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ABSTRACT

This is comparative study of female circumcisiona
the(FC) Embu, Kisii and Somali societies of Kenya.among

This study was both exploratory and explanatory in nature.
mainThe objective of describe. analyzetowas

circumcision within thefemale
contexts of persuasion and persistence. Five main lines of
investigation pursued in viz.this study. (1) thewere
cultural institution of circumcision fromfemale a
comparative perspective and within the ofcontext
persuasion and persistence; (2) manifestationsthe of
persuasion against the practice of female circumcision; (3)
the capacities of the recipient communities to be persuaded

abandon practice ofto the female circumcision; (4) the
forces of against the practice of female

and (5) the tools the
practice of female The

Comparative data were collected from women and men in three
districts. i. e Kisii,the Somalithe andAembu ofamong
Kenya. selected throughA total sample of 369 women was
purposive sampling. data.complement the FocusTo survey
Group Discussions interviews andin-depth(FGDS), case
studies were conducted.

the practice of femaleshow that
three districts, with the

of attributingthe mainlyrespondents the
prevalence determinants.varied socio-culturalto Other

circumcisionfemaleindicate isthat an
thus confirming the theory that

the practice is governed by social and played outnorms

xix

the study 
and explain the practice of

of persuasion against 
circumcision. study adopted both 

quantitative and qualitative approaches to data collection.

related findings 
important rite of passage,

The study findings 
circumcision is prevalent in all 
majority

persuasion
circumcision



within socially defined gender
play normalized role. Findings the abandonmentpasta on

show thatefforts the of the FC abandonment
campaigns that
have negated the diversities and histories of the
communities practicing Additionally,FC. their
have been coercive
communities who practice resulting in theFC, persistence
of the practice. Further, the study found that individuals

their culture and personal
under The fear of losingattack. theare

psychological, moral benefits ofand material
is one
on

on

contained policy Other
againstpronouncements the of haveFC been

mass
media. The FC practicing communities have perceived these
persuasion efforts being external. In conclusion. thisas

andin social culturalrooted the
it is the failureRather,

understanding of the
dynamics withinFC femalethe power

normalization ofsocialthe power and
control and variablesthe these sociallyare

from findings severalthese recommendations
In order to promote balanced development in

the integrated all embracingcountry. and policyan

XX

Arising 
have been made.

systems where it is practiced.
to base

approaches
and insensitive to the felt needs of the

abandonment strategies 
meanings of FC itself, 
which it is played,

become defensive when they feel 
identities

way 
constructed and organized.

FC since independence.
in official

study argues that persistence of FC is not only due to the 
practice being deeply

practice
contained in political speeches and the content of the

champions
have usually invented monolithic approaches

"belonging" 
of the greatest motivators of conformity. Findings 

the tools of persuasion that have been used in the past 
show that there have been several government bans placed 
the practice of FC since independence. These have usually 
been contained in official oolicv documents.

on an

roles in which women merely



approach to the abandonment of the practice of FC should be
incorporated into mainstream work. Further,government
there is need for research the existing legal, policyon
and institutional frameworks related to the abandonment of
the practice of the female circumcision. There is also a
need for broad based education including issues ofFC,on
women's human rights.

xxi



CHAPTER ONE

1.1 INTRODUCTION

This is comparative analysis of femalea
Somali and Aembu societies of

the of persuasioncontexts and persistence.
The Kisii live in the Kisii District of Nyanza Province,
the Somali live in Garissa District of North

the Embu District of
Eastern Province. The study recognizes that despite myriad
efforts end PC, theto practice still persists in many
parts of Kenya and the world. The practice of inFC this

framework of number ofa a

of visible in the
undertaken. Thiswas

cautions that social and cultural
phenomena must within a

therefore it iscontext, a
this ofby whichmeans

to reveal hiddenableare
forwardto certainor

of particular formsand of
(Malinowski, Proceeding1982). from the

arguments postulated in theory,the thiscontext
chose to first and foremost of
rc, within "cultural context" that coulda provide
direction while investigating the for thereasons

I

study
circumcision

study 
contextualize the practice

study is conceptualized within 
theoretical postulates.
for example.

perspective 
anthropologists and sociologists 
meanings and deeper understandings 
kinds

be interpreted within a given "context". 
According to the pre-suggested context theory a phenomenon 
is connected to its surrounding 
device, in

under study
Eastern Kenya while the Aembu live in

The context theory (Dilley, 1999) , 
provides a strong basis for the interpretation 

the persuasive and persistence patterns 
practicing societies where the study 
theoretical perspective

interpretations
explanations

among the Kisii,
Kenya within



basic assumption in the study; that cultural systemevery
foundation of cultural assumptions that are

hardly ever questioned and are protected through ofseta
legitimized elaborations of belief (Allan, 1998).

The comparative of the study necessitatednature
incorporation. in research, of cultural/ethicalthe
relativism v/hile contrastingand the ofcomparing nature
FCz its persistence. that generalizationsand This means

avoided and instead, thebetween three societiesthe were
and beliefs relating the persistence ofvalues tonorms.

within moral ethical codesexaminedthe practice were
accepted by eachthese groups' ethos ofas

specific times and space. In order to
of female circumcision.persistence thisunderstand the

the"shared proper
social practices and social institutions

For example.9s well as
the social world is made and maintained by people by means

findings indicate thatsocial practices. Theof their
thusfemale circumcision is important rite of passage.an

governed bypractice istheory that thetheconfirming
defined gendersociallywithinand playedsocial norms

normalized rolemerely playing (seewithroles awomen
female circumcisionpractice of1975:620). TheHayes,

socialofunderstood in the contextbeshould norms.
shape and normalize behavior. Norms arenorms

time they shape and influence behavior (Bergerat the same
everyday interactionthisThrough1967).Luckmann,and

they normalize behaviorconfirmed. In andturnarenorms

2

understanding of
sociality in general (Raimo, 2000).

including how 
learnt and reinforced through everyday social interaction.

encapsulating 
the social groups in

persistence of female circumcision.

is built upon a

This view provided the

study recognizes that collective intentionality in the form 
of "shared attitudes" is crucial for



relationships. including relations of thisInpower. way.
control female bodiesof and sexuality is normalized.
Persuasion, otherthe hand is dynamic process whichon a
involves manipulation designed produce action intoa
others (Lerbinger, 1972:3). Def initions of the concept
"persuasion" abound. Communication scholars Bettinghaus and
Cody, (1987:3) have defined persuasion "a consciousas
attempt by one individual to change the attitudes. beliefs.

behavior of another individual of individualsor groupor
through the transmission message." Smithof (1982:7)some
argued persuasion "is symbolic activitythat whosea

is effect internalizationthe voluntarytopurpose or
of cognitive stages ofpatternsacceptance overtnew or

behavior through the exchange of messages."
conceptualized withinThis study the confines ofwas

the above definitions. in that its central contention
"persuasion" is that

in which communicators striveprocess to
convince other people changeto their attitudes and
behavior regarding issue. in this femalean case
circumcision, through the transmission of a message.
Persuasion takes time because as Mark Twain quipped. "habit

but coaxed
(cited in Prochaska, J.O et al.

1994:47) . teacher who issues symbols with

have beenplayers thevarious key at
abandonto

The study interrogated the need to deal
with the ordercoercion in toof theconcept assess
capacities under study abandonof the communities to the
practice of study is perceived fromthisCoercion inFC.

3

messages transmitted primarily through language.
Evidently, 

forefront in persuading practicing communities 
the practice of FC.

is habit" and not to be flung out of the window, 
downstairs a step at a time

regarding the meaning of the concept 
it is a symbolic

A persuader is a



two angles. the hand, the studyOn that whereone assumes
key players applied persuasive and coercive approaches
simultaneously. they were likely with resistance

1938). Thus(Kenyatta, significant role in
the persistence of the practice of FC. theIn ofcontext
the call the communities practicing circumcisionto to
abandon practice,the f inds certain ofamountone a
coercion. coercionthe past. the forces of have mainlyIn
included Christian missionaries. andgovernment non­

approaches used ingovernmental The theactors. past are
important for this study. other hand.the coercion isOn

in the rights-based approachcentered traditionalto
practices. In Kenya, the Children's Act of 2001 states that

is illegal to subject girl-child below the ageit of 18a
(Republiccircumcision of 2001).Kenya,to Another

extent studyoccur across
communities, result of persuasion efforts abandonas a to
FC. Thus the study investigated the role of persuasion in
terms of total. medium, low or lack of abandonment of the
practice. which constitutes of the analyticalpart
interpretation. criticalis understand theseIt to
different intrinsicallyoverlapping andand sometimes
interrelated help inwhich thesocial levels, may
understanding of the persistence of the practice.

techniquecoercion fordefine as a
the coercer wants them to act. and

presumably preferences.their Coeto
dire if thethreat of consequence.a some

actor does the coercer'swith demandscomplynot
(Rosenbaum, forces1986). who havedifferentThe been
active in the activities aimed at persuading communities to

4

contrary
rcion manifests

coercion plays a

Philosophers
forcing people to act as

dimension which is crucial to this study is that of ranking 
the extent to which variations

to be met



abandon FC clearly have timetaken understandnot theto
that under-girdtenets the practice. In thistoresponse

omission. this study echoes (1957)Merton, who discusses
the latent functions of seemingly irrational ancestral
practices.

its
of making rain but insteadpurpose create a

sustaining and sustainable of community that helpssense
the with social and environmental problems.togroup cope
Merton (1957) used the phrase "latent functions" to
describe the phenomenon whereby social behaviors turn out

have unintended,to unrecognized and subtle ramifications
which part of the primary or manifestnotwere
functions of the behavior. (1957) and Obiora(1997b)Merton
have said that outsider who has the advantagean of
distance (or participating insider who. althougheven a
possessed of experiential hindsight. opts to focus
exclusively only visible physicalon manifestations)or
might be tempted to dismiss irrationalas or

conducted on
of inrates FC Kisii, Narok,Samburu, Meru,

Machakos, and ThisEmbu (MYWO, 1991). study found
circumcised.

96% in Narok, 91.3% 73.5% inin Samburu and Meru (MYWO,
1991). isFurther, findings indicated that highestFC
among those in traditional religions (94%) and thewomen
Catholic (93.2%) 1991). Though datasect (MYWO, theon
prevalence of is sufficient. there isFC adequatenot
indication of indignant persistence of the practice inan

the Efforts to persuade peopleover years. to
the practice in Kenya date back 1926 whento the

5

the country 
abandon

the practice 
self-fulfilling and perpetuating.

Studies

Illustrating with tihe example of the rain dance, 
Merton (1957) pointed out that the ceremony may fail in 
manifest

and so are

foreseen as

Nyeri 
that 98% of the women in Kisii are

FC in Kenya have confirmed high
Nyamira,



colonial local native in variouscouncil places enacted
laws which reduce the forms ofmeant towere more severe
circumcision practiced then, milder form. Severalto a

in 1926 1929resolutions passed and (see appendiceswere
three and four).

should be noted that, throughout the history of ?CIt
in Kenya, takenthe government has strict stand onnever a
FC, during colonial post-independencewhether the or

1958, the Annual Districtperiod. For example. on 26 April,
Province resolvedCouncil in the that:Easterncurrent

practice ofdeploring the councilwhile the FC,
deep-seatedrealizes that it remains andcustomverya
decisionrescinds previous made undertherefore its

be contraryof 1956, declaring itresolution no. 29 to to
native law and custom and resolves that female circumcision
be District by the conclusionscontrolled in Embu set out
in Resolution No.l of 1938 (Kenya Colony, 1958)". The word
"controlled" does indicate seriousnessnot that coulda
lead to abandonment of the practice of female circumcision.

earlyIn post-independent fairKenya, amount ofa
debatepublic circumcision and other harmfulfemaleon

traditional by severalpractices facilitated fora.was
interventionspolicyHowever, for several reasons,

addressing female circumcision were not imposed at the time
have not been adequately defined.and still Recent efforts

at particularly by UNthe level, agenciesinternational
have successfully put FC the women's health and women'son
rights agenda. healthFC relatedThese aasseegroups

againstproblem form violenceand of At thewomen.a
many governments and nationalnational level. leaders have

publicly denounced practice and Presidentthe Moi ofas
Kenya put it:

6



"rc is outdated and unacceptable in modern Kenya,

changing andtimestha tmy people. accept are

longerpractices tha tdiscard social are no

Times,lifestyles" (Kenyacompatible with modern

1989:3).Dec. 30,

{2Q06)Act,

circumcision of thehad clearly identified female as one
but afterinpractices Kenya,harmful traditional

this watered downdiscussions by was
considerably and

thistranslatedhaveleadersfewthe concernOver
supporting programs to persuadeor

subj ect of femalepractice. Theto
lot of controversy ina

it whilefor otherswithparliament. some
have been against it.

1.2 Problem Statement

knowledge itsabout
of substantialcontextsimpacts. alsoIt

itefforts to preventand
1979; El1966;

1988; Warsame,1987;Koso-Thomas,1980;
Palmer,and 1993;Walker1991;1989; 1990; Ahlberg,OAU,
Toubia,1994; 1995;Dorkenoo,1992;al.,Dorkenoo,E.et

Rubinstein,and 1996;1999; LaneGunning, 1995; WHO,
1998; and Eliah, 1999).Thomas,
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global, 
(Mustafa, 
Saadawi,

persists
national

negative 
within

1967; Murray,
Dawit,

parliamentarians, 
much scaled down act was approved.

regional
Shandall,

years, 
into laws prohibiting EC 

abandon the

Female circumcision persists despite a growing body of 
health and psychological

people
circumcision has always generated

members being

1997; Natsoulas,

initial draft.

a very

the Sexual OffencesIn its

1974; WHO,



gender basedwellhuman rightsMedical, reasonsasas

negative impacts ofthehave been provided rationalizeto
female circumcision isUnder the conditions under whichFC.

extensive ofthe lessperformed. typesgenerally even
potentially fatalleadcircumcisionfemale tocan

infection and shock. Thesuch as hemorrhage.complications.
pain. swelling andofbecauseinability urineto pass

lead urinaryfollowing the operation.inflammation. tomay
from abscesses andsufferAtract infections. woman may

the initialafterlongendingsfrom damagedpain nerve
particularly likely toisInfibulationhealed.wound has

If the urethral opening islong-term health problems.cause
infections andrepeated urinary tract are common.covered.

bladder. dueand tourethratheinformstones may
opening is small.If theinfection.and veryobstruction

leading toblocked.beflowmenstrual may
infections and lowered fertility (WHOtract or

1979, 1999; Althaus, 1997).
This study is located within a spectrum of prevailing.

generalized but also focused efforts to persuade societies
and the resultant defiancehand,abandon FC theto oneon

the other.of FCpersistenceevidenced ontheas
FC has endured as a

the localatdifficult to overcometraditional practice.
s ome t ime s politicalandculturallevel. with

Forovertones.

8

by
Despite laws proscribing the practice,

reproductive 
sterility^

a 
during

deeply held

instance, prohibition of FC among societies

cases of sterility in
Without de-infibulation 

causing life-threatening 
Because birthrates are high 
is practiced, a woman’s 

many times during her

* One early study estimated that 20-25% of 
northern Sudan can be linked to infibulation. 
before childbirth, obstructed labor may occur, 
complications for both mother and infant. 
in many countries where infibulation 
infibulation scar may be cut and re-sewn 
reproductive years (Mustafa, 1966).



I

in Kenya significantly strengthened resistance Britishto
incolonial rule the 1950s and increased for thesupport

guerilla (Thomas, 1997). During thatMau Mau movement
the practice ofperiod. itcommon. as

resistanceform of towards colonial rule,was seen as a
Notably, practice continuesof in severalthe FC
communities inspite of the medicalin Kenya, proven
complications. with the systematic bans by thecoupled
church This knowledge gap theand the state. on reasons

of the practice clearlythe persistenceaccounting for
this study. warrantingindicates social problem for ana

understanding of the socio­investigation andin-depth
societies practicingwithin which FC,cultural contexts

AembuSomali and the of Kenya,Kisii, thesuch theas

In

FC,

the interpretations themes of persuasionstudy andand
persistence. By comparingwith FC as the unit of analysis.

variations and similaritiesthree different ethnic groups.
examined ingroupingssocialwithin the ofethos was

that whereas pastThis means
dweltof haveFCtheefforts to on

andsocial culturalgeneralizations
this study presents eachrelated FC,and values tonorms

relative A criticalgroup in specific but terms.ethnic
strategiespersuasion has beenof prevailinganalysis
the absorbabilityassessingwith viewattempted. oftoa

communities. withingiven approaches by the target a
Within the pre-suggestedframework of cultural relativism.

9

juxtaposition to each other.
persistence

attempts by stakeholders to persuade communities to abandon 
the practice of FC, the study approaches the analysis from 
the social context and contextualization that gives form to

study 
regarding sexuality,

rationalize its practice and persistence.
order to clearly isolate factors leading to failed

FC became even more



strives tostudy nottherelativity.culturaloftheory
Westernf rom contemporaryof ECsubject atheapproach

thedemonizeslargelythatdiscoursepopularfeminist
to properly understand ECseeksitInstead,

framework.cultural contexttheAdditionally,
knowledge basetheinexistsa

related to ways
theinInEC.

(Kisii,
in which ECa
of gender relations.thein arenastatusmaintain the

asfemaleIn
relations areone of the

Studies inmanifested in
iscircumcisionfemalefound thathaveother communities,

andauthority statusacquirewhichthe basis womenon
culturalof1997) . BecauseThomas,1991;

grouping. thisethniceach

on
studies have beenmost

Westernbased on

as
(Dirie,of FCaspectson
1993a;Hosken,1993;Buck,andArbesman,1992;

theoreticalClearly, gapa1998;Annadale,
far asexists in as

ofaccountintotheorysocial
each cultural group

interrogate theseeks tostudythisThusvariability.
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approach, 
ideology of castigating

FC, wife beating etc (Ahlberg,
the medical

persistence of
the study was conducted

dearth of knowledge regarding ways

and taking
and in contexts reflecting the cultural

practice. 
socio-cultural phenomenon.

within

dominant 
harmful traditional practices such

1991) . Other studies have

Bell, 1998).
contextualizing FC within the realm of 

the uniqueness

this regard, 
myriad forms in which gender power 

varied socio-cultural contexts.

the study posits that a gap 
in which gender relations contribute to the

three sites where

as is proposed herein.
shows that

serves to

as a

there is

(Ahlberg, 
variability and uniqueness of 
assumption demands an investigation,

Existing body of knowledge on FC in Africa, 
conducted from an activist/lobbyist 

radical feminist

focused primarily
Kahler

Kenya and
Garissa and Embu)

quo
circumcision was conceptualized



the
the
thestructural-functional theory.

This
of FC. Byexplicatingat

towardscontributealsothisexisting theory.
fortheoretical model

1.3 Research Questions

ofindicatorsandprocessesthe

ofsocio-cultural featureskeythe2. What are
internalandexternaltoin

invariationscross-culturalthe3. What are
theto

threethe groupstorespectFCofpractice
studied?

1.4 Study Objectives

to examine and present
circumcision from a

of persuasioncontextsthe

11

societal response
with

the cultural
comparative perspective within
and persistence. More specifically the study sought to:

identification of an appropriate 
understanding the age-old practice and persistence of FC.

application of several sociological theories including: 
socio-historical paradigms of evolutionary development, 

the feminist theory and 
interrogation will be aimed 

interrogating

The broad objective of the study was 
institution of female

human rights perspective.
the phenomenon < 

study will

community efforts in response 
forces against the practice of FC?

major 
forces of persuasion against the 

social

1. What are the major 
efforts to stem the practice of FC?



of persuasion against thethe manifestationsDiscuss1 .
circumcision.

recipientthe2. Assess
the practicetocommunities

Examine3.

4 .

comparative perspectivethe outcomes5.
across

1.5 The Scope of the Study

circumcisionfemaleofstudyisThis a
Theandcontextswithin the

manifestations thediscussesandstudy
ofthecircumcision,practice

theabandon
tools oftheit.

is designedstudyThis
thus to
for the
However,

sensitivethe

inquirieswhichwith ontheandto
Possibletreated.sexuality areonissues

descriptive studyof arethis kindoflimitations
insecurityfor example.district,In Garissaacknowledged.

12

explanatory 
nature of the

sexuality
touching

persistence.
of

capacities 
it.

capacities of 
abandon

comparative 
of persuasion 

the

recipient
forces of

of female circumcision.
the tools of persuasion against the practice

be persuaded to 
and

of female circumcision.
the forces of persuasion against the practice

practice of female 
and analyze the 

to be persuaded

communities to 
persuasion against

persuasion against the practice.
contribute to better understanding of
persistence of the practice of female circumcision.

the study is limited to exploratory and
and intimateanalysis, due to

practice of female circumcision as it relates 
suspicion

analyzes
of female

Discuss 
of female circumcision, 

from a

the reasons

Discuss
the objectives.



of thestudy limited the geographicof scopetimetheat

periodthe tv/entieth century was aThe
genderaimedwhich atactivitiesintense wereof

activitiesTheseissues.rightswomen'ssensitization on
(see the activities ofviewed with suspicion

This possiblythe "Mungiki" sect
thedatadearth ofthefor onaccounts

prerequisitefemale circumcision isthat aGiven
it

theFurther,submits to
directed at

and feministWestern
ruralKenyasocieties. In among manyby

the issue of female circumcisionon
are

in theconstantly as aissubject
alwayspeopleissue, notrightsand humanhealth are

personaltheiraboutinformationwilling giveto
could greatlythisthatanticipatedexperiences. It was
statisticsExactexercise. oncollectionhamper the data
inpractice Kenyathe areofprevalence
the privateofbecausedifficult obtain,to

associated with it.nature of

process.

1.6 Justification of the Study

FC Governmentsnot areare new.

13

study sites that could safely be visited, 
latter part of

Internationally, efforts to persuade people to abandon 
known to have placed bans

practicing 
discussions

and persistence 
particularly 

taboosthe practice and the
strong database became an impediment to the study

the practice.
practicing societies have largely been

further contributing to the suspicion

practice.
for marriage in the societies that uphold the practice, 

wonder then that every woman who hopes to get married 
abandonment efforts

in Kenya in this thesis) .
the persistence of

is no

were sometimes

seen as

Lack of a

societies, 
considered too private to be made public. Although the 

international domain



muchwithout success.countriesinpractice manytheon
bizarre orsociety appearsin onesenseWhat commonseems

Manyanother.ofviewo fpointthefromunethical
persuadeworked tohaveactivistsWestern

of female circumcision.communities
nineteenth-centurywherestandtheythisIn

moralthebalancehaving tostood;Christian
withinterferetodesire nottheirwithcommitments

entirelysharefully ordo nottheyvaluescultural

femaleofA
thatshowcircumcision

ofsymbolainFC
asresistance

powersWesternfor
instructcompelled tofelthavecolonizing.

theirofimmoralitytheaboutpracticing
whenButactions.

it is
forrespectbalancetodifficult for Western

cultural andcommunity’stowith respect afemale bodies

ban clitoridectomytoeffortsIn Kenya,
in 1920back totraced waycan be

Meruinplacedbantotal was(Thomas, 1997). A
identifiedMeru District wasDistrict. Seven decades later.

