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ABSTRACT

Forty-~four percent of the Mialim Commnity in Uganda live in
Buganda., PFor a long time there has been no distinetion between religion
and political and soeial life in Buganda. Miaslim partioipation in the
social, politicel and ecomomic life of Bugande is limited hy their
backwardness, Their beckwardness is due to the fact that Muslims rejected
Western eivilliegatlon because it was in contrast with the Eastern oxiental
civilisation. Tne fact that Muslims are bbttterly divided In Bugamds
has alsoc ocontributed to their:backwardness. Thus the Muslim Commmity
in Buganda is associated with the urban poor. The Ohristians in Buganda
st11l domipAate the polltical and economio life of Buganda. The Muslims
still kave a long vay to go bdeflore catching up with other rdligious
groups 1n sociel, politiczal and ecomomie aspects of life. If the presemt
gtate of the Muslim eommnity comtimies to exist, Islam in Hganda will
be destroyed. If Islam 1s %o survive in Uganda. it should txry to move with
the changing world by aceonmodating new changes without losing its”
eosance. ’

The National Association for the Advancement of Muslime i3 @
movement which was founded by Young Muslims in an atiempt to estahlish
a body equivalent jo Y.H.C.A. and Y.W.C.A., t0 improve the welfare of
the Muslim Commmity not only in Buganda but also in the vhole of Uganda,
Ag demonstrated in this dissertation, thie objective clearly emerges
vhen we cxamine the aims of NAAN,

HAAM has largely failed to RUILil its objetiives because thoy were
utopian. Secondly, FAAK used forece instend of religious, peaceful end
persuagive methods to fulfil its aims, PBut perhaps the major weakness is
that NAAN was used by politicians as a religious Tarm' of the Uganda Poople's
Congresc. Pgr this reason NAAM encountered strong opposition from those
who were against the northern leaders, for example the Bagandae and the

"Bantu Group,” from the rest of the former kingdoms, Consequently NAAM
wagsted its resourcen in attempiing to suppress this opposition, Thoogh

young NAAIl has had considerable effect on the Muslim eommmnity, It has
not only initiated the development of the Muslim commmity but also
created opposition which undermined Obote’s Governmont,

With Obote and UFC cut of powef, it remains to be secn whether NAAM
will coneentrate on ¢arrying cut the religicus objectives, instead of being
a politieal panrty in disguise. On tho other hand 4t Temains to be seen
whether NAAN will contimue to exict now that its political supporters are

out of power,



INTRODUCTION: ISLAN IV BUGANDA BEFORE THE FPOUNDATION OF NAAM

Islam was introduced to Buganda by coastal Aral tradexrs who arrived
there through the "from: door". 1844 is generally acoepted by historions
as the year vhen Arabs and Swahili cosstal traders first arriwed in
Buganda.1 The first Arab to cane to Buganda was Sheik Ahmad bhin Theahim
in A.H, 1260, that is in 1844, during the Teign of Kabakn Suna.? According
to Kisogzi, these Arab traders wielded great influence at the Kabaia's
court and induced Sune to accept Islems But thc contact with Suna bad
little lasting effect, Sume's interest in the Arabs was privarily in
thelr trade goods anid ‘the presents vwhich they offered him yather thaa in
their religion, It is also sugzected that enother militamt Islamic
influence reached Bugande in 1876 with the Egyptism expeditiopary fovces
of Emin Pasha, Also Islan vas brought from the north to Buganda by Turlish
slave and Ivory tradars,. According to Katumba and Welbourm & party of
Khartoun traders visited Bugande in 1870.° Besides the inflnemoe of
these traders, more donverts to Islam were gained when Budanese soldiers
were introduced imto Uganda by the Imperial Eritish Bast African Company,
Iater those Suderigse troops were ciuiployed by thé Imperdsl Goverrusat emd
atationed all over Ugondd. They enosureged thé spread of Istam and
established & mumber of Muslim settlements known as Fubiens, Xasogi
pointed out that in Poro the Nubiens did & 1ot to discourage Christianity
and to encourage Ia‘].ame'q’ Agcording to the 1959 censun, atwut 23,339
Sudanese Muslims 1lived in Uganda espeocially in West Wile, Kitgum, Guiun
and Bombo. Yot despite tihe extemsive intermarrisge with local tribea, the
Hubians are still raoeially end éthmicelly distinot. This is ocne of the
factors vhich partly explain why the non-Bagands Maclims do not play a
significant role in local end naticndl affeiro of Ugends. :

i These wore tho caravan routes across Tenganyilm, to Earagwe and
Buganda, fram the West. This enbtrance to Bugande was opposed to the
"back door™ across Jpresent day Kemya to Buganda from the Emst., The
Baganda bolieved that emybody who approached their country by the Ragtern
route was ap encry and aimed at taldng over thelr country. This was the
reason why Iumnington was murdered in 1888,
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1:1an weg aecepted in Buganda, as Budalegake belicves, with great
enthusinen and pain’the favour of the Kabakes and of most people in the
coun betanie "Islan was a less depanding yeligion than Christianity.
The eonvert right rotain his wives and many of hic traditional) belicfo
without fear of coreommunication end without undergoing the spixrdtosl and

cultwnal cxisis which must have accompanied conversion to Christianity"s
The Bagande ¢traditions; custows, and vay of life baye rmch affinity vith

Inlam.. Thus Gemands of Islem om the Baganda, were casily met and Islam
was spread all over Buganda, Thic view was backed by Horries vho asscrted:

“for the majoxity of tribal Africans Islan has appeared
as o support and not as a chmllenge to thoir traditiouml

way of lifesssss In 8 true cense no conrveraion is expected ¢
of the txibal Africen of Esst Africa if becoming a luslin.,."

Gee also shares this view. He deolares:

UThe Islam faith undoubtedly appeals totheﬂ.fricannﬂ.nd.
seazelnlnm makes a tremendous appeal to tho Africans,

frocemasonary of Islam is an attraction end its B'uandarde
compare woll with those of nominal Christisns,'

Oliver also stated that Islom dem.nded no baptismel Fommeistion of -
ancicnt belicfs from Afxican oonver!ss Triningham also aoticed thsd;
memm&mmm‘ai@ cmotionali hdig

vivid. :
Inlam vas given a £illip vhen Mutesa I was convexrded in 1884.

Katumbn and Wolbourn have recorded that -Lutesa I enecuraged his subjects
t0 be couvarted too emd oxdered mosguen to be bduilt throughout the
countryy In o4dition to thic he rend and explained the Koran to his
chiefs. ILater he ordercd the cxecution of & lmdred mon and women and
childron vho refused to greet-ane cwother im the Arahbie fashioni! But
wnfortunataly for the fate of Iclanm in Bugsnda, Lntein I rofused to submit
himsclf to circumoision., He told Stancly that he refuscd 0 be cireumeised
though tho. Arohs said it wac tho firet thi:ng that chould beo dome to henome
atrueaano&‘m.;lﬂm.m mmgaﬂﬂnm@rdedamﬁqiuimmasmm
and disgu-ting act, apd for eny 'ugando %o accopt circumolsion was a
dractie roversal of tribal morus. Seeondlyp, as far as theirx Fabelm wmo
conoerncd, tho penelty for couclng him pain vas death, Desides the
rofusal o aceopt oircumoisier Muteca's somveroion fo.lclom wRS not gemaineg
1t was more politicnl than religious. OCertainly no king in Buganda would
acocpl a roligion whioch aclmovledged a God greater then himcoifs He
admitted publicly that he neecfled @ strong foreign power vhich would supply
him with axrms to fight his beighbouring enemies especially BUNYORO,.
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lutesa I saw the rival religions as political forces which he could
employ in support of his own power. His public debates as %o the
relative value of Christienity and Islam indicated that christianity was
better than IsTam as far ag his political desire was eoncerxxned. Thug
christianity became politically respected and the influence of Islam
gradually declined. | '

By 1888 Christianity had been intyoduced into Buganda. There ware
four religicus factions at this time: the Cathol:lcs, Protestants, Musl ima
and traditionsl Iubale worshippers, Rivalry ensued and thesa religious
rivalries became in effect political parties, each of them atruggling for
political influence in Buganda, The Muslims tried to gain the favour of
Eabalm livanga and declared that no whito person ahould entex Brganda, the
whole country was to be converted to Islam. This led to religious wars,
These 5o called religious wars Were hardly religiocus conflicts at all;
they were essentially political atr:ugglea in an atiempt to gain the
control of Buganda, The Muslims declared thet Ialamic Iaw datd not
"distinguish the things which were Coasare! and those of God"., In the
politieal sense both went together. In 1890 the Muslims ware defeated
by a combimed atﬂ‘urt:* 6f the' Romadi- Cathol:l.ca and Protestants, In 1893
Muslims attempted to rega:l.n political control of Buganda by mhg]_]_-]_ng
againot the government in vain. In 1897 Wbogo refused to accept tho Sudanese
Troops! suggestion that they were ready to help him if he wanted to gain
aontrol of Bugenda. In faot he :I.n‘{.’ozmed the gove:mm abc:r& the ‘Sudéhase
mutineera' seoret designs.

During the setilement follwing the religious vars the m\lBiims
were granted thrae countics onlys Ggmba, Busujju and Butambala, In
1893 Macdonald reduced the Muslim influence by giving away Ggomba ‘to the
Protestants and Busujju to the Catholics, so thet Musiims had one Chief=
tainship only as compared to oleven for the Protestants and eight for the
Catholiecs. Ia 1900 when The Buganda Agreement was mado between Britain
and Buganda, Hbogo the Muslim leader recoived twenty-four square miles
of land for himself and his adhcrents, He also received an emmal poymomt
In sddition he was treated as & cowcqual of the three

'

of £250 faor life.

* Tubale is the title of Bagenda traditional gods

# He wan cne of the Governors of Uganda.
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Christian Regents during the reign of Chwa., But he was not accorded
any political power. In fact as part of the 1900 Agrecment, Mbogo
renounced his claim to the EKabakaship of Buganda. Since that time the
role of the Muslims in Buganda polity has never egualled that of the
Christians. From then onwards, the ruling class in Bugands has beem
closely essociated with Western values. The leading Chiefs and fa.tild.roa,
such as Apolo Kagwa, were the young Protestant converts who had acted as
British allies during the religious wars against the Luslimes. These
Chiefs adopted an European way of life and sent their children to misaion
boarding schools; such as Gayaza anl Budog which had a better atandard of
education. This suitably qualificd them for such johs as chiafs, In
time they became an elite and ¥ a self-canscious group with a ecmmon
destiny as beneficiaries of the Ewropean -bequest of religion, education,
skills and teohnology."B .

