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EAST AFRICA PROTF *TORATE .
== ~=es GOovEANMENT HOUSE |
NAIROBI |
BRITISH EAST AFRICA |
SRCRET. *
L 29th Oetober 1917. \

’ k ! have the henour to refer to ycur Seore:

despatch of April 15 on *he sutject of possible
territorial ad'ustments tetweon Fritish and [talian

rerritory in Fas® Africa

2. It appears to nmd that, shcild AnY territorial

concessions %“o lLtaly te decided upo~, the mintmam

area to te ceded migh*t consist of the town and

har' our of Kismayu, with an area of say 10 miles
surrounding ity this being the axtent of the Sultan's
dominions in Jubaland If trie were agreed to, it
would be necessary o0 provide certaln saf equards 1in
regpact of Fritish adninistration and trade. Such
saf aguards might be of the nature of a Britisi
concession at Vlmﬁyu, wi;:h a right-of-way to the
River Tuba whare goods in transit could be treated

as if in a bonded wareshouse.

3. As you are aware, {n January 1905, a small
area of land on the East slde of the town of
Kismayu was leased to the Ttalian Government for
the erection of a bonded warehouse and other
necessary
. THE RIGHT HONOURABLE w7 i
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neceégsary tuildaings. Tn addition, eufficiernt ground
‘en the fores'ore of the sPit lying %01t} <Ragt of the
pler was icaged for the erection ot & pler for *‘he
use of tre [talian Government, together wit) a

right-of-way from the sald piler %o the warehguge P‘"d

thence *> a point .- ‘e Juta River oprceite Bdumio
By Tecemle: 1418 tyae Trallan, “overrment had epent

£5,700 on th!s concessior arad had “herar Ll ifled
for a AA years' leage Tv's lease ham re »' teer

‘ssued tecausc ¢ “he ahsence of anv accurate and
ccmplete gurvey of ‘e area invelved. T™e *rrms

tre ccncesslor rovide for ‘re revers.on cf thre

area ard all btulld'nge t'ereon to tre Yritigh
overnment on the de‘ermination of the lrase ihe
Frivileges enfoyed hvy *“e [‘alian Jovernmen* are

as follows :-

la) It is at 1iberty to erec: such accommodationr
as may be necesesary for the temporary shelter )
of Ttalian troops landing at ¥ismayu en route
for Giumbo

(v) Import duties imposed on goods landed at the
pler to be erected by the Italian Government are
refunded in acoordance with the transit and
re-export regulations for the time being in
force in Pritish Rast Africa when the goods are

eventually removed to Italian territory.

At the same time the land leased ard the versors
residing thereon are subject to the laws and

regulations in force in British Bast Africa.

4. The terms of a British concession in an.

Italian tomship of Kismayu might be on“similar 1inds.
A



A special stipuvlation would be desiratble entitling
the Pritish fowernment to comstruct a railroad and
mctor road fiom the conceseicn area to ou'slde the

10 mile 1imit

The cepsicn of tre townghip of Filsna u would
necepaltate the creati.n cf & new headquar ‘ers foi
Rr “is! Tubalar d T).i{s could te epallimhed at
HYeliwalud, on -~ Juta kiver, K which is In every
reagpect more s ..'a’'le tvar ‘otwen It 18 a healthy
spot where s'cne, lime, f.rewood, ard water are
avallahle, a"d wrere trere ig a natural quas g
p.eamersg ard jlenty of room fcr ‘he ep*at lismment

cf a preoge:l laid ocu* townshr.p

lhe great otjeciion to such ar arrangement
appears, 'owever, o me tc be '.h, vulneral {11ty of
the whole of our adminis-raticn on the Ju'a hiver
should troutle witw T-al - arige. The prov.rcial
nead quar ters could be cu of f immediately, ‘ogether
wi'r all forces ard administrative posts on the
Juba Fiver. The railway, if consiructed, would te
lost, and the Italians would immediately be in a

positlon to seize Jubaland Qunul and unless Our

naval forces could regain possession of ¥ 1smayu

7. I therefore agree that the cession of Kismayu
would involve a cession of the Juba River Valley, and
the question to be considered ig therefore the amount
of territory which should be ceded. After giving
due consideration both to the topographical features
of the country West of the River Juba and to the
question of trival boundaries, I suggest that the
following area should be included in that to be ceded

to



to Italy if an: territorial adjustments at all are

to take place -

“he w cle c® .}e area Ras' of & lire from

the Sortrern Prcrtier alone - ung 41°1%', aue

q0utk to a point due Fag® or 'ieff ‘X T '\, thence
due Vegt to Iieff. <rence due South tC re
Lamu-Kismayu provincial roiindary , thence A.ond

guch bvoundar: o the sea.

uch a l.ne would give a well prctected

wilitary roundar; ap it would passe strougt *he
middle of -he ar ‘es- part of tra whole area The
wells anc -ater-hcles a* Ei1 VWak a'd Wajhe!r and “te

*ortan Swamp would be within Bri{cigh territory and
woild be administered as part of the Northern
“rontier Mawrict from vairobi. anclose a map 0On

wyich this gugrested Youndar, 1ie marked

9. 1+ wo .1d however te necessary, wher deciding
upon &an cession of cerritory ., +o insist upon a more
rigid observance of trivel Youndaries than hae bheer
done hitherto. oo long as Turaland remaing a part of
tritish Rast Africa it 18 no* 80 e-aen‘lnf to
confine the various tribes closely within specific
boundaries, indeed, owing to the fact that it bhae
not yet been possible to give effect to the scheme
proposed in 1914 for the agminietration of Tubaland
and the Northerm Frontier District, it would have
been impossidle to ao s0. But with a portion of
the area in gquestion nanded over to & Foreign Power
it is necessary thal tribal boundaries be clearly

defined and observed.