(MYWO,in KenyaFCofthe practiceleading inas a area
far highlighted itsin Kenya have so1991). Studies FCon

Kisii,Narok,Samburu,asinprevalence such
1996). Some haveMachakosEmbu,Meru,

circumcision.atof FC, age
theis done.place where FC
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provided further data on types
role of circumcisers and other

symbol of resistance 
observers

respect, 
missionaries

communities 
undergoing female circumcision begins to 

to Western intrusion.

districts 
and Nyeri (PATH\SIDA,

serve as a

understand.
look at the regional prevalence patterns

the persistence of the practice of 
Africa sometimes becomes a prominent

to colonialism. The procedure has been cited
to engage in furtherjustification

Westerners

contemporary
to abandon the practice

religious autonomy.
for example,

the colonial government
1956 in



consequencesinrelated to FCfactors
of FC and to

in question, however.studiesThetheseinof FC areas.
inthe practice of FCof aaddressed persistencehave not

literatureavailableThesystematicand manner.detailed
fragmentedandgeneralofispersistence arelating to

2000;al. ,B.M etAlberg,1993a;Hosken,(seenature e.g
1925).Phillip,H.R.A.,2000;PATH/MYWO,1996;PATH/SIDA,

socio/historicaldetailedmeritsof FC aPersistence
Whatever datathe need for this study.henceinvestigation
required indataofkind atheprovidenotdoesexists

of theunderstandingthissuch one.as
of

for country.goals anythe
women'sofdevelopmenttheunderstanding.suchWithout

national, health;andrealizedbenot

Further,
A crucial
some partsFC will notrealization is that
abandonmentitsthose

or
It is also

individualthebe atfactorsconstraining cannoted that
of governments'leveltheator

It is not
that toconclusionenough toto acome

Studies on FChealth and is therefore unnecessary.women’s
whichand elsewhere answerscarry arein Kenyaconducted
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important to establish what
traditional practices

comparative studies across 
lacking. This study set out to fulfill this need, 

be abandoned in

and/or communal level, 
involvement or that of the implementing agencies.

FC is harmful

study
persistence of the practice

achievement of development

proper 
circumcision is critical to

of Kenya unless those championing
understand the deep-seated beliefs and social values of the 
practicing peoples and also establish whether or not it is 
possible for the people to abandon the practice.

people would be trading off by 
like FC. It should be

health will not be fully 
socio-economic integration will be seriously hampered.

ethnic groups are

a certain extent.
the specified areas,

the reasons for the practice

giving up some



ofabout

the practice.
sensitivityGendersociety.male-dominatedincustom aa
decideeffectively toalone cannotthatdemands women

for example.In some communities, men
suchIn evencaseswomen.refuse to marry

marriedhopes gettowhocoercion,without womanevery
to the need toin responseisItagrees

Furthermore,designed.that wasfill this gap
conventionsinternationalvarioussignatory tois a

Thereforehuman rights.women'son
abandonmentcircumcisionfemalethis

UN Worldcontexttheinefforts
genderBeijing oninheldConference womenon

theproceedings atTheequality and
agenda thatforum focused on an

withofrightsreproductive womenandtheto sexual
discrimination andcoercion,freedom fromemphasis on

violence {UN, 1995).
useful thetobewillstudyresults of thisThe

a toolas

women in this country.

1.7 Organization of the Study

aapractice of female
theoreticalchangesocialpre-suggestednumber of

problem, researchtheofstatementpostulates. The
of the study,study.theobjectives of scopequestions.
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to get circumcised.
this study

the patriarchal underpinnings
the deep-rootedness of

consciousness rising,
included issues pertaining

government of Kenya and its development partners 
in planning interventions to improve the lives of girls and

the proceedings of the 
in 1995 I

surprisingly clear
These results indicate

Kenya 
and protocols touching 

study problematizes 
of

Chapter one explores the background information to the 
circumcision within a framework of

abandon the practice.
uncircumcised



the studystudy andtheof
are

contains thewhichtwo,isThis
into:brokenThe arereview.literature
femaleoftheofhistoryanddefinitions

ofand contextsKenyanAfricancircumcision.
then presented.female areofthe practice

discussion of three historical epochs inWhat ais
the colonial period

intendedisand
thefollowthat ontheto set scene

the three time periods.in
subtitles ofthearounddiscussionThis
circumcision,femaleoftheofmanifestation
practice. thethecommunities toofcapacities

and the tools used in the
timehistoricalthreepersuasion duringprocess

and thewith FCassociatedperiods. The risk factors
of female circumcision follow.

alsoreviewliterature areThe inandsummary gaps
included here.

thediscusseswhichthreechapterThis is byfollowed
presentation oftheincludesThisframework.theoretical

theoretical model for theof whichvarious theories aout
model andconceptual aAstudypresent

section theon
are

includesThis
description of thea

sampling. dataofunitsof the
This is
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study sites, 
analysis,

justification
also covered in this chapter.

study sites,
collection processes and data analysis techniques.

consequences of the practice 
the

followed by chapter 
specific details

practice

is developed.
conceptualization and operationalization of 

study variables are then presented.
Chapter four discusses the methodology.

rationale for selection

practice of female circumcision 
is organized

organization of

Kenya, 
the post colonial period.

for the discussions

nature of the persuasive measures 
the

follows
namely: The pre-colonial period,

This discussion

practice
abandon

The global.
circumcision



femaleinconsiderationsethicalfollov/ed

circumcision

thedata onthe onefrom
section twowhileof FC

andthehas summary,Chapter seven
andstudy.theof
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a presentation 
contains

persistence
contains a presentation
study entitled- towards the abandonment of FC.
Chapter six contains

recommendations 
suggestions for further research are

by the
research and the limitations of the study.

of two sets of findings

among communities
of another set of findings from the

Chapter five is 
study; section

the discussion of findings.
conclusions

Policy implications 
also included here.



CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Introduction

firstThesections.tenhasThis chapter
theofdefinitionscontainsthisofsection

femaleofandfemaleofpractice
thatcircumcision are

theofbyfollowed aisThis
global.ofthe practice.oforigins
given.istheofextentsregional

is aninIncluded
which has been

of thecapacitiestheexaminesalsoIt
the forces behind the

sectionThepersuasion process
theof

amongconsensusThere is
of femaleremovaltheiscircumcision surgery

1992;RAS-Work,1980;genital organs
1999). According toand WHO,Hosken,Adebajo, 1992;

comprises allcircumcisionfemale(1999),the WHO
removal of thetotalinvolving or

the femaleinjury toorexternal
religious othercultural. orforwhethergenital organs
different types ofThere arenon-therapeutic reasons.
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(El Sadaawi,
1993a;

recipient societies
persuasion process and

to date.

chapter
circumcision

A presentation
practice

analysis of the
and Kenyan

the Kenyan presentation
of persuasion,

practiced by different 
historical presentation 

the

put in place to encourage 
the practice of female 
colonial epoch.

procedures
female genitalia

to be persuaded, 
the tools that have been used in the 

last part of this 
practice of

manifestations of the process
practicing communities to abandon 
circumcision starting from the

deals with the process of persistence 
female circumcision from the pre-colonial period to date, 

researchers that female

in excess of

involving
Berhane

types
communities.

partial
other



Thesetoday.practicedbeknowncircumcision tofemale
of the prepuce.excisiontype Iinclude:

excisionall of the clitoris;

minora;
vaginal openingof theandgenitalia

piercing(infibulation);
clitorisof theand/orclitoristhe

cauterizationand/or labia;
tissueofscrapingtissue;surrounding

vaginathecutting ofcuts)(angurya orvaginal orifice
substancescorrosiveof orintroductioncuts);

for the purposeherbs
The most

most extreme

2.2. Historical Evidence

isof modern times. ItisFC not
itas

controlestablishing overinearly times
given aboutaccountstheFrom manybehaviors of women.

it firstwhereclearis notitfemale circumcision.
reconstructionandscarification areoriginated. Genital

traditionalVarioustime-honored
theknown toare

for example.The Romans,
their femalemajora oflabiathe
(El Sadaawi,slaves

20

just a phenomenon 
is widespread.

type II 
total excision of the labia

practices 
world to control female sexuality.

and worldwide practices.
have existed in many parts of

common types 
clitoris and the

form of female circumcision.

type III
stitching/narrowing 
type IV - pricking, 

labia; stretching
by burning of the clitoris and 

surrounding the

slipped rings through
to prevent them from becoming pregnant

(gishiri 
into the vagina to 

or narrowing the vagina WHO(1998).
female circumcision include excision of the 
labia minora and infibulation which is the

excision of part or 
of the clitoris with partial or

The practice has evolved from
the sexual

with or without

as old

or incising of

excision of part or all of the external

cause bleeding or
of tightening

of



introduced in EuropeSimilarly, were1980},
12th century,in the

theInunlawful sex.againstbarrier or
pretextaascountries.Western

andepilepsymasturbation.to cure
Koso-Thomas,1980;El1976;(Foucault,insanity

also believed that the practiceis1993). ItToubia,1987;
have existed in ancientof female circumcision was

the middle belt of Africaancient Arabs and in
It is therefore difficult

inthedetermine countryoperationfirstthe ordateto
thatdocumentalists suggesttook place. However,itwhich

Sadaawi,(ElB.C.25back todatescircumcisionfemale
known inCircumcision was1980;

as
were

pharonicthetheintoback past,fargoingas
mentioned theHerodotusancient Egypt.of

countries theinwhyisThisChrist someborn.was
in the Sudane.g.

permanentalso ais asFC1980).(El Sadaawi,
forthepractice of era

love to mentheirpreventing women
orwar

through theThis1980). was(El
practice of infibulation.
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tribes during
absent (El Sadaawi,

clitoridectomy took place 
depression,

chastity belts 
intended by the crusaders 

unsanctioned

during other times when 
ensured

pre-Islamic 
from making

hysteria,
Sadaawi,

Egypt, among 
before written records were kept.

Lightfoot-Klein, 
theEurope 

societies who

operation is called "pharonic excision" 
thought of 

(jihiIliya period) 
of other

kingdoms 
existence of female circumcision

involved in the practice.
under

late as

known to

1989).
19th century because of migration of

It is recorded

the men were

to act as a

seven hundred years before



extent of Practice of female circumcision2.3. The
2.3.1 Global Trends

130and100betweenthatestimatedisitGlobally
women

2 million girls atarealsoisIt
Affectedundergoing some
Europe,increasinglyand nowaregirls women

primarilyUSA,and amongCanadaZealand,NewAustralia,
AsiaSouthwesternandAfricafromcommunitiesimmigrant

variety oftheillustraterecordsHistorical1999).(WHO,
ofperiodworldtheof over apartsinpractices many

not necessarilythey doNevertheless,ofthousands
Isolatedtherepresent

been somehavenot
Moreover,such customs. someabandonedhave

hundredseveralofauthorities have
some

in the countryonce.or
records ofmedicallive. Recenttribeswhich theofmost

could be based
either on the tribe

lives.inthe district
not always describe

makeonlyTherefore, canone
knowdoWe nottoday.circumcisionfemaleofgeography

placeinall originated one orpracticeswhether these
the worldofseveral partsintheywhether

Nor
forms of
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thousand people and 
have mentioned the tribe only

started
is it clear whether excision began first

million girls and
estimated that

practices may 
recently

form of the procedure every year.
found in

independently.
and infibulation later or whether the two

only mentioned groups
have ignored political boundaries, 

in

have undergone female circumcision.
risk of

the nationality of individual hospital cases
the patient claims to belong to or upon

Additionally, records dowhich she 
precisely the nature of the practices.

general estimates of the

years.
prevalence of such practices today.

recorded and some groups may

FC were



1945;(Montagu,simultaneouslyoriginally
1967).Bethlheim,

circumcisionfemaleexample, wasforAsia,In
inPakistan,inPeninsula,Arabiantheinreported

BaluchistaninandjavaandSumatra,Malaya,Indonesia
Jefferson,1891;Remondino,1890;(Herbert,

circumcisionfemaleofVarieties1893).Clifford,1891;
inethnicseveral groupsreportedhave amongbeen

practiced inbereported toisAustralia.
Colombia,Peru,South America by some

practice isextenttheAgain,Brazil.andMexico
ofUnited Statestheandin Europeunknown. In

performed bywereAmerica many

despite themedicalon
and bymedicalinof

doctors,most
deviations suchsexual asto curenot

betonumber wereof disorders, some
epilepsy,hysteria.suchmasturbation.caused asby
itFurtherand wasmelancholiacatalepsy.

decent womanunthinkable that any
1996). TodayWright,1963;Duffy,1932;(Murdock,from sex

immigrant womenUSA,theandCanadaAustralia,
reported betopracticedis areFCwhereareas

there are1992). However,circumcised
amongstudiesno on

by thepracticed MuslimisFemale
Indonesia and Malaysia and by Bohra Muslims

FC is also practiced inin India,
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century 
condemnation

in Europe, 
from

population of 
Pakistan and East Africa.

practiced
1962 and Murdock,

necessary not only
nymphomania but also to prevent masturbation and to 

of which were alleged

immigrant populations 
circumcision

insanity.
should derive pleasure

(Hedley and Dorkenoo, 
the prevalence of the practice either 

the numbers of girls at risk.

the past,
clitoridectomies

in the second half of the nineteenth

or on

Clitoridectomy 
indigenous people in 

of the

gynecological surgeons
allegedly 

the practice
Some doctors thought that clitoridectomy was

cure a

grounds.
journals



and theofsouth YementheandnorththebothinOman,
where FCcountriesArabOther(UAE).EmiratesUnited Arab

andBahrain, Qatarbe practicedbeen reported aretohas
anddoctorsfromArabia. ReportsSaudiofareassome
thatindicateMiddle Easttheinmidwives
thefromimmigrantsisinfibulation

1949; Laycock,{Trimingham,Sudan and Somalia
1993;Hicks,1992;Grassivaro G.et al.,1975;Verzin,1950;

the extent of1995). However,Woods,1994;A.et al.,Bello,
The Ethiopianunknown.isMiddle Eastin the

in IsraelsettledrecentlyhavewhoJewish
BedouinthatreportsotheralsoThereFC.practice are

al, 1994;(Bello, A. etFCalso practiceIsraelofwomen
1999).Z.et al.Avshalom,

2.3.2 African Trends

In Africa most of the girls and women who are affected
which femalecountries. The at28live in than agemore

localities (WHO,betweencircumcision is
region shows thatthelook1999). atA

according to
the time of Pharaohs,
Evidence indicates that infibulation

later Egypt mummies.
(1799), TriminghamNevertheless,

mentionedhave(1991)Gordon(1977),(1949), Hosken
Egyptians,stated thatHerodotusin Egypt.circumcision

practiced femaleEthiopiansandHittites

theA Greek papyrus in

24

originated in Egypt at 
of the term pharaonic, 
took place during the pre-dynastic or 

several authorities Browne

performed varies
African

Phoenicians, 
circumcision five hundred years before the birth of Christ.

British Museum dated 163 BC refers

the practice
Falashas

further 
Sudanese traditions the "Pharaonic" operation 

hence the use

working
practiced widely by

1949; Hills,



when they receivedthethe circumcision of girls at ageto
describedStraboMemphis.atin Egyptdowriestheir

ofDanakilstheamongst23 ECincircumcisionpharaonic
itnoted atHe1961),(Leach,in EgyptandEthiopia
mileshundredaboutsituated at awhichAntiphilus, was

describedalsoHeMassawa.ofsitepresenttheofsouth
(1980),Assadin EgyptADfirst centurytheinexcision

certainly pre-Christianinfibulationand wereCircumcision
femaleofreportsOtherthesein areas.and
withmiddlethe ages.throughoutcircumcision
thedescribingAeginaofislandGreektheofPaulus

of removingseventh centuryEgypt during theinpractice
earlyFromhypertrophied.itwhenclitoris wasthe

continuedand othersmissionariesJesuittimes.Christian
hisinBrowneEthiopia.circumcision infemalereportto

forms1779 mentionedand Syria in someAfrica,intravels
forms of1960). Some1779; Fleming,excision (Browne,of
but thecountriesMusliminfoundexcision manywere

Christians andconfined Muslims.practices tonotwere
recenttherite. moreInpracticed thealsoanimists
otheranddoctorsanthropologists,centuries.

Carreira
in Westreferred to the(1963)

Africa by the Portuguese
excision andmentioned(1967)Murdock(1945) and

Ethiopians, Nubians and theinfibulation among the Somalis,

thebyneglectsubj ect. and
undertaken and therebeen arehave notsystematic surveys

availabledatacountry-by-country oncomprehensive.no
basedoftenisInformationcircumcision. onfemale
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explorers, 
researchers have continued to report such customs, 

first recording of excision 
in the sixteenth century. Montagu

pre-Islamic 
continued

Galla.
In Africa today, perhaps due to the sensitivity of the 

scientific community.



1993).1993a; Toubia,(Hosken,collectiondataofmethods
isnation-wide data FCreliable onThe

offorms FCOne(Toubia, aremoreorSudanthe
than 28 African countries,more

ethnicimportantnot asasare
people straddle boundaries.becauseFC,groups

refugee movementscaused majorhavecivilGiven that wars
inbeing performedisAfrica, FCof nowHornfrom the

therefore more accurate to view femalerefugee camps.
circumcision as

Thein Africa.
another.ethnic tofrom groupone

theinaffected same way.geographically meansare
in Kenya,For example.

In Nigeria, the Yoruba,do not. the
the Wolof doIn Senegal,but thenot the Nupes Fulani.or

suchpractice female circumcision. Therenot manyare
-Somalia, Dj iboutiThereexamples. three countriesare
80 percent of theNorth and Central Sudan where thanmore

has2.1 theTableinfibulation.havewomen

in Africa.
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undergone
details of the estimated persistence of female circumcision

only country with
1993).

by no
the kikuyu practice FC while the Luo

Ibo and the Hausa do.

being practiced by specific ethnic groups 
type of female circumcision practiced varies 

Those close together

reported to be practiced in 
although national borders 

practicing

It is

anecdotal reports or biased samples using unclear or faulty
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Table 2.1 Estimated Persistence of Female Circumcision in Africa

Country Estiaated Uer Source of information
Persistence OOO's**

Cameroon 201 1,330

Mauritania 25% 290
Niger 20% 930
Uganda 5% 540
United 10% 1,500
Republic of
Tanzania
Zaire 5% 1,110
Ghana 30% 2,640

Senegal 20% 630 Report on a National Study by ENDA 1991

n

Pilot studies in the upper East region 1586 and amongst 
migrant settlers in Accra 1987 by the Ghana Association of 
Women's Welfare

Estimated prevalence based on a study [199'!) in South West 
and far north provinces by the Inter-African Com-mittee, 
Cameroon Section

tlx of feaale circuiieision (no coneenttations of the practice- scattered persistence)
Of Women



(Table 2.1 Continued)

Medium abandonment of female circumcision

Country Estimated Number Of Women 000's Source Of The Persistence Rates
Persistence

Benin 50% 1,370
Central 43% 740 National Demographic and Health Survey [1994/1995}
African
Republic
Cote 43% 3,020 National Demographic and health Survey
d'Ivoire
Guinea 50% 1,670
Guinea 50% 11^

Bissau Guinea -Bissau
50%Kenya 7,050 A 1992 Haendeleo Hanauake Survey in four regions.

Nigeria 50% 28,170 A study by the Nigerian Association of Nurses and Nurse
Midwives conducted in 1985-1986.

Togo 50% 1,050
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1990 Survey by the Union Democratioue des fe:mes de la
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(Table 2.1 Continued)

High persistence of the practice of female circumcision
Country Estimated Number Of Women 000's Source Of The Persistence Rates

Persistence
Burkina Faso ?0» 3,650 Report of the National Comittee 1995

Chad 60% 1,930 1990 and 1991 UNICEF sponsored studied in three regions
Djibouti 98% 290 UH ECOSOC Report 1991
Egypt 80% 24,710
Eritrea 90% 1,600
Ethiopia 85% 2,324 A 1995 UNICEF sponsored survey in five regions and an

regions
Gambia 80% 450 ten's Bureau 1995

Liberia 60% 900
Mali 75% 4,110
Sierra Leone 90% 2,070
Somalia 98% 4,580

12,450Sudan 89% National Demographic and Health Survey 1999/1990

29

Inter-African Co.^mittee survey in twen administra
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“Number of women caloulated by applying the prevalence to the 1995 total female 
population reported in the United Nations Population Division population projects (1994 
revision). NB. Totals may not add up due to rounding,

Sources:
Estimated prevalence rates have been developed from a national survey and from small 
studies conducted by the following (Hosken, 1993a; Toubia, 1993; WHO, 1998; NDHS, 2000).
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2.3.3 Kenyan Trends

diffusedmight havecircumcision tofemaleIn Kenya,
from the Cushitic peoplesnotably the Maasai,some peoples,

1974; Woods,Ethiopia (Murray,fromenteredwho Kenya
influenced by thealthoughKikuyuthe1995). However,

result ofas aCushites,
however.Bantu influence. Generally,

other practicing communitiesthefor ofcircumcision most
are not clear.

2.4 Manifestations of Persuasion

2.4.1 Female Circumcision in the Pre-colonial Era
r economic and socialinStudies shown that thehave

women had a fair amountrealms during the pre-colonial era.
of informal and indirect Division of labor and thepower.

economic role infact that vital bothplayedwomen a
production and preparation of food for the family, tending

all
(Gordon,

thewith colonialism1992). But came
Theof African states

women
To ensure a

agriculturemineral Africa,wealth of was
of producing cashwith theand mechanized. cropspurpose

crop production andcashofcontrolfor export. tookMen
traditionaltheinbehindleft sectorwomen were

responsible for local subsistence food production.

31

might have adopted the practice
the origins of female

animals, and selling surplus products in local markets, 
translated into high status and autonomy for women

forcible integration
into the global capitalist economy.

capitalist system gave birth to inequalities between 
cheap labor supply and to extract the 

commercialized
and men.



I

reducedwage-labor marketintroduction ofthe aThus,
andandbetween womeninterdependence meneconomicthe

whereaseconomictheir power.increaseenabled tomen
madeproductionofcertainfromexclusion areaswomen’s
1992;(Gordon,dependent menthem economically uponmore

contendstudiespre-colonialother1996). SomeMamdani,
inand womenmenthat there were

well as mensociety. aswomenAfrican
and leadership in all

thatshownalsolife.
economic and

imposedandforworkedhadthatsocial systems
crises Africaalien models that

thesis1973).finds
(1996:39) in

goespolitical power was
dark space peopled bywith the colonial view of Africa as a

in thesavages
modern had place.sense. no

traditionalactivities wereday dayarrangements toon
childmale(FC) ,circumcisionpractices such femaleas

widowhoodbattering andwifeearly marriages.preference.

advancedfeministThe
the foridea needof the

after thesocieties more accurately,women

challengeneed totheisHence therewomen.
subordinateandthat encouragetraditions and

women while
gender equity.