On the other hand the Iuslins felt that they were treated unfairly
during the 1900 settlement snd from that time their resentment against
Vestern values and mores starteuw. They felt that it was Christian
intrusion wnich prevented Bugenda from becoming a Huclim country. By
virtue of their disenchantment with the Westexn influepce the Muslims in
Puganda have followed behind "by &t least one gemeration the soms of
Christian chiefs who were enjoying the best efforts of their dencminations
to preparc them for participation in Buganda's modernizing society," 14
During the 1950: the elite class in Bugenda was chellenged by ooxmoner
farmers and their better educated childrem. But the Muslims, although
sharing the grievapces of the 'have nots' were not yet in the vanguard,
The 1959 famous eccnomic boycott against Asians in Buganda was a chance :
when the Muslims could have gained politiocal pawers But thoy failed to
realise this opportunity and to employ it for anything but shortlived
economic gain, The prestige of the Muslim Commmity in Bugenda has
persisted on a mere factor - that their hominal leader w@s of the rayal
Pemiiv, They had as Eritzeck and Lewim pu$ 1%, “one velvet slippered
foot :Ln tho Eebalka's palace,” tut om the other hand they hed, "a worn and.
pare one tramping the road of socisl, ecomomic and political change," 1°
The Muslims in Bugenda have failed to emoxrge from the vhadow of Ohristion

aminence. As & commmity, they did not play a leading role in the strugsle

o

g

# Ralungulu is the uncle of 4ho 1ate Eabaka Mutesa II;
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for Independence of Uganda, Instead they were just a buffer hetween the
Democratic Party (D.P.) snd the Uganda People's Congress (U.P.C.) and
Eabake Yelkkn (K.Y.). Up to now fow lfuslims have won important positions
of leadership elthof in Bugends or even in Uganda 89 3 whole. It is there- .
fore fair to copolude that liuslims have still a.long woad to travel before
they catoh up with the »est of the Commmity. . -

The first Arabs who brought Islam to Ugands came to Buganda first;.
and naturally Islam made its first impact in Buganda. Aa Kritgeck and
Lewis put it: "the kingdom-of Buganda was the lacus -of the.:t_iﬁr'_l.,ieg'l_: ﬁﬁ;g;;i,_-g
activity in Bugandal 18 myis was net unique to Isilanm only. Higbory
teaches that Buganda, with its highly developed 'idesi of Ringship and its
advanced position economically end socially was the natural leader -of
Uganda oo that all dlfen influences ware Palt in Bugenda.first before ..
spreading to the rest of the cauntry. Therefore it wan matural that tho
leader of Ugands Fuslims was a Hugandss - The Huslim administration was
centered in Bugandd and TsTime ocutside Bugenda ware rarely comsulted in’
decigion making, Outside Buganda Protestants and Cubhdlics held the most -
Amportant pelitical posifions against the émaller end iess inPTuendial
Musiim Coeoensby., Bardly any Thislin eéoiuld cempete Por scnior chieftainship
outside Buzanda because of their poor Vestcérn educAtion as shall be explained
later. Kamilegeya suggested that it is Kalumgulu's inexperience in Islam
which is the mesnivigfvl explanation of why non~Baganda Hustims did not
participate in the advaneing of thetr Dxmisity, His othor accdsation that
Ealtungulu d44d mot care and pegleoted areas ocuteide Bugniday and fneves
regarded nopsBaganda Muslins as able men o play & part in Muslin effasrs,
45 dismissed By some histertans as having mo ground to Justify 1t.17 It is
the history of Islem in Ugands as @ whole which has fized [usTims in their

Iolem was sprend o all pards of Uganda by Muslim Pefufces. - After
the religious wars the defeated Haslins realised that it vms impossible to
regain politieal, soeial and economic cantrol in Buganda. Therefore thoy
had to sack thoir Fortunes cloewhiere in other parts oFf Ugande, A4As a result
of the dispersel of these Musling Inlam was spread all over Usanda. Iuboga

pointed outt  Nayping Kieirals day religious ware raged in Buganda bebwoen
Hohs. - ~edans and Christien Froteatants. Hany Mohammedan
deperters sought refugee in other countries, One of them
pomed AL Isengd cscaped into Busogs and besought Kisira to
to offer him sholtor. Kisixa then kept him as a refugee in
hic Miigs of Gudwuire. This is how Mohammodanism came to

Bulannegi® 18
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Kasozi has also recurded that a group of Muslim refugees led by Eauszl

ran to Ankole and spread Iaslanm therei.lg

The cecond group which spread Isleam from Buganda to the rest of
Uganda was the Beganda agents who were sent by the British as administrators
in other parts of Uganda. Semoi Kalamgulu is ono of the best cxample of
these British agents. EKakungulu with a large mumber of lmeslims spread
Islam in Teso, Busoga and in other parts of Eagtern Uganda, Wills eomplainode

"Semal Eaklungulu the kugenda chief who has recently beem
appointed practically paramount chief of Usoga has always a
large Tetimue of Muslims around him who mo doubt have made
their influence felt on the heathen inhabitants of the
Mubale distrioet where he is at present mettled™.20

Abdula Effendi was a Muganda Sasza chief of Bukanga and Abdule
Azigz Bulwedda was also a lMuganda British agent at Mitoma, These two spread
Islam in Ankole., In Kigezi the [Muslim Baganda agents were Hassana Sgebowa,

Abdala Fammye and Sulimani Ntangamalaalo. All these administrators
spread Islam all over Ugands, in spite of the Christians® effort to limit

it as much as possible. In fact it is true to say that British Imperialism
indirectly aided the spread of Islam in Uganda. In Uganda Islam had a lot
of Kignnaa influence. Rev, Bammoba observed that a Munyenkole who bgcomes
a Muslim ususlly adopts the Iuganda language and looks towards Buganda for
spiritual guldance. _ =2 N
The spread of Islam in Uganda was accidental. It vmso not e
deliberate plan. Rev. Bammoba again noticed that the Valima do not go
about preaching or advertising their Muslim religlon, because they are not
allowed by their leaders to propagate_ their religiom. They believe that
gagh person should be left free to choose whatever religion he chooseﬂ.al
Unlike Christianity there were no missionaries to spread Islam, The governor
of Hyasaland a'l_:ated that Islam spread ;g itself for it had no migsionariecs
or propogsndists lilke other rcligions, partly because in Islam there is
no official orthodox propaganda to spread Islam, UN.Q, King asserted thag
the greatest achievement of the Muslims in the colonial period was the way
they menaged to fropagate their faith with no misaionaries,® '
Paia 1ldek of traincd leaders and orgenisation is cne of the most
important causes of the deterioration of Islamio values and mores in
Buganda. Islam lacked oxganisation end policy from thich to foous
attention to the rest of the country, Commenting cm the disorganisation
of liuslims in Buganda Budalagalke pointed out that Muslims have no msccount
which shows the income and cxpenditure of the momey used for their affaire,
Secondly other religious bodies hold conferemces to discusgumatters relating
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to their religions but the Muslims hold no such meetings.->

Although Islam was -the first alien religion to be introduced, it
has never been a dominant force in Buganda's social; economic and political
life and does not even promise to be one in the near future, I was
overshadowed by Protestantism and Catholieism; “Taliving t¢ Muslims at
Bugembe near Jinja, Neltyon complained thiat IsYam was the first religion
o come to Uganda but todey it is the third or fourth in comparisen #With
other religions.2® Yslam in Bugands Bdé 16st its appeal as a civiliging
elememt and it is associated with the urban peor. It bas Ii%tle inflterice
in local issues and fhio inflionce at all on patiomel issues: It rémaing
a mean:l.ngfni and valid religion only to those whose sooclety has beem unohfinged

by modern pressures such as educationm,
Iand has been & burning isswe emong Muslims and most of their
grievances are based on land, The catholics and Protestants were graited
some 1land en which they could build o]noo‘i.ag churches and hospitals. but
the Muslims hardly got afiy plece of mailo - land during the allGeationm of
land by the colonial govermment in 190D. The ewnll shaye which they weceived
was not confirmed by amybody. Im 1513 lMbogo, thé lealer of Huslims, asked
the protoctorate goformment to give the Huslims land on vhich to bidId six
mndred meoques; Pour mdred of which would be in Bugandd. The governmemt
agreed to asllvecate some land to the Muslims aé a commmity. The land outside
Buganda was casily alloeated: one square mile each was altodated $o Busoga,
Bunyoro and Ankele, snd kal® a square mile %o Toro and Bultedfi But dloputes
arose over lusiim land in Buganids and up to this day it has not boem -
utintaed by Muslime, Nbogo ddied in 1921 before this problem was settied,
It has bean éme of the gricvenccs among Muslims, Iend-otmérs in Buganda
were the importont leaders such as the Kabaks, Sagce end Oombolola chiefs.
They owined the largest areas of lan@ and erjoyed great weelths As the -
Kabala and a1l tut one of the sazza chiefs were christians, nearly all
Kuslims were relegated o the common clzds by virtus of their land)essness,
Witheut land, they hed to cara thei ldvalihood mainly as petty tradervs.

#MIATLO 15 a Imponda word mesning MILE,
During the settlement of the 1900 Agreepent Iand in Buganda was divided

into square miles. 92 square miles Were set aside for Mission stations.,
Sone square Miles were given to tho Kabakn ond Sazza chiefg, Each BSaj a

chief reocived 8 miles of land the Ministafve got more, Heance MAILO LAND.
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Chaptexr Ones THE STATE OF MUSLIMS IN DBUGANDA

(a) Leaderohin and Factions

. APtor the religious wars the Muslims regardad Mbogo as their
Kabaka .and protector of their interests, He reprocented them on all
the public funotions of the btate and tradition developed in such a way
that Muslims in Buganda looked to their Toyal leader ao & semitkEnbala of
Buganda. bogo was a man of great influemce and he commanded the respeot
of all Musiims, Thersfore Guring his leadorship there were @ divisions
among Muslimsg the Muplim Commmity wes united and ¢me. Hs desaribed
him as "a good reasonable old man who settled any guarrel and epy différenne
as soon as it was brought o him without talding sides., "Gee alsd wrote of
him ag being eauthoritative, with much digniby end ocurtesy amd \.laed hiy
personal position to weld together the Mv?_l:lms into & gingle by, his
death in 1921 was for Uganda Muelims the ‘end of an ezm,2C X

Tn 1971 Mbogo 8ied, The problem which Paced aY1 lhsliss W
was to find a suitable successor who would carry on Mbogo's Worlk, ore
he died; Mbogo tried to solve this problem, In I913 he indicated tl}am he
was anxious for pucoession to ramain in his femily, Thiz amelety \'m.at*
reflectod in hin suigestion that his son with the assigbance of Ali Kahogo
would be tho head of the Mupslim Commmity after his death, He wao- mm‘&
of the struggle for power after his death and often he opoke of the jeafbus
men trying o selge the leadership, But being uneduoated his ideas were
those of an esxliar gehoration of Hutesa I, in contrast to the idems of the
now odusnted goneraition of suoh men as Hem Mukase and Apolc Kagwa, Thdrefore
he belioved in rotaikinmg oo much porsemsl p ower insbead of dolegating
some of it to his senior licutenants and training them for the future
lendership. Thue vhen he died the organisation bBased om his authoxdty and
porsonal position inevitably wilted. '
~When he died there was no outostanding Musiim to replace him,
Perhaps Selimweryl whe had commanded the fespocd ¢f some Muslims would have
f41led this post, but he was not populer among all Muclims, Mhogo's oon
Valnmgulis who only fourtean yeaye oid, Seoondly, theve was the problem of
his eduoation to be solved. He was noly cducnted apart from reading the Koran.
The suggection of semding him bo Goxtion Oellege Khaftoum or to Zanzibar for
his edusation was put Forward, but some Muwslims opposed them, The Protootorate
Government proposed that he should be seat to Buds, Bub some Muslims
i

Titlo of Baganda Kings.
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dismigsed ’th:l.s proposgl as being extremely abourd to educate their would be
leader in a Christian mission echool. However as there was no Muclim
school and as the Mi:slims realised that academic eduoa.tion was necessary
for their leader, Kalungulu was sent to Budo. KeJmngulu'e guardian, Kisasa,
was no better than himself., He also had no education and infiuence to

lead the Muslims.