. e I cgomsider therefore that the new proposed

S i boundary
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Loundary line referred to above gnould he the

weg tern limii of movemert of tha Somal is, except as
recards the Avd Wak and Abdulla Somalia of the
Tanaland Provtnce. [f i~ had been possitle “o RgiVe
effect to tre 1914 proposale, and tyam to exercise
an efficien’ ccntrol over the domal! .ribtes, '° L}
protabl® tuat by now they would have heern dararred
from ancroac:ing 9N +he wells a> Kil Wak and Vali=l’
ag well ams the ToTian Cwamp . .ve present actual
+~a Qomall tribes is from Melkasala
r the Hiver Daua to ¥{] VWak (Marehan), t° Wajhel-
(mainly M 'wmed supeir), to Wes:. of the Torian
 wamp (Aulihan),k to gankuri o~ the Tara Rivar (A'dulla
and Ard Wak) c.ch 1imit is al’' PV ancroacitnert 97
recant date “he Marahan encroac-me~ ‘B8 taken
place within the lag* 3 years, the vonamed Zutelr
and Aul than within the last 10, ard *°° Atdilla and
A'd Wak somewhatl earlier = say 15 1 20 vears. D
sach case the movement has been a° tnhe expense Of
the Galla trites. "he Marehan encroac’ ment has
never been recognised. The Mohamed Zubel: right to
Wajhelr was partially recognised by Sir Percy
Girouard, but the Aulihan right to T,orian has never

been admitted.

10. By the removal of the Somalis from Bil Wak,
Wajheir, and “he Lorian, the water-holes and grazing
grounds will become available for various rthern

district tribes who have for some years past been

- gradually driven South and West by the Somali

pressure.

11. I should have preferred to have awalted the
r;‘ult of the meagures now being und er taken by
£ & ) Colonel




.'o:l.onu Barrott agaiast tie Aulihan ir the rieinlty
of Ccrcnn before mkiu definite repommandations

on this Qubject It ch‘rl o me that we ghould novw
geigs the oppor tunity of imposing our policy on the
Somalis to the West of the Juba with as 14tt1e delay
as possible. It is unfortunate that the outbreak

of war and the shorteze of stafrf from which we have
guffered during the past 3 years have prevented us
from taking the Somall @uestion £irmly in hand. It
would be very damaging to our prestige if we were bO
hand over the Jubaland Somall tribes tq another
administration pefore we bad firmly established

control over them.

12. I do not think that the line I have suggested
as the western boundary of the area to be ceded
could be varied in any way . It gould not de moved
gurtner Vest because it would then encroach or the
wells and watering places to which I have already
referred. And there is no partieular object in
delimitating 1t further to the Bagt. General Llewellym,
whom I have consulted on the military point of view
of the proposal, considers that it is as suitable as
oan be arranged and would still provide us with
gtrong defensive poste &« 7211 Wairand Wajheir. It
would nmot interfere with the administratien of the

Horthers ‘Prontier m‘trtet. sn‘. although communi-

c’g??n ie qu-{n. bozw nm and v.,umr. 1t~

s, o

_now been ‘oved' that M* convenient route
. ntm ‘Prace u;scm ﬁ ggeotson of Mount

thl‘. i nu_sq-u- on both
adminigtration,
e - botber .




beiter contrcl could be exercimed cver them, and

the spread and influence of Mohammedanism amongst
the other tribes could be more easily watched.

Apart from the Somali question, we should however be
conceding to Italy what may one day pro¥e to be a
very valuable and productive area along the Juba
River. At present a comparatively few pumber of
farms and plantations have been surveyed and alienated,
and bu’ little development has taken place, but the
Juba River Valley lends itsslf to large irrigation
proposals, and .. has been estimated that 750,000
acres of alluvial land on our side of the riv;r,
apparently equal in all respects to the best land

in Bgypt, could be put under cultivation without

any difficulty by means of irrigation. Doubtlese the
potential value of this land will be taken into
acgount ln‘ any negotiations which may be entered
into with the Italian Government, together with

the value of the harbour of Kigmayu, owing to the
lack-of any other port on the Benadir Coast, both to
the Italian Fleet as a naval base and as an outlet
of trade from Bouthern and Bastern Ab.so-igh.

\ :,"t have tmwm,‘\ '
E i e #tr,
Your mést obedient !;&‘nl‘umm,
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