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The study raises the questions of the effect(s) of the closure of Busaa

clubs (and ban on brewing of traditional types of alcohol) on the actual
activity of brewing or distillation and drinking of Busaa and Chang'aa.

The study presents the arqument that the closure of clubs and subsequent

ban on the brewing and drinking of traditionally prepared types of alcohol

had a negative effect than pre-supposed on brewing and drinking activities

of Busaa and Chang'aa. Indeed, one of the standpoints of this research is

the prediction (and subsequent proof) that the closure of clubs has been

the najor factor gontributing to the now acute problem of chang aa distillation
and drinking at an increased rate thap ever before.

|

{

A keen emphasis will be attached to the issue of the informal sector and

the factcres that lead to its emergence - unenployment will feature as the
key factor. In the discussion on the Informal Sector, it will be argued

for example that there is still alot of untapped wealth in form of taxation
in the Informal Sector - Wealth which could be utilised by the government for

economic development.



Introduction

This paper is part of the requirements of the Sociology 3:1:1 course,
University of Naircbi. The purpose of the topic on which I have chosen

to carry the research is to provide an Insight into the business of brewing
and drinking of Busaa:and Chang'aa especially in the rural areas.

Tt is to bring to the knowledge of the administration machinery the
comnteractions of the closure of Busaa Clubs and go further to suggest

what in effect could have been the best alternative fram the point of

view of the pecple effected much by the ciosure is the brewers and drinkers
of Busaa (majorly the common man in the rural areas nopularly known as
peasants) to solve the problem of excessive drinking of Busaa and or Chang'aa.

The paper is divided into four major chapters - as in the table of contents

next page. It tries to examine the issue of brewing and drinking of chang'aa
and/or busaa first from the framework of the Informal Sector: Buildingiit

to the emergence of Busaa clubs and Chang'aa distillation and the 1epercussiocns
of the closure of Bussa clubs. Then the discussion enters intc a more
statistical region that aims to critically examine each hypothesis and eventually
into the more relaxed arena of conclusion and recommwendations, It should

i

form a piece of easy but interesting pieace of work to the potential reader.

[a]



CHAPTER 1

1:1 PROBLEM STATEMENT

The aim of this study is to find out the effect(s) of the closure of Beer
halls (Busaa club-) in 1979, on the drinkers and brewers of Busaa.Further-
more, the study will examinc the consequences of this closure for the rate
of drinking and distiling chang'aa; i.e. has it changed in any way, has it
increased or decreased after the closure. It is also the aim of this study
to examine the relationship between brewing and distillation of chang'aa
respectively and sociocconomic factors like income, education, age and sox.
Status and occupation of the brewers and drinkers of these two 'traditional’

forms of alcohol.

Chang'aa distillation and Busaa brewing are classified among Informal Secpoq:

activities Mukui {1976.3). One of the factors that was instrumental” in my

decision-to choose this topic for study was one that has been mentioned by

1.L.0. {1972.223) that:-

- the Informal Sector has either been ignored in most
cases by the government as unproductive and earning
little for our economy, or when noticed, has faced
sporadic harassment from law - enforcement officers - "

From the peint of view of a sociologist, it is an area of profound
interest given the awareness that most (if not all) activities in the
informal sector have on most occassions been seen by government officials
as the cause of many problems in our society. For example, prostitution is
an Informal Sector activity and many people eg politicians have condemned
it (Publicly) as contributing largely to the problem of illegitimate
children (eg parking boys) without even as much as a thought to the root

of the problem is what drives people into prostitution. On_ the other hand,

brewing of traditional types of alcohol 1like Busaa especially in the rural

areas has been seen by many administration officers as a ._casual sector of
‘-‘-__-._-"—-_,__—-—-—""_-

C rdatlon.
Time 11ke murder, arson and also it has been seen as_a cause of retardation

?f_??”eiﬂpment strategies. These and many other perceptions of the Informal



-ector activities have contributed majcrly *- the general reactionof the
government and the public at large about most informal Sector actiities;
to the extent of undue harassment of even those who run Informal Sector
activities that are beneficial to a large section of the public - for

example fruit selling along the streets or clothes at open air markets.

Chang'aa and Busaa have become a real problem in as much as the behavior
of those engaged in these businesses interact with those who do not. In
courts for example, it has become a practice especially in rural areas for
people (the accused) to derend their crimes by saying that they were drunkl
when they committed the crimes they are accused of: Chang'aa has featured

prevalently in such cases.

In the fifth Development plan (1984 — 88) the government has stressed its
desire to develop the Informal Sector as a source of employment and try to
encourage more interaction between the formal and informal sector that has
existed before. This of course has not been the trend in foregoing years
{even I.L.0. notes this) . In most cases, the informal sector has been seen
not as an innocuous sector but as a 'Parasite' of the formal. (See discus-
sion in literature review). Given this change in attitude which must have
resulted from the seemingly indegatigable activities of these working in
the informal sector in the face of harassement from law - enforcers, the

informal sector provides an arena of interesting studies.

It is true that chang'aa and Busaa brewing and drinE}ng have inimical effects

on_the general behaviour of those involved; their relationship with their
families and society in general to the extent that they have warranted a
government decision to ban them. What then these effects are is an issue
of significance-ﬁhich though is not the basis of this study, but if forms
part of it .

The findings of this study will quite evidently cortribute to the already
accumulated knowledge on the informal sector as reiates to this specific
problem or topic and in the final analysis, the diliberations will form a
“rame of reference for government policy makers. Cf even further importance
will bé the search for an explanation as to why people who engage in these
activities (especially brewing of chang'aa and Busaa) have proved incorri-
gible and indifferent to the government's efforts to stop them from ca?rying

«ut thig activities.



Oné remarkable study has becn carried out on chang'aa by Prof. Acuda of the
department of psychiatry at Kenyatta Hospital. The study horever, was
entirely on psychatric effects of chang'aa drinking. Another study by

aﬁkcily Mwangi was done in Mathare Valley but it did not emphasize nor Jdumell
in detail on chang'aa ‘distillation cr busaa brewing. Other studies have

been done on prostitution (Prof. Muga), on drug abuse (Prof. Acuda, Dr. Yambo

1984), on parking boys, Kiosk business (Mukui 1976) and afew more on Infomal
Sector acfivities. This study will be emphatically on chang'aa and Busaa
without reference to other informal on the socio-economical aspects of these
activities for example, who (socio-economic status) engages in them, what*
they gain from them, the problems thgﬁencounter and what measures they think

can be employed to help them solve such problems.

1:2 LITERATURE REVIEW

1 have already mentioned above in the problem statement that chang'aa and
Busaa brewing are informal sector activities. The informal sector has been
defined as:—

"- an intermediate sector halfway between the traditional

sector (ie rural - small scale agriculture) and modern
sector (i.e. industrial activity)" jsu.ys (1976:3)

According to this definition, the informal sector is not rural or urban based
per~se sector, but a phenomenon of both setting«informal sector activities,
have also been classified into legitimate and illigitimate — with the former
including such activities like urban farming, shoemaking, manufacture of
beer, petty trading, shoe-shining etc. The former are legitimate because a
licence of operation can be issued unlike the latter case where licences
cannot be issued. Chang'aa and Busaa brewing are legitimate primary - cum

secondary informal sector activities. Mukui (1976:4-5)

The concept of informal sector has becn discussed in a number of articles

and papers which will be reviewed here. Such are articles by Cecily Mwangi

{1975), william House (1977) I.L.0. (1972). My paramount aim is not to

discuss the activities that take place in the informal sector, rather, it
is to unearth and discuss some of the fundamental factors that facilitate
its growth with special reference to the topic of Busaa brewing and Chang'aa

distillation as informal sector activities.



Many scholars have explained the emergence of theinformal sector as having been
majorly out of the lack of employment in the formal -~ector - i.e. the inability
of many people to acquire jobs in the formal sector and the factor that they
need money for their livelihood leads them to start business that are not

formal from which they can earn some money to meet their domestic requirements.

It is not however necessarily true to say that all those operating business in
the info rmal sector are unemployed elsewhere. Sume of them infact are employed
within the formal sector and carry out informal sector business as an alterna-

tive source of income to supplement their earning.

In our Kenyan context, civil servants have been accused by politicians of

running private businesses for example kiosks or matatu business through agents
employed to pose as the real owners. And recently, some teachers, lecturers at
the university and doctors were accused by !lembers of Parliament of operating
petty - shop keeping business etc. The question to address oneself to is

whether these businesses are undertaken as a way of supplementing one's meagre
salary or whether it is an aspect of 'get—rich—quickly’nature of the capitalistic

mode of productions.

Since unemployed features as the cmusal factor in the emergence of the infermal
sector, and not the above factors like supplementing one's earnings; I'll base
the discussion on thecauses of unemployment and how unemployment influences the

emergence of the informal sector. The I.L.0. (1972) report views unemployment

as a result of the:-

"~ Imbalance between the growth of the labour force,
the urban population, education and the overall growth
of the economy, and the imbalance between people's
aspirations of work and the structure of income and

opportunities."
I.L.0. (1972:223)

The above generalisation can be broken down further into the following points:~

{a) The rate at which the labour force and urban population (for the case of
urban informal sector) is growing is higher than the growth of job
opportunities in the §9formal sector.

{b) The expansion in education is not in harmeny with the overall growth in
economy and job opportunities for school leavers.

(c) People's aspirations and expectaticn: of work cannot be accommodated in
the present aconomic set-up given the income disparities and the distri-

oution of job opportunities. 1t .; also evident that the labour force



in the country continues *> expand every year as the populations of school
leavers increases and finds its way into urban areas; but the economy of the
country is faced with two contraints as it tries to deal with this problem.
There is the issue of lack of resources to expand and create job opportunities
to meet the demand and there is the problem of the job seekers aspiration that

arehigher than the available opportunities.

The problem of resources is not an easy one to discuss. It is an indisputable
fact that our country is faced with a simple but crucial problem of lack of
natural resources like fuel, minerals etc that are instrumental in the devélop-_
ment of industries which form tlie core of Jjob opportunities. It is an agricul-
tural oriented country and relies heavily on agricultural strategies to solve
her economic problems. With this lack of rescurces to expedite our economy,
the agricultural strategy remains inadequate as a source of income especially
for the small scale farmers compound by the increasing shortage of productive

land.

Often in most rural areas it is traditional for most patrilined societies for
parents to allocate land to thier children. Not all areas have succeeded in
this practice because of the diminishing sizes of land as the population
increases. However, even allocated such a piece or plot of land to start a
living with, a school leaver or drop out (or any other adult by traditional
definition) is faced with lack of financial backing that will unable him to
cultivate this land and produce anything substantial for his consumption and

probably for sale in order to obtain other necessary items.

Maize seed, fertilizers etc increase in prices every day and the question of
growing a cash crop a 1 acre plot is tentamount to inviting a shortage of
food because the crop will take years to mature in order to be sold for cash.
Morever, it will mean that such a farmer has no other place to plant a food
¢rop for the use by his only family and if the crop does not get a market, he

will be faced with a severe problem of shortage of food like the case of sugar

cane planters in Mumias.

cieneessans/B



It is not suprising then if such a school leaver migrates 1o the urban areas
(leaving maybe a wife Lo look after the farm) to try and obtain a job that
will not only be his major source of income, but one that will enakle him *-
save some money for his family at home so that they can (maybe) try td develop
the farm.

Dr. Clayton and Greenidge (1974) writing on unemployment in Kenya, supported

the I.L.0 observation that the unemployment problem in Kenya is not entirely
an "absolute shortage of jobplaces but an excess demand for jobs of a specific
kind." These are jobs that pay enough to obviate the need to seek alterati;e
or supplementary sources of incomes — jobs of the white collar kind such as

teaching, medical practitioner or clerical jobs.

One would want to find out why school leavers in general all over the country
aspire for 'white-collar' jobs and not any other jobs that could well be
paying enough to meet the necessary requirements. One of the explainations so
far brought forward is the nature of the family and social backgrounds of the
school-leavers (or any other person seeking for employment) and the other is
the type of education they receive at school that is supposed to prepare them

for their future lives.

The family backgroung includes parents who are either themselves successful
and of high socio-economic status or ordinary people who consider themselves
as 'unfortunate' or failures in life. The latter would therefore want their
children, given the opportunity of education to excel in their performances
and become 'big shots'. They refer their children to work hard and be like
these people. As for the well-to-do parents, they cannot imagine or visualise
their children as failures and a disgrace to the family - they should there-

fore do even better.

The social background is made of cultural values, forms of income activities,
beliefs and attitudes about the ‘'prosperous' person. Given even the same
education, a child from maasai does not share the same views about prosperity
as the child from Kiambu and this is mirrowed in their aspirations. Having
however, most likely been at the same school, their aspirations undergo certal
changes during thier interaction with fellow students from different soclial

backgrcunds and this leads them to develop desires or expectations far more



different from whatever tiiey could have been able to achieve in their
respective social background.

The kind of education the students receive at school and which they
mst use as their 'pass-key' to white collar jobs has been questioned
tco. They have been prepared by an education svstem that has
"remained geared towards meeting the manpower needs of the modern
sector of the econamy - the formal sector and white-collar jcbs"
House (1977:357). And according to Lockhart (1977:280), supporting
the point of view by House he sees the problem of unemployment

as emanating from a "Mis-match of the job opportunities of school
leavers and the actual jcb opportunities open to the majority

of them". Furthermore Lockhart arques that school leavers actuallv
believe that they have been educated for white collar jobs.

To address myself to the nature of education that is offered in
our schools that makes school leaver develorn this misguided notion
of white collar -dcbs, Todarv (1976) says that the education
System in this country has not equipped the graduates fram all
levels of education, with knowledge and skills that would have
enabled them to cary out more advantageous and investment geared
activities; formal or informal. Todaro further says that:-

"....the formal primary schcol education in Kenya is with
minor adjustments or modification., a direct transplant of
the colonial system. Bwhasis is put on literacy, numeracy
and learning a foreign lanqguage. The overwhelming goal

is to prepare the children to pass exams to proceed to
secondary school. The prioritv need of preparing most

of the students (those destined to spend their lives

living in rural areas) is given minimal attention".

Todaro (1976:275)

Todaro's observation does not apply only to formal primary education,
the same trend ig instrumental in secondary curriculum. Verv few
schools include professional courses in their curriculum - for
€xample carpentrv. agriculture and metal work. Though quite
Wnderstandbly, those schools that have incorporated such courses

in their syllabuses are purged with the prcblem of lack of

adequate capital to subsist them or offer a follow-up of the courses
at advanced level. The end result is that the effort is wasted and
the students who undertook such courses do not enjoy any
Professional advantage over their contemmoraties who never undertook

the courses.

R )



A budy formed to review the formal aducation in this country; the National
Committee on educational objectives and policies (NCEOP) ~ also recognised
the inadequacy of primary education as an instrument of equpping the child
who cannot make it to the secondary school with ample and necessary skills

to help him earn a living from the available resources at home. The body
therefore come up with the strategy of extending the formal primary education

to nine years. It said this about unemployment;

"— unemployment among the educated is increasing over time )
the education level at which serious unemployment is
experienced has risen and it affects these with technical

as well as those with academic education" NCEQP (1975:i279)

The NCEOP noted for example that the numbers of Primary School leavens not
offered form 1 places had risen from about 84.400 (1964-5) to 142.00 (1974-5)
— a percentage increaseof about 59.4.And so was the trend at '0' level and
'A' level. And the students who graduated in arts faculty at the University

of Nairobi were being pushed into teaching.

The proposal (though controversal) to delay the completion of Primary School
Education for another two yearS "would allow the majority of the leavers to
quit school around the age of fifteen to sixteen rather than thirteen to

fourteen" NCEOP (1975:279). This strategy was hoped to make it easier for the

school leavers to be absorbed into the labour force and as well, the two
years would be utilised to instil skills and knowledge and also to act as a
re-orientation to basic needs and income earning opportunities. It (the new
curriculum) would include pre-vocational skills, in particular those related
to agriculture and small scale business management. It would also seek to
alter aspiration (of the students) and attitudes in particular those relating
to agricultural work — focusing on ‘'‘self-reliance and self employment'
opportunities in the rural areas so that they do not depend on their parental
support all the time. The idea of Initiativeness and independency was there-
fore very key. The debate on education continues with another observation —
the 'differential opportunity' in acquiring it. If education were to be used
a2s the 'yard-stick' for determining who acquires a jop, +' - the opportunity
for acquiring the education has to be universally E&élifarién Contributing
£o the debate on 'differential opportunity was Todaro who made the following

vbaservations

ta.ooc.--‘/g\



"= the education system of any country reflects , .ne essential
nature of the society - If o society is egalitarian in its
economic and social structures then this will be reflected in

the education system. Education systems however, tend to perpe-
tuate, reinfurce and reproduce that economic and social structure"
Todato (1976:271)

Our Kenyan context is evidently not egalitarian in the distribution of her
financial assets and income earning opportunities ~ witnessed in the regional
disparities of essential income generating and facilitating resources for
example land, infrustructure etc. Todaro sees the institutional and socio-
economic structures in Kenya as catering primarily for the middie and uppe}
income groups - education is not an exception. I may not agree entirely with
Todaro's observation because it would seem that our efforts in harambee self-
help projects are not in any way beneficial to the lower income group. Efforts
have also been made by the government in the form of the primary education to
ensure that all Kenyans acquire minimal education. It is true that the scheme
is not perfect wholely since parents- are required to pay other funds, buy books
and uniform etc; but in essence, children are not harassed as before and at
least it is an effort towards higher literacy and higher chances of getting
minimal education than it has ever been before. So it may not be as serioas

as Todaro gees it.

Also, at Secondary school level, Bursary schemes have often come to the rescue of
many a stranded student even though they are frequently sabotaged by influential

persons for their ‘own personal use.

Disparities exist in several ways in the education system of our country. One
of them is the unequal distribution of schools especially those run by the
government and are therefore more likely to have a higher standard of education
offered than those run on harambee basis. There is also the unequal expansion
in self-help harambee schools — resulting from the inter-regional disparity

in distribution of resources and income earning activities. Without any doubt

People in Kiambu for example are better equipped to raise mo ney towards

harambee thap those for example in Kitui.

A U
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Schools in Xenya are a.so divided into high-cost and low-cost -
serving a cliche of people from differenct incame brackets. AaAnd

as such, the quality of education in these schools would not be the
same resulting in poor verformances in low—-cost schools that do not
have the same facilities like those in high-cost schools. Though
not all those who attend high-cost schools do hetter at examinations,
but it is prestigious to be in such schools and this affects the
chances of getting a job after camletina school.

A good majority of those who attend high-cost schools came fram
well-tcdo families and as I have alreadv said above, they are likely
to have influential parents with connections in ‘right' (strategic)
places that facilitates the accuisition of jobs by their children.

The end result is that even those who have passed their examinations
from low-cost schools still cannot camete with their counterwvarts
from high-cost schools (who may have failed their examinations) in
their struaqgle to get a job or a training course due to this

marental influence, in places suitahle for acquiring a job.

The orocess of 'selection' continues at the level of advancement

in education. Not every student has a chance to finish his education
at any given level. There are still high demands for school funds,
uniforms and books that varents have to forfeit certain basic
requirements to meet these demands. Many children howevey, though
they may finish their formal primary education, but they cannot
advance to secondary school because the advantage of 'free' education
does not extend to this level - their futures are doamed because they
are not equipped with any skills apart fram writing and reading to
start trving to earn a living.

A good majority of those who have been forced ocut of school for
reasons like getting mreqrant (for girls) or who have been unable to
further their education fcr one reason or the other flock to urban
areas to join relatives and try to look for any kind of job - thouah
same of them cane wgth nre-determined minds as to what they want to
do. Their fajlure to obtain what they had aspired for according to
TODARO "...... drives them into the informal sector to start their own
businesses orwork. for proprietors.." Todaro (1976 : 280) Most of those
who reached a high level are underemployed in the formal sector as
Messengers or sweepers because they are desperately in need of a job,
regardless of the terins of work. They may be employed in low product .v.
areas - often on daily basis - but still work for irregular and often



long hours in return for very low rewards (example of shop attendants).
To supplement their low pay, some camnbine 'regqular’ work with ‘off--

y the-job businesses which range from petty shop-keeping (often with
goods stolen from their places of work) to the selling of illicit
beers bought from 'wholesale' brewers. This of course is not
just evident in urban areas but also quite prevalent in rural areas.