Tn 1928 Prince Badru Kalungulu, at the age of twenty/end aftor a
carefiul ly arranged eduoa.tion at King’e College Budo, vas seleoted as nom:im].
leader of Tiganda Mua].j.me. The office was made hereditary through the house
of Mbogo. A]_thm:gh the Trince received patronage from the Buganda Govermgent
and was recognissd by Asien Sumils as leadar of all African Muslims, nob
all Bugenda Muslime reoogn:lsed him, The lfis1ims understood 'hhat they ‘Heeded
e man of influence to guard their politioa?l., Treligicus and eoc:la.'l. :l.ntereets
as well aa leading their Commi‘by eﬂ:l.o:l.ently, ‘but it was queetiona.ble '
whether such a man as this should be merely a member of the royal fmn:uy
Thus after Mbogo “the provlem of the leadership of Buganda Muel:l.me beoans '
ertremely oritical and the Muslim oommmity started dlainﬁegrating and
splitting into small faotions. Since that time Musiiis in Buganda, he.v'e
been bitterly divided and have lacked both unity end organivation.

Disputes broke out among lisY ims regarding theo Fridny pra.ye:.‘. The
question at issue was whether :I.t was necessary to repeat the ord:l.na:y noon
prayer al-guhr after the Juma prayer on Friday. One faction, ¥nown as the
Juma Graup, decided to pray acoord:l.ng to the Jmm prayer on Pzd.days Its
members believed that there waa no requ:l.rment for the noon prayers al-gubr
on Pride.ye as the Juma prayer took its ple.ee. The al-zu.hr prayer had %o be

omitted beoa.uee " econditions wh:lch wora necessary, 4in order to pray aoeord:lng
to it, could pot be fulfilled easily, First of all, Porty permanent
members of the Mosquals oongregstion had o be present who oould resd the
Koran and knew 'bhe inner meaning of the service. 'In faob as Goo put it, they
had t0 be almost dootrinal experte. The fLorhty peopie should be able to
hear the c=ll from their hougea. Secondly she king of the country where
the Juma was prayed should be a Muslim, In addition to this, iIf the losque
was builts of poles, scme of them had to be called Sanembidi, obbained rom
Avabia or near Mocom, I tajlt of stones some of these stones aleo had to
bo obtained from Mecca, As it wes almost preotlcally impossible to Pulfil
these conditiocns, the al-guhr prayoer had to be cmitted. In 1947 the Juma
Group turned iteclf into the Uganda Huslim Omnnnmity which 1 today lod by

LA ]

Kakungulu ie the unole of the late EKabaka Mutesa II,
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Prince Badru Kslungulu. KXibull is its headquarters. It uses the Iamar
calendar and observes the moon to indiocate the days of fasting, Im
contrast to the calendar group it believes in the playing of Matali
baecause these drums had been used to recelve their Frophet in Medina from
his vars. :
The opposing faction vas the Juma Zulmli Group which insisted that
the al-zuhr prayer be offered es.well on Fridays. It is today led by

B. Mivule. It: members fast according to the natural moon and believe in
playing of the Arabic drums also. Their headquarters ic at Kawempe
Kyadondo, Thiz greup opposed the leadexrship of Ralungulu.

Phe third Muslim faotion in Buganda is now kmown as the Ga:l.endar

Group or The African Muslim Commmity Bmmto-ﬂ'atete. It broke off from

the Juma scet after disputes over the fasting periods, Its members fast
according to the normal calendar, They are led by Zald Mugenyiasooka and
their headquarters is at Bulkoto, The Muslima of this group are opposed to
the playing of Matali. They associate these drums with Kiganda traditiopal
dances and drums which were used during Kiganda traditional religious
ceremonies such as driving away spirits or becoming intoxiecated with Lubaalef
Thi: group therefore dicmigped thom as being pagan dwmz and dances,

Even the tone in which the Koran was to be read was a cause of oontraverey.
This fonotion maintained that whanever it was to be read aloud to the publ:’..c
it had to be sung.

According to oral information that I colleoted, the disputes among

Buganda ifu:lims seem t0 be more perponal than dootrinal, The controversies
are not over gueotions cofinerning the Islamic Iaw but ovexr mimlar details,
The divisions seem to presert a stmggle for power between rival leadern,
Some faotion leaders have used dootrines in order to demostrate their
personal quarrels, Seldmwanyl is & oase in point. During the time of
Mbogo, Selkimmnyl was the most ocutstanding religious tesocher, Aﬂﬂnrﬂi'ng to
Kasozl "many ocame to him to learn and go and teach in theiyr own a.reas.

In 1919 = 1920 he went on a pilgrimage to Mecca and was the first Mugande
to return alive from liecca, This increaged his prestige., His followers
such as Sabiiti Kityo, Abdulla Kurala and himself were sure that after

* Arabic Drumc
# Soe Pe 3



Mbogo, Seldmwanyl would be the leader of Muslims, It came as a surprise
t0 them, therefore, that Kakungulu, a young man, was seleocted not only as
a leader but his post was made hereditary also. Therafore Seldmvanyi
leading anothar faction of -usliins, known as the Butambala sect, opposed
the seleotion of Kelkungulu in 1928, arguing that as he had no religious
qualifications at all he was incaepable of setiling delicate religious
matters., They further argued that a religious leader should not necessa-
rily be a prince, it ;

Another quarrel of & similer nature oocurred in 1933 when Swaibu
Semalula formed & division known as the el-Islam which attacked EKakmngulu
ae an ineffective leader, This group quarrelled with Kalkungulu over the
1and which was granted*to Muglims in 1900, They looked back to the Yime
when Muslinms had three masezza (counties) but Mbogo his father allowed
the Christians to take two of them and failed to see the full wvalue of
the Mailo lend whioh was shared out under the 1900 Agreement. Kakungulu
was attacked further for failing to set up schools, hospitals and Mosques
for Muglims. The disputes were brought to the attention of Kabala Chwa but
nothing wa: done, and the problem of proper Muelim leadership in Buganda

remained unsettled,

Othaer wvriters have aleo obgerved that the doctrinal differences
are in faot very slight and that the divisions are over personalities,
Anderson for example stated "that perscnal rivalrieas and antipathies are

2
now involved thers can be no doubt whetever? 9 The faot that those who

are involved in the disputes have refused the doctrinal deoisions of ocutside
arbitrators shows that the disputes are over personalities, The disputes
were 90 oritical that the Protectorate Govermment sent delegates to Mecca

to oeek the Lufti's advice on how to solve the doctxinal differencea. The
Mufti decided that there was no need for the extra mide~day prayer ¢mn Friday,
Seoondly, he suggested that a large Mosque uniting all Muslims ghould be
built. Thirdly that each individual must be left free %o Jollow his own
conselence over the method of worship. As & response o this deoision,
Ralungulu called a meeting of all Muslims in 1948, in an attempt to unite
them. No effective ocmpromise was reached. Haji lMohamod Ibreshim from
Teanzania was invited by the Protectorate Govermment t0 help with the solving
of the disputes, He was to be an official paid by the government and his
work was to advise the government on lohaumaden affeirs, $o be the generel
erbitrator in dicputes and to ast as & guide and infructor of Dadru Kalungulu,
His decision that alwZuhr prayer Was Nseessary, was not accepted by
Selimwanyi who olaimed to kmow the koran very thoroughly. Instead Sekimvenyi

-

*See p.2J
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invited hic own expert Sharif Ali Mohamed to solve the disputes. In 1930
he arrived in Buganda and 4dded to the oonfusion. Thus in spite of the
government's attempts to find a men of suffioient reéligious suthority to
arbitrate on the dieputés the factions 8re not united up to this day.

The faoct that Muslims in Buganda were divided deterred the
development of théir communiiy. Iack of unity, Jealousies; quarrels and
suspioions towards one another, made unified action diffiocult. leaders of
different sects oould not Ppoasibly sit at the same table and discuss ways

and means of advenoing their commnity. Because they did no% stand as o

block, Muslims in Buganda lost privileges whioh the govermment gave to other
religious bodies. Iewis and Eritzeck sgserted that “inhibiting attempta

$o esoape political and social subwordimation is their owm disumity," 0
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(v) lusiin  Pducetion im Buranda
In Bugenda the Mnolims &we the leasst educotod and csnstitute s lorge
pert of Bugonda's illlteretes oz a wholep i education io deflined  on the
Western Criterion. In 1962 Kinili was the only Muslinm Scoondnry: School.
comparcd to twemty=six for Catholics and mors ‘than ton for Protostants.
On the other hend more thon nAIP of the students iv thio ochool wore nbt
Muslims, In 1962 Mayanja weo the only Afrieen Muslim mroduntoy mmd ge for °
Fatumz Valuoinmbi, eoducated et Gayusy: and getiduated at liakerere in 1970,
is the only grodunte Huslim Afwican womdme : :
Comienting on the Miﬂ efucéation A w iamentads

uplins hava been ezéludeifxm mﬂiﬁims of power and
prestige, thoy bhove locked the oducailonal yuwiliRicationsy
o deserve thoso posibiors, . they havo not contriluted
sigmificontly to the intcileotual and profoupilonal 1ifo
oftheamtxwwﬂiammmmtﬂmdinﬂw populiyr vind’
with stognation, ond inforioxity' '3l

ura. Lhstynba, reforring %o the Piret Thuslin &ixis o pgo to seoondm-y
schools, described them as the Yplonoars in e&ncaticn, comdng ron honoy
whore nolther fathor nor mothar con widbos 22 In 1960 o carmittos was
appoﬂ.ntedbyﬂaﬁrulfahm@matolook into the worldwngy and m:-gam.:mtinn of
the Ugandn Iusiin Dducatidn Asuoointicn. Tho Commitbec roported that tho
Tmaldma ware g$ill baclnmrd in cducstion,

Thin lack of cducation by lwlims is ettributed ¢o tho atbtitudeo
of Furopecans and the colonial govermment.. The philogophy of Iglom wan
feared by IEuropcons dur:l.ngtheco:l.on:l:a. rulo and their cim won $6 1indé
the spread of this religion. Vootern and Christian velucs wore prémoted
against Bastoxrn Isloamic veiues. Thone vho acquired oduestion or who wout
abroad to Fixrppey were the only oned vwho wore regovded 4o cdudaded; and had
chancon of gotting jobs, For cmamnlo they boerme govesrnment ¢lerks,
Muslims in Bugendn sent their ctuSmta to study in Dustarn eountries cuch
o3 SaudimAzebia, Paldotan end Egypt but whon thay xofi red thoy wexe not
rocognised as ctucated in & Dritich Protootorate. Their cduention wao
rogorded by Europcans eo low educabions

