
(I ABUSE A SURVEY INOHI LD NAIROBI

BY

WERE SARAH MAKOKHA

*toThesi s D» pa r*-*t mo r>M . A o-f*

M«k-I r-oto-i ,Ur**i vor*^£»*i ~tySoc*! ol ogy » par^-t:^ a*las a

p-r*tl^s awar'd•F^pr- "^tta•FuiT T T msp't Mas-fcar** p-f Ar*'t;s

Spp*! P'S P9y .Dsgr*ss "I p

1 992 -JULY

I

FOR USE IN

couEcn®®’

"m®®"
TH^ LIBR'RV n’^Y



W\/

n-ioc



I

ras

ctr.€!" LT • '.'ers'£ □scree S'" '.•

■r .BB

t4AKOKH AV/ERE , SARAH

 *- examinarior! withsuCT ■* tted ouroes*^trsz: 

■■' S'JDC.*■••/-scrs .■' .'S *'? I

■B
P* - ONYANGODr- -

B
r4<J AU f 1'1 r“ s .R .

accrc'. a

o ’ c" a ‘



"TO zDEDICATED
BOB WERE

MAKOKHABRIANE
KHATAMBIDONATAH

ORENDO ENDEGESOLOMON



-I -I

TABLE OF CONTENTS

TITLE PAGE

Dedi cat ion i

Acknow!edgement s V
Abst ract Vi

Int roduct ion CHAPTER ONE: 1
Problem Statement and Focus of the Study

Literature Review CHAPTER TWO: 8
Child Abuse definedi )
Forms of Child Abusei i )

of Child AbuseNature and extentiii )
Causes of Child Abusei V)
Theoretical FrameworkV)
Questions ArisingVi )

Research Method CHAPTER THREE: 43
Site Descriptioni )
Population and Sample Sizeii )
Method of Data Collectioniii )
Presentation and Analysis of the Dataiv)

- Presentation of the Findings CHAPTER FOUR: 55
i ) Int roduct i on

Demographic Characteristics of Abused Childrenii )
and their Parents



PAGETITLE
CHAPTER FIVE:- 82

Data I nterpretat 1 on and Analysisi )

CHAPTER SIX:-

Discussion of Research Questionsi i )

SEVENCHAPTER

Studi esi ) 11 5Case

CHAPTER EIGHT
i) Conclusion 1 28
ii) Recommendations 1 32

1 38BIBLIOGRAPHY

LIST OF TABLES
Ages Of The Children According To The Type Of Abuse....57i )

ii) Sex Distribution According To The Type Of
58Abuse 

iii) Ethnic Distribution Of The Children 60
iv) Education Level Of The Children According To

The Type Of Abuse 61
The Type Children Who Are MoreV)
Vulnerable To Abuse 64

Vi) Number Of Siblings In The Families Of The Abused
Ch i1d ren 65

AccordingVi i ) TheParent s To TypeThe OfOfAges
Abuse 67



TITLE PAGE

vi1i) Parental Marital Status According To The Type Of

Abuse 69
Education Level Of The Parents According To TheX)

Type Of Abuse, 70
Occupation Of The Parents According To The Type OfXi )
Abuse. 71

Level Of Income According To The Type OfXi i ) Parental
73Abuse.

xiii) Parental Physical And/Or Mental Handicap,
74

Type Of Dwelling According To The Type Of Abuse.Xi v) 75
Whether The Dwelling Has Running/Piped Water,XV )

Electricity, Toilet And Bathroom. 77
Size Of Dwelling According To The Type Of Abuse.xvi ) 78

xvii) Religious Groups Of The Parents According To The
Type Of Abuse. 79

xviii) Parental Group Membership 80

Drinking Of Alcohol, And Criminal Record.



AZ

AOKNOWUEDGEMEMTS

for sponsoring me
to study for the Masters Degree Programme and for their patience
with me when undertaking the course.

si ncere thanksacknowledgeI to supervi sormy Dr. P.my
Onyango for her patience and encouragements without which I would

have completed this work. I am equally gratefulnot to Dr. H.N.
Njau who took over from Dr. Nj eru. This research

from her guidance.benefited a great deal
cont ri but i ons al 1and k i ndst he ofappreci ate supportI

extended to me by my friends through out my study. To all oft hem.

particularly Betty Maloba, Jacinta Murgor, Margaret Munuku,and

Namwalo Lishamba , Solomon Endege and not forgeting, Elphas K. M.
Endege for his editing and typographic assistance, I say thank you.
To all those interviewed during the research on this report, thanks

patience and understanding.for your cooperation,

and Brians and daughter, Donatah who really used their intuition to
how busy I was and gave me peace that enabled me to writereali se

interference from them.this report with least Smal 1 as they are,

problems duringunderstood the di fficultt hey t imesmy we
writing thisIexperienced while Iwas report. t hat Godpray

apply their i nt ui t ionblesses them to when confronted with more
difficult situations that they may encounter in their lives.

Njeru and Mrs.

Finally, I wish to record my loving gratitude to my sons. Bob

I am indebted to the University of Nairobi



Vi
A BST RACT

child abuseThe study carri ed in Nai robion outwas
between 1989-1992 to determine the magnitude of the problem (child
abuse).

rate of reports on incidents ofThe i ncreased chi 1d-abuse,press

the research.to carry out

i nvest i gat eto t he"thio 8*tudy^Tb8

nature and extent of child abuse in Kenya in general and Nairobi i n
whether t here i s relationship betweenfind outpart i cu1 ar, to a

to find out the type of families that makegender and child abuse,
children more vulnerable to abuse, to find out the kind of parents

to find out the risk
factors in the child.

The theoretical rationale of this study was that parts of
the father, mother and children,i s,the fami 1y ; that have roles

functions which they play to maintain the family as a system.and
failure of any of these partsThe in performing their

roles effectively niay render children more vulnerable to abuse.

f i ve abused ch i1d rensi xtyA of andtotal seventy three

sometimes leading to the death of the children involved prompted me

success or

who are more likely to abuse their children.
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ei ghtThus sample involved, cases of sexual 1y.abused children,
phys i cal 1yfourteen of abused chi 1d ren, oftwentycases cases
twenty three cases of abandoned children,neglected children. and

seventy three parents of the abused children above.

drawnAl 1 t he deal twere with thecases at
provincial office of the Children’s Department in Nairobi.

sampling technique se1ectused to the sampleSyst emat i c ofwas
questionnaire and observation in the
Basic st at i st i cs such t heco 11ect i on. modedat a andas mean,

variance among others have been used to analyse the data.
The most significant finding of this study is that child

abondonment accounts for the highest percentage of abused children
percent) .five(thi rty ThirtyNai robii n ofpercent t heone

children were neglected, twenty two percent were physically abused
sexual 1ytwelve percent abused,we re suggest i ng t hat childand

abuse is on the increase in Nairobi.
In conclusion, this study found that the risk factors in

the family included low levels of income (57 %) and large number of
siblings (65 %) among others.

factors relat i ngThe si gni f i cant includedparent sto single
drinking%), of alcohol (53parent hood (80 t he of1 evel

and physical and/or mental status (10 %).education (70 %),

The factorsrisk i11egi t i macy

parents of the abused children above were interviewed.

in the child were found to be

were usedrespondents and a

form those
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child’s physicalchild (10 %),(14 %) , of t he and thethe sex
status (9 %).and/or mental

several incl Udestudy made recommendat ions. TheseThe
among others further research on child abuse using a larger sample

and of child abuse Theextent i n Kenya.natureto establi sh t he
for establi shment ofrecommends det ect i on andanstudy a1 so
communi ty educat i on and mobi1i zat i on,protect ion programmes,

t reatment professionalsupport, p rog rammes,fami 1ygeneral
poli ci es, dayhealt h cent res and st ernnat i onal caret rai ni ng,

abuse.judicial measures as ways of combating child
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I NTTROPUCTI ON

be referredChi Id abuse to as maltreatment of children.can
i sMalt reatment chi 1drenof not phenomenon that unique toi sa

i sabuse globalChi IdKenya alone. prob 1em resu11 i ng f roma
changes wor1d-wi de. The phenomenon may onlyvarious di ffer i n

chi 1dren still form a large proportion of theform. For example,
rubber and construction industriescarpet,labour force in glass.

(1988) notes that in Africa, about si xteen millionOnyango
children below the age of sixteen years are working and that there

three million street ch i1dren. Unless something i s1 east
be over ten million street children on streetsdone, i nthere may

by 2000 A.D.the continent
In Kenya, incidences of child abuse are frequently reported in

Accord i ng1 ocal toreports. t he ei ght yreport s, fourpress
children lost their lives in house infernoes in 1989. Thi s fi gure
covers only cases reported by the local but could be higherpress,

not carried in the press are included. Nevertheless, the
1 OSS chi 1dren’sof ofalarming cases lives through house f i res

caused a lot of concern that His Excellency President HOn. D. Arap
appealed to the public to give childrenMoi prot ect i on

and education as these form a backbone of the society.

gifts f rom God, hope for the future and continuity of fami lies to

more care.

if cases

in various parts of the world.

are at

In the traditional African societies, children were viewed as
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Consequently, children were allowed to lead a peacefulpost er11 y.
life and enjoyed their natural right to life to the highest extent.
Nowadays, hardly a week passes without the press reports of savage

chi 1dren by adu11 s. Qu i t e often, parent sattacks against some
and one of the parents may attack their childrenquarrel

Through such quarrels, 1i ves of eitherof venting anger. spouses
(St andardlostbeen Newspape r, 20,have Augustand/or chi 1dren

1990) .May 13,The Daily Nation,1989,
cruel practices against chi 1dren’s 1 i ves i nThere manyare

These include the tossing of childrenin Kenya.many communities
from their maternal and paternal homes when their parentsto and

have differed (separated/divorced), chi 1drenhence turning i nto
victims of the disagreements between parents. Somet i mes, ch i1dren

viciously attacked by either or parents for very minorbot hare
offenses for which a verbal warning or counselling would have been
appropriate just because the parent(s) believe in the dictum "spare
the rod and destroy the child" (Caffey, 1972, Gill, 1975, and Bwibo

1986).
Randill (1966) notes that some ancient philosophers beat their

mercilessly while parent s, teachers and ministers alike.pupi1s
to foolishness boundbest in the child’st hebeli eved that cure

head was repression - the use of the rod.
anotheri s phenomenoncommon1abourChild someamong

Though primary school educat ion in Kenya issocieties in Kenya.
"free", many children have been forced out of school because many

unable toof their bear many of the financialbeenparents have

as a way
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schoolcommitments school. The
forced todrop-out chi 1dren seek employment t enderatare very

taking odd jobs bai—mai ds, mai ds,Many end houseupages. as
shamba-boys to mention but a few which have little or no prospects
of advancement within the employment. Children who are forced into
the jobs cited above tend to work for very long hours and late into

under-paid,often sexual 1y abusedn i ght s; giventhey are or
food by their masters.i nadequat e
withdrawn from school by their parents to be marriedyoung girls

These 1 ead torich desi re foroff ol d men. cases ato avery
education legislation in Kenya.compulsory free primary

issue that Kenya ought to address herself to is theAnother
of chi 1dren,st reet parking and twi1i ghtincreasing population

children and juvenile prostitutes which are alien to the past. In
the traditional African societies, children belonged to the family

and to the cl an and tribe i n general.in particular Every adult
clan or tribe had for thecare

soci al change haveof broken downchi 1dren . of t heForces many
structures that protected children and has given plenty of room for
child abuse.

Sexual abuse of children is another phenomenon that the Kenyan
societies need to consider. In parts of slum estates i n Nai robi,

juveniles with intentions of subjecting them tosome adults keep
abuse by clients for a fee payable to the person keeping thesexual

•■pays" the juveni1esj uveni1es. in kind (foodThe adult rat i ons
and pract i ce the affectedshe 1 ter). This exposes chi 1dren to

an obligation to

cases of very

within a family,

required to keep the children at

There have been



sexually transmitted diseases and unplanned pregnancies. It is not
child ofsurpri si ng ninet hat gave .bi rt h at Kenyatt aa years
1987 (Daily Nation,National Hospital i n 1987).August,

There are night clubs which essentially are brothels in which
sexually abused in some of Kenya’sgirls major towns.young are

These include the "Modern Green" and "Rainbow" bars in Nairobi and
With the outbreak of deadly diseases suchMombasa respectively. as

have to be taken to protect children vulnerable to
abuses such as sexual abuse and infection with the diseases. There

suffering from "Aids" i nchi 1dren Kenya i n 1989about 81 7were
1989).Dec.report Th i s cal 1 s(Ministry of forHealt h urgent

of ch i1drenprotect 1 on f rom i nfect i on with theformeasures
d i sease.

Many street children on Kenya’s streets are seen sniffing gum
"bhang". These children buy these "goods"smoki ngpet rolor or

from adults who know the risks facing the children. " goods"These
side effects on the children.have negative

Some children are used by their parents/guardians for begg i ng
ot herand goods. Thisfor moneyon consumer pract i cest reet s

exposes the children to many dangers. Some of the children develop
duedeli nquent thet o i nf1uencebehavi our ot herof deli nquent

Somet i mes,chi 1dren st reet s. adults i nvolve chi 1drent he i nin
illegal activities such as transporting and/or handling of stolen

"changaa"such as and drugs.and i11 egal goods i s
the chi1dren.quite detrimental The list of abusiveto act s on

chi 1dren in Kenya i s endless.

"Ai ds", measures

This exposure
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Many children in Kenya accompany their mothers to prison while
others are born in prisons. According to Musiime-Muli and Ki 1onzo

(2,221chi 1dren chi 1dren annum)(1986 ) , accompan i ed22,206 per
their mothers to prisons between 1975 and 1984. The children were
exposed to negative social and psychological 1 i vecond i t i ons and
under serious health conditions. Other children are left alone at
home after the arrest and imprisonment of their parents/guardians.

chi 1dren bring out vi ewagai nst of cruelThese evi 1 aact s a
chi 1dren i n cont rast t o t hat of holdingtheagai nstsoci et y

children as precious resources and hope for the future of any given
soci ety.

the Children and Young Persons Act ofIn Kenya,
for the protection of children. The Act has not been revised since

in spite of many socio-economic changes that haveit was enacted
Bwibo (1978) notes that significant number of childrenoccurred.

of wed1ock,out Kenya’sbut ex i st i ng 1 egali n bornKenya are
provisions leave out such children completely.
This could be the reason to the increasing population of street and

The present day Kenya is not whatabandoned children in Kenya. it
was in 1963 when kenya attained independence. The laws of the land
including legal provisions for the and protection ofcare young

constant 1y rev i sed take intotobe t heshould accountpersons
i n fai 1t ransformat ions Toprocess. i ssoci al to do so

cat ast roph i c.

1963 caters
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This study looks at how Kenyan societies deal with the problem
The study is limited to Nairobi City because itof child abuse.

of the variables thathas most may explain the problems of child
Caffey 1972, Gi111986,abuse (Bwibo 1978, 1975, Onyango 1988).



OBJ EC~rIVES OF THE BTUPy

The broad objective of this study was to ascertain the causes
child avoi dabieabuse, includingofforms somevariousof

of 1 i ves of chi 1dren physi cal1 OSSto1ead i ng oracci dents,
The specific objectives of the study were:d i sab i1i t y.

investigate the nature and extent of child abuse in(i) to
in particular.in general and NairobiKenya

relat ionship between(i i ) to
gender and child abuse.

find out the type of families that make children
vulnerable to abuse.

kind of parents who 1 i kely to abuse(iv) areout morefindt o
their chi 1dren.

kind of children who likely to bethefind outV) to
abused•

(V),fi ndi ngs (i )in thet he to study wi 11Based on
possible solutions to minimize cases of child abuse.suggest

find out whether there is a

are more
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pract i caleffect 1ve thebe, takento t o curbmeasuresno are

We often read press reports of children having been burntprob 1em.
is that investigations

ascert ai n t he of t he f i re andcause t hegoi ng to storyare on
Ascertainment of the causes of the fire wou1dusually ends there.

of chi 1dren *s1 OSS 1 ifet he s i mi 1 arunderhe! p preventt o
parents/guardians would take preventive measurescircumstances as

The study to exploreseeks into t he majoragai nst the causes.
and remed i al againstabuse thechild proposeof measurescauses

pract i ce.
Though much is said/reported on cases of child abuse mainly in

there have been few systematic studies of theworkshops/semi nars,
child abuse i nsubject in Kenya.

based on the American, British and Asian findings. InKenya are
most cases, such findings are culturally biased and cannot be taken

wholly applicable to the Kenyan situations. Thi s study willas
therefore be important as being among the few systematic studies on
child abuse in Kenya.

The study will also be of great benefit to the professionals
field as it would serve as a guideline towards theworking in this

formulation of strategies and policies for protection of children
The study will form a basis of further researchagainst abuse. as

it attemptsraise many questions to offer solutions toi t asmay
the problem of child abuse.

Most of the existing studies on

The most disturbing issue is that common as child abuse seems

to death in house fires and all we are told
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CHAPTER TWO

■-XTER/KTORE REVIEW

abuse has been defined i n d i f fe rentChi 1 d ways by different
because child abusei s different things toschoT ars, Th i s means
di fferent t imes. Chege (1978) looks atdifferent people at child

abuse as the ’’infliction of physical or psychological trauma upon

child causing significant injury or death". He looks at lack ofa
prot ect ion ofand chi 1dren by theirreasonable care

relatives as child abuse, and says that childparents/guardians or
wilfuli s negiect failuret here to provideabuse when oroccurs

food, clothing, 1 ove, and security.basic needs such as
The problem with the above definition is that i t does not tell

i nj uryt he caused t he child1 evel t o becomeswhatatus
al so uncertain about the type of ands i gn i f i cant. We are care

children that i s reasonab1e. The terms significantprotection of
therefore somewhat vague.and reasonable are

def i nes child(1988) abuse si t uat i ons whereOnyango as
Chi 1drenmaltreated. be malt reat edchi 1dren within t hemayare

They are maltreated when their basic needsthe society.
are not met or when they are exposed to conditions of civil strife,

racism and poverty.fami nes,
(1971) defines child abuse as parenting acts thatQi ovannon i

exploitation of the rights ofconst i t ut e parents and
and discipline childrencare-takers to control under their care.

whenThus, parent care-taker knowi nglychild aabuse occurs or
his privileged positionmi suses the chi Id to commit acts ofover

%

family or

a misuse or
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tune with societal and1 n norms
to thewhich are detrimental child.

According to Giovannoni therefore, guardian who misusesa a
child inpos i t i on economi cpri vi1eged i s notover a aspect s

child. Thisabusi ng wou 1 d therefore t hatcons i de red a meanas
labour engaged for economic purposes will not be consideredchild

Gionannoni gives the following forms of childas
abuse:

physical abuse/violence, non-acci dent al use of force by ai ) or
parent/guardian or other care-takers when interacting with the

with the aim of injuring the child.child.

acts that are detrimental to the developmenti i ) abusesoci al
of the child as a full member of his society. These include

forms of discrimination and prejudice against the childal 1
ch i Td’s 1 egal andt he age, sex, statusbased race,on

parental status.

psychological abuse f rom thatact s mi 1i t at ei 1 i ) emot i onal or
against adequate personality development of the child. These

involve continual victimization, harassment and rejectionmay
of the child.

(1961) define child abuseKempe and Steel as parental act s

non-economic nature which are not

as child abuse.
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exploitation of r i ght s of themi suse thewh i ch const i t ut e or
parents/guardians or care-takers to control and discipline children

as a family affair. si nee itChild abuse i s seen
parent/guard!an care-taker knowingly misusesoroccurri ng when a

privileged position over the child to commit acts which aretheir
with accepted social and moral norms of the society.not i n t une

t hat t he be detrimentalacts must to theKempe and Steel st ress
health and well-being of the child. Giovannoni’s and Kempe’s and

be concept ual I y soundto but somewhatdefinitions seemSteel’s
unsatisfactory in so much as non-acci dental and knowingly are used.

the attack on the child has to be deliberateThis would mean that
an abuse. Many will however agree that therefor it to qualify as

cases of child abuse.i n someare chance elements
i sabuse the portion ofchild harm toseen asUNICEF,To

f rom human act i onsresu11 s i nact i on that i schi Idren orthat
The use of the term "human

action” limits child abuse to the harm that is caused by action or
failure to provide the child with basic needs.inaction such as

Proscribed is used to imply that the action must be negatively
pervasion of social values of the society. This limitsvalued, a

the application of the term to actions which are detrimental to the
health and well-being of the child to qualify a case of childas

prevent able limits chi 1d abuse only acts ofabuse. toThe term
commission or omission which could be avoided but whose occu r rence
would harm a child.

proscribed, proximate and preventable.

under their care.
is considered as
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proper definition of the term child abuse should
be general enough to apply to a range of situations in a variety of

and cultural contexts.social
is not simply chi 1drenThis harm thatany

is only type of harm that chi 1dreni texperi ence; a among many
This study adopts Onyango’s definition of child abusesuffer from.

of child abuseext ent i s stillt he uncl earGeneral 1y,
primarily because there is no universally acceptable definition of

Onyango (1988) points out that the channels throughthe concept.
which child abuse cases are reported are often blocked by denials.

and defensiveness from those involved, includingrationalization,
parents of abused ch i1dren. Thisand makes itthe physi ci ans

difficult to establish the extent of child abuse. Al so, the range
meted c h i 1 d Ke nout againstpun i shment andof physi cal reasons

difficult to define the concept of child abuse.
advanced by the administrators of the punishment make it even more

In general, a

is because child abuse
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Af X~ X Ct.ga-S X xon. InThe

affectingfactors chi 1d renmajor i n AfricaThe becan
classified into three major categories.
i ) the fami 1y.
ii ) the society.
i i i ) conf 1i ct s.