The unlucky lot of dropouts at all levels without qualifications,
failures etc have an even more uphill task to face. In urban areas,
they become ayahs, matatu conductors, (manambas) kiosk attendants,
shamba boys or become street hawkers selling goods like sweets,
cigarettes and fruits. And many others roam streets day and night
contributing to congestion, pickpocketing and pilfery. In the rural
areas, most of them do not want to became 'servants' to other people
and whereas same of them join their parents to work on the farms

or run petty businesses (like village kiosks), others remain idle
(often qumsheoing in market places) and still a good percentage
start petty businesses on their own that range from selling farm
pProducts (like groundnuts, cane and bananas) to more 'hard-core!
ones like selling local beer bought fram ‘wholesale brewers or

they themselves undertake brewing and distillation.

Actual brewing or distillation is done by mainly those in their

teens or twenties with the supervision of their parents. The younger
ones act as scouts on the lookout for the police or participate

in fetching water or firewood necessary for the activity. Independent
brewers (therefore those who brew withoutthe help of their parents)
are to hypothesise, mostly young persons (both male and female)

and those in their middle ages. The age groups range from 20-30
years and 31-49 years. And fram the above discussion I hypothesise
also that the majority of brewers are either of low education or

not whatsoever.

ﬁ' The informal sector is a haven for many lucrative trades, I.L.Q argues
that given this abundance in job opportunities in the informal sector,
entry into it is a free for all exercise, likewise MUKUI (1976) holds

the same view. He says for example that:
". .. Not all those in the informal sector have been pushed into

there ciraumstances. Some who have no job orientation simply
migratgy +o urban areas to look for work, in or out of the formal

sector",: MUKUIL (1976:5).° I (e i 4 7
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In his research on kicsk business, Mukui found that the owners of the
kiosks were old people cvrer forty yers of age and uneducated. They
employ young people even up to 'O' level standards as attendants.

Yet the owners themselves have no intention of looking for jobs in the

formal sector.

AT do not however, share the same views as Mukui or the I.L.O as concerns
entry into the informal sector. As 'free' as it appears, the survival of
one in the informal sector is based on who he is -~ ie his status in the
society (for example the case of civil servants who run informal sector
activities), one's own cunning (when it comes to evading the police or
city commission officers) and of importance, the connections one has
made with influential people who can o&fifer 'protection' so that he is not
harassed.

If one were to conduct a survey of hawkers or street-vendors, the majority
are 'protected' - that's they are linked to either Concillors, Politicians,
Police officers, Special branch or C.I.D officers in order to stay in
businnes. Same of them acquire this protection by virtue of being related
to such people (eg. wives, ocousins etc), others pay for such protection.
It is not easy to get the evidence for this because most of those people
feel that they may jeopardise their businesses if they divulge such
information. But during the campilation of this research, I had the luck

of talking to a shoe-repairer near the Halls of residence of the University
of Nairobi and what he told me was very shocking. He actually claimed

that he pays a minimal amount of Sh.20 weekly to Special Branch Officers

in order to continue working at this place (which is out of the jurisdiction
of the University). OQuite evidently, I had the chance to witness the
transaction one day as a Sh.20 note was passed to two shabbily dressed men
(though quite clean shaven) and my shoe-repairer friend after their departure
confirmed they were Special branch officers - anyone witnessing the episode
would never have known or suspected anything in the attire the officers

Were dressed. )
And ag if in confirmation of the 'protection' issue, the same day, 2
Carton-hox shanty home near the Naircbi primary was pulled down. And it was
rumoured it was because the owner had not paid his dues to same city commisic
Official and that is why the askaric pulled it down. Evidently no other
Shanty home was destroyed even though there are about five of them at this
Place,
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~ The issue of protection extends to the rural areas as wetl. Though
here, it is mostly to those ryunning businees like brewing. For the

case of the site of this research, Idakho, I have often witnessed
cases where a brewer pays either by cash or in kind (eg a bottle of
chang'aa) an administration officer so that the brewer is not harassed
during raids. The most corrupt officers are Assistant Chiefs, chiefs
and administration officers.

Apart from protection, - to continue with the debate on "free" entry
into the informal sector —is the issueowerlooked by Mukui and the I.L.O.

t-This is the issue of capital to use for starting business in the informal

| sector. One needs quite a substanial amount of money to get his business
off the ground. In most cases the capital comes before protection -
therefore whoever is offering the protection also funds the person who
wants to start business with starting capital with which to buy apparatus
of material (eg carts — mikckoteni) necessaxy for the business. Others,
without offering protection, provide money to run the business but share
the proceeds with the seller - such is the case of cloth-delers. It is
an investment that is even prevalent in rural areas.

Chang'aa distilation also needs capital with which to buy all the necessary
equipment. Though borrowing is allowed at a fee, (about Sh.15 per item
borrowed) but many brewers prefer to buy their own equipment. Often, teachers,
civil servants (especially administration officers) join in the business by
offering the necessary capital as loans. These may be repaid at any convinient
time after the sale of the liquor with a percentage increase - which makes
them safer than bank loans that need security to quarantee repayment (More—so
tne loans are granted at owner's risk).

Mvangi (1975) in her study of the Ummarried women of Mathare found that they
Operate a miltiple nuwber or business that includes urban farming, prostitut’ -
and brewing. The influx of people into such business increases year by

Year -~ due to the "inability of the formal sector to provide job oportunities
for the increasing population” I.L.O (1972:224) This argumenti. is supported
by Tadaro who says that during the 1970's, there was an output of about
200,000 pecple a year from all levels of education, yet there was only an
eXpansion of 30,000 a year job opportunities during the same period.



| MWANGI (1975) also says that the majority of those engaged in brewing
illegal brands of beer are women. In the rural areas, this might not
be the case; Idakho for example shows no special sexual division
(or disparity) . Fram a casual observation both sexes are well
represented. As for the drinkers there is a clear male dominance but
the ages for habitual drinkers is similar to that of the brewers.
Quoting DR. NDETEI, DOROTHY KWEYU (a DAILY NATION COLUMNIST) in one
of her essays on alcoholism (1983) says that the age for excessive
drinking is between 20 - 29 years and 40 - 49 years. For the Idakho
cantext, I hypothesise the age bracket is 20 ~ 49 and male dominated.

Having thus dealt with the question of entry into the informal sector,
I will now tum to the last — though quite major factor in the emergency

of the informal sector.

This is the question of lack of land. A large number of pecple are
forced to migrate from the rural areas to urban areas to lock for jobs
because they do not have land (or enough of it) to support themselves
(and their families). Commenting on the issue of landlessness in the
rural areas I.L.C sayc that:-

" .. ..the imbalance in the earnings in rural areas and

urban areas is euch that in the rural areas, land is the

only source of econamic development. Without land (or
even with it to hypothesise) there is the need for cash, cash
for taxes, school fees harambee funds etc ....". L.L.Q (1972:225)

Lack of land (or inadequate supply of it) drives many rural folks
whether_young or old to seek direct sources of cash. The lucky few
get employment in places like schools - as watchmen, farm labourers
etc. But the majority have two major courses of action - either to
migrate to urban areas to look for paying jobs or start small-time
business like selling fruits, vegetables, miraa etc. Others undertake
more risky businesses that include what MUKUI (1976) terms 'illegitimate’
infommal sector activities — for example robbery, smuggling etc.

As for my site, (and a good many other places) a large nunber turn to
brewing traditional beers or drinking and sitting at roadsides.

A casual chservation will thus generate the hypothesis that most of the
brewers in rural areas (including Tdakho) are either peasants OL
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those who are traditionally referred to as ‘nocr' (see operational
definition).

CLAYTON (1974:8) also contributes to the question of land. According
to him however, it is not so much the issue of lack of land, but the
‘tnequal distribution' of it. This is certainly the case for our
Kenyan context. It is well known that there are people in Kenya
with fertile chunks of land enough to be sub-divided into plots
enough to be utilised by another one hundred people. Sawe people

do not even cultivate them. Yet in other places, there are squatters
with hardly a plot to build a house.

Though this unequal distribution of land is one of the aspects of
our econamy or mode of production, but then it is inevitable that
sare people should own so much when others do not have anything. It
is also inevitable that those who do not have such assets like land
will turn into informal sector activities (though they are joined by
even those who have such assets). Poaching, hawking, brewing are
same of the most prevalent.

Furthermore and of significance is the cbservation by I.LO. that:

"Incames earned in the informal sector activities (especially
in rural areas) are significantly higher than same earned

by working for example as a wage labourer cn small farms

or incomes received by farmers tilling small plots of land"

I.L.O. (1972:224)
To illustrate this point, I will given an example of Chang'aa or
Busaa brewing. A drum of Busaa grosses about shs. 250 (see Chapter
3). Minus the cost, the profit is about shs. 70. Assuming that the
brewer will prepare a total of four drums in one month, he is
expected to have a profit of about shs.300. A wage labourer on the
other hand, especially in rural areas - (like those working for
wealthy people) normally earn between shs.200 and shs.250 per month.
And on most occasions, are not paid regularly. As for the farmer,
his income comes after the harvest - if he has any surplus for sale
and therefore he cannot equal the brewers unless he has a large famm
Or land and/or grows a cash crop like tea. Chang'aa profit are even
higher (see Chapter 4). Fram this information, I further hypothesise

s



that lack of assets that generate income (or lack of job opportunities)
leads people into brewing Chang'aa or Busaa as alternative sources of

incame or as a way to supplement their meagre earnings.

Though no writer has yet talked about this, but the sporadic
harassment of pecple in the informal sector for example brewers in
Mathare or in rural areas like Idakho reached a climax in 1979 when
PRESIDENT MOI issued a directive to District Cammissioners to consult
with wananchi over the issue of beerhalls (Busaa clubs) and came up
3w1th a solution as to whether they should continue to operate or not
> and whether any new beerhalls were to be licenced. (see details

%C‘l’lapter 3).

Speculating on the consequences of this move- when most District
Commissicners had ordered the closure of every beerhall in the juris—-
diction without even asking for public opinion - the then Editor in
Chief of the 'DATLY NATION' MR. GITHI, predicted the "inevitable
increase in brewing and drinking of other brands of beer” (i.e Chang'aa,
beer and whisky), since they had not been included in the directive.
DAILY NATION, EDTTORIAL, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14TH 1979:4

From a casual cbservation of the situation in Idakho and other parts
of the country, the editor Mr. Githi was not far fram the truth.
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brand of beer available in most rural areas (like Idakho) and even
urban areas, was Chang'aa. And many pecple despite the fact that

distillation of Chang'aa was illegal (since it had never been legalised)

tumed to distillation and drinking of Chanj'aa. One thing became
clear, if one were to be arrested because of brewing, then it better

be something worth the effort and risk.

Busaa, though cheaper to prepare (due to cost) was not as profitable
as Chang'aa and therefore many pecple (brewers) opted for Chang'aa.
As for the drinkers, with the subsequent scarcity of Busaa, they
turned to the one 'cheap' and available brand of beer - Chang'aa.

;} To hypothesise; the closure or order o close beerhalls by District
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Commissioners actually resulted in an increased distillation of
Chang'aa (and its consumption) though it resulted in a decreased
brewing and drinking of Busaa.

To summarise then,let us turn to same of the recommendations that have
been advanced by several writers. LOCKHART (1977) sees the

solution as lying in the efforts to change the attitudes of school
leavers and their aspirations, 'in particulars, these relating to
agricultural work' LOCKHART (1977:279). Of the same view is TODARO

who thinks that to facilitate such a change in attitude:

" ..... Only an increase in rural incame opportunities can
reduce the rural-urban wage difference (the basis for
aspirations for white-collar jcbs) and hence curtail
migration to urban areas in search of jdbs. Since Kenya's
econamy is dependent on agriculture, it is only abvious
that the agricultural sector should be developed so as to
create employment opprtunities of the same magnitude as in
urban areas" TODARO (1976:273~4)

Similarly MUKUI as well as I.LO. have expressed the need to develcop
the informal sector as well as the agricultural sector. MUKUIL for
example criticises some writers like KAPLINSKY (1975:224) who argue

that the informal sector is a 'parasite' of the formal sector:

" ..... to argue that the informal sector is a parasite is
analogous to viewing Kenyas' development as being parasitical
rather than dependent for relying on foreign technology. The
future of the informal sector depends on the attitude of the
planners towards the poor" MIKUI (1976:9)

MUKUI further argues that the volume of trade between the formal
gector and informal sector is very large. Low income earners in the
formal sector are buying more fram the informal sector. What the
informal sector does is to provide the formal sector with goods and
services at very low prices - for example food and clothes. Busaa
and Chang'aa are no exception - many people, even those who can
afford it, are shifting from beer to drinking Chang'aa (CX3). Others
take it as an appetizer before they start drinking other brands of
alcohol - this it is understood, stimulates the action faster (an

effort to beat the increasing prices of liquor).

The informal sector, says MUKUI, is characterised by 'indegenous
resources' and labour intensive technology. It therefore has the
% ad___"?_ntage of not being a drain of foreign exchange either as:
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*...Payments for inputs or for the repartriation of profits -
hence it can only be exploited by the international econamic
system through the 'formal sector'". MUKUI (1976:14)

I.L.0. on the other hand sees the solution to facilitating a

change of attitude in jcb seekers aspirations as contained in
g e development of the informal sector so that job

LY

opprtunities in this sector are as campetitive as those in

the formal secto"” I.L.O (1972:226).
From these arguments it is understandable and quite clear that no
one method can be employed to solve the unemployment prablem in
Kenya. The education system has to be reviewed, though not
necessarily as to put an emphasis on technical aspects as same
people see it (because this would still lead to a flooding of the
market) but as to have a contextual application or meaning in our
Kenyan society. Given that we are agricultural-oriented, this sector
should be given more emphasis in schools than any other. Agriculture
has the immediate limiltation of land but if we can produce enough
to afford to export same, this can eamn gy extra foreign exchange
which would be utilised in developing agriculture. Indeed as the
editorial in DATLY NATION says:

» _.It is important to appreciate that the only way to
increase employment opportunities is to raise productivity.-~
Coupled with a rise in the quality of goods and services,

this would expand the econamy and this would in turn, increase
job opportunities.." DAILY NATION, EDITORIAL FRIDAY, APRIL

20, 1984:6.

The land tenure issue has to be reviewed so as to curb the
ermassing of large 'shambas' by a few individuals while others starve
for lack of a plot to plant even just a little maize for family
consumption. Even them in the rural areas, there has got to be a policy
fornmilated that will entail the use of some measures that will be

taken against those who do not utilise their lands though they are very
fertile and spent their time brewing Busaa or drinking and loafing

at market places.

The informal sector has to be given a second thought and actual
Measures taken to find ways of tapping the money generated in this



sector by taxation or licensing so that the sector contributes to

our economjc development. In any case, the funds used to raise the

personnel that is involved in running after those operating ..
"legitimate' businesses in this sector can be used to promote them.
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CHAPTER 2

METHODOLOGY

2:1 HYPOTHESIS

The literature review that precedes this chapter has generated the
hyootheses numbered below. The hynotheses arise fram the discussion on
several issues in the literature review among which is the key concept
of unernr)];g\gge.nt. All the hvpotheses centre on the topic of

brewing and distillation of Busaa and Chang'aa respectively as they
interelate with variables like sex, age, status and occupation of

the brewers and drinkers. All the hyootheses given below will be
examined in Chapter 4 on data analysis to determine their credibility.
Listed below then are the hyvotheses for quick reference and also
after tham cames a sub-section on omerationalisation of variables.

1. The closure of cluhs resulted in a noticeable increased rate
of distillation and drinking of Chang'aa but a decrease in
brewing and drinking of Busaa.

2. TPeasants and other people usually referred to as voor form the
largest portion of brewers and drinkers of either Busaa or
Chang'aa.

3. Brewing and drinking activities for both Busaa and Chang'aa
are deminated by peonle with low or no education at all.

4. A large portion of the drinkers are of youthful age (0 - 49 yrs)

_than old ages (50 and over years) and mostly males.

5. Lack of job cpportunities (or unemployment) leads people into
brewing Chang'aa and/or Busaa as alternative sources of inccme.

21



2:2 OPERATTRNALISATION OF VARIABLES
HYPOTHESIS VARIABLES INDICATORS
1 Independent - closure -~ Directive to ~lose
Busaa clubs clubs @where the public
has agreed to the
directive).
Derendent ~ Increased = Nunber of brewers, "
rate of Chang'aa distil- drinkers, cuantity
lation and drinking brewed, frecquency of
Decreased rate of Busaa brewing, cuantity drank
brewing and drinking and sold before and
after the ban/closure
2 Indenendent - Occupation| -Type of work (occupation)

- Status
Dependent - Brewing
and drinking of Chang'aa
and Busaa

-Size of land, cattle
-Number of peonle brewing
and drinking Busaa/Chang'aa
in relation to indepe-
ndent variable. _

>

—

Indenendent - Education
Denendent - Rrewing /
distillation of Busaa

Ievel achieved
responses in
questionnaire (see no.2)

and Chang'aa

4 Inderendent - Age NMumber of years

- Sex Male/Female

Dependent - Drinking see above 2
of Busaa/Chang'aa

5 Independent - Unemploy- | Type of work - Number
ment of people working
Dependent - Brewing as ahove
and distillation '

e ——
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2:3 Definition of Concepts and Terminclogy (operational)

1. WHOLFSALF BUYFR

One who buys (purchases) Chana'aa or Busaa not in bottles,
glasses or tins, but in five-litre or 20 litre cans (for Chang'aa)
or 5 litre cans and kettles (large — for Busaa).

He is also known as 'MINDLEMAN' (literal translation fram
MIJKOMROLI). He later sells what he has bought at a higher nrice.

2. WHOLESALE BREWER

One who brews in large cuantities or continuocuslv using mostly
drums as a measure (instead of nots). PFe also brews for a number
of times not less than 4 in a meriod of one month.

3. FACTORY

The nlace where most of the brewers gather to distill Chang'aa
(Busaa is brewed at hame) - especially along river banks.

4. POOR

Operational definition for Idakho context (traditionally) is

a person without land or with a small plot of it (not exceeding

10 acres). A perscn who has no animals (e.g cattle) or verv few of
voor health and are not more than 10 in number.

5. PFASANT
Those farmers who cultivate their small (about 2 - 5 acres)
nieces of land in the rural areas and use the oroducts as food
for the family without sale of surplus. (Note: the size of land
is contextual - apnlies onlv to Idakho).

6. INCOVE
What the hrewers obtain fram the sale of their distilled Chang'aa
Or Busaa brewed regardless of the costs.

7. PROTECTION

A taerm used here to refer to the situation where a hrewer has
offered either cash or alcohol or anv other inducement to
administration officers (or anv other person with authoritv) so
so that he is not harassed or arrested durina raids.
Note: The term also amolies to other neonle in informal sector
activities.
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8, UNEMPIOYED

Used here to mean those who are not working for anv wages or
salarv. It also refers to those who do not have land or have
only a small plot (less than 1 acre) and therefore do not
cultivate for crons - (they are therefore not reasants).

2:4 Site Selection

I had two alternatives to mv choice of the site for this study -
either in an urban settina or in a rural setting. I decided not to
choose Nairabi because a studv had heen done in Mathare valley on
brewing activities. The other likely nlaces of where brewina
activities are cammon are FldAoret, Kitale and Kakamedqa though
Makuru and parts of Central Province urban centres also exnerience
the nractice. However, resources (funds) were limited to allow me
to stav at an urban centre where I would have to oay for
accanmodation and therefore I decided to extend the study on
informal sector activities to the rural areas - though this was
not the first time for such a study (of Nairohi University Team
1977).

Initiallv, the resear~h was meant to encampass the whole of
Tkolamani Division - consisting of two locations i.e Iddkho and
Isukha. However, I was advised by my sunervisor to concentrate
on Idakho only due to the large size of the division.

The choice of Tkolamani (Idakho) was also due to my familiarity
with the area as a resident there. It was an added advantage
because most of the respondents nroved helpful even though they
feared the information they were qiving out would incriminate them -
but at least: they took me as one of their own children and not

a stranger. Since the location of Idakho consists of onlv one
Sub-ethnic group, there was no lanquade barrier and this was
advantageous since most of the resnondents were either illiterate
or could not understand English (and/or Kiswahili) even though

they could read and write in Iuhya having been to school but dromoed

out on lower lewvels.
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I had also out of curiosity and mersonal interest sment cuite

a long time with brewers and drinkers near my hame and equimped
myself with general knowledge about brewing and drinking of
either Chang'aa and/or Busaa and this nroved verv helpful
especially when same respondents became hesitant and unwilling
to answer questions and therefore resorted to telling lies about
the activities.