Thio antipathy and fenr of Iolom in Bugomdn wuo paflidoted in mmy
writingc ¢f Buvop 33 misglionnries ond adninistratorg tho proposed the
wvonlrening of Iolan eo much oo pooeiblos In 1906 JF.Je Willio Penred tho
growing poceibilitics of a Lol nidon invosion of Ugonda emd sugrented Mot
Mhe danger of o Ughamedan aavonco 49 one to bo waalomol with™® Mo wnmo
pexpon feoxrod thot the railway was bringifp in a £l008 of Manlim influmnce,
This fear d¢ egnin droon 1T bed by Hoeprico vho dosewibed Inian in Bost
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Africa as "an ever present challenge to the Christian church! 3 e
luslin religion was regarded as a force hostile to a1l that Europesan
influence wished to achieve in Africa, In 1906 in Berlin it was declared
that a Muslim Eact Africa would be en anti-Europesn Dest Africa,””
Misgionaries were against the use of Lwahili in sehoo:ll.s because "swahilt
is too closely related to llohammadaniom to be welooms, 36 Sir Harry Jo}:umtcm'a*
opposition to Islam is refleeted in his statemente '
"if there is one thing towards whioh I om doggedly oppdocd

on politiocal ground- putt:lm asido religious, it 4is thc
lMechammedasing of Pusoga. Por thic coumtry 3o Beoocme a foous
of NMohammedanism would be one of the nost deagerous threats
to the future of the prosperity of the Protectorate. In faot
it would bring Islam dowm from the Wile 4o +tho Vietoria
Nyanze and vihat ve aim at politigally i» to thrust Islam as
mach as possible into the Sudan, 37

\’L,gltinf' to the Sub—Oomiasioner of Busoga, Jomaton aueerted that, "it is
not in the inbefests Of the British gavez'ment that lohammedaniam shou:l.d
receive any more adherents than we can help :I.n Uganda as l‘ﬁwa]_j.ms are
proverbially difficuly to mnage and are alwams :Ln their hearts opposzed to
the administyation og a christisn power, In Uganda itsel® we are obliged

to put up with the u'x:istence of people ou? this faith bepause they were

here before we aame, but I oan cee that .‘I.t is deoidedly no% to the jntercst
of the British govermment that we should actually aesiot tho spread of -this
religion., If you are oonvinced that & religicus propaganda of this kind

is being carried on by Saleh, arrcst him and pend him to Entebbc. 1-; im
partionlarly neoessary at prosent tinme that we ehould have no lMgha~ asdan
nonsenaa.“Ba Thus to the m’ssiouaries and ¢olonisl govermment, Islam vaso
"peauliarly lisble to fanatic developmend, iherefore ahould be Judieicusly
watched,” African ohristians were influemced by Burcpeans a:d 'joined
hands' in the dislike of Islam, Gomototolm desoribed Iolam na & pack of
lics which wan spread by foxrco and its foumder Mohemmed wes a vietim o:E‘
epilepsy.”’ In oontrast, Christianity by yroviding government olexis and
professionnl stoff booame rospected in the 'eyes'! of Africans,

oolonial govermment was the destwruction of Islam in Duganda, Oliver rocorded
that the limiting of the spread of Izlam "was on tho agenda of every
missioneyy conference im Eoat Africe and wag filling the peges of mdesionary
magagines at home? 40 One of tho means of weakening Iclam vas the

* Govermor of Uganda from 1899 to 1901
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encowragcuent of Chrictianity. As Dscdomald put 1%: " To those who feor
the pbsai‘bili‘!:y of a fuhammedon yoevival, the imporitance of Ugonda ae e
strong bullox:® in _quator:l.al Afyicn gmdzm:l.ly spreading Chxistianity o
ite surroundinzs mutt be omce apparen-&. This saune idea thet the spread
of Chriztianity had to be oncouraged vas put forwmrd by P, Carter, She
vrote that tho ain wvas "o devclen this Protectorato as uhﬂm
against Iuharnodon influence comdngfzmthemrﬂx.“#z It vas again
proposed that cvery virgin area copocially the Zastorn Region of Uganda
should be utiliscd in ordor to Lorestall Isleme Jo Wi1tia? suggestian
wmg thet micpicpory worik in Busogm should begin as Soon as possih‘le baofaxo
it was too lmtc %o stop the spread of Islam, and That ¥as a mtter of '
policy alse it ic considored advicable that the Mubanmodon Religion should
not get & footing in Dusoga."™>  Bo idcs Busogs the atrirdstrators hod
to see that Islamdidnotspreadinthemrthmreginnofw Thic
Miwwmmmmm&mwm&MBiMesanﬁm
ment officinls continued up to the 1920 whon the Protcctorate Govermmend
decided to adopt & neutrel policy foward religious groups. But it was.
too lateg thalluslinswm&lreaﬂyacmbehinﬂﬂm ChrLtiamaamr
88 modernion® was concernetle i

The Muslim educaticnal baclomrdness io o resultl of tho poor brols
grownd vhich wac go¥ up by the Arshs viio intiroduced Imlaminﬁaganda;'qu
already noted Iolanm vas introduced to Buganda by trodcrs apd soldiers,
Unlike Chriotionity no missicnagy Yok Ammjwith tho puxpose n&'emm
Africans, Thore were no organiscd schoolag traders teught the studenta
in their opore time, vthen this dia not interferc with thoir trado or oo
Eagsozi put i%, "whan thay sought o poiitical union through xcligion thet
would bo advontagcous to their 'ln'mt_lof' B Myeso tenshers ware not the beot
and thcrefore, Islam started off widl a poor baskground co that os for oo
modernication was concernell Muslisn lagged behind the Chrintians, Then
the Armb: wend back there were no Munlim teachers $o tcach Iglam snd the
incmpeoricnecd African: were laft to thomselves. The respomeibdiity wos
1eft to the hcead of the family to tecch his Léamilyy, but not a1l Fathars
were vorsel in Arabie to teach Islom.

Basidceo the poor boolpxround which the Arebs got upy Luslims in
Bu 1. £:81cd to mohieve Western cducntion becouse thay thought thog
seculor cducation was not neccogaxy Lfor themy Thay wure inderested in
education which would profuce & fype of man thoy eon:idorod to be o Mapidm
properp thot i5y amnnhokncwﬂmbiomm“nﬂea himqlfmththeﬂiﬂb:m

o il “-"ﬁ|i|- 2
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cucure, In Bumndsn, for instonoe, imclims try to leave theo traditionol
cuiture corpletoly and becomo alngnd Arobs. They drcso, ool, bohave and
act as Arabc do, UYsomle Kimmdd conpladncd that "due g0 iuproper unders
standing of the difference batir~ Iolan and Arob culiure, ooy [Muclino
here have turned thamoelves ingo amall Arabs. Thoy woah to act, bahave,
think apd ¢lnd as Arabs do. Thelr fandly 7z8mes now are no longcr uged
but have adopucd the Arabio systcn of having their fotheri' nomes as thelr
second nemes cod a Muslim has te have onother mame no rniter vhmdeves 4%
means or othexwioe ke will e adiluted Vuslime A sood iuelim ol cover
his hoad with somcthing profoiobly e white cap or & Tuvirivh roefoz with a
tasscE of blacl: dongling on the top of ity or hic £a)Ylow [inclims will look
a* him with contcopt and abhozcaccs" 45. A pernon who doon nof Dulfill oll
these and vho adopto himmelf ¢to Wootern tostes and atoundnrds ic sugpested o
be a Jalewarn Ueolin o Boriadtion of hesrd,. Gerugoslupo eoopladded thag
the Arabd influcnce in Biganda isg oo orong that the ndnlhwliing ace cnmpellad
ta look &t then os binck coplao of Axmba, Co
Tiao the Pivat Mudlins $o go to Christian scheols wore subjcoled to
all porto of icolstion ond infoleremec. MNuglims hove adopted Ayebie swhich
in sscaxrding to -iheixr viewy. tho Holy langungo Gud no wvornmooulsr $o uased in
yroyere in o1 Mnsquoens Westora educaticn ¥o lualines woo wmelosey Phey
lacked intcrest sud often reaocted very strongly agninst it becouce It v
brought bty micciommries, There wos a feayr of gonvirsion af luslin studondn
‘o ehmintionity, Therefiord thoy oent thoedir childraa %6 poor lonomic
schools Whawe the mothods of ‘teaching cran Arable wofo and st121 awe wozy
wnprofensicail. However uscivl wdligiously the Avobis Issinge and the
koran My bu, thelr Imowledpe clono iv Bot suicicht ¢o mect tho meeds
of the IMuclim youth: todays Idmitcd Korande educntion which evmod ponminly
eaen shan o joby makes tBen atirgsely uvrrcv-nlrded. In 1996, ib wne
roported that there werno only a £ov oigma dhat Muslims were. booarting
gohool minded. %Tha sama Memal Repoxt of 1936 pointed Gut thnt; "Thig
Gommudty is so apathetic regmading the wduexiind mcods of i%g childwem
that fte motbors denoistenily 2odl do demumnstrato by aoven modcwate polfs
holp that they have an obligation toverds thom®® Semuzolige roporting
$0 UeileJol« a¥parbod that Gown lcader of the Upande Indin Bduéhtion
Asspoaiotion, vas haded By the Chelkhs for orgunicling the minwmins of seolny
Tuslim moboola cad thay tricd theix bent $o see that the Ascocistion ymw
either dlomantled or completely aboli-hed,? Nofofring zo e 1mek of
interast in ocoular efucnbion, Triminghsm sstod that the "alim beandod
eduoation as haran prohibitod and forved fothors 4o withdraw their ohilaron
fron scoulow eohoolsg“w and agcording to Coxter, thi: is vhy Islim
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sahools in Buganda were "often closed within a few ycars of their opening
ao people were not .interested in thmn."49 |
However a few Muslims bhave Juot realised that Veotern education
is necessary for oqulpping their ohildren with the necessary techiiionl
and intellectual lmowledge for the cociety they Jive in. A oase study
of Bwaise Koranic 3chool showed that a syllabus of ‘both religious and
gecular ecducetion has been imbroduced in Koranic Schools. The morning
time is devoted to religlous vtudies and the afternoon to acadamio olasses.
But lack of quelified teachers is a ve::;y sexrious problen in these schoola,
This was 8 great problem of all Muslim sohools until reeantly when the
government took over the running of all schools. The Perr aoadem:l.c
schools which the luslims had were utaffed by bad christian teachers who
were expelled from missionary aschoolss As it was reported in 194B, AL
present Ghe ifu 1im schools are largely ctaffed by men who have left
'fasion service ofton becaugse of Lfailures in persoxm.l oxr profess.onal _
cond;mt.“so In add:!.tion to this the African l\hxalma' poox education can
be explaincd by the divicions and quarrels among Bugends Muslims. The
quarrels and suspicions among the Muslim Commmity prevented say wnited
aetion to set up or maintain good schools. Musoke in his u-t:].c],e Nduslim
Faucation in the Uganda Protectornte’® pointed out that each group "has
itz ovm school: and the parents of one sect do not 1:une to send their
children to school: belonging to another seot.,"* In fact dquring oertain
quarrels onc division destroyed snd pulled Qown schools and mosques of
enothe# group.’® The Amwmel) Report of 1947 reported that, “omoe more an
attempt to co-ordinate the educational administration of Muslim Primary
Sehools under onc central organisation built out of the three main
religlous sect. proved abortivo.ess the ides was . tmmmoasam owing to
the jezalousies between the sec'bs."?s Again it was noticed in 1948 that
ystim sehools have hiterto had little cohesion, Thoy have '.mfferea
£rom local end sectional disputes cften of triviel nature and heve only
to some extent been co=ordinated by the direet action of the Education
Dopaktment,” > The Ugande busiim Education Assoriaticn Pormed in 1940%

tried t6 reducc tengsion of these cocts in vain. According to the Anmel
Report of 1935 four Muslim schoolu were olosed because of the "apaty of
the commmmity concerned? Thus one may be justified %o conolude that the
Huslims themrelves have contritmted to thoir oducational bacloyexdneso,