Within the broad classification, one finds that for example,
are torn with civil st ri fes. Through thesemany African countries

1 ose their 1i ves, parent s/guardi ans,chi 1drenst ri fes, ormany
occurred in civilhas the st ri fedi splaced tornbecome as

Uganda, Burundi, Li beri a. SomaliKenya,1 i kecount ri es among

others.
Independence struggles is another cause of child suffering in

During the struggles, many children lose their lives.Africa. or
st at us;refugee pred i cament charact eri zed byaforce i ntoare
somet i mes d i seasesand and/or deat h. Thesufferi ngext reme

sufferings of the children is aggravated by the destruction of many
hospitals, schools, homes to mentioninstitutions such butas a

bechi 1dren cared (Onyango andforfew, many Mugamb iwhichi n
1988).

such drought especially in the Sahelcal ami t i es asNatural
countries of Africa have been a cause of untold suffering and death

In most African countries,of chi 1dren. worsened
cal ami ties,by duri ngthe that affectedfact governments

situations are

These are:
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protect ive and offensivei nst i t ut i onal i ze somet i mesvery
not ^'Vrest rictquite often thanregulations which ofany sources

assistance to needy children (Onyango 1986).external
Poverty is another major cause of suffering among children in

be attributed to large families.Africa. i gnorance,Poverty may
and the dearth of Most of the children oni 11 i t eracy, resources.

starved and obliged to fend
Gi ovannoni and Bilingsley 1970).for themselves (Bwibo 1971,

Child prostitution is another emerging problem in many cities
in African countries and yet it has not yet received the attention

of the young prostitutesmostt hat it aredeserves.
always mainly from families with meager resources.

poor also happen to be victims of ignorancethese poorest of the
therefore, deve1opment hard1yanyand andi11i teracy programme

1979) .al .reaches them (Mehta et.
al soi saccommodat ion aLack of

suffering to many children in Africa.
major towns of African countries i s a majori n

problem that forces the victims to crowd in congested housing units
and envi ronment

loss of life (Onyango and Manguyu 1988).lead to children’s
Rapid social change in up

t radi t i onal Afri ca,InAfrica.among car i ng forch i1dren i n
disadvantaged childrenorphaned other very healthy.wasand any

major problem causing
Shortage of''shelter for the

some cases leading to the breaking

prone to epidemics and other related problems that

of important cultural practices has been a major cause of suffering

In most cases.

low income groups

However, changes that have occurred in many African societies have

In essence.

streets in some of Africa’s towns are
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left such vital models undefined and therefore left room for abuse
of disadvantaged children. Examples include child t raff i ck i ng by
t hose forwho supposed the disadvantagedto ch i1d ren,careare
child marr i ages, and child labour (Onyango 1988).

anot herparenthood i s of sufferi ngSingle source among
children in Africa. Single parenthood refers to mothers who usually

parentwed 1ock. Majori ty ofof theseget chi 1dren singleout
f am i1i e s 1 arge inandbe most t he singletend to very cases

very smal1 and i nsuffi ci entparent’s to meeti ncome i s t he dai1y
1 edThis has chi 1drenthe family.needs of resorting to

loitering Al so some of the single parents tendst reet s. to beon
for the children (Bwiboimmature toand 1971, andcare

Onyango 1986).
of nuclear familydevelopment has al so ledThe to great

ch i1dren.suffering of From t he Af ri can nuclearcontext,many
fami lies They dodangerous. havenot i nst i t ut i ons andare

to take care of marriage as an institution. Break-up of
marriages, which is now on the increase, leaves women and children
as the major victims (Mugambi 1988).

The S i. tua.t ion In Kenya. «
Onyango (1988) points out that in a country like Kenya where

status and entire life is centred around children,a woman’s child
abuse overloaded concept. Among theis quite various ethnican
dialects ’’child abuse" i sthe termi n non-ex i st ent.Kenya, The
only evidence of the phenomenon that have avai1ablewe pressare

faci1i t i es

too young

to many
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such vital models undefined and therefore left room for abuseleft
of disadvantaged children. Examples include child trafficking by

supposed to for the disadvantaged chi 1d ren,t hose carewho are
and child labour (Onyango 1988).child marriages.

anotheri s ofparenthood sufferingsourceSingle among
children in Africa. Single parenthood refers to mothers who usually

Majori ty of thesewedlock. singleof parentoutch i1d renget
1 arge i nand most t he singlebe casesveryfami 1i es tend to

and i nsuffi ci ent to meet the dai1yi sparent ’ s i ncome
led to many children resorting tohasThist he fami 1y.needs of

Also some of the single parents tend to beloitering on streets.
for the children (Bwibo 1971, andimmature to careandtoo young

Onyango 1986 ) .
familynuc1 ear al so 1 edof has to greatdeve1opmentThe

From t he Af ri canchi 1dren. context, nuclearsuffering of many
They do have i nst i tut i onsnot anddangerous.fami 1i es are

facilities to take care of marriage as an institution. Break-up of
marriages, which is now on the increase. leaves women and children

victims (Mugambi 1988).as the major

Kenya. ,InThe

(1988) points out that in a country like Kenya whereOnyango
life is centred around children.and ent i re childa woman’s st at us

overloaded concept. Among the various ethni cabuse is quite an
abuse**"chi Id i s non-exi stent.t he term Thedi elects i n Kenya,

have avai1ablethatonly evidence of the phenomenon we pressare

very smal1
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report s.
likeChild i n Kenya anywhere e 1 seabuse be i ncan seen a

In the Oldperspective. Test ament,historical Abraham, obeyi ng
ready to sacrifice his only child.God’s command was Isaac. As per
King Herod’s decree ordered for the slaying ofthe New Testament,

born baby boys hoping that a new born child Jesus Christ wouldnew
be among those killed (Mathew chapter 3).

further not es t hat i n(1988) Kenya, chi 1drenOnyango
incomes of their families.to thegreat deal t hough

their contributions are not available. The majoritystat i st i cs on
chi 1dren’sdepend on 1abou r for carrying outof Kenyai nwomen

water and fuel-woodsuch col 1ect i on. Asact i vi t i es aseconomi c
awareness of child abuse in Kenya had startedearly as 1925, asan

reports of child labour had began. Children betweenwe have press
working on European farms while others served as
("kitchen toto"). By 1940, twenty per ofcent

Kenya’s working children worked for European coloniser. By 1966
after departure of European colonisers, 8,780 children were still

informal child work is still very common inworking. Nowadays,
"shamba-boys" and mai dsKenya, maj ori t y

(Onyango 1989).
identified cases of battered childrenBwibo (1972) first in

chi 1drensuch stillEast are report ed andToday, manyAfrica.
admitted to Kenyatta National Hospital, most of them with serious

lives while others are maimed.bruises. lose thei r But theSome
child abuse remain unreported.majority of cases on

of whom are employed as

14-18 years were
domestic workers

cont r i but e a
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identified parking boys of(1976)Grol i n ma j or townssome
t hat needs everybody’s thisproblem OnKenya concern,as a

Undugu Society of Kenya was established to cater for thest rengt h,
As Onyango (1988) points out, awareness of childst reet ch i1d ren.

det ect ed earli er t han in Af ri canotherabuse i n manyKenya was
and so were the efforts to curb the problem.count ri es

(1981) identified the problem of working children inMi r i kau
Working children work for very long hours, for wages belowKenya.

harassment byt o employers.and exposure1 evel somesubsi st ence
Following this study, the University of Nairobi carried out a study

working chi 1dren i n The study covered1982-85. 500domest i con
si saland farms domest i c work i nt ea or onchildren working on

of the 500 working children with non-workingA comparisonhomes.
suggested that the working childrenchiIdren

psychological and delinquent problems (Onyango and Kayangomaleto
children working outside homes were more vulnerable to1986) . The

than those in homes.the above problems
-to 1982, the issue of child abuse was given very little

by professionals. For example. when WHO organized
discuss the problem of child abuse in Decemberfor a workshop to

f rom t he Government, NGOs,23 participant and t hes1982, only
The low level of attendance implyUniversity of Nairobi attended.

awareness of the problem of child abuse.of
it onlythat aroundwas 1984-85 whenOnyango (1988) says

of chi Id abuseawareness under t hecreat e anUNICEF toi nset
in difficult circumstances" t hat the level ofprogramme “Children

1ow 1evels

were more vulnerable

attention even
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In 1985, UNICEF organized
a workshop in which for the first time, issues such as sexual abuse

problem of abandoned children.of chi 1oren, and the issue ofthe
their mot hersaccompanyi ng pri sons/remandchi 1d ren to were

d i scussed.

AbuseIdOf

Several forms of child abuse have been identified by different
This include the following:-in the field.aut hor i ties

C-l >

takes many forms. For example,Sexual abuse
(1980) defines sexual abuse of the child as any sexualSchumi t

care-takerchi 1d by a any other adult. Sexualormisuse of the
i ncest, orali nd Udes geni tai cont act, sodomy,abuse t he refore

to mention afew.defi1ement, rape,harassment,

Today, many professionals in Kenya discuss the issue of 
child abuse though little has been put into practice for 
eradication of the problem.

awareness on child abuse started rising.
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sexualof abuse,form childIn this the i s subj ect ed to
Mehta,assault. al . ( 1979 ) not e t hatet.viol ent sexual i srape

around t he wor1d,fami 1i esfeared suggest i ng it i sthatby
is particularly common in situation of rapidwidespread and that it

urbanization or social conflict.

soxvialParen-tal — 1

et . al ( 1979) highlights that parent-child sexual abuseMehta,
few years back but it i s now common especially in

One out of every twenty children in the Unitedthe United States.

form of parent-chi 1d sexualsuffered abusesomest at es has
father.step The damage theto childfather ori nvolvi ng t he

the experience is the stigma of betrayal at that handarising f rom
relative/care-taker.of an immediate

(1980) notes that children who suffer from this kindSchumi t
abuse appear to suffer from rejection/alienation from theof sexual

The dynamics of parent-child sexual abuse tends toent i re fami 1y.
rnal e domi nat ioni sol at i on, and feeli ngfamilythrive amongon

inferiority in many societies.females of

Chi T d

that(1979) childnot e prostitutesal beMeht a, et . may
forguardi ansparent s or sexualtheir purposes.purchased f rom

from thei r homes may be lured/forcedChi 1dren who awayhave run

was not common a
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for economic expediency. (1980) notesSchumit
t hat

Such attitudes create incentives for child prostitution.chi 1dren.

In some cases, child prostitution is fostered by international
t ravel.

t hat i n developi ng count ri es,(1988) notes due toOnyango
conditions and inadequate legal constraints, men are ableeconomi c

to children in ways that they could not in theirto obtain access
Available studies on sexual abuse and child labourown countries.

i n of fami lies witht hat thei ndi cate some youngin Kenya also
mai ds/ayahs, some employers or their sons sexuallygi rl s worki ng as

Cases of sexual abuse of young employedgirls.abuse the young
employers and/or their have been reported insonsgirls by their

schools,In unsuspecting girls have beenmed i a.1 ocal pressOU r
of their male teachers (Onyango 1988).sexually abused by some

on-j 1 cj
it isChi 1 d

of chi Id abuse. Many of the children involvedforma 1 ess common
involved in prostitution (Onyango 1988).are

likely that child pornography is a world-i sitin many countries.
1980).wide problem (Schumit

in child pornography
On the basis of pornographic photographs available to authorities

pornography is a product of technological changes;

in some societies, men highly value sex with virgins or young
into prostitution
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8xp1 o-i -ta't'i on Cf-a^ Idr^onSO^UAl

^1*090**1 bodtoy o-fcbov-* bor~sons .

societies have social norms against sexual exploitationMost
However, ofot hers. the people withof chi 1d ren by some

the children abuse their relationship withresponsi bilities over
1attersubjecting the to sexual (Onyangoabusethe chi 1d ren by

1988).
i s i n United St at essexual abuse in which.commonThi s ofkind

one-third of all girls and one-tenths of allaccording to surveys,
likely to suffer from this abuse (Mehta, al . 1979).et .boys are

is however not clear how widespread this form of abuse is world-It
wi de.

young girls and boys in sexualKenya,i n engageNowadays,
activities from a very tender age. This is also a form of sexual

early child-hood pregnancies and unplanned forabuse leading to
t he cont roversi al1 eads to i ssue of whetherbabi es. It

should be availed to teen-age children.cont racept i ves

Ctii *1 d aitxjooPhysiGal

physical child abuse indicate thatstudies on t heAvai1able
forms of physical child abuse are:-vari OUS

ba-t-tGr--i rksia t a 1 cto-i 1 to

Whereby i nt ent i onal1yparent sabuse inflictA physi cal
Kammerman (1975) notes that the mostinjuries on their children.
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phys icaloverzealous1 sthis oftype abuseforcontextcommon
form ofchild. Thismi st akes by thedonecorrectpuni shment t o

parent s’ uncontrolledresu1t ofoccur as aphysical abuse may
withwith mentali t ywith parents sad i st i c oraggressiveness, or

(Kempe and Steel 1961).soci al

«~BSX -i ■tcj-t-i onal

similari s quite parent alchild abuse toform of physicalThis
child battering. The only difference being that institutional child

in schools,commi t ed i nst i t ut i ons suchmai n1y asbattering i s
orphanages etc.

C="iCh-i n d

families kill children for religious,Occurs when parents or
cultural and personal Most of children who arereasons.economi c,

victims of this abuse are stigmatized socially or religiously as in
children or children born outside wedlock (Onyangocases of taboo

1988) .

*i n r-S -t:ca4Ek.l s—*

In some rituals of some societies, child rearing practices are
potentially harmful and fatal (Manguyu 1988). An example of such

clitoridectomy and infibu1 ation.rituals is female

and psychological problems
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negl •JC'tPKysi Ga.~l

abuse whosechild mostof consequences areform commonA
malnutrition and disease (Kemmerman 1975). The neglect may be due

ignorance or other forms of parental i ncapaci t y.to poverty,

*1 Abour*cm-i *1

refers to the condition where a child works for a wage inThis
order to support oneself or one s family. Whereas it is good for

child to work to acquire skills that may be useful 1 at er in life,a
be abused (Onyangoa livingemployed to earn mayi swho

1988).
ch i1d ren working i n the formalhavenotdoweIn Kenya,

in thechildren work i nformal ofsector. Mostbutsectors many
"shamba-these child workers

over—worked, abused by their employersThese children areboys ’’ .
and paid below subsistence wages (forchi 1dren,or the employers’

those working for cash payments). These children, who usually come
fami lies.from very poor

order to enable

Emo-t-i onal ✓ b®yI OS'*

v^ilful destruction or significant impairment of aThis i s a
child’s competence through such acts as punishment of attachment;,
behaviour punishment of a self esteem and punishment of behaviors

them support themselves or their families.

a child

are house boys/girls. herds-boys or

are employed by the well-off families in
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socialneeded for normal interaction (Gabarino 1983).

The components of this type of abuse include:

chronic denigration of the child’s qualities, capabilities andi )
desires.

of to soc i al contactii) depr i vat i on access and resources
for normal developmentnecessary

culture.
chronic threatening of abandonment or severe bodily or social
harm.

demands on the child.iv) ext raneous
of the chi Id to deviantV) subject i on

impairment of ability to function socially (Gabarinosevere
1983).

as a member of the child’s

child care practices and
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CTix 1<3. At>u.se »Of

(1951 ) mai nt ai ns that 1 ifeurban and envi ronmentEust ance
causes of child abuse. Eustance argues thatare the majorst ress
peculiar in urban areas as opposed to ruralcruelty to children is

fami 1y stabi1ity i n urban i s moreareassoci et i es because
add i t i onal factors adverse economi csuch asthreatened by

of1 ack educat i on, immaturi ty andci rcumst ances,envi ronmental
theofpart parent and defi ci ency oft hei rresponsi bi 1i ty on

i nst i net.maternal
above factors make the children victims of cruelty andAll the

results of the cruelty and aggression againstTheaggression.
be manifested in three of the following forms:children may

del "i borate cr^uel tyC-t >

the uncontral1able actions of a pathologically sicki . e

parent;

cr-uel ty< -I -I >

response of a frustrated ori . e
EV9-I sod*i e 

momentary violence

e tont

over-burdened parent.
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cruol "ty nesi oct:or*PASS*! VOC -i -i •« >

i.e the abusive parent’s continual failure to provide for
needs of 1 ove, she1 ter, food , clothing,basi chi s/her Childs or

med i cal care.

mai nt ai ns t hat alt hough physi cal(1951) howeverEust ance
unavoidable consequence of poverty, deli berateoftenneglect i s

often found middle and cl assi s 1 nmore upperneg 1ectemot i onal
homes.

(1976) al so found urbanBi rrel life andandBi rrel
ofmajor child abuse.t he Incausesasst ressenvi ronment al

of abused chi 1dren, these sociologistscasestwoviewing fourty
subnomar1i t y, alcoholi sm.111-healt h or severefound ment al

of wed 1ockout pregnanci es, and singledifficulties,f i nanci al
Lack of community supportstatus as majorparent

services, day
to be causative factors.

(1976) supports Birrel and Birrel. Analysing one hundredBush
Bush found the affected children toof homicide.and fourty cases

Povert y, alcoholi sm,of drug abuse,age.fifteen yearsbe under
assault found be col 1orariesand to ofwereact i vi t y,cr i mi nal

Also mothers were found to be frequent perpetrators.child abuse.
soci al economi c status.found, unemployment,Genes (1973)
unhealt hy child rearingand pract i cespregnanci es, asunwanted

Urban life and environmental st ress
are given

cause^of abuse.
nurseries and f.aster care facilities were also found

major causes of child abuse, 
special ephasis. A
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ofsupports Gel les and combi nat i ont hat(1973) asaysGi 1 1
legislative act ion,including educat i on,1evels,al 1efforts on

soci alofact i ve part i ci pat i onpovert y,elimi nateefforts to
fami 1yreduc i ng and car ry i ng outst ressataimingservi ces

are all needed in order to curb child abuse.intervention measures
depressi on have al so found besoc i al been toandPoverty

of child abuse (Giovannoni and Bilingsley 1970). The casualcauses
marital difficulties.by these writers are;- stress,factors given

little knowledge about communi tyties,familyweakerpovert y,
needs of smal 1 chi 1dren.respond toinability toandresources,

should be t reat edabusechild not as ant hat
andaas

soci al depr i vat ionandfound povert yal so as
child abuse. ei ght ofAnalysi ngof casesfactorscont ri butory

Afri ca. he found t hat broken homes,Easti nch 11drenbat t ered
poverty and soci al depri vat i onst rai n, areenv i ronment al

He also found premeditated murderousof child abuse.

d^sci pli nary
foundhas al so been bet o aInadequate

Steel (1975) gives the followingof chi Id abuse.causative factors
of abusive parents:-

and dependent.immature(i )
(ii) socially isolated,

seif-esteem.(i i i ) has a poor

responsi bi 1i t y 
by poverty as a

parenting practises

They suggested 
individual problem, 
particularly call for 
remedy.

Bwi bo (1971)

but as a community’s 
relieving stress exacerbated

as charact eri sties

preci pi tat es
attacks to be colloraries of child abuse.
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child,t he oft en roledi stort ed precept i on of(iv) hold a
reversal.
has difficulty seeking or obtaining pleasure.(V)

(vi) often have fear of spoiling the child,
abi1i ty chi Id’sto empat hi sei mpared with t he(Vi i ) has

needs and respond appropriately.
The general
the abused child is quite apt to be born to a parent/parentst hat

di stortedquite expect at i onsand of theexcessivewho has/have
is looking to the child forOften, the parent inchi Id.

the baby’sfantasising that love for him/herneed gratification,
1i fe-long of bei ng uniovedpattern andhis/hercompensatewi 1 1

Rather than be happy when the child is happy. suchuncared about.
only happy when the child responds to their (parents)parents are

needs.emotional and physical
St eel

or discourage
normal 1y errat i c that t hey i gnore1 n may(parent s) arethey
times and other times pinish or dissaproveatspecific behaviour

And that such parents may also respond to thebehaviour.
t i me and they get atchild at t hemay angryonet heneeds of

ignore them all together at other times.child’s needs or
note that abusive parents are often underand BirrelBirrel

oftencrisisacut e to ignite thethat seemandchronic st ress
They emphasize the futility of preventing orabusi ve i nci dent.

one takes a sociologicalabuse uni ess view.reduc i ng child

(1975) points out that the abusive parents often punish 
investigations and curiosity in the X^hild and that

the same

this case

idea that one gets from these characteristics is
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f rom socialchild reari ng,arising povert y,Soc i a 1 st ress
and inadequate housing are given special emphasis.isolation.

major cause
I.Q below 60.i .e.

Hawat, Lynch and Robert (1977) also found inadequate parenting
In their study of fifty abused childrena major casual factor.as

control group, they found that;fifty chiIdrenand

mothers were under twenty years when they hadAbusing(i )
first child.their

likely haveto s i gns ofmothers morewere(i i) Abusing
emotional disturbances recorded in their maternity notes.

refered to the matenity hospital(iii) Abusing parents were
social workers,

likely to have beenabused babies admitted towere(iv) The
special care baby nursery.t he
abusing mothers often evokedThe(V)

mothering capacity.

findings, we see that the abusive mother beingFrom the above
is actually too young and is stillof age toounder twenty years

for parenthood.emot ional
often,t hat such mot her * s living(1961 ) saysBowley

And thatis harsh.env i ronment

concern over their

in some cases.

Borgam (1969) also found inadequate parenting practices as a

a limited intelligence
of child abuse and says that most abusive mothers have

the first pregnancy
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to escape from the harsh and rigid home.result of an effort
in this case expects the child tothe young deprived parentHence,

Her expectations oflove she has never had.provide her with the
total 1ydevelopment likely beand tobehaviour arechi Idsthe

unreali st i c.

(V)

child i sthe time thearoundatworkerRefera! t o
difficultiesand practicalemot i onalsign ofborn al soi s a

abusive parents.
haveoft enfami liesabusivet hatal so(1978) saysMart i n

i nd udi ngaffecting every aspect of their lives.diffuse problems
Heemployment et c.fi nanci al matt ers,housi ng,the marri ege,

admission of the baby to a special care nurseryfurther says that
this i st hatanddi st ressi11nessto prematurity causesordue

bonding process and increase thelikely to
arerisk of subsequent abuse.

and have veryt rustbe socially isolated,more

for need gratification.of their capacity

likely to
friends, and that they judge people primarily in terms

Bowley (1961) notes that the emotional disturbances displayed 
by such mothers include;

jeopardize the normal
He points out that abusive parents

i n ,I

(i) suicide attempts,
(ii) nervous-break down, 
(i i i) drug addiction, 
(iv) being a run-away,

educational subnormality.

no one,

few if any,

1 s a

a Social
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(1970)K1 aus Kenneland found factorsthat i n achi1d may
probabi1ity of1ncrease the abuse. In their ofstudy si xty

andchi 1dren (25 abused 35 cont rol group) they found that the

abnormalA product of(i ) pregnancy,
abnormal(i i) A product of labour or delivery,
in the f i rst year of life.(i i i ) Had i 11ness

sick mother in first year of life.