2:5 Technicues of Data collection

Chang'aa distillation has already earned itself a name as a
sensitive issue on political and social levels. As such, people
are.prone to be less enthusiatic about answering cuestions about
it for fear of incriminating themselves. Any technicue adonted
for this study to tav information fraom the people has to be

a technicue that involwves intensive inter-action (face to face)
with them so as to create a ranvort in order to ease the inevitable
tension that will cbviocusly nrevail between the veonle and the
researcher who will be branded an informer or goverrment C.I.D.
I have therefore adonted all the available methods that proved
aderquate at varying stages with a few irregularities especially
in the intervies schedule.

A. Interview schedule

This was delivered in two orocedures. The first was a structurally
formulated interview - therefore the cuestions were prepared and
written on a sheet of naper and read (not necessarilv in the same
order) to the responylent, who answered them in his or her own

words without being given a choice of answers. Thev were open-ended
questions - for examle; what were the functions of Busaa in the
traditional cammmity? The informants were in a way 'key informants'
and their answers were reccrded in a notebook and then later camiled
to form what appears here as the 'Historical backeground' in

Chaoter 3,
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The first stage in ~taining these 'kev informants' was to find
out fram the local headman (LIKURIJ) in each reswective sub-location
and other hand-picked drinkers and brewers of exnerts in the
field of brewing - by virtue of their age, duration in brewina and
where necessary by the quantities they brewed. The most eligible
ones were old men or wamen ahove 5N vears of age. From each
sub~location I chtained at least one key informant bringing the
total nunber of resmondents to 10 out of eight sub-locations.

In two sub-locations i.e Madivini and Shikulu, I obtained two from
each of them - the two added were former club-owners at Shisejeri
and Shikulu markets and so thev sunnlied information about clubs.
No sinale merson has credit for aivinag the information in this
section because all the information was camwiled into one Chaoter.

The cbvious bias in choosing the right key informant was reduced by
not accenting the choice of the headman nor his friends as the
final word but by also consulting with a few brewers and drinkers
until we came to a consensus. In order to get the most suitable key
informant therefore, I first spend a few minutes or an hour at a
drinking place on the first day of the visit to each sub-location
where I could talk to the drinkers and brewers nresent at the
session to establish to them the nature of the research and also
to try and get the key informant. I tried not to carry out any
research on this day about the oroblem of hrewing and drinking
unless I obtained the key informant quickly.

The second procedure was the cquestionnaire. This was the key method
of the research. Copies of the questionnaires had heen nremared
beforehand without any tanaible form of identification (like a
place for the name of the resmondent) but for my own purpose, I

had numbered the questionnaires fram 1 to about 150. A few of

the resoondents could read and write in English and I gave them the
questionnaire to fill themselves. However, durina the first two
weeks of the research in which I spent in my own sub-location in
order to get acquainted with the methads, I discovered the
limitation of the cuestionnaire — necole were not ready to have
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what they were saying recorded on the cuestionnaire exceot for
those who could real and write in English and did not see anvthing
irreqular with the procedure.

I was forced therefore to adant the cuestionnaire technique in two
ways. First, I persuaded a close friend of mine - a form four
school leaver who drinks both Busaa and Chang'aa to act as an
'agsistant'. Although this may be irreqular but I found it was
not easvy for me to walk to drinking nlaces and start interviewing
reople straight away when in fact I was not a drinker of either
tyne of alcohol and therefore had no right tc be at the session -
since it is not eay to trace anvy drinker at home.

The work of my 'assistant' - a habitual drinker of any alcchol, himself,
was two fold; to introduce for me to the brewers and drinkers about
the research and convince them of my 'cleanliness' - i.e not a C.I.D.
The other function after this was to anpear for me when I delivered

a questiomnaire to a person or a resmondent who knew how to read and
write in English. I had briefed him about the whole research and

he was familiar with the questionnaire and therefore his job was to
help the respondent fill in the answers whenever the respondent had
prablems in cawprehending a questicn. However, even so, 1 tried

+o be near so that I could offer helo or sumervision since it was

an irreqular procedure. The respvondents who came under my
'assistant's' guidance were rostly standard eight or seven drop-outs
but those of higher academic qualifications (or lewvel) were left

on their own unless they requested my presence. Avart fram this
'assistant' was of course the local headman for each sub-location
(the one they called ‘Senior' or overall) and one or two of drinkers
who also were helpful as I have said about the key informants - these
ones however were temporal and I obtained or replaced them in each
sub~location and tock others fram the new sub-location.

The other adaptationwas more tediocus and also irreqular but there
was no option. The resnondents who could not read nor write proved
very sceptical about the whole business. As such, they were very
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hesistant and concerned about their resnonses beinag entered on the
cuestionnaire paner - because as they argued, the wamer would be
brought to Nairobi and thev would be traced easily from its
contents. It may appear illotical but one must understand again
that I was dealing with mostly illiterate people who are very
sensitive to anything that locks official and even so, samething
touching on their safety in societyv. These pecple had heen
harassed frequently day and night about Chang'aa and therefore, due
to the heavy fines, imprisorment etc, they were very sure that time
had come when they were to caught easily. The questionnaire,
though it did not recuest for any names, but all the same, it was the

L]

evidence the qovernment wanted in order +o catch them.

The majority of these neople therefore refused to have their
responses (having been very heloful and understanding to release
them - to their own child) written on the official vamer. I am
sure, if another researcher went back to the same area {(even now
that raids have intensified) he would not get any replies to his
questions. So I had to prepare sevarate sheets of paper - rough
locking - to record on the information. The plain papers had no
nunbers on them although I identified them myself by secretly
writing a murber on each of them so that at the end of each day,
I re-entered the information on the questionnaires. To facilitate
this, I had a copy of the cuestionnaire fram which I read the
question and translated them simultaneously into Luhya, and
several sheets of vaper onto which I wrote the answers. For
example, Questicn 1 on the questionnaire would be answered as

below on the sheet of papet:
Q. 1 (a). 395/= per month.

Whereas question 14 (section B) could be answered as :
0. 14 (b) 2 times, 1% vears, 6 months.

On the questionnaire, this information could be recorded later.
The respondent would of course feel that the sheet of vaper alone
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“ould not crucify him or her and answer the questions accordingly.
At the end of each day - having interviewed 4 to 6 people, or
less, I would now enter the information on the questionnaires.

Prohlams ecountered

I did not encounter anv nrohlems with the choosing of the key
informants nor canvincinag them to talk about Busaa or Chang'aa. I
was known as being interested in 'Utamaduni’ - having once carried
out a research on traditional oral literature (stories and tales)

in the same area, and to the informants, it was like a continuation,
since no single question called for versonal involvement.

The District Officer had also requested the peowle to he heloful
and although they were sceotical, but gave me what they could.

With the other respondents, it was in a way tedious to re-write
the answers on the cuesticnnaires at the end of each day, but

this was the only problem since I wrote all they said without
trving to memorise anything — which could end in loss of information.
No information was therefore lost thXough transmission. The other
likely flow of the auality of answers was limited by my already
gathered information about Chang'aa and Busaa brewing - during the
time I have spoken of above. Without questioning the answers
given, I would be able to detect a lie on any question. In such a
case when I detected a lie, I would stop using the auestionnaire
andt:cytota]_karoundthequestionIhadaskedsoastoverify
the validity of the answer. In all chses, this paid dividends

because I would then get the rightful answer,

For example, if I asked a brewer how many times he brews per
week and he said three times (not very possible for Chang'aa or
Busaa because of the duration of the fermentation nrocess -~

3 - 4 days for Busaa and 5 - 7 days for Chang'aa) T would then
know she or he was lving either intentionally or ignorantly.

I would then start discussing about the vrocess until I found

out how he/she organised in order to brew that mmber of times



and in the end he/she would agree with me that it would not be
possihle to make it — unless the persor. was a wholesale brewer
and actually brewed both Chang'aa and Busaa simultanecusly.

b)), Particimant observation

It was the most tricky of all the methods because of the fact

that I do not drink either Busaa or Chang'aa. But my 'assistant'’
again came to my rescue. With him, we could vis:i.t drinking places -
and while he drank and joked with other drinker, he would at the
same time try to obtain respondents for me. This method was

the one I used to get the drinkers for my guestionnaires. The
only difference here was that most of them had known about the
research since by this time I had already interviewed the brewers
and word had spread about it. In each sub-location, the interview
for drinkers came last. This 'hidden' participant chservation
technique was alsoc used to gather any valuable information about
generally the activity of drinking and brewing which might not
have cane up during the 'kev informant' session. I remember at
cane time, at a drinking session for Busaa where my 'assistant'
and I had gone as early as 6 a.m in arder to watch it and gather
any information or interview a few people before they left for
Chang'aa, One drinker, a teacher, told me same taboos about
drinking Busaa which the key informants had not told me about.
Though these are ingluded within the others in Chapter 3, but

it just shows how useful it was to 'participate'.

The only problem here was that of being branded a C.I.D but as
I have said, this was limited by the help of my 'assistant’'.
Only once do I ramember when a drinker publicly branded me as
an S.B, officer but demanded for mv authoritation letter (which

I produced) to prove that I was not.

2:6  Sampling

At the time of the writing of the proposal, my target of resvondents



was 10¢, ¢ vided wuully amona bre ers and & inkers.

This was not the case in the field however, I finally obtained

a sawple of 120 resvondents; 60 brewers and 60 drinkers (excluding
the 10 key informants). The sum of 120 respondents is the total
nunber of respondents interviewed without deduction. This
however, does not mean that in the whole of Idakho, there are
only 120 brewers and drinkers, but this is the much I could

get fram the population of brewers and drinkers, given the

nature of the topic.

However, of a -onsolation effect is the realisation that in
actual sense, the information given by the respondents was not
very varied - in most cases, three to five respondents would
have similar answers to the questions asked and the only
difference would be mavbe in their locations (hame areas). Mest
females interviewed for exammle of the same age and education
level would give similar answers when it came to their brewing
practices. Brewing is like planting of maize - therefore peoole
do not just & it at randam. If one lives in an area where maize
is planted twice a year, he does the same unless he plants enocugh
at a go. So like the frequency of brewing, how much is brewed
or sold, there is very little variation but the information can
be grouped in three sections ~ those who brew when they chance
to get money (no fixed time, amount) , requiar brewers {2-4)
times in one month in similar cuantities, and wholesale brewer

(4 and above times).

Similarly, drinking habits varv less since most neovle prefer to
drink after work — the tvme of alcohol drank is the same and
differences (minimal) will feature in amount and reqularity.

However, thie is not the factor behind the choice of 120 respondents.

Idakho location consists of 10 sub~locations. To have amnle
time to cover each sub~location ademuately, I spend 5 to°6 days
in each sub-location and left the weekends for checking throuh the

information given. I started with my own sub-location and spent
the last two weeks of Anril here. As a result, this sub—location



has the largest number of resmnondents — this did not however
alarm me because according to the Chief, it had the hidghest
numher of brewers and drinkers of Chang'aa and Rusaa.

Out of the ten sub-locations, two were left out — one of them
was the Chief's cwn sub-location which had no noticeable brewina
activities though it was rumoured that some neople were allowed
to brew by the special licence. In any case, the Chief felt
antharassed when I told him that I would cowver his sub-location
and therefore I had to leave it out. The other one, Shiseso, the
Assistant Chief was very unco-onerative and offered no helo
which made it difficult for me to carrv ocut the research because
the villagers proved verv hostile — a close associate of the
neighbouring sub-location's Assistant Chief hinted that vpeoonle
in the sub—-location were allowed to brew at night bv special
licence from the Assistant Chief at a fee.

The two sub—locations, Sabane and Madivini had the lowest
resnondents — Sabane hecause the area Assistant Chief is so rough
that brewing activities are verv minimal - to get a merson to
accept that he brews was very hard; Madivini because at the time
I had just started carrying cut the research, Police-men fram
Vihima raided the area and the necnle thought that I was behind
the raid, by this time, I had just interviewed the key informants
a wanan and the former area Assistant Chief. The three brewers
and four drinkers I only agot by the help of the Assistant Chief.

As for the remaining sublocations, I tried to emialize the
nunbers bhut it was immossihle hecause of the resmonses. As a
result, no ratio of whatever kind was used in distributing the
resnondents among the sub-locations. In anv case, same sub-
locations like Iguhu, Shikulu and Shibuname are laraer than the
others and trving to ecualise the nuber fram each sub~location
would Fjust distort the micture. Overleaf is a table to show
the distribution.



: l NAME OF SUB~LOCATION NO. OF BRFWERS NO. OF DRINKERS
1. |TGUHU 14 14
2. | sHmmavE 9 9
3. |sHIKULU 9 9
4. |sHTvAGara 8 6
5. | SHISEJFRI 8 8
6. |SHITOLI 6 6
7. [MaoTVINT 3 4
8. |saRanE 3 4
TOTAL 60 60

The interviews were carried as follows:—

a).

h).

¥ey Informants

The first dav of the research for each sub-location was to
attend a Raraza oraanised bv the Assistant Chief ~ in which I
would be introduced to the peonle and where I told them about
the research. The remainder of the day, I went to one or two
drinking places with mv ‘assistant' - who would drink as usual
- and the headman of the area (the senior headman was like a
deputy Assistant Chief). At the drinking places visited, I
would then try to ohtain the 'key informant' using the
procedure I cutlined above, in the technicue section. Of time
allowed, I would interview the kev informant. As it were,
they were interviewed on the first or second day in each

sub=location.

Rrewers

To ohtain the brewers, we would walk with the headman and go
to any hame where he knew they hrew either Busaa or Chang'aa
(starting with his own if he was a brewer ~ the Assistant
Chief would tell me). At the hame, if we found the hrewer,

ssevavsasaness 33



c).

we woule then leave . to he bFooiman Lo introduce us tc the
brewer and then if he or she was willing to talk to us, T
would camence the interview. We tried to avoid hames

where there were drinkers after aoing to one such hame and
all drinkers run off into the bush for fear :f us being the
Police, but would came back to it later as soon as most of
the drinkers had left. If a brewer was hostile or wwilling
to talk, I would then abandon the interview unless my 'assitant'
managed to convince him/her - since it was a vuluntary exercise. '
The information I received as I have already said was entered
on sevarate sheets of naper unless the brewer said she/he did
not mind where it was written. If the respondent refused to
continue with the interview, for amn reason whatscever I would
only ask a few questions without recording anything to test the
type of information I would have cbtained and unless the
respondent changed his/her mind or mood, I would not continue
with the interview.

As a result of this, after visiting three or so hames, I would
he able maybe to interview without any orcblem one or two of
the brewers. My maximum number of respondents (brewers) for
each sub-location I had set at ten (10) and therefcore if I
interviewed any number above five(5), I would not mind if T
did not get any other (except for the two sub-locations
mentioned earlier). As for those who proved hesistant, as I
have said above, the questions I asked were mostly like the
size of their land, vrooverty, what type of alcochol they
brewed, how many times etc so that I would find out if there
were major variations with information received fram other
respondents. The interviews for brewers commenced after inter-
viewing the key informant for a meriod of two or three days.
The remaining two days, I used them to obtain the drinkers.

Drinkers

There were easy to obtain irc.e they care fram different parts
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of the sub-location or even the location and outside the
location. There was no need to cover a large area looking for
them. After interviewing the brewers, I would then start
visiting drinking places - there was no fear of people running
away since by then they had known about me - and then I would
uvse the procedure I outlined in the Technique Section — using
my 'assistant'. There sas no order in picking the drinkers,
those who were willing came forward and I interviewed them.
This was no like interviewing farmers or other pecple where
I could for example interview every fifth to tenth person.
I picked them as they : came and interviewed everyone of them.
But a few were persuaded by the headman (especially old wazeas)
who would not have listened to even me alone. The same rumber
of drinkers as brewers was picked from each sub-location
except for three sub—locations.

Note: All interviews were carried out in semi-privacy

that is, cnly three people participated - the resoondent, the
* headmen (or my ‘assistant'), and myself.

This was to avoid any duplication of information.
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CHAPTER 3: HISTORICAL BACKGROUND TO BUSAA AND CHANG'AA BREWING

AND DRINKING

3:1 Chang'aa and Busaa brewing, drinking; the closure and ban

Nowhere in the laws: of Kenya has Chang'aa ever been made legal.

Busaa on the other hand, has been legal (and still is legal to an

extent - there are places where clubs are still ocoen e.a Huruma in
Naircbi), to the establishment of beerhalls (Busaa clubs) and cbtain-
ment of a licence to run tham fram the office of the District Cammissicner

(the liquor licencing Chairmen) JURNAV s b
i LIBEARY

The directive to 'close' Busaa clubs was issved by tha President and
reported in the Daily Nation, Wednesday, December 20th 1978. The
President expressed concern over the way neople neqglected their farms
and other development activities and turnmed to excessive drinking. As
he mut it, "we must build a healthv nation, that is why we rust return
to our tradition and feed our children with milk and not liquerr®.
DATLY NATION (above quoted 1978:1)

e d AR

DistrictCammissioners all over the country were entrusted with the
responsibility of consulting with wananchi and finding ocut whether the
». presence of heerhalls (Busaa clubs) was necessary or not. And also

whethér any new beerhalls were to be licenced or not.

This=was the-nature of the President's message. It was not an order
to close down the clubs, but 2 directive to the effect that such a
step would be taken if the wananchi agreed with their District

Camis: _cners that it was the hest alternative.

Most of the District Camuissicners all over the country however,
exaggerated the issue and actually ordered the closure of Busaa /
.clubs in their jurisdiction without even consulting the ordinary
wananchi about it. For example in South Maragoll ~ (Daily Nation
January Tuesday, 30th 1979) .~ Where a leader's conference

unanimously gave authority to the concerned authorities to close

down all Busaa clubs in the location. Same of the District
Cawnissioners called Rarazas where all Mambers of Parliament and

other local leader=s were recuested to address the wananchi - in all the
cases, the leaders condemned 'excessive drinking' of alcchol and

I
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called for an end to Busaa clubs (as the !President has said'). The
wananchi, by a show of hands were made to cardenn ‘excessive drinking!
of alcochol - especially Chang'aa and Busaa. The show of hands was
encugh to give the District Comissicner the go-ahead to order the
closure of the clubs. Without giving examoles of many of such
meeting, the most cbvious set-back was that pecole (and even the
President) condemned 'excessive drinking' and not drinking as a
practice - by closing the clubs then, the District Conmissioners
expected that pecple would have nowhere to get Busaa and hence would
drink-it less. (Chapter 4 tells us what really happened). On the
other hand, not a single one of the District Cammissioners told the
wananchi what closing the clubs really entailed — did it mean for
exanple that there would be no more brewing and drinking of Busaa -
andwereﬂ*;epeoplea‘ware of this?

Iet us now look at the situation before this move.

3:2 Historical background cf bre-ina and drinking of Busaa and Chang'aa

. There are a good mumber of traditional beers in this country, some are
legal and cammercial, but others are illegal and are brewed in secret.
The most familiar ones are however CHIRUKU, UGANDA WARAGI, MNAZI, BUSAA
and CHANG'AA. Chibuku and Uganda Wa.ragi_'a...a licenced and are produced
cormercially. Mnazi is oroduced at the coast and sold locally - same
even at beerhalls. Busaa too was licenced and sold in beerhalls (clubs)
until their closure. Chang'aa is illegal.

In the Idakho context, Busaa has always been there - since traditional
times. It was however drank 0;1 special occasions by adults unless the
varents allowed their children to drink a little (for the puxpose

of food - especially during scarcity days). In this case, they drank
Busaa only in its 'young' stage. Chang'aa on the other hand, is a
borrowed activity - learnkfrom Nubians staying at Nairchi, Marsabit
and Eldoret. Hence it was (and 'still is) referred to as Nubian gin.
When clubs were closed, pecple beqgan drinking more of Chang'aa than
Busaa because Busaa was scarce and was hardly brewed in the villages.
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Initially at {he club, Busaa was nrenared in turns with the club
owner having the upper hand in selecting which days of the week

he would serve his own Busaa (especially market days when custamers
tended to be many) and left the rest of the days to cutsiders to
'‘rent' at a fee. With this organisation, the club owner had the

last say as to who would be allowed to brew at the club and even

who drank from there. Most brewers therefore prefered to brer at hame
although it was officially illegal. '

A few other irreqularities were also experienced at the clubs;

for example the hours of operation conflicted with traditicnal
working hours — clubs opened twice in a day - fram l0a.m to 2.p.m
and again 4 p.m. to 11 p.m. More so, since many custamers prefered
to wark first in the morning and come =S refresh themselves in the
evening, the brewers often cdiluted the Busaa in the evening when the
demand surpassed the supply. 2nd this foced those who really wanted
to get 'pure' Busaa to came earlier to drink - neglecting their
farms in the process.

while clubs were closed, many brewers toock this as a cue to start
brewing at hcme. However, Chang'aa had by this time becare knovm

as very profitable fram those who distil.=d it and sold it to urban
areas. Transportation was easy by either using corrupt Police Officers,
school children or influential people whose luggages were (and even

now) not checked at Police road-blocks.