# T vas lcd by Gava who i meniioned earlicr,
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As & result of thia poor low education, Ugands Muslims form a
1arge part of the uncmployed. In his “Islam for 120 years in Ugzanda",
Samla-Kimild regretted that "th.: Huslims are the least educated and
as such are out of the white-collar jobs." %5 Ae they ware de:-ied jobs
by their poor education fmoilities they tried to find an identity
through providing themselves in trade. EKabwejore described thom as fthe
jews in busineps in Ankolel 50 Duxding the Popo's vioit in Uganda, one
miceionary informed "Newsweek" that in Ugandas "It is said that if you
want to be a good politician beocome an Anglicam, & good noroahant become
a Muclim but if you want good education become a ostholio,P |

Islam in Buganda is looked at by none-luslims ags o religion whose
ideals arc out of date, Therefore the Muslims who belong to &t are
backward, Also, &8 no ruler of prominence in Buganda was a luslim, and
because after their defeat in the Buganda religious war:: they woure reduced
to 4 despised minority, the linslims in Buganda exre backward in every welk
of 1ife in comparison with other Commnities, They are also backward
because they arc uneducated. Bishop Cagpian Spiss desoribed Muslims as
6 ccmmmity which "had no morals, were deceitful and all had V.D, To
educate them wac useless, they were friends of the goverument out of greed
only? 7© Until recently Muslims in Buganda have been regarded as an
important commmity., They are Juct butchers, taxi-drivers, shopkeeperns,
hewers of wood end drawers of water, and seoond clags eltizenu, Acoording
to Kagozi - & Muslim himself - they foxrm a big part of the criminale and
they lack the mavmews, the tastes, the attitudes, the intellectusl inelino
ticns end a1l those other attributés that usually make an edusated man the
respectec individual in his socicthy. "Even cmall %ldren in villagea arc
reported to. jeer at a Muslim viho might be passing. Sheiln Kibanga
lamenting on thelr low gtandard related to me an incident when he wes
jaughed 8t and made fun.of by the iulago nurses, Wacn they saw him in a
Ranegu and tarbooch, they adked him vhat ho would do, being a Muolim they
thought he could not writes They were surprised wW.cn he oigned hin pame

on the medieal form.so

Ap a result of thisy, Islem as a religion in Bugends is assooiated
with baoloardnoso. As Islem is not linked with progress and doec not offexr
ehancen for progressy Ambitious Muclim youths who werc eager o paytioipate
in the aotivities of the country, abandmed the roligion and idenbified
themselves with Christianity, Une cRample is Jule, tho previous Prineipal
of the then lalkarere Univarsity Colleges He wen & Ihu.lin but abandoned
Tglam and beceme o Protestant as Iolam was not the svemo o progrﬁﬂa.sl
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The whole atmosphere in Buganda is against Islam., The social attitude
is that to be a Huolinm is to be a foreigner, This huc led $o the growth
of a high inferiority complex among Luslims, Apart fron Atu wa,
very few Muslinm youths would like to be lmown publicly as Muslims. Thoy

try to onll thamsclves by religiously heutra:l._ﬁ mes as Loses rather then
Haman, which do not identify them with Islam, _
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The formal foundation of NHAAM took place on first August 1965,
The idea of the formation of NAMI veas not Kamulegeyads, The irmediate
event which lad to the foundation of this movement had their root and
origin in Mecea, In 1965 an association called the VWorld Iluslim Ieague
organiced & conference and invited representatives of Muslimes from all over
the world. Abu Mayanje, Ali Kisscka and Keamulegeye reprecoented Uganda
usiims at this conference. Abu layanje and All Kisseke werc sent by
Prince Badru Kakunpulu leader of Uganda Muslimn, But according to oral
information, Kamulegoya was o self-styled representative of Uganda Husldma,
as ghall bDe explained later. During the oonference, Familegeya being wolle
eutablished with most of the members of the World Muglim Lensue by virtue
of having studied in Saud:‘g. Arabia for meny years, rlaoyed a vory outatanding
role., He wao appointed as one of the comeittee members which dlscussed
the spreading of Islawn in the vorld. The coammmittee discussed unity of
Muslims also end one of the rcsolutions adopted in ihis Conference was
that a1l lurlims, whatever thedr seot, should join in one luslim orgenisation,
not enly in thelr various countric: but alco in the wnolo world,

Kamulcgeaye returned from ilecca with the ldea of opening a brameh of .,
the World iuclim League in Uganda. As he was not well-lmown in Ugands he
approached the outshanding ¥Muslim politicians who would support hic cavgs
as well es voicing his aspirations. He approached Welyon, then Minmistex
of Flenning and Commmity Development, and Shaban Nlaitu, the Deputy
Minister of Education, An Association lmown es “Addwet" or "The World
Muslim League, Ugenda Branch", was founded with Harmlcgoya as its first
Prosident, On £irst August 1965, a meoting was held ot Nekyon's house,
During this meeting the title "Jorld Muslim League, Ugenda Branch" was
changed %o "The National Apsooiation for the Advancament of Muslims® to
suit the aims of the Asscoiaticn in Uganda,; At the came meeting, office

beareys were selected s follown:
Nelsyon s Prosident (Minister of Plamning end
Commmity Development)

Koruilegeya VicesPrepident (Initiater of HAAM)
chepen Nt ¢ Chedzman (Deputy Minioter of Bducation)
Abbaa Balinda 1 Publieity ‘ecrftary (Uomber of Papliencnt)

Pasonsa ¢ Seoretary OGemeral (Finenciel Secretary of
Sebei District)

Apsi Bwokayilera s OCrganining Searetexy ((imigter of Piomso in
the Bunyoro G&vernmcnt)

Sheikh Kyazse 3 Vice=Sooretary Goncyal

63

Agip Mitte ¢ Trensuror

%rho National Ausociation for the Advancement of Mmalims;. e

Hereafter NAAM.
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beiih Ald Daimary J Ldueation Scexrcboxy
Dheilh W, *utyaba t Vico-edueation Scurctsxy

it U L aas ueeting & sixenien committoe woo appointod te  draft tho
Constitution of the aszociation undexr the ehalrmnn hip of 14 Balunyae.

WA was a highly orgamised assoclniion snd many bruancheu weze opencd in
cvory Jisirict of Uganda.

It <oczi. an though the Lowdation of MAN was aveldvainle If vrs
not plammcl T2 years beforc tho ode of its foumdation, Ol iforuaiion
allege thod ih foundatiom of 7.7 by Famdegeyo vio. o ioc:uli of Jealou:y
Aand anngyzuicc.

Yornrloge 7 was ordginally o cupporter of the Dulzsto-lntcte group vivlehr
wags one of (hc bLitter oppononts of Kibull and Ralamgda, Lacndegeya thon
joined EKitnl: Lucause Bulmte=Hatcto vias agadnet the ploglpg of Latali.

Thus afior buing a bitter oppeneni of Prince Zalnmguli L bicame hic
fRithful ri oiplo. Being the leader and organiuer o UL pilgrims from.
Upande, Torulagoys was sure thot he would be the onc ic be appoiwted by
Enlunguln no the Ozanda Mw 1in;? vepregsentative at e ‘umal Conferento
of the World uslin League, To hi. wme it wes Shu E‘:’;ya.ﬁ;ia and AL
Kisseka who vexo appointed. Immodintoly he £low b0 llccen and arpued thit
these two o lay-aen not theilhs. Thus 1% vas ab.urd -iﬁm:rﬁ they should
be the 01ui %0 ropresent Ugsnda at a wokld eonfercnce, i ho vetarned
from Heeen, he foumded NANM,

Vhilc regarding this irmedisve ciuwe with somc Inpordonce; the
historial factor should pot be di-vesarded. The mxin roa:on for the fomding
of MAAM i te be 2ound in the history of Islam in Ugandi., 4 serious
examination of the hisgsory of Iuwilin: in Ugendfl sugge b thad o movement
j4ke thic ome 7o 1ikely to te fovnd, One o auaﬁifiel;d o auggest thut
RANS &~ 8 reopomue Lo Dy, Torgennt®<® chellonge €t Eha “ohormeden Osmruwity
ware 60 boclmnrd econondenlly end cducationally thet it nwoded ppécinl help.cq'
My TAAL 1y Do looked at as cne of the pany movencrube fowmided im an
attenpt tc solve the many problen; facing Fuwling ir Bugande, and to soak
for the propce iGontity of thin corimmity. After udpoadones in 1962
Muclims in Bugnnde begun Go be corsclous of their bucl. rinesy which gnve
ghen le:: sny during the styugple for indepondence, L vnpy of infevicrity
tool: por-eoouion of Taelime beocaw:e of the los+ Of politicul prestina,
Nenrly every Ugends Muslim begun %o renlire how unirfineniisl Yslam w
and 40 try to enteblish a scaninsful explenation vhy thio vas @o, Do
Hugenyiesomia ¢alldng to & visitor ivom Hecct lemented:

¥ ppofes.or of irabic at the Undveridty of London, (In his report on e
edueation in Pa-t Africs).
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"Sip, in here Muclim roligion 15 not in good awing, the
vouson is insuffiolent education of ocurselves who teach it,
Our teaching iz ot ba-.ed on the best cducation'65

After the Dattle of Mengo, Lutece II fled Buganda., A fear that Muslims
bad lest the little prestige viich they had through their xuler as 28 nenbex
of the royal fanily, grew up anong the Muslin Commmity. The Muslims
started to bc more concerned with the Fubture status of thelr commmnity
than beforc. Thic fear, conoexily and conscious effort to £ind & place in
the "political cun' and to participate in the emcrging political structures,
i rovealed in the foundation of MaAM, The foundexrwm: of ITAA] loolted back
with rezret at what Musclims had lost in the past aad declayred that it was
high? Jime they rogained their loct privileges. This con ciousmess of
the past is rovenled in & numnber of spoeches wade by the founders of NAAlL
On 28th Octobor 1965 A report of tho Secrctariet of A desorlbed it as owi -
1, 0001atione s s e sdecp rooted and founded on & COImMON respONsSO

of the Muslim mas.ed 1n scarch of Justicoe, dimity and socicd
cquelity. It hoo tmo cone Yo be the most realistic eomon

donominator bringing to @ foous the diverue problens end
"1 1ims in Uganda with no regoxrd to their

aspirations of all ‘ :
dsfeerences of worikhip but vwith a detemiination to rehebilitate
+hedr sooial, ocultural and oconamie dcvelopnent, regain thcir

ascendalously tramped-on dipnity, direect their destiny and
challenge the future with a goal and a purpo-:e in life,™ 66 -

