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CHAPTER ONE:
INTRODUCTION

1. Background

Over the last four decades, there has been an intensified social and economic demand
with respect to higher education in Kenya.' Higher education refers to any course of
education offered by an institution above the standard of Kenya Certificate of Secondary
Education and any university level institution. However, for purposes of this study higher
education is restricted to University education comprising of undergraduate and
postgraduate studies. The clamour for higher education is evident in the rise in
enrolments in public and private universities, the proliferation of more private
universities and the establishment of private wings (self sponsored programmes) in the
public universities. For example, student enrolment in public universities in Kenya
increased very rapidly between 1964 to date, with the undergraduate student enrolment in
Kenya’s universities standing roughly at 91,541 as at 2005” with about 33, 550 female
students, and 57, 991 male students. According to Ben Waweru, the Secretary Joint
Admission Board (JAB) of the students who sat their KCSE in 2008, 72,500 attained the
minimum university entry requirement of C+, however the Board could only take 20,000

students, this being double their intake in the past three years.’

Due to the limited Government budget on financing University education and
acknowledgement of the fact beneficiaries of university education were to contribute
towards meeting their costs, the cost-sharing concept was introduced in 1991. Given that
the countries economic level the student’s loan scheme was established to help cushion

the burden of meeting university costs by the parents and the students.

1 B. Cheboi, Chief Executive Officer, HELB, Nairobi
2 Commission for Higher Education (CHE), at http://www.che.or.ke/enrolment.html (last accessed on January 20, 2010).

3 Samuel Siringi, Daily Nation, 26th February 2010.