.o \
Local administrators who proved ocver—zealous in their duty were bribed

either in cash or by giving them free ligour in order for them to
grant 'protection'- With most brewers shifting to Chang'aa
distillation, the drinkers found it hard to stay without any
refreshmentzand they too turned to Chang'aa, though they had (and
have even now) to battle with ‘wholesale buyers' in order to get
a share of the much needed local beexr. Wot that thev stopped
drinking Busaa, but it was so scarce that one could take a month
without having drank any. Even now, it takes time for any brewer
to sh-tfi— to Busaa brewing and even then maybe only once or twice,

S
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This only happens especially during harvesting days when there is
wabundant maize or during christ#as ' when people want to celebrate
the end of the year. Many drinkers joined the activity and started
brewing Chang'aa when they noticed.that it looked profitable.
YFactories" sprang up along rivers and police raids intensified.-

At the factory, it was campetition between drinker and wholesale
buyer to get a share of the liqour - same had to lend a hand to
actuval distillation in order to be ensured of a share of the
Chang'aa. Even now, the spectacle at a factory is pathetic. Infact,
it is drinkers and wholesale buyers who distill the Chang'aa instead
of the real brewer. Coupled with the fear of a possible raid,
drinkers cool. their drinks on bowls and quickly drink it a ‘pause’
(the local word for gqulping). The result is that most of them are
emaciated and jill=locking. '
Drinking very early in the morning and brewing at night are same of

the techniques used to beat the ‘aw. Age is no criterion for
drinking like in traditicnal days. Idle school boys on holiday, join

their friends in the practice instead of what it was like in
traditional days when sports took most of their time (like dances
and wrestling). Drinkers spent most of the day walking- from one
village to the other,  lockirg for either busaa or Chang'aa; drinking
what they chance to come across first. For the Busaa drinkers, it is
a search in vain and they end up drinking Chan~'aa as a last resort.
The brewers who still brew Busaa are ‘'raided' by drinkers as early
as™ a.m ard by 8.a.m, he is forced to dilute it in order to k.ep the
supply to increasing custamers. This irritates drinkers even more
andtheygoinsearchofChangaainstead

On other occasions, Busaa is drank when st:l.l]. ‘voung! - for fear
that if it gets'mature’ custamers would be too many to get a
chance to satisfy cneself. Drank unfiltered Busaa is very thick
1like vorridge and actvally satisfies cne. _.

—
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3:3 Busaa: Recuirements for nreparation, terminologies and

Functions

without going into actual process of brewing, the two major require-
ments for Busaa brewing are flour and veast; water, pots can be
easily obtained ~ even on rental basis for the pots (at 15/= per
pot used). The cost of preparing one drum of Busaa is as follows:-

TTEM AMOUNT NEEDED COST
1. Maize 3.debes @ 35/= a dehe 195.00
2. Grinding maize @ 3/= a debe 9.00
3. Yeast 4 2kg tins @ 10/= each 40,00

4, Miscellaneous (friends

water drawing, pot) - 20.00

Total shgv174.00

1 drum grosses about shs. 250.00
Cost sns. .174.00
Profit she.  76.00 o

The profit may be more or less denendi;’xthmmchonesperﬁs
on costs. Since Busaa is prepared mostly during harvest days when
maize is abundant, the cost for buying maize is never realised and
tkerefore the profit is very high.

" The following terminologies are used by Busad brewers
a). -SHINOKHO:— It is a thick porridge cbtained by mixing flour
and water during the first stage of Busaa brewing.

Tt is allowed to ferment for 3 — 4 days before the
next stage commences.

b). TSIMBALE:~ Cbtained fram the 'Shinokho! by bresking it into
small pieces and frying it. It is food mostly for
children (students too) especially when sweetened

. with sugar and a little water to soften it.
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c). LIBUTTA:- A kind of Busaa that takes-a longer process to make
than ordinary Busaa. The ‘shinckho' is prepared like
ugali instead of leaving it to ferment. After which
it is dried in the sun, broken and mixed with water
and veast and left to ferment for three days. It is
sweeter than ordinary Busaa.

d). SHINAWWOLI:— The too foam-like substance on Busaa during
fermentation.It is removed because it adds a
bitter taste to the Busaa. If Busaa is drank
before this is removed, it is called ‘yaung'.

FUNCTIONS

In traditional days, 'tsimbale' and 'young' Busaa were given to
children as food during scarcity days, droughts or when food was not
abundant.,

a). Also as refreshment after a day's work - by invitation and only
those who had worked would drink. No children were allowed
'mature' Busaa.

b). Payment — when a farmer wanted to plant or wée?l_ﬁs_fam, his
quests (not 'workers') would drink Busaa apart fram other foods -

no money was necessary.

c). Medicinal - for those who had stamach problems. Also for
. n sacrifices at shrines. Priests used it the same way 'wine'
is used now. At festivals, Busaa was served to judges (elders) -
e.g. during circumcision, in:Lt:Lation, funerals, weddings and '
2L =+ elders court.

d). Bride Price - to be presented to the bride's father as a token
of qratitude.

REGULATIONS

In the traditional days, Busaa was drank straight fram the not -
unfiltered. The pot was vlaced near a fire to warm or hot water was
prepaved and added to the Busaa inside the pot at intervals to wam it

and also to reduce its potency, because in those days. Busaa prepared
was of very high cquality. If the Busaa was for workers, it was


fermentatlcn.It
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Drepared 'whhelesale' - a large oot — "INZIAU" and other smaller
o 2
ones — "TIFMO" - since it was like "payment”™ to those who had
worked. But if it was for a social gathering, it was less.

The Busaa was drank using small pipes 'TSISESHE' snecifically

made for this purpose. At one end it was open but it was partially
closed at the other using a soecial kind of plant (or recently cloth)
fixed round it to act as a filter. Nowadays Busaa is drank in tins
varying in sizes from 500 gms to 2ka and costing fram 50cts. to-2/=
or 1.00 to shs. 4.00. i

1. Busaa in its mature stage was drank only by adults — no young
men or women who were urmarried were allowed to drink it. Same
societies even forbade those without children.

2. Married wamen drank Busaa only in the presence of their husbands
and only when permitted. fnly elderly wives or favourite ones
were ever allowed to joint the 'SHIRFVE' — the group where the
Busaa was drank — at a Muqumo tree.

3. A brewer, whenmjxingr:heflourandyeastandwateruseda
stick fram only 2 kind of tree locally called 'MUSULULITSA'.

4. The brewer was forbidden sexual relationship with the partner
during the preparation; nor was he allowed long journeys.

5. The brewer could not wash his hands after putting yeast in the
s flour mixture — until the Busaa was ‘mature' ( 1 - 2 days).

%6. Rivals, witches, medicine—men or any undesirable people could
not share Busaa from cne ‘'Shireve’ with their other clansmates.
Tikewrise, were people at loggerheads or murderers. To drink
Busaa together at one 'shireve' was syrbolic of a unien.

7. All the 'Tsiseshe' inside the water were not to be shaken or
removed when adding hot water — nor were the owners allowed to |
speak lest the person adding water is infected bv a rash.

8. The elder person put his 'Luseshe' inside the pot first as a
s:l.gn of. respect.
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9. For hygienic reasons, women allowed to drink and leaving the
‘shireve' for a while could not came back to drink. All wamen
present sat between the legs of their husbands (or brothers~in—laws)

« and drank using their husband's -’ 'Tsiseshe' - a move to
curb adultercus behaviour.

10. If the Busaa was for workers or for visitors, no other person
was allowed to drink unless he was part of the group or was
invited by a friend - in which case he could not sit down to
‘drink but do it while kneeling or squatting.

3:3 Chang'aa:costs of preparation i

Chang'aa requires more 'raw materials' than Busaa. The requirements
include:- :
1. Special sufurias designed for the purpose - at least 3.

2. A drum for fermenting.
3. Pots for distillation.
4. Firewood and a lot of water for 'cooling system'.

5. Measuring utensils - glasses, bottles cans etc.

6. Flour — (fraum half-rotten maize).

)

7. Yeast and sugar.

Most people who distil Chang'aa need a source of water (abundant)
and firewood - otherwise the cost of having to lock for them by
bufing or emloying scmebody to bring them would erode the profits.
Many of the brewers will therefore encounter the following costs
to prepare cne drum of undistilled Chang'aa i.e. ' IGANGAIA' .

ITEM | QUANTITY COST
1. Maize (half-rotten) 2 debes @ 30/= - 60.00

" 2. Grinding @ 3/= a debe - 6.00
3. Yeast 1 2kg tin - 10.00
4. Sugar - - 200.00
5. Miscellanecus 2;8:88

' Total cost shs.296.00
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N.B.

1 drum Grosses 1 20 litres can  shs. 400.00
Cost ‘. 296.00
Profit shs, 104.00

These figures were given during June~August months when

there is a scarcity of maize. But after harvests, there is
an abundance of rotten maize and therefore many do not
acrtnally spend money on maize. The profits are higher then.
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CHAPTER 4: DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

4:1 Profile of the Respondents; age, sex and occupation

Idakho locatior: is one of the two locations that make up Ykolomani Division,
Kakamega District. The pecople who stay in this place are Luhyas though:
their language differs phonetically with other sub-ethnic groups of the
Inhya. They are basically farmers -~ practising modly peasant farming
with pockets of arable and subsistence farming. Those who practice !
arable farmming are modly those of the ruling clan - Abashimuli - who by
virtue of their status got many animals to rear during their clashes with
the pastoral Nandi's in the early years of this century. They have tried
to keep this trend though the head of cattle diminishes due to increasing
pcpulation and lack of land to graze them. Whereas for example during
those days, cattle-lords had in the range of 50-100 heads of cattle,
nowadays one who has more than 19 is considered well-to-do - ‘MIHINDA'

As for land, contrary to the neighbouring Maragoli who because of their
high population, they have an acute shortage of land, the Idakho still
enjoy a privilege of having fairly large pieces of land - ranging fram
15-30 acres for the lords, 10-15 for the middle or medium 'haves' and
quite a good nuvber below 5 acres (traditionally considered 'poor').
Subsistence farmers (especially those with larger sizes of land) grow
tea and coffee and are able to earn an Incame fram this.- Otherwise the
majority of the people are peasants planti..y maize, beans, millet and
other food crops for their family consumption.

Those in the working class - even though they may have smaller plots of
land - have an advantage over the farmers due to the fact that they have
a rébjular Incane - but for most of the pecple (as we shall see soon

in the data analysis section) life is a struggle as they try to beat the
rising costs of essential goods for family use - even planting maize
needs money for the seedlings and fertilizer. And at school, parents
‘are asked to buy uniform,desks and bocks for primary school kids,
whereas those in secondary schools (especially Harambee) pay no less
than Shs. 2000 yearly for fees alone and apart fram this also contribute
heavily (shs. 400~600) for harambee funds at school or building funds.
These are scme of the problems that “face: same of these people —1noswonder
same of them find it worthwhile to practice business like chang'aa and
busaa brewing to cbtain ready cash to meet same of these requirements.
_ Educationwise, the Idakho pecople are not very enthusiatic about schools
(building) but would like their children to go to school - some have
managed to reach high levels like the University, though same parents
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£ind it taxing to pay fees for their children hence same drop out at
early age.

This is then the type of people fram wham I obtained my 120 respondents
for this research. The above information may be given as a clue when it
cames to next section - there was no need to go further into the real
characteristics of these people — the above will do for this study.
Below are tables to show the profiles of the Respondents.

TABLE 1: DISTRIBUTION BY SEX AND AGE
TYPE OF SAMPLE / NO. OF PEOPLE / SEX
KEY INFORMANTS BREWERS DRINKERS
MALE FFMALE | MALE FEMATE | MALE FEMALE

10-20 - - - 1 - -
21~-30 - - 6 4 20 3
31-40 - - 13 7 20 7
é 41~-50 2 1 7 8 3 3
g [Over 50 4 3 5 9 2 2
= TOTALS 6 4 31 29 45 15

TABLE 2:1: DISTRIBUTTON BY OCCUPATION AND EDUCATION

EDUCATION _ (OCCUPATION )-
‘é’ [ NONE | 1OW | FIGH | TOIALS
2 'Ky INFORMANTS 7 3 - 10
% BREWERS 27 28 5 60
DKINKERS 22 25 | 13 60
8 i ]

TABLE 2:2 OCCUPATION

SAMPLE
KEY INFORMANTS BREWERS DRINKERS
Unemployed g 5 15
E Peasants 6 54. 28 y
& [Teachers 1 - 12
g Retired on Pension 2 1 1
Others 1 =
TOTAL 10 60 60
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With this profile of the respondents and Key Informants, I can now proceed
on to the next section. I must remind readers again that the information
I recorded from the Key Informants was caupilel and it appears in the
Chapter preceeding this one. It was of a -hist..orical nature and therefore
it was not included in this Chapter. Below then is the information

about the answersgiven by brewers and drinkers - a prelude to testing

of the hypotheses formlated in the literature review.

4:2 BUSAA AND CHANG'AA - DRINKING, BREWING AFTER CLOSURE OF CLUBS

The trend of brewing, distillation and drinking of Chang'aa and Busaa
hag undergone tremendous change since the closure of clubs in 1979
following the directive by the President to cut down on over-drinking.

I have already talked about the nature of the directive and subtequent
events that tocgk place. One of the counter-actions. predicted by George
Githii (editor in Chief of 'Daily Nation' Newspapers at that time) was
that "People would resort to finding ways and means of bending the rules;
the state will have to spent a lot on law enforcement" Daily Nation,
(editorial, Wednesday, February l4th 1979:4). Mr. Githii also pvedicted
the "Tnevitahle increase in brewing and drinking of crude brands of
alcohol" and also the "Mushroaming™ of illegal brewers operating in
unhygienic conditions. The low-paid worker, he continued, would not
stop to drink; instead he would continue, but at a high cost, denying
his family its necess:l.ties.'*

what Mr. Githii was trying to say was that pressure for éash would

make it impossibhle for the hrewer to stop brewing just becanse clubs
had been closed. If there was any change, it would be to start brewing
other bmnds of alcohol. The only likely brand of alcohol (though .
illegal) was Chang'aa which could be distilled locally. As for the
drinkers, they would shift to even more expensive brands of alcochol.

Table One (1) gives us a clue as to what happened. I have already

said that drinkers did not stop Busaa .drinking " but’ Busaa became very
scarce, (due to the shift by brewers to Chang'aa distillation more

than before) they started to drink more Chang'aa than Busaa, which

came after longer intervals of time. Table 1 therefore shows no shift

in percentage of Busaa drinkers - it remained constantly at 28.3% —

though fram the frequencies we can see that one more person joined the
drinkers. (a person who had not been drinking Busaa before the closure).
Chang'aa drinkers however, portfay a major increase - the percentage

/
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shows a steep increase from 44.1% to 63.3%.

The trend for Busaa brewing declined fram ©2.6% to 83.3% — this may be
due to same of the brewers abandoning Busaa brewing altogether — or
judging by the frequencies, more non—brewers joined the group of Chang'aa
brewers. The first reason could hold more water though the second one

is feasible because as I have said before, many brewers abandoned Busaa
brewing because it was not very profitable. One of the reasons being
that at the club, a brewer wasted very little Busaa byse'cv:.ng it free
to custamers, (friends), but at home, pecple wanted to drink Busaa the
traditicnal way -~ free of charge and adults only.

Chang'aa distillation increased: of the sample of 60 respondents, out
of 32 who had been distilling Chang'aa before the ban ~ a percentage
proportion of 59.3 of all brewers, 46 of then (representing76.7% of
total number of brewers) were distilling Chang'aa after the ban. Using
the sample then, it was a 17.4% increase in distillation (compared to
the 19.1% increase in drinking the same type of alchohcl.

Table 2 also portrays a significant change in the trend of brewing and
distillation of Busaa and Chang'aa respectively. This is fram the
perspective of the average amount of alcohol brewed. On average before
the ban Busaa was distilled in large quantities; 1 drum of Busaa consists
of 6 pots. So most of the brewers (i.e. 28%) brewed an average of 7 pots
to 12% (approximately 1 drum to 2 drums) 22% of them brewed slightly
more than 1 drum {13 pots) to 3 drums (18.5 pots). Those who brewed
over 3 druns were nbstly ‘club-owmers. or those who could get the
chance to brew at the clubs - above this quantity, there is a canbined
percentage of thirty (30). The 20% who brewed less than 1 drum (6.5 or
less pots) were mostly villagers who brewed for special occasions

like ceremonies.

The trend after the ban changed drastically, now, more brewers than
before brew less than 1 drum - (50%) campared to 20% before the ban. And
less people brew Busaa 'wholesale' i.e above 4 drums. The percentage
for 'after ban' for wholesale brewers is 4% campared to 12% 'before ban'.
These figures are suggestive that Busaa brewing has reduced in quantity.
though the number of brewers remains the same.

Chang'aa distillation before the ban was relaxed - only a few brewers
(9.4%) could distill more than 1 drum of Chang'aa, as campared to 30%
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after the ban. The majority of these who ventured into Chang'aa distil-
lation before the ban hardly brewed over I drum - a percentage proportion
of 90.6% of the brewers, yet, after the ban, only 32.6% still distilled
this amount. And whereas initially no brewer could distill beyond 2
drums of Chang'aa (12 pots) after the ban, 17.4% distilled between
13-18.5 pots (2 drums - 3 drums approximately), 10.8% between 19 - 24.5
pots (3-4 drums), and 6.5% ‘'wholesale' - i.e over 4 drums (25 pots

and above) .

NOTE: A brewer distilling 1 drum of Chang'aa obtains an average of a
one 20 litre jerry-can of distilled Chang'aa. ;

The next evidence in this section about the increased rates of Chang'aa
distillation and drinking and a decrease in Busaa brewidg; and drinking
is contained in Table 3. Here we are looking at the average number of
times of brewing in a period of cne month. Iooking at the column for
Chang'aa, before the ban 50% of Chang'aa brewers distilled Chang'aa once
or less times in a month -~ campared to the reduced proportion of 15.2% of
brewers after the ban. The 1 or less here means that if one could not
brew once every month, then he brewed whenever he or she was financielly
able to do so — maybe only once in a space of two to three months. The
table-shows a 43.7% for those who distilled 2-3 times (39.1% for after
the ban), 6.3% (43.4% after the ban) for saui-wholesalers. WNobody
could brew beyond five drums. In the 'after ban' colum, there is a
conbined 45.6% of brewers who were 'wholesale' brewers. This evidence
shows that Chang'aa distillation has increased.

In tl':; Busaa column, most of the brewers (46%) brewed an average number
of 2-3 times a month, whereas 32% of the Busaa brewers brewed an average
nunber of 4-5 times. Among these and anothér 12% were wholesale brewers.
In the after ban colum, Busaa brewing is decreasing - now more brewers
brew less times than before. There isa concentrated 54% for those who
brew occasicnally, (1 or less times a month), a 24% for 2-3 times and
only 18% and 4% for 4-5 times and wholesale brewers. Those who used

£0 brew Busaa 'Wholesale' were mostly club cwners or those allowed to
brew fram there because they could be assured that their Busaa would

be sold without loss but now that clubs are closed, it is not easy to
repeat the same practice. One needs the equipment, the labour and also
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'protection' - this time against being harassed bv friends, other
villagers who want to drink the Busaa free of ¢} e. At the clubs this
wasneverthecasebecausetheclubwnersupbliedallﬂmerequirarents
except the actual brewing itself. BAnd there were 'askaris' hand-picked
among bully mem‘ to get rid of noisy drinkers or those who created
disturbances.

