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Interv;u@netﬁen the Secretary of State and Sir Percy
Girouard on the 26th of January, 1911.

The Secretary of State .
Colonel Seely .
Sir Percy Girouard .

Mr. Fiddes .

Mr. Harcourt invited Sir Percy Girouard to

bring forward the suujects which he wished to discuss.

1. LAND.
Sir Percy explained the history of the present
position of legislation on this subject. e stated
that the settlers were strongly opposed to the revision |
of rents af ter 33 and 66 years and rightly or wrongly
there would be a very bpitter feeling in the country if

Lhe existing position was upheld.

Lr. Harcourt observed thai there was a strong
feeling that the country as a wholqrﬁould get & share in \
improved values and that this seemed the vest way of
securing it . In his opinion present holders would not

Sir Pe‘rcy raised the question whether the revi-
sion of rents had actually been included in leases grant-
ed since Nay 1906 (in other words whetner Lhe regulations
of 1968 had ‘been regarded as a dead lettes) . It was
agreed tiat the point as to the actual terms of the lease

should



should be .*’lear:d up.after the meetikg by reference ';o
Colonel kontgomery and: the Local Conmveyancer .
[Colonel Kontgomery was subsequently spoken to
on this pomt and he sLatoJ. thﬁh no new le&eqar Nﬁe been
or could bave been granted bif"" “uay lbaﬁ'm as muchias

land is granted on occupatmn license m the first

instance subisct to development over & period of tLhree
years which ounously las not yet expxred He addal that
in most cases,if not in all, pera::ms applymg For 6ceu-
pation licenses were warned that ihe conditions of t.l;e
1906 regulations might Le applied to t;kn‘qlaaé'e's when
issued , although, in consequence of en ppinion of the
local legnl advigers no express re!;erenca is made to them
in the license itself. The license states hat the lease
will be granted subject to the oonditions obf.aining at
the time of ite issue] }

Mr. Barcourt:finally stated tiat he could not
depart from the terms of L.Q:d'Elgil;x‘s despatch, though
it was not necessarily a &éfadei‘oh for all time. He
wished to make Sir Percy's position 48 easy as possible,
and therefore proposed to write a desp&tch in which he
would state that Sir Percy %zsd f‘ully represented to him
the case of the settlers, but that he was not in a posi-

1

tion te deput. from Lord Elgin's despatch which commended

1Laelf t.o many peopl. in this, couniry. Indsed the pol:cg«' d

aeetred falrer to t,hn setilleTs themselves than to-ask for '
higher rents vhxch might stop development . Consideration
~ would be given to any cages of present holders which ap-

t o peared to call for it on equitable grounda and ' the yolicj "
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'buL xtn is not, a matter tmat 1nterostc the rolomst.s ‘who
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_out demur and while they would now go if ordered by the |

I', e
would mﬁevieped ,tmreafﬁar ﬁn any. actual evidence of

J LIC BU DIN
Eir Pérey G,rauardmou}d, Yo ghadtg” havq,

wéuid rather see any money available apem‘t. on matlers
wlach would directly venefit themselves . s
Ii was decided that the question should’'mot b
faiged for the present. The Governor might posubly be
in a position to make some proposals on next yea'r'a"

Estimates.

“8ir Percy stated his opinion that if no change
were made in the direction of moving the northern section
to the southern reserve there woulid be serious troukle
within the next five years He explained that, after
discussion, an agreement which was now in his possession,
had been sigped by the Chiefs but: that he had refrained
from signing it until t.he' northern Chiefs had seen ‘the
land which it was propgaeé 10 add to Lhe southern reserve .
These Chiefs, after seeing the land, expressed themselves
as not satisfied with it and the agreement has, therefore,
not been proceeded with. The present position was that,
while the Chiefs would have moved at the beginning with-
Governof to do %o, 1t was not hkely that t:}ﬁy ‘would go \
volunt&;flly , 55, ¢ g

: pinlqh‘ that if the

cattle of the nsai winen}sy m dre increésing at

preaent. there is bound eﬁht Dy to be & confligt
. " between
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betweerr ‘_;,.éhe l'#sai and either the whites or the
'I.’akiku);u.