32

complementer i ties among 
with

laid the seeds of the many
Mamdani's

practices
valorizing and encouraging those which promote

spheres of
colonialism disrupted pre-colonial political,

Africans

in pre-colonial 
realization that not all local traditions are beneficial to 

cultural

pre-colonial
being able to hold positions of power

These studies have

practices in some communities.
political economy approach has 

re-theorizing the position of

and cannibals where justice and rule of law.
In-built in these societal

herself in today (Walter,
particular states that in pre-colonial Africa, 

purely tribal. This goes hand in hand



femaleofpersistencetheaddressEfforts to
ofthetraced back turntobeAfricaincircumcision can

and missionaries protested thechurcheswhenthe century.
unsuccessfullyadministrators •colonialandpractice

femaleprohibitinglegislationenactattempted to
Africa, theinelsewhereIncircumcision. as

(1958),stand Grovestookmissionaries an
collaborated with theand(1998)Natsoulas(1974),Murray

circumcisionfemaleoutlawadministration tocolonial
ofmissionary bantheHence

butthewith open
Ahlberg,(Pritchard, 1965;the

incentral rolea
a process

that occurred also in Sudan (Dorkenoo,
In order to understand the basis of the uncompromising

female circumcision.to the practice of an
political thought isthat informed Westernframeworkthe

1906, Protestantearlyhere. As asdeemed relevant
ofopponentsvocal Europeanmissionaries. the most

"barbaric." Duringascircumcision.
culturalandworkmedicalthe their1920s, as

colonial circles.relativist
opposition tothese began tomissionaries

instead ofhealthin concernscircumcisionfemale
tissuescarof

mostmenstruation.inproblems

33

Kenya
uncompromising

stand taken by missionaries in the colonial era with regard 
examination of

among the Kikuyu
Missionary doctors in particular played 
the abandonment campaigns in Kenya Phillip (1925) 

1994).

thoughts gained influence in 
ground their

accusations of "barbarity." They argued that 
resulting from circumcision resulted in impaired urination, 

painful intercourse and,

(Hayes, 1975; Thomas, 1997).
elaborate celebrations of FC is the Christian confrontation 

highly and morally regulated sexuality 
and Ahlberg, 1991).

2.4.2 Early Colonial Efforts to end Female Circumcision

denounced the practice
expanded



Although some
ofeffects

missionofforcemoralthesevere.sowere
oppositionMoreover,

andinfantaboutcircumcisionto
officials’withmaternal

Africain Eastrateslowoverconcern
1927,1925 andInIIWorld Warprior to

in Nairobiadministrators
overmenelectedofbodies

toveto powers.districtby
(see appendix 111pass

council, forthe MeruElsewhereand IV) .
prohibitingresolutionscomplied.example

limiting theconsent,a

circumcisers. Theseof femaleall
"Publicnoted.administratorlargely ineffectual. As one

the cause"opinion does benot toseem
partas1974: 114) .(Murray,

into mostwomen,initiation.of female
viewedin MeruPeopleresolutions.ignored theAfricans

marriage andforcircumcisionfemale as
itFurther,procreation.

and filial duty.
and ensuredintercourse.against dangersthe

ancestral blessings.
beenhas termedwhatmark19311929 toThe
circumcision"femaletheaswithin

protestant missionariesDuringcontroversy."
feminist inandhumanitarian groupsLondon-basedengaged

women’s rightsandFemale parliamentarianstheir campaign.
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Believing that 
transformed girls

in sympathy with 
circumcision,

physicians
circumcision
critiques captured official attention.

grounded in arguments
resonated with colonial

years
Kenyan historiography

this period,

importantly, complications during childbirth.
in Kenya doubted that the ill

and appointed African 
commissioner with

mortality 
population growth 

(Thomas, 1997).
encouraged local native councils- 

presided

affirmed parental authority
of sexual

a British 
resolutions restricting circumcision 

local native

preparation 
marked the end of sexual freedom, 

protected one

fertility as well as

passing
circumcision without a girl’s
severity of the "operation," and requiring the registration

resolutions proved



thatof Commonsthe Houseargued before
the dangers itofbanned becausebecircumcision

(Pedersen,mothersandinfants
femaleofrenunciationKenya,

of Christian loyalty at
for thesupportstations.missionProtestant

Kikuyu Centraltheforpractice became a
of forChurch Meru,The(KCA).Association

early 1930.ininstitutedexample. a
sixtoweeksWithin

the missionaries'(Nthamburi,
men' s andyounganti-circumcision

dance-song thatof awomen's
and Africanofficers.governmentchastised

seducing young women,
administrationand

this critiqueof ofperformancebanquickly tomoved
colonyreluctant to enacttheycolonial authority. were

1974).wide anti-female circumcision measures (Murray,

participated in these efforts
of medicaldirectorthen Kenyanthepractice. 1931,In

Meru that it wouldinMethodist doctorassured aservices
either instructethics tomedicalofbreachbenot a

forms of circumcisionsevere
(Hosken,them scalpels tolendor

Bell,1997;Balk,1995;1993a; Gwako,
(1975),WHO (1979),(1974),Hayes EL(1967), MurrayShandall

Giorgis (1981),(1991), El(1980), MYWOSaadawi
(1987),Kirby Warsame(1987),Dareer(1982), Koso-Thomas

PATH/MYWO(1993a), (1993),Hosken(1989), Kluge(1993),
(1994),Hale Kratz (1994),Dorkenoo

posed to
Within

campaigns
Muthirigu,

suggest that Methodist missionaries also 
to modify and medicalize the

during childbirth 
circumcision

platform issue
Methodist

1991).
became the subject of declarations

whereas

performance
missionaries.

circumcisers in favor of less 
perform the procedure

1998) . Elsewhere,

and Elworthy (1992),
UNIVERSITY OF EASl COLLECTION

loyalty declaration 
their membership dropped from seventy 

1982).Popular protest against 
spread with

elders by name for corrupting custom, 
stealing land. Although the Nairobi

Other sources

organizations
should



(1995), PATH/SIDA (1996), WHO(1994), EzzartDorkenoo
Duala,A.A.(1998),Seif ElNatsoulas(1997),(1998),Althaus

(1998),(1998),RuonavaaraToubia and Izett(1998),alet
Gruenbaum(2001),Mackie(2000) , EPAK(2001),Abusharaf

Thomas(2003)(2001),Reference BureauPopulation(2001),
instances ofdocumentedhavewhoscholarsotherare

resistance to EC abandonment strategies.

struggles werecentury, over
order in Ofmoral Kenya.andpoliticalofconstruction

that daughters became
wives.and Latedisciplined andwell not

pre-colonial
pregnancy.situated

social relations.and childbirth as
conceived childrenin which properlyIn communities

embodied spiritual world.thewealth and ties to
wellprocreation was viewed as asas

It also enabled the elaboration of gendermoral importance.
differences and generational hierarchies.

within theirlifecultivaterooted in their to
Thiswombs.

subordinated them. to men.and.
involvementThrough theirfrom girls.distinguished women

older soughtand childbirth.in female circumcision women
fertilitythe maturity and ofto safeguardandpromote

need to demonstratehand. theothertheOn
welfare and theBritain* s

growth prompted thempopulationdesire toto encourage

circumcision and to support the movementfemale ofcondemn
By the 1930s, colonialsome births from homes to hospitals.
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their juniors.
commitment to improving "native"

the regulation of 
underlying successful

and early colonial 
female circumcision.

ability 
reproductive capacity differentiated them from 

It also

wayward mothers 
central Kenyan communities

In summary throughout the early part of the twentieth 
reproduction were crucial to the

Women’s power was

particular concern was

in certain realms,

how to ensure

a matter of material
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Circiamcision in the Post Colonial Period2.4.3: Female

femaleagainstonslaughtcolonialtheAfter
and early1970slatetheuntilnotitcircumcision. was

attractbegan tocircumcisionfemalethat198O's
andseries of research papersfocusinternational

WorldSecondtheexample,Forsubject.thereports on
1993Vienna ininheld(WCHR)Human RightsConference on

femalerefer totoconferenceinternationalfirstthe
The WCHR program urged

arise betweenwhich mayconflictsof"eradicationthe any
culturaltraditional orcertainandofrightsthe women

laws anddownstriketoaskedpractices'* and states
"discriminate andthatdiscourage traditional
1997:32). CairoInharm to the girlcause

inEgypt, 1994, the
women'sincludedand Development (ICPD)

ofresultingThe programagenda.sexual rights in its
circumcision andfemalementionedaction directly

toemphatically urged governments
do awaytoproactive measuresundertaketo

uniqueActionof amongwasProgramCairoThe
for its emphasis theon

upheld throughbetocommitmentsneed Internationalfor
1997).(RAINBO,

took place inConferenceThe Fourth World on
international againstsupportsolidifiedBeij ing. China,

2
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governance 
politics of the womb (Thomas,

was 
circumcision albeit not explicitly.

Kenya depended upon skillfully navigating the 
2003).

practical programmatic and policy responses
Women that

prohibit the practice and 
with the

The ICPD Program of Action states that "measures should be adopted and 
enforced to eliminate child marriages and female mutilation ' 
(Paragraph 5.5).

practice. 
international conference documents

due to a

practices
child" (Boland,

International Conference on Population 
reproductive and
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and enforcement of existing"enactment
(1997: A-RAINBO

Action states3) .
customarycertain orofharmful

Platform(FWCWeliminated"

held in theconferencesinternationalof
action have created and

sustained momentum for a
equitywomen's

established humanhasThishumans.
women

politicalttheinto
and(Mastersonsocial. and

rights of2000:11).

female circumcision (Chege,

rhetoricFC
forms ofandcontained inas

elitism,academiccultural
"trade" languageand

writer's powersthe
these anti-circumcisionAdditionally,

"external messiahtheadoptedcampaigners have
dominationclass andarmchairand

usuallyhave stereotypedThey
circumcisionsupport byAfrican who orwomen
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prohibited 
February, 1996).

rights and in particular,
legitimate goal of human development, 
which to gain comprehensive equity

spheres
alternative

alienating 
intellectual

syndrome"
ideological provincialism.

practice

the practice of 
other

"Any
modern practices 

and

aspect
that violate the rights of women should be 

for Action,

female circumcision
legislation against those who practice FC 

Specifically, the Beijing platform for 
traditional

empowerment, gender
rights based paradigm

and children's

The series 
1990s and their resulting plans of 

development paradigm that supports 
and dignity for all

imperialism, 
enigmatic philosophizing 
all aimed at displaying 
over her/his readers.

popular
writing from the Western hemisphere 
by cultural irnoerialism, orientalism,

as well as a means by
rights as a

Swanson, 2000:11). Additionally^ 
passage have been advocated for but they have not replaced 

J.W.I. et al, 2001).

comprehensive 
economiccultural

usually
activism.

The persuasion against 
literature

has been characterized
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eachandvictims"onlythem preyers upondepicting as
1997b.) Ideally,1997; Obiora,1979; Hugo,other" (Savanne,

writings should reflect thelike otherliteraturefeminist
orientation inand ideologicalclass position. concerns

Feministgiven writer.view ofworldoverallthe asum
circumcision which isfemaleofsubjectthewriting on

liberateof, andconsciousnesstheraisesupposed to
andcondemning the systemswhileempower oppressed women

has failed miserably in thisstructures that enslave women.
from theliteraturefeministtheofmost

stigmatization ofand women
(Obiora, 1997b).

Elsewhere, Mire (2000)
scholars and socio cultural

by otherscholars in the outrage. amongNorth showto
the terrible things (femalethings.

In this way. African
bodiesmutilatedtheir asthe ofwomen signscan wear

to warn Africans on thewarrior marks! on
in the Westernneed to be careful for the

evidence of embodied(i)discourse have double meaning as
sign of African(ii)knowledge of the African aaswomen;
culture. SinceAfricanwomen's barbaric. backward, savage

(1993a) haveHoskenthe such1970's feminists assome
mutilation,"deployed genital and"f ema1ethe term

circumcision. claimingdenounced femaleofthe practice
andhealth underpinswomen’sthat the practice ravages

posited this practice(1978)Dalypatriarchal structures.
"sado-ritual syndrome" structuringinstance theofoneas

"planetary patriarchy." Human rights activists. McLeane.g.

39

has argued that African female 
activists are encouraged by

Mire (2000) goes 
warrior marks

role. Instead,
West has ironically ended up practicing the very silencing 

that feminism challenges

confessing in public 
circumcision) our mothers did to us!
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(1980) andSaadawiElmedical doctorsfeministand(1980)
El Dareer

to control
however,conferences,sexuality. Atfemale

thecalls fortheseprotestedAfrican womensome
circumcisionfemalepractice of asthe aofabandonment

attention fromdrewthatintrusion away moreneocolonial
62-63).1994:pressing development issues (Dorkenoo,

and Daly ofHos kenbyaccused aAnthropologists
500) , responded by(1981:cover-up" Lyons"patriarchal

underpinnings earlierofracistthe

elaborating how processes
"the primary context inoften are

ritual community and ato constitute a
Drawing1994:347).forum for on

others
their discursiveforthe abandonment

and oppressedconstruction of a decontextualized,
1994). ThoseHale,1987;"Third world woman" (Kirby,

calling for the ofabandonment
networksthese critiques by

engaged in antiwomen ’ s and health
Dorkenoo, 1994).circumcision campaigns (Koso-Thomas,

Literature that
and Parmar,(1992) (Walkerand

served validateto themainlyhavewritingfictional
proverbial world.of Achebe's whomourners""professional
while silencingbereaved. andthethanwail louder

mourned (Achebe,very people being 1958).vilifying the

40

social critique" 
poststructuralist theory, 
for of the practice 

passive.

(Kratz, 
criticized those calling

strengthening 
organizations 

1987;

dangerous practice intended, 
international

drawing attention to
campaigns against both male and female circumcision and by 

surrounding female circumcision

the practice responded to 
with African

depicts the foregoing includes Walker
1993). These pieces of

together as a group.

(1982) exposed female circumcision as a medically 
among other things.

which women usually come



isworldAfricantheofdepictionfictionalWalker's
touristic. Hercondescending and

missionaryand
that samewhile
oblivious1997).persuasion (Mugo,

behavioralofambiguityinherentandelusivenessof the
pathetictheperceivesshewhat asbemoanstranscripts.

oftheencountered streetsshe ontheofdemeanor women
without exception,thesethatassumed women.She
which she presentswere

of Africantheofrepresentativeas
women.

of the research that has beenAdditionally,
femaleresearchers onbasedconducted Western

researchersmanyDaly (1978)
thenegation of the

women.
offixation materials. mazesensationalon

classsocialexpressions. lack of
indifference.

she criticizes inwhat
Drawingown reproach.others. she is not

characterized thewhoextensively from
sadistic ventureaasprocedure of female
spectator", Dalyprivilegedthe

the Dark Continentas
moral bankruptcy.violence,of unbridled

Therefore, Daly (1978)
andthefor

1970; Mudimbe, 1988).
Walker's (1992)Daly'slikeMuch Mary
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the complexity of 
poverty of imagination about the

denounces 
female experience.

philosophical outlook is 
conception of Africa,

perspective. 
Yet although she may

Worseley, 
circumcision

arrogance and ignorance, 
be unconscious of her complicity in 

exempt from her 
(1938)

by
circumcision

feelings of other
deceptive

"thoroughly enjoyed by
(1978) perpetuates the myth of Africa 

and

informed by colonial
her analysis draws from anthropologists of

Further, Walker (1992),

moral j ustifications 
rescue complexes (Jablow and Hammond,

(1978) and Alice

Africa.
reeling from "genital mutilation" 

objective realities

in terms

savagery,
legitimizes discourses that provide 

recurring Western savior



the debates
ethnocentric.andinsulting,be dogmatic,to

andbarbarians'of'Talkobserves,(1979)SavanneAs
alienatingand tosensationalisuncivilized

1981);also (Giorgis,seethose who are
1985).Boulware-Miller,

the debate against female

language.
extenttheto

"asof Westernmechanismsthe(2003)
is"ittoshe continues sayothering" women:

definedAfrica asareofinsofaronly as
man/humanism canperipheral.others. asor
the center thatIt

in itsthat.determines the periphery, but
literature.Inboundedness. determines the

virgin.chaste.woman,usually described theas
'Third Worldincludedetc) . Other descriptions have

assumptions thatarepractices'. the otherOn
Western women are secular.

and basedrooted in uponof
of the other.

As frequently
20-30last years.the

ofterms
also above/better thanbutis not only separate/different
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exposes, 
regrettably,

represent him/it as the center".
the periphery 

the
there have been universal images of 

(veiled

pinpoints
Third world

process of 'othering", 
dichotomies, the self is created by means

their own lives". Mohanty (2003)
which is

woman/women
that (Western)

shown and discussed by philosophers and 
much Western

center.
'the Third World woman'

circumcision has also been
The use of the term "mutilation" has usually been 

of stifling dialogue. Mohanty 
thinking

In addition to the forgoing, 
characterized by incriminating

practices 
named in that way

social scientists over
thinking from enlightenment onwards has been constructed in 

dichotomies and hierarchized binaries, where one

hand there 
liberated, and have control over

further shows how in this

that have ensued on their heels tend.

very extreme

is not



part and parcel ofarethe other.
circumcision hascontinentthe

been so
thein West womenreference

underlined(1997b) hasObioraAdditionally,1997b:324-25).
the largerwithindiscoursethe
especiallymale supremacy.economic,

which econo-areunder
Africanindicted. Thehardlypolitical systems are

crucified.circumcisertheandwhippedismother
campaigns have made noThe

communities theythewithattempt to engage

thedebate turns totoday asAmerica
politicalground forthreat circumcisionof female as
Africanasylum and the among

for the abandonment of femaleIn
itsproblem from context,

in even
they continue to putas up

structures andthemselves basicfrom the
femaleinstitutions tothat among

other social evils.
experiencesthe of Thirdofan
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legality of these practices 
immigrant populations.

they want
in Europe and North .

oppressive 
circumcision

present an accurate picture
World women on many issues including the history of African

'dark
highly touted that it has become the prime point of 

vis-a-vis African women (Obiora,

figure
female circumcision abandonment

give rise
. Westerners have additionally failed to

Such figures of thought 
discourse'. Female

importance of placing the 
political context of

imperialism and neo-colonialism,
that

in dialogue
meet in the villages. Instead they pose framed questions, 
interrogating their objectified subjects in order to elicit 

from them. The controversy continuesthe answers

women to one issue.

summary, campaigners 
circumcision have uprooted the 
reduced all other struggles by African 
transplanted it and kidnapped it to the West and placed it 
in the hands of radical feminists. The real victims remain 

the background, virtually invisible and inaudible, 
heroic struggles to liberate



the practiceofthe complexand naturesexuality.women’s
acknowledging thewhilecircumcision. However,femaleof

Africanofpositionthere-theorizing womenneed for
realize that allnotalso important toisitaccurately.

there isHencebeneficial totraditions women.local are
traditions and practicesculturalchallengeneedthe to

while valorizing andsubordinateand womenthat encourage
equity.gender Thewhich promotethoseencouraging

framework for thetheinformsthenargument
for practicing communities to

era.

2.4.4 Capacities of Recipient Societies to be persuaded

2.4.4.1 Acceptance of Persuasion Message

To demonstrate the prevalence of the persuasion message
countries isthe following data presentedon some

(Population Reference Bureau, 2001):
The Egypt country office of the Center for Development1.

developedPopulation Activities hasand (CEDPA) an
effective model for community level female circumcision

education.communitybasedabandonment onprograms.
offormation teams ofwith local leaders.advocacy

visitsand homecircumcision activists toanti-female
These interventions have ledparents of at risk girls.

aboutdiscussions femalecommunityto openmore
the practice.opposition toandcircumcision greater

found successfulbeenhaveOne

factorsstrategy triesThis to(PDA) .
practicefamilies to femalenotenablethat some
focusesdaughters. Ittheircircumcision theonon
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foregoing
continued persuasion efforts
abandon female circumcision in the post colonial

of the strategies that
in Egypt by the CEDPA is the positive deviance approach 

understand the



conventionaldeviated fromhaveindividuals who
though perhaps notsocietal expectations and explored.

culturalalternatives tosuccessful. norms,openly
(Sternin,communitiestheirperceptions inbeliefs or

1997).M.J.et al.
of change insignsthere someFurther, are2.

ofsurveyattitudes. A
(1,200 girls and 300 boys)1,500

least 10atwerewomen

their mothers. wassurveywere
called "The 1997adolescenceresearch onprogram

Survey". Itin EgyptSocial ChangeandAdolescence
the entirecircumcision ratesestimated across
opposedgirls toadolescentsinglepopulation of as
The1995).(EDHS,ever-marriedonly surveywomen

highly educated mothersreported that girls with more
percent lessless likely to be circumcised 34were

likely with mothers who had been to vocational school
who hadand 64 less likely with motherspercent a

al.E.E.et(Omaima,education highersecondary or
supported byfurtherThese results1999). were

6 percent

daughterhavebeen circumcised who aor

2000.
positive results also(1999),3. According to WHO were
Muslim majorities but thesewithin villagersfound

yet matched the of villagesvillages have not success
Bersha. Study findingsElTayeba and Deirsuch Alas
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in Egypt,
1999 nationally representative

findings from the EDHS
point decline in the proportion of women with daughters 

daughter who had already

Egyptian adolescents 
indicated that young Egyptian 
percent less likely to undergo female circumcision than 

This survey was part of a large

(1995) which showed a

who reported that they had a
planned to

circumcised - from 87 percent in 1995 to 81 percent in



El Bershaand DeirTavebaof Althe villagesfrom
circumcision prevalenceindecreasethethatindicate

individualsthatattributed to the fact moreis
developmentininvolvedhouseholdthein were

outside of theworkinghusbandtheactivities, was
household, andthehead ofwifetheand wascountry

community had allin thechurchesChristian

Services programOrganization for
the number ofaccording tocommunitythedivides
responsibilityassumingeachwithavailable.leaders

Each leader develops an

designedusing specially
girl reaches theaccording to the monitoring chart. a

is viewed assheof 13 remains uncircumcised.andage
(1999)The WHOof riskout and successful case.a

had succeeded in reducingreview found that the CEOSS
eight of 22the inof femalerate circumcision
the femalecommunities in Minya Governorate;

than 70 percentmore
positive changesin these eight These

a
theat risk ofwho usemostwere

regarding femaleinformationof positiveclear and
from localand supportcircumcision abandonment;

underway toEfforts assessare
sustainability of the effort.

