White-backed Duck Thalassornis leuconotus 9 

Spur-winged Goose Plectopterus gambensis 413 

Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiacus 4,143 

Knob-billed Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos 1,187 

African Pygmy Goose Nettapus auritus 6 

Cape Teal Anas capensis 1,171 

Garganey Anas querquedula 305 

Yellow-billed Duck Anas undulata 929 

Northern Pintail Anas acuta 522 

Red-billed Teal Anas erythrorhynchos 718 

Hottentot Teal Anas hottentota 385 

Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata 490 

Southern Pochard Netta erythrophthalma 26 

Maccoa Duck Oxyura maccoa 1 

Unidentified Ducks   32 

Osprey Pandion haliaetus 9 

Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus 1 

African Marsh Harrier Circus ranivorus 7 

Eurasian Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 146 

African Fish Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer 298 

African Water Rail Rallus caerulescens 2 

Black Crake Amaurornis flavirostra 80 

Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio 31 

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 104 

Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata 9,140 

Grey Crowned Crane Balearica regulorum 744 

African Jacana Actophilornis africanus 628 

Lesser Jacana Microparra capensis 5 

Greater Painted-snipe Rostratula benghalensis 5 

Crab-plover Dromas ardeola 812 

Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 3,193 

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 4,640 

Water Thick-knee Burhinus vermiculatus 200 

Spotted Thick-knee Burhinus capensis 9 

Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola 239 
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Species Scientific name Number 

Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 2,590 

Kittlitz's Plover Charadrius pecuarius 785 

Three-banded Plover Charadrius tricollaris 297 

Chestnut-banded Plover Charadrius pallidus 941 

White-fronted Plover Charadrius marginatus 24 

Lesser Sandplover Charadrius mongolus 1,438 

Greater Sandplover Charadrius leschenaultii 1,619 

Caspian Plover Charadrius asiaticus 1,431 

Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva 14 

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 161 

Long-toed Plover Vanellus crassirostris 950 

Blacksmith Plover Vanellus armatus 2,508 

Spur-winged Plover Vanellus spinosus 5,162 

Senegal Plover Vanellus lugubris 47 

Black-winged plover Vanellus melanopterus 20 

Crowned Plover Vanellus coronatus 52 

Unidentified plovers   1 

Little Stint Calidris minuta 11,401 

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 2,372 

Sanderling Calidris alba 33 

Ruff Philomachus pugnax 6,708 

Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago 39 

African Snipe Gallinago nigripennis 8 

Unidentified snipes   49 

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 147 

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 367 

Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata 41 

Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus 28 

Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis 575 

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 905 

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 122 

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 2,373 

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 1,150 

Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus 780 

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres 5 

Unidentified sandpipers   122 

Unidentified waders   300 

Species Scientific name Number 

Sooty Gull Larus hemprichii 136 

Heuglin's Gull Larus heuglini 79 

Lesser Black-backed 
Gull Larus fuscus 55 

Grey-headed Gull Larus cirrocephalus 2,933 

Black-headed gull Larus ridibundus 65 

Gull-billed Tern Sterna nilotica 484 

Caspian Tern Sterna caspia 209 

Greater Crested Tern Sterna bergii 97 

Lesser Crested Tern Sterna bengalensis 468 

Common Tern Sterna hirundo 1 

Saunders's Tern Sterna (a.) saundersi 192 

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus 307 

White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus 3,130 

Unidentified terns   200 

African Skimmer Rynchops flavirostris 83 

Unidentified small 
waders   880 

Grey-headed Kingfisher Halcyon leucocephala 55 

Malachite Kingfisher Alcedo cristata 74 

African Pygmy 
Kingfisher Ispidina picta 1 

Giant Kingfisher Ceryle maxima 37 

Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis 437 

Total waterbirds   294,950 

Total species   126 
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Drawings by Edwin Selempo   
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