Smith and Hanson (1974) also support the fact that factors in
increase the probability of abuse. Among the

characteristics given by these sociologists are:-

The child that is like to be abused is one with a general(i )
1development quotient of 90 or below on the griffinth

scales of mental development.
physi cally neglectedi schild that admi ssion to(ii ) A on

hospital.

excitable or lively by day and not(iii) A child who is not
wakeful at night.

(iv) A child with low birth weight.

Soeffing (1975) supports Smith and Hanson and says that abused
exceptional children.child ren are

(iv) Had a

the child may also

Handicapped children such as

abused child is more likely to be;-
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the emot i onal1yret arded, d ist urbed,mental 1ythe t hose with
physical defects and growth failures are more likely to be abused.

(1976) also supports Soeffing,L y n c h She

which she says may intrude into optimal bonding and attachment and
therefore lead to subsequent abuse.

deduce work ofwhat K1 auscanIn general, we and
Kennel (1970), Smith and Hanson (1974), Soeffing (1975), and Lynch
(1976) i s that

factors which intrude into the early bonding and(i ) Any
mot her chi Id suchof to prematurity andasatt achment

of mother and the new born baby increase theseparat i on
of the child being abused.r i sk

childi n wh i ch make hima 1 esscs a
Thus a

is more difficult to care and who i schild
difficult to soothe than most babies is more likelymore

be abused.to

the expectations of thechild who does not meet( i i i ) Any
1i kely to be abused. Thismore bei s may asparents

the child being of the “wrong sex" or the child

may be

grat i fyi ng
for whom it

s i mp1e as
normal but does not measure to the expectations of

(i i) Characterist i
child increases the chances of abuse.

says that factors in a child may increase the probability of abuse.

from the

Smith and Hanson.

However, she limits her work to factors in parents/chi1d attachment



33

parents’ expect at ionsbecause thet he parent s are
and unrealist i c. childAl so, withdi storted a

abnormalities or illness may constitute disappointment to
the parents and is therefore likely to be abused or to be
neglect ed.

1 evel of the childdevelopment al sospec i f i c may(i v) A
stress to specific parents and therefore lead topresent
For example, some children are only abused duringabuse.

abused during the toddlerpre-school age,the
and some are abused during teenage years.st age

Kalisch (1978) says that the reason why this is so is that the
childthe atable parentto agessomebeparentmargi nal may

of specific developmentbehavioursnormal at headequately but
i sShe further says that thiselicit physical attack.stage may

parents find some developmentalal 1almostbecause
st ressful than others.stages more

to handle andand talkative pre-school difficultt he i nqui si t i ve
in handling the temperous teenagers.yet others find problems

that there are children who seemand Helfer (1968) argue
to del

orprovocative manner
among children who feel neglected and that theyThis may be common

be the only way of obtainingit maybecausebehave in such away
Such children may equate punishmentfrom the parents.at t ent i on

Kempe 
iberately invite or provoke abuse by knowingly behaving in a 

inviting physical punishment.

For example some parents find
also the case

expecting or

some are



In some children,with 1ove.
be
found out that abusive parents were themselves(1962)Kast e1

He further says thatneg 1 acted,abused,
chi 1dren to fulfilsuch parents expect their their needs and that
abuse results.when this does not happen,

by Steel
soc i al characteristics of a given familyfound that specifical so

chi 1d abuse.have a bearing on

Among the characteristics given by these sociologists include:- a

child whose:-

father is absent from the home.natural(i)
for 1 essacqu i nt ed than six mont hs prior to(i i) parent s

marr i age,
considers the marriage unsatisfactory.(1i i) Mother

conceived pre-maturely,mot her(iv)
thinks her partner rejects the child.mother(V)

Accommodation lacks one or more basic amenities.(Vi )
(vi i ) mother

social activities.

hasmother(ix)
has(X) mother

inadequate income.has(Xi ) mother
add i Ct,a drugi s( Xi i) mother

the provocative and often aggressive

or deprived as children.

behaviour seems to

This is also supported

(Vi i i ) mother has no
no opportunities for breaks from the child,

rarely sees any relatives.

(1975) and Harrold (1976). Smith, Hanson and Noble (1974)

identification with the abusive parents.

no friends.
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(xiii) born to un-married mother.

OF THECRITIQUE REVIEWED l-ITERATURE :
1 11 erat ureavai1able i s Westernof with obvi OUStheMost
1i t erat ureThe havecultural 1i mi t at i ons. t he Kenyawe on

form of seminar papers and working papers.i s mai n1y insit uat i on
Very few systematic studies have been done on child abuse in Kenya.

syst emat i c studies sections of childfew avai Table onareThese
i n part i cu 1 ar.in general and child labourabuse

scholars havewh i 1 e var i ous been able tothatcl earIt 1 s
there stillof child abuse in Kenya, appears to beidentify causes

has combi ned al 1 these factors in order to showa gap in that none
This study looks at child abuse i nhow they relate to each other.

the various forms of child abuse, their causes,in thatgeneral,
could be done to reduce or eradicate themand whatconsequences,

is hoped that the study would go a step furtherItare considered.
ofthe understanding of t he determi nantsi nin filling the gaps

be dealt with.child abuse and how they can

QUESTIONS:RESEARCH

The study attempted to

What role do parental chat act eristics such as age. 1 eve 1(1 )
1 eveland ofst at us,marital education playof i ncome,

child abuse?,i n

answer the following questions:
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( 1 1 ) Do parental behaviour such ofdri nki ng alcohol,as

criminal behaviour, and physical and/or mental state have

number of siblings and

charact er i sties i nspeci al child such(i V) Can a as
i1 legit imacy, physical and.or mental disabilities and the

of a child provoke abuse?,sex

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

bases of this study include:The major theoretical

(i ) Role theory,
(ii) Structural-functional theory.

THEOFty

single parenthood have any bearing on child abuse?.

any bearing on child abuse?,

(iii) Does family composition such as



Role theory has been visualized by quoting famousa passage
"AS YOU LIKE”from Shakespear’s (Act 2 scene 7) which says:

the world’s stage."Al 1
the men and women merely players:And al 1

exits and thei rThey have thei r ent rances,
and one man

just as players on the stage haveThe assumption here is that
do i n soc i et yto play. actors as theyclearly defined part soa

players fol 1owAl so, j ust a writtenoccupy clear positions. as
i n soc i et y, who must follow specified norms.script,

for the role theory. the social world is seenTherefore,
interrelated wh i chst at uses pos i t i ons withinorofnetwork many

eachFor posi t i on, there var i ousroles.enactindividuals are
expectations concerning how occupants must behave.kinds of

the role of parents and children in a fami 1y asTake for i nst ance
i s expect ed food, shelter,parent to provi deunit. Everya

education and love to the children. The chi1dren i nclothing. are
and also take careturn expected to respect and obey their parents.
due forces oftoparents when they old. However,of their are

unable to meet t he abovemost parent ssoc i al change, are
This is especi al 1yexpectations mainly due to financial problems.

Thus the parents wholarge families with low income.the case 1 n
be able to meet needs of each individualhave many children may not

i ncome, whether smal11 owchild. big alsoAl so or

as a
so do actors

families with

in his time plays many parts".
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problem as the parents may be ableface the not to meet thesame
resu1tchi 1dren’s The i s chi 1drenthat t heneeds. bemay

shelter, clothing. littleandneg 1ect ed, have poorpoor or no
Some children rebel such life and end up in themedical attention.

chi 1dren and later develop delinquentsoonerst reet orst reet s as
behavi or.

physi cal ment al d i sab i1i t i es al sowith orChi 1d ren are
for and they present problems in their parents’difficult t o care

Such children may end up being neglected or abandoned allroles.
to do families such children end up beingthe welltoget her. In

di sabledfor t he child ren andinstitutions that caterplaced i n
of the family.they are therefore separated from the rest a

T
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offactor t he chi 1d renwhi ch makes emot i onal1y d i st u rbed.some
Such chi 1d ren love and care .

suchi n c1rcumst ancesch i1d ren physi cal 1yt he andway, are
emotionally abandoned.

a specific developmentcharacter of st age i n a childNormal
may also present problems to some parents, making it difficult for

play his/her role efficiently and thus exposing thethe parent t o
abuse.Thischi Id to abuse.

are only abused duringThis i s
the toddler stage, while other are only abused during the preschool

and yet other are only abused during latency or teenage stages.age
the marginal parent may be able to parent the child at otherThus,

stages adequately but the normal behavior of a specific development
role problems and elicit physical attack.stage may cause

d i sab i1i t i es i nment al al so makeparentPhysi cal a mayor
to play his/her role effectively. i s mai nlyThishim/her unable

because a physically disabled parent may be ablenot carry outt o
pl ayi ng hi s/her role ofi n br i ng i ngrequi red upt he dut i es

Similarly, a mentally handicapped parent is likely to bechi 1dren.
of parenting children effectively.unable to play his/her rol Fore

battermake parent abandona or aexample,
child quite easily.

single
likely to make a parent experience problems in playing his.her role

al so the reason why some children

parenthood with its associated strain are also

a mental

is especially the case with physical

problem may

In aare also deprived of parental

of alcohol,
Certain characteristics in a parent such as excessive drinking
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of t hus,bri ng child ren, maki ng the chi 1dren i nvolvedup more
vulnerable to abuse.

role ofthei n the step parentproblems due 1 ack ofpresent to
biological bond between the illegitimate child and the step parent,

Some parents who are unable to meet their children’s needs are
forced to send their children to the streets to beg forsomet i mes

This pract i ceedibles. onlynot t heand other exposemoney
life dangers but al so forcesconcerned to t hech i1dren many

children to start fending for themselves at very tender ages. This
makes the children concerned vulnerable to delinquent behavior such

stealing and child prostitution among others as a way of earningas
forced to play role that i s not meantsince they are aliving,a
basic needs.for them i.e meeting their

girls also get unplanned and unwanted pregnanci esSome young
and they find themselves parents before they are able to pl ay the

parenthood. Thiswith forces of them torol e somethat goes
whilechi 1dren ki 1 1 thei rt he ext reme,abandon their on some

i s unable to pl ayTherefore i n where parentchi 1dren. cases a
his/her role in the family as bread winner and provider of shelter.

f am i1ychi 1dren , t heand protection the un i t i sto1 ove as a
such families are more vulnerable todisrupted and the children in

abuse.

•THEOnV =E tJNC~r X ON A l_ X SMSTRUCTURAL

functionalism theory, analogy of the notionIn structural an

Similarly, an illegitimate child is likely to

thus making the illegitimate child more vulnerable to aouse.
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ofof function of the partt he an organism i s drawn relate toto
the structures of that organism. For example!. i f we consider the
functioning of the various parts of the human body such as the eye.

e . t . c. , each of thethe k i dney, st ruct u res hasthe ce rt ai near,
Soc i et y in this is perceivedfunctions to perform. case a setas

interactions among human beings. These actions andof act i ons and
in a structure of relations as in a family.interactions result

of father.i s madeunit mot her,up andafami 1y aA aas
mentioned above, father,Each of the structures motherchi 1d r e n,
funct i onsd i f fe rent cont r i but i ngperform to t heand chi 1d ren,

For example, t he father andexistence of the family. the mother
offunct i on procreat i on, and provi Sion ofthecharged withare

education, medical attention, clothing and love forfood, she1 ter.
other. The chi 1d reneach i n haveturn toforandthe chi 1d ren

parents in a systematic authority. Thus the familytheirrespect
structure is maintained by continuing role-int eract i onas a social

ment i oned above. andunits This act i onsvarioustheamong
cont i nuous funct i ons. Thisforming processa arei nt e ract i ons

actions and interactions of the units withintherefore means that
and ch i1d renfat her, mot her,such asa structure
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theory to child abuse,Relating this 1 et t he
various units of a family i.e father,

given percentage to the existence of the family.cont r i but e a
then have something like thisWe shal1

MOTHER %

FATHER %

CHILDREN%

This then explains why children from broken families, opharned
and children from single parent families are more likelychiIdren,

units funct i on mai nt ai n t het hat toto be abused as
In the singleeach of the cases.are missing infami 1y as a unit

from the fact that the singleproblem ari sesfami lies, aparent
parent has to adjust and play both his/her function and that of the

With the present forces of social change, this ismissing partner.
ableof bei ng to make endsi n meet,difficult t e rmsext remely

especially in the urban areas where the cost of living is extremely

function to maintain the family as a structure.in a family.

mother, and the children each

one or more

us assume that
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has also been found that the number of single parents ishigh. It

MOTHER %

CHILDREN %

parent therefore experiences 1 ot of st ress asaThe single
hi s/herfulfil funct i ons and t hose of t hetost rugglesshe/he

handedly to maintain themissing partner single
continue procreatingFor example, she has tofamily as

outside marriage and meet the family’s needs single handedly. She
lot of strain and stress and in the process.therefore undergoes a

abandoned or battered, especiallybe neglected.t he chi 1dren may
child makes a mistake when the stressful single parent i s

under st ress.

Function of 
missing father also 
to be shouldered by 

the mother %

family would look as shown below :
Thus the single parentvery big in urban areas (see Bwibo 1986).

a unit.

when a

existence of the
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CHAPTER rFHREE;:^;

METMODOLOCS'y

p<as^r*-B P'lr-i qw^_.«S-i -fcQ< -i >

1n Nai robi. Nai rob1 is the capitalThe study was carried out
is most suitable for this study because it hascity of Kenya and it

for child abuse byof themost
(1975) and Bi rrelGi 1 1 Bi rrelCaffey (1972), and(1978),Bw i bo

examp 1e mothers, nucleart eenageForothers.(1976) among
i n Nai robi.etc.single parents,fami lies.

admi nistration,commerci al, andcapi t al,t hei sNai robi
It (Nairobi) is a fast growing city withcentre of Kenya.cultural

area ofThe city centre has1.5 million. an
al t i t ude of 1 , 675st ands atand ankilometerssquareabout 700

and some 480 kilometers west of Indian Ocean.south of the equator
i sbecause itreal winter or summerexperi ences noNai robi

The days in Nai robihigh alt itude. areand at a
cold for the greater part of the year, witti

(27'10) in the middle ofrarely rising above 80the temperature
bellow 50®F (10^) at night. In short, Nai robithe day or falling

and August and October, while July is theJanuaryenjoys temperate
from end of October to December. Thelong rains comeThecoolest.

about 800 cm.i srai nfal 1average annual

a-i sand
samples. The f i rst samplethreeofstudyThe

Popul a-fcT or*
consi st s

characteristics found responsible

near the equator

are more common

a population of over

® F
warm and the nights are
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sample consisted ofconsisted of abused children, while the second
chi 1drenabused third sampleabove. Theof t hethe parents

professionals who 1 n schoolthis primaryof case arecons 1 st ed
probation officers, children officers. social workers inteachers.

ch i1dren and ped i at ri c1ans dealfor whocaterthat1nst i tut 1ons
with children on a daily basis. It was necessary to have the three

study entai1ed i nt ervi ewi ng children oft he verysampl es because
ages, who could not be able to answer some of the questions.

information gathered from the childrenin theleftHence the gaps
information gathered from the parents/guardians

the information from the parents was filledi n1 eftwhile the gaps

from the ofdrawnchi 1drenabused caseswasofThe sample
dealt with by Children Department (Nairobi Office)abused chi1dren

chose on the cases dealtreasons why IThe1989.during the year
if the cases dealt with many years back1989 alone was thatwith in

theandchilddifficult thet racetobewou 1 diti nd udedwere
t hey havei nt ervi ewfor maycame astimet hei rwhenparents

left Nairobi altogether.different place or

1 989 wereduring the yeardealt with
arranged i nfilest hei nvolved, werechi 1drent heofsurnames

Using systematic sampling, a random number (N)

which in this case
There were only ei ghtfiles.sevent y sevenhadunt i 1 Ipi eked

This eight were allabuse dealt with during 1989.cases of sexual

migrated to a
For sampling, all the individual files of the abused children 

put together and using the

by the professionals.

was filled by the

alphabetical order.
was six was chosen and thus every sixth file was



46

taken and thus a total cases was sampled. I
therefore expect have a sample of eighty f4ve childrento and one

parent s,hundred assumi ngand sevent y t hat each child had bot h
this not theparent s. However, was case chi 1drenas some were

families while twentyfrom single parentfound to be chi 1dren and
t raced.be Hencecou 1 d not thetheir studyparents report s on

abused children and seventy threeofsixty five parents ofcases
is therefore importantItthe abused children above. to note that

t hose t hat t he1i mi t ed to researcherthis cases coul di sst udy
fol low.

On the sampling of teachers, the names of the primary schools
also arranged alphabetically and using systematici n Nai robi were

schools were sampled. The names of the teachers i nsampli ng, t en
sampled schools also arranged alphabeticallyweret he respect i ve

fiveand t eachers samp1ed f romsurnames weret eachersusing the
of t eachersThe samples t herefore had oftotalschool. aeach

fifty teachers.
a 1 so usedsampli ng to get the of thewasSyst emat i c names

in the mentioned departments and institutions.
also arranged i n alphabet i cal order us i ng theThei r werenames

professionalssample of ei ghtand asurnamesprofessionals was
We therefore hadfrom each of the departments. a sample ofdrawn

off rom rest thetherespondent s ofgroupst h i rt y two
sample oftot al, have e i ght yaIn we twoprofess i onals.

professi onals.

other professionals

sample of eighty five
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C -i •« -i > Mo-fcf»ods -C?OT T ^cs-fc--8-C»Q

The study took a form of three factor analysis. These were:-

-T .^faT

the subject of childdat a abuseaval 1able used.onThe was
incidents of childreports on abuse, semi narTh i s i nd uded press

books and magazines such as psychology Oi gest,and otherpapers,
and the various journals that touch on thischildren’s magazines,

child abuse were also used.studies onThe avai1ablesub j ect.

XrTi‘f or~ii>ain*fc» -o-FI ri'tr r~ owi mg

The main instruments used for collecting the required data was
a questionaire was used to collect data fromThus,a quest i onai re.

professionals whose day to day work involved dealingthe various
This group of informants also included the parentswith children.

two separate questionaire designsHence,of the abused children.
ch i1d ren and t heabusedtheparents offor theused;- onewere

The questionaire used to collect dataother for the professionals.
from the professionals was self administered while the one used for

administered by the researcher.the parents was
i nd udedi ntervi ewed chi 1drenofThe group

primary school teachers, and pediatricians. Al so soci alOfficers,
institutions that cat e r for disadvantagedthe variousworkers i n

approved schools,homes, were alsochi 1dren et cch i1dren such as

profess i onals

jLJ^e -
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i nt e rv i ewed.

The information gathered from the professionals is only used in the
sect i on recommendat ions. Theon same procedure that used toas
draw ofrandom samplethe abused chi 1dren used to drawwas the
sample of the professionals who were interviewed.

< -i -i -i > o-lF

A. random sample of eighty five abused children was drawn using
systematic sampling as mentioned earlier, and case studies of sixty
f i ve researcherwh i ch t he cou 1 d fo11ow waschild ren made. For
interviewing the abused children. a different questionaire des i gn

admi nisteredfrom t het othe parents ofbot h the abusedone
administered to the professionalschildren and the one used .was
files of the abusedi ndi vi dual ch i1drenThe dealt with by

children’s department Nairobi office during the year 1989 served as
sampling frame from which a sample of eighty five childrena was

three differentdrawn. all , questionaire designsIn used,were
for the professionals,i . e the other for the abused childrenone

and third for t he chiIdrenthe parents of abused above.t he A
three factor analysis was used to enable the researcher to come up

for dat awith col 1ect i on,study. Hence,comprehensi vea more
together with sample observation and the informationquest i onai re

files of the abused children was used.in the i nd i vi dual In cases
where the child give enough information andtotoo youngwas t he
i nformat i on such child’sgat hered f rom a records notwas
comprehensive enough, the neighbours of the child and sometimes the
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teachers were also 1 nt ervi ewed,child’s re 1 at i ves or

i V.

studies of the abused children were followedIndi vi dual case
illustrate various points.and used to

vs-i s ;>

and analysis of data. comparat i ve approachpresent at ionFor
from the three groups ofdata collectedt heHere,

respondent s
also comparedresearch findings wereThecompared and analyzed*

in the field of child abuse.the available studiesWith
and graphs were used in the presentation andFrequency tables

Descriptive statistical techniques

used
analysis of the data collected.

involved the mean, mode and median.

Use of case studies

was adopted.
mentioned earlier and the available secondary data was
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Pet-F T rt “fc n on Q-F

Cl-a-i T d s —

physi cal 1yhas been abusedAny child who i s consi dered bet o
wi 1 1Physi cal injuries thereforebattered. hereserve as a

factor of battering.qua!i fyi ng

NeciT CPi T d s —

study, the operat i onalof this definiti onFor oft he purpose a
neglected child will be the child on the street. Hence, any child
charged with vagrancy by the juvenile court and found guilty of the

be considered to be a neglected child.offence wi11

1 d : —A band onod

Any deserted child and any child left on her/his own without any
be considered toadult to provide food and the necessary care will

be an abandoned child.
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Sex.u£i.*l 1 y abuaod CM'S ~l d s —

have beenchild foundAny t o sexual 1y used adul tby an was
sexual 1yhave been abused.considered to Here , i ncest, oral

molest at 1 on,sodomy, digitalgeni tai cont act , man i pu1 at i on,
ot hers al 1def 11ement, and consi deredamong sexualrape, were as

abuse.

^*=1^ s —

foundThe apparent ages
The ages of these parents at the time they gott h rough i nt ervi ews.