EDHS (2000)4. The Egypt
the country had97 percent ofindicated that women
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Demographic and Health Survey 
in

to the project's effectiveness:
female circumcision;

various 
spoken out against the practice. The Coptic Evangelical

Social Services (CEOSS)

for a defined geographic area.
annual work plan and monitors about 10 girls every year 

monitoring charts. If,

occurred over seven years.

community leaders which contributed to sustainability.
the longer-term

circumcision abandonment rate was

focus on young girls

one or

villages.
Several factors contributed



that change has beencircumcised. Thisbeen nomeans
According to therecorded since the 1995 EDHS survey.

lived in urban areas,younger.
less likelywere

having their daughtersconsiderhave toto or
rural. and less educatedtheir older.circumcised than

consistent with thoseThese findingscounterparts. are
(2000),the theAccording to EDHS1995 EDHS.of the

medicalization of the practicetowardstrend
trained medical personnelhas also persisted.

60 ofthan percentslightlyperformed more
birth attendantstraditionalcircumcisions, and

circumcisions.remaining
appear to behowever.

2000,In the
had wasa

or
circumcised.

had or planned to have a
and2000 survey.

education were striking.
believe thattootherthan womenless likelywere
of religiousaspectcircumcision anwas

wives betothattraditions menor
in the urban governorates.instance.circumcised. For

agreed with the statement that10inabout four women
circumcised".bewives Thistopreferred"husbands

incompared with eight in 10 women

al
memberswith family andconsult such as
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rural Upper Egypt
The study by Omaima et

greater
In 2000,

that they
they planned to have a daughter 

slight decline from 1995

who agreed with this statement.
(1999) in Egypt also found that community based NGOs 

community

survey , 
and had secondary or higher education

important
prefered

performed the majority of the 
Attitudes regarding the practice, 
changing. In the year 2000, 81 per cent of women with 
daughters reported that they had a daughter who 
already circumcised

women who were

This represents a 
when 87 percent of women with daughters said that they 

daughter circumcised. In the 
differences by residenceattitudinal
Urban and more educated women



ofcreateto ageandtribal
butthecelebrations that

embrace
celebration. Someandseclusion,

declaration ofceremoniesthe aas

in Kenya

living
used the

seven
ofrites passagefirst

was
1996).place Meru,in
impartedwisdom tocollects

values
that

are

words"with ceremony grown

200
(1996), of thenoneyear.one

ceremonies hasgirls who
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program 
the Kimeru language) 
took

religious leaders 
exclude cutting of 

female circumcision including

coming
: clitoris

female circumcision abandonment
alternative

view 
abandoning female circumcision.

the
circumcised, 
female traditional values without 
and includes a five-day seclusion 

and behavior. This

districts. The
"ATtanire Ma Mugambo"

coming-of-age ceremony 
and the presentation of 

rites of

(circumcision by Words" in 
developed by PATH AND SIDA and 

(PATH/SIDA, 1996). The
program 
girls when they are 
to encourage positive 
physical circumcision 
period to teach girls adult 
culminates in a one-day, 
includes feasting, gift giving, 
graduation certificates. Alternative 

gaining community acceptance and
by community elders and the Kenya Medical Association, 
•phe "circumcision with words" ceremony has 
rapidly, beginning with only 12 families and growing to 

families in three divisions in the district after 
According to PATH/SIDA 
participated in alternative

passage
are endorsed both

Maendeleo Ya Wanawake Organization (MYWO) 
was formed in 1952 with the objective of improving the 

standards of families and communities. MYWO has 
alternative coming of age program to encourage 

in seven of Kenya's 63

5. The

other aspects of 
information sharing

public

Kenya 
traditional

adapts these messages



familiestheir coreare abeen
group

Kapchorwa, with theincommunitySabiny6. Uganda's
Population Fund,Nation'sUnitedtheofsupport

CommunityandEducationthedeveloped
sensitizedThe(REACH, programHealth Program

association and clanelder'sSabinytheofmembers
District the harmfultoinleaders

result of theAs aofeffects

including elders;
to serve as peer

home

and healthattendantsbirth■ Training
health. familychildandinworkers
theand negativeskills.delivery

effects
day designed todistricta

dispel taboosand andvaluescelebrate

andprocessthe
addressed the basicItof
community whileof alsoneeds

The project
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The project 
decision-making

■ Establishing 
cultural

Uganda's Kapchorwa 
circumcision.

Reproductive,
1995).

implementation 
reproductive health
targeting abandonment of female circumcision.

during the holidays;
traditional
basic maternal

“ Using community
groups within the community,

■ Selecting and training adolescents 
educators for fellow students in school and at

planning and
of female circumcision.

cultural

circumcised, they and 
strongly motivated to recruit others.

to represent the passage
project has several out-reach components (REACH,1995): 

seminars and workshops for target

harmful practices.
successfully involved community leaders in 

and in the design

female
program, the male elders resolved to replace the actual 
cutting with symbolic gift giving and other festivities 

into adulthood. The REACH

the project.
the



collaboration with many different partners
agencies the(e.g.,donorinternationalfrom

and theFederationParenthoodPlannedInternational
in-countryandDevelopment)forNorwegian Agency

AssociationPlanning ofFamily{e.g.,
sensitiveculturally andusedit a

female circumcision rather than
Since its inception in 1996; the

a
statistics REACHtocommunity.

who have beenwomenstaff.
in Fortwo years.circumcised

as
(REACH, 1995).1994

subject of female
adolescentsofnumberincrease theinan

femaleofeffectsharmfultheawareness
and a

femaleseminars about
awarded UNFPA'sElders wereSabinyeffects. The

in therole REACHtheirfor1998inPopulation Award
project.

women's Health,Researchfor on7. foundationThe
BAFROW estimated thatEnvironment

in the Gambia practice
70 ofpercent thecircumcision overfemale
undergone eitherhaveand women

The age at which girls and
from about five toarewomenyoung

1997). 1999In (BAFROW)(BAFROW,of18 ageyears
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creating 
circumcision;

organizations
Finally,

Productivity and the 
six out of eight ethnic groups 

and that <

example, 544 girls and
compared with 854 girls and
Other favorable results have been greater dialogue on the 

circumcision and reproductive health, 
involved in

country's girls
clitoridectomy or excision.

circumcised varies

positive impact on the Kapchorwa 
compiled by

on
greater demand for awareness-raising

circumcision and its associated

REACH project has had
According 

the percentage of girls and 
decreased

Uganda). 
"persuasive" approach to 
a more condemnatory one.

by 36 percent
women were circumcised in 1996,

women in

drew on close



circumcisers identified in101that of the
Gambia,of the 30 haddivisionsthree

practice. the NimaminaInabandoned therecently
in 1997, onlydistrict

12 girls were
baselineDistrict, studiesFulladnin the

In412to
holistic interventionforegoing athe

intereststhe andinto accounttookthat
BAFROW worked closely

rite ofa passagelocalwith
important ofaspectsthethat

conducted girlsisin Senegal8. Female circumcision on
is practicedItand 112between the ofages

of the countrySoutheastand the
centperand research

femalehasof femalethe
Successful persuasioncircumcision

wereactivities to
TOSTAN, whicha

community organizations
womenand

from the
theformulated a

in womenTOSTAN
relatedinformation health.toliteracy
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girls circumcised in
BAFROW designed

program 
training and

population 
1995).

reported
administrative

years^’
mainly in the North 

estimates that approximately 20 
undergone

strategy 
aspirations of all stakeholders.

communities to design

specifically BAFROW found that,
circumcised compared to 92 girls in 1996.

ceremony tnat emphasized
Gambian culture while doing away with circumcision.

Similarly, 
showed that 190 girls were circumcised in 1997 compared 

1996. In order to achieve

’ The different ages represent variations according to ethnic groups and 
geographic region. Anecdotal evidence gathered during TOSTAN'S work 
suggested that girls are being circumcised as young as two weeks of age 
among certain ethnic groups.

(Toubia, 
end female circumcision in Senegal 

conducted by a Senegalese organization, 
mobilized Senegalese citizens, 

international development agencies to support
village of Malicounda Bambara. Mackie (2000) 

participatory approach model namely 
Senegal which provided with



give thesolving themrights and problem tohuman
femaleconfidence abandonself toinformation and

been applied throughhascircumcision. This strategy
been successful inhasitandthe TOSTAN program

practicethe of femaleendtopublic
declaration havetocircumcision. appears

Once
their pledge andwithvestedare

At the end of
105 villages

end

Presidentpoint of view.
lead.the Thefollowtovillagesother

successful strategya

hadfemalelikeThis
and was required for a
of the and forfor the women.

Technical Assistancethe German9. In inGuinea
FCon(GTZ) otherand

different werethatfound out
4
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proper marriage, 
the honor of the family.

enough families pledge to end 
keeping

called upon
TOSTAN strategy is modeled after 
to end foot binding (the act of wrapping 

heel and toe together) (Mackie, 2000).
circumcision

foot to push the 
cultural practice

existed for thousands of years 
virtue

The public
been pivotal in causing rapid and universal abandonment 
of female circumcision in various villages in Senegal.

female circumcision

conducted with women in only 30 villages, 
voluntarily presented the new information to 

neighboring villages not participating in the program. The result was 
that 105 villages were informed of their human rights and the harmful 
consequences of female circumcision and subsequently pledged to abandon 
the practice.

Education classes were
However, those women

a young girl's

they 
convincing others to oppose the practice, 
the program in 1999 TOSTAN reported that 
representing approximately 80,000 people pledged to 
female circumcision in their communities From a policy

Diouf also commended them and

persuading women and other community members to make a 
declaration

2000, 
partner organizations working 

generations "worlds



issues includingvariousapart''
an

localtheusinggroups
trained toandold weretheBoth young2000).

understanding andinvaluethereunderstand that was
lessonsOtherother.eachofviewstheharmonizing

need foremphasized thehavethefrom programlearnt
minimizeorder toincommunicationmore

qualitative surveyIn 2003 a
and 40 controlof 40

Guinea) wastheinfamilies
find outconducted to

suchissuesrelation to ashad changed ingenerations
showed that theFindingsHIV/AIDSFC,
reported more

towards theopennessby mutuala
members (Sexualfamilyotherofneedsproblems and

Health Exchange, 2004).

Active Rejection of Persuasion Message2.4.4.2

notion of the need totheissue brings in

"parent"theand ordifference between
oncould beguardian who

of the conceptcontextThebehalf of minor.a
child who hastheisherewithdealt nobethat will
thisin study. theelsewheresaidbeenhasAsagency.
usually depictedtheof

as
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and sexuality.
participants

This was characterized

persuasion campaign has
either passive victims or active

history 
circumcising societies

open 
differences and conflict.

families of workshop participants
(upperFaranah region

whether the relationship between

families of workshop 
intergenerational communication.

interest in, and

The above 
define the concept "recipient' . 

the "initiate"
receiving the persuasion message

"recipient"

This is because there is a

in their world view on

whose aim was to
intergenerational dialogue program 

promote understanding within different 
languages and facilities (GT2,

FC. They designed



female circumcisioncriminals'
societiestheseofthatreality shows someHowever,goes.
haveothers notabandonmenttheacceptedhave

while
and have not anynothaveothers

resisted it.way
thebyeffortblindthecolonialthe eraDuring

for example,in KenyacircumcisionfemalebanBritish to

resistancenationalisticofclandestine
familiesthatKenyatta1938).

measures

theirtoand werecultural
withpersons.ofhandstheateven

clarified(1938)Kenyatta
the need toresistance was

thestill regarded aswasunderstand that
hadwhich enormousofvery anessence
implicationsand

DistrictwasDocumentary
Commissioner J. A.

Africanthe Merucircumcision at abana on
council) inlocaltheDistrict Council

atThe ban onMarch 1956.
violently andtimes, was

breakingjustify awaytoKenyain central
churchindependence thattheformchurch tomainstream

this resistance,ofcircumcision. Becausefemaleallowed
administrationcolonialtheand
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(Kenyatta, 
who interpreted the

daughters 
inevitable tragic consequences, 
that the critical lesson of the

(formerly,
female circumcision was resisted.

used by the nationalist movement
from the

the missionaries
compromised by allowing what they called a minor operation

accepted the message
accepted the message

prompted 
unskilled

educational, social, moral,
quite separate from the operation itself.

evidence suggests it
first introduced the topic of

and redefined its significance as acondemned it to secrecy 
custom and symbol 

(1938) explains 
imposed by the colonialists as 

with their freedom, social customs, 
circumcise

a flagrant interference 
beliefs

in so far as the practice of

message;
and have vigorously resisted it.

in

Cumber who
meeting of 

native

the operation
institution,

religious



trained midwivesusingfacilities sohealthincontinueto
The missionaries1998).toas

nevertheless
whichfeastingtheand

to
(Ahlberg,ritualthe

thedemonstratesin Meruban1956theofanalysis
sexualofdiscoursesuniversalisticoflimitations

wellhealthwomen’sand asasrights.humanoppression,
forother""the antodeferencepoststructurelist
femaleofcomplexitiessocialtheofunderstanding

hasinternational controversytheWhereascircumcision.
patriarchalofvictimsand aswomengirlslargely cast
effortsgirls' toadolescentofexaminationvalues. an

women asin Merucircumcise each other
239) .central actors

transform them intogirls’
to ignorewould beadult towomen
regulatedhow institutionthe

andbetween women.menasrelations

thedefendand tend towomen
officials andColonialcounterparts.than maletheir

femaletoadherencefemalemissionaries
of butwomen.circumcision to the

319) , hasBoddyanthropologistcontemporary
efforts towomen * s preserveasexplained such

thenthe1989,In
condemned FC saying:
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situates girls and
Yet to reduce adolescent

among
Observers of female

avoid infections (Natsoulas, 
succeeded in banning the public celebrations, 

imparted

adherence 
with which to negotiate subaltern status 

with men."
"bargaining tools
and enforce their complementarity

President of Kenya Daniel Arap Moi

attributed 
inherent "conservatism" 

(1989:

women as well 
circumcision have long noted that girls 

institution more vigorously

the dances, the songs 
sexual knowledge to the initiated girls and gave meaning 

1991; Githiga, 1996). A historical

(Lerner 1986: 
belief that circumcision would 

patriarchal conspiracy 
of female initiation



modern Kenya. Myinandoutdatedis"FGM
timestha t are

modernare no
December,

thousands ofcondemnation.Immediately

emergingbeenhassect an'Mungiki', a
1992. toIt attemptssinceinitiative in

It is the
beenhasthat groupmovement promost recent

ofthe Governmentinembroiled
They claim thatthey startedsince

of theseisFCthat onevalues.
should undergo.andwhichvalues. women

believing sects among whom is the 'Mungiki'the all
was quoted saying:

who havebecause(FC) ,advocate that^'We act women

traditionally sexuallyclitoridectomisedbeen are

who have not been. Thesethose womencontrollable. unlike

May,cause

1999. pg 3) .

In their opinion.

whole.
result ofAs asupported by "all

dubbed "thebeenhavememberstheir theteachings.
and backwardness". Theheralders of primitivity
400,000 and 1.5 million adherentssaid to have betweenare
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controversy especially with 
their campaign.

to the traditional African

uncircumcised girls bring defilement 
And this view should be

girls were circumcised.
religious

Kenya 
they want their people to return

They obstinately argue
girl-children

who claims to be the spiritual leader of

(uncircumcised women)

of prostitution"

compatible

1989, pg. 3) .

unique initiative in Kenya
promote the practice of FC forcefully and openly.

is pro FC. The

"Mungiki"®

^Thaai - means peace 
® Mungiki’_means multitude

Ngonya wa Gakonya, 
'Thaai'5

people accept 
practices that are no longer 

lifestyles" (Kenya times, 30’" 

following his

such are a

to the Kikuyu community as a 
culture loving people".

are never

unacceptable 
changing and discard social 

wi th

sexually satisfied and as 

(Sunday People, 23^^



2002 theearly Marchtheir youth.in Inmostlywho are
involved intogether with another group"Mungiki" wassect

slumof the20 people inof aboutdeathsviolentthe one
2002 3) .March15th{Sunday Nation,Nairobiin pgareas

outlawed theof Kenyathe Governmentthen groupSince
thedeemed threat tothatalongside other aweregroups

security of Kenya.

2.4.4.3 Non- Acceptance of Persuasion Message without
Resistance

families andfallsthis category manyIn very
who quietlycontinentAfricantheindividuals

homecontinue to or
andwith withoutfacilitiesmedicalin ceremony.pompor

theirquestion authorityhave chosenThey tonot over
circumcision activities. This is perhaps theabandonment

that is responsible for the growing numbers ofgroup ever
circumcised girls and women in Africa.

2.4.5. Forces of Persuasion
conducted by WHO,fromAccording datato surveya

implementinternational NGOSnational and(1999) local.
representing 84majority of abandonmentFC perprograms

Governmenttherespondedof those who tocent survey.
agencies represent 11 per cent of the respondents while 44

district level36regional and centpercent areperare
revealed that thereThe country assessments areprograms.

activitiesabandonmentdistinctthree that FC areways
(majority of whichcarried out: national level programs are

Inter African Committeeby national committees of therun

57

throughout 
circumcise their daughters whether at



Non-governmentalPractices),TraditionalHarmfulon

nationaldecades,past two
abandonment ofvarious approaches tousedhave encourage

female circumcision. study conductedIn a
found that approaches(2001),

authorities financialoutsidethat have oron
than those that havesuccessfullessbeenhaveincentives

Faithchange.behavior basedcommunity basedfocused on
thein persuasionalso beenhave actors

thehas longestchurchTheeffort.
the mothers1997history of fighting FC. In

toEastunion in Mount Kenya

described and ofoutdated.as unnecessary

the negative aspects publicly declaredof FC, few have
their support for FC.

2.4.6 Tools of Persuasion

as

and
affected countries have drafted specific laws or regulation
banning the practice.

rights held in
China (1995), whereCairo Beijing,(1994) and in FC

attention humanreceived rightsdeal ofgreat as aa
concern.
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diocese appealed to parents
The practice was

the practice of 
by Rahman and Toubia, 

relied

To date, 
a number of industrialized nations with immigrants from

One of the tools of persuasion has been the use of law 
a deterrent against the practice of female circumcision.

about half of the countries where FC is prevalent

after the UN conferences addressing women's

the stakeholders have persistently spoken or written about

Most of these measures were initiate

it was

organizations (NCOS) networks and community based programs.
Other study findings by WHO (1999) show that over the 

governments and donor agencies

stop the practice of female circumcision.
While majority

organizations
Anglican protestant

for example.



of female
An

ancircumcision
inculture

debatesFC
ofthebecause internationalanand localautonomy moralresultinghumanofdefinition arethetolawsnational

reflectlawsthatAssuming
femaleoneculture

Instead/

to

foroutside
keyisLaw a1998).1963;(Gusfield; &
Forreality.ofin the
thebolsterexample.

of an
L.abandonto byanas1999). Laws areal. countries towithinworktointernational

(El Dareer,thesocieties to
inthisIn

whetherof

individuals are
FCTo demonstrate

datathecountries.
2000:Department,Stateto
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perception 
societies

ingredient
African

examination of the 
(FC) provides 

of

Boyle 
social

way,
efforts.

female
viewed

might expect
countries where the 

laws

procedure 
national

precisely
sovereign

practicing 
according

the laws that 
following

countries'
international

circumcision
consensus

(Edelman, 
invitation

persuade
1982:96).

circumcision 
practice is prevalent 
in these countries

persuade
et

conditions, 
condoned in 

1984:36-57).
directed at persuading 
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marked drop
1 accompanied by 

of the

They 
comprehensive, 
and the need 

communities.

FC 
in the Gambia, 

restructured 
named "initiation 

/q/wi/rls/rep/9276._htm) . 
trained

reputation 
work over many 
conducted. The 

in targetted 
women's support 
http://www.state.gov 
the experience, BAFROW 

all levels

for the
/q/wi/rls/rep/9216 

recommended 
capacity 

this

Foundation for Research 
Environment (BAFROW) has begun 

enthusiastic response.
reproductive 
level. The

possible
and trust for BAFROW'S 

history of good
was

which
http://www.state.gov 

their assistants

a survey
in the rate of

a rise in

and their assiswuw were 
curriculum. Simultaneous outreach efforts 

community members and parents about
Advocacy wor. helped gain political support for the effort.

By April 1999, 296 girls had undergone the new rrtua .
The positive results of the project were 
of sustained community-level support 

that had been generated by its 
years. During the same year 

results showed a i 
This was 

abandonment 
3.htm). As a 
in-depth participation 
building of partner 

demonstrated the 
collaborative 
uninterrupted

worked
including

began

address
1991,

several
abandonment program

The results were
of passage

local
research on

the new
because

http://www.state.gov
tp://www.state.gov


6. Djibouti

In
inFCon In

as
femmes

Cross

on
of aasisFC
change.

of
on

7. Uganda

the

andwin
1990 by-lawathe

stating: lawTheFC
a forcetowhenwere
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coverage
workshops
trains village

committee
the support

In

encourages
seminars
Djibouti also

In 1990 the
against

to undergone 
they tried 
The Ugandan National

FC.
birth attendants about

Kapchorwa 
for fear of

the community.
They managed to 
leaders in the 

sensitization

of the lAC took up
Politicians from 
crusade against FC 

The lAC

community.
workshops where

'That from the
should be 

girl or
jailed

circumcision.

the early 1980
Djibouti
(http:Z/www

National committee
Justice and 

and Union
The committee

Uganda National chapter 
FC in Uganda, 
afraid to lead a 

of 
the district, 

religions 
held various 
authorities passed 

moved in until further 
would punish 

the ritual.

they
district

time the lAC
optional'.

a woman

-S young women initiated discussions 
and called for the abandonment of the

. Rtate.qov/g/wi/rlsZrep/9276.htm)..
with members from the ministries 

well as from the Red 
de Djibouti 
the umbrella 
the practice

notice, 
anybody forcing
In 1992, some men 
their wives to undergo

(UNFD) was
of UNFD. Article 

female circumcision.
to discourage infibulations 
The Ministry of Information 

information in conferences. 
The WHO representative in 

the dangers of FC.

practice 
1987 a 
of health.

Society
set up.

