Abstract:

Immunization of rabbits with a faecal extract of the human body louse (Pediculus humanus)
induced a high titre of specific 1gG. The mean weight of blood taken by females fed on the
immunized rabbits was significantly lower (29%) than taken by females fed on the control
rabbits. The mean number of eggs per female fed on the immunized rabbits was significantly
lower than for females fed on the control rabbits. The hatchability of the eggs laid by lice fed on
immunized rabbits (91%) was significantly lower than of those fed on control rabbits (94%). The
rate of development of nymphs fed on control rabbits was significantly higher than those fed on
the immunized rabbits. There was no difference in survival rates of lice fed on immunized and

control rabbits.