"~y tins at Xibibi, Holgyon the President of NAAM dold the

tuclims that they had n;0 glance back and recapture heo histordicdl beole

ground of Iilam in Ugauda, Islen was the £irst foreirm religion %o came

4o Uganda. Yot today it ic the ot lagging behind and dosplsed religion

in this ©OWIGTYe Deopite itc slzey it hag no volce in ito owm @ffairg,

it was not prj.v:i.lcgcd to dircot a Luture that is most Auitable 0 its

aspiretions and va. ailised by others es o weapon of its ovm destruction,

Tnorefore Hidilsesss 1o founded in searoh of & proaperous future,™ °f
Thic desire of the originators of NAAX to xehobilitate the Muslin

in tho objoctives of NAME, NAXNI's aim; as outlined

Addreseing Lo

Commmity i. Jeflected

in its oonstitution ares
a) To gwomote unity snd vrotherhood among Muslims

b) me render asslstence for tho advencenent of Huslims in ¥duoation,

roligioily -
¢)  To cooporate with
paithy ©O promote the ¥ap

ooial, heslth and other aspeots,

the govermment on mytters relating to Muolims?

i@ growth of "Qur religlon!s affairsl

=pol collection ond comenditure of Muslin ' finenoe,

puild, TUR OF assist in ruming cchools ao woll as religious
and to award scholdrchips or burcaries to

d) Do C&

education for Uugliiss
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capable Mu-lin rtudents to prosecute their studies in Uganda, Africa or
overseas cowulerics,
£) To open, build, run or assict in rumning mosQues, health c].:fnicﬂ
dispensaric , cocial cemtres, hosplitals, maternity home: and chmtablc
institution: oo the assoeiat:l.on may deem £it for the I Linmg,.

) PO ping V@Yo and mean: of peylng religious teachors,
n) To establich an impartial leadership of all Ugonde “uclims
WAAT is o highly orgeniced movenent and many outstanding ..ms]_j_m
such as Budalazalke Matovu became members of WAAM beeou:c of ite clear
and sound acnifeoto. After threc woeeks other associntiont in pursu_‘.:.’l: of
the developnent of the Muslim Commmity, declded to join IiLA1, For exmmple
on 21st. furnt 1965 The Ugande Muslim Congress merged tith MAAM, Aftor
a year the meabers of NAAM claimed %o have 374 mosquer under their complete
corrand with ‘andegeya &3 tho headquarters of the acsociction. About 1623
ruslims had becone member: of AMN after two yearc of Jitc formation, Thin
muber inciuded a number of outstanding sheikhs such os Swelbu Semeltula,
Iisamba, Mivulc and Iutalo. Most of the Muslims who joined NAAM were
memberz of ascoclations which at one time or another oppoood the leadership
of Kalkungulu. Therefore thoy became members of NAAN in order to challenge
the hercditery concept of thc leaderchip of NMunlin~., It secms that sone
~heikhs becane manbers oF IAA 4n the hope of being roid momthly salaric.,
1AND was @&loo backed by the I'uslin youth not becaune of rcligiocus:” reacons
ot all, Tho young Muelims wanted more orgamisation and modernizatior of
the Muslin Corrmmnitye They complained that there ~hould be luslim reports
of what has gone on each year anong the Huslim Commmity und that Muclin
Baucation ~hould be improved, As NAAM seaned a proni:ing avsociation to
A £yl all thelr complaints, the young Muslims supported 1t and volced ito
causes AT explained earlier, moct Huslims in Bugando are umemployeds Theee
thought - that oo NAAM was supported by the goverrment, thore was a good ohmnnc
of being employcd. Thus thoy supportod FAAM as a stepping stone to
political appointments and employment. Oral informotion goen on to show
that @ number OFf non=Harrlins who were not employed ~vere circumoised, vonverted
to Islam and joj_ncd FAAM go ‘that thoy might be employcd by the govermmentd,
wyet others WiO joineﬂ 1% were clkilful men who hoped to manipulate things
to their omm odvantage.’
Anotlior group which supported NAAM enthusiastioally was Muslimn
outride Bupgandt.e They complolned that they were ravely cansulted and
called upon to participate in Muclin affairs, becausc they were regarded by
the Bagands & jncapabls men, They declered th:a.'b it vas high timo Aress
outeide Dugands pmioipated in the ruming of My 1lin affairs and NAAM
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geemed to open the way to this aspiration, Dunhar obcerved that "the
Poumdation of the National Ausociution f£or the ilﬂvancemezlt of Muslima
(HMAAM) wa welcomed by certain clements im Buzyoro \i10 wore tired of
Kibuli (Buganda)leadorship and readily supported the now &qsqoiation"'m .

The fact that Nekyon, Presidont of NA.AM, waw not o rh;ga.:;.;..a strengthened

thaeir challenge of Buganda leadershipe. In Jamm'y 1967, a bfmoh of IAAH

in Bugoga vroto & letter to Ka]amxlu dism:u;sing hiz ng tho le.a&ev' of

Mu~lims in Uganda. He was accuscd of failing to devrolop 'l:hc ’,ma].im
\

Commmity for uixty yeam, N -y



Chapter Threes NAAMIS A S

So far NAAM doea not seem to have achieved officiontly any of ite
noble goals of establishing an identity for the Tuslim Trmamity In
Puganda, Poundation stomes have been laid for scheols, mosgues; and soclal
centres but no building bas been sot up by the membero of NAAM, For example
a foundation stone for a mosque wns laid at Naguru~¥Xateli in 1966 by
Nekyon but no canstrustion of a Hosque has been attenpted yot, Mawmy other
foundation stones wero laid jn West Nile, Busogay Acholi, Huberide aud
Karamoja, but no actusl building of schole or mosque has ever been done
by membexrs of NRAM, Seeondly, HAAM promised to assist the existing mosques
and Koranio schodls. For exampley its members offared %o help the Juma
sptonld, seet £inanoially with the building of the Kyadondo mosque bub up to
now they have not put their promiced help into practice. Vandegeyd, the
headquiirtors of NAAM, was not et up by mombexrs of NAAM, Oririnally the

losque and lend at Wandegoya belonged perconally to Kasule who was a member
of the Bukoto-Natete ocols When Kasule beeame & mediber of WAAM, he offored

the mosque end land to the ascooilstion. Memboys of NAANM eleim that -
Bwadse it theix higgast EKoranic schooly bHut again the land emd buildings
at Bwaice are perscmal proportics of Easule. The school is now regarded
as NAAM's property bessuao Easule and Hudalagalgey the headmaster of the
cohoOly are members of NAAM, In fact Bmaise Koranio school started in 1963
while NAAM was foumded in 1965. A oclose study of tho sghool revealed
ghat FAAl bas not even assisted 1t finﬂg_iomlarandyet the members of NAAM
regard it as one of their achievemcntss  Olher schools such aag Xam
and Bukuloi which e¥e yregarded as NAMM's property were xnot seh up hy ﬁha
agooclation Por exampley Bulalo was gtarted in 1921. These Eom;ﬂ_q
schools still yemain &8s poor as thoy were before the foundation of BAAM.
wmmm;‘eauaediﬁe objeative of paying religious
geachors, Up o now nane of the Sheildie has ever received a penny from
HAAM, Some qhammobamememhmc@mwwiththehmenfbew
pow Crustrated as their conditions remain 85 bad as bofore, For
mle&MImmwmmmwle&Mmm
start running othay businessee f£rom vhich he can carn a prospercus living,
thelims BFE gbi1l wedting for the membors of BAAMM %o get up the
hospital whish thoy promised., In opite of such hoepitals ao Mulage which
soxved 611 the people in Ugsnda, Muolims are atill complaining that they
faiyly end are percusded to beoome Ohirdotisns by Balokole®

not treated
W Tions in Whioh belioves in public CONFeOolon OFf oinc,
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murces, especially et hospitale guch as lengo, Rubagn and Hsambye
which were cet up by Christisn micclonaries.
Samila~Kimli commented on this compledint ms €ollowat

/e heay of a lot of statéments vherc Fusiinm patients are
turned out of Catholic hospitals. It bvan happens that o
LRzsliim peticat dies ocutaide a Cathyl &ocp:r.tal without heving
o doctor peeing hifeeeee72 i

Mgpcnedupadispmforthewelmreoi}\&ulm in Burton
“trem:, Kampala, ut itsc sexvice did not lact for & lopg tiste., m.mig
enenies compaigned ageinst it compiximing that it mﬁia fairly only
menbers of U.PCap amd otharﬁhmlim vho were not U.P.Ce ;%anbera were not
served pIopcTlys O'I:hers soid thnt 1t wes another place Yor compaigning
against Kabalm Yeldm end the idngdous, Thus the disp@s@y\\mw. Lo
Doctor Scali,n privete doedory is ucing that tulldiog. - o+

The membewe: of HAAL Believe that theumofeaml&mganm
a11 impertinl loadership of Ugnndn Iuslims has bedn reﬁ:l.isaa.‘ $he Yusl fas
conplained thot during state functions such as independenco ot etwatiana,
she catholies end protestants are represented by Bishops whifle Huslium are
ropresented by laymen. On the other hand a lender wag naceasarytobrmg

togethor odl the foctioncs A Hekyon pah its

%emetmaofthevwh:mmmtamdmmtmﬁar
ot Luclims ip Ugondo must have one suproze autboxity which
embeocegall there oxganisations,73

On Haych Tth 1967 Nealgron cnmowmced that b nceting would take placo
oo decido Mo iim leadsrchip in Ugende end cnd f¥iction Yotweon rival groups.
on 1ot. April 1967 8 meoting of Funlins was orgamired at Bugenbe mesr Jinja.
Sach @i -trict wa- yepresmted by throe shedkho. 8% the reeting proponnla
for the lesdcr of Ugenda Muolime were mpdes Swaibu Semalalles Sheilh
Abgu Eazmmlezcyas Shoflth Iivideo end "heikh Bafalazalke Hatovu, Were come
of the poople Wo ware mmﬁmﬁewthVMﬂmmof
the outatonding shoilths in the cowairy, ALY these were oirbers of FANT,
Kolungulu did met appesv spmong the proposed pecple bectuss the members
of :mm doclarcd that he was not a shoilh, Outstanding sheilhs such ac Yubowa

o support Kalompgulu @14 not appeor omong the propoccd poople alcd.
1loreover Ralommuin?a followers hnd bBoyeotted tho meeting.
spedilh Svaibu Somalula W&o cisoted spiritusi lomilcr of Husiims,

tho sheilh ufil of Ugmmda. Hio clection wan the firct of itn kind in
tho hictory of Islam in Ugandny ond wao mde by whnt the monbers of HAMM
aalled tho House of Sheilds, Vith eatisfaction Matn dcseribed him oo
o opiritunl lcader 1ike the Archbiehops of Rubage and Fomivembe. He
orsethor ~tated that he chould bo nocepted by @1l Mslims oo the Presidant
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of Uganda wac eleoted. As he put its

"o ic the Sheilh lMufti of all Muslims including all thove
who mey not believe in his leadership just ac the President

of Ugonde in the leader of the people all over the oountry
ineluding those who may not believe in his xuling party,"

The Obote Government recogniged him as the sheilh Mufti of Uganda.