333 of the penal 
The official

Education as 
Nationale des 

works under 
code outlaws 

policy in Djibouti 
first step towards 

wide media 
and

campaign
district were 

losing the support 
risked going into 

of elders
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in have

theunder helpand somethem beensincehasAn Iton health

as

andCareEducation,the a

in

andhealth
worksUNICEFMoreover,

toand tailors
feltown

forenhance
FC,women

of

on
certain aspects

An
to
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annual 
traditions and

Government
material

work of 
and girls

values.community
health services.

target
providing

Additionally,
improved

focused

Kapchorwa 
selected

given
1995).

and 
examinat.ions

feasting and gift giving.
instituted to promote healthy 

about harmful practices.

one
In the Uganda 

is

they 
through retaining 

and

and
of the practice.

has been

views
of the education,
adolescent girls.

with local

ceremony, 
"Cultural Day” was

openly dispel myths

Country 
supported 
Adolescent 
holistic approach 
problems of children 
activities within the 

other development 
in close 
their cooperation 

and priorities, 
to build upon 

health

women lawyers
abandon FC

the Ugandan 
communities to 

ministries 
(Toubia, 
pursued 
involves

BECCAD adopts 
-social needs and 

anti-FC

positive 
of the FC

needs
whose goal was 

reproductive
promoting positive 

accessible reproductive 
included sensitization 

traditional birth 
healthspecific 

attendants and

collaborates
persuading 

act.

services.
cultural values 

like

support.
activities

governments
and communities
started the REACH project

Sabiny Elders to
through discarding

and providing
Specific objectives

groups including
reproductive

celebrating

districts
Program, 
through 
Development (BECCAD) program, 

addressing the psycho 
and adolescents and 
larger perspective 

needs of 
collaboration

the districts 
They also 

the

Committee
Association (FIDA) i 

human rights 
moral support 
alternative approach 

education 
I critical

persuasion.
of the

, the only district
of the

focusing
discussion
implications 
which practices FC,

to receive country program 
cooperation on anti-FC

Basic Child



I EC

d: a
not

some

FC.the more
a
men are

bonds
in

theParenthood

1996,inits
to have 854decrease

areas1996).inFC,
decreasetheintense.wereprogram were436090,

inFC;and and

health

focus; of culturallyand use
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appears
36 percent 
girls

Uganda, 
and

drops 
community

■ ongoing UN 
appropriate

(WHO)
'Pul ling'

During an 
"pulling: 
circumcision, 

it

funding support;
persuasive approaches.

underwent 
activities

Planned
for Development.
inception in Janiiary
had an impact on '..he practice.

in FC has been recorded (in 1994,
544 -- Tn areas where

the program
An overall

support 
discussing FC, 
increased demand for
Keys to success of the project

■ strong community partnership
■ celebration of positive cultural values,
- addressing FC within a broader reproductive

versus
especially

and 43 percent
included stronger

more openness
involvement;

women's
helping 

the Family 
International 
Norwegian Agency 

Since

s i^rom

on whether 
considered to 

I not consider
health implications. 

of FC by the 
of

workshop issues arose 
system in Uganda can be 

Some participants 
have negative 

4th classification 
classifies stretching 

also viewed as 
to

In this regard. 
Other organizations 
and extend program

Associat!on of 
Federation,

FC because

was even greater: 
recorded. Other accomplishments 

commitment to end 
meaningful adolescent 

information about FC. 
included: 

project inception;

it to be

the clitoral
be female

on 
been recorded

In

did
However, some felt that the
World Health Organization

tip of the clitoris as FC. 'Pulling' was
tl,.t 1. intended to give ..xu.l

tnen to -d..n. In tils t.g.td. It ... "
involved too,

including
the

right issue. t. 
strengthen

Planning



8. Ethiopia

carried outinFC TraditionalCon mitteethe
This bodyof TheMinistry

Peoples 1993 alsowomenon
theone women.

1994
the

"Womenthat
the state

women or causethat oppress
Sierra Leone9.

Welfare (SIAWW

Thomas between

which is the
Westcometocircumcisionbook on

FCdiscussion onisThere nowAfrican. anddoctors.

able tobeen
securedhasIt currentlyisandbodies,associationsNCOS,

77

advocacy role 
the support 

from

policy
had as

secure
collaboration

and religious

midwives.
Although

Koso
FC to be 95 percent.

'The Circumcision 
first

against
December

(NCTPE) .
Internal

Article 
also stipulated 

from harmful customs, 
bodily or

on
is legitimized 

Ethiopian 
National

discriminatory
35 of

(a national Chapter 
1984. A survey 

1986 showed the prevalence 
basis of her book, 
for Eradication', 

out of Anglophone 
within education

circles
teachers and among students.

with government bodies,
of government machinery.

UNICEF, WHO and other

abandonment activities i 
National

and practices
constitution adopted in

had the right to protection by 
laws, customs and practices 

mental harm to them".

primarily 
practices 
under the 

Revolutionary 
Ethiopian 
of its goals 

attitudes

up in
1982 and

of women:

Democratic front 
launched in September 

abandonment of gender based

The survey became the
A Strategy

a strong

The Sierra Leone Association of Women's 
of the Inter-African committee) was set 

carried out by 
of

/Ethiopia are

nurses, journalists, 
SIAWW has undertaken 

it has not

Affairs.
(EPRDF)

by
Ethiopia

of



femaleinfluence oftheon

10. Togo

I ACof wasthe1984in
of the

the yearsBetween workers.sensitizetoworkshopsand
ndwomenmakers
health

The
"The forty-1993

onby

of
andsocialpractices

andchildrenandhealth womenOJobstacles thethatunderlinedThe
dietarysuch as

femaleand
health.ofgoalsthe"restrict of society".all membersfor
Africanofby awasThe andZambiaTogoKenya,Guinea,countries thediscussinginHealthTheLebanon. in maternalmadeandresolution confidencefamilyand child health and.

women duringthereducewould
andpregnancy
each year (WHO,that occur
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that the WHO strategy 
by half 
childbirth and 4 

1979:2).

undertaking WHO 
circumcision on

funded research 
contraceptive choice.

for the
500,000

mi I.lion

development
resolution

and village 
the world 
traditional

deaths
deaths of new-borns

group
and

highlights
traditional

affecting the
resolutions

child marriage, 
circumcision

Committee 
social affairs, 

seminars

sponsored

In Togo 
formed with the support 

1984-90

policy 
region. Togo 
resolution on harmful

Assembly resolution in 
health

circunicisers, 
men in

assembly May 1993
World

Health 
sixth world 
maternal child health 

the importance 
and other

the
and human rights 

sponsored
Nigeria, 
Assembly,World

recognizing the progress 
planning expressed
health of women and children

of

practices.
stated that:

acclamation 
for health that

harmful

adolescents.
persistence of practices
limitations during pregnancy i

attainment of

National
Ministry of 

the committee organized 
health 

the Tchaoudjo

assembly adopted 
and family planning

eliminating
behavioral



11. Tanzanla

launched aTanzaniathe1971,In wheninFC
andof

: 992,

aim Activities
initiatingfocus

harmfulofextentthe
seminarsconducting

surveyaIn
37%leastatItwas FC.theof

There were
thetovillagetrained

among
change.towere

introducetovillagetheThis
initiation

The1310 to thewhichduringceremonyinitiationthebefore
domesticwere

nomadic groupa
onFC was

consequencesthe

could
thanrather
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all target groups 
conducted

years.
actual

group 
assess!ng

government
Dodoma

subsequent
1998,and meetings 

conducted in 
in

leading
facilitator

of 13 girls aged
weeks

women in Kilimanjaro 
continuous anti-FC 

facilitators 
in the community, 

attitudinal

of complications
In

of
a: d Singinda regions, 

bleeding

negative
following the performances 
"What positive alternative 
cultural activity (FC)

girls were taught 
sexuality issues and pregnancy 
1995:20). Additionally a northern 
(the Barbaig) who practice

campaign against 
the prevalence 
deaths had alarmed everybody.

project ;'roposal 
three district 

of parliament.
discussions.

campaigns
encouraged 

without circumcision to a group 
instructions had started two

mobilization.
revealed that
were still practicing

sen?:-itization campaigns using
information

of the lAC was
of undertaking 

leaders and members
the 
governmental 
included holding 
action-oriented research, 
traditional practices and 

for public 
Tanzania.

sepsis, 
the Tanzania chapter 

was prepared with 
seminars for

chores, hygiene, 
others (Toubia,

formed; a

spread
massive awareness

housewifery,
issues among 

Tanzanian 
targeted with plays

of the practice. Discussions 
addressed the critical question.

be suggested to this 
simply telling them it



has not passed anyTanzania

laws to stop
12 . Kenya

variedcarried aarelECKenya,In
Government,actorsnumber andPATH1995,in Junechurches (SDA-RHS)ServicesSevenththe to

andnealthwas

leaders.officers.medical
leaders wereAlthoughothers.andheadmasters,

(andthecovered byissuestheaboutsensitive
thereaction),aboutconcerned

athis
all

andassess
andcommunity

beenhavewhoworkers see75 percent
asked tobeenhave50aboutandcircumcised.

circumcisedtoprovide FC or
girls; over

relatedFChavea Eightyleast once.atFCpercent
circumcisedwerefemaleofpercent
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program, 
including

and should be stopped?" 
the practice of FC.

out by 
researchers.

project 
endorsed

provide
half had treated

quarter 
admitted

community
Based

knowledge, 
of health workers 

clients

of Kenya.
professionals
In developing the 
community leaders, 

chiefs.

on
carried out to identify 

important to project 
research

activities
NCOS,

regarding FC. Surveys 
of health

percent 
curative services

excessive bleeding from FC and
infections. Some 11

they
endorsement,

treated 
to providing

health providers

community resources 
implementation. Then, 
activities were carried out to 

members’

was bad

of actors namely
, and individuals. Starting 

Adventist-Rural Health
aimed at persuading people

The focus of

project’s objectives.
community mapping activity was 

and infrastructure
quantitative and qualitative 

health workers'
attitudes and practices

revealed that about

implemented a 
abandon FC
the project 
community members

PATH and

Day
I 2-year project 

in the Nyamira District 
to mobilize 
against the practice.
SDA-RHS met with key 

re t igious
the



themselves;
to

and are

membersandFocus
was

orin

ifbe
"oldusedruraloffer traditionalsometimesFC:for

asseenare
about
notareto

theofunawarearecommunity
of FC.consequences

thisdisseminatedthefirstAs a
governmentandtoinformation

the workshop.'), a

andwas
line change agentsfirst

activities vjerefollowingTheand
implemented:

health providers,forfive-dayA
FC, FCaboutofaimwith an

andabandonment
interpersonalandcommunity
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the health workers 
circumcise

strategies, 
mobilization

step, 
community

project
leaders

them, 
concerned about

groups
FC

consequences
health

training
increasing

advocacy

with young daughters, 
because they

After
r based on participatory 

implemented.

80 percent < 
question the 
health effects.

it must 
families generally 

feared, 
generally approved of 

and other health

administrators 
"communication for change 
training techniques 
targeting health providers 

advocates against FC.

among 
do not plsn
f value of the practice

trained health workers, 
convince families 
they perceive that 

it. Most

through workshops.
strategy 
developed

circumcisers.
the practice and 
providers to perform 
social misfits and parents worry 

girls who 
workers

confirmed that
and often was performed i

This practice 
that the practice can 

safe

interviews with community
rooted practice in Nyamira 

clinics/hospitals or at homes by 
makes it difficult to 

be dangerous since 
health providers 

women"

respected,
Male community leaders 

supported training nurses 
it. Uncircumcised girls 

the psychological 
circumcised. Many 

harmful

a deeply

as the

workshop
knowledge 

strategies.



communication.
FCchanging

forworkshopsimilarAand
religiousteachers,such asother

andmediaAchiefs.
artists.

and

churchforFC, women’sseminarsandhealthwith
groups.

WanawakeYa1993,Additionally,

an
disseminatingincludethe

theirinstaff use,trainingeducational
andeffectiveness

women,

research.
educateandof the was

ManyFC.advocatewhoagents
abandonmentFCreplicated inapproaches were

onewas

were
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Organization (MYWO) 
innovative

boys, 
media

groups, 
with

refining 
lessons learned,

practices
[ communities.

their 
community ritual activities

FC.
PATH and MYWO’s project, 

about

rituals to 
unwilling to give up important

project.
The MYWO project

Nyamira project by identifying
FC. Girls and

peer
education through
qualitative and quantitative 

project was to identify 
could advocate against

the Nyamira

Maendeleo
been implementing

districts in

workshop attended by 
health workers to design

Distribution of

leaders, 
materials- development 
teachers, social workers,

materials advocating against
materials developed for

educate community groups
meetings

able to go one step beyond the 
and implementing alternetive 

families were often

documenting
(see below), peei-to- 

family life
and

workplaces, 
key change agents 

chiefs, and assistant

personal advocacy plan for 
their own families.

print 
print 
Outreach activities to < 

including lectures 
providers.

since
of Kenya and PATH has 

communication project in four 
activitiescountry.

materials

outreach (girls.
schools.

Specific
and

program tools, 
alternative rituals

and men) , 
dissemination, 
A primary objective 

key change 
project

Participant
in



ana
The
inin

were
week-longin a

were
by community’sthebookletaalso conductof

toisthatinformation
theceremonies.

withouttohave

learnt from the project:A nunher of lessons were

?:iorttoowas18-month timeThe

yearsthata

variousfrom"change
Thesuccess.to

example. moreto
and teachers.

goodestablish a

base
At i: ame"community
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given 
traditional

Involving 
community

Since
graduated

groups 
needed

feasibility
took place

especially
in

Project
andand gift giving

staff developed
its

key 
include,

agents" 
project 

for

girls 
circumcision.

help to pre note 
the

to bring about 
for a practice 
Nyamira district.

potential 
is

that 
framework for 

within

Meru 
the traditional 
training on reproductive

HIV/AIDS prevention, 
A community

and godmothers 
contained

investigated 
alternative ceremony

August 1996. Thirty girls
fashion and participated 

issues including pregnancy
of FC, and

surrounded the practice of FC.
alternative ritual 

the community.
Tharaka Nithi

secluded in

health 
the harmful 

celebration and 
followed.

code 
girls during FC 

49 other

and
personal hygiene.

family, friends.
that

wisdoms and expected 
typically provided 

Tharaka Nithi experience, 
adulthood in Meru

frame of the project 
significant behavior change, 

has existed for many

project 
representatives from women’s groups

■ Participatory training approaches 
for project implementation and 

ownership" of the project.

first
District in

effects
"gift-giving"

Girls



requi^re capacity buiV^>ingalsothese approachestime,

cultural
a

their

discussions toinInvolve
continuing orofbenefitsevaluate

abandoning

heranwas under -ageandfemalesave deep-area
rooted.

achievingtohad

(a) Egypt (CEDPA Project)13

for Development
their

straywhoofactionsthe betteroutcarrytono rms—somet ime s recognizesThealternatives.

awasCEPDA’s
localFC

phases:threeThisindividuals.
Theand

Deviants,first
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girls 
in

that solutions to problems
intervention

groups, 
preparation, 

phase

costs 
female circumcision.

from FC
Development Goals (MDGS).

themselves.
respectful dialogue about

and

from 
community where 

noted that her

of the year
for

(2005), in Kenya 
efforts to

on which the Centre
(CEDPA) has based

among
involved
analysis/planning.

and built

each community's 
successful in providing 

daughters into

"Positive Deviance" is the premise
and Population Activities

anti-FC program in Egypt. This framework highlights 
community members who stray from cultural 
secretly—in order

Positive

among local partners.
■ Flexibility and building on 

values, has made the project 
way for families to welcome 
adulthood without circumcision.

community stakeholders 
and

implementation, 
identified Positive

The United Nations person 
individual who was recognized 

circumcision 
these practices 

contribution to protect girls 
the UN Millennium

can be
Deviance Approach

found within communities 
designed to foster

NGOs, community

marriages 
It was

contributed



ofconsistedNGOs.
on

Positivetheofskills anit.
Deviants,Positivewithinterviewsand
and NGOCEPDA-Egypt,
intothem a

(b) Egypt (CEOSS Project)13

the CopticFor
beenhasServicesSocial
Christianthe Copticinwomen

that
thosewithworks

Criticalfamilies.their entireand
localofrecruitmentincludeofelements
wholeaders who are

and atheinfamilieswithlive
sensitive nature.itsdue tointroducing FC,approach to

usefulmostidentified thetheof programassessmentAn

onrisk; use
3. ocalofinvolvementandabandoning FC;

leaders.

CEDPA an.'be drawn from both thA number of lessons can
the CEOSS projects

preparation inextensiveneedisThere a
ofcommunication techniques

commun i t y membe r s.
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partnerships
orienting

focus on those girls most at 
information

staff met to 
foundation for future programming.

factors in the program design:
easy-to-understand

and support

50 years,
(CEOSS)

among ngus. implementation
community leaders and staff on FC and efforts to 

training, an overview

programmers 
gradual

this program 
assigned responsibilities, 

communities,

Evangelical Organization for 
respected for empowering 

community. In 1995, 
identifies 7-to 13-

rural
CEOSS initiated an anti-FC program

risk of FC, and then

of positive, 
the

years—old girls at 
girls, their mothers.

prevent
Deviance Approach,
In the final phase, community leaders,

discuss findings and distill

for
and extensive involvement



precessthis newDeeper
necessitates

underscoreBoth

thatinitiates

have challengedandValidate

norms,alternatives tosuccessful

14. Nigeria

and Mid--'vesThe
11inFC(NANNM) an
towasaim ofoverallNigerian States.

identifytohealth workersoftheincrease
the need toon

proj ecttheabandon the practice.
were to:

andidentify and describe FCtrain health workers to

members towithwork• equip
harmfulofconsequencestheofincrease awareness

existing andintoFCaboutinformation
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explored 
beliefs or perceptions.

practices;
incorporate

implemented
The

other harmful practices;
teach others about FC; 

community

understanding of this relatively
careful replication and evaluation.

the critical guiding

• empower trainees to 
trainees to

of
focus on women's empowerment.

praise individuals who 
conventional societal expectation and

cultural

principle:
• Integrate female circumcision 

social and economic development

capability 
harmful health practices and educate others 

Specific objectives of

an enormous resource.”

or deviated from

National Association of Nigeria Nurses 
abandonment program 

the project

future health programs; and
• Conduct community awareness campaigns.

CEPDA and CEOSS
"Local knowledge is

abandonment into a range



carried outNANNM
Thesethese
andon

forvarious community
tomarkets,ineducational

v;ithmeetingsclubs,and
ofandleaders.

television.
with input

hov.' ;ver.change wasto
thetowe"some

t.iieirderailif wereweitchiefs assaw
forcustoms..." Reasons

families
womanthe

in some
of FC.effects

the
onhad an

learnt:the following lessons wereFrom the project
andFC

and

in the design,
project was
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grassroots
• Support

leaders

groups 
and

campaigns 
social

of the places i 
to

workshops < 
implementing 
example 
community 
traditional

developed 
members and circumcised women.

the expectation 
girl

• Actively 
implementation, 
important.

obj ectives,
FC

interventions that emphasize 
efforts can 

traditional

trying 
practice ranged from 

when a

Opposition 
trainee noted.

religious 
for

development 
trainees

In addition, 
of the negative 

not collected, 
impact

Workshop
from community

not insignificant,
went

of local
is important for project success, 
involving the target audience 

and monitoring of the

that
circumcised to

or would be

capacity buildin 
have an impact at modest costs.

leaders and opinion

conducting
other harmful practices 

mobilization activities,
visits

there was little awareness
Overall, although comparative 
evaluation suggested that the project 
reducing the incidence of FC.

data were

activities to achieve 
training 

and

educational programs
educational materials

continuing the 
would receive gifts 

belief that a 
unhappily married if 

commun .i. ties

a variety of 
included

As one

or woman got 
would be "visited by evil" 
she was not circumcised.



behaviorschangingaimed at
and

andWhere
religious obligations,
change.

2.5 Causes of Female Circumcision
2.5.1 Social Context

Thereasons.

ofcontrolandwhereit,
1965;and are

In some
love

culturallyviewedisit as a

it necessaryaorbecause a
thatcultureswomanhood. Into manyrite of passage

economicandachieveswomana

Therefore, FCfor wifehood.a
affords a

FCthatbeliefsincludeFCOther rationales
Bryk,1931;Sequeira,1894-1895;(Block,female sexuality
Okin,1984;Foucault,1979;Baasher,1977;Hosken,1934;
1996;1993; Joseph,WHO,1989;Klein,1989;
1998;and Rutter,Schwatz1998;1997;Wilton,

1999; and Lax, 2000) .1999; Morris,Kandela,1998;WHO,
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Lightfoot
Annadale,

recognition
and FC is often

deeply-rooted 
be maintained

economic and social protection.
enhances

intervention efforts must 
behaviors to become the norm.

social significance for females.
they consider it a good tradition

Female circumcision is practiced for many 
of the societies that practice 

female

behaviors are more

practice is an integral part 
patriarchal authority 

sexuality and fertility are givens (Pritchard, 
Ahlberg, 1991) . In some cultures, the practice is based on 

and the desire to protect children by parents because 
normal practice that has 
Some societies support FC

a woman

long enough for new 
FC is associated with superstitious beliefs 

resistant to

• Campaigns 
take time

practice FC,
security through marriage and childbearing, 

prerequisite for qualifying
girl or

for



hasdesire,sexualcurbscircumcisionFemale
benefits, preventshygienicpurifyingaesthetic. or

Luckman,and(Bergerand preserves
Althaus,1991;1992;Kwaak,1980;1967;

isclitoristhe anElsewhere,
1999;(Toubia,

hasFCthatandRahman
(1980),Assaad(1979),Baasher

thebut custom(1989)Warsame
Muslims,byandcuts across

FCand followersJewsChristians,
(ELofpartimportantconsideredis an

etM.1986;1980; Lerner,Saadawi,
conducted in theisFCHowever,

Toubia,1994;(Dorkenoo,discrimination
et al, 2003).A.R.Malhotra,2003;2000; Thomas,Duncan,

controloftenwhere menculturesIn
betoby paying forand FCperpetuate

womenThey alsocircumcised.
where abeen circumcised.not

society isplace inperson's
femalefathers,through

oruncertainty

are

theIn someand

overnoher children;
2000;Shell -Duncan,1995;Toubia,1994;(Dorkenoo,either
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daughters 
who have

promiscuity
Assaad,

virginity
Ahlberg,

FC is practiced, 
their

producers
prospective husband’s
of the bride, giving his

she herself has

may refuse to marry
Additionally in communities 

determined by lineage traced 
reduces the

Ahlberg, 
broader context of gender 

1995; Shell -

1997; and Warsame, 1989) .
unhealthy, unattractive and/or ■ lethal organ

Toubia, 2001). Muslims argue

surrounding
sexual activity 

practice circumcision vary 
receive little education and

sources of labor

is practiced
of indigenous religions.

gender identity
al, 2000).

significance
(1989) and

paternity by 
outside of marriage.

in many ways,
valued primarily for 

of children.
family pays bride price to the family 

family the right to her labor and 
right to or control

religious
Lightfoot-Klein

religions

circumcision
discouraging

preventing women’s 
Although the societies that 

most girls 
their future role as

communities.



girl’s2003). Aal,etA.R.Malhotra,2003;Thomas,
family’sheressential toconsideredbe

bride price.
atowell as

ensuretheircheck
seethisIn

and
Rahman1999;price"

isconsiderable2001). In many
conforming toresistfamilies who

theintownatradition of
interior of Cote d’Ivoire,

arepromiscuous and immature.
they areusually15,at the 14of or
undergomaywith aA

late teens,remains
anadictatessince custom classwarriorthebenotolder sister may

toconformto

addition.1996).age
fetedare

honoredfamiliesand their are
inwishes, any1993).1975);(Hayes,

theherisitirrelevant;oftenarecase.
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circumcised is not
The Samburu of Kenya considers

Girls

to undergo
be teased and

family may 
to marriage.

just
brother

In
in which the girls

brought to bear on 
female circumcision, 

a Yacouba 
considered marriageable (Dugger, 

uncircumcised girls unclean, 
generally circumcised 

before

In Somalia, 
have the right to inspect 

and mothers regularly

In Man, 
girl who has not been 

1996).

virginity may 
ability to arrange her marriage 

family honor.

circumcision, 
looked down upon by their 

circumcision is

(Mckinley, 1996).
Girls' desires

that a boy 
initiated into

still "closed".
infibulation and early marriage as 
their daughter remains "pure

1989; Toubia,

them eager
uncircumcised may

mates (Mckinley, 
often embedded in ceremonies 
and showered with presents 

PATH/MYWO,

and receive a
for example.as 

prospective husband's 
the bride's body prior

infibulated daughters to 
context.

girl 
circumcision if she

parents
a means of ensuring that 
thus worthy of the bride 

and Toubia,

peer pressure may make 
since those who remain

that they are 
both

A girl's
family-often

(Warsame,
cultures,

age
married. younger 

unmarried by her 
with uncircumcised

social pressure
the



she willrelatives who decide whenfemaleolderfather or
"Myfather.YacoubaAccordingcircumcised. to onebe

isviewpoint notdecide. Herchoice. Ihasdaughter no
littlegirls haveIndeed,1996). very(Dugger,important"

andeducationoflacktheirandtheirGivenchoice. age
and latertheir parents.onresources.