These two age categories werechild was also recorded.their f i rst
relation to child abuse.be compared and analyzed inthen

t h rough i ntervi ews with concerned.found the parentsThis was
parents of the abused children asked whether theyThus, the were

single, divorced or separated or widowed.are married or

of the parents of the abused children was
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educa.'fc-i on : —>

1 evel of educationrefers the attai nedThis to by the parent s.
the parents were asked through interviews how far they wentThus,

to school .

aloonol:—dri nK-i ngPar^an^al

Was found by asking the parents concerned whether they take alcohol
or not, how often they take alcohol, the kind of alcohol they take

legal alcohol][whether they oftenly take illegal oroften.most
The amount ofand how much they spend on alcohol. money spent on

then compared with the total monthly incomeper month wasalcohol
relation to child abuse.and then analyzed in

behi=*vi or* s —iwi*1 nail

if t heyascertained by asking the parents of abused childrenWas
t heyhow many timesarrested and where applicable,have ever been

they had done each of the times t heyand whathave been arrested,
were arrested.
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cl-i sabi T -i -tT’v s^^r-er'>~fc^ Ti

observat i on. Thethrough ofnature physi calfoundThis was
The major aim here is find out whether therehandicap was noted.

relationship between parental physical disability and childi s any

abuse.

rl-j satai T -j ±v : —menlral

found through asking the parents if they have ever beenThis was
have beenwhot hoseproblem. For everment alt reated for any
they have beenof t i mesnumberproblem, t hefor mentalt reat ed

the frequency of theorder to find outal so not ed i ntreated was
prob 1em.

s-i kvl -i mgs sThe rtumk>or*

andbrotherschi 1dren howabused manyt heask i ngWas byfound
alsoparents of the abused children wereThesisters they have.

study totheenabletothey havechi 1dren assoasked how many
information given by thet hereliability ofcheck forcounter

chi 1dren.
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^oxzQr~~fc'y ; ~

In the home was established through finding out what the family’s
to and analyzing thistotals i n re 1 at i on t hetomonth 1y i ncome

siblings in the family. For example.
500/- per month with six siblings has Ksh.monthly income of Ksh.

500/- for eight people, assuming that the family is made up of both
Therefore in a month, each member of theparents and.the children.

each of the familya day,62.50/- per month. Infamily has Ksh.
clothing, health etc. In Kenyashelter,members has 2/- for food,

2/-. such a fami 1ytoday, there is no meal that costs Ksh. Hence,
is considered to be poor.

X T T Qq-i -tr-i mEfc-fcQ

outside wedlock and living with one biological parentA child born
and a step parent.

number of a family with a
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PROBLEMS EMCOONTEREP

i nvolved coveri ng 1 ong( i ) diet ancesstudyThe reachto the
it time consumingthis madeand andrespondent s expens i ve.

study because the time allocatedtheaffect ed forThis t he
and extention of the submissionto be shortstudy turned out

period was sought and granted.

sometimes quite difficult to bring the parents of the
sexually abused children and the physically abused children to

their abused children. This proved to beopenly talk about
too sensitive that some parents broke down and cried recalling

This also became time consuming as some parentsthe inci dent.
required quite sometime to recollect themselves.

failing to find the(iii) The study also faced the problem of
home.respondents at

working parents and those engaged in petty business.
appoi ntment s.madebe onhad event ovisitsf rui 11 essMany

also delayed the completion of the study quite abit.This

also a big problem. Some of the children(iv) Communication was
Relat i vestoo younginvolved were

and guardians were used and this has the limitation of giving
some of the parents and the childrenAlso,b i ased answers.

This was especially the case with the

to answer the questions.

(i i ) It was
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could not speak English and the questions had to be translated
i nto Ki swahi1i and to some extent, to the. respondents* mother

al so has the limitationThis of di stort i ngtongue. t he

questions and therefore affecting the Thereforeresponses.
from parents/guardiansi nformat ion was normal 1yt he counter

information from guardians with thechecked by comparing the
t he t ruth.to ascertainneighbours’

problem of tracing the respondent’sThe study also faced the(V)

difficult and i n some ofhomes.
comp!et e1y. Thist raced affected thenott he homes were

study quite alot because the sample size was reduced.

the problem of 1 ack of f i nance, Thefaced(vi) The study also
finances allocated for the study by the sponsor fell short of

A lot of time was taken soliciting fundsthe required amount.
to a delay in completingcomplete the study and this ledto

the study.

This was quite some cases.
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CHAPTER F=OOR

THE EXNPXNCa

This chapter presents the findings of the study. The chapter
presents information regarding the demographic characteristics of
the children and their parents.

si xty five chi 1drenincluded whoThe study consi deredwere
abused at the time of the study as well as seventy three parents of

The sample included eight sexually abusedthese abused children.
physically abused ch i1dren, twenty neglectedchi 1dren, fOU rt een

and twenty three abandoned children.ch i1dren,

Sexual abuse01
- physical abuse02

Neglect03
Abandonment04
Number of CasesN

The various categories of abuse are coded as follows:-
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SEC~rXON OtslE :

O~fcefcr~s-fc-j caPeiwog »~g».pK>'ll c O-F T>-fcg

/Vw-xJOti-i Tdw-QP IPo,r~pr>-tr» _

OFA^Pd< -i > /Kgp

t hat thi rtyi nd i cat e of thefindings parent sThe seven

to fi fteenel evenchildren were aged between Chi 1dren ofyears.

second highest with a representation ofsix to ten years wereage
thirty four percent while the third position was taken by children

and above.of age sixteen years
fourt hfive took the posi t i on withofchi 1dren age aThe

of eight percent while those below the age of onerepresent at ion
last with a representation of three percent.year were

children of age eleven to fifteenAccording to the findings,
vulnerable sexual abuse t heytobe ast ended to moreyears

chi 1dren.of t he sexual 1y abusedpercentfiftyconst i t ut ed
Children of age eleven to sixteen years and above were found to be

eighty two percent of the neglectedas
sixwhile children of toof this ageage category,chi 1dren were

as theyvulnerable to abandonmentten years were found to be more
sixty two percent of the abandoned children. Table oneconst i t ut ed

ages of the children andt heprovides information onshown below
the type of abuse.

more vulnerable to neglect
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% 03 % 04 %02 Total %7a01
2 2,1 2 3

5128.6 5 7.841-5
12 52.215 22 33,8355.152526-10
6 26.145 24 36.9935.7550411-15
3 13 12 18.535725216+

100 65 1002310020100141008N

Age in Years
Below 1 Yr.

None of the sexually abused children was of the age zero to five 
years^ while twenty five percent were of age six to ten years and 
another twenty five percent were aged sixteen years and above. The 
remaining fifty percent were aged eleven to fifteen years.

The majority of physically abused children were aged six to 
fifteen yearSy while none was below the age of one year. The study 
found that twenty nine percent of the physically abused children 
were aged one to five years^ while thirty six percent were aged six 
to ten years and another thirty six percent were aged between 
fifteen years. None was sixteen years and above.

Most of the neglected children were aged eleven to fifteen 
years. That is fourty five percent of the neglected children were 
aged eleven to fifteen years while thirty five percent were aged

Ages O-F The Children A«s<sor-<J-g ng To TbQ O-F
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sixteen years and above and fifteen percent were aged six to ten
The remaining five percent were aged one to five yearsyears.

while none was below one year.

hospitalized
or died.

The study found that fifty five percentof the children were male.
of the children were

below illustrates this point.Table two shown

years and above.
parent families and their parents had been arrested^

This is well illustrated in the case studies.

The ages of the abandoned children ranges from below one year 
About three percent of the abandonedto sixteen years and above.

children were below the age of one year while fifty two percent 
were aged six to ten years and twenty six percent were age sixteen 

Most of the abandoned children were from single

The sex of the children was noted and it was found that most

male while fourty five percent were female.

lauB-fc-i And Type O-F «
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/lccc»r~cl~i mg To TKio TVPOP-i aa-fcr"~i on O-FS®2&.

0302 % 04% % TOTAL%01 %SEX
1 6 80 1 1649 48 36 55MALE

20 1 236 4 525 291 00 458FEMALE
2320 100 1 001001 4 651 00 1008TOTAL

victim ofmal ethe f i ndi ngs, sexualwas anotoAccording
abused and t hephysi cal 1y neg 1ect edofmajorityabuse while

ofsixty four the physicallypercentThusmal e.ch i1d ren were
female.while thirty six percent weremal eabused children were

majority t hebefound toal so amongchi 1dren wereMal e
whilerepresentation of eighty percentneglected children with a

only twenty percent of the neglected children were female. On t he
abandonedthemajori tychi 1dren amongfemale werehand,ot her

fifty two percent of the abandonedThe study found thatchi 1dren.
children were female, while fourty eight percent were male.
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The study also attempted to establish the ethnic groups of the
children and it was found that majority were Kikuyus. Table three

illustrates this point.shown below

3 ;

CK -i T dO-fcs p-j s-fcr*-i tocj-fc•» «=>ri.

TOTAL04 %03 % %%02%01ETHNIC GROUP
481 1 28 43701437.53KIKUYU
22 85 1 210212.51KAMBA
g 7 1 12521 1312.51MERU

6 9412912.5 41KISH
5 8213252LUHYA

6441511 42EM3U
53411 02MASAI
322 1 4LUO
3272NOT KNOWN

100651 0023100201 001 41008TOTAL

As Shown in table three above, fourty three percent of the children
twelve percent were Kamba and eleven percent werewere Kikuyu while

representation of nine percent while t hehadKi si i aMeru . The
represent ation of eight percent and six percent werehadLuhya a

representation of five percent while threehadThe Masai aEmbu.
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The ethnic of three ofpercent Luo. thepercentg roupswere
be establi shed these werechildren could not abandoned babiesas

relatives could not be traced.whose parents or

O-F Oti-B T cJr-erTi ,-<L-»

level of the children was also noted and i t wasThe educat i on
little education.hadof the chi 1dren Thisfound that most very

some of the childrencould however be attributed to the fact that
Table four shown below illustrates the children’swere too young.

level of education.
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Tabi Q s

O-<^ ~ri->e Ch-iLevel /Kgscor~d -j ing To TMeEdvoeTn oo
O-FTvoe

703 %02 % %% %01EDUCATION LEV.
2 8.721 5 a3Below Sch. age
625 265 1 6 25355Never to sch.

2 371 3 11Nursery
8 35 1930 296223252Std 1 -IV

22 1 9 2954591 42373Std V-VII
9 4 62252Form I~IV

10065100231 00201 001 00 1 48Total

The study foundof the children had primary education.Majority
that twenty nine percent of the children had attained standard one

of education, while another twenty nine percent hadto four level
Twenty five percent oflevel of education.standard five to seven

percente i ght werewhileschoolbeenhad tochi 1drenthe never
educat i on.fourtoform oneand six percent hadbelow school age

in nursery school.remaining three percent wereThe
i n school. ThechiIdren wereabusedsexual 1yAl 1 t he

children had majority representation among thosephysically abused
This could be attributed to the factwho had never been to school .

physically abused children were maids who had beenthat some of the
Thus, accord i ngerrip 1 oyers. t o t hethei rbyabusedphysi cal 1y

04 Rot.I
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fifty seven percent of the physically abused children hadf i nd i ngs,
whileschool twenty si Xbeen to ofpercent t he abandonednever

been school.chi 1d ren tohad Maj ori t y of the neg 1ect ednever
children were primary school drop outs.

few of the children standard VIIA or
VIII drop outs who had failed to qualify their Kenya Certificate of
Primary Education (K.C.P.E) examinations, while others had dropped

parent s’ i nabi1ity tothei r meet theirout of school due to
(children) school requirements.

below school had beenMajority of the children who were age
of the physicallypercentThus, twentyphysically abused. one

while nine percent of theabused children were below school age,
and of theschoolbelowal so noneagechi 1drenabandoned were

sexually abused and neglected children were below school age.
in school while thirtysexually abused children wereAl 1 t he

tophysically abused children had beenof the nevers i X percent
and twenty five percent of the neglected had never been toschool

inNone of the abandoned and the neglected children wereschool.

nursery

of t he abandonedpercentfivethi rtyThus,abandoned.were
education while thirty percent of theI-IVchildren had standard

1 evel of education andchildren also had Standard I-IVneg 1ect ed
of the sexually abused children had standard I-twenty five percent

F i nal1y twenty two ofpercenteducat i on. theofIV 1 evel

while thirteen percent of 
physically abused children were

the sexually abused and 
i n

nursery school 
seven percent of the 
school.

Majority of the children with standard I-IV level of education

in.this category were
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level of education.physically abused children had standard I-IV
1 evel ofstandard V-VIIIthe neglected children hadofMost

fourty five percent of the neglected children hadThus,educat i on.
ofof education while thirty percent1 evel sevenstandard V-VIII
of1 evelal so had st andard V-VIIIchi 1drenabusedsexual 1yt he

and twenty two percent of the abandoned children also hadeducat i on
Finally fourteen percent ofof education.1 evelV-VI11st andard
st andard 1 evel ofV-VIIIhadchiIdrenabusedphysi cal 1yt he

educat i on.
physically abused and the neglected children hadNone of the
level of education, while twenty five percent ofform one to four

between form one and nine percentthe sexually abused children were
four i nform tobetween onechi 1dren wereabandonedof the

total of six percent of all the childrenOnly asecondary school.
in secondary school.were

CFi -i T ci ren ,Clm-i T d

establish the type of children whoThe study also attempted to
chiIdren, physically111egi t imateabuse.vulnerable toare more

born of singlechi 1drenand/or mentally handicapped children and
fiveTabl e shownabuse.vulnerable t oparents tended to be more

illustrates this point.bel ow
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~r*g**^T e s s —

W>~>oCiri T Mor~e> XZ«jT Q To

R S P N S c
YES %

(14)9 56ILLEGITIMATE (86)

(9) 596 (91 )

(6) (94)614ORPHANED

As shown -in Table five above, fourteen percent of the children
phys i cal and/orhadn i ne percentwhile a ai11 eg i t i mat e,we re

orphaned. of theSomesix percentand werehandi capmental
while beenbattered, hadbeenhadchi 1dreni11 eg i t i mat e some

welli ssexual 1y abused. Thishad beenandneglect ed one
the physically and mentallyAl 1the case studies.i11ust rat ed 1 n

al 1Al SO,neglect ed.been abandonedhandicapped children had or
the orphaned children had been abandoned or neglected.

Fg»wi T •y S-i si.&

abusedmajority of the ch i1drenfindings.t heAccording to
The study found that sixty six percentfrom large families.were

sixfamilies with to twelve si bli ngs.f romof chi 1drenthe were
shown below.See table s i X

PHYSICALLY AND/OR 
MENTALLY HANDICAPPED

O
NO

E
%

WHETHER THE
CHILD IS:-
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6 s —

In ~rweS“g tjT -i r>gsQ-F O-F The /Ktous^rf
Ot^n T dren

02 0301 % %NO. OF SIBLINGS % 04 To!% %

NOT 2 9KNOWN 2 3

4362.5 6 5 255 43-5 1 7 20 31

6-8 7 50 1 1 5537.5 1 63 70 37 57

7 3 1 51 1 49-1 1 5 7

1 5 1 21 2 +

N

ch 11dren were from families withpercent of theFifty seven
while thirty one percent were from familiessix to eight siblings.

from fami liessi blings and percent weref i ve sevenwith t h ree t o
Families with twelve siblings andto eleven siblings.with n i ne

ofnumberwhile therepresentation of two percentabove had a
Isiblings in the families of three percent of the children could not

percentthese t h ree wereThis becauseestab!i shed.be was
cou 1 d benotre 1 at i vesparent sbabi es whoseabandoned or

interview purposes.est abli shed for
from large families.Majority of the abandoned children were
ch i1d renabandoned f romof t he werepercentThat sevent yi s,

while fifty five percent of thesix to eight siblings.f ami1i es of
familiesfrom withal so s i X ei ghttochi 1dren werereg1 set ed

and fifty percent of the physically abused childrens i b ■' ings were
six to ei ght s i b1ings. Finally thirtyf romfamiliesa' so f rom
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eight percent of the sexually abused children were from families of
ei ght si bli ngs.s i X t o

sexually abused children tended to hailGeneral 1y t he from smal1
families (families of three to five). Families with nine to twelve

fewer.found to bechildren were
findings given in t he above table,theF rom s i gn i f i canta

from families with six to eight siblings tendednumber of children
or physically abused.abandoned,to be neglected,

OHFChiarair?~tQr-i s-tr-i cssf >z--g -i

parents of the abused chi 1d renof t heCharacteri st i cs were
noted that certain characteristics suchalso sought itand aswas

drinking of alcohol,educat i on, mar i t a1of1 eve 1parental age,
record be risk factors.cr imi nal t end toandi sol at i onst at e,

play a significant role i nincome also seem toof1 eve 1Parental
child abuse.

O-f

fourty two percent of the parents werestudy found thatThe
wh i 1 e fOU rt y t h reefivef i ft eenbetween to twent y years,age

and f i ft eenand forty fiveaged between twenty sixpercent were
fiftyand and above.sixforty one,aged betweenpercent were

illustrates this point.shown belowTabl e seven
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□QabXs. •y s —

Accofcl'i ng Tea T V P<3 O-fF>atr-gr>~fcs/Kggg O^F Tha.

03 % 0402 % % TOL %%01AGE OF PARENTS YRS
14.2 317.4 3 16.7 1 1 1 54941 5-20

75 24 3d.934.8 20 27.4821-25
4.7 1 5.5 1 31 17.826645.5526-30
9.5 3 16.7 8 1 1227.5331 -35

5.5 59.5 1 6.82419136-40
55.5 6.811 339141 -45

12.411.2 9228.64.4 646-50
2.829.525“ -
100731001 8100211 00231001 1

above table, majority of the parents of thein theshownAs
thi rtyof yearsthebe 1 ow agech i1 drenabused werephysi cal 1y

(seventy percent).
fiveand twenty yearstwenty oneaged betweenthem wereMost of

large number of t hethe other hand. a(thirty five percent). On
aged between twentysexually abused children weret heparents of

(seventy four percent).to thirty five yearss • y
of the parent s of themostt hatrevealedal sostudyThe

aged between fifteen to twenty five yearsabandoned children were
percent).' The study also tended to reveal that majority( f- ft y 5 -1 X

ch i1d ren either toothe neglected youngwereofparent st ■‘^e
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(be"ow the age of twenty six years) or fairly old (age forty six to
thirty four percent of the parents of thefifty and above). Thus ,
below the age of twentyneglected children were six whileyears,
above the age of fortytwenty nine percent sixwere years.

O^F Tho Par-eiTtra «Mar-i -fcaTf -i

The study also attempted to establish the relationship between

child abuse.and The findings seemed tost at usmar i t alparent al
t end to neglectsingle parent s and abandon t hei rpo i n t t hatout

because the findings showed that fourty threei schi 1d r e n. Thi s
the neglected children and eighty ninethe parents ofofpe rcent

percent of the parents of the abandoned children were single. This
illustrated in table eight shown below.i s we 1 1po i nt

I II
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8 :

XKccor“cH ng ~r<a TttQ "T^Pe O-F

/Xtotuge

To!02 03 04 oz 
/OPARENTAL MARITAL S 01 % % % %

SINGLE 43 Q3 26 364 9 1 6
43 37 5119 83 982MARRIED

1 5.5 4 52 991DIVORCED
5.55 1 3 419•1SEPARATED

3 42 91 4WIDOWED
100 18 100 73 100100 21100 23N

thirty six percent of the parentsAccording to the findings.
were single, while fifty one percent were married and five percent

four percentOut of the remaining eight percent,di vorced.were
Eighty twowere separated while another four percent were widowed.

due thei rtoabandonedchi 1drenabandonedof t hepercent were
i s wel1Thisor death.hospi taii zat ion,single parent’s arrest,

st udi es.illustrated in the case
of the parents of the sexually and the physically abusedMost

eighty two percent of the parents ofThus,children were married.
t h ree ofei ght y percentand t hechi 1drenabusedsexual 1ythe

parents of the physically abused children were married.

is
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O-F ~ri->o.c»<y

al so1 eve 1 of the parents noted and theThe education were
like their children hadthe parents,findings tended to show that

revealfindings also t hatThe seemed t oeducat i on.littlevery

in neglect and abandonmenteducation plays a significant role but

belowTablephys i cal t en shownabuse.andsexuali nnot

this point.i 11ust rates

10 5 —Tabi &

Accord-i ng ToOF TWOLevelEducatri on

XKtowso -OFT'y oo

Tol %04 %03 %02 %01 %PARENTAL EDUCATION

26 367 391 2 51225Never been to schl 182
25 347 397 3310 439Primary level 1

231 71 132 10F.(I-IV) 6 265561 eve 1Sec.
3 451F.(V-VI) 4.511 91 evelSec.

324.59 11Uni versi t y
100100 7318100100 21231 001 1N

According to the findings, thirty six percent of the parents
had primaryfour percentwhile thi rtyschoolt obeenhad never

education and twenty three percent had form one to form fourschool
Only four percent of the parents had form five to sixeducat i on.

education and three percent had university education.
of the parents of the neglected children had never beenMost
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(fifty seven percent) while mostto school of the parents of the
children had secondary school education (seventysexual 1y abused

three percent).

o-fOccupa't “i

that majority of the parents engage in petty business for a living.

vegetables etc,fruits.They buy and sell
fourty two percent of thet hat parent s havestudy found outThe

permanent employment, while twenty five percent run petty business
and eight percent have casual employment. The remaining twenty one

Table el evenliving.claimed to do nothing for shownapercent
below illustrates this point.

while a few run kiosks.

The occupation of the parents was also noted and it was found
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Tatal e 11;-

0201 % % 03 Tol% 04 % %

>iON£ 10 47 5 28 1 5 1 2

36 7 30 4 19PETTY BUSINESS 4 6 33 21 29
102 18 2 9 2CASUAL EMPLOYMENT 6 8

61 5 24 7 39PERMANENT EMPLOYMEN 5 46 14 31 42
100 23 100 21 100 IS 100 73 1001 1N

According to the findings, sixty one percent of the parents of
employmentchi 1dren have permanent whilephysically abusedt he

petty businesses and nine percent have casualthirty percent run
of the parents of the sexually abused childrenemployment. Most

The study found out that fourtyalso have permanent employment.
the sexually abused childrenof the parents of haves i X percent

permanent employment while thirty six percent claimed to be running
casual 1ycl aimed betoand ei ghteen percentbusi nessespetty

employed.
of the parents of the neglected children claimed to beMost

fourty seven ofliving. Thus, percent t hefordoing nothing a
parents of the neglected children claimed to be doing nothing for
a living, while twenty four percent have permanent employment and

The remaining ten percentnineteen percent
to be casually employed. On the other hand thirty ninec1 aimed

OCCUPATION

Ocscuipafc,~t-i Q-F TMe Fg>.i—A<s<5or~d-j mg To TKe ‘T’vrTQ Q-F

run petty businesses.
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of the parents of abandoned chi 1dren cl aimedthepercent to be
permanent 1y employed while thi rty three percent pettyrun
businesses and twenty eight percent do nothing for a living. None
had casual employment.