Despite the government's recognition, same of the liucliums refused
to accept hio leadership., The clection of a spiritual leader of Muslims
has heightened the confliot among lhuslims and widened the gap of umilty.
Abu Mayanja dismissed the election of a spiritnal leader as misleading the
Muzlima and said that it wvas againet the Islemic Iew., He basged his

opposition on the ground thats _

U 1am does not divide lifo into waterwtight ocmpartments:s
the seoular and the cpiritual, as for example, Chritianity
doos, end there is no pilestly olesp in Iclaml 74

Phe Mualime pointed out that thelr Prophet saild that thero is no olass
of ilonkn in Ivlam, Hawrries supporis thie view, He points ocubd
“There is no priesthood in Islam, and for the Afydcens

at least no religiouc leaders who give pratical 4ireotioms
suitable to Musiimo 1living in rural aress.' 75

The members of NAAN were scvused 6f being ignorent of Arabic vocabulerlys
that the word "‘heikh" does xiot striotly mean a priect or religious
teacher. It 15 just a title of horiour. Semilota's clection was again
challenged on the ground that it vmo absurd and too rudical to alect a
spiritusl leador and, to mke 1t worse, campare hin with the President

of Ugenfin. ABu Mayanje complodned:
"Ror o Cabinet Mind tor* to compare the Ml with the
Pxpoildent in those tems really Dedts my underctanding, be .
there is Aabsolutely no baais for comparison hetween the mm.
jhe Procsident of Upanda 15 eloeted in acoordance with the
oconsititution of Ugands end hao power to Fule ull the peoplo
within the country and he can enforcc his decision thrc
the forces of the country, if need be. - In vhat constitution
are the p owers of oheikh Mufil defined? Uho Zre dhe people
eligible to aleot him? Where im the olection to be hold and

by what method?"76
other hecdd it was ctated that ag faxr &s Islam is ooncermed no such

House of Sheikho axists,

has failed completely to establish unity of ali Muslimg
ungar one leaderthibe NAAM s aim wae to amalgomate a1l the linelim factiono
into & iind of neodoration® under an impartial leader 5o that they might
work together to devrelop thelr sooletys DBach faction ¥a: to be allowed

to follow it o méy;hoa ofiwomlﬁp. The membern of HAMI realised that ig

On the

a thing as the
fhus NAAN

* Nlkutu
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Whieldims were united, they could use help £rom outeide countries more

e

efPiciently then befores Unfortumately the membgrs of other factions
refused to accept the ides of a joint efforty to Qevelop the Muslinms.
Bosides this, it has been &lleged that the loaders\of NAAM were mot
germinely interscted in the idea of unitvy, Peor ewsmple RemuJegeya is
acoused of Poumding NWAAM in order to form a group which would oppose
Kalnmgilu's loaderchip and his associntion, The Ustndd Muyslim Co  # tye
Therefore, he could not gemtinely aim at uniting ¥uslims whem He was
publicly preaching against one large ceoh of Muslims,
The finsmcial pzoblem is anothexr factor which aplaine the failure
of NAMM to implement 4to objectives, The Worlé Muslim lefigue protised
to aosiot NAAM #Finsmeially by contributing 20,000 shillings but.up So wow
it has not fulfilled its promise. The members of NAAM complzined that
+hoge vwho opposed the asgoeiation wrote to the World Muuslim League, ond
the leaders of the Lemgue were oonfused &8 %o whom they chould send .
e omey wiaoh' hould be used for the benefit of ell Muslims in Ugantg,
1+ was estimated that the constructicn of Ibende mosque woyld oost "*S\
20,000 shillings, Hoima 10,000 shillingo, Guln-Acholi 10,000 ahitlings,
Vest Nile Awings 50,0004 Kyotere~Eayungs 5,000 and Ziroiwe 8,000 chillings,
In additieny aheilths had %o be paid, The members of the Assediation had
o 1doa where thio money would be obtained fromy - They jJust relied on -
An cxmmination of the objeotives of HAMM, suggest that
the initistors of theso objectites Wora Yoo madicle and theoiyr aims jbeo
utopian to be carried cut, They wmdorestimated the problen of chemging
the whole Iolamic status=quo whiﬂh. hes ﬁﬂ-ﬂ‘k&d.for aboul a century in
Instond they thought that this eould be done overnight. As &
apult they have fedil Parhaps it is tco eaxly to eriticise the movemont,
bt b A8 now ; gince HAAM wae founded ond mth:lng of Lmportance
nqumping’t £rom place to place opening branches

hao been done apary fxrom _ 7
of NAAW 211 over Ugands and trying to convineo poople thet WAAM ds purealy

Melﬂent‘r
religliou2 i sation of HAAU Muslims have been more eqnfused than

Sinee the
peforee B cpite of ita affort to unite them it has enlaxged and
e been so stongly divided by NAAM that

. have
od the rifb. IHuaslims
streﬂagz:e:;'t . eom o be any Wpeddeina®, as one informer put 4%y which
thexre ‘v

e GogetheTe Pnexe do not seem to bo any campramige 4t all

will Wﬂ;u‘gwe and it ip & weste of time; money end cnergy 0 try and bying
§

o an ennfle

donations 210N

aven in
thaose aifferentcs t
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Chapter Fousmrs _OPPOSITION AGAINST HAAM

A) The Uganda Muslim Commmity (UMC),

The Ugands Muslim Commmity* led by Prince Badru Ealaungulw is tho
greatest opponent of NAAM. Oppocition from this group hoo made 1% prace
tically impossible for NAAM to carry out ite aimo. WAALL, es far as WIC

is comocarned, d1o.c threet to peaco and a grosp wiclation of fhe freedom
of werthip guarenteed to the poople of Uganda by the Gomoetitution, In

a letter to Obotep then Fresidemt of Ugande, the mambers of W0 desoribed
the. supparters of NMAAM as misQuided Muslims who brought shane to Iglam,
snd sppealed to the govermment, the police and the public to he aware of
the various statements issued, and actlons commltted by the supporters
of NAANM,

TMC eacuced NAAM of doceliving the publie that it was foumded to
develop the Ihslim Coymmity while its main aim iz to oveithrow the
leadeyship of Ealnmgulu oand to pelze Kibull and convert it into the headw
quarters of Mufti Semalmla, Thic foar of taking oyer Kalkungulu's position
was bascd on Hlmtu's gtatement during a precss conforence on 25th Novamboer
1967, Aoked whother HNAAU would take over Kibull, Moitu yeplied that tho
members of NAAM were locking for a headguatar for the Mati and if the
mjority of Muclims thought that Eibull wvasg the right headquarters for
Mufti, "I bolieove Sheilkh Mufti will hove to zeoept the advioe of hio
followcEo.!]  On 15¢h November the Kalmmmulu followers wrote o lettor
to Obote, then Presidemt of Uganda, and desecribed Kmlnmgulu as the
acoredited leader of the Muslidms in Ugenda, They varned Obote thay
NAAM pimed at pplitting essunder the present Ugsende Muslimo by usurping
Kakungulu'o suthority. As they put 1t} 7

#Tho two chief aimp and objects for which it ¢leims €0 hevo
boen founded, which,.» We regret to sucpect ae belng aubtle
approaches townedo the gradual wesltening and cmentual deniol

of loyalty to Frince Badru Halnmgulu'c rolipgious leadershibDeese
whioch derives f£rom his oW father, our pioneer religiouc

leader'
The momber: of NAAM wore refuced acoess t0 Mocgues of UMG. In a

press etatement the members of UHC siated that BAAN chould build inotie
tutions of itc own inoluding mosgues in order fo ful£1) ite purposes,

They dcolaved that they strongly objected to the oonversion of their ploces
of religicus worship into publio platferms for the propasenda of the

# Heyeafyer ULC
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suspiocious intention of HAAM, The refusal of WIC and the insistence of

+ -HAAE t$o usée IMQ il dingn by Lforoe, repulted-inm mmy' ph;yaﬁ.ca:‘.. atrocitien -

ecmmitted by Rhe Muslim b\g suity. i G s R
 On:1T¢h auteharmss’aqumel betwaen ithe tW groups Fesulted fwed:~’

the derth of momoi nmfm, This took plase at Kemibango-Nyamitanga in

Ankole af a miuleedi, one of the ¥uslim ceremonies. . NAAl was neap:the. ~ U

Mosgue emd TMC inotde it. Verbal guarrels-resmlted ianto tase physieall. - i

Fighting snd two men were killnd ubdle mony othern inclvding woien and . /

ochildren were seriously imjured, Aftor this incident Obote invited sheilh

Sammimla 40 his presidential lodge.znd assured him that the Govermment

would taike action to deal with thone who caused trouble at mosques.

Similar incidents, but less seriousn, occurred at Eibiibi-Butambale on

17th September 1965, Luweero-Bulcmesl on 3lst. Cotober 1965, Nakibembe-

Bugwerl in Busoga, and at Igenga-Busoga. These quarrels between NAAWN and

Wi0_are dharadteristic of all Iuslim guarrels in Uganda. That is they are

pot based on principles of the Ielam faith, but on persomal and political

quarrels. They have lowered the prestige of NAAM which it bad earned from

lcarmed Muclims because of i‘bs sound aims. For example, after the Ankole

incident” t.he Buslim students at Mokerere University urote an open lettexr

40 Sheikh Swaibu Semalulza, conderming the behaviour of Huzalims in Ugamda.,

Purther they condemmed him becsuse of his insistence on being leader who—

he knew clearly that a big section of luglims was not ready to acoept him

and which led to utter chaocs within the Huslim commmity. They also expressed

their suspicion of NAAM. They seld:

7t makes us most highly doubiful of the sincerity of the
members of WAAM if inotead of persuading the Muslims to theair
cause through raltioral means they are beat ONeees the uase of
force tu fuliil their purposess Thease means do the greatest
injustice to whatever noble cause they may aim at a&vaneing...
o e Ue have been led by thelr comsistent show of intolexrande to -

delieve that other factors are at play.®79
The conflict at mosques and Maunleedi ceremonies was @o tense that
"may jons the,Uganda armed forces and Ugands Police had to be _ .

on many occass :
preseat at Mosques. The UC members accused the Frocident of MAAN,

Nekyong wmmmmﬂatrialpawmhymingtheﬂmhmedﬂmes
"por hic own forcible entry into and use of o;g mosques,; theredy converting
public sexvices into his own peraonal uses, It can be sald that ono
of the reasons why NAAM has so far failed to carry out its aims, is the
use of force which as the HNakerere University stulents put it, “cannot

solve the problems of Muslimsd

!
[ gad
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The members of UMO beliesve that NAAM was a movement whichiwvas

inspired by the Jews. They asserted that the Jews wanted to start movements
which support their cause, in Kenya and Tanzania but the Muelims in’thesec
sovntries were not comvinced and this idea failed, The Jews therefoi-e loolked

to Uganda where the Muslims are bitterly dtvided and where the futm'e of
Iglan is at stake, and so encouraged the :Bom:dat:l.dn of WAAEI, Amngemmts of
otarging @ ~imilar movement inxmweramde by Nelgyon in 1965 tut failed,
UHIC members a.rgue that as Jews are fighting to destroy Ia!.mn in the warla,
NAAK aime at doing 'bhe same thing ina Uganda.