Thosetheir husband.on
remainIf theycircumcised by force.beresistwho may

unabletherefore tofamiliestheiruncircumcised and are
out without any meansthey may be castarrange

theandchoiceoflacktheirofBecausesubsistence.of
girls accepttradition.ofinfluence manypowerful
and adopt thelife,part ofcircumcision necessary.as a

rationales given for its existence.
involvedthemselvesthatstudies show areMost women

female circumcision. Data
on

DHS data for Eritrea shows that men are slightlyand Sudan.
and thatfavor discontinuation.towomenmore

those men
likely asabout twice as

satisfactionsexualof ascomplications and lackmedical
studies have found that men areIn the Sudan, somereasons.

circumcisionfemalebelievethanlikely towomenmore
less than half asshould continue. but are

Kheir, andKumar1982;(El Dareer,to prefer infibulation
1991).Cross,
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in perpetuating the practice of
the attitudes of men have been collected only in Eritrea

they are dependent 
for the basic necessities of life.

likely than
who believe the practice should be stopped are 

their female counterparts to cite

a marriage.

likely as women



of Female Circumcision2.6 Consequences

isfemale circumcisionunder whichthe conditionsIn
extensivelessthein even

Kwaakto
alet(1992),(1998),

(1997),Althaus(1994),
the(2005)aletAlmroth/L.S.andObermeyer
thefromresultingphysicalpotential

carried outoftenBecausenumerous.are
immediatean

severeas

orof
woman,

services aonceor
risk ofhighveryaThere

tissuescarinfection.
aalsoand cysts. Female

thateffectslabor.woman’s or

menstrual
infertilitytract

and pain from damaged nerve

long-to cause
opening isBecause

andinfections are common,
becausebladder ofandformstones may
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of ulcers,
interfere with

(1991), 
Dorkenoo

complications
FC

(1999),Toubia
(2003),

pain.
which can lead to shock,

infections, 
suffer from abscesses 

initial wound has healed, 
particularly likely

the urethral

commonly result 
resulting in repeated urinary 

flow, which may

woman may
endings long after the

Infibulation is
term health problems.
covered, repeated urinary tract

in the urethra

such
influenced by the type 

struggle by the girl 
conditions, inexperienced

is
effect of the procedure is 

bleeding.

complication occurs.
with documented reports 

circumcision may
pregnancy or labor. Other lasting 

from FC procedures include urine retention, 
infections and obstruction in 

lead to frequent reproductive 
and chronic pelvic pain. A

FC performed, the degree 
unsanitary environmental 

practitioners or inadequate medical 
is

Africa, 
potentially serious complications.

Lightfoot-Klein (1989), Davis
Dirie,W.

procedure 
without anesthesia;

Short-term complications, 
are greatly 

of

(1982),
Dirie

generally performed 
types of FC can lead to
According

Ahlberg
(1994),



1994; and1992; Toubia,(Dirie,obstruction and infection
menstrual flow1994) .Fraser,

infectionsleading toblocked,bemay
early studysterility. Onefertilityloweredand or

sterility inof northernof20-25%thatestimated cases
1966; and(Mustafa,infibulationlinked tobeSudan can

Without de-infibulation before2001).al.Marison, L.C. et
life­causinglaborobstructed occur.childbirth, may

and infant.motherbothforthreatening
countries wherein manybirthratesBecause are

infibulation scar maywoman’sinfibulation is practiced. a
reproductiveherduringtimesbe andcut re-sewn

clitoris and otherIn addition.years.

the consummation ofsexual pleasure. For
smallof thebecausetois

the scarlacktheand
and Marison, L.C. et1966;itforms

theoroccur,mayandTearing
allow fortobe cuthavemayscar

Infibulation maypenetration.
300 polygamousIn a study offor women:well as

had beenwhowifehadwhom oneofSudanese eachmen,
266 expressedhad not,whoinfibulated and moreorone

for the uninfibulated wife. In
second uninfibulatedaaddition. 60
difficulties theytheofwife because

scarred vaginalwife.firsttheir
inelastic after eachmorebecame
conditions, maritalsuch1967).

study found thatforSudan, oneInaffected.
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If the opening is very small, 
reproductive tract

be painful
of elasticity in

definite sexual preferences 
said they had married 

penetration
whose

many 
the cutting of the

woman's ability to experience

2001). 
infibulation

sensitive tissue may reduce a 
infibulated women.

(Mustafa,
bleeding

niarriage is likely 
vaginal opening 
tissue that 
al.

opening 
birth (Shandall, 
dissolution may occur, especially if 

example.

to be cut open
make intercourse unsatisfying

a woman's fertility is

for men as

experienced with
progressively

Under

complications
high



infibulated women women

Thus, practice that is justified makinga as
girls marriageable and safeguarding their fertility may
actually increase the risk of marital dissolution and sub­
fertility (Balk, 1997).

that given the known medical
relatedcomplications and of femaleconsequences

circumcision, why does the practice continue? First, it is
for few dataunclear occur.

societies in whichinSecond,are based on self-reports.or
arisingfew fromuncircumcised. problemsremainwomen

female circumcision likely to be partare
of associated withbeand notlifea evenmay

(1989), Kandela
(2000),(1999) Lax

ofconsequences
adequatelythesebut

2.7 The Human Rights Context of Female Circumcision

NationsUnited hasthe paidSince the
as

the United and theWHO,
Fund haveChildren’s (UNICEF) releasedUnited Nations
abandonmentthe of thecalling for practicestatements

These refer and draw(WHO, 1998). statements to support
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Lightfoot-Klein 
and

how frequently such problems 
available come from small studies

are almost twice as likely as other
to have lower fertility and more than twice as likely to be 
divorced.

early 1950s, 
increasing attention to the issue of FC and bodies such 

Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)

woman's 
circumcision. The most important reasons, however, probably 
lie in the social and economic conditions of women’s lives. 
According to Assad (1980), 

Joseph, (1996), Morris 
significant psychological and psychosexual 
FC exist, but these factors have not been 
studied.

seen as a normal

The question then arises

exist and those that are



from. such international human rights instruments theas
Convention the Elimination of all ofFormson
Discrimination against which countriesWomen, to many
including Kenya are signatories. More generally the Vienna
Declaration emphasizes the duty of States andto promote

all human rights and fundamental freedomsprotect
impedimentsregardless of economic and cultural CEDAW

Additionally, article 5 of the universal(1979) .
declaration of human rights stipulates that: "No shallone
be subjected to to cruel. inhuman or degradingtorture or

UniversalThe idea of humantreatment or
stands in opposition Culture isrights culture.to

personal. local and time-bound. of theArguably, one
fundamental human rights is precisely the right to practice
and enjoy own culture the culture choice.ofones or ones

culturesBut themselves universal thebecauseare never
of culture is that itvery essence is special, local,a

particular. and belongs to certain people community.a or
The problem then in when triescomes outtoone map
boundaries of these two poles of culture. the otherOn
hand. has to be very careful about using cultureone as a
defense or excuse. Authoritarian regimes. for example, are

tyranny is criticized.quick to "culture" theirwhencry
of Sauditold for it isexample. that not partWe are

to let women driveit is on Islam,based asculture. cars.
although nobody ever formally consulted Saudi women on that

Perhaps perhaps not.question. mightSaudi agree,women
explainedAuthoritarian thathave theirgovernments

particular people democracyforready thatnotare or
democracy or due exotic imports that do notprocesses are

’universal Declaration of Human Rights Article 5, G.A. REs. 217 (III).
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punishment"^



We perhaps have to be quite skepticalsuit their culture.
about such arguments but still cannot brush off the culture
argument cavalierly.

worth noting that the concept of human rightsisIt
inideas

(Dawit, 1988; Peterson,
1995).Cook, and Gunning,1994;

rights law evolved ininternational humanobserved that
limitationsrights from thatindividualorder

are bound byStateson

and and are
the exclusive focusthat

operationthe ofon states

state

the ultimateIf1995).
inhumane andofthemoralityof
outlawwouldexploitative war,behavior. noone

circumcision andmaleandfemale
as

problemstheHowever,
compliance. Gaininganddefinitioninvolve

unreasonable ifdifficult.is notvery
usingresearchers culturalElsewhere

cultural relativists.
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and Mykitiuk,
Fineman and Mykitiuk (1994)

consequences
impossible.
sensitivity and understanding have often been equated with

Those who oppose female circumcision

prohibitions
consensus around the definitions of the practices and their

They further argue 
confines

prohibition
doubt.

every person, 
these rights, 

the

obligations in 
of their duties under international law 
and Elster, 
standard

behavior of 
international human rights law entirely within the public 
sphere. The aim of the human rights movement is to enforce 

this regard by denouncing violations 
(Eister, 1987:287;

developed largely from ideas in Western political theory 
about the rights of the individual to autonomy and freedom 

1990; Fineman and Mykitiuk, 1994;

to protect
might be imposed on them by states, 
international law to respect the individual rights of each 

thus accountable for abuses of

poverty, capitalism, 
capital punishment, 
colonialism.

one were to advance as

well as both geographic and economic
with universal



legaldishonesty";"intellectualaccused ofbeenhave
scholar Breitung contends that:

circumcisionfemale mustthey believe tha t"Because
inedvocatesthese

circumcision. Instead they

the best
thewhilepositionfThispractice.

and differingaddressingindifficulty
di shonestisvalues.cultural

(Breitung, 1996:661)

equating Westernbyonlyarises notConfusion
assumingbut notrelativismculturalwith

"circumcision" amongfemaleto
practicethe noton

of thoselivesthe womenofa
study (Boddy,ofbecomehave

toitstated that
subscribe to a

of culturalconceptof human
women'slisten tothat wethe

appropriateculturallybuildto ain
entail inshould therightsdefinition humanwhatof

Indeed,circumcision.femaleofpractice
femalesocietieswithinwomen's

butcircumcision a

circumcision.femaleofrights area

97

bodies 
1989:57). 
and

pressing political issue, 
the formulation of a sound human

competing 
intellectually

elucidating
practicing

way to eliminate the 
reflecting

meanings of human 
view of human rights 
citizenship and the mandate 
voices in order

any meaningful sense, 
of female

Patschesky and Judd 
is imperative 

rights because all 
rooted in the

perhaps the only path for 
policy in the

scholarship 
uniform opposition 
researchers. Therefore, researchers 
only have to take into account the place of the practice in 
the culture in Question but also have to be fore grounded 
in

perspectives
is not only

supporters 
attempt a discussion on

eventually be eradicated,
seek dialogue or consensus with

of us

do not.

in question but 
multifaceted analysis

the subject
(1998) have added their voice 

examine the varying

whose



in the West female circumcision is recognized asPresently,
2001;Shell-Duncan,1999;Kandela,1993;persecution (WHO,

and Lax, 2000).
rightsinternational humanofnotiontheWhile

controversial.is alsoitbroadhas support.standards
otherrelativism’,'culturalofthe tenetsDrawing on

andculturesdifferences betweenhave argued thatcritics
thatinstitutions greatsocialconstituenttheir are so

universal standards cannot be meaningfully applied (Raimo,
it is arguedFrom this perspective.1998).

societies.individual openfromderived
standards andrightsin humanvariationspossibility of

1984).(Donnelly,countriesbetweeninterpretationtheir
rights standardsinternational humanmaintain thatOthers

on specifically Western philosophicalin reality are based
social their impositionand values. non-Westernon

neo-colonialismcountries and cultures constitute a form of
1994). In their application to FC, such arguments(Fraser,

might be used to justify the practice with the suggestion
1995: 27).that it may be culturally mandated (Swensen,

ofthe matterintervention inofThe statecourse
somewhat tortuousbeenAfrica hascircumcision infemale

Africanthatclearit istentative. While manyand

theyto

fewAlthoughfacile aresponses.
it thatlegislation relating to circumcision, theappears

the forcetraditions triumphs offorce culturalof over
legislative enactment.
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be adopted. Apparently, 
flirting with false options in matters that resist rash and 

African countries have

governments recognize the need to address drastic forms of 
the practice, they equivocate regarding the plan of action 

realize the dangers of

2000; and Allan,
that concepts of appropriate standards and values are best

This leaves open the



circumcision.femaleonIn
hapless.presented asAfrican arewomen

of malecasualtieshelplessforlorn.downtrodden.
andcustomsconfinement to

eternal vassalage to
subjugation within the

Abusharaf,1989;spheres"
study would make aitoutcomes. was

of thethecontribution towardsfeminist
basedgenderFCpractice of apersistence of the as
femaleattention toproblem. The ofpurpose

circumcision traditional andas a
visible and allow

harmfulalterwomen
constitute

Infeministcritically central inaspects
feminist model.withinorder ato

needs thatunderstandtoone
who engagethehave excluded womenvoicesthe

There is apractice of FC.
wider matrix of all kindsa

violence againstconstitutethat at
Thiswomen.

and in different forms.
the selectedofexaminationthefromWhat

Gennep (1960), Beauvoir
is(1994)and Sydie(1989), a
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the burgeoning literature 
repeatedly

2.8 Gender and the Feminist Focus of the Practice of Female 
Circumcision

emerges 
literature (see e.g) Lerner (1986), 

deep-rooted system of male

of
need however to be aware that FC

understand persistence 
the past persuasion efforts 

in the

takes place against and within
of experiences that at times

takes place within different cultural contexts

dominance. Their confinement to antiquated 
cultural practices is viewed as puissant testimony to their 

patriarchy and consequently of their 
so-called "public" and "private

2001). Amongst its other

to speak their experiences 
traditional practices. Feminist models of power 

discussions.

oppresses women is to make the oppression 
these and

giving
cultural practice that

(Obrien,
anticipated that this

understanding



The man aids and abets FC through the values hedomination.
The power to do thisassociates with the circumcised woman.

to resources and structuresfrom men's greater accesscomes
socialthe home. Theand outsideinside

havethatisgender lense over women.men
for man'sexample,forre-infibulation.of aquestion

form of male control over both sexual delight
form of sexuality is a reflectionThiswoman's body.and a

institutions that affect the
Sexuality is basedlife. onconditions of an

bound up with this. are
ofthe setandsocialin the structuresfound

habits.traditions,attitudes. customs,meanings.values.
fulfillment and selfrituals about selfbeliefs and

determination sexual andthat relate to
Patriarchy has beenpatriarchal control. used

the universal devaluation of women's status in society. It
determinesis that constrains andstructure agencya

behavior (Lerner, 1986).
in theunitedactivistsFeminist scholars and are
keepingIndiscrimination.basedend genderstruggle to

the declaration and the bluefeminist objective.with the
Beijing provideinissued aaction thatfor were

theforwomen are
thattraditions

violence and apprehension. Thehegemony, gender asymmetry.
also be read as implicating

themselvesthatcertain cultural women
Female circumcision
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practices 
deliberately appropriate and celebrate.

politics
to explain

compromised
institutionalize and reproduce patriarchal

of authority both 
relationship that emerges from the examination of FC with a

authority over women. The

of the political and cultural 
individual's

unequal power in sexual relations and the practice of FC is 
The origins of the practice are to be 

complex

pleasure is a

print 
framework for challenging situations in which the rights of 

benefit of cultural

declaration on human rights can



wherewomanhood termsview womentowomen

that perform femalecommunitiesrite.the In

simply born a awoman.
the sociallyimplementingafterintegrated onlyfemale

1960;and (Gennep,dignity statusdesignated tocourse
removed fromInitiates1994).Beauvoir, Sydie,1989; are

of separation thatritethe of humanity by acommon mass
This ritecircumcision.includes femaleofformsome

discreteintoinitiateautomatically incorporates the a
theinto necessarycommunity facilitatesand

status and role.
of expressing.

practice thatTo defend awomen
have to understandwe
individuals becomethe highly educatedmosteven

and personaldefensive when culturethey feel their
losing theofidentity fearunder Theare

psychological,
is of theone

withdemands orof conformity
mechanism forindividual intervenes adenialneed. as

theirjustify ownsurvival. thisIn womenmanyway.
feelings offromthemselvesdefendoppression. To

deny that FC has negative impactsinferiority, many women
on their bodies.

literature also showed men's motivations inPerusal of the
supporting the persistence of female circumcision. Amongst
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inculcating and ensuring the maintenance of 
cultural values and identity (Mead, 1940).

adjustment
The rite also serves the multiple purposes

attacked.
and material benefits of "belonging"

When the

understand why many 
has negative impacts on their health, 
that

moral, 
greatest motivators of conformity.

conflict with rationality

integral element of the rites of passage;
One becomes a respected person and an

in patriarchal
can define themselves as whole people only after undergoing 

circumcision
as an

is interlinked with an education that socializes girls and

one is not



theexample,forofKisii menthe
circumcision of

thethey toDostatus.

towantthis
thewithoutworkhardsocial status

the are
amongst the Kisii.

He

anotherMen onecultural

a

an

as

socialized intoYet arewomen
Thisfemaleofintents theof

over the
"maletowillyears. I

FC

reflection ofIt
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the political, 
societies

social
violation of another individuals'

consider

is also linked to gender inequalities entrenched in 
cultural and economic structures of

community might 
and space through 
their daughters being part of the agenda.

relationship between the two? Further, 
of food are important 

a man takes

social, 
in which it is practiced.

the discrimination against women in both public and private

respect 
one can throw. This

involvement" factor.

men want

FC which can

through
bodily integrity? Men in 

cultivating their

practice 
feminist analysis of

help in the understanding of why FC has persisted 
refer to this phenomenon as the

throws a

perspective brings in a

and the politics
When a daughter comes of age
show his friends what he is made of.

friends and relatives. It is a
the opportunity to

big party for his 
heritage sort of thing.

according to the magnitude of the party
could be interpreted to be a show of masculinity. Perhaps 

to proof their manhood by having their daughters 
circumcised so that they can have an opportunity to repay 
all the "eating debts" they have accumulated over the years 

they eagerly watched their unsuspecting daughters grow.
Unsuspecting girls are not aware of these masculine-based 
motives that men carry behind the practice of circumcision, 

believing in these good 
circumcision.

is a

What exactly is the 
male dominance

circumcision of

Kenya, 
their daughters in order to 

need to do that

support 
elevate their



inplayedandconstructed outisgenderThelife. way
andembodythatand systemsinstitutions. structures

in thisimportantisthe women
thecontributionmake toto astudy.

in
oftransformationfeministcontributing toofintention a

within thecircumcisionfemaleofin the area
girls andtheofconditionsand women

2.9 Summary and Gaps in the Literature Review

it is evident
that a

female circumcision.of
circumcision is prevalent (Mustafa,female

1987;Koso-Thomas,1967; 1979; El Saadawi,WHO,
1992;1989; 1990;Warsame, OAU, MYWO, 1991;

1998). TheWalker 1993; WHO,and

with thein researchagreementare
observations: Thewith theworldof theparts

and deeplycircumcision isfemalepractice of an
socio-cultural factors

1938;(Kenyatta, Gennep,
EL Saadawi,1979 ;WHO,1975;1974, 1967; Murray,

1982 ; Koso-E1 Dareer,Giorgis,1991;1980; MYWO,
Kluge, 1993;1989 ;1987; Warsame,Kirby,1987;Thomas,

and Elworthy,Dorkenoo1993PATH/MYWO,1993a;Hosken,
1994 ; Ezzart,Dorkenoo,1994;19941994 ; Hale, ; Kratz,
Althaus,1996 1997;WHO,PATH/SIDA, 19961995
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perpetuate
This

knowledge
specific histories
who engage in the practice.

; Hayes,
1981

oppression of 
study intends 

feminist research with the eventual

Palmer, 1993; Toubia, 1995;
issues emerging from these studies show that Kenyan studies 

findings from other

entrenched practice with many 
accounting for its persistence according to the following;

1960; Mustaffa, 1966; Shandall

From the foregoing review of literature, 
lot of studies have been carried out on the practice

The overriding evidence shows that
1966; Shandall,

arousal of interest

1980;
Dorkenoo et al.

following
ancient



et al. 1998Seif El Dwala1998;; Natsoulas,1997aObiora,
1998 Abusharaf,1998; Ruonavaara,and Izett,Toubia

2001;Gruenbaum,2001;2000 FPAK,Mackie,2000
2003). OtherThomas,2001;Reference Bureau,Population

informationofproduced lothave onstudiesrelated a
(Shandall, 1967;practicetheofaspectsothervarious
1995; Rushwan,Toubia,1993;PATH/MYWO,1987;Harkavy,
Shell2000; -Duncan,PATH/MYWO,1999;1996;

2004).et al.C.
intersections ofstudiestheseofMost

development.andgenderculture. religion.
fragmented.isinformationthisHowever ofmost

existence oftheand unreliable.uncoordinated
information; nothe basedpractice onare

samples usedthehave

The result of this is
datathere

available on
the manyofreconstruct the

efforts byThe past1995).FC is Sudanon the

anddictatorialbeen
Further, there1991).Ahlberg,(Obiora, 1997a;
done thebeenwhich have onare no
human rightsof FCindivisibility aas
shows thatliteratureofperusalIn

FC is the
society to controldrastic anymost measure

starknessThe of thereproduction.sexuality andwomen's
reminder ofimportantseverity isits moreandact an
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origins 
challenges. The only country ’ 

(Toubia, 
communities to abandon the practice 

self-righteous
Mugo, 

studies

Reports of 
anecdotal

Westerners to persuade 
have been high-handed, 

1997;
objective 

universality and 
issue. In conclusion

Obermeyer,
2000; Njue,

been undertaken, 
of the use of unclear

comprise
societal

nearly all societies subjugate women 
taken by

in some way.

systematic surveys
have been found to be biased because 
or faulty methods of data collection, 
that there are no comprehensive, country—by—country

female circumcision. Attempts to theoretically 
practice present

with reliable nation-wide data



societies, Thusin otherthatmechanismssubtle
attitudes thatalteration of a

abandonment FC.thetowardsmajor
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operate 
shape gender relations is 

of FC. Theprerequisite 
persistence of unequal 
oppression and subjugation is one

The psychological and psychosexual consequences of 
FC have also not been adequately studied.