Income»Levels(>C-i -i •>

The study also attempted to establish the income levels of the
show t hatfindings tended t o most parentsand the wereparents

of t hef i ndi ngs, thi rty percenttheAccord i ng to sevenpoor.
500 per month while twentyincome of less than Ksh.parents have an

per month and ten percentless than Ksh. 900 earntwo percent earn
of t heOn 1 y fi fteen percentmont h.1 , 300Ksh .1 ess t han per

Table twelve shownper month.income of Ksh. 2,100parents had an
below illustrates this point.
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O-f
/Xtoupo -

03 0402 % % % TOL% %01Ksh.ININCOME
12 57 S26 446 27 3791

2335 5 1 6 1 68 221 82
10 3 1 72 74 1091

3 1 7 8 11922731300’1700<
65 1 4 51921700-2100>

1 1 1 52 1 151 7 143142100 +
73 100100100 18211 00231001 1N

abandonedneglected andof themostfor1ncomesF am11y
Fifty seven percent of the parents of the1 ow.chi 1dren was very

mont h500of Ksh. 200 to1ncome perhave an

while fourty four
200 to 500 per month.income of Ksh.

The findings also showed that, eighty percent of the parents
to 900200Ksh.income of perthe neglected children have anof

the physi cal 1yparents oft heofpercentwhile sixtymont h one
200 to 900 per month.income of Ksh.

Thirty seven percent of the
and above per month.2100income of Ksh.had an

abused children also have an
parents of the sexually abused children

neglected chiIdren
percent of the parents of the abandoned children

X neo—BQ rug To The Tvp^

> 900-1300

> 200-500

also have an

< 500-900
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f x-i -i -i > PaLron^*^ T Cr~*8 wii Roc«-»r~<J , Pr*-i r»B<-B r^g O-F

A1c«~*ho1 Mt r'fcd ✓ O r~ M ~t; gfc. I

Hand -i c.ag

not edstudy also parentalThe characteristicssome such as
criminalalcohol,parental drinking record and physi cal and/or

The findings revealed that thirty nine percent ofmental handicap.
the parents drink alcohol, while fourty seven percent do not drink

not ed that twenty three percental soany alcohol. It of thewas
record whilea crimi nal seven percent were physicallyparents had

and/or mentally handicapped. This point i s illust rated i n table
thirteen shown below.

/Krxziy^Or-Ta.t>T & 13s —

Dri mlc-i ng /M cntiol

/Knd Cr-I w»tI ngfcl fftecso r~cl

WHETHER THE PARENT R S S EP N
YES %

(46.6)(53.4)DRINKS ALCOHOL 39 34

(68.6)(31.5) 50HAS A CRIMINAL RECORD 23

(9.6) (90.4)667IS MENTALLY AND/OR 
PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED

O 
NO

E 
%
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The study tried to establish the type of houses in which the
abused children and their parents live. The findings revealed that

from congested dwellings and thatof the abused children comemost
The f i nd i ngssi ngle showedi nmaj ori t y live t hat si xtyrooms.

1 i ve inthe parent sof housespermanent whi 1 epe rcentseven
fourteen percent live in semi-permanent houses. The remaining five

Table fOU rt eenhouses. shown bel owi nlive paperpercent
illustrates this point.

PxeT T -8 r*g B-ag ToO-FTXOOTab*1 & t i —

OF /Kb*j**^T>r poTtiO

03 04 Tol02 % % % %%01DWELLINGTYPE OF

78 8 38 1 572.7 1 8 83 49 678Pe rmanent

1 3 318.2 3 1 4 2 10 141 12Semi-Permanent
2 10 149.1 8.6 6 29 1 61mud house

5194Paper house
73100 1001 81 001 1 1 00 23 1 00 21Total

Majority of the parents of the sexually abused, the physically
houses,in permanentlive i . eand the neglected childrenabused,

and eightypercent,ei ght ei ghtsevent ypercent,t hreesevent y
of thefew parent s of thewhi 1 e veryrespect i vely,percent

neglected children live in permanent houses (thirty eight percent).
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nineteen percent of the parents of the neglected children live in
houses while twenty nine percent live in mud houses. Thispaper

fourty eight percent of the parents of the neglectedimpli es that
poor houses.chi 1d ren 1 i ve i n

The study also sought to establish whether the houses in which
have1 i ve essent i al servi cesch i1d ren suchthe abused as

e1ect ri c i t y, bathroom and toilet. Thewat er,runn i ng/pi ped
offifty six thepercentfindings revealed that parent s live in

houses with piped water, while fourty eight percent live in houses
with electricity and fourty two percent have toilets in the houses

of t henine havepercent parent sfourtyOnl ythey 1 i ve i n.
Table fifteen illustrates this point.bat h rooms in t hei r houses.
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Tab! e IS;

Vfru»Rvinn-i nig^1R*i podPwoT T "i pg~r>->o
/Xnid BE>~fc>T~'OO—» »To-B T o^-ET oc'trr-*i o-i «

Tol03 04 %02 % % %%01DOES DWELLING HAVE:
7 33 9 50 5670 411 6829Running/pi ped water

33 97 50 35 48521 2647Elect r i ci t y
24 8 44 38 525701 6829Toilet

8 44 36 495 24611 4829Bat h room

of thethe parentsofmostfindings.t hetoAccording
elect r i ci ty,have running/piped water,do notneglected children,

in the houses they live.toilets and bathrooms

DwoT T ~i pg »O-fS-i Z.O

also noted and it was found that manyThe size of dwelling was
while(fourty five percent).parents live in single roomsof the

ni neteenandbedroomed housesi nlivefourty three percent one
of t heOnly one percentbedroomed houses.i n two1 i vepercent

111ust ratedi s we 11Thislive in three bedroomed houses.parents
in table sixteen shown below.
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-IS;Tabi

Accoird -i To TtaoDwoT T -i ng

O-f /Kfc>u>se «T'^pe

02 03 04 To!% % %01 % %SIZE OF DWELLING
1 57 30 71 9 501 8 33 45.22A single room
6 29 410 44 22 25 34.2455One bedroomed

26 5 28 14 19.227 63Two bedroomed
1 1 .491Three bedroomed+

100 18 10021 73 100100231001 1N

of the parents of the neglected children live in singleMany
ofof t he t hefew parent spercent), very(seventy onerooms

sexually abused, and the physically abused children live in single
eighteen percent and thirty percent respectively.i . erooms,

fifty percent of the parents of the abandonedthe other hand.On
of t hefourty six percentwhilesinglei n1 i ve rooms,ch i1d ren

bed roomed1 i ve inchi 1d renabused onesexual 1yt heofparents
congest edi nlivechi 1drenof t hemostgeneral 1y,houses.

seventy nine percent of the children live in housesenvironments as
single rooms.with either one bedroom or
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religions of the parents was noted andThe it was found that
majority of the parents were Christians (fifty one percent). The
findings also revealed that twenty nine percent of the parents were
Muslims while three percent were Hindus and five percent belonged

The religion of twelve percentto other religious groups. of the
Table seventeen shown below illustratesparents was not specified.

this point.

1 V ; —

/Kcscor~cdl -g ng ToTgTiO ^gfc.non'fcsWfoT -g g-g ou<s Groups

T'voo O-f='

0403 % % TOL02 % %RELIGIOUS GROUPS 01 %

5 23 1352 1212 37Christian 64 517
2935 6827 22 213 29Musi im

1 4 1 5 32Hi ndu
9 31 14 54Any other

2 9 6 1 2Not Specified 29 961
1 1 100 73 1 0023 100 10021 18100N

whether thestudy also attempted establi sh parent stoThe
belong to any self-help groups in their community and it was found

of the parents do not belong to any groupthat fifty six percent
of the parents belong toOnly fourty four percentat al 1 .

Table eighteen shown below illustrates this.self-help groups.
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Hrimbershii p «Qr*opp

is member of any group of parentsNo.Whether parent %

32 44Yes
41 56No
73 100Total
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CiTiafcO'^e»r~

-vs-i saX r^-trer*pr*e't:g>.'t: -i or*^Pgfc-fcat

the abused children f i ft eenaged eleven toMajority of were
(1972), ch i1d renEri ckson of thisAccord i ng to age areyears.

either starting their adolescent stage or they are already in their
adolescent stage and the adolescent is sometimes difficult to cope

parents find problemsthat mostcould therefore meanwith. This
makes the adolescentwh i chfactoradolescent, athecop i ng with

Out of age eleven to fifteen category,child vulnerable to abuse.
majority of the neglectedchildren were neglected.t heofmost

school due t heof tofallen outhadtheyt hatc1ai medchi 1d ren
afterschooli nthemmai nt ai n orparents tothei ri nab i1i ty of

be argued that thesecould therefore(K.C.P.E). It
i d1eness.resorted to street wondering due tochi 1d ren

s i gn i f i canthadtent o aof yearsoneChi 1dren age
chi 1dren ofrepresentation among the physically abused children.

Thenormally dependent as they are still very young.
five percent of the physically abused children werefact that sixty

lead us to argue that some parents

have problems coping with the
fifty two percent of thenote thattois also importantItage.

Most of t hesix to ten years.abandoned children were between age
between six to eight andyearscategory werein this agechi 1dren

theirabout parents homesmuchknow ortot he refore t oo young
origin.

between age one to ten years may
dependent nature of children of this

this age are

failing their
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With the forces of social change,argue thatWe may however.
finding problems coping with needs and demands ofmany parents are

the young and dependent children. This puts of pressure on
the roles and functions of the parents making it difficult for some

roles efficiently. The role and function ofparents to play their
of single parenthood theinis worsened as wascasesthe parent
of of t he abandonedthepercent casesn i net yabouti ncase

urban migration offru ral has cutthatal soch i1d ren. It seems
1 ot ofgiving are 1 at i ves,from thei rmany people

of calamities such as illness and death of thein casesabandonment
parent/parent s.

found to beof the sexually abused children wasThe mean age
twelve years, while the physically abused children had

ofchi 1dren hadneg 1ect ed mean ageatheandof ei ght years
The mean age of the abandoned children was eleventhirteen years.

the children was also found to beage of al 1and the meanyears,

of the ages of the sexually abused children wasThe variance
t he physi cal 1yoft heofwhile t hatfourt een agesbefound to

of thetheof agest hatandthreetwent ychi 1drenabused was
Finally the variance of the ages

of the abandoned children was
(fifty five percent).mal echildren wereof the abusedMost

that male childrenfactattributed to thecould beThis
thatandchiIdren parent s findfemale somethethanaggressi ve

tendency.aggressi ve factor whi chthis awithcopi ngproblems

neglected children was fourteen.
also found to be twenty three.

are more

eleven years.

room to child

a mean age

a lot



(see Elkin and Handel 1978).exposes the male children to abuse.
The study however revealed that some forms of abuse are more common
to a particular sex compared to the other. For example, according

sexual abuse tended to be more commonto the findings of the study,
hundred sexual 1yof t hepercentchiIdrenfemale oneasto the

while physi cal abuse neglectfemale, andch i1d renabused were
tended to be more common to the male children as sixty four percent

and ei ghtychi 1d ren of thepercentabusedphysi cal 1yof t he
1 eadf i ndi ngsThese tomal e. may usch i1drenneg 1ect ed were

vulnerable to sexual abusechi 1drenfemalet hatsuggest
physi cal abuse andvulnerable tochi 1dren morewhile mal 8 are

neglect.
of the children were noted and the findingsThe ethnic groups

Ki kuyu. This coul d bechi 1drent he wereofmostrevealed t hat
site of t he i st he studyt hatfacttheat t r i but ed topartly

of theKikuyu and partly to the fact t hat mostby thedomi nat ed
Hence,neglected children understood and spoke Kikuyu fluently.

Ki kuyu.behave mi st aken tobeenKi kuyunot maywho aresome
majorityhadethnicthe Ki kuyuthatfact grouptheHowever,

in the three of the four types of abuse under studyrepresent at ion
Kikuyu ethnic group wasthet hatbe attributed to the factcoul d

rule in Kenya,most affected by the colonial
the col on i al rulersKi kuyut he asofofdi splacementthe many

t hei r t rad i t i onseroded andand1 and(ki kuyu)theirgrabbed
Kenyatta 1978).(seecustoms.

Kikuyus in Nairobi who own no other homeToday there are many

a factor which led to

are more
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apart from the Nairobi one, whereas other ethnic groups such as the
haveKi si i , etc t rad it ionLuhya, of - hoi di ngLuo, a the twoon

urban It is thereforerural andhomes; not findone. toa easy
children from the above ethnic groups abandoned since they always

probably known relat i vesandhave home to inanother t oresort
t he k i kuyuunlike who t endcalamity to beof toot imes

individualistic.
that the Kikuyu and Kambainteresting finding hadwasAn no

while the Ki si i , Meru, and Luhya hadphysically abused children,
majority representation among the physically abused children. Th i s

the socialization process of thedo withhave something tocoul d
and Meru for instance tend to beThe Ki si ivarious ethnic groups.

reason why the Kisii and theand this could be thetoo emotional
physi cal 1y abusedt herepresentationma jori ty amonghadMeru

ch i1d ren.
to physicalfound be vulnerable abusetochi 1dren wereLuo

vulnerable tochiIdren found beMassai t otheonly, while were
the Embufindings also showed thatTheand abandonment.neglect

children are vulnerable to physical abuse, neglect, and abandonment
the Meru children tended towhileless vulnerable to neglect.but

Theabuse. whyof reasonfour typesvulnerable al 1 thebe to
vulnerable toethnic morearegroupsvariousch i1dren f rom the

coul d be connectedothers to theand notabuseforms ofcert ai n
of the various ethnic groups and more so, thesocialization process

of the various ethnic groups.beliefs and customs
of the chiIdren1 evel revealed thatthe education1 ook atA
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educat ion (Ref.little Table four). Thischildren have verythe
could however be attributed to the fact that some of the children

It hov/ever found t hat twenty fivewasi nvolved too young.were
percent of the children had never been to school though they were

hadch i1dren who been schoolThe toneverschoolabove age.
that their parents could not afford to take them to school•□“aired

chi 1dren mai n1y fromThesefunds. were poorof“ ackdue to
findings however tended to reveal that most of theThefamilies.

took their chi 1drenschool totowent neverwho neverparent s
their chi 1dren begi ve toparentssuch awayInstead,school.

tender suchmai ds/ayahs/houseboys at age.a veryemployed as
fending forchild ren st arttotheir1 eavetotendal soparents

They seemed to be in a hurry to getthemselves at very tender age.
responsibility of caring for their children and thusrid of their

roles to the children.t ransfer thei r
i11egi t i mat etheof the study,findingsthetoAccordi ng

beand the orphaned child tohandicapped child, seemchild, the
Bwibo (1976), Birrel and Birrel (1976),vulnerable to abuse.more

illegitimate childrenand Sherinda (1971), among others found that
lack ofThese scholars argue thatvulnerable to abuse.were more

and particularlybiological bond between child and parent.st rong
vulnerable to abuse. This studythe child moremakesa mother.

Most of the abused illegitimate childrensupports this argument.
The study also observedstep mothers.by theirabusedhad been

staying with their biological fathersi11egi t imate childrenthat
placed than those staying with theirworsestep mothers areand
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thei r b iological mothers. Many i11 eg i t i mat efat hers andstep
fathersthei r whatcomplained that they gochi 1d ren never care

through even when they complain to them about their step mothers.
the physically and mentally handicappedhand,othert heOn

children seemed to be vulnerable to abuse due to the demands, such
the roles of their parents. In actual t hesense,child ren put on

love and care which some parentshandicapped child requires ext ra
some parents

of the avai1able.•jotchi 1drenhandi capped awarearewho have
The few parents whoinstitutions that rehabilitate such children.

of the available rehabilitation centres claimed that the
afford and t hat t hefor them toexpensi vetoocent res are

i naccessi ble.Government
in generalOrphaned children seemed to be vulnerable to abuse

In traditional African societies.part i cular.i nand abandonment
defined and quite healthy.caring for orphaned children was well

Afri canvari OUSthei noccurredhavechangesHowever, many
leftand this hasundef i nedmodelsleaving such vitalsoc i et i es

Some relatives ofplenty of room for abuse of the orphaned child.
chi 1dren 1 ooktodi sadvantagedsuchtakeorphaned childrent he

,1 ove,the andt hem careaccord i ngofinsteadafter them but
chi 1drenorphaned i ntotheturntheyneed ,prot ect i on t hey

subject them to physical abuse.maids/ayas/ and some even
due to the forces of social change,study observed thatThe

difficulties, t he relat i ves off i nanci al t heespeci allyand
orphaned children decline taking up the care and upbringing of the

are aware

It was also noted thatseem to be unable to provide.

ones are



relatives of the orphanedt heorphaned children. In
show up until they learn that chi 1drent he havedo notchildren

by the state to a children’s home.been taken up
of the f romf i nd i ngs, chi 1drenmostthe wereAccord ing t o

large families.
cost of living is quite high andKenya today theInsix.to be

likely to feel the pinch most.1 args
fami lies living i n urbanwith largeespeci ally the caseThis i s

is higher thanliving in the urban areassince the cost ofareas,
many parents with largeThe study noted thatin the rural areas.

number of children find problems meeting the children’s needs such
A large family may alsoand education.shelter,adequate food,as

to abuse as the parents are sometimes strainedexpose the children
when theyneeds andchi 1dren’sof meeting theirt he st rugg1ei n
This mayfrustrations on the children.release thei r*a i 1 , some

Some parents aftereasily lead to physical abuse of the children.
theneglectsimplyneedschiIdrentheir maymeetai1i ng to

chi 1dren.

(1973)Gel 1es(1975,Gi 1 1(1971),(1951), 3wi boBust ence
(1976) among others foundand BirrelNeuberger (1975) and Birrel

of childmajor causeand environmental st ress as a1 i f eu rban
observed that the urban life makes the situationThis studyabuse.

they have to buyrent ,payas1 owfamilies withof
in the rural areas free ofobtainableWhich a-eet c .fuel ,wat e r,

cost .1 cwcharge or at very

families are more

The mean number of children per family was found

income worse

some cases.
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The study observed that the families concerned would be better
r u r a 1 oft arms educat i ng their ch i1d renc"* aced • n the areas ■ n

etc are not school necessities in theschoo’’ shoes,since bus-fare,
study noted t hatthe i n urban 1 i f e f am i1yrural Hence,areas.

by factors such adverse economicthreatened more31 s b i 1 i s asty
i mmat u r i t y, and t o extend,c i rcumst ances,env i ronmentaland some

some parents. Al 1of these factorsthe parti rresponsi bi 1i ty on
to abuse.make children vulnerable

t hatf i nd parent s i n t het heory,rol eargued by the weAs
compared to the parents inrol eurban areas have

haveurbanthe toi nparent s areasthebecauseruralthe areas
t han theirobii gat ionsfinancialst renuousundergo morea

in the rural areas.count e'“part s
f i nanc i altheir st renuouscopi ng withparents find problemsSome

stressed and batter their children due
children while othersOthers simply neglect theirst ress,to the

to makethe strugglei n1 awproblem with thei nfind themselves
abandon i ngthereforeandarrest edgett i ngsomet i mesmeet ,ends

their children altogether.
i nproblema major morebefound toInadequate housi ng was

the f am i1i e sIn most cases,than eighty percent of the families.
sitting room, diningk i t Chen,funct i on i ng aassinglehad rooma

in tablei11ust rated seven,Aset c.1i brarybedroom,room,
The mean numberfrom large families.majority of the children were

is thereforeItfound to be six. quitefamily wasof chi1dren per
of eight (assuming that the family has bothdifficult for a family

some end up

a more difficult

Ob'! i gat ion and
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parent s) comfort ab1e 1 n singlet o be bed roomeda room or a one
bedr-oomed house.house one Hence,as a

as the children grow up, they reach a stage when they easily start
feeling uncomfortable in this kind of environment and some may feel
displaced and leave their families and start fending for themselves

1 earn of i ssues relat edOt hers to sexualtenderat age.a very
t enderparents at andtheir t hereforere1 at i ons f rom very ages

sexual activities at earl yintot hemselves an stage.i n d u g e
this leads to the problem of unplanned pregnancies, unwantedHence,

teenage mothers.ch i1d ren, and
isolation was also found to be a common problem as mostSoc i al
belong to any self-help groups in their community andpeople do not

people hard!yNai robi ,t hat inal soItf r i ends. seemshave no
her children.doi ng to his orbother what

Gill (1975), Gelles (1973) Neuburger (1975) Borgman (1969), Smith,
i sol at i onHanson and Billingsley (1970) among others found social

Ideal 1y, parentscauses of child abuse.common
to share their familylikely to be ablefriends are morewho nave

assistance and/or advicefriends and getproblems with their some
whoparent swhereasposs i b1e, arefriends wheneverfrom thei r

isolated may only keep their problems to themselves and this has a
t hest ress,such parent i nUnderst ress.causi ng1i ke1i hood of

quest i on
the dwelling houses of majority of thefound thatstudyThe

Such congest ed dwel1i ngsand congested. andfami 1i es poorare
epi demi cs and otherto relatedqu i t e pronesnV1ronments are

a neighbour is

fHQy easily abuse his/her children.

as one of the most

few of the families had a
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prob1ems 1ives oft hat pose danger to the the chi 1dren. Many of
f rom fami lies that livet he in houses lacking

el ect r 1 Cl t y,facilities such as piped water,essential toilets and
bat h room.

children also came
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CHAI^TER SXX
DISCUSSION OF rcH e_..b CMJ EST IONS ,

role do parentalWhat characteristics suchQUESTION < -8 > as

educat ion 1evel, i ncomeage, 1evel, and

mari tai state play in child abuse?