Colonel 3eely explained the circumetances in
which the Secretary of %ate had stopped movmg the
vusai pending inquiriéd .. .v'i’gr%vu t.hem in S

the opposltlon whlt‘:&oulg be, M her‘ wz‘u

possivle . ¥

Sir Percy said’ thet \%ﬂ ‘policy of leavmg
things es tley were involved the eventual splitting of
the Kabai into two trives, but he acknowledged that the
oL (. Te

northern portion could not be_in favour of coming south.
He then read portions of the report of the Provincial
Commissioner on the attitude of the Chiefs in connectiamn
with the agreement, and the Secretary of State decided
that on that report he could not defend the proposed
move and t.hq situation must, therefore, remain as at

pr esent .
&
ES

I1V. KUNICIPALITY .

The next quéstion was that of handing over to
the n.unicipulity’fc’\gz?t\.ﬁ: assets in the shape of rents da-—
Government land which would enable that body to raise a
loan .

In answer to a question from the Secretary of
State Sir Percy explained that the net amount which would
be lost to t.he Protectorate revenues would be about £800

_He explamed tbat he did not propose any changa in the

situation of the Council, and he illustrated the dlfflcu].-
t1es of ‘;,he yreunt ug\utmn by %‘nomng he case of

g m %hmh preventa
& &.,;./ y

. farmers -
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farmers nﬁhga.;mg their lands . }us Company would be
bought om by the municipality &f—be-r—-ke could raise the
fundsfor” the purpose.

' Mr. Harcourt stated thathe was prepared to ap-
prove ‘of the geneml pnnc1ple and that he would wait
for the detaile which Sir Percy proposad Lo submit  aftler
which he would put Lo the Treasury the surrender of such
Crown lands as could be spared af ter due provision had
veen made for the prospective needs of the Government .

.

® V. _LOAk
Sir Percy stated that he regarded three measures

:4/%‘ as vitelly necessary to-day . (1) The Mombasa water supply,
%74 to cost £92000; (2) the Thike tramway,to cost £60,000;
t'/ ‘::1_4 and (3) the Kilindini pier to cost £100,0C0. Fe stated
. ’bjh;; trat a Glasgow firm had offered to erect a grain elevator: |
‘/ at & cost of £70,009 )and a pier to cost £100,000 in

-,v

,&

1/ return for a aubsi&y, of £4,000 per-annum,or to pub up Lhe

I\ elevator without subgidy if ‘the pier were erected by the
Government . The matter had ‘only recently been mentioned
to bim and he was, therefore, not in a position to give
more than an outline of the proposal.

4 ‘J, The Secretary of State invited Sir Percy to

‘“p\n forward the three schemes in detail for his considera

t.xon
lir . Hamcourt stated tbat, in particaler’ he
U. agread with Sir Percy's proposed reorganisation but that
o 21T ¢

<z Lhere was a difffculty &t present with regard to the

-

"\ disposal of certain individuals.
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Colonél Seely in the coming week as the Secretary of
State wouldbe in attendance at Windsor when Colonel
Theslgpr arrives and, therefore, would not be able ‘to -

téke part in it

VIII. RAILWAY RATES .

Sir'Percy Girouard referred to the practical

disadvantages in having ‘to obtein previous Treasury ap-
proval as regards the details of these rates.

The Secretary of State offered to raise with
the Treasury the question of native passenger rates, so
aa‘to leave the Governor a free hand to fix such rates
a8 would bring natives on to the Failway instead of as

at present walking hundreds of miles by the side of it.

JUB.

The proposed cotton scheme in Jubaland was dis-
cussed generally. It was dec1ded that it was unnecessary
to approach the Italian Goyernment at the present stage

of initial experiment .
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Col. Seely.

Mr. Harcourt.
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