-+

-
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B) _Is NAAM _A Polibical Parby?

One of the strongest acousation which NAAM encountered and failed
to supress was the suspioion that it was a political party in favour of
Obote. Vhen I wao conduotmg Oral Intexviews, su.oh phreses as "NAAM is
& political party", "Do you mean NAAM of Obote?", "she may be a spy for the
government®, Mufti is Obote's witceh dootor™, "non't you know that BAAM is

UPC?", were repeated by many informants ywhom I tried to interview. After

the coup in Uganda I roceived letters from three of my informants apolo-
gloing for not telling me the truth that RAAY wae Obote's Muslim political
party, & bronch of UPC, Msany supportera of NAAM in villeges olaimed that
NAAM wac the Govermmemt and the Govermment was WAAM, and that 1f one did
not join NAAKM the Government could not give him @ job, This belief was
encouraged by the fact that sll Kuslim sazga chiefe.during Obote's rule
wore members of NAAM apart from Mayanja the sagza chief of Ggomba, The
following chicPs are all members of NAAMN, Mbabali, the sagza chief of
Bulemegl county, Iugobe of Butambala, Semalule of Singo, Kibirige of
Busujju, Mato of Sesse a.nd Kirunds of Bugwere. In addition to these thexre
ware also secretary genara:l.a; for ezample the aecretaxv general of Hubende,
The Seerctary Gemeral of Bumyore, Asolstant Secretary Genexal of Sebeyi,
Wuwangs, Admintetrative Secretary General of Eaot Mengo, and Alministrative
Seoretary General of Busoga, Haji Balunywa. A1l these were members of
NAAM; a faot whioh strongly cmphavizes the suspioion thet NAAN was in
League with Ohotots gmﬁ. The non~members of NAAM were justified

to complain ‘that they were.denied jobo: by the guvermnment on the ground

that they were no% members of NAAM,

NAAM we. founded at & oritioal peried in Uga_mda. This wac the time
when lingdons of Ugenda end hereditary rulers werg being sbolisheds It
seems as though the politieians supported NAAU not only for religlous
reasons but for poiitical purposes alsos. They realised that HAMM's alm
of ending Eslumgulu's hereditery leadership wac identical with their
poliey of abpliching foudaliam, They utilized thiv opportunisy by enooura-
ging NAAI's achkivitice. Thus it i. alleged, by those who are against
NAAM, that in-tend of being & gonmuine religlous movenmont its leaders
turned it into & political mangcuvre, The fact thot Nelyon, the President
of HAAN, wap mot 6 lugands but como from the Borth, where Obote the
Progident of Ugande came from, inoreased the suspicion ogaingt NAMM, To
make 4% wor:e Nelyon was related+ to Obote, The Baganda complained that
+O0bote and Hekyon aire heif trothors,
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NAAM was based on twibalism, that it was founded by Obotels . hxother to
orush the leadership af Buzanda. Thios actusation wis heightaned when
Muwenga & member of FAAM declared that it was time the leader of ..
Muslims- in Usanda was & nop-Muganda.  NtegeeImbvam~s then Kabakals -
Minister of Edueationy camjlpined that to. thresten the leaddrship of
Vglima just booeuse the loader was a llugands showed %rlbalisms He
warned that the plen:of umrcoting the Baganda from all important positions
might even be exbended to Rubaga and Nandrembe$ j T

The pembars of HAAM admithed thet their -acgocisbtion almed at working
with tho govermment of Ugenda; Foy expmple Kamulegeys avgued that it
was impos:sible o meparate religion From pelditics hecause both work for the
adveneement of qommmibicsy thereforep he admitted that the mneubmrs of
NAAY were strong suppurbaxe of Qbotels government end they could nob -
tolerate anyone who opposed it. On 4th August 1965 Abbas Balinday- ..
member of Parliement; declaered that the main aim of NAAM was td oowuperate
sath the Government. : Nkatu also informod & press cormferemoe that NAAM
supporters "mave %o double loyelty whateoevers They axra all. solidly
unitod ta support the Governmusns vhieh they themsekves elactedW’ >% He
fAurther assexted thal monsgupporiars 0 BAAM were divloyal fo the. atate,
Aty Maymmin qhsllenged 4this ctetomentt in Parliaments. He adked the
Mindator for Ockbinmet Affairs ta explain whether Fkutu'c otatement
ref¥lected Govayrment'a policy. He also wanbed the Ministor e estate if
the Govermmont Bﬁﬂi tpheld ‘Artidle 16% of tho pravious eonat‘i‘butinn of
Uganda, when it was publicly intenfeﬁns with the £recdem of worship of
the people of Ugands, by dhampioning, supparting as well as idemtifying
itoelf Fith ome xam:la_m- Meyanje. oxgyed Shat, the Govermnent identificd

14g01f with NAAM by reoog]idng Swetiby SomAloile as the Jeadetr of Mual_-l.m.,,-
and ite intention was t¢ impose this leader over all Muslima,

Obote rcalizing the dengion which the Questmn areated in Paruammt,
decided to cmewer it himself. Ho replied that the Govermmembls recognition
of Swaibu Uemalule was baaedonthefact that he was the one who roproe
gented tho Musiinme in 1962 duving the independence celobretians, Secondly
he was the official intorproter of the korap. He ddded that a group of
Muelims recoguised Falungulu beesuce he ivhepided the leadership £xom MMbogo,

2 A = P A Ry 3 Wi, et e M 1

*Rahaga i= the head(;uaﬁers of tha catholies anﬂ Nﬂuﬂx nbe of the protestasito,
s Tt provided froedon of worship of the P‘Wlﬂ-@ ef Ugandae
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UAre there wome people even teday who thinlk that religious leadership
should be just inharited?", he auked, He also infermed Paxliament
shat fhere was no wopd "PRINCE" ia the then comstitution of Ugsuda,""
Although Obote tried to deny that the government did nos sugpoxt and
encournge the existence of NAAM; the way. he answared layanja'a .guestion
indicated that he used NASH to £ulfil his poliey of abolishing the
Uganda ldngdomo and hereditary wulerse . . .o o

The Pact that Semalule; the Yfti of Ugenda preached in favour of
UPC on. certain occapgsionsy showed thah FAM wag & polivical. paxrtys
For example, -8t one of the religicus cercmonies &b Mityena, the Mafti
preached against D«Pe and K3¥s and oondemmed all theiw Jleaders, He.
aiso eppesled to all people to support UsFsC. and Ohohe, sud prediotied
that Obote would be Fresidemb of Ugonda for $0 yeors. In a press states
mend the eatholios complaived and cendarried the fhufti Zor nisuging his
raliglcus PoaLbicn B0 Boouse DeBis Mhhoir political pexty,” " *. Tne
Mhyn1im gtudents of Nalterere University blamed the Mufhi ifer being used,
acs they put it, "o endorme and asover seme other ulbericr motivesg,%
Iaftils vicit to the President of Ugunday after the Ankale inoident
appear- to some Vuslims as an act of support for WAAM by the Obotels
govermments. . Commenting on this visit the Makerere Univernity sbudente
wrote to the “ufti that they heard: : ’

M7ith great shame that you woent to cee His Exellenoy the
Prooident of Uganda, %his wos dane most untimely. It
¥ ' woulld sedi to casual observers that the incident of Ankelo
wap troghed go a wictoxy of vhich eno oomgratulatos. himpelf
iy pdying 8 courteify dail to His Exellenoy. Ve are vaery
K In%ot by thidse.es TYoung Huslims dré boing made to
add diegust do disguil and whatoyar this mesns to the future
of Islam heaven knows. We are made so hopelecs that we almost
1ike 0 avoid even counting ourselves as a party to Islem,"s4

They stated alco thet the governdont wes not Justified in interfering with
the roligious affairs of Muslimc, Agein in the letter to ifufti, thoy
ecomplaineds

F

Wsenrching heaven end carth we dan pexceolve of no grounds
at a1l for mridng goverrment & party in the Muelin strugmle
broken no law of the statt... helping one Laction %o assault
the othor ia %0 us the.maﬁ%wmm ahueg of good cemso and
_Austiias by vhocvaor 2900 it. Vo sy then. Hend ofif Yrdlam''gh
TO.P. 1o vopnzded by the miss of Ugands as a political pasby Tor the Cotholies
hoosuoe 1to lender B.Kiwemim is a Gatholic. UPC ie regevded o o party Lor
4 Protostants. The Muclime have none, As indiented in the Abstraot, thexe
15 no giffercnce between roligion end politics in Ugande.
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Another group which oppo..ed IIAAM on politieal bacis was the "Bantu
Group”. This group was led by the five Ministers who were allcged to have
planned to overthrow Obote's govermnment. They also thought, like the
Bagands, that HAAM was & politioal parby. In 1966 Ibingira one of the
Mini ters ceattered placards in Kampals saying: We the Bentu Group,
have discovered NAAM'e seoret plan.” Nadiope, a inember of thic groupy
in a meeting at Dusest — Busoga declared that the YBantu Group" could
not accept the exietence of NAMM,

There 1s no doubt that NAAI was used by Obote's government as &
means: of gaining suppoert for UPQ from the Muolim Cozmramity, and to fulfil
the government's policy of abolishing the hereditary rulers in Uganda.

As already indinated moot qf“ﬁAAM's importent supportor: wered eP.o who
belonged to UPG. Obote!s Pavour of MAAM is shown by his freguent invie
tations of the Mufti and his public appearance vrith hin in the local
gresc, Obote'o answer to Mayonja's question in Parliencnt left no doubt
among the people that NAAM wos UPO, The fact that FALLI's gtrangth ewnd
end fame weakened when Helgyon logt his cabinet poet after conflioting
with Obote, aloo lcads people to oucpect that 'WAX” was a raligious “arnm!
of UPC |

As 8 result NAAM wmo rejected and opposed by those who were againct
UPC, Thiz opposition from all over Uganda has contributed to HAAI':
failure to carry out ite bbjectlvos. The members of HAAN have wasted a lot
of time end money trying to cowzter this opposition, They have wasted the
association!s meagre resources by opening up branche: of HAAM here and
there, and by holding big rallies, trying %o convince people that NAAM
is a purely religious novenent while at the same time arguing them to
support UPC. ;

Wow that UPC isc oub of powory the future of NAAM i o% ctake, It
45 already rumoured by tha press that HAA hay been abolished,

The develapment of the Muslim Community is etill a problem facing
the govermuents of Uganda. One can say that Idi Auin was aware o this
problem and perhaps that was partly the reasom why ho hed suggested the
yntroduction of ‘the Ministry of Religlous Affalee to dcal impartially
alth religious Grievanoad, The inutability of thelfuolim Commmity in

ow education, Thoue who are goncerned with

Tganda 1o partly 8 rosult of 1

the future gdeyalopment of Muolins should think of introducing Islem a2 a
cubject in primery aand secondary sohools, end to abolisih Koranle sci001a.

1¢ this ig not done, conservative uclim parents will continue to send ¢yaqp

children to these poor Eorenic schools, and the Muslim Commmity will
gontinue to lag bohind other cammmities,
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