PareiTtal

The study sought to establish the role played by parental age
t h ree f ou r,Quest ions andin appendix threechi Id abuse. were

findings showed that parents who ( i .eused. The are very young
below the age of twenty five years) are more likely to abuse their

This could be attributed to the fact that a parent belowchi 1dren.
the age of twenty five years is still too young and emotional to be

children responsibly. of the chi 1dren withab 1 e Mostparentto
vulnerable physical abuse,t ended to beparents tosuch young

of t hoseabandonment. Inneg 1ect , and some cases, some young
theirf i nanci ally dependent parents. Suchparent s onwere

incapacitatesitself responsi bleindependencefi nanci al
parenthood.

Children with parents of age fifty-one years and above also
vu1nerable abuse in general andto neglectbeseemed i nto

This could be attributed to the fact that most parentspart i cu1 ar.
above may have already had disappointmentsandfi fty-oneof age

from some of their elder children or they may be already contended
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with what the older children have achieved and they may have become
loving and caring to the younger children.responsible or1 ess

feel neglected and some may reactthe younger children mayHence,
performing poorly in school and f i nal1yby becoming delinquent or

idle the child resort toAnd once,of school. maydropping out
street wandering.

According to the findings of this study, the most suitable age

withinlikely to this agein Nairobiparent smost
had abusedthis cat egoryi nparentsfewyetand verycat egory

Wolf (1981), Teroedjre (1981) Robertson (1979), Korbi nchi 1dren.
Ebigbo (1983) and Kammerman (1975) among others(1981), Izuora and

These scholarsin a parent is a risk factor.that tender ageargue
parents below age twenty yearsargue that

suchthat youngthe argumentbasedi s onThisch i1dren.their
bringemot i onal to upstill tooandinexperiencedparents are

studies illustrates thisThe following casechildren responsibly.

point.
were found toaged seven yearsO.
The mother ofhave been physically abused by

father was twenty fours yearsold while hisW.M was nineteen years
him badly causing fractures of hisW.M’s parents used to beatold.
also had many marks on the trunkW.M.ribs.and sometimes1 i mbs

claimed results from his parents pinching. On the otherhewhich
both twenty three years old. They alsoparents wereB.O* s’^a.nd ,

Soth 3.01imbs.badly causing fractures of hisB.Oto beatused

parenthood seemed to be age thirty six to forty five years as 
fal 1

W. M. aged five years and B. 
both their parents.

are more likely to abuse

are more
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identified as battered childrenand W.M were at kenyatta National

observati on madeHospi t al. by the Kenyatta HospitalThe soci al
the parents involved were youngworker was that and too emotional

cont rol theirunabletherefore t o t empers especially whenand
punishing their children.

f rom bei ngapart toothatnot ed emot i onal andstudyThe
young (below age twenty fiveinexperienced, parents who are still

years) hardly expose their children to their relatives and in case
chi 1dren havethe nobodyparent s,thebefal 1i ngof cal ami t ya

made worse byThis t heass i st ance.for wasfamiliar t oto turn
study were singlethat majority of the young parents in thefact

to disadvantage the children even more,foundmot hers.
given below illustrates this point.The case of J.A and D.K.

The mother ofand D.K. were from single mother families.J .A,
the mother of nineteen yearsD.K wassixteenJ.A was

to thei rdueabandonedbrothers and sisters wereh i sold. J .A,
herD.K,whilehospitalization.1eadi ng t oi11nessmot her’s

mother’s deat h.abandoned due to theirsisters wereandbrothers
In both cases, the mothers had deserted their homes due to having

withties theiroffcuthadTheyschool.while i nconcei ved
i nhere Nai robi,homesthei r ownsetcompletely and upparents

family members and relatives.hardly getting in touch with their
t ime t o1 ong t race t heDepartment veryachi 1dren’sIt took

meanwhile, the children had toi nvo1ved,relatives of the children
remand home and the very youngthe Nairobi children’s onesstay at

had to stay at the New Nairobi children’s Home.fami 1i esin the two

years while

This was
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The older ones stayed at the remand Home, because of lack of space
in the various children’s Homes in Nai robi.

fifty twostudy found t hat ofThe percent t he whoparents
physically abused their children were below age twenty five years.
This agrees with the findings of Izuora (1983), and Gaberino (1983
among others that young parents are normally too emotional and that
this makes them easily batter their children. Fifty eight percent
of the parents in this age category abandoned their children. This

of stillthisparent sproof that andage arecou 1 d youngbe a
i r responsible,

beenthese chi1dren had to school.the parents of neverAl 1
school becausethey had been tothatc1 aimed neverD.M S.Rand
educat i ondoes need tot hat nottold t hem onetheir parent s

himselfeducat i nghad beencl aimed t hat heJ .Msurvi ve.
rai seand selling t hem tofrom Ukulima marketfruitscol 1ect i ng

claimed that early inschool.required fees at Hefor themoney
round Ukulima markethe goesthe morning on Saturdays and Sundays,

from those sold by thecollecting fruits and tomatoes which falls
of the weekrestbulk and spends thet raders who sei 1 i nvarious

clai med thatHe hisaft er school.col 1ect i onsei ling his every
parents told him that he doesn’t need formal education because they

are living and are comfortable.(the parents) had no education but
four due to inabi1ity toin standard rai se
and most likely,keep him at school due to lack ofenough money to

encouragement from his parents.
On the other hand, M.M had been battered by his employer. She

by I

J.M gave up schooli ng



had never stepped in school. She claimed that her parents gave her
ayah at the age of

Although she longed to go school very much, her parentsten years.
who had never gone beyond primary school told her that instead of

shou1dschool, she think of earn i ngt ogoi ngwasti ng t ime some
educat i on i sthe fami 1y’s because not important atfor usemoney

al 1 .

EclejiC7T=»~fc ~i or~> ,o-F

used findt oappend i x t h ree out t hetwe1ve wasQuest i on
The findings tended to reveal thateducation level of the parents.

parental 1 evelre1 at i onsh i p between ofsigni ficantthere i s a
(had littleof the parent sMostabuse. verychi Idandeducat i on

at all.to schoolothers never wenteducation while many
beyond primaryof t he wentparent spercent neverSevent y

thi rty si x pe rcentthese seventy percent. neverofschool. Out
at all, while thirty four percent had attained somewent to school

Only seven percent of the parents wentprimary school education.
beyond form four.

none of the parents ofthatThe most interesting finding was
beyond primary school 1 evel ofneglected children had gonethe

why such parents to be 1 essseemexplai ncou 1 dThiseducat i on.
children’s education and leave them to wonderconcerned with their

explain why none ofal socoul d theThisst reet s.theabout i n
gone beyondhad st andardstudy ei ghtthei nchiIdrenneg 1ect ed

wel 1 i11ust ratedi s i n thepoi ntThis caseeducat i on.oflevel

away to a well-off family to be employed as an
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studies below.

were among the neglected children. D.Mand J.M.S.R. ,D. M. ,
school while had dropped outJ .M oftobeenhadand S.R never

Her parents who were primary school drop-in standard four.school
instead of wasting time going to school, shet hattold herout s

her family’sfor becauseuseshould think of earning
important at al 1.education is not

study seems to point to the fact that parentsThe above case
achi eved betterwhot hoseandschool nevertowentwho never

education tend to discourage their children from goingstandards of
in theof the parents of the neglected childrento school. None

On the other hand, 1study went
the parents

abandoned children had comparatively higher levelschi 1 dren and the
comparat i vely higheral so hadchi 1drenthei randeducat i onof

( ref.neglected children.theeducation compared toof1 evel s
From the findings of the study, we may arguetables four and ten).

likely to neglectedparents with low education level are morethat
thei r chiIdren.

T evQlpaLr-tgirftal

and eight appendix three used toweresevensi X,Quest ions
According to the findings,of the parents.

thi rtythe incomes of most
income of less than Ksh. 500percent of the parents have anseven

categorize the incomes
parents tended to be on the lower side.

beyond primary level of education.
of the sexually abused children, the physically abused

some money
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income of Ksh.per month while twenty two percent have 500-900an

a total of fifty nine percent of theThis means thatper month.
(ref tableincome of less than Ksh. 1000 per month .parents have an

forfamily the offami lies t hei ncome perThetwe1ve). mean
the abandoned children found be Ksh .towasandsexual 1y abused

income per family for thewhi 1 e the mean1000 and 990 respectively.
physically abused and the abandoned children, wasfami lies of the

650 per month.Ksh,
mother theirfat her, and sixoffamily aConsi dering a

number of siblings per family was found to bechi 1dren ,

This means that each of the family members650 per month.on Ksh.
and twenty five cents per month.

that each of the
Assuming that the family members get three

In
InKenya today there is no

taken into account other basic needs suchfact this amount has not
education etc.healt h,clothing,

f i nanci alfound that severe
f i nanci alwithparent s severet hatscholars argueThese

the time and thatof thisst ressed mostbetotenddifficulties
1ead to child abuse.situation canst ressful

parents with 1 owf rom st ress,apartt hatstudy notedTh i s

has Ksh eighty-one
family members has to survive on two shillings and

seventy cents per day,
meals per day, each of the meals should be worth ninety cents, 

single meal that can cost ninety cents.

Gill (1973), Birrel and Birrel
difficulties precipitate child abuse.

( the mean
find that the eight members of the family have to survive

It also means
I

as shelter,
Giorannoni and Billingsly (1970), Bwibo (1971), Gelles (1973,

(1976) and Bush (1976) among others

six), we
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child rearing problems as mosthave ofincome also tend t hemto
tend to spend most of their time away from home struggling to make

Some go aboutends meet.
spendt herefore whole dayand at theiramai dsemployed as

yet others spend the whole day and part ofandemployers houses,
the night in the bush brewing and selling illegal brews (chan’gaa).

from the bush so as to keep off from the police. In suchThey brew
the parents leave the care of their young children to thefami lies,

be old enough to provide adequate careolder children who may not
suchi n situationschi 1drenThe arechild. youngto t he young

chi 1dren i nThe older suchacci dent s.avo i dab1etoquite prone
observed to easily develop delinquent behaviour ands i t uat i ons were

studi esfol 1 owingThewonderi ng. casest reetin most cases; -
illustrates this point.

In thefound to be from low income families.L.M and B.W were
hawker and L.M aged twelve years wasof L.M her mother was acase

alwaysmot herf am i 1 y. Si nee her wasthei nchildeldestthe

including aand si st ers,brothersher younger
refusing toandrebel lingstartedsomet imes, L.MAfterbaby.

prompted her unmarried mother toThi sperform her normal duties.
after the mother’shomeL.M deserted herher up terribly.beat

street wandering girl.and became abeat i ng
living by brewingparents earn ahisB .W,ofIn the case

in the family used toalso the eldestB.W who wasill egal brews.
Within no time, B.Wi11 egal brews.the selling of thei nass i st

hawking up to late in the night, it was the duty of L.M to care for 
f i ve mont h’s old

hawking the whole day while others are
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Started taking i11 egalthe brew (chan’gaa) and he 1 ater st art ed
taking toxic thedrugs. By t i me 8 . W * s- - parent s approached
children’s department for assistance,

years old.he was al ready Sixt een
observed t hatal so due toThe Study financialsevere

parents are unable to maintain their children indifficulties. some
although primary school education in Kenya is free,school. Thus,

in school such as Harambee funds.there are other financial needs
parents with low income tenduni forms, et c.building funds, books.
this makes children to dropthese needs andto meetto be unable

the children become idle and inOnce out of school.out of school.
and/orwonder i ng ot her deli nquentst reetresort tosome cases,

1act i vi t i es.
also foundi ncome parent s t o1 owt heof were earn aSome

chi1dren to thesending their to beg for moneyst reet sliving by
the family’sfor Thi s practice exposesed i b1esotherand use.

children to earning easy money and soon or later makes the children
Apart from exposing the childdesert their homes for street life.

al so1 ifeforms posesother st reet manyof abuse,i nvolved t o
dangers to the life of the child.

The findings also revealed that due to financial difficulties,
very tender ages.chi 1dren at

to street wandering.children concerned to resortThis forces the
This ki nd of rolethei r needs. reversalto meetstealing. etc..

may also make the child develop delinquent behaviour from childhood
to become an adult criminal. The caseand such a child may grow up

B.W was beyond correction as

some parents stop fending for their
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illustrate this point.of X, Y,

found to be among the children from very poorY and Z wereX,
parents of X, and a living through hawkingfami 1i es. The

living through brewing and sellinga
the three childrenAl 1 from very large(chan’gaa). comealcohol

families and their parents seemed to be unable to provide for their
clai medand 2 that theyYbasi c needs. X, started(chi 1dren’s)

fending for themselves at the age of four or five years, by begging
for money and edibles and that through begging inst reet si n t he

and foodthey also managed to take backthe st reet s,
At the momentbrothers and sisters.home to their younger

they are still in the st reets.fourteen years butZ are aged over
the Approved schools fai1edhavei ndownt hemsett 1 eEfforts to

from the approved schools whenever theythey always escapes i nee
They have grown up used to earning easy money andare taken there.

to be the only kind of life they know.food and this seems
financialhaveparents whofound t hatstudy also someThe

give away their children to be employed as maids/ayahsdifficulties
of t hebeal socou 1 d as a wayseenThist ender ages.at

since the child’sprovide for his.her family,maki ng the childas
Inparent s. thisthe beaway,normal 1y paid t o cansal ary i s

reversal as the parents have their child providingrole
provi de forthe t o thsbeing child.ofi nst ead onesfor them

child workers in Kenya have revealed that such childrenStudies on

very
parents getting rid of their responsibility over the child as well

parents of Y earn

termed as

whi1e the

some money

Z earn

and Z,

X, Y and
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111-treated, i11-fed, andare are to teenageprone pregnancies.
hence, financial difficulties may expose children to various forms
of abuse.

findings the majorityt he ofAccording to t he parent s were
fourty eight percent of the parentsThus,unmarri ed.

(unmarri ed), while thi rty percent marri edseven andwere another
five percentAnot herdi vorced.six percent were separated,were

while the remaining five percent were widowed. In all the cases of
the children were staying with their mothers.d i vorce,

Most of the single parents complained of the inability to make
discipline in their children.and to maintain Those whoends meet

d i vorce,were single due to separation, or widow hood, claimed that
with theirwh i 1 e because then, theybetter spousesit muchwas

together and affordtheir to g i ve theirresourceswou 1 d pool
children better quality life and education but the si t uat i onnow,

that their chi 1d renand be emot i onal1ytoi s di fferent seem
the missing parent.disturbed as they seem to want

Many of the single parents also complained that their children
and start wandering about the streets or go to workrefuse school

salary which the rest of the family members never see. Suchfor a
behaviour in children from single parent families could bedev i ant

emot i onal di st urbances inof t heresult chi 1dren.besai d t o a
rebellion may bethe children’s a manifestation ofseen asHence,

di sturbances.t he emot i onal

were single
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The study found out that children from single parents families
tend to be more prone to neglect and abandonment. In reality, a
single parent undergoes a lot of strain in the effort to bring up

handedly as this i s role designeda
in the event of natural calamities such as illness,people. Al so,

accidents or death, the children are left all alone with no parent
Ninety one percent of the abandoned childrent hem.to forcare

families and had been abandonedfrom single mother due towere
their mother’s arrest, hospitalization, or death. This therefore

if these children had both parents, they would not havemeans that
t he remaining parent wouldabandonment haveof asbeen vi ct ims

of the chi1dren.taken over the care
study observed that some single parents break down due toThe

fori n car i ng the chi 1dren singleexperi encetheythe st ress
release their frustrations on the children. Thehandedly and some

such situations end up battered or neglected. It i schi 1dren i n
however worth noting that it is not only the single parents who get

and react to the stress by battering or neglecting theirst ressed
married parents and even maids were also found tochi 1dren as some

111 egi t imat ethei rchi 1dren underbatter and/or neglect care.
tended to be the major victims of neglect and batteringchiIdren

arising from stress.
rol e theoryt hehypothesi sed by and theTherefore as

it is important forsee thatstructural functional theory, thewe
both parents because in the event of one of thechi1dren to have

parents meeting a calamity, the remaining parent takes over his/her

the children single for two
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and this saves the childrenthat of the missing parentpl usrol e

from the findings shown in table numberAl so,from abandonment.
that children from single parent families arenine,

vulnerable to abandonment.more

behavi our,DoQuest i on II
and/or mentaland physical st at e havedrinking of alcohol. any

bearing on child abuse?

Cir-Tl m-B na.1

relationship between thethefind outtostudy soughtThe
Questions fifteen andcriminal behaviour and child abuse.parent ’ s
findings showed t hatTheused.three) were(append!xSixt een

of the parents had been arrested at least once,

some amongwhile
1i cence tohawking withoutf romrangingoffensest imes due to

The arrest ofsteali ng,
parents was

led to thein the cases of single parents as the arrestespeci ally
illustrated in the caseThis is wellabandonment of the children.

st udi es.
The study however

importantthe most ofofansweri ng onewhilearrest edsimp!y
provide for their children". This"st r i vi ng tonatures cal 1 i . e. ,

most of the parents were arrested due toin the fact that
brewi ng i11 egal1i cence orwi t houthawk i ngsuchoffenses as

assault, and brewing of illegal alcohol.
found to be a cause of great suffering to the children,

thirty two percent
the thirty-two percent had been arrested several

Par*en~ta.T

i s shown

observed that majority of the parents were

parental behaviour such as criminal

we can argue
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The study found out that fourty-four percent of the parentsbrews.
hawki ng wi t hout 1i cence.toarrested due Thesewere parent s

claimed that although they need a licence to enable them sell their
goods, the licences are never given to them even when they approach

They also complained thatthe appropriate authority. the pl aces
given to them as alternative to street hawking are far removed from

i n thesecustomersand 1 awfulare rare hawkingthe city cent re
places.

thirty-two percent of the parents who hadOn the other hand.

arrest edhad been due to brewing chang’aa.arrest edbeenever
These parents claimed that chang’aa brewing was their only economic

onlythei r of i ncometherefore forsource thei randact ivity
one hand, the parents arrested for hawkingTherefore, onfamilies.
alcoholi1 legal havingmay seen as commi 11 edofbrewi ngand
the other hand, these parents could beoffenses while oncrimi nal

having been merely struggling to earn a living (toconsidered as
survive).

whose parent schi 1dren are to frequentpronegeneralIn
deal ,suffer a great parentarrest s

normal 1y abandonedchi 1dren aft erare theirSuchfami lies.
The study found that parental arrestparent’s arrest.

i n Nai robi. The arrest also tended to haveof abandonment acause
the children.negative effect on

■aT o-ohol -o-FWr--i r>Bc-i

attempted to find out if there is any relationshipThe study

especially those from single

is a major
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between parental drinking of alcohol and child abuse. Quest i ons

and Question fourteen (appendix three)c, were used.
The findings showed that fifty-three percent of the parents take
alcohol. further notedIt that for t hosewas parents who t ake
al coho 1, fifty-seven percent take alcohol every day.

The study noted that some parents abuse their children due to
the influence of alcohol. For example, some men were found to have
sexually abused their daughters or maids due of the influence of
alcohol. the of those who take alcoholIn cases, spousessome
(mainly females) complained that their husbands sometimes beat them

children or chase them out of the house into the coldplus their
late in the night after they have been drinking alcohol. Some also

t hei r husbands spend al 1complained that thei r income on alcohol
responsibility of providing for the children.and neglect their

of the parents who take alcoholthatThe study noted most spend
time and money on alcohol the expense of theirof their atmost

families care and provision.
where we have a single parent who takes alcoholIn cases
and i n take alcoholexcessively. where both parentscases

ill-fed and poorlyexcessively, the children were observed to be
clothed. The children in such families tended to be totally left to
the care of a maid if there is any fn the family. Where there is no
maid, the older children are totally given the duty of caring for
the young ones in the family. This gives the children a leeway to
venture in delinquent activities since there is no parent to check
and control them. The study also noted that the parents who drink

thi rteen a, b,
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alcohol excessively tend to leave their children to start providing
very tender ages and this also leads children tofor themselves at

street wondering and other delinquent activities.
domest i c violence f romthat arisingobservedstudyThe

parental drinking of alcohol is a major cause of broken marriages.
single theparent and also makingwithchi 1drenleaving the a

vulnerable abuse. majority of theIntochildren concerned more
1 eft with t heit’sbroken marriages.ofcases

burden of bringing up the children.
of child abusebroken marriage should be seen asInfact

since the children involved suffer in at
vulnerable to abuse due to breaking up of the parents.and are made

form each broken families suffer financialchi 1dren
hardships and/or emotional disturbances.

parents who take alcohol t end tonoted thatstudy alsoThe
unattended for long hours as they are in mostleave their children

having a drink with friends afterfrom home working orcases away
the children may also give t heattention forlack ofSuchwork.

act i vi t i es.deli nquent Suchi ntoventureto1eewaychi 1dren
andneg 1ect st reetvulnerable tobefound tochi 1dren were

Some children may also react to such lackwandering in particular.
truanting school in order toby making mistakes orof attention

has a likelihood ofthe attention of the parents and thisatt ract
and may lead to thein schoolchild’s performanceaffecting the

dropping outexami nat i ons ofhis/her national orfailingchild
school altogether.

4

In most cases,

least one way or another
a cause

the women who are



study also found that parents who brew and sei 1 ill egalThe
for a living are vulnerable to frequent arrests leading toalcohol

the abandonment of their children. Such parents were also found to
children unattended for long hours and their children1 eave their

vulnerable to st reet wanderi ng. This i s wel 1befound towere
in the case studies.illust rat ed

✓Or-PaneirtaiT

The study attempted to establish the relationship between the
parental physical and/or mental handicap and child abuse. Quest i ons

three)C append i x used. Thefourtyand wereei ghteensevent een,
findings revealed that ten percent of the parents had a mental and

Physical and/or mental handicap makes the/or physical handicap.
vulnerable to abuse since the handicap poses a problem inchi 1dren

the dut i es t hatabout with theirability to gogoparent’st he
functions in the family.roles and

of the physically handicappedstudy observed that someThe
blind and 1 ame take their chi 1drenespecially the onesparent s,

thebegging in st reet s.about Sucht hey got hem asalong with
indeed disadvantaged since they do not go to schoolchi 1dren are

chi 1drenThet i me. i nof t he suchmostidleand t hey are
life since the kind ofto streeteasily resortcircumstances may

lead tends to train them to earn easy money and food.life they
parents with a mental handicap were foundthe other hand.On

physically abuse their children dueneglect orto easily abandon.
chi 1dren with mental 1y and/orHence,state.ment althei rto
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physically handicapped parents tend to be more vulnerable to abuse.