CHAPTER THREE

3.1 THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

3.1.1 Social Change Theories
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study
issue

theory 
theory. 
that

scope 
regard to practicing

A critical integration of 
the study

of social change i 
deals with

Reference 
order to provide 

FC within the contexts

that were adopted 
socio-historical 

(1855)

study in various dimensions.
important in this study since 
transitory cultural

’comte's thought has been well summarized by Aron, A. 1968.Main Currents 
in Sociological Thought I", trans. Richard Howard and Helen Weaver New 
York: Anchor Books. Selections from Comte’s works with extended 
commentaries on his thought may be found in Simpson.G.1969. Auguste 
Comte: Sire of Sociology New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Company.

For Spencer’s sociological thought, see Spencer, .H. 1969.Principles 
of Sociology, ed. Stanislav Andreski London: Macmillan.

change 
in-depth understanding

the phenomena of FC within the contexts of persuasion and 
persistence of the practice. By focusing on social change 
theories, this section set out to integrate perspectives 

in order to construct assumptions upon which the 
recognizes that 

of future alternatives

development by
Spencer (1969)®, the structural-functional 

Smelser (1968) and the feminist 
have presented perspectives 

theoretical foundations of this

change
study was pegged.
patterns of change and a range
open to any society; and that whether one assumes change or 
persistence as the basic reality has important practical 
well as theoretical consequences, 
the theorist's arguments and the 
presented in the following sections.

The specific social change theories 
guide this study included: the 

paradigms of evolutionary 
Durkheim (1951),

(1966), 
thinkers
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values, 
been defined

people in new directions.
built-in

relationships
Certain

change. 
faces an incredible

process, 
established

pattern,
patterns
conduct"
persuasion, 

this

importance 
cultural

patterns 
included

inter-group
modernized

may, 
aspirations, 

demand

"significant 
of

society.
1967).

to possess 
for example,

■ disparage
inter-personal
incongruent

impede
change
social inequality.

cases, 
resistance to any change.

of

(Moore, 
struggle 

definition^®

relationships and 
its relative

change theories 
alter social

various expressions 
cultural phenomena.

modifications in any aspect
and as "any

"variations

having continually resisted persuasion efforts 
the practice. Thus, one way of understanding 

this resistance, is within a framework of sociological 
thought, through the lenses of social change paradigms.

(1967) has defined change as the
i. e.

agents have always been
There are manifold ways in which people resist 

argued that, any change agent 
of problems when seeking to lead 

the value system

In, 
Ames, 
Schrag, 
ed. New York:

continuity suitably 
cutting analysis of 
throughout history, 
especially by external 
resistance.

form,"

respectively. Fairchild, .H.P.1955. ed., Dictionary of Sociology.
Iowa: Littlefield, Adams & Co. and Lund berg, G.A. , Clarence C.

Otto N. Larsen, and William R. Catton Jr.1963. Sociology, 4th
Harper & Row.
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1967).

factors thatThere are
(Moore,

is
orsuccess
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in theNocentraltheir
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seen
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thatto
ofto
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(1952)
butare

thewhenthree
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change is understood;not

12 Free Press.
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change 
perceived

including 
typewriter,

crucially 
nation

called 
(By,

"ordeal, ’’ 
H.1952.

current,
12.

argument 
instances

The community 
involves

governments.
contemporary world is modernizing
activities of individual entrepreneurs alone.

however, often

cope
could be

for example, 
to much change in the 

failure of thecontemporary 
developing nations 
actions of

change is abnormal is often associated with a second 
has been called an "ordeal," a 

unwanted agent- (By, Eric H.1952. The

to basic
and when the change is imposed

The notion that 
idea—change is traumatic. Change 
"crisis," and a "foreign and 
Ordeal of change. New York: Harper & Row.

alternating
street lighting,

A closer look

perception of the government, 
considerable suspicion and distrust. In Kenya, for example, 
this is clearly seen in the way communities remain hostile 

government efforts to ban FC (Kenyatta, 1938; Ahlberg 
1991; Githiga, 1996; and Natsoulas, 1998). All this points 

the social and psychological protective mechanisms 
have evolved out of the need to cope with the trauma 
social change^^' The argument could be clinched by citing 
the countless concrete instances of resistance to change, 

automobile, the

psychological 
inhibit change (Moore, 1967). The government, 

generally conceded to be crucial 
world. The

resistance to change casts 
light. For example,

always changing their ways, 
under three circumstances:

See Barber .B.1952.Science and the Social Order. Glencoe:

community fragmentation, 
cultural motor patterns (Moore, 

also social

and even potatoes.
the reasons for the ubiquity 

the whole problem in a different 
points out that people 
that they will resist 

change is 
when

Spicer
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prestige 
potential

upon 
accounted

the supposed
Furthermore,

change.
diversification

penalties 
also cases

higher value 
inherent

example, 
recommended

kind of change 
1969).

agricultural
therefore.

highly foolish, 
practicing 

since a

personal j 
change

priority
that

the
13.economy

The

Greenfield.S.M.1964. "Stocks, Bonds, 
Some Notes on the Use of Land in 
Explorations in Social Change^ edited by G. 
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co.

change. Similarly, 
be understood in

rejection
development may,
other kind of change rather

protests against bans imposed
this context, whereby individuals

of change 
change may be 
of the risks

status,
agricultural
economic change.

economic

change
rejecting 

people give 
of innovations

and Peasant Canes in Barbardos: 
an Overdeveloped Economy," In 

K. Zollschan and W. Hirsch.

highly 
rejected agricultural 
both British and American experts, because of a high value 

- upward mobility in their 
society (Hunter, 1969). This represents a change 
personal life circumstances, which, incidentally, may 
may not reflect societal change such as economic growth.
any case, the Barbadian who goes into full-time agriculture 

for cultural success because of

Thus, the apparent conservatism among 
communities could actually be a weighing of risks, 
particular community is often one in which people live at 
the edge of survival, feel compelled to remain within the 
protection of the group, and must balance risk-taking with 
the potentially great oenalties that may be incurred 
(Hunter,1969). There

because of a

may 
in which change may be 

with other.
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3.1.2 Evolutionary Development Theory

staticsinto and(1798-1855)Comte
similar to"static”The
"dynamic"whilecallwhat we

theStatic uponto change.refersaspect

.J.1971.

no

Spanish 
planned

Consequently, 
beneficial

changes 
including

aspect of 
structure today,

sociology rests

divided sociology 
sociology is 

the

villagers 
them

village;
and peace and security are 

one's

study of 
number of

loyalty to
basic

obligations, 
lead to economic improvement.

proposed
(1971)

losing social 
for not being circumcised, 

also be

eagerly," 
and

family 
pervades village life, 

lie

farming.
however, were resisted vigorously. 

Spanish villagers hold primary 
rather than the village; in fact

of people.
(1971) points out that 
accepted "willingly 
varieties of seed.

extended
told that the latter would

in maintaining the advantage of 
accepted 

their
family.
which were
resisted or rejected changes which compelled them to engage

"long-term contractual relationships... long-term being 
anything over ten days or two weeks according to local 
reckoning." The people were not opposed to change, 
did value an enhanced economic status. Their value

Change may 
fundamental values

14 Aceves

primary loyalty to the family and their mistrust of fellow 
villagers led them, however, to resist change that would 
force them into more extended relationships

Aceves .J.1971. Social Change in a Spanish Village. Cambridge, Mass: 
Schenkkam Publishing Co.

dynamics.
would
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may 
of

or
scientific, 

successive

learn about the sequence 
search for the laws of 

of
through which all must pass.
historical sequence, Comte identified three stages 

(which corresponded to three stages 
human mind). Thus, he posited a

organism united 
spontaneous 
the social

analogous 
intensity." Comte (1855) goes 
how this mode of thinking

own, 
into great detail in showing

(and all the modes) relates to

stages are both three 
functioning and three corresponding

metaphysical, 
positive." These 
methods of intellectual

sequence, 
historical development 
of development in the human mind). Thus, he posited 
"fundamental law" of the development of human intelligence, 
namely, that it passes successively through three different 
theoretical conditions: the theological, or factitive; the 

abstract; and the

Comte 
actually more interesting, 

perfect it." 
human development.

philosophical assumption that society is 
by consensus, for "there must always 
harmony between the whole and the parts 
system." Comte, (1855). Comte (1855) 
"the study of dynamics is 

"contemplate order, 
sociology, dynamism is the sequence 
and each step in that sequence is the necessary consequence 
of the preceding step. As Comte (1855) argued, "the present 
is big with the future." One factor that helps us discover 
the laws of development is their universality. That is, 
laws apply to all societies, so that one could study the 

advanced of societies and learn about the

types of social orders.
In the theological 

"supposes all phenomena to 
action of supernatural beings." 
theological state, however, into 
polytheism, and monotheism, 
the beginning of the theological era 
stage, man "conceives of all external bodies as animated by 

life analoaous to his own, with differences of

stage
of mankind;

functioning 
produced by the immediate 
Comte (1855) subdivided the 

stages: fetishism, 
of fetishism marked

state.
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especially 
cultural

for example, 
by the

pattern
of the

necessary, 
philosophies 
ascertained, 
views, 
that ’

social change, 
each

metaphysical, 
Traditional

church
shifted

modernization
developing
associated

society was 
beginning of the 

affect

through 
of uniform

with a permanence 
subsequent development of the state.

the city emerged, landed property 
the caste system appeared, and 

of rendering the political 
Finally, in the period 

of the theological and 
theological state began to 
for example, failed to provide 

Women and laborers were 
ruptured 
local nature 

aggressive

successfully, 
change. He argued that 
three incompatible philosophies 
and positive would preclude any 

therefore, to ascertain 
must ultimately prevail, 
"every man, whatever may have 
but concur in its triumph, 

industrialization, 
countries display 

theological, 
concurrently, 

circumcision

emerged, 
facilitated the 
the polytheistic period, 
became a social institution, 
war was waged as "the only means 
organism durable and progressive." 
of monotheism, a modification 
military character of 
place. The Catholic Church 
viable basis for social
emancipated. 
universal claims
political power, 
defensive action.

scientific stages 
practices like female 
the basis of theological principles of social

sort of unitorm global
the simultaneous existence

-theological, metaphysical,
of order. It is

concur
and

(1855),
stages

of

and
been his former

order. In the stage of fetishism, 
characterized by sacerdotal authority, 

conquest of nature, and by behavior based 
than on the intellect. The family unit 

residence
During
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evolutionary theory implies 
which is not the

ethical, 
tied

global 
female

and more marked influence of 
that

expansion of even 
and with

contributing to 
(1855) assumptions 
societies as he

arguments as postulated 
theory must have provided a basis for external change 
agents who came to Africa to "civilize" its societies, 
overlap in the three stages leads to labeling of those 
the theological era as "backward and uncivilized". Western 
change agents for example, came to Africa with a mission of 
propelling the African societies from the first two stages 
to the third one. The apparent resistance to persuasion 

inability to be "pushed", 
societies change at

those who are

existence. Such and related practices and 
based on affect rather than on the intellect, 

social order. This 
generalized 

presumed. The persistence 
circumcision in the scientific stage shows that 
stages are overlapping and not necessarily chronological. 
It is obvious that Comte, (1855) viewed change in terms of 
progress. Moreover, he saw progress as occurring in every 
facet of the social order, including the physical, 

and political realms. Such progress
the latest and most complex

intellectual,
up with scientific development;
of sciences.

is only through the more
reason over the general conduct of Man and of society, 
the gradual march of our race has attained that regularity 
and persevering continuity which distinguishes it 
radically from the desultory and barren . 
the highest of the animal orders, which 
enhanced strength.

They are
that, Comte's 

all

the primary sentiments of Man" (Comte, 1855:521)

same rate.
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gaps
strong evidence

framework, 
circumcision more objectively.

making 
irrelevant

pre-occupied
The definition

that, 
thus

with the notion of progress 
of social order

impact
successive
context of peoples

For Spencer’s sociological thought, see Spencer, H.1969. 
of Sociology, ed. Stanislav Andreski London: Macmillan.

builds his theory 
as an organism. He 

and

Life, 
of continuing growth 

complexity. The 
differentiation, 
functions.

norms are

not progressing fast enough have 
persuasion or coercion.

The gaps in Comte's (1855) theory tend to provide 
relating to the persistence of "irrational" 

practices in the positive stage. For example, Comte (1855) 
failed to see meanings associated with values and practices 

female circumcision; instead he was 
towards science.

in the practicing societies has nothing to 
view of progress and social order. It has 

FC does not impact on economic
Comte's

analogies 
and, therefore 

as an organism, 
continuous growth. As it grows,
it exhibits increase in complexity of 

I society or an organism, is 
and increasing structural 

increasing structural complexity, 
means an increasing differentiation

Dissimilar parts have differing functions, which 
are not merely diverse but which must operate together in 
order for the whole to exist. Thus societal components, be 
they people, values, practices and norms are interrelated, 
with each serving interdependent functions. Through this 

at an analysis of female 
There are certain functions,

argued 
development, 
developmental stages 
understanding of progress.

Spencer, (1969), on the other hand, 
of evolution upon the premise of society 
posited important analogies between 
biological organisms, 
for treating society 
society experiences 
parts "become unlike: 
structure.

number
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development. 
transition

common, 
threatened.

appearance 
of

he argued, 
"civilized nation"

through 
community's 

This

parts--government, 
also

not advocate
interdependence of parts is 

of the system accept 
maintain

especially in
However, 

resistance to change since the 
not static. This means that

parts being torn apart, 
parts are mutually 

each is

Secondly, 
Spencer's 
effort to

yet
the others

plays 
persistence, 

be understood

Spencer's (1969) theory tends to explain social change 
multi-dimensional view. Resistance to change is 

social cohesion

patterns 
perspective 
resist its various

the drumming up 
FC from human rights 

In speaking 
Spencer 

the

practices 
interrelationship explains 

for support towards the abandonment of 
activists as well as from the health domains, 

of systems, then, 
static manner ■ 
described them in terms 

survival

change, corresponding parts must change 
equilibrium. Thus modernizing societies that . 
to sexual health and human rights issues 

FC

according 
each other.dependent upon 

dependent upon the other 
form a whole. In society, 
family, economy, and other factors 
separate but interdependent, and must function together for 
a viable whole.

Spencer,
Each is separate, 

work with

(1969) was not viewing them in 
stable structure of an organism, 
of their own evolution, their 
mechanisms, and their subsequent 
Spencer (1969) also illustrated 
from homogeneity to heterogeneity by contrasting primitive 
and modern societies. The primitive tribe, he argued, is 
"alike in all its parts," 
"full of structural

to
responsive

would loose
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practices 
however. patterns 

differentiation

noting
homogenize

heterogeneity
individual

early, 
still

from
. 16

goes 
have

homogeneity.
envelops

solidarity 
accompanying 

mechanical solidarity, there is 
and tendencies

points ’ 
maintained

along with the increasing heterogeneity 
such simplistic views 

that adherence

resulting
This critical

solidarity 
social organization, 
primitive peoples, 
division

original 
differentiates 
basis of mechanical and organic solidarity among 

the early, primitive 
be seen in existing

completely 
all

integration 
societies.

thus explains why 
Abagusii, of Kenya, held together by 
value system predisposes variation in

increasing coherence.
contested, it is

The main source of Durkheim’stheory of change is Simpson, G.1933. The 
Division of Labor in Societyf New York: Free Press. An excellent survey 
and critique of this and other aspects of Durkheim’s thought may be 
found in Nisbet, R.A.1965. Emile Durkheim.Englewood Cliffs: Prentice 
Hall.

social development .
preponderance of shared 
individual differences);

"the

originally 
advanced nations

solidarity 
application of repressive sanctions against 
deviate. Such sanctions are the expression of social 
in the face of offenses against "strong and defined states 
of the collective conscience.” Organic solidarity, by 

rather than likenesses

ethnic group e.g. 
ethnicity 

the practice of
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society. The 
individual

is possible 
International

organic 
restitute

evolutionary law 
increasing

they were, 
their

that Comte (1855) 
of

solidarity 
punishment, 
reestablishment

to 
the 
60-68.

that

becomes the purpose 
mechanical

The former
intermediary, ”

individuals.
shared

rights 
while the

in three points." 
society without

involves interdependence 
society 

while the

state"

characterized by
"the return of things 

relations
law^’" 
and organic solidarity 

"binds the individual directly 
the latter

be strong only to 
personalities 

indistinguishable from the whole, 
unique personalities and personal rights. 

Spencer (1969) was not the optimist 
the possibility 

If the general 
it

, see Spencer, 
Sociology, ed. Stanislav Andreski London: Macmill^an. 

an interesting e. 
from mechanical 

Solidarity in 
Review 10: 
Turner argues 

such that the more we

Ib'd, p.69. For an interesting examination of nurkheim s 
the transition from mechanical to organic 
R.H.1967. "Type of Solidarity in the Re - 
Pacific Sociological Review 10: 60-68. On the basis of a study of 
reactions to disaster. Turner argues that the two types of solidarity 
are not exclusive, such that the more we have of one; the less we have 
of the other. Rather, organic solidarity builds upon mechanical, and 
the latter must always be the foundation for the former. Thus, in cases 
of community disaster, organic solidarity is reestablished only after a 
period in which mechanical solidarity is enacted and the "continuing 
assurances" upon which organic solidarity rests have been recreated.

thesis about 
solidarity, see Turner, 

forming of Human Groups." 
of

(the similarity with Spencer's 
homogeneity-heterogeneity is apparent). 
complexity of a society demands that solidarity rests upon 
differentiation; diverse functions involve the division of

among
characterized by 
latter characterizes a differentiated 

the extent that 
are relatively
latter demands

societal regression as well as progress.
direction of evolution is toward the industrial society, 

revert back to
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globe 
female

represent 
it

upon 
society and the nature 

it. For Comte, the

structural-
18

Van den 
Synthesis, '* 
III and R.

change
theoretical perspective 

change looks like 
let us briefly 

den Berghe

reappearance 
thrust a society

Spencer departed from Comte 
sociology in societal evolution.

Toward a
Demerath

people in it. For Comte, 
fashioned by man as a consequence of his mode of thinking; 
in Spencer, this relationship is changed, and it is the 

that demands a particular mode

type, 
the point of the
While admitting 

integral part of the evolutionary 
Spencer denied that such action could in any way 

accelerate the process. This argument clearly explains the 
cultural renaissance currently sweeping

The practice of

Functionalism: 
edited by N. J.

especially in the African Diaspora, 
circumcision has been reported in 
the practice (FPAK, 2001). This 
Spencer's notion about societies experiencing regression 

relationship between 
of and behavior

approach in 
elements state that;

Bergh, P.L.1967. "Dialectic and 
In Systems, Change and Conflict, 

A. Peterson. New York: Free Press-

that human action was

as a

they 
sociology, it is necessary 
from their vantage point. First, 
characterize this theoretical perspective. 
(1967) has well summarized the general 
functional approach in terms of seven elements
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deviations, 
institutionalization;

gave 
order

go 
and

study of
In

(1951) 
domain

relationships are
exist in

Parsons, T.1966. Societies: Evolutionary and Comparative Perspectives. 
Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall.

Social systems 
equilibrium" such that 

system is made with 
Perfect integration is

approach as advocated by 
look at both his early and his later ideas.