IThe last evidence in this series to show the trend of brewing and
drinking of Busaa and Chang'aa appears in table 4. This table attempts
to show the change by looking at the amount of alcohol sold per day after
brewing. In the section on Historical background I said that nowadays
people struggle to get Chang'aa together with 'Wwholesa’e' buyers and
that they walk for long distances or wake up at 4.00 a.m in order to get
a tin: or so of Busaa. In table 4:1 looking at the colum for 'before
ban', most brewers tended to sell all their Busaa brewed. We have seen
fram table 2 that the majority brewed between 7-12.5 pots, and jin this
table, the majority of brewers (38%) sold between 3-8 pots. Without
looking at all the categories we can see that even 'wholesale' brewers
used to sell their brew — sare in one day or others, depending on the
demand, would need two days to clear it - as I gathered during the
interviews.

m—

—
The point, however., was to campare 'before' and 'after' ban date. In

the after ban colurm, a proportion of 44% of brewers sell 2 or less pots
of Busaa, and 20% sell 3-£ pots (campared to 38% before ban). Maybe

one of the reasons for decreasedselling of Busaa is that most brawers

do not prepare quality Busaa. (their attemtion is more on the Chang'aa
side). As a result, the drinkers as I have said, when they find that
Busaa is of low quality (see Chapter 3), they normally leave the place
in search of Chang'aa or more quality Busaa. A brewsr who does not sell
his Busaa risks losing more custamers if he lets it turn 'sour' i.e. has -
passed the stage when it was to be drunk. On such an occasion, most of
them now turn it into *'IGANGATA' - undistilled Chang'aa - by putting
sugar, which will later be distilled to cbtain Chan'gaa.

No Busaa brewer, even the few who still brew 'wholesale' can sell it all.
Table 4:1 shows no brewer sells above 21 pots of Busaa (approximately
3% drums). One of the reasons to explain this finding is that

- the Busaa is nommally of poor quality and the drinkers do not drink much
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of it. And also since the Busaa is brewed at hane, it camnot attract
the attention »f all possible customers since there is no mechanism
through which they can be informed that it has been brewed. At the
club, it was ocbvious that there was Busaa and custcamers came fram

many parts of the loccation and beyond.

With Chang'aa initially, before the ban, and even when prepared
wholesale, the majority of brewers (about 43.8% of them) sold 3-7
bottles; and 40.6% of them sold 2 or less bottles per day. Fram the
total nmumber of brewers, only 3.1% sold beyond 18 bottles (approximately
2% five litre cans) - 7 bottles mike one five-litre can. But after the
ban, the trend has changed. A change can be noticed in the ‘'after ban'
section, a proportion of 43.5%f brewers sell between 8-12 bottles and
26.1% between 13-17 bottles - unlike 9.4% and 3.1% of brewers for
period before ban for the same amount of aloohol sold. And a 15.2%
represents those selling over 18 bottles (2% five--litre cans). Fram
the participant cbservation, this percentage of brewers has the
majority selling all the 23-litre can of Chang'aa distilled to
'wholesale' buyers.

These tables therefore give us a clue as to the possible events

after the closure of clubs and ban on traditional beers.  2s the
brewers were shifting to brewing more anC more Chang'aa but less
Busaa, drinkers also changed their drir;rld.ng habits to more consumption
.of Chang'aa and a less one for Busaa. On the basis of these findings,
it can be concluded at this level that there seems to be a noticeable
charige in the trend of brewing and drinking of eilther Chang'aa or
Busaa. However, in the section on hipothesis testing, we shall see
whether the evidence supports this conclusion or not.
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4:3 Distributi~n of brewers and drinkers according to their

preferences in brewing and drinking of either Busaa or Chang'aa.

One of the key questions in the questionnaire was asking the brewers

or drinkers why they preferred to drink or brew one type of alcohol to
the other. The conparisdn was between Chang'aa and Busaa. The
results for this question are recorded in tables five and six simul-
taneously. Four reasons were very instrumental for the drinkers in
their choice for Busaa (see table). The major three are:

a). Busaa was cheap — Busaa is sold in tins (Kimbo, Caltex or Blue
band) , varying in sizes and cost - from 500 grams (shs.1.00) one
kilogram (shs.2.00) and two kilograms (shs.4.00). One needs an average
of three-one kilogram tins daily for thcos who drink it as a refreshs
ment. This brings the cost to about shs.6.00. As for Chang'aa, most of
the drinkers prefer a minimum of two glasses - which will cost between
shs.10.00 and shs.15.00 depending on where it is bought - it is cheaper
at the 'factory' than fram 'wholesale' buyers.

b). Busaa is satisfying or it is food, whereas 23.5% of brewers gave

the reason that Busaa‘was cheap campared to Chang'aa,--26.8% and 20.8%

gave the reason that Busaa is satisfying:-- food - in acutal sense they were
saying it was 'more satisfying' than Cha;'xg'aa. "It gives you the

feeling that you have had samething to quench thirst or hunger". Chang'aa
on the other hand, leaves your‘ stanach 'warm' and many of its drinkers

tendd to lose appetite on foods especially if they do not contain fats -
they prefermeat than green vegetable.

Busaa is food,- it is likened to porridge. If ane drinks Busaa, he
gets satisfied - he gets energy to work unlike Chang'aa where tme:gets
.easily drunk. A pure Busaa drinker at hame (IDAKHO) is easily distingu-
ishable fram a habitual Chang'aa drinker (who does not neutralise the
effect of Chang'aa by a balanced diet and exercise); the latter is
emaclated and has blood-shot eyes, campared to the former healthy,
energetic bard-working Busaa drinker. The percentage proportions on
the Chang'aa side may not have a lot of meaning, but the frequencies
show that fewer drinkers prefer this type of alcochol. The ‘majority!’
of them, (_46.7%) prefer it because they say it is cheap. According to
their argument, they can do with a glass or two of Chang'aa - costing
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a total of about shs.10-15. O©On the other hand, they argue, when they
want to drink Busaa, it must be over 15 tins (1 kg) so that they feel
'satisfied'. .This will cost them abcut Shs.30/- . Whereas their
arguanent carries water, but then this is a case of 'wholesale'
drinking ~ drinking not as a way of refreshment, but on a spree. It
1s excessive drinking. One expert on drinking during the

interview said that Chang'aa takes a shorter time to clear fram the
head than Busaa - hence if he wants to get drunk, he drinks Chang'aa.

The brewers, table 6 have even better points. Busaa is cheap to
prepare ~ it costs less; a reason advanced by 67.6% of the brewers'
responses. But is certainly does not apply to Chang'aa - only 3.9%

of responses show this. But then Busaa is not profitable - it does
not earn more than the other (Chang'aa) - a score of 60.8% on the

side of Chang'aa campared to its 13.5%. Busaa does not even have a
high demand as much as Chang'aa ~ 18.9% of Busaa brewers argue the
contrary, as campared to 23.5% of Chang'aa distillers who say it

has a heavy demand. This demand however, I must say, is not localised
to the site where the brewing takes place. When Chang'aa brewers argue
that it has a high demand, they are really referring to the demand
from other areas - fram wholesale buyers.

Scme of the brewers also advanced the theory that Chang'aa is not
perishable - and indeed if one distilled Chang'aa and could not sell
it for any reason (for example if raids intensified or it was not of
very high quality),he/she would bury it for even a pericd of one month.
According to drinkers, this type of Chang'aa was the best. Busaa
cannot be preserved under any conditions. Though the percentage

for this group was very small, only one person representing 2% said so,
but during the participant cbservation, a good number of brewers and
drinkers who although they refused to be interviewed fully, but they
consented to this arguement when I mentioned it. A 9.8% proportion

of brewers did not know how to prepare Chang'’aa (though they brew Busaa).

This evidence generates or supports the cbservation I made earlier
mma;.rteIBthatdrirﬂcersaremadileumaofcl:mice. They drink
what is therefore available even though they may want the other
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altemative. Demand has been demarcated into two types; demand from
the local drinksrs who want to buy a glaes or a bottle, and demand
from 'wholesale' buyers. The problem with the former is that by
drinking at the brewer!s hare or at the factory they increase the
chances of the brewer being caught red-handed. Brewers also prefer
wholesale buyers because they buy the whole distilled Chang'aa ang
pPay cash, the profits are worth the risk. Busaa on the alternative,
has less value - even policemen when they raid at times release a
brewer who parts with the Chang'aa and same money than a Busaa brewer
and his pots. i

4:2 Distribution of drinkers and brewers on the bagis of occupation,

their size of land and head of cattle.
il
In the literature review, %mentioned that the majority of brewers

are unemployed, peasants or those referred to as poor by traditional
definition. Tables 7, 8, and 9 contain data that will help me discuss
this issue. Looking at table 7, there is a descending order in
percentage as one moves fram those without land to those with large
shambas. Almost half of the drinkers (41.7% have no land (among whem .
though not shown is a percentage of 13.3% of those who had not been
allocated any land - as it is the tradition - by their parents.

Another 33.3% have less than six acres though more than cne acre e.t.c.
Only one person, (1.7%) has over 11 acres and above - a landlord in

the class of brewers - the Same for drinkers.

'Iheséhaetrendisseenintherwforbrewe-_rs—ZS%havenoland
(among whem are 11.7% who have not been allocated any land). The
process of allocation nomally applies to thecse who are married and
have children, Relatively, brewers seem to be well distributed
between those With 1-5.5 acres (represented by 41.7%) ang those .
between 6-10.5 acres (representing 38.7%). Fram the casual observation
in the field and from information other than through the rasearch, it
is known that brewers use same of their money, when accumulated, to
by small pieces of land which they consolidate to acquire large cnes.
Drinkersmtheotherhandareknownfortheirtelﬁencyto sell parts
of their land to pay for maybe fees (which brewers easily obtain

fram brewing) orharanﬂ:m_flmdsan:itharastistakentobarsfora

drinking spree.
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As for table 8, the relationship between the brewers and drinkers is
not very varied in their ownership of cattle. Again, it is a
descending order in percentage proportion as one moves fram those
without to those with herds of cattle. Drinkers without cattle
represent 45% of all drinkers (among whom are still 13.3% who have
not recieved their share fram their parents as it is the traditian)
compared to 41.7% of the brewers. (see table 8 for details) But in |
this category, two drinkers (3.3% of all drinkers) had over 11 head
of cattle. Incidentally, cne of them is the same one with over 11
ascres of land. He is a former Assistant Chief in one of the sub—
locations and even grows coffee. The other one is a s of the

cattle is -ie same one with land over 11 acres - he is a fommer
club owner at one of the markets. The table is self-explanatory.

Tsbie 9 shows the occupation of the drinker and brewers. During the
interviews, as indicated beside the table, the unemployed applied to
those without any jobs and also those without land on wnich they could
practise any peasantry. They consistute 25% of drinkers and 8.3% of
brewers. Not surprising is that nearly all the brewers are peasants -
represented .y 90%, as campared to 46.7% of the drinkexs. Any of

the reasons T have advanced before could explain this. A drinker has
not:imtoattendtohis'fam-heeither sells it or leases it to

otrer people to cultivate it. Very few considered themselves as
peasants. Teachers consistute about 20% of drinkers but NO teacherx

is a brewer (though scme aid them with money) . Throughout the research,
Inevercarreacrossateadle.rwhobreﬂshdmself-hanever, some had
wives doing it. The proportion for teachers who drink Chang'aa and/or
Busaa may be higher than this for a larger sample. The other categories;
retired,lccnsj.stute 1.7% of drinkers, and the same for brewers and a [ etc
4.7% for other occupational activities.

Thequesticmtoaskhereiswhymstbrewersarepeasants- in fact,
the statement could easily apply 7 other-way-round - that most. peasants
(for the Idakho context) are brewers. They experience problems in
buying ‘the necessary requirements for their farms, they need to pay

fees and other household goodSalso need money. Their only source of
jnoame is the farm - but the proceeds only ccme after harvesting. To



supplement whatever earnings they get fram maybe working family
members and/or relatives, brewing is a good zlternative.

Drinkers on the other hand, if they have not sold most of their

land, lease it to other pecple for cultivation. Also it is possible
that most or same of the drinkers I interviewed at drinking places
had other members of their family brewing and did not want to say so -
when asked about their occupation, it would be easier for them to

saytheyarememployedthansaytheyarepeasants.'

4:5 Educational background of the drinkers and brewers

Table 10 shows the education levels of the drinkers and brewers,
before and after ban. The category of those with low education

should not be taken literally as thus; in this category are Standard

8 school leavers whose level of education and intelligence cannot
eqnal the present standard 7. However, the essence here is not on
intelligence, but is based on achievement - the level one attalined

at school. This group has the highest percentage of drinkers for
both before ban (constituting 40.7%) and after ban (41.7%). Similarly
thig applies on the brewers' side; represented by 50% (before ban) and
46.7% (after ban).

Campared with those of 'high' education, they have a 22% representation
before ban and 21.7% after ban. And for those with none, are 37.3% for
before and 36.7% for aftar. The percentage on the brewers side leans
more on those with no education - representing 42.6% (before ban) of
the brewers and 45% after ban - than with high education representing
7.4% of total number of brewers before the ban and 8.3% after the ban.

4:6 Distribution of drinkers and brewers on the basis of the

amount they drink and drank before the ban in relation to their sex

and age.

Tables 11:1 and 11:2 show the above distribution for Busaa and Chang'aa
drinkers respectively. Looking at table 11:1, we can see that the

male population dominated the area of drinking both before and after

the ban - the percentage proportion of the totals frcem the total

sample are shown in tables 12:1 and 12:2. For exawple the proportion of
male drinkers to the total number of Busaa drinkers before the ban



was 74.1% and 74.6% after the ban. Females were represented by
25.9% before the ban and a slightly less percentage of 25.4% after
the ban. ’

Most of the males tended to drink between 14 and 20 tins of Busaa
(represented by 27.9% of total drinkers) and a majority of 34.9% drank
beyond 21 tins of Busaa on weekly basis. The percentage shows an
ascending order — with fewer people drinking little amounts and more
pecple drinking large quantities. At this time, the female minority
group had its majority (53.3%) drinkers concentrating below six tins
of Busaa. A percentage which increased after the ban to 60. The
other categories were represented as follows:

7 - 13 tins (26.7% before the ban and 26.7% after ban - showing

no change).

14 - 20 tins (representing 20% before ban and a slight drcp to 13.3%
after ban.

whereas the females portrayed a slack in drinking, the male Busaa
drinking population reshuffled their proportions. This time in a
descending order — more drinkers for smaller quantities and less
drinkers for larger quantities. For example, without giving all the
categories, the proportion for those drinking less than 6 tins (or
six tins) was 50% after ban compared to 16.3% before ban. 2and at the
other extreme was a 9.1% for those drinking 21 tins and over after
the ban and yet before the ban they were 34.9%.

The reasons for this drop in Busaa drinking have already been discussed
at length and therefore I will not have to add anything. The Chang'aa
drinking trend has also undergone a change. Table 11:2 shows that more
people drink Chang'aa’than before. Again with reference to table 12:2,
the male population dominates the drinkers population; they represent
80.8% before ban and 84.2% after ban of the total number of drinkers;
whereas the female represent 19.2% before ban and 15.8% after ban of
the total number.

Before ban, the majority of males (47.6%) drank 2 - 3 glasses on
averagemaperiodofoneweakandcmly 14.3% drank 4 - 5 glasses.
The after ban column shows a shift to a larger population of 31.2%
drinking 4 ~ 5 glasses of Chang'aa and a majority of 46.9% drinking



six and over glasses — a class that had no representatives before
the ban. The other categories; 2 - 3 glasses are represented by
18.8% and the one-glass or less (peanuts) is represented by only a
3.1%. '

The female population have reversed proportions, those drinking one
glass or less before the ban were 60% of total number of Chang'aa
drinkers as compared to only 16.7% after ban and whereas they had a
20% representation for those drinking 4 — 5 glasses, before the ban,
after the ban, the proportion is 50%.

On the basis of age, loocking at table 12:1 for Busaa, the category for
the 'Youth' aged between 0 - 49 years shows a preponderance over the
category 'old' (50 and above years). Examining the figures in
parenthesis first, before the ban, the male 'youth' population accounted
for 67.3% whereas the female were 24.1% — a sum total of 91.1% for the
'youth' population. On the contrary, old pecple accounted for mly

6.9% before the ban for males and 1.7% for the females (totalling 8.6%).

The after ban trend 7 changed mich. The proportion for male 'youth'/has not
has increased slightly to 67.8% and for the females it has decreased to

23.7%. No drop is visible however for the 'old' category after ban -

it remains constant at 1.7%.

The figures in parenthesis sho# more or less the same tl'l:i:ﬁg but have
been calcmlated fram column totals. No changes exist in the female
category for either before ban or after, old or youth. But the male
population shows a 2% increase for the youth, (from 90.7% - 90.9%) and
the same drop in magnitude for the old.

As for Chang'aa, the youth still daminate over the old. From parti-
cipant cbservation, the age—grucp under the category of the youth that
seemed to drink excessively was between 21-and 29 and 35 —-40 years.

No wanen below the age of 25 was a Busaa or Chang'aa drinker.

Table 12:2 shows then that before the ban, there were 73.1% males as
oppused to 19.2 females drinking Chang'aa in their youthful stages

and only 7.7% for the 'old'. Most of these from personal experiences,
m_a&ults-b_eymd%years of age because at this time, most of the
really young people - below 30 years (and/or urmarried) were not permitted
to drink alcchol freely (unless in the instances outlined in Chapter 3).

&
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After the ban there was a proportion of 78.9%¢ for young males and

13.2% for females - signifying a slight increase in the male proportion
but a drop in young females' proportion - however, the drop is actually
due to the presence of an old female in Chang'aa drinking - which was
not the case before the ban (no old female drank Chang'aa before the
ban). As for males, there was a 5.3% representation for the ‘'old'
category. The figures marked with an asterisk are self-explanatory
since they have been calculated from the colum totals. They too

show the daminance of the youth in drinking of Chang'aa during both
periods of before and after ban. "

4:7 Respondents' distribution showing type of alcohol first drank

and reasons for starting drink.

Table 13.2 is a table that shows what the respondents drank first.
Both seves show a high rate (percentage) among those who drank 3usaa
as their first alcochol (nobody ever started with Chang'aa) and also
at an early age of less than 10 years. And simultanecusly looking
at table 13:2, we can see that the percentage of 31.7% of males who
drank Busaa at this age and 20% for the females, all of them {51.7%)
were influenced by their parents. Most likely they drank Busaa as
part of the food - this means they drank 'young' Busaa. A practice
which was very typical of most familjes during shortages of food.

As well, those who drank Busaa at an age between 10 - 20 years — 20%
for the males and 3.3% females were either influenced by parents (8.3%
of them together), by friends (10%) or other reasons (5%) - such as
curiosity. The 15% males and 5% females who drank Busaa at a late

age - abave 21 years blame it on their friends (16.7%) or other reasons
- sane of which include a show of 'MANLINESS'. Scme of them argued
that they were old enough to do so - they were adults.

Only 3 males cut of 60 (representing 5%) argued that they drank
Chang'aa first — maybe due to friends' influence or curiosity.

4:8 Distribution of brewers by their age and type of alechol brewed

\

before and after the ban

Table 14 is a lass detailed table than tables 12:1 and 12:2. There is
no need to discuss it but I included it here as a comparison with table

rees 60
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15, The 'old' category for brewers shows a bit of more participation
than in table 14 for drinkers. Though the fyouth' still. daminate the
practice, but they have fewer proportions. For example before the ban,
Busaa was brewed by a proportion of 74% for those in the 'youthful!
years (youthful stage) as compared to 91.4% for those who were
drinking Busaa at that time. The old Wazee were represented by 26%
brewers as campared to 8.6% drinkers. In table 15, no changes occur
after the ban ~ though there is a slight change in table 14 for Busaa
drinking = one 'youth' person has joined them and raised the
percentage for the ‘youth' class. !

As for Chang'aa, table 15 shows that the 'o0ld' category was not very
enthusiastic about it before the ban - they had & 15.6% representation
for= brewers and 7.7% for the drinkers. After the ban, drinkers
increased by 12% (1 more drinker) but as well brewers increased by

3 more to 17.4%. The category of the 'youth' decreased slightly

for brewers frcm 84.4% to 82.6% though the frequencies show a large
increase - the same for drinkers who increased from 24 - 35 but
percentage -wise decreased only .2%.
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4:9 Opinion of the respondents about the closure of clubs and

ban on traditional beer brewing.

The venn diagrams table 16, figures 1 and 2 show the distribution

of drinkers and brewers respectively and their opinions about the
closure and ban. Figure 1, for drinkers shows that 36.7% of drinkers
supported the ban, 6.7% supported the closure and another 6.7%
supported both closure and ban - the figures are made not to '
over-lap. The rest of the drinkers, 49.9% do not support either.

The brewers are represented by 18.3% for those who support the ban,
and 8.3% for those who support either both or clasure only. The

rest 65.1% do not support either.

Table 17:1 gives the reasons for the support or non-support of
either ban, closure or both. Table 17:1 shows that those who
support either ban or closure or both had such key reasons as

clubs offering discriminative services (for brewers) repiesenting
55.8% of the responses. BAs for the brewers, 66.7% gave the reason
that Chang'aa is dangerous to health. I have discussed at length
the reasons in the tables in Chapter 3 and therefore the table can
be only for reference. Table 17:2 shows those who do no support ban
and/or closure. The reasons advanced have been explained before
but the table gives the percentage proportions.