Does family composition such as; number of siblingsQuestion III
and single parenthood have any bearing on child abuse?

Number

Study sought to establish the relationship between largeThe
two)(append!x andQuestion sevenabuse.childandfami lies
used. Thethree) where(append!x(ii )(i ) andfiveQuest i on

significant number of the abused childrenrevealed thatfindings
number of children per familyThe meanfrom large families.came

found to be six (Ref. Table six).was
i slivingof verycosttheKenya today,In

bound to feel the pinch most, especiallyliving in urban areas are
family of six sibling is in itself very bigA

f i nanci alexperi encelikely to manymoreparents areand
in meeting the needs of the children.di ffi cult i es

haveparents who manyof t hestudy observed t hat someThe
income andin illegal activities to generate somechi 1dren engage

and this leads them into problems
Such arrestswith the law, making them prone

t hei nand cases,somefami 1i esthe! rst rai n toofal otcause
body to care and provide forleft abandoned with nochi 1dren are

them.
children from large families tend to

curb their financial difficulties
to frequent arrests.

I
high.Fami lies

the large families.

O-F S»-i ton -j ngs -

The study also noted that
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due to the inability of
school needs this is,

although primary school education is "free" in Kenya, other school
needs such as books, uniforms, harambee fees, etc, turn out to a be
burden which can not be borne by some parents. This leads to many
children dropping out of school result they become idle

children to resort to street wandering.and this causes some
and as a

be more vulnerable to dropping out school
their parents to meet their (the children)



11

The study observed that of the parents whosome have 1arge
families and are unable to provide for their children’s needs send
their children to beg for money and other edibles

the chi1dren i nvolvedand this to many dangers includingexposes
death through traffic accidents. The practice also exposes children
to earning easy money and this makes some children to desert their

Some of the parents who have many childrenhomes for the streets.
chi 1drenincome give their be employedtoand have 1 ow away as

ayahs/maids/houseboys in well-of families. Studies have revealed
that these child workers are mistreated. ill-fed and lowly paid by
their employers.

The study noted that families with many sibling have sleeping
chi 1dren form families living inof t heproblems most were aas

As a result, some parents are always in hurry to getsingle room.
1 eadschi 1dren from this tothe houses andol derrid of the

t ende rfend for themselves at1 eft to ages.ch i1dren being very
t eenageone of the reasons why webe

inliving crowdedchi 1dren aand unwanted ch i1dren. Themothers
relation from their parent shouse also tend to learn about sexual

involving themselves into sexualvery early ages and some startat
This may be one of the reasons why werelationship at tender ages.

mothers and unwanted children. In somehave many cases of teenage
avai1able and in manynot t hei s cases,families sleeping space

thei r parent’sunder bed.beddi ng Somethei rspreadchi 1dren
such crowded environments and resort to street life.chi 1dren rebel

have many cases of

on the streets.

Th i s may
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d i scussedThe single parent
also tend to expose children to abuse.Such fami lies

special characteristics in a child such asQuestion (iv) can
illegitimacy, physical and/or mental

of a child provokedisabilities and the sex
abuse?

-a •» T -fc*i matf -a

the type of children who arefind outThe study attempted to
fOU rt een(i) and (i i),Questions eightto abuse;

and(i )f i vequestion twenty) and(appendi x two(ii ),(i ) and
ninetwentyande i ghttwent ytwent y seven,six,twent y(ii ),

fourteent hatshowedfi ndi ngsTheused .t h ree) were
percent

The
of sexualfew wereOn! y aand neglect.abusephys i cal

children living with ai11egit imateThe study noted thatabuse.
better placed than thosefather were

step mother as the fathersbiologi calstaying with a
i rresponsi ble and t heuncari ng tobetot endedthis casei n

oflotresult intofound to aThi s waschild.i1 legitimate
illegitimate child.suffering for the

biological mother and a step
father and a

(appendi x 
of the abused children were illegitimate.

mainly victims of

more vulnerable

in hypothesis one.families are

illegitimate children in the study were
vi Ct i ms
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nine percent of the children wereAccording to the findings,
The study observed thatphysically and/or mentally handicapped.

1 eft al 1physically handicapped children al oneareof t hesome
attend to them as the rest of the family memberswithout anybody to

al so theirparent sSome usedut i es.dai 1 ytheiraboutgo
t he fami 1y’smoney for use bysomehandicapped children to earn

strategic places in the city centre
Such parents use theto beg for money

anduserschild’s disability to provoke
The

used for begging
t healoneal 1 onleftt hey areorderh i ghest as

hotoft i mest heduringshedto at hem moveassi stanybody to
sunshine or rain.

who have handicapped
The

children are not aware
The few who aresuch

thecent resrehab i1i t at i on
avai1able governmentt het hatcl aimedal soTheyafford.to

too hard to securecentres arerehab i1i t at i on
child.

children who are both physicallyobserved that the
from their homes and end

and merit ally
where they arethe city centreup i n

1 ongSuch children spend veryahome.remandJuveni1et heat

study noted that
of the avai1 able

taking the handicapped child to
and edibles from passers by. 

sympathy from the street 
handicapped children who are

handicapped children.
claimed that

most of the parents
rehabi1itation centres for

The study
handicapped easily get lost

normally arrested and remanded

a place there for a

for their use.
in the streets tend to suffer from neglect of the 

street without

aware of the available

earn some money

X<ar* menirail

centres are too expensive
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period in the juvenile remand home since they can neither hear nor
i dent i f i ed.bethey cannot Seme parents ofspeak and suchso

children seem to appreciate the loss of such a child as they tend
relief from the burden of caring for theit1 ook atto as a

handicapped child and so they hardly go to look for the lost child.
of deaf and dumb children who had spent over twoThere were cases

remand homes.in the juvenileyears

f -i -i -i 5

child they get i sof t het hethatbe!i eve sexSome people
is purely the workdetermined by God, while others believe that it

the study observed that parent ssomeWhichever way,of nat u re.
chi Id of thehave sex preferences and when they get a

battering him/her. This i sthey end up
who valueKi si i , etc,Meru,among the Luhya, Luo,mainly common

notdaughtersthat arethe extenttodaughtersthanmoresons
ethnicsuch mayi n groupsDaughterschi 1dren.regarded as

therefore be easily abused.

"wrong" sex,
neglecting the child or
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CHAPTER SEVEN

O-FSf&q vaencsogs Case S'^v»rf-» es

XtJSeJCCJaT T y toeii^rirl OTi-j Tqr*er>e-i_x

All cases of the sexually abused children involved only girls.
Th i s leads us
abuse than boys.

G. M.
Here the perpetrator was a Partanalstaying with her family. uncl e

sexually abuse his niece when her parents (G.He used toto G. M.
left with the child to take her tofor work and he isM) have left

from school.also his duty to pick G. M. G. M. wasschool.
learnt that G.1 at terItattending nursery school. was

when preparing her for school. G. M.hersexual 1y abuseused to
her mother noticed thatuntilreported this to her parents,never

down as thoughshe sat i ncould notG. M.
pain. She also became quite

sexually abusinguncl e washerrevealed thatsheby the mother,
haduncle) threatened to(thehet hatrevealedal soSheher.

revealed the affair to anybody.slaughter her if she ever
National Hospital where sheadmitted to KenyattaM.G. was

she was dischargedWhentime.for quite somereceived t reatment
had no doubt physicallyshefrom hospital after
question is whether sheremains aWhatfrom the abuse.recovered

fearsM.To date G.recovered from the abuse.had Psychologically
close to her ownshe can not movemuch to the extent thatmen very

v/alk properly and that
withdrawn and quiet. On close interview

a minor operation,

to believe that girls are more vulnerable to sexual

aged five years was sexually abused by a male relative

M’s uncle
It was
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appropriatedi fficult gettot herefore be veryfather. It may

i sG. M. Itof abuseeffects 1 nthe psychologicalfortherapy
form relationship withbe able toM. neverG. maythatpossi b1e

people of opposite sex .
sexual 1yout t hat(1972) po i ntRei ferand(1968)Swamson

and t hat i nmarriedto get casesneverupgrowchi 1drenabused
with marri ageendtheymarri ed, upgetandupt hey g rowwhere

is possible to look atItbroken marriages.
al 1unfri endly males,toi ssheasthisi nG. M.

and her brothers.her father
sexually abused by a foster father.S.

and no daughter. Thisfather wasThe foster
ifs to foster a baby girl. was thenhim and hi s WThad prompted

was aboutK.Later when S. seven yearsf am i1y•fost 9 red
emitting a bad smell andK. wasfoster motherher

on the side using oneShe could only sitdown well.si tcou1d not
of the time. Herpreferred standing mostand sheof the buttocks

it was only then that S.for

K.
sexual 1ywas change in behaviour.shown anyhad notK.S,M.

of her family and shethe male membersstill
although heher foster father,close to

is not possible to findit
sexual 1ywas

K’s behaviour.for S.explanationan

into their 
noticed that S.

revealed to 
abusing her,

problems and sometimes 
categories

mother took her
the hospi tai’s

medical check up and
social worker that her foster father

including
K. aged seven years was 

married with four sons
S. K.

She was
remained very

At the moment

Uni ike G.
friendly to

part i cular 1y
abusing her.
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aged thirteen and fifteen years respectivelyand 8. O.
before.seen Inwere

had been thechi 1dren sent to shops bybot h t he theircases
night and on their way to the shops, the childrenLate atmot hers.

had been abducted by men they did not know and raped. In both cases
M’s and B.never, arrested. J .the perpetrators were

Department because the two girlsch i1dren’s hadbeen reported to
school and going with matatu touts.started truanting

(1968) and Reifer (1972) argued that sexually abusedSwamson
adult prost i tutes.i nto Thissomet i mes upgrowchi 1dren may

and 3. O. as these two girlsargument is quite
that they go about with matatu touts. They alsocould openly agree

were once raped.disclosing that they
havefound beento sexual 1ywasf1ft een yearsagedN.P.

fami 1 y and hadhai1ed from a poorN.P.
It was while she wasa mai d.been employed by a

of the house turns her into aworking for this
"secret wife". He would leave

P.discovered untilnotwas
that they1 eave and gotold her tohouse

At thislast period of her pregnancy.of her during thetake care
It was at this juncturefive months pregnant.was abouttime,
the man of the househouse thatlady of thetold theM.P.t hat
responsi ble for t hei shebecauseheroftake caretoought

from the house.finally sent awayN.P. waspregnancy.

family that the man
in the morning for duty together with

abused by the employer.
wel1 off family as

his wife and then sneak back home
N. got pregnant and the lady of the

O’s cases had

applicable to J. M.

never feared

P. N.

to sexually abuse the maid. This

J. M.
sexually abused by men who they have never

back to her parents so
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She tried to report her case at
grounds that there is no law that would enableturned away onwas

responsible for the pregnancy tothe Department to force the man
She ended up with a child who she could notgive her assistance.

fend for both physically and emotionally.
aged sixteen years found to have been sexually abused byS. G.

her step father.
getting married, she (the mother) moved into her matrimonial home

G. At the age of sixteen years, B. G. reportedwith her daughter B.
her step father forces her intograndmother thatto her maternal

and threatens to kill her if she ever reported himsexual relations
not found to have any physical injuries.G. wasB.to her mother.

and quite emotional.she was
whenever anybody

befound to ot heramong manywasaged fifteen yearsW.M.
si urnthe estates inold womangirls keptyoung

Nai robi. It was
havecoming to sexualshewhogirlsof youngnumbera

plus manyfee paid to the old woman.relations with for a
day rounded up by police and takenonewerein a groupother girls

arrested this girlswhopoli ce offi cerThejuveni 1 e court.to
Indeed somequestion were not Kenyans.i n

and they were repatriated toof the girls were
their count ry.

plus a

suspected that the girls
found to Ugandans

only withdrawn
reminded her of the affair.

by an 
discovered that the old woman in this case keeps

M. W. few others were Kenyans. The court ordered for a

She cried very much

The mother of B. G. got her out of wedlock and on

the children’s Department but she

has men

in one of

M. W.
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medical examination for all involved and they were all
found to have contacted at least one or more--sexual 1 y transmitted
diseases. M. W. on her part had contacted syphilis. She was treated
and placed in an approved school.

interesting of all the cases of sexual abuse was that ofMost
found to have been sexually abused by her biologicalG.N y/ho was
had been staying with her younger sisters, brothersfather. G.N.

1 eft their matrimonialThei r mother hadfather alone.and their
home after a disagreement with her husband who she claimed used to

the children badly whenever he was under the influencebeat her and
husband threatenhert hatclaimed toonceal soSheal cohol.of

She therefore decided to look formurder her plus her children. a
and stay alone, away from her brutal husband.house of her own

he started usingher husband thatleftafter she hadrt was
born child (G.N.) for sexual satisfaction. This was nothis f i rst

discovered until G.N. become pregnant and revealed that her father
responsible for the pregnancy.was

the girls
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the baby born byto the traditions of G.N’s clan.Acccrdi ng

supposed to be killed at bi rthcircumstances wasunder thisG.N.
concerned anduncle gotG.N’schi 1d.t abooitbecause awas

intentions of saving thewiththis child departmentreport ed to
given forbabyG.N’s. awaywasbi rt hAfterbaby.life of t he

adopt i on.
with available findings instudy’s findings agreeMost of this

(1982)example, AcudaForchiIdren.ofabusesexualregard to
sexual 1y abusewhoadu11 stheofmostwhilet hatoutpoints

varying degrees of psychologicalcountries showin otherchi 1dren
overtly mentally ill.areand somelivesthei ri ndi sturbances

offenders are normal adults.that majorityshowin Kenyast ud i es
findings quite truefound Acuda’sThis study
ill.mental 1yto be

and Rei f er(1968)Swanson
alcohol excessively. Thi s studydrinkchiIdrensexually abusewho problem associated withsoci alcommonalcoholi smal so found some of thefound thatstudy alsoTheof children.abusesexual they had been arrested oncerecord ascriminalhad aperpet rators

for non almost all the sexually abusedobservedThe first borns in their respectivearesevent ychi 1dren be1i evelead us tocou 1 dThisfamilies. rest of the girls in a family.than thesexual abuse

(n -i y

study also 
five percent

-sexual offence.
that of

(1972) found that most of the adults

as none of the these

or more

more vulnerable to

that first born girls are

was noted

as a
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AbuaodPKvsif tI -B

than girls and that some

tendency and thisaggressive
abuse.

children had been physically abusedfound that sixThe study
character!stics of t hese parentscommonTheparents.theirby

educat i on 1evel,1 owhousi ng,poori ncome,1 owincluded
and heavy drinking ofrelations,strained maritalunemp1oyment,

of the children included bruises
ribs. et c.

the trunk.on hadsomewerechiIdrentheofSome theywherehospi tai s werevariousidentifiedbeenal ready
formsufferingtreated as

Three
t

breaking hisdownfal 1en
by hot waterlimbs got burnthisprevi OUSchild had bath. The study observedayah waswhich the same be delegated the duty oftotoo youngquest i on wasthat the ayah in old. Astwelve years aonlywasshechild asthisforcaring

avoi dab!et heresu1t,
theThs

intofi ngers

years put
her badly. The ayah

chiIdren aged one, 
physi cal 1y

CtTi-i T dren.

This could be attributed to
parents find difficulties coping with this 

makes boys more vulnerable to physical

found to have been
claimed to have 

to breaking
boiling for his

child often met
child aged two

parts and tore
ayah of

the child’s private

In this category of abuse, boys were found to be the majority, 
the fact that boys are more aggressive

acci dent s.
her (the ayah’s)

one was

at
failure to thrive '•syndrome".

two, and two and a half years were 
abused by their ayahs. The child aged

1i mbs. The same

alcohol. Among the characteristics
face, and limbs, fractures of the limbs, 

also malnourished, while
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then deserted her employer’s home. This child was seriously injured

On the other hand, the ayahand hospitalised for quite some time.
of the child aged two and half years used to put a bottle top into

buttocks. On closeburnsserious oncausingnapki n

ayah).

relat i onshi pt heextent,tothat someobservedstudyThe
and the ayah is determined by the relationship

This observation was made

after
under their care

they arethatclaimedayahsSomemuch.
them food at times.who also denyemployers

have been physically abused byfound toyhpee children were
mother of J.K. used to beat him badly,The steptheir step mothers.

al so quiteJ.Kbody. washisbrui ses onandscarscausing
claimed that his step motherheOn close interview,malnouri shed.

also said that his fatherHeoccas i ons.deny him food onused to
more whenever hehim evenhim and beatturn against
denied him food.

reported to
J.KlongThis went on

denied him food.mother beat orwhenever hisstep brotheryounger

the
her

mother has beaten or 
started revenging

child
(the

would always 
him that his step

time until

finding out that
claimed that their employers mistreated them very 

badly beaten by their

i nt ervi ew, 
whenever the

between the child
between the child’s mother and the ayah.

the maids who physically abused the children

i t was 
child’s

found that this ayah used to burn 
mother quarrelled or mistreated

for a
on his

a burning ”jiko" and then put the burning bottle top in the child’s 
the chi Id’s
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chi 1 drenthetoreported hisparent s caseJ.K’st i methe3y
had

become quite

"jiko" and inflicting burnsa burning

two children was that their cases were reportedthing about these
by the children’s neighbours.to children’s department

chi 1dren’stheillegitimate children.affect i ngabuseofcases
chi 1dren’s wel 1 -thei rwithbotheredhardlyfathersb i olog i cal

chi 1dreni11egi t imatethatobservedstudytheInfact,being.
betterfatherstep areandmother abiologicalst ayi ng with a

biologi calandmother astepwith ast ayi ngthoset hanplaced
father.

been physically abused byhavefound towereand D.W.S.R.
from poor families and hadThese

been employed as
She (the employer) would

becoul d notaffected eyebutoperat i onunderwent anS.R.
went blind.Itsaved. onthe employ®**other hand.On the claimed she wasD.W.she brokebecauseher of the cupof tea when onea cupfamily fortable

two chiIdren were
used to beat her very badly,

by placing a table knife in 
buttocks thighs, and trunk. The most interesting

department seeking a place
aggressive and had started truanting school.

and S.A’s step mothers used to punish them

of D.W. poured hot water 
laying the

for employer’s

and bruises on her body.
within her reach, until she one day threw 

right into S.R’s eye.

on the chiIdren ’ s

in an approved school for him, J.K.

a cup.

In all the

On the hand, B.N’s

a knife at S.R

causi ng scars
beat S.R- using anything

and the knife went
the

their employers.
maids. S.R’s employer
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slipped out of her hand and broke. She responded by pouring on her
the tea she (D.W.) had prepared for them. D.W’s face and trunk were
seriously burnt. admitted to Kenyatta National Hospi tai
where she stayed for many days undergoing treatment. The incident
however left her quite deformed.

f -i -i -i

abuse had the highest range ofform of score.This
from a few days old to sixteen years.children in this group was

ofthat the chiIdreninteresting finding noneAn
involved had both parents. Apart from two cases who were orphaned.

(unmarri ed)si ngle mot herf romwerechi 1drenof t hethe rest
the abandoned children’s case histories.Foil owing i sf am i1i e s.

his mot her at count rybyabandoned busMi chael was
stat ion.

she (Michael’s mother) was going for a
The lady who had been leftshort cal 1.

suspecting that Michael’s mother had played awith Michael started
mother) took too long to comeher

Soon the babyback.
baby) decided to go to Kamukunji policeleft with him (thehad been

then taken to children’sShe wasreport the matter.andstation
Kamukunj i police station. Babyfrom

abandoned. He was takenMichael was about one
to the new

Hi s mother waseight days after he had beend i ed

department by police officers 
week old when he was

but unfortunately, baby Michael

baby under the pretex that
She never turned up again.

Nairobi Children’s home
taken to the home.

after she (Michael’s
started crying due to hunger and the lady who

Baby
Michael’s mother asked a fellow woman to hold for her the

she was

The age

OtT ICirQn

trick on

here was
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never traced.

Baby Patrick was abandoned by his mother at Kenyatta National

old t he t ime hemont h atHospi tai. Pat rick about one waswas
His mother took him to Kenyatta National Hospital whenabandoned.

sick and the doctor who attended him recommended that he behe was
Two days after Patrickadmitted to hospital to undergo treatment.

his mother sneaked out of the hospital
Patrick was treated, he recovered and was takenand left him there.

Ngina children’s home and later given away for fostering.

Nai robit rai n rai1 wayatinabandoned aMoses wasBaby
hadabandoned f romwh i ch Moses comewasi ntrainThest at i on.

suspected thatKisumu and
train' stopped onlypart i cular atthisbecauseNakuruKi sumu or

express to Nairobi. When tiding upfrom Kisumu and then cameNakuru
sound asleep on of t heonefound Mosescleanerst het rai n,t he

taken to Mama Ngina children’s homeMoses wasin the train.chai rs
for fostering.and given away

rescued together with his brothers

after they wereand sisters
responsible adult to care and provideweek without anyfor over one

sentenced to a six months jailbeenmother hadM ’ sB.them.
stealing from her manfriend. Thefound guiIty ofterm having been

discovered bytime they were asochiIdren were
that the youngest

the hospital.veins infed through hisbe

for

neighbour such

to ’mama’

Moses’s mother either came from

was admitted to hospital.