Table 18:1 gives us the type of soluticns the respondents thought
could be used to solve the problem of Busaa clubs and Chang'aa
drinking. Most of these will be discussed at length in the last
Chapter. However, for Busaa clubs, 68.3% of total number of brewers
wanted them re-opened; 16.7% wanted special licences and only 13.3%
wanted them to remain closed, 1.7% did not have a solution. 3as for
drinkers, 76.7% wanted them re-cpened, 13.3% to remain closed, 8.3%
for special licences and 1.7% did not have any solution.

Table 18:2 for Chang'aa shows 65% brewers wanting it legalised -
campared to 33.3% drinkers; 26.7% brewers want it banned but 43.3%
drinkers say the same. The rest of the reasons are minor in
re?resentation (see table).

These tables therefore show us that there are pecple who still
want clubs to be re-opened and Chang'aa legalised. Most brewers



wcmldra:ttmrtheywentbacktotheclubs-sodothédrirﬂcers. Very
few people want Chang'aa banned - this for brewers, :but Busaa drinkers
seem to think that with clubs re—copened and Busaa available, they do
not have to drink Chang'aa. It can be banned.

4:10 Brewing and distillation of Busaa and Chang'aa as Incane

earming activities.

Many respondents argued that brewing was their only regular and
immediate incane earning activity. Even those who had farms and
planted crops tended to have the same feeling - because they could

only see theeproducts at the farm after harvesting and even then,

they were not encugh to be sold to obtain any money. As informal
sector acitlvities, brewing and distillation are among the most lucrative
businesses. They require less manpower and cobtainment of raw-materijal
may not be as expensive as for others (like shoe-blacking). Sugar

{or molasses) is readily .&vailable, flour is bought or cbtained from
one's own harvest and yeast is obtained locally (millet).

Mmee Busaa is brewed, it is sold in tins or kettles depending on
demand. Chang'aa is sold fram the glass, bottle to jerry can.
The price for Busaa ranges from Shs.l. (500 gm tin) to Shs.4.(2 kg tin)
and Chang'aa from shs. 3.00 (or 5.00) for a glass (though it sells
aleo per shs.1.00 for a bottle top), shs.10.00 or shs.15.00 ({even
shs.20.00) for a tree—top bottle, shs.85.00 — 100.00 for a five-litre
c=m and shs.385.00-shs.450.00 for a 20-lit'e can. N
For reqular brewers, especially Chang'aa wholesale brewers, they
can make between shs.1,600.00 and shs.2,000.00 per nonth of brewing.
That is if a brewer makes one and above drum(s) of undistilled Chang'aa
for a number of +imes not less than four. A drum of undistilled
Chang'aa produces about 20 litres of distilled Chahg'aa which costs
shs.400.00 on average. Busaa on the other hand may gross a minimum
of about shs.1,000.00 and a maximumm of shs.1,200.00 if one brews
at the same rate and quantity as for Chang'aa - above.

Where then does all this money go ? Below is an expenditure guideline
for mpst of the brewers interviewed during the study. Drinkers are
not -included here since the question does not concern them. Not all
the brewers get the above-menticned amount of money =~ it depends on
“how much money one brews, the number of times and the demand and even
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of further inportance, one's luck with the raids, most of the
money cbtained through brewing is lost through fines or bribery

to Police Officers or administrative officers during raids.
TTEM RESPONSES-FREQUENCY  PERCENTAGE

1. School Funds 57 . 14.3

2. Food and Household goods 60 * 15.1

3.. Haranbee funds ' 58 | 14.6

4. Clothing 58 14.6

5. Travel - 42 ' 10.6

6. Entertainment 31 7.8

7. lLivestock purchase 25 6.3

8. Bu.:.ldmg houses 26 6.5

9. Bride price 6 1.5

10. Bought land : 3 0.8
11. Farm work 22 5.5
12. Miscellaneous | 10 _ 2.5
TOTAL 398 _ 100%
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4:11 Hypothesis Testing

Tn the preceding topics, T have been discussing in general about: the
trend of brewing and drinking of Busaa and Chang'aa. I have related
these activities to varisables like sex, age, occupation and I have
also related the activities to the issue of income and unemployment.
In the literature review, I formulated same hypotheses that I hoped
to test for their validity. In this section therefore, I will
examine these hypotheses and see whether they can be rejected or not,
whether they are significant and in general, what the data. shows about
them. The first of these hypotheses is:

1. The closure of clins resulted in a noticeable increased rate of

distillation and drinking of Chang'aa, but: a decrease in brewing and

drinking Busaa.

Below is an X2 (chisquare) table to test whether the closure led to
any change in brewing of either Busaa or Chang'aa.

11:1 Ho — There has been no change in the drinking of Busaa and/or
' Chang'aa after the closure of clubs.

Hp - There has been a change in é—inking of Busaa and/or
. Chang'aa after the closure:'of clubs.

., BEFORE | AFIER TOTAL ' 0.05
Busaa 58 59 117 df = (2-1) x (2-1)=1
—_Guang'aa 26 38 64
Total 84 97 181
—k

%2 (calc) = 1.56 / X g og2 = 3.841

o Ho is not rejected at 5% level, nor any other.
The calculated X2 is not significant, this suggests that there has been
no significant change in the rate of drinking of either Chang'aa or Busaa.
In the discussion using percentage, the proportion of Busaa drinkers
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before ban and that after the ban was constant at 98.3% .
the percentage shows no change.

68
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SO even
For Crang'aa however, there was a

change fram 44.1% to 63.3% of total drinkers (a difference of 19.2%).
It can be iferred that there may have been this 19.2% increase in
Chang'aa drinking, but it was not a significant one.

11:2. Hr_‘u

— there has been no change in brewing of Busaa and/or
Chang'aa after closure of clubs.
- there has been a change in brewing of Busaa.‘and/or

H
C:ang'aa after closure _of_ clubs
Busaa "Chang'aa| Total
Before ban .. 50 32 82
After ban 50 46 o5
Total 100 78 178
X* (calc) = 1.39 / x 0.052 = 3.841

Calculated X2 is not significant - meaning that there is no significant
Percentage-wise, the rate of Busaa brewing decreased
For Cha; .'aa however, the percentage

change in brewing.
fram 92.6% to 83.3%.

for Busaa

= 0.05
df = 1
dc, 0. 052 =

3.841

shows an increase of about 18.4% (fram 59 3% of brewers before ban

to 76.7%).

We can now examine the hypothesis fram the point of view of amount
breved before and after ban.

A —rE———— . .
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CHANG'AA BUSAA
Low High Tota Lo High
0-18.5 pots | 19-above 1 0.11.5 pots|19-obser Total
1 Before 32 0 32 Before 35 15 50
After 38 8 46 After 44 6 50
Total 70 8 78 Total 79 21 100
0.05 0.05
df =1 df =1
vdc = 0.052 = 3.841 dc= 0.052 = 3.841




Chang'aa X (calc) = 6.25 ' Busaa X2 (calc) = 4.86

2 = - 2 = =
X4 (calec) = 6.257 X j 52 = 3.841 X° (calc) = 4.86 > X ; 52 = 3.841.

This means that X2 calculated is significant at 5% level; and also
at 0.2 per cent level for Chang'aa only but at 0.1% level

it is not.

Chang'aa Xz (calc)

6.25 ». X g_022

5.412
phsaaz X2 (calc) = 4.86 > X g g2 = 5.412

Fram the above calculation of X2, we can see that brewing of Chang'aa
has increased on the criteria of the amount brewed - it is a
significant increese at 5%. Busaa brewing as well at this level

has increased. Using the amount drank therefore, we reject the HO
hypothesis that there has been no change in brewing of either Chang'aa
and/or Busaa and accept the alternative hypothesis.

We can still try to see if thers is any significant change in drinking
of either or both of these types of alcthol. Using table 4 - the
smenint of alcohol sold per day before and after the ban.

BUSAA CHENG'AA — e e o )
Low High _ Low High

0-14 pots 15 and over| ~ot3t 0-12 pots | 13 & over |Ct2
Before | 42 8 50 Before 30 2 32
After a1 9 50 After 27 19 46
Total 83 17 | 100 Total 57 { 21 78

0.05 ,

df = 1 . Busaa.X. (cale) = 0.07

dc = ¥y 052 = 3.841. Chang'aa X° {calc) = 10.365
2 = -
Chang'aa X .1¢) ="10.365 7 X g,052 = 3.841

The above figures show that at 5% level, x? calculated for amount of
Chang'aa sold is significant, but not for amount of Busaa sold.

i

11:3 Ho - There has been no change in sale of Chang'aa and/or
Busaa after closure of clubs.
Ha - There has been a change in the sale of Chang'aa and/cr
Busaa after the closure of clubs.

T
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At 5% level Hy is rejected for Chang'aa - I accepted the Hp hpothesis.
This leads me to infer that the sale of Chang'aa has increased after the
closure of clubs — which in turn signifies an increase in its
consumption. This hamonises with the percentage calculation for Chang'aa
in table 4 that brewers who initially sold mostly less than 7 bottles
a day have increased their sale to large quantities of over 7 bottles
a day. * (see discussion in preceding section). Busaa drinking, according
to the )(2 calculation above shows no major change — which tallies with
findings in percentages.
We can further infer that the hypothesis that the closure of clubs
led to an increase in Chang'aa distillation and drinking but to a
decrease in Busaa brewing and drinking holds water at the level which
I have shcm above.

HYPOTHESIS 2 Peasants and other pecole usually referred to as poor

from the largest portion of brewers and drinkers of either Busaa or Chang'aa

The independent variables in the above hypothesis are cccupation and
social status (poor here is measurable by size of land and head of
cattle). We can formilate the following testable hypothesis from this
broad cne; .. null hypothesis and an alternative one.

2:1 H, -~ Ocoupation does not determine wh is a brewer or a drinker
of Chang'aa and/or Busaa
Hy - Occupation determines who is a “rewer or a drmke:c of
Chang'aa and/or Busaa.
. Drinkers Brewers Total
.Unemployed 15 5 20 0.05
. | Peasants 28 54 82 df - (5-1) x %-1) =
| Teachers 12 - 12 Decision criterion
Retired 1 1 2 | Xy g2 = 9-488
Others 4 - 4 L
Total 60 60 120

X(calc)2 = 21.24 > X, (52 = 9.488
X° calculated is significant a5 5% level as well as 0.1 percent
level. This shows that Hy is rejected. Occupation therefore determines
who )
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is a brewer or drinker of either Chang'aa or Busaa in this sample
of 60 respondents for each group. This significance might however,
have been influenced by the large nunber of peasants for each group.
Drinkers account for 46.7% in this group and brewers 20%.

The second independent variable is the status of the respondents.

2:2., Hy - The status of the individual in the society dces not
determine who becanes a brewer or a drinker,
Hy - The status of the individual determines his decision

0 becane a brewer or a drinker.

SIZE OF LAND (ACRES) HEAD OF CATTLE

Drinkers |Brewers | Total | Drinkers | Brewers| Total
None 25 15 40 Nil 27 28 55
1-5.5 20 25 45 | 1-5 24 23 47
6-10.5 14 19 33 6-10 7 11 18
11 & over 1 1 2 11 & over 2 1 3
ITotal 60 60 120 Total 60 60 120

-

at = 3

de = 7.815 Table(ii) (calc)?2=1.25 & X =1.25 Xy g52 = 7.815
P = | s .

%2 caleulated is not significant. The status of drinkers and brewers
as seen in tables 7 and 8 is that there are more drinkers and brewers
as one descends in magnitude of the head of cattle and size of land. But
- the x2 value calculated shows no significant ralationship. This
means that there are other factors other than land and head of cattle
that make cne a brewer or a drinker. Hg has failed to be rejected
- for this independent variable - though the percentage in the table
tries to show the variable as significant (see discussion).

Hypothesis 3: Brewing and drinking activities for both Busaa and

Chang'aa are daninated by pecple with locw or no education

In the discussion about the education of hrewers and drinkers I
made the observation (fram table 10) that most brewers and drinkers



of Chang'aa and/or Busaa / more represented from pecple with no / are
education or’low education than fram those with high education.
Now, we want to test education as a variable in two ways: EDUCATION

3:1 l. Versus drinking and brewers as activities of the infommal
sector. : ' :
2. Versus amount drank after ban.

Hy = education level determines whether one is a brewer
and/or a drinker or not. '

Hp - Education level does not determine who becomes a brewer
and/or a drinker.

DRINKERS BREWERS
Before | After Total Baefore | After | Total
None 22 22 44 None 23 27 50
Low 24 25 49 Low 27 28 55
High 13 13 26 High 4 5 9
Total 59 60 119 motal | 54 60 114
0.05

"af = (3~1) x (2-1) = 2
a& = 5,991

A1l x? values calculated were insignificant. For drinkers X(cg1c)2
= 0.0096 and brewers K(Calc)z = 0.139.

We shall therefore reject Hp and accept Hy, Education level does not
have any significant determination on who drinks or brews. However,
again in this case, we remevber that using percentage, we saw that
most: of the brewers and drinkers have no or very low education.

%% calculation does not invalidate this cbservation. Tt seems that
education is not the only factor involved, its influence is not very
signifijcant.

I now proceed to the second way in which I want to measure the
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to measure the influence of education - therefore education versus
amount of alchohol drank.

CHANG'AA BUSaA
Low High | Total | Low High |[Total
None 1 17 18 None 9 18 27
Iow - 13 13 Low 6 12 18
High - 7 7 High 8 6 14
Total 1 37 38 Total 23 36 : 59
- !
0.05 Chang'aa x[calc} = 1,145
af = 5.991

:-:2 calculated for both Busaa and Chang'aa is not significant.
HE; remains unrejected. Bducation has no influence (significant) on
the amount of alcohol drank.

Hypothesis 4: A large portion of the drinkers are of youthful age

(0 — 49 ye-~s) than old age (50 years and above) and male dominated

The data that will aid us in the calculation of X¢ for this hypothesis
is contained in table 14, and 12:1, 12:2 from table 14 we saw that the
youth dominate the drinking of both Busaa ..nd Chang'aa, before and
after the ban. (see discussion on sex and age of drinkers etc 4:6).
For the X° calculation, we shall use the following hypothesis.

' Ho - Age does not determine entrance into Braaing or drinking
of Chang'aa and/or Busaa.
Ha, - Age is a criterion on drinking and brewing of Chang'aa and/or
Busaa.
BUSAA AGE VS NO. OF DRINKERS
Before After Total
Young 53 54 107 0.05.
| 01d 5 5 10 daf =1
Total 58 59 117 © dec = 3.841
X 2 = 0.0006



CHANG' AA _ AGE VS NO. OF DRINKERS
Defare After Total 0.0.5
Young 24 35 59 af =1
01d 2 3 = dc = 3.841
Total 26 38 (1]

In both cases, the value of xz calculated was noE significant. This

shows that there was no c¢change in distribution of age among Busaa and/or
Chang'aa drinkers after closure of clubs.

The closure of clubs did not in any way alter this dlS'tIibutJ.OD.
Also X2 camputation for the above hypothesis shows also that the

age variable is not a strong one ~ it iz not significant.

However,

even though this may be the case, but according to the percentage

proportion, age is a significant variable.

drinking of both Chang'aa and Busaa.

The youth daninate the

'Ihenextxzwillbefortlmwoftheresporﬂmtsversus drinking
of either Busaa and/or Chang'aa.

BUSAA SEX VERSUS NO. OF DRINKERS —
AT Before After Totals~
Male 43 a4 87 0.05
Female 15 15 30 df =1
Total 58 59 117 dc = 3.841
n
- CHANG'AA SEX VERSUS NO. OF DRINEERS
Total . =
Bofore | After tal 1. xX° (catc) = 0-0016
Male 21 32 53 -
Female 5 6 11 x2 (caic) = 0-1
Total, 26 38 64

X* calculated is not significant at this level of 5% signifying no
change in sexual distribution of the respondents, after the c¢losure of
clubs. , We want to test the variable sex versus the amount of alcohol
consumned
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Hy - Sex do=2s not determine amount of alcohol drank.

Ha - Sex determines the amount of alcohol drank.

BUSAA SEX VERSUS AMOUNT DRANK
Male 32 12 44 Note: Figures used are
Female 13 2 15 for after ban.
Total 45 14 59 Iow - 0 - 3 tins

214 High 14 and above tins
|

CHANG'AA . SEX VERSUS AMOUNT DRANK
Low High Total
Male 7 25 32 Low = Q - 3 glasses
Female 3 3 1 6 High = 4 glasses and over
Total 10 28 | 38
at = 1
dc = 3.841 Chang'aa x{calc}z = 1,99

Both values for X2 calculated are not sig. ificant. Sex therefore, is
not a significant variable for amount d;:ank This deces not harmonise
with the findings using percentage where we saw that Busaa and/or
Chang'aa drinking is dominated by males both before and after the ban
(see discussion 4:6).

so far, we have dealt with three variables, sex, age and education and
they have not been significant using Xz calculation. Mav be one of the
explanations is that on their own, these varisbles are not significant,
but they merge together and as a force, they influence the drinking

of Busaa and/or Chang'aa. The percentages however, showed that these
variables are influential on their own.
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Hypothesis 5: Lack of job opportunities (unemployment) leads

people into brewing Chang'aa and/or Busaa as alternative sources

of Incame

In section 4:10 I discussed brewing and distillation of Busaa and
Chang'aa respectively as Incame earning activities. I also discussed
how the money (incame) obtained from brewing and distillation is
used among the very many requirements in an order of magnitude
.according to the responses fram the brewers. In the above hypothesis,
the act cf brewing (and) or (distillaticn) is an alternative source
of incame — alternative to other means especially a2 salaried job.
In order to test the significance of this hypcthesis, we shall look
at two aspects fram it. _
1. Wwho among the brewers has another source of inccme (excluding
farm products) other than brewing.
2. Has . unemployment been measured to be significant a variable
in leading people into brewing.
In hypothesis two, we tested the significance of occupation as an
independent variable in brewing activities. The result was that
the value of X2 calculated (i.e 21.24) was greater than the expected
value at 5% i.e 9.488. Occupation was therefore a determinant of
who became a brewer or a drinker of either Chang'aa and/or Busaa.
Th the percentage proncrtion, unemployed pecople and peasants had
. the highest representation; 90% of total brewers and 8.3% respectively.
These figures and the X2 calculated help us to infer that since
peasantry in this hypothesis is not considered as a 'job opportunity’,
then the majority of brewers are those without jobs; hence they have
been forced to brew either Busaa or Chang'aa. It is the lack of
jobs that drove them into the activity.

aAs for the first statement, a lock at table 9 shows us that although
the drinkers are distributed among every category of occupation,
brewers are not. There is no brewer who features in any paid category
of paid workers e.g. teaching. Nor is there any brewer in the section
of 'others' - ccnsisting of watchmen, petty shopkeepers and farm
labourers. Brewing is their only source of income.
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Int-helightoftheaboveargmrentwecanmakean;inference that
the hypothesis stands at this level of iradequate (improper)
statistical analysis to invalidate it or strengthen it as it
states. I willl therefore accept it at this lower level of testing.
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CHAPTER 5 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

In this last Chapter, I will review same of the preceding Chapters and
pinpoint some of the areas of cancern that bear a significant tone to

this research. Lastly, I will examine same of the findings and
deliberations of the study and cane up with suggestions and recammendations
about possible ways to solve or minimise the problem of brewing and
distillation of Busaa and Chang'aa respectively.

T the literature review, I discussed at length the issue of the

informal. sector with reference to unemployment and also brewing, distillery
and drinking of Busaa and Chang'aa. One of the key areas of concern

was the increasing level at which unemployment is xising'in our Kenyan
éntext not to mention on internmaticnal lcvel. One of the paramount
a@L%MLml scholars (and quoted; =bout unenployment
;a._rjé_its causes was inability of the fommal sector to meet the rising
demand of jobs in the country. This was further accentuated by the
éiscovery that job-seekers have got 'diverse aspirations fram scume of
those offered by the formal sector; asprirations which many a write-
attributed to the educaticn offered in our schools that fails to

prepare the graduates fram such schools fo— their future lives fram the
=4

availahle resocurces cpen to them.

Emid ' several suggestions as to what exactly our educaticn system
should. aim to pass to the students and what skills and knowledge it
chotlld entail and try to instil into these students, arcse also the
issue of lack of resources for proper ecanamic develcmment. The
question of resources was seen as arising out of the country's lack

of natural "riches" i.e minerals and fuel, key to industrial econamic
“develcpment that is acceptable as the key answer to umemployment -
however limited this assumption could be.

Tt was further realised in the literature review that our country's
economy is heavily dependent on agriculture and therefore there was need
for this sector to be developed.. In the light of creation of job
opportunities of the same magnitude as those in other sectors that
acted as a force to lure job—seekers and make them aspire higher than
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they could achieve. The limitation of agriculture, i.e lack of land
was also examined and suggestions made in the summary of the literature
review about possible ways to minimise it.

Iastly, but not least was the discussion on informal sector activity of
brewing and drinking Chang'aa and/or Busaa — the central issue in this
study. Several hypotheses were formulated to be tested during the
research and in subsequent Chapter on Data analysis. T also discussed
the methodologyﬂused in the research and the problems encountered in
the field especially -duringthe interviews.

The crucial Chapter, however, has been the one preceding this one -

the Chapter in which I discussed brewing, distillery and drinking of
Busaa and Chang'aa vis—avis independent varibles like sex, age and
education and found for example that not a single one of these variables
has paramount control over the decision to brew or drink Chang'aa and/or
Busaa by the individual. But it led me to the conclusion that as a group
of variables, they influence(d) the behaviour of brewers and drinkers,
though this as not proved through the calculation of x2 s but together
with the percentages, one could easily notice the relationship that
existed between the variables.

Significantly, occupation was found to be a & tenminant of who drinks

or who becares a brewer. This has been one of my standpoints in the
literature review that not everybody can becare a brewer especially in
the rural areas. Prestige and status play a major role in the behaviour
of rural folks. It is therefore only 'peasants' and the 'poor' or the
unerployved who actually engage in brewing and distillation of Busaa and

Chang’aa respectively. BAs for the drinkers. there was no major criterion
in distri t+he ca ries.

In this Chapter, I found also that a greater nurber of the drinkers and
brewers were disoontent with the govermment's action to close down the
clubs. Many of them viewed this action as the beginning of the now
indefatigable problem of excessive brewing and drinking of Chang‘aa.

Most of the brewers (see section 4:10) argued that brewing was their only



saun@e-of income ond even if they were expected to develop their farms,
theyneededmoneytodothis—henceﬂaeyargued,ﬂmeyshouldbeallowed
to brew as to get this money.

Generally then, this is what I have been discussing in the preceding
Chapters. I will now discuss the issue of Busaa clubs and Chang'aa
distillation separately and advance same of the suggestions put farward
by respondents, which I may or may not support.

5:2 BUSAA AND THE BEER-HALL (CIUBS) ISSUE '

In Chapter 3, I discussed same of the problems encountered by brewers
and drinkers in thei: use of the Busaz clubs. Same of these were later
high-lighted in Chapter 4 (4:9). In this section, I will examine samne -
of the suggestions advanced by the respondents and their feasibility in
their present Kenyan context.

Same respondents during the resexich thought that we should go back to
our traditions and drink Busaa at hamre and to allow only adults. Also,
they argued, the santtions that underlined brewing and drinking of Busaa
were to be re—established. This suggestion (though not put to data) was
received during participant cbservation on key-informant discussions.
However, the majority of the respondents. (see Chapter 4) argued that
going back to the traditional style of drinking Busaa had its set-backs.
For one thing, we could not deny the younger generation drinking Busaa
(having already initiated them into the practice) if they can show
respnsibility in doing so, better than they do when drinking Chang'aa.
Also, brewing at hane can easily lead to other problems like lack of
discipline among drinkers since they are not immediately within easy
reach of the law as they were at the club where their behaviour was
" checked by the club pricprieter and adminstration police controlled by
the local councils.

This later canp of respondents aqitated therefore for a re-establishment
of Busaa clubs to serve the cammon man who cannot afford beer or whisky
and at the same time who finds Chang'aa a bit too bitter and 'hard'

to quench thirst and hunger. Busaa is a soft drink and sweet to the
taste.
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They arqued for example that if the government has to crack down on
excessive drinkers of alcohol, then it should start with beer and whisky.
All night clubs, bars etc should cperate under strict regulations.

Busaa and Chang'aa cannot be singled from a multitude of alcoholic

drinks and accused of causing under-development; in any case, if

clubs have to blame for causing under-development, then it was due to
poor organisation of the clubs — not those who drank or brewed fram there.
The following then are the suggestions that came up during the research:

(a) No single person should be allowed to run a club - whether he
built it or not. The club(s) should be run by a council or a
society (or organisation) - prefe.rably made of brewers and drinkers
oftheperipheralareaoftheclubs—andtoccmsistoft!';earea
Assistant Chief or any other administration officer far its smooth-
running. This body would 'rent' the club from its owner anéd run
it by licence fram the Distric Cammissionexr {(liquor licensing Board
chairman) . ‘

(o) All brewers who want to use the club would do so by application
to the body and by satisfying the conditions set up by this body.
They would for examwle be required to subsidize a certain amount
of money to the body as 'rent' for +he use of the club for a
specified period of time (preferably one day). This would solve
the prablem of the owner having antonamous say in who is allow ed
+o use the club and also prevent discriminative services

. camplained of by the respondents.

(c) The council, (body running the club) would be responsible for its’
majntenance - meeting all health regulations and requirements and

, accammodation of its members. |

(@) The hours of operation have to be reviewed. Initially, clubs
opened twice a day; fram 10.a.m to 2 p.m. and 4.p.m. to ll.p.m.
The new times should be from 2 p.m. €0 6 p.m (weekdays) and
10 a.m to 6 p.m. on weekends.

(¢) The council would ensure, among other things, that the quality
of Busaa brewed confirms to the requirement of the custamers -
an issue that contributes to drinkers shifting to Chang'aa.

(f) Speclal licences to be offered (throygh the council) - and paid
for-to those brewing at hame who have special reasons for doing so.
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(g) Lastly, clubs should be distributed on sub-locaticnal basis
(to avoid congestions) and to be allocated at convenient
places (not necessarily market places) so as not to
interfere with the smooth-running of other activities e.qg

education or religious activities.

5:3 CHANG'AA DISTTTTATION

In Chapter 4, I dismssed the opinion of the respondents about the

issue of Chang'sa distillation. For example, most of the bre.;rers (66.7%)
and a good fraction of drinkers (23.3%) thought that Chang'aa is
dangerous +o health. And whereas 33.3% of the drinkers wanted Chang'aa
legalised, 65% of brewers thought so too.

Dut then, 43.3% of tle drinkers wanted Chang'aa banned altogether -

that is in the event that clubs were re—cpened and Busaa made available.

Even though most of the brewers thought that Chang'aa was detrimental
+o health, but only 26.7% thought it sculd be banned. I have already
discussed the reascns for this view in Chapter 4. With legalisation

however, it involved generally the following:

(a) Egtablishm=nt of a co-operative or a company — under the auspices
of the Ministry of regional plamning - to buy Chang'aa fram
producers (brewers) the same way K.C.C. does with milk. This
co-operative would have several factor.es where the Chang'aa would
e processed to cobtain a 'spirit' - a Kenyan whisky - which would
be camrercially sold like any other drink in the country.
{b) Brewers would be required to obtain a licence (renewable) of
operation fram a body formed specifically for this purpose (or
the same body licensing Busaa brewing). Only that the licence
would be granted if the brewer(s) satisfied the following conditions
and any other percieved or thought necessary.
(1) Construction of a shack or building where distillation
would take place - certified by a health officer.
(11) Construction of drainage or disposal facilities of Chang'aa
' residue (locally called 'immna') - so as to avoid
polluting rivers by this residue.
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(iii) The brewer would sell all his procduce straight to the
co-peerative (or campany) at a depot in established quantitiés
e.g 20 -litre cans and payment would be made immediately or
after a specified period of time.

Payment.would depend.cn the amount and quality of the Chang'aa distilled.
{c) All processes of cammercial processing, bottling,distribution
would be done by the co-perative.

The above suggestions which I tend to agree with would be more effective
than the sporadic raids organised by the goverrment fram the regional
police headquarters which is already an inteference with the force that
has other immediate duties. Also, brewers have strated finding ways of
bypassing the raids by bribing the police or locating 'scouts' to be
on the lockout for them — hence by the +ime these policemen arrive,
they can only arrest innocent wananchi out of frus cration at their
failure to get the real culprits. Infact, very many pecple are

framed with bottles of Charig'aa and taken to court and charged when
they are not even drinkers of any alcoholic drink!

However, we should be aware that in the sixties, the Uganda govermment
made an effort to discourage the illicit distillery of "enguli"
(waragi) by establishing a modern distelle~-y of "Waragi" The exercise
had ahnpst the opposite effect - illegal distilery went on - "waragi”
bottles/quickly acquired to contain the illicit licquor and the / were
consumers stuck to this brand - arguing that it was more tasty ;han the
HOO%OWIQSS" Uganda "waragi" distilled by the government. Therefore,
if the govern-ment undertakes to builéta distillery ("factory") for
Chang'aa, the "manufactured” Chang'aa will definitely face a steep
campetition from the one distilled at hame - unless its quality is
.pPreserved.

Brewing is now a criminal offence, and those arrested - unless they
find ways to avoid being taken teo court - end up being fined heavily.
I remember during the period preceding Easter holidays (1984) +two
brewers had been fined Shs. 10,000 and Shs. 500 for being found with
distilled Chang'aa and the impliments used, respectively, But even
such fines do not deter other brewers fram going to the "factory".



The safest veriod to go and distil Chang'aa is immediately after a
raid — since it is unlikely that the ‘raiders' will care again for
another 2 - 3 weeks. '

Tt is also ircnical that the govermment has intensified raids was

the only means of eradicatina the distillery of Chang'aa. Why has it
not for exammle, tried to put a stoo to the sale of resources and
impliments, etc, used for distilling Chang'aa - such as Molasses,
white-sugar, drums, huge pots and sufurias, yeast etc. Fines should
for examle be imposed on those found buying drums and large pots
without anv specific function for them. However, the acverxment has
to justify its stand on distillation of Chang'aa and hrewing of Busaa
more clearlv because if they are taken as criminal nractices, there
are other alccholic drinks that are just as haxmful to develomment or
to the individual pexrson other than these two.
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APPENDIX I - TABILES

TARTE I Distribution of drinkers and brewers before and after the ban

DERSONS
BEFORE BAN AFTER BAN
Defrikers | Brewers | Drinkers | Brewers
Busaa s8 69* |so e1* |59 60.8%| 50 s52.1"
(98.3) | (92.6) (98. 3) (83.3)
*
Chang'aa 26 31" 32 39* |38 39.2"}46 47.9*
(a4.1) | (59.3) (63.3) (76.7)
Total of Respondents 59 54 60 60
frotal of responses g4 100" |82 100* |97 100* |96 100"

Note:I Above are frequencies for each cell:-~ the figures in
parenthesis are percentages calculated fram the total mumbe::
of respondents indicated in colum totals.

2 Figures with asterisk are percentages calculated fr-m total
of responses.

mable 2. Distribution of Average Monthly Amount of alcohol brewed in

relation to the type of alcohol brewed before and after the ban
Type of alcchol/pericd

Chang'aa Busaa

Before -After Before After
0 - 6.5 29 (90.6) 15 (32.6) 10 (20) 25 (50)
7 -12.5 3 (9.4) 15 (32.6) 14 (28) 15 * (30)
i3 - 18.5 - 8 (17.4) | 11 (22) 4 (8)
19 - 24.5 - 5 (10.9) 9 (18) 4 '(8)
25 and over - 3 (6.5) 6 (12) 2 (4)
Total of 46 (76.7*)| 50 (83.3 *)
Respondents 32 (53.3) { 3 )50 (R3.3

Note: T The intervals have heen arranged this way due to the nature of

the answers. In subsequent tables, the decimal point was not neces-
sary and therefore the intervals are arranved withdut them.

Note: 2 Fram now henceforth, the neriod after the closure of clubs and han
on traditional licudr will be referred to simolv as 'Before' or
IAfter' in the tables.
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TABIE 3

No. OF TIMES

TABIE 4

Average Monthly Times Of Brewing In Relation To The Type of
Alcohol Brewed.
No. OF BREWERS
CHANG'AA BUSAA
BEFORE, BAN | AFTER BAN | BEFORE AFTER

1l or less._ 16 (50) 7 (15.2) 5 (10) 27 (54)
2 - 3 times| 14 (43.7) 18 (3%.1) 23 (46) 12 (24)
4~-5 " 2 (6.3) 20 (43.4) 16 (32) 9 (18) '
Over 5 " - 1(2.2) | 6 (12) 2 (4)
TOTAL 32 (100) 46 (100) 50 "(100) 50 (100)

Note: 1 2bove are frequencies for each cell; the figures in
parenthesis are percentaes calculated from the total
number of respondents indicated in colum totals

2 Figures with asterisk are percentages calculated from
total of responses=.

Average Amount Of Alcchol Sold Before and After the ban on daily basis

AMIUNT SCLD

4:1 BUSAA No. OF BREWERS
BEFORE | AFTER
2 or less 19(26) 22 (44)
3 - 8 bots 19 (38) 10 (20)
9-14" 10(20) 9 (18)
15 =-20" 6(12) 9 {18)
21 and above | 2(4) =
TOTAL 50(100) | 50 (100)

No. CF BREWERS

4:2 CHANG'AA

BEFORE AFTER

" g [ 2 or less vott] 13 (40.6) 3(6.5)
®| 3 -7 bots 14(43.8) | 4(8.7)
% 8- 12 " 3(9.4) |20(43.5)

13 - 17 " 1(3.1) [12(26.1)
18 and above 1(3.1) | 7(15.2)
TOTAL 32 (100) {46 (100)

Note: 1 above are frequencies for ea ch cell; the figures in
parenthesis are percentages calculated from the total
nunber of respondents ndicated in colum totals

2 Fiqures with asterisk are percentages calculated from
total of responses.

....-..88



88 -

TABLE 5 Distribution of drinkers bj reasans given for Prefering to drink

either Chang'aa or Busaa

TYPE OF ALOOHOL (RESPONCES)

BUSAA CHANG'AA
@ Cheap | 35 (23.5) | 7 (46.7)
= Satisfying | 40 (26.8) 3 (20)
§ healthy:drink | 43 (28.9) - Note
to get drunk | - 3(20) Figures in Parenthesis for
v food 31 (20.8) 1 (6.7) table 5 and 6 are percentac
g Medical - 1.(6.7) of Frequency of responses
T - calculated fram column tots
TOTALS CF .
RESPONSES 149 (100) 15 (100)
TABLE 6 Distribution of brewers by reasons advanced for Prefering to braw

Busaa or distill Chang'aa

}‘!PE OF ALCOHOL (RESPCNSES

BUSARA CHENG'RA
8 | cheap to Repare | 25 (67.6) | 2 (3.9)
% | Earns More than
E others S (13.5) | 31 (60.8)
Has heavy demand
@ | than others 7 (18.9) 12 (23.5)
Not perishable - 1 (2.0)
g Do=s not know how
to prepare - S (9.8)

TOTAL OF RESPCNSES

37 (100) | 51 (100)

TABLE 7 Distribution of drinkers and brewers on the basis of size of land
orzr oF L2AND (ACRES)
K N | 1-5.5 | 6 -10.5 11 and above
% DRINKERS | 2.5 20 14 "‘1—————-1%-?1'—
BREMEYRT 15 25 19 1 60
(25) (41.7) (31.7) (1.7) (100)

Note: Figures in Parenthesis are percentages (calculated from

. total numb

of the given frequencies.

er of respondents i.e. 60 for each sample)
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TABLE 8 Distribution of Drinkers and brewers on the basis of the head
OF Cattle they own:
HEAD OF CATTLE
| NIL 1-5 6 - 10 11 and above
% DRINKERS {27 24 7 2
(45) (40 (11.7) {3.3) _._._
BREWERS 25 23 11 1
(41.7) (38.3) (13.3) (1.7)
Note: Figures in Parenthesis.aré percentages (calculated from
total number of respondents i.e. 60 for each sample) of
- the given frequencies. -
TABLE 9 Distributidn of ‘drinkers and brewers by their occupation
' NO. OF PERSQNS
E DRINKERS BREWERS - same instructions as table
]
& | Unemployed | 15 (25) 5 (8.3) Unemploved
| Peasants 28 (46.7)} 54 (90) [iE without any specific job
b3 (occupation)
& | Teachers 12 (20) 2 (i) those without land, or
& | Retired 1(1.7) 1(1.7) with a small plot (less
Others 4 (6, 7] - than 1 acre) where no
cultivation takes place
TOTAL 1 60 60 Peasants
Have land above 1 acre and
cultivate crops for fami Ly
cansumption
Others
'E.g. Petty shopkeepers, watchmed
etc.
(ABLE 10 - Distribution of drinkers and brewers according to Education level,

before and after ben.

_ ~ NO. OF PERSONS
=3
E DRINKERS BREWERS  |Use Instructions belew
_ Figures in parenthesis are
& INONE|BEFORE | AFTER BEFORE _ |AFTER [percentages of frequencies
= from colum totals.
22 22 23 27
% NONE |} (37. 3) (36.7) 42 R 4s JONE - not attended school
24 25 27 28 LOW - school up to Std. 8
LOW }(40.7) (41.7) (50} (46.7) HICH - secondary level and
13 13 4 5 or above
HIGH{(22) 2L.7) " | (7.4) (8.3)
T(l!I'AL 59 (100)| 60 (100) | 54 (i00) I 60 (1({0)




TABLE 11:

Distribution of drinkers by the type of alcohol drank,

amount and drank before and after ban in relation to sex

11:1 BUSAA SEX,/NO. OF PEOPLE
MALE FEMALE
Before After Before After
6 tins or less| 7 (16.3) 22 (56) 8 (53.3) 9 (60)
E 7 - 13 tins 9 (20.9_)_ __10_(22.7) 4 (2(:'3._7)_ 1 4 (26.7)
a
14 - 20 tins 12 (27.9) 8 (18.2) 3 (20) 2 (13.3)
E 21 and over 15 (34.9) 4 (9.1) - -
l.i TOTAL _43 (100) 44 (100) 15 (100) 15 4100)

Note:1.Figures in parenthesis are percentages calculated from columm

totals of the frequencies given.
2.Period of time is for one week.

11:2 CHANG'RA

SEX,/NO OF PEOPLE

MALE FEMALE
Before After Before After
1 glass or less.|{ 8 (38.1) 1 (3.1) 3 (60) 1 (16.7)
E b - 3 glasses |10 (47.6) 6 (18.8) 1 (20) 2 (33.3)
B 14 - 5 glasses | 3 (14.3) 10 (31.2) 1 (20) 3 (50)
é I6 and over - 15 (46.9) _ _
TOTAL 21 32 5 6

Same instructions as for table 11:1
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TARLE 12 Distrilution of drinkers by sex amd age ard the type of alcolol
drank before ard after kan,

12,1 BJsAA

SEX/NO. CF PECPLE

MALE FEMALE
BEFORE | AFTER _ |-BEFORE AFTER Note: For
* * *
YOUNG 39 90.7" | 40 %.9" |14 93.3" | 14 93,37 | [hlel.lan
(67.3) (67'81 (24 .1)* (23.7) .
* * .
§ CLD 4 8.3 4 8.1 1 (6.7 16.7 1-F1gtérhe§ in
(6.9) (6.8) - | @.7) a.7) Parentheis are
T Percentage from
3] Torar, 43 (74.1) | 44 (74.6)|15 (25.9) | 15 (25.4)|Grard totals.
| 2.Figures mark
GRAND TOTAL |58 59 58 59 2.Figures mazk
percentages £

column totals.

12.2 CHANG'AA

SEX/NQ. CF PEOPLE
MBLE FEMALE . |
BEFORE AFTER - BEFORE AFTER
= x *
YOUNG 19 %0.5 30 93.8 5 1c0 _§ 83.3
(73.1) (78.9) (19.2) (13.2)
K . *
QLD 2 8.5 2.6.2 s - 1 16.7
% (7.7) (5.3) (2.6)
TOTAL 21 (80.8) 32(84.2) 5(19.2) 6 (15.8)
'| GRAND TOTAL 26 38 26 38

TABLE 13.1 Distrilution of drinkers according to the type of alcolol they
first drank in relation to age and sex.

TYPE OF ALCHOHOL/ND. OF PEOPLE

BUSAA CHANG'AA
MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE
BELOW 1OYRS | 19 (31.7)| 12 (20) - - .