B. M. aged twelve years was
left alone in the house by their mother

i t was

starved by the
child aged about two years had to
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from theirrescuedseparat e casesinK.and R.C. wereM.
after spendingsi stersandbrotherstheirtogether withhouses

chi 1dren’sthebot hIn cases,house.t hei naloneseveral days
C’s motherarrested and charged with assault. M.mothers had been

jail term whereasahad al ready
Theremand atstill i nR.

abandoned in their houses after theboth cases had beenchildren in
of the mothers.arrest

together with brothers and sisters toand F. G.A.Y.N. ,J .
houses after the deathabandoned in theirfoundeach of them were

chi 1drenEach of theseof thei r mothers.
t akenthe mother had beencases,the threeeach ofI nfami lies.

admitted and later died.went toill,
been traced and thenevercases,the threeal 1In the children where theiri dent i f i ed tohad notin questionmot hers withtouchi n anybeennotal sohadTheywas.homeoriginal

identify with and possibly getchildren couldof who therelat i ves mothersthe 1 nwhethercl earmadenotIt wasf rom.assi stance time of the studytheatBut
question were

National Hospitalat1 yi ngstillbodi es werethei r

mortuary.

been proved guilty and given
the time of the study.

hospital where she was
re1 at i ves had

buried by the state.
the Kenyatta

K.’s mother was

came from single mother
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and O. i n3. W. A. M. foundJ. separatewere cases
abandoned together with their brothers and sisters. In each of the

i 11had been taken and admitted tochi 1dren’s mothert hecases,
in all the cases had been left withouthospital. The children any

responsible adult to care for them and meet their needs. B. W. and
his brothers and sisters were discovered by a neighbour. J. A. and
her brothers and sisters were discovered by Kanu youth wingers and

di scovered by thei rsi stersand werebrothersherM. andO.
mot her’s f r i end.

in separateW.and J . were casesO. ,£.A. ,D.A. ,K.
after the arrest of their mothers.

the five casesIn al 1
arrested by the Citybeenthenhadand1i cencehawking without

All the five cases here involved children’askaris’ .Commi ssi on
came from a family ofK. N.For example.1arge fami lies.from very

families offrom sevenO.E. cameandW.Y.chiIdren,five
family of eight children and G. L.from aN. cameD.chi 1dren,

f i vethe theIn all cases,chiIdren.sixfami 1y off rom acame
discovered by neighbours and friends to theinvolved werechild ren

chiIdren’s mothers.
were in six separates. s.andJ.0. ,K. , M.P.M. ,H.

together with their sisters
foundcases, arrested for brewingbeentheir mothersafterbrothersand families and theirfrom poorsix chiIdren cameAll the’ chan’gaa’.
1i ved on brewi ngparent s

found abandoned in their houses
the mothers to these children had been found

abandoned in their houses 
had

and selling -chang'aa'. The six children
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large families and they all hailed from
the city’s slum ares. The five children’s families’ economic status

also judged to be poor. Majority of the children in the fivewas
due to inability ofeither out of schoolinvolved werefami 1i es

beenhad torequi rements or neverschoolparents to meetthei r
physical 1yK.P. wass i Xthe cases,allOfal 1 .school at

could not move from one point to another and reliedShedi sabled.
about nine years old to assist her in going

On
was

to the toilet and turning from one j 
the other hand, the mother of S. S, 
in Mathari mental hospital on and off.

side to another of the bed.
a mental case. She was

here also came from very

on her sister who was
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Roc<jHii»en<*s*'hi oms s/XmcJIConcsT or*

represent i ng of thestudy explores mostThis area onean
facing chi 1drenvisible problems today:-and 1 eastwi despread

The objectives of the study were:-"chi1d abuse".

relationship betweeni swhether there anyoutfindTo

i scomposition that more
likely toparents who moreareofki ndtheest ab1i sh

abuse their children,
1i kely to be abused.the kind of children who are moreto find out

femaleAccording to the findings,
the malewhileand abandonment,abusevulnerable to sexualmore

vulnerable to physical abuse andbe morefound tochildren were
of the sexuallyalthough noneis worth noting thatItneglect .

that male childrennot meandoesthismal e,abused children was
professionals working inSome of theabuse.suffer sexualnever

remand home claimed that sexual
institutions,thei nchi 1drent heamongdoes occurabuse

taken against t heneveraresteps1 egalnecessaryalthough the
I teachers interviewed alsoschoolof the primarySomeoffenders.

abuse andalso suffer sexualmale childrenthatdid acknowledge
abuse of chiIdrenwith elimination of sexualt hat a

of the children who suffer sexuali n the fact1 i es

!

major problem 
that the parents

approved schools and the children’s 
mal e

children were found to be

gender and child abuse, to establish the sort of family 
vulnerable to child abuse, to
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abuse normally want the incident concealed and this only helps to
perpetrate sexual abuse.

fact that most of the abandoned children were female couldThe
ethnic val ue mal et hatfact groupssometheat t r i but ed tobe

This could encouragecount females as children.children and never
However, the fact that most of the abandonedabandonment of girls.

and theyfami lies had beenparentsinglefromchi 1dren came
death of thei rhospitali zat ion, ordueabandoned

This may
On the other hand, the factpurely a

of the physicallythat most
vulnerable to physical abusethat maleto argue

nature ofthe aggressivedue to

fami1ies with a largesingle parentThe study
According tochildren to abuse.tend to expose

parents tended to be onof t het hethe f i nd1ngs,
for such parents toand this makeslower sidet he

t husin school,chiIdrenmaintain their
thei r chi 1dren to

out

for the fami1ies
to the streets

acts exposet heseAl 1use.

the female children.
found out that

of the parents give away 
others send their children

chiIdren are more 
the male children as compared to

to the arrest,
lead us to argue that the abandonment was

it impossible
making the children drop

single parents.
result of single parenthood.

abused children were male could lead us

of school while some 
maids/house boys and yet 

and other edibles
be employed as

to beg for money 
children to abuse.

number of siblings
incomes of most



parenthood tended to chi 1dren to abandonmentSingle expose
For example,of abuse. 95 ofpercent t heformsotheramong

(mother)si ngle fami lies.f rom parentchi 1drenabandoned were
in theparenthood also tendsSingle

affect edthet ended make parentsto tost resssuchandparent
the children under their care.physi cal 1y abuse

found out that the illegitimate children. andThe study also
tend behandi cap toand/or mental morewith physicalch i1dren

study observed thatthemost casesInabuse.vulnerable to
vulnerable to physical abusei 11 egit imate

and neglect while the
The reasonto

and abandonment could be due
tend to be more

for such
the problemsto

some parentsHence,ch i1dren.
make such parents to neglectchiIdren’s

theOnthe physical orabandonor
i1 legitimate chi 1drent het hatthe factother hand.

that sincelead us to arguemore
t hei r st epbyabusedchi 1dren werei11egit imatethe

lack of a

of thephysi cal abuset heofcasesofmajorityIn

thebetween
i 11egi t imate child.t herevenging onstep parenttheresu11 ed 1 n

parents, this could be due to 
and the child.

special needs and this may 
mentally handicapped child.

tended to be

associated with providing adequate care
find difficulties coping with such

neglect and abandonment.
vulnerable to neglect

children tend to be more 
handicapped children tended to be vulnerable 

why handicapped children

physically abusing parent 
the 
the step parent, there existed a disagreement 

and the step parent which

vulnerable to physical abuse may
normal 1 y 

biological bond between the

td create stress and strain

chi 1d by
biological parent

illegitimate
child’s
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illegitimate children living with a biological motherin all,Al 1
father tended to be better placed than those living withand a step

found outIt was however,step mother and a biological father.a
withchild staysi11egi t imate afemalewhere ai nthat cases

step father, the child stands a high riskbiological mother and a
abuse by the step father.of sexual

all t hechiIdren overthatstudy notest heconclusion,In
forms of exploitation and abusesubjected to allworld have been

Such exploitationvu1nerabi1i t y.chiIdren)(thethei rdue to
form ofthecruelty manifested inand physicalincludes mental

chi 1 dchild labour,i nfant i ci de,child battering,abuse,sexual thedespitet hatnot i ngworthal soi sItet c.t raffi cki ng
led towhich hasdeveloping count ri esi nin healthach i evement s children seemsfuture of the world’stheincreased child survival,

to be on the increase
to be
wor1dwi de.

thei r parentsdiseases just becauseto di e reli 9 i ous orthei rtodueattent ionmedi calseektoready
traditional beliefs.

child abuse seems 
, children seem to continue

are not

quite uncertain as
Also, in most parts of Kenya

from preventable
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Recowniencla't:'! g

in curbing child abuse is to admit that childThe first step
serious problem which should not be ignored,abuse exists,

i sItsheltersocieties create andour
any other steps towardsfacts thatthe aboveonly after we admit

The study recommends thebe effective.curbing child
in curbing child abuse:fol lowing steps

Creation of awareness.(i )

theirpubli c ontheeducat etoneeddi rei sThere
Chi 1drenresponsi bi1i t y

educated andbe
abuse.
report those

in the familychi 1dren
relative ortheir parents any

identify possibletrain chiIdren to
them.

try and
The study

the protection of childrenabuseof child sexual
This i sfamily.theofmemberscertai nbyabusesexualfrom child sexualstudies onavai1ablebecause

is considered a taboo in many
abuse
fami1y set-ups

caretaker abusing them.
molesters and to

children from abuse.
themselves from

who abuse them to
setting should also be

towards protecting
trained to protect 

institutions should be taught to
Simi larly.

part i cular1y 
reveal that

and yet the highest

endanger
awareness of the prevalence

important 
the subject of sex

incidences of child sexual abuse

important to 
avoid situations that may 

strongly recommends that 
needs to ensure

al so need to

For instance, children in 

the relevant authority.

taught to report to

chi Id abusers.

abuse can

it i s a

It i s al so

and that
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committed within the home by close relatives and even sometimesare
Where cruelty to children is concerned, parents shouldby parents.

f i nd alt ernat i veand assist oftounderstand waysbe made to
punishing or disciplining children without injuring them fatally.

detection and protectionpromot i ngforneedi s(ii) There
"an organisedrefer toused toi sdetect ionHere,programmes.

identifying children who have been abusedsocial activity aimed at
Such a programme wouldrisk of being abused.

variety of disciplines witharequ i re
capacity of identifyingthe

perpet rators.andchi 1drenthebothfromof abuseadmissions
follow the detection i.Protection then would

i schild whothesafety oftheensuretotakenbethenwou 1 d
alsochi 1drensuchofProtectionrisk.atbeingdetected as
Suchdisci plines.ofvarietyfrom arequi re

fami 1ythedirectly withto workablebeshould
contribute to thealleviate strains that

strains and stresses in

the fami1ies
day-carecounsel ling,housing,toconnectedst resses wouldprotection programmetheThereforeetc.assi stance

in the provision of the goodsservi cedefinitely
needed byand services

need supportive
the clientele.

skilled professionals from
subtle signs of abuse and eliciting

profess i onals 
concerned to identify and

professionals

e the necessary steps

abusive situations.
noted that there exists many

Of particular importance were
The study

of the abused children.
finance,

or those who are at
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(ill) Treatment programmes should also be set up to assist abusers

al soand thechiIdren to ass i st abusedabusing chi 1drenstop
from the trauma of abuse. This could include family, grouprecover

Self-help groups can also be usedand individual counselling etc.
effect ive i n thequite developedbeproved tothey haveas

and Canada among others.Bri tain,countries such as United States,

need for promotion of the convention on theThere is earnest(iv)
by the Unitedadoptedrecent 1ywhi chchild wasrights of the

fi fty-fourcontai nsconvent i onTheassemb1y.Generalnat i ons
i n suchand needs of childrencovering specific rightsart ides

nat ionality,adopt ion,educat i on,healt h,fieldsvari ed as
rights among others.and civileconomi c exploit at ion.violence,

for advocacy ofneedgreati stherechild,KenyantheFor
Currently thereunder the Kenyan law.adequate protection
kenyans child as therights of the

scattered overlaws concerning
and notwithdeali ngmainlystatusfive
There isof the chi 1d.

1 awsof t heof someforneedearnestt herefore
Lawsaffect i ng

stringent and not asbe more

with cases ofshould be setcourts/panelsFami1y(V)
children’s well-being and theirrelated tothat issueschiIdren so

thewheresympathetic settingi nwith adeal tbecanparent s

the rights of the child.
Taxed as they are.

sixty
specifically legislated for the protection 

enforcement
dealing with abusers should

part i cular law protect i ng the 
protection of children in Kenya are 

afflictions

i s no

up to deal
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Ideally, such courts/panelsinterests of the child are paramount.

elder1y pedpleret 1 redof who have wi decomposedshou1d be
Such courts/panels would goexperience in dealing with children.

step further in protecting any bias on the part of the presidinga
that
Suchthe fate of the child is not

able to prevent cases of abuse by identifying
that the necessary preventive insteadchildren at risk and ensuring

are taken.of curative measures

mobilization and training of professionalsThere i s need for(Vi )
t eachers,workers,Socialabuse.childofprobl smsabout the

wel 1shou1d beetcpsychologi st spoli ce,physicians.nurses,
This would goof child abuse.trained to be able to detect cases

detecting child abuse cases.

and accept that thesocieties should understandThe various
the variousofculturethei nroot shaschild abuseproblem of

and theof the parents.and knowledgethe attitudecommuni ties,
Therefore,brought up.

i sthere
and strengthenchild abuse

in different ways.rear i ng the illspoverty for allcannotAlthough we(vi i i )
children, povertyinflicted on addressseriouslyneed toKenyansTherefore,abuse.childto

.J

general environment in 
need to change the

those that

which children are
attitudes that perpetratevalues and

constitute to healthy child

magistrate against the child and the court/panel would ensure 
at the mercy of only one person.

fully blame
contributes directly or indirectly

courts may also be

a step ahead in
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themselves to the root causes of poverty in their midst. Diversive
and effective ways of dealing with the root causes of poverty would

curbing cases of child abuse.a great deal i nassi st

in the prevention of childagencies interestedand(ix) Donors
aimeddi rect1y att hatproject s arefundhel pshouldabuse

work-shops,fundalso helpThey couldabuse.childcombat i ng
abusers etc.rehabilitate childtocounselling servicessupport

establishment of "child abuseGenerally the study recommends the
somet here arebecauseDi strictvillageeach orAnonymous" i n

know where to get it.people who need help but do not

for Advocacy of
(X)

formed thatsonetwork1 ocalRights", achi 1dren’s
giveabl e tobeal socankenyansinterestedandcommi 11 ed

of the rights of the child.in making others awarecont ri but i on

andvulnerableofnumbert het hati nd i cat eStatistics(Xi )
chiIdren’s department asthereferred tochiIdrendi sadvantaged

thei rt han ownothersourcesf romassistanceneed of1 nbe i ng
closerforcal 1 ssituationThisi nc rease.thei s onparents children produced bynumber oft heaboutand concernattent i on

fortherefore importanti sItunmarri ed.marri ed orKenyans,
number ofand produce only thebe made totoKenyans tobe able to

children who they are unable to
children who they can

with problems of

With the launching of the "National Alliance 
should be

over—burden others

underst and
adequately provide for and not



f am i1y p 1 arm i ng educat i on shouldTherefore, befor.provide
especially among the poor who tend to have the largesti nt ensif i ed,

number of children.

implications of this study to the researcher isOne of the(xii)
This means that no one factor was reallyit was indeed broad.that

generalised observations haveHence, somelooked into thoroughly.
time 1 imit and the avai Table funds, theAl so due to t hebeen made.

Hence, there is need for an indepthi ndeed smal1.
factors that may leadstudy using a

and how these factorsto child abuse

sample used is 
large sample to determine major 

relate to each other.
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Append!X < i i)

questionnaire DESIGN
administered to the abused children

Ident ity1 .
Sex2 .

3. Age
Form of abuse4.

of the child to theRelatlonship5.

6.
7.

(1 )

all alive.8.
Yes(i )

(11) No
?they 11ve togetherwhet herIf yes,(a)9 .
?If no, why they don’t(b)

with both parentsFor those10.
quarrel.parents ever always to blame ?

If yes,11 .
What do your12.

perpet rator
Birth order in the family

whenever
parents quarrel

live together
living together, whether the

Siblings
Number of brothers

(ii) Number of sisters ...
Whether the child’s parents are

they quarrel, who is 
about most often ?

No. I
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Where the child’s parent original home13.
i s 
Whether the child is living with14.

A step mother(a)
A step father(b)

parents have a maidWhether the chi Id’s15.
(a) Yes 
(b) No 

children in thetakes care of the younger16.
fami 1y?

parents take alcoholWhether the17.
(a) Yes 
(b) No 

livingparents do for at heWhat13.

Whether any19. No Yes(a)
20.

21 .
of houses do you22.

(i)
(ii)

mud house(iii )
wooden house(iv)

housepaper(V)

he/she had done  
been arrested

of the parents
 (b)

If no, who

Where in

If yes, What
How many times he/she has 

Nairobi do you stay?  
1ive in ?

have been arrested

What types
permanent
semi-permanent
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How big is the house ?23.

(i) room one

bedroomed (ii) one
two bedroomed (iii )
three bedroomed + (iv)

Where do you sleep ?(i)24.
a bed (a) on

(b) on
(ii) Do you share your

else? 
share the(ii) If yes, how many of you

the floor, where do spread your
(iii) For

bedding?.•
live in haveDoes25.

(i)
electricity(ii )
toilets(iii )
bathroom(iv)

the child is in schoolWhether26.
Yes (i)

(ii) NO.
why ?If No.,(a)27. schooling ?child stoplevel did theat what(b)

the floor
bed/bedding with any body

bed/bedding? 
those who sleep on

the house you
running or piped water
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in a day ?How many meals do you eat28.
Who provides for your needs ?29 .

Father and mother(i )
father alone(ii)
mother alone(iii )
myself(iv)
others (specify)(V)

The child’s religion30.
The child’s ethnic group31 .

Does the32.

?How does33.

if yes, specify  

the child relate to you as a stranger

child have recognisable disability ?
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in a day ?How many meals do you eat28.
Who provides for your needs ?29.

Father and mother(i )
father alone (ii )
mother alone(i i i )
myself(iv)
others (specify)(V)

reli gionThe child’s30.
The child’s ethnic group31 .

 

recognisable disability ?the child haveDoes32.

How does the33.

i f yes, specify  
child relate to you as a stranger ?
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•XX

Ident ity1 .
2. sex

Age3.
Form of abuse4.
Number of children5.

Number of sons(i).
Number of daughters(ii).

do for a 1iving ?What do you6.

monthly income ?What is your total7.

stay ?in Nai robi do youWhere8.
live in ?of house do youWhat type9.

Permanent(i)
Semi-permanent(ii)
Mud house(iii )
Wooden house(iv)
paper house(V)
the house ?i sHow big10.

one room(i)
bedroomedone(ii)
bedroomedtwo(iii )

bedroomed +three(iv)

ii;r>MX-NXBTEiiEP:->nro:<THE>:'jRXRE^



1 ss
live in haveDoes the house you11 .

running or piped water(i)
electricity(ii)
toilets(iii)
bat hroom(iv)

in school ?level did you goUp to what12.
(i)

IVSecondary form I(ii)
VISecondary form V -(iii)

University(iv)
take alcohol ?Do you(a)13.

Do you(b)
(c)
If Yes to any14.

arrested ?ever beenHave you15.
(i) Yes

times ?If yes16. (fordone?
has been arrestedthe subject

several time).

(i i) No. ......
(a) how many
(b) what had you

each of the times if

Do you use any 
of the above,

smoke ?  

toxic drug ?  

how often ?

Primary level
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17. Have you ever
(1) Yes
(1i) No

18.

19. Marital state ?
(i ) single
(i i ) married
(i i i) separated
(iv) widowed

?live with your spouseIf married, do you20.
(i ) Yes
(ii) NO

with your spouse?quarrelIf yes, do you ever21 .
(i ) Yes ..
(ii) NO ..
If yes,22.

often?

children are:-many of your23. How

(i i ) out

If yes, how many times ? 
(specify the interview).

(i) how
(-j -i) what do you
(ii-i ) whenever you

often do you quarrel 
quarrel about most

quarrel, who is always to blame ?

(i ) in school  
of school

been treated for any mental problem ?
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If there are any out of school,24,

(b) what are the ones

handicapped child ?Do you have any25.
(i) Yes
(i i) No

If yes, how old is the child ?26,

the child ?27. Where is

the parent know of anydoesIf the28. rehabilitation of thethat caninstitution
chi Id?

handicapped child to theshe/him taken the
29.

forinstitution
friends ?have anyDo you30. (ii) NO

living ?
friends31 .

32.
? with yourarewhenever youdonormally33. What do you

9friends

(a) why are they out of school?.  • • ........
out of school doing at the moment ?

friends do for a
sit and relax with your

child is at home, 
assist in

(i) Yes 
If yes, what do your

free time to

If yes, why hasn t
rehabi1itation ?

Do you have a
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34. Do you share your family problems with your friends ?

35. Are you a member of any group in your community 9

If yes, what activity does your group/s do ?36.

is your religion? 37. What

is your ethnic group 38. What 9

the most pressing problem ini s39. What bringing up your
children ? 

Does the if
yes, specify 

subject have any physical disability ?
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Appendix (iv)

3. What do you think are

forms of child abuse do you encounter in your day to

? 
Is child abuse more prevalent to5.
(a) a particular sex
(b) a particular age
(c) or is the rate the same ?

more vulnerable totype of children do you think are6. What
abuse ?

do you think are more likely to7. What type of parents/guardi ans

8. What do you
on

of the abuse can be best assisted9. How do you
9

10. What general comment can you

the abused child ?  
think the victims

make regarding child abuse ?(

■aMawEREii:-: bv:-: the: :-PROFESaiON»i:^

2. How can you identify an 
the main abuse causes of child abuse ?

1. What do you identify as child abuse ?  
abused child among others ?

questionnairedebuqnnoL iii..

4. (a) What
day work ...........

(b) Which of the above types (s) is/are more common ?
(c) Why do you think the mentioned type(s) is/are thus common

abuse their children 
think is/are the social implications of abuse
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Appendix (iv)

BY

identify as child abuse ?1. What do you
identify an abused child among others 9How can you2.

3. What do you think are the main abuse causes of child abuse ?

forms of child abuse do you encounter in your day to(a) What4.
day work ?

of the above types (s) is/are more common 9(b) Which
think the mentioned type(s) is/are thus common(c) Why do you

?
Is child abuse more prevalent to5.
(a) a particular sex
(b) a particular age
(c) or is the rate the same ?

6, What type of children do you think are more vulnerable to
abuse ?

of parents/guardians do you think are more likely to7. What type
their children ?abuse

implications of abusethink is/are the social8. What do you
9abused childon the

victims of the abuse can be best assistedthink the9. How do you
?

make regarding child abuse ?general comment can you10. What

I

raUgaTIONNAIREDEBIQNNOLlil^
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