10-20 " |12 (20) 2 (3.3)| - -
glmamovm 9 (15) 3 (5 3 (5) 4

Note:

Figures in Parenthesis are Percentages calculated tal
sample of €0 respondents 2 frrom ®0
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TARLE 13.2. Distribution of drinkers according to reasons given for starting
o drink in relation to age.
RFASONS
FRIENDS" OTHER
INFLUENCE INFLUENCE REASONS
BELOW 10¥rs | 31(51.7) - -
Elo -20" 5(8.3) 6 (10) 3 (3) :
21 ard akove] - 10(16.7) 5(8.3)
Note: Figures in Barenthesis are Percentages calculated fran
total sample of 60 respordents
TABLE 14 Distribution of drinkers by age amd type of alcohol diank before
and after the ban,
TYPE OF ALCOHOL/PERSONS i
BUSAA CHANG'2A
EBEFCORE AFTER EBEFORE AFTER
YOUND 53 54 24 35
049 Yrs| (91.4) (91..5) 92.3) (92.1) .
g OLD 5 5 2 3
%150 amd
§ over (8.6) (8.5) (7.7) (7.9)
TOTAL 58 (100){ 59 (100) 26 (100) 38 (100)
Notes Figures in Parenthesis are Percentages of frequerncies
calculated fram colunn totals.
TAELE 15:.  Distribution of brewers by age and type of alchohol brewed
before and after ban.
TyPE OF ALCOHOL/PERSONS
HISAA ' CHANG 'AA
BEFORE | AFTER BEFCRE AFTER
YOUNGZ 37 . 3 2] 38
E 0 ~ 49 Yrs | (74) (74) (84.4) (82.6)
aLD 13 13 5 8
50 and over| (26) (26) 1 (@5.6) 17.4)
imm.s 500100) |..50@o0) | 32000) | 45@00)
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TARIE 16: Distribution of drinkers and brewers who suvport and/or

do not support the closure of clubs and/or ban on traditional

alcchol

16:1 DRINKERS 16:2 BREWERS

Ban Closure Closure

Figures in parenthesis are percentage of frequencies given
calculated

TABIE 17:1 Distribution of respondents on their opinion about the closure
of the clubs and ban on traditional beer

17:1 Support ban and/or closure

BREWERS DRINKERS
1. Encouraged crime 1 .4 (9.3) .. 5.(15.2)
2. Encouraged laziness 5 (11.6) e
3. Discriminative service at clubs| 24 (55.8) 4 (12.1)
4. Made under unhealthy conditions - -
5. Chang'aa dangerous to health |10 (23.3) 22 (66.7)
TOTAL 43 (100) 33 (101)

Figures in parenthesis are calculated fram colum totals and
represent percentage proportions. y

17:2 Do not support either ban and/or closure
BEFWERS D
1. Brewing earns revenue 30 (36.6) 15 (23.1)
2. For refreshment 25 (30.5) 23 (35.4)
3. Traditional drink 27 (32.9) 27 (41.5)
Total 82 (100) 65 (100)

Same instructions as for table 17:1
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TABLE 18: Distribution of respondents on their solutions about the
closure of clubs and Chang'aa distillation
18:1 BUSAA CLUBS
BREWERS DRINKERS
Clubs to be re-cpened 41 (68.3) 46 (76.7)
Want special licences 10 (16.7) 5 (8.3)
= i
&l clubs to r@main closed 8 (13.3) 8 (13.3)
1
ano not know 1 (1.7) . 1 (1.7) ’
-
| TOTAL 60 (100) 60 (100)
-

Figures in parenthesis are percentage of frequencies given

calculated from total sample

18:2

CHANG'AA DISTILLATION
[ BEWERs | DRNKERS |
Legalise distillation | 39 (65) 20 (33.3)
Svecial licence 4 (6.7) 9 (15)
| Want it banned 16 (26.7) 26 (43.3)
Do not know 1(1.7) 5 (8.3)
TOTAL 60 (101) 60 (99.9)

Ssme instructions as above.
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APPENDIX 3: STRUCTURED QUESTIONS FOR KEY INFORMANTS

1. What is Busaa prepared fram? :

2. What are the requirements for brewing a drum of Buéaa?
3. What is the approximate profit from a drum of Busaa?

4. How and where was Busaa brewed, during traditional days?

5. How was drinking of Busaa organised in the traditicnal days?
i.e. Who was allowed to drink and on what occasions.

6. What functions did Busaa have in the traditional days?

7. vhat were the taboos and sanctions placed on brewing and drinking
of Busaa iff the traditional days? Are these taboos/sanctions still
functioning to the present day?

8. Who initiated Busaa clubs and how were they run? ‘

9. How werebrewersanddrinkersallowedteusetheclﬁbs?

10. What were same of the prdblems exverienced at the club by drinkers
and brewers?

11. DI you notice any undesirable thing about the Busaa clubs - for
example the behaviour.-of its users or proprietor?

12. How was Chang'aa diffused into this (cur) community? - do you 2
remember when and where it was first distilled. Who started distilling it

13. Doyouknoworcouldyouhaveheardabouttherealplacem:peo_ple
who started distilling Chang'aa?

14. How did veople react to Chang'aa - espec‘ally drinkers and brewers
when they came to know about it?

15. Do you think that pecole welcamed the closure of clubs? -
exnlain your inswers. Do you think this closure had any effects
on the brewers and/or drinkers of either Busaa or Chang'aa?

16. -Any othe¥business - e.g Classification of any issue that had
arisen ocut of the interview and had not been very clear.



CHAI'TG'AA“-BREI'HJ\K}_ AND DRIILIYIIG Tl Z{OLOIANI DIVISION

f

KAKAILIGA: TMPACT OF TiIZ CLOSURE OF BUSAA CLUBS

IISTRUCTIONS ¢

1. Please give short clear answvers waen you are required

to explain or specify a given answer.,

2e Wirite N.A, in the blank spaces when the question does

not concern you,
3. Note that the word Ti¥is as used in some gquestions does

not refer to debes but to 'Ximbo! or 'Blue Band!?! containers,

4, Note that Busaa clubs were closed in 1979,

LCTION A PERSONATL

SeX seessees(l = MALE, 2= FiiALl)

Marital Status ........ (1 = Single, 2 - Married)

V1llage Lo.b..oo--o:o Sub=location es e eeacsorn Location snssepmaa

%

Occupation .scceesscee Grade seeccconce Salary/wage KsShey sseseese

' per day/week/month/annum (DILETE HICHIVIR IS INNAPPLICABLZT)

01, If you héve no specific occupation that ‘earms you a
salary orlwage, state whether you are: (TICK IN ONEZ
APPLICABLE ONE)

(2) Retired on Pension (. ) State how much. you get,
Kshe +evetsese/month,
(b) Unemployed ( ) (o) Casual labourer ( )

(d) Peasant ( ) (e) PFisherman ( )
(£) other(s) SPOOLILY utosnscescocensrscscssncscnsceses

02. Do you have children in school for whom you pay school

fees Sessvssgatese ‘Ybs/No V

ve/2



i1, “That other property do you'have“e

I'Property i Size " Property | Size.

py —

t . —
a?

a.
SECTION B - FOR DRINKERS ONLY

S e d © 1 ——endn

s N : L
v e
v 7 : . . , ;

Ol. Do you drink both Ghang'aa and Busaa .... YES/NO
If the answer is !'No' specify the type ybu drink

lol...no‘ooooo.-ooco.ocl.._olooco,..-..o..o.....--

02, ﬁﬁét'othgr type(s) of alcohol do you drink,.
(a) Spirits (e.z. Whisky) ( )
(b) Any type of alcohol ( )
"(c¢) Beer ( ') (TTCK Il ONLY THOST THAT ARE

APPLYCASLE)

03. Yhat was the first type of alcohol that you drimk

Y YRR R E RN NN XN when was thi.s sesesacesn 19 ' YY)

o, Uhat made you start drinlking (TICK IN APPROPRIATE BOX)
(a) to kiil time ( )
(b) +o0 drown my SOrIOowWs ( )
(o) to relax after work ( )
(d) to be drunk.. ( ). .
(e) Because my friends used to drinlk ( )
(£) Other TeasonS <ccecerecvessacasccssscccss

\
......'....ﬂ._'.BO‘OQDODUUDIHCHUQOCC“.O..'...

©5. What time do vou usually drink cessessececcecsracssvcacen

(epecify the time of day, week, or month or occasion)

06, - Do you drink now for the same reason that made you
start ( ) 1 = YES, 2 = NO, If the answer is

']:IO' SpeOifY Olearly ‘fhy '_V'O'u drinl‘\:. MNOW esossstoesrssesn

I.....'.‘.l..o.oiit...........l-.ll.......ti'..'.."‘.'..‘



&

03."ﬁqw_haﬁf'bf*yoﬁr children arve working and contributing

ok,

‘50 yYour Tfelfare_ ..l“....--._tn'.n..o.(GIvE THT NUT'!BER)

How much do they earn month/per annum (D=LETE T9r:

INNAPPLICABLE)
(a) Below Ksh.500 ( )
(b) Between Ksh. 500 ~ 2,000 ( )
(e)_ Above Ksh, 2,000 )
NB: Answer by giving the number of children in each
. ecategory, iy
- 05.. What type of hdﬁse(s) do you stay in (TICK © Y WHERE
APPLICABLZ)
(a) Mabati - Semi Permanent ( )
(b) HMabati Permanent ( )
: (c¢) Thatched ( )
- 06, Have you been to school ...;..;.q...Yés/No
97, - That class did you achieve (TICK AS APPROPRIAT:E)
(2) Standara ( ) (b) Standara 7 (c.r,E.) ( )
(o) Standara 8 ( ) (a) Secondary School ( ),
Form vvevunun.....
68, Do you own a Plot or plots of lang *ereeccrss Yes/No
. If the answer is 1'YES! gtate the approximéte total
slze inlacres “evecsracenae
09, Do you make use of your land .....,.,, Yes/No
10, How do:ggke use of it o o
T -
I Aotivity Size 6f land | JActivity Size of land
98 el T ——
3 ¥ R
3] 5. ] i
4¢

L —
rﬂ'nl
!

e e o o e ]

10
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,.;(;,'

“(b)
(0)

1 08..

(2)
()
(c)
(a)

()

10,

11,

(2)
(v)
(o)
(a)

'Why do you say so,.’ (TIGK IIT APPROPRIATE BRACKDT)
It-1is brewed by many people (. _)

it 1s the only one brewed where I stay ( )

others (SPeciﬁr) Sasv, Pl escrrisenecettennnces

Between Chang aa and Busaa, which onrne do you like

r'-\bBSt to drinic Otioc..--ocooo.oo-coo.' Jh‘y' do you lilke
it so,

It is cheaper ( ‘) -
It is more -atlsfying ( )

It is less dangetops to health ;(” )
I get drunk fester - ( )
Others (specify) escasse

4.....'.............

(TICK IN APPROPRTATZ &MC’L??(u) )

Ykat type(s) orf alooliol were you drinking before
the closure of Busaa elubs (1979).

(Busaa, Chang'aa, Beer, all types)

Is 1t (or are they) the same. type(s) that you drink
now Y=S/NoO. If the answer is 'NOt Specify what
Yyou drink mow oi 8imply proceed to Q 11
.t.....-...O...O.l...ccO..O....p..o.'c....-.to!"‘.

How did the ban on Busaa affjeot you (TICK IN ONLY ONE
APPLICABLE ALTERNATIVZ)

Made me stop drinking altogether ( )

Made me start drinking Chang! aa ( )

Made me start drinking more Chang'aa ( )

I started drinking other types of alcohol bht not
Chang'aa ( )

f

Had no effect at all 6n)ﬁy drinking ( )

r o


I4a.de

12,

13,

(a)
(v)

(c)

14,

{aJ-
(b)_

(o)

¢ 8¢t s arace e e . .'-...ne.-n-.c.e.ﬂ.n.n.vnt_i..l....u.o‘

If the answer to O 11 is -'b! specify why wyou chose

Chang'aa and not other types of alcohol tevr s esssesnene

........

Container/amount : Cost - Per week
R DR T cade . - * -
_Glass Ss e v 0anmsasae sevese Per wveelk
Tins (can$) ....... LT rer week

BOttleS s e e s seanpaa seseve Per week

What is the capacity (weight) of the tins or can .s

you use for bt ,.....ii.ieu.. (1 kg 2 kg, 500 gm.)

Hav;:g;er beenlppniShed.fpr-drinking YIS /No

If your answer is 1YIG! specify by ticlting in ‘the *
appropriate bracket{s).. .. ... ...

Arrest and fine, ( .. ), how. mueh-did-you pay Kshe eq...0.
Ihmprisonment ( ) How long was it ..sesae.

(dayg, mopthg;:Yeérs)

R RE RN

Affest and detention ( ). HOW long Sesmes st aTsRereas

If you have been punished more than once by the type

of punishment®) +; you have mentioned above state the
Punishmentis in their order of occurrence in the table

below, for each, state either the fine you paid oxr |

Period you took.

fine/Period of Punishment

Punishmnent
(years etc).

- — —

B e e 5 r————— ——— it




06.

07.

08,

09,

1.

11,

12,

- Vil — Halbld DOAMESG ALLANE LYl " ela e By WEL S W el TV - sy STy w

T
If the answer is 'HO! specify how Trequently you brew

now 9 & 2 O 8 & * 0 O QS &4 § eSS S S eSS S SO FE PSR SETE SN TDO SO S

Which type of alcohol do you brew more Trecuently eccccececsces

Why do you brew this type of alcohol more frequently than otiier:

. (a) It is less expensive ( ) {b) It consumes less
time

(¢) It gives me more profits ( ) (4) Other reasons

.‘......p...g...‘...l...l.ﬂ.!...l.'.l..'I.-..I....D.DD......OILD

(TICK “JHERE ADTLIOPNILTSE)

‘That about before the ban, which one was more frequent.ececesass.

hat is the average amount of alcohol that you brew/distill
monthly. (a) esesss ees drums of Changlaa

(b) etssssesa Grums of Busaa.

(07" ¢%veewe.Fots of Changtan

(d) teveneneePots of Busas

(PILL I Tis ADPSRODRT g SPACEH(S) )

Uid you use to brew/distiii as much a

8 this (Q9) b
. - ) efore
t,h? closure of Busaa clubg (733 /1m0 Tr 4

specify using the Same measures

distill, (a)

=]

Frc) ¥ .
answer ig '1101

20W ek

7ou uysg -
Chang!ag ed to drew/

L L ] P -::S ! .!
vessdan, POtS/drUIIIS . o (b) Busaa
1n a neriga o on
' © 9% one nopty
How much alco )
hol (o yon obtain by
angty TN
er by giving the B Ln}ln1hhlﬁ -
of +7 amount in » S

...""Hlu_-li-'ii IS

t

_CI' ?":z:'-cn:;fc]:lsti i
‘===:l== rrrrr .1-11.-_.“___:‘._1_ S 3! v
friizassgagai.,. . %-H:EE e R

g

T —— LI

pbefore the



15,

16.

7.

18,

ol,
02,

03,

ok,

T1d you drinl

on Busaa as you have stated in 2., 13, =~ YES/NO. If
the answar is 'NO! specify how much you used to drink
then and how much you spant per weel:. (Give vhe container
msed, amount drank, cost)

A R R R
e e 8 s 8 s ac it se 0000 NeEsas eI Eesas st escacecanaseessRee D

'YEFNFENE NN EEN NN NI SN NN NN N [ R R NN N NN NN NN NFE NN RERERENNENNEN]

How many times were you punished for drinking before
wh : .2

the ban on Busaa clubs cseececsscsnsssssspecify the

punishment(s), the period or fine paid in total.

'.l""".."‘...’.O.d-lﬂ.ﬂ.ﬂ.D.OO......DI.I..U"......G...'

Do you support the closure of Busaa clubs Y3I5/NO, BExplain

youxrr answer,

¥ -
l.........l.'l"l...i.lIQ."‘C.—.-..-..!...

.n.l..olo.oo-.000.--....00..1...000l.t..o.u.c.'ooa..d.l\l

. L4
Jo you think Chang'aa should be banned YiS/HO, Explain

- &

your answer

L R R R e

SECTLOI C PO} BRTUERS OITLY

a.-e_-l.--..-.._..l?.--n-!

Yhen did you start Brewing alcohol

. )
Tas it Busa:a._, Chﬂ-ﬂg'aa or Both AR N N R R E RN ]
What do you brew now ...I;l...!';‘!.l.l'l....fe;."...i.dl......

How many times did you use to brew the above fype(sj of

alcohol before the olosure of 3ysaa clubs (@) ,...uveeeess

times per week, (D) eeveverenens timés/month

(o) Continuously ( ) (2IS7 02 il I ONLY ONE

AZPLISABLE ALTIRWATIVE)



- R

iy
Tf the answer is 'HO! specify now frequently you brew

= 1w ) [T . s | L LA T [T ST

now I....-.l..IlDﬂ.lU.l....Ill‘.l'Ul'.......l.lll.l....
06, Which type of alcohol do you brev moire Iresuently s-cseseccccn

07. +hy do you brew this type of alcohol more Ifrequently than otiies:

v . (a) It is less expensive ( )} {(b) It consumes less
time

(¢) It gives me more profits ( ) {d) Other reasons
.......:..f.............................;.....................e.
(TICX THIR® ATTR0PNILT.D)
08, Yhat about before the ban, which one was tore frequent,csecccscs
09, Rmat is the average amount of alcohol that you brew/distill
monthly., (@) esseeess. drums of Chnanglaa
(B) eeeeeeees druns of Busaa.
{0)" e%wecews Fots of Chang'!aa
; | (@) seeveeresPots of Busaa
(PILL IN Tis APPROPRILTS SPACE(S) )
1 otd you use to brew/distill as wuch as this (Q9) before
the closure of Busaa clubs (TJS/HO. If thie answer is 'HO':
specify using the same measures nov nuell you used to brew/ /
distill. (a) Chang'aa ...... Pobts/drums (v) Busaa

seeevane Pots/drums in a period of one month,

11. How much alcohol do you ebtain from the following ;}ems -
answer by giving the amount in Jerry oans and the weight

of the Jerry cans.

ITls TYP.S 0& ALCO.IOL ALIQULTY 03TA:|:[TED/ JLAEY
CAllS WiITICGHT
Drur
L o rus o .\\RG‘T
2, Pots R
i. L] . W "JB'@B:‘
- 12, Where o you brew/distill youm ALOONOL +.ssrseesenmsnss 19

this the same place vhere you used to brew/distillybefore the

pan Y:2S5/110. If the answer ig 1i10° specliy 1@9@ ou used

tO brei'f then 408 EEE R W EE D’}‘.'
trEdasEesanon i



13.

1L,

15.

16,

17.

18,

19.

20,

How much do you sell the following items :.i = full of
alcohol (a) Tins (cans) (b) 500 M, cevesa
(0} 1 ke She esasee (d) 2 LZe 57r eeescee
(e} Glass, Sh. suus (£) Bottle-top, Sk,

(g) Vaseiine Bottle, Shy seesssnsss (h) Tree=top bottle
S.-‘.‘].. s 80 a e (i) 5 b 11&:‘@ Je“"y C"l..'l, .Sl_. s e eP s e '

(j) 20 litre Jerry Can, SM. - seesess
7ho are the majority of your drin’ens, ,

(a) Young people (below 30 vears) ( )

{(p) Middale aged (30 - 30 years .{ .- )

.(¢) 01d veople (above 50 years) - { ) (TICK WHERZ:

APPIIOPRTATRE) |

hat sexual group has more drinkers sceeess (Male, Female,BoJ

iThat are their status or occupation (a) School children (
(b) Teachers { ) (¢) Jobless oble bodied ( )
(d) Jobless old people ( ) ) (e) - OChers sevecencen

csersietresnesacnnian (GIV' 'ORIIR OF MAGHITIDS,
DI&IST (I) TO THG LOVAEST)

How much alcohol do you sell now on uverage per day when

you have brewed veesessees (GIVT AUISTIN TIT ZTTIIIR JBOTTLES OR
5 = LITRZ JITWY CANS)

ilow much did you use to sell per day before the ban
..Ol.l._lbi...-.t.c..............‘..-.oca....l"_;I-l-..l..!....
How -1 do you use the money vou earan from brewing (a)

school feos ( ) (b) Harambee Pundas ( ) (c) ?ui%t hous!

(4) Fooa ( ) (e) olotizing ( ) (£) Bought land (
(g) Travel ( ) +{(n) 1livestock purchase -( ) |
(1) 2nt ertainment | ( Y (3) Dowry )} () others ...
sessessesseasracssnsesese TICE ALL TILT AYD APPROPRIATI

Do you support the ban on Busea clubs Y.23/1I0 Zxplain your

ANSWEL -se.s000.80 8000000080 srpdass +$98060080000060 080880000

Jo wvou want Chang'aaz to be bannea Y.I3/11C explain your answer |