Initially, Parsons (1951) insisted that 
change must grow out of the prior study of 
the study of societal evolution, for example, 

socio-cultural

"multiple and reciprocal"; 
of "dynamic 

adjustment to forces impinging 
minimal change within the system;
never realized, so that every change system has strains and 

to be neutralized through 
change is basically a slow, adaptive 

process rather than a revolutionary shift; change is the 
result of adjustment to changes outside the system, growth 
by differentiation, and internal innovations; and the 
system is integrated through shared values. The generalized 
principles of structural functionalism theory fit very well 
in elucidating the persistence and persuasion dynamics 
revolving around the practice of FC. We will go a step 
further in examining how Talcolt Parsons (1951) and Neil 

(1968), earliest 
systems to social change.

social change shows that his 
considerable change, 
social structure and

certain priority
In biology, morphology is 

evolution; and in

sociological analysis 
social evolution.

grow 
study of societal

parallel "between organic 
Structural analysis must take a 
analysis of process and change^^. 
the "backbone" of the theory 

and

views have undergone
His initial concern with the nature of 

in
way

understand

structure
with

this
Parsons'



forfoundationthebestructural must an
is theevolution. Whatsocio-cultural

the essential basis forwhich is
In

a
unitsand theunits,

individuals oras
in anEvery

situation," however. so
uponunit of aa

anThatfocus of

customs.within a
as

can
structure.that FC ofare

it is the
the social how

to
structure

aParsons'

own
socialof aculture.a

andtheir own
forthe means
As Parsonsanother.will culture toone

individualplurality of"ais:socialput systema

Working Papers in1953. theE.

people, 
societies).

practices 
Therefore,

system
the meaning of 

achieving it 
(1966)vary

it, i

part
imperative that

understand

happiness, 
available

Parsons, T., Bales, 
Theory of Action. Glencoe:

may be psychological aspects 
wholes, or groups (including entire 

system is "embedded in an environing 
that whether a particular entity is 

system itself depends upon the 
is, for some purposes

be viewed as a system 
an entity

R.and Shils,
Free Press.
UMIVER3ITY OF WAIRO@( 
EAsT APCOLLECTIOw 
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particular 
basically pursue 
that happiness and 

from

interpreting change efforts 
and persistence. For example, 
efforts can take place, the 

like

a system or 
analysis^®.

organization such as a university may 
itself, while for other purposes it may only be 

this framework.

types
understanding of
nature of the structure,
the analysis of change? We begin with the social system, 
its broadest terms, a system is two or more interacting 

be psychological aspects of

for other purposes 
larger system. Within 

values, norms and practices are understood as important 
segments of entire social systems. This argument focuses on 

in the context of persuasion 
before any worthwhile change 
change agent must recognize 

a social 
change agents study 

structure, understand how different parts are 
inter-related and identify what needs to be changed within 
the structure other than just targeting one element. From 

viewpoint, the social system is a particular kind 
of system; a group of interacting individuals, each of whom 
seeks to maximize his own gratification within the context 

Individuals in
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problem 
which

that,
is.

i . e., 
the

"go 
of

Free Press.
D. N and

is the function of 
is the

problems 
and

New York:
Kaspar, D. N 

New York: Free Press.
Theory and Modern Society.

systems 
and society. In fact, they 

for adaptation is the

adaptation, 
pattern maintenance 
economy, the polity, 
also distinguishes two 

first is the problem of 
on under the assumption 

institutionalized culture 
constant." The

New York:

system, 
integration, 
with, respectively, 
family^^. Parsons (1966) 
dynamic problems in systems, 
processes of equilibrium, which 
that the structural patterns 

given, i.e., are assumed 
second is the problem of structural change i.e., 

involve fundamental alterations 
two kinds of dynamic 

however.

interacting with each other in a
physical or environmental aspect, 
in terms of a tendency to the "optimization of 

relation to their situations,
terms of a 
,,21

Parsons, T. 1951. The Social System.
Parsons, T., Shils, 

eds.1961.Theories of Society.
Parsons, T.1361.Sociological

Free Press.348.

at least a

problem of processes, 
in the system. The distinction between 
problems does not involve an absolute dichotomy.

gratification" and whose
including each other, is defined and mediated in 
system of culturally structured and shared symbols

In the context of these views, it must be 
every system has four functional imperatives, 

every system must confront and successfully resolve 
is to survive) the problems of adaptation, goal­

maintenance .integration, 
imperatives apply 

nature, culture, personality, 
apply at the "general action" 
function of the behavioral organism, goal-attainment is the 
function of the personality, integration 
the social system, and latent pattern maintenance 

of the culture^^. the level of
goal-attainment, 

associated
law.

kinds
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For that reason, 
attacked.

processes 
involves

process 
societies

Such 
patterned nor unalterable.

in all, 
thought: 
system; 
alterations

not, of course, 
analytically 

in turn in

describing 
time. These

there is a patterned process 
the growth of scientific 

not

differentiation, 
subsystems but not in 
which is the

processes 
independent. They 

will be examined each
mutually exclusive 
distinguishable, and 
little more detail.

change, 
system;

which involves change in
the overall system; and

or more

social change. The idea of equilibrium is also obvious - 
states that strong forces are at work to prevent basic 
changes in the system. For that reason. Parsons' use of the 
concept has been strongly attacked. Equilibrium 
concept of "regularity under specific conditions as applied 
to the internal state of an empirical system relative to 

environment." Such regularity is neither rigidly 
and the only alternative Parsons

may identify four types of processes in Parsons' 
equilibrium, which involves processes within the 
structural

First, equilibrium refers to processes 
maintain the boundaries of the system. The equilibrium may 
be either static or moving. Processes are continual in both 
types, but in the latter 
of change, 
knowledge. This represents, 
alteration of the system but change in "the cognitive 
content of the relevant part of the culture^'’. The important 
point to keep in mind here is that equilibrium means 
neither stagnation nor change. By extension, societies have 
to maintain a certain social balance even in the process of 

it

system; and evolution, 
the developmental 
four kinds of
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change, 
knowledge. 
alteration

system;
alterations

course, 
analytically 

in turn in
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• kinds of

its environment." Such
patterned nor unalterable, and the only alternative Parsons

be either static or moving.
the latter case there is a patterned process 

the growth of scientific 
not

concept 
concept of "regularity 
to the internal state

system;
which involves change in

and

processes 
independent. They 

will be examined each
mutually exclusive 
distinguishable, and 
little more detail.

strong
changes in the system.

has been strongly attacked. Equilibrium 
under specific conditions as applied 

empirical system relative to 
regularity is neither rigidly

example
This represents, 
of the system but change in "the cognitive 
the relevant part of the culture^*. The important 

mind here is that equilibrium means 
societies have

prevent
Parsons' use of the

differentiation, 
more subsystems but not 

evolution, which is the

First, equilibrium refers to processes 
maintain the boundaries of the system. The equilibrium may

Processes are continual in both

point to keep
neither stagnation nor change. By extension, 
to maintain a certain social balance even in the process of 
social change. The idea of equilibrium is also obvious - it 
states that stronq forces are at work

may identify four types of processes in Parsons' 
equilibrium, which involves processes within the 
structural
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reminding us of the importance of specifying 
independent and dependent variables. One of the problems of 
comparing various theorists is that they do not take the 

variables

stage of development 
inhibited^®

Author," In The Social 
Black .Englewood Cliffs:

Smelser, (1968) provides us with a good example of 
the application of Parsonian theory to the study of change. 
We shall examine his analysis of the Industrial Revolution 

general points he makes about 
identifies

points out 
adjustments and long-run structural changes.

"mobilization 
controls^’’

According
identified as 

setting for change "the impetus to change 
and "the operation of social

noting
theories of change. Smelser (1968) 
issues that must be dealt with in any theory of change 

with any degree 
of change

Parsons, T. 1961."The Point 
Theories of Talcott Parsons, 
Prentice-Hall.

Parsons, Societies, p. 21.
Smelser, N.J. 1968. Essays 

Cliffs: Prentice-Hall.
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understand that 
likely to be affected.

theory 
and

systems 
effectTo effect change 

there certainly are

equal pay^ 
Some forms of feminist

question 
practice 
(1966) view.

adopted for this study 
the theorist propositions.

that

question 
and sexuality, 

necessarily, 
1974;

changes in the 
"disappearance, 
roles. The practice 

social

experiences of gender 
political activism 
reproductive rights, 
partnership, maternity leave, 
discrimination, and sexual violence.

assumptions 
including the very category of 

of "man" as well. (See

that make up this 
close review

theory 
difference, 
"woman" (and.

former,
system, including

and reorganization" of
circumcision has persisted within 

point of view, 
the abandonment

ever isoiatea tne key
FC is an institution. Could the persistence be 

the critics' failure to unpack variables 
institution and deal with each at a time? 

evolutionary and the 
this

understanding the 
focuses on gender politics, power 

Feminism is also based

up
in one part, 
related parts that are

gender inequality 
relations and sexuality.

roles 
commonly campaigns

violence within
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provide
Most

cultural norms
the vantage point of a ritual

women, 
ethnicity, 

much

brutal misogyny, 
women's

analyses 
social

scope 
feminism

been presented 
that

specific 
feminist

conflict
relativist position asserts

around the world and

In 
female circumcision 

cultural
obliterates 

subjected to 
child abuse.

practice of female 
sociological and cultural significance, 
has created considerable interest in

theory (e.g)
I take for granted the concept of 

and critiques of 
movements promote

doubt that
moral dilemma but also has

The

genital 
female circumcision

gender inequality.
women’s rights, interests.

Feminist theory mainly contextualizes FC 
rights violations. For example, radical 

there exists
For example, 
oppressive patriarchy that 

the most serious social problems 
1993). Violence and oppression of 

is more fundamental than

Hayes (1975), 
"woman" and

interest in how 
sexual pleasure and gratification 

The practice has also 
has argued 
mutilation

affecting women 
women, because they 
oppressions related to class, 
African customs have generated 

and Western

unacceptable." 
not only has 
become a subject 
practice has produced 
and universalist paradigms, 
the moral equality of

female circumcision from
that signifies an important event in individual and group 
life. In contrast, the universalist position criminalizes

in female circumcision. To many observers 
universalist position.

come to represent 
heated

viewed
violation
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sexuality 
overlook

individuals and groups 
circumcision,

Groves, 
1994 ;

practiced by male- 
and the Middle

virginity are
"literally reconstructing
line with what the culture

indoctrinated 
social roles and subsequently 
responsibilities. Under such circumstances, 
not only emerges as "a 
visions of authenticity 

obligatory 
both carried out 

women's

(Phillip,
Slack, 1988;

Hayes, 
Natsoulas, 

in turn envisaged as 
downtrodden, mistreated, disadvantaged, irrational and 
primitive savages who have nothing to 
besides enqaqe in female circumcision.

Dorkenoo, 
et al, 1999). 

mistreated,

the operation
tribal societies of Africa

specific 
the female body 

contested terrain between competing 
practices of female 

physical recognition 
with the sole objective of 
bodies to bring them into 

be acceptable 
efforts that

cognizant of the 
through which 

feminine and masculine

academy.
Globally, 

implications of 
and

Nothing highlights 
clearly than 

practice. Feminism 
questions about theory and 
and many issues raised 

way to the inescapable impact 
feminist transformation of knowledge has had on the

Murray, 
Thomas, 1997;

The women are

in women (Hosken, 1993a). Any 
historical and political contexts can only produce 

termed "a well-meaning pseudoscience 
Some feminists (see e.g) (Beauvoir, 1989; 

describe female circumcision as 
The practice is seen 

of females and

(Obiora, 
Murray, 1974; Slack, 1988) 
a symbol of universal male dominance.

vehicle for the sexual mutilation

engage 
relativist-universalist antagonism 
language used to refer to the 

figures prominently in current 
the constitution of knowledge, 
intimately related in 
that a
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the physical 
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debates

rights issue 
FC was in

influencing policy
practices such as

committed to

that
wife beating, rape 
fighting gender inequality have 

of the milestones reached in 
- International for example, 

with the practice 
FC is seen 

the international level, 
framework for protection of human 

1958 United Nations agenda. 
(1975-1985) that a UN

fight
of such

involved. 
This statement.

human rights, 
the universality.

rights 
importance of ensuring 
indivisibility of human rights concepts.

Radical feminisms have been very vocal 
would lead to

platform. Amnesty 
the fight to do away 

initiatives today, 
and is recognized at 

the universal 
tabled in the 
UN Decade for Women

Practices Affecting the Health 
This group helped to 

1994 Plan of

heightened
objectivity, and

group 
development of the

Harmful Traditional Practices 
Children. The World 

Nations Children's' 
unveiled a plan in 

decline in FC

the 
without the informed 

violation of human rights" 
extends to the recent

Working Group on 
of Women and Children 

and aided the 
the Elimination of 

Health of women 
the United 

Nations Population
April 1997 that would bring about 
within 10 years and the complete 
practice within three generations, 
yet to be achieved.

largely 
the global 

takenhas

rights that
It was during the

Traditional
created.
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Figure 1: Theoretical Model

3,1,5 A Theoretical Model for Explaining FC

Questions gender inequality in 
societies and dims up support for 
change in certain areas of gender 

relations, values, noms and 
practices such as female 

circumcision, Radical feminists 
perceive FC as a violation of girls 

and women's sexual rights. Many 
societies have resisted this 

approach as ‘external thinking 
motivated by ignorance of local 

contexts.

Perceives society as a biological 
organism that is made up of 

interrelated parts whereby each 
part serves a particular purpose. 
If a particular part of the whole 
fails or is removed, the system 

is likely to experience 
disequilibria or disorganization. 
Resistance to persuasion efforts 

may be understood from this 
perspective.

Societies change progressively 
through distinct stages of 

evolution that are characterized 
by the alteration of people's 
values, beliefs and practices. 

This paradigm tends to rationalize 
resistance to change by arguing 
that change cannot be introduced 
drastically. Change therefore 
takes place as pet respective 

stage of evolution.

Based on the examination of the theoretical perspectives adopted to guide this study, a 
theoretical model was developed for the study (see Figure 1), As much as possible the 
model captures the process of social change as presented by the different theorists in 

different time periods from different perspectives.
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3.1.S A Theoretical Model for Explaining FC

Female Circumcision 
abandonment efforts

I

Based on the examination of the theoretical perspectives adopted to guide this study, a 
theoretical model was developed for the study (see Figure 1). As much as possible the 
model captures the process of social change as presented by the different theorists in 

different time periods from different perspectives.

Perceives society as a biological 
organism that is made up of 

interrelated parts whereby each 
part serves a particular purpose. 
If a particular part of the whole 
fails or is removed, the system 

is likely to experience 
disequilibria or disorganization. 
Resistance to persuasion efforts 

may be understood from this 
perspective.

_______________ !______________

Societies change progressively 
through distinct stages of 

evolution that are characterized 
by the alteration of people's 
values, beliefs and practices. 

This paradigm tends to rationalize 
resistance to change by arguing 
that change cannot be introduced 
drastically. Change therefore 
takes place as per respective 

stage of evolution.

Questions gender inequality in 
societies and drums up support for 
change in certain areas of gender 

relations, values, norms and 
practices such as female 

circumcision. Radical feminists 
perceive FC as a violation of girls 

and women's sexual rights. Many 
societies have resisted this 

approach as "external thinking" 
motivated by ignorance of local 

contexts.
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stage
the

according to 
order to provide

change 
takes

resistance
drastically

stage of evolution.
of variables that

beliefs 
justify resistance 
cannot be introduced 

place according 
The structural-functional 

society

societies have 
it ignores the voices

by 
drastically 
respective 
theories, on the other hand, perceive 
biological organism made up of interrelated parts whereby 
each part serves a given purpose. Should one part fail or 
be removed the system is likely to experience diseguilibria 
and is likely to become dysfunctional, 
to persuasion efforts may be 
perspective. Feminist theory questions 
societies and sustains the mobilization 
change in gender 
such as female circumcision, 

girls and women's 
resisted this approach 

of the stakeholders.

a look at the evolutionary 
of social change show that societies change 

progressively through distinct stages of evolution that are 
characterized by the alteration of peoples values, 
and practices. This model 
change by arguing 

and that

Therefore resistance 
understood from this 

Feminist theory questions inequalities 
sustains the mobilization of support for 

relations, values, norms and practices 
Radical feminists view FC as a 

sexual rights. Many 
external because

As evident from Figure 1, 
theories of social change show

developed for this study 
demonstrates that societies change progressively through 
distinct stages of evolution that are characterized by the 
alteration of people's values, beliefs and practices. This 
model tends to justify resistance to change by arguing that 
change cannot be introduced drastically because it 
place accordina to the respective 

systematic overview
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been developed (see Figure 2).

Figure 2: Conceptual Model
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presented 
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norms and
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and practices.
classified

Communities 
Norms, values 

Practices

have been
the dependent variable, 

multiple factors
independent 

! a product

Forces of 
persuasion/ 

Types of efforts 
made towards 
persuading 

communities to 
abandon female 
circumcision

5
I 
I 
I
I 
I
I 
I
I

only those aspects 
dealt with in this

Development of alternative rites 
passage, value transference, 

and changing perceptions towards 
norms associated with female 

circumcision

conceptual model 
circumcision that 

circumcision is 
practice depends 

this causal relationship 
circumcision is
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terms-conceptualization refers to
the meaning of a certain

extension of the conceptualization process. 
! empirical procedures are specified that 
of variables .Operationalization is the 
would recognize the different attributes 

E.1995)

283.1.6 Conceptualization
Concepts and Variables

• 29and Operationalizatxon

persuasion whose efforts are meant to persuade communities 
abandon the practice; on the other hand, community is 

into those who accept the persuasive efforts and 
those who resist them. Each of these stakeholder categories 
therefore has a different relationship with the practice of 

Those who resist abandonment calls 
continue to practice thus

operationalization is an 
In operationalization, concrete 
will result in the measurement 
final specification of how we i 
of a given variable in the real world (Barbie,

may 
acceptors. Learning 
would thus enable the 

far

of the practice.
also learn

are meant

Conceptualization is the process through which we specify precisely 
what we mean when we use particular 
precise working agreements about 
term{Barbie,E.1995).

female circumcision. 
indicated by the dotted line continue to practice 
completing the cycle while those who accept tend to develop 
alternative rites carefully tailored to satisfy social as 
well as emotional gaps which are left after the abandonment 

Forces of persuasion 
from the "best practices" adopted by 
from community centered success stories 

forces of persuasion to change their 
approaches in as far as questioning a community's values, 

and practices are concerned. A relationship between 
acceptors and resistors is assumed to exist in situations 
whereby acceptors are likely to "backslide" as a 

by resistors and vice-versa.

as well as resistors

result of

section the key concepts, 
defined as applied in the study.

which are
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tissue
ofof

to causesubstances or

Persuasion

NewMerriamsto

of It isor anprocessor
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minora and 
female circumcision.

(angurya cuts) 
introduction

Collegiate 
the act

cutting 
corrosive
bleeding or for the purpose 
vagina (WHO,1998). The most 
circumcision include

According 
Dictionary (1980), persuasion 

instance

stretching of the 
burning of the clitoris 

surrounding the 
the vagina

type II - excision of 
excision of the labia minora;
or all of the

the following types 
the

circumcision is an umbrella term covering 
of procedures ranging in severity from a nick on

independent
is used to denote the outcome

sewing up
Organization WHO 

circumcision : Type 
without excision of part or 

the clitoris with partial 
type III - excision of part 

external genitalia and stitching/narrowing of 
the vaginal opening (infibulation); type IV - pricking, 
piercing or incising of the clitoris and/or 

clitoris and/or labia; cauterization by 
and surrounding tissue; scraping of 
vaginal orifice (anqurya cuts) or 
(gishiri cuts); -----
herbs into the vagina 

of tightening or narrowing the 
common types of female 

excision of the clitoris and the labia 
infibulation which is the most extreme form of

persuasion
variables, while abandonment 
variable set.

with or

wide range
the clitoral hood to cutting off all the external genitalia 

the vaginal opening. The World Health 
(1998) recognizes

I - excision of the prepuce, 
all of the clitoris;

or total

Webster's 
has been defined as 

persuading.



itshasbehavior thatcommunicative as
of the oror

the
has aas

in others

as

another oror
toof somethe

(1982:7) a
oris topurpose

orof new

on

socialin aof as
areinefforts
fourtheofin terms

Manifestations of Persuasion

orto

dominantthean
eachfor

the

Capacities of Recipient Societies to be persuaded

Webster'sMerriam New
tothecapacitydefinesalso as
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capable
situation.
operationalized 
concepts/variables:

through
Smith,

designed 
1972:3).

shaping 
receivers

Collegiate
ability

Rosenbaum,
She has

Dictionary 
hold.

(1986) 
contended

responses
1983:11).

which involves

(1980), 
receive.

acceptance 
behavior

study 
following

purpose changing, 
(attitudes 

Persuasion
modification, 
behavior) of 

also been defined

epoch
aim of

manipulation, 
(Lerbinger, 
Cody, (1987:3) 
attempt by one 

behavior of

make evident or certain by showing 
of this study this entailed 

activities and

To manifest is 
or displaying. In the context 

analysis of the prevailing 
processes, events and social exchanges 
(colonial and postcolonial periods) with 
analyzing their activities and content.

cognitive stages or patterns 
through the exchange of messages." 
persuasion offers yet another definition, 
that persuasion requires that the individual be 

acting as an autonomous agent 
Persuasion efforts in this

group 
transmission of some message". According 

persuasion "is a symbolic activity whose 
effect the internalization or voluntary 

of overt

(Bostrom, 
dynamic process 

to produce action 
Communication scholars Bettinghaus and 

have defined persuasion as "a conscious 
individual to change the attitudes, beliefs, 

individual or group of individuals



other handtheaccommodate
share commona

and feela
In

was
the

ofbe asto
theof
message

resistance.

Forces of Persuasion

moral orbyis toforceTo
ormeansIt

the nature
on

been:have
faith based

actionsThe

content

Tools of Persuasion

usedbewhich orcantois antool a

female
(I.E.C),
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persuasion 
resistance.

responses 
communities

message, 
non-acceptance

and accept, 
of

compel
also
study this

force that

message
without

intellectual
something yield.

and level of
have

means.
In this

organizations
of these categories of actors was 

of their activities.

A 
manipulated by another, 
the following: bans/arrests 
engaging in the practice of 
Information, Education and Communication materials 
word of God (excommunication) and learning from each other

persuaded
non-acceptance 

of the

physical, 
to make someone 

was done by examining 
the key players in the 

the communities

occupy 
to constitute a

persuasion effort have exerted
practicing female circumcision. These players
The Government, Non-Governmental Organizations, 

and the communities themselves.
analyzed to determine the

end
In this study these tools included 

and prosecution of people 
circumcision,

means

store, accommodate and accept. Society on 
generally denotes a group of people who 
culture, occupy a particular territorial expanse, 
themselves to constitute a unified and distinct entity, 
this study the communities' acceptance or rejection of the 
persuasion messages was measured by enumerating the various 

to determine the level of capacity of the 
follows: acceptance

with



examined in ordertools toThese were

Pers i stence

CollegiateWebster's NewMerriamtheto
beenhasofthe state(1980),

unchanged aremaining ordefined as
ofthe contextInconditioncharacter. or
In thisoverall
of thetermslevels were

Low Abandonment

thestandard. Inofshortfalling someThis means
of FCevidencelittleshowingmeantthiscontextstudy

andinventorythroughmeasuredThis was
non­references to occurrence or

Average Abandonment

Thismiddleinsomething aThis means
outcome.abandonment atFCoflevels

and analysis theofwas
relevant references to

High Abandonment

amount. cost.This means
theInorthanvalue content average,or

belowbut totalthis meantstudy context
Thisabandonment of FC. was
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implies average 
This was measured

something of greater degree, 
usual or expected.

study, 
study persistence 
following sub-variables.

position.
50%

According 
Dictionary

through inventory
levels of occurrence of FC.

(best practices).
analyze the content of their activities.

very high
measured through inventory and

persistence 
fixed in specified

this

abandonment. 
analysis of the pertinent 
occurrence of FC.

abandonment meant
measured

position.
zero persistence.

in



level ofthetoreferencesanalysis theof

Total Abandonment

Thiswhole.aThis means
This was measured

foregoingtheofsummarypresents3.1 aTable
explanations:
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pertinent 
occurrence or non- occurrence of FC.

comprising or constituting 
implies that FC is not practiced at all. 
through inventory and analysis of the relevant responses to 
non-occurrence of FC.



JI

Table 3.1 Dependent and Independent Variables

Dependent variable :Xndependen t Indicators
Variables

Total abandonment of the
of femaleforexchanges

(FC notcolonial,
the practiced)orderin to

of theabandonmentLowI of FC (No
of the

practice/scattered
prevalenceNon-acceptance of the message

persuaded abandonment ofMediumresistance
circumcision.femaletheof message

pockets ofSomeI prevalence of FC.
of the

FCGovernment effort? NGO
is almost

efforts/activities

Bans/Arrests/Prosecution
andEducation

!
Word of God (excommunication)

(bestothereachLearning from
I practices)

J
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• Acceptance of persuasion message 
with

efforts/activities; FBO
efforts/activities; Community

Information, 
Communication Materials(I.E.C)

Non-acceptance 
without resistance

practice 
circumcision

practice 
concentrations

persistence of female 
circumcision

periods) 
activities/content.

colonial and post 
analyze

High prevalence 
practice of 
(prevalence 
100%)

j?’^ools of 
•®^suasion

Î•Forces of
Persuasion1

1-Manifestation 
persuasion

-•Capacities of 
eornmunities to 
be

Analysis of prevailing activities and 
dominant processes, events and social 

each epoch (pre­
colonial



Socio- Cultural Factors

to be real andBeliefs
right.

variablesthe asas

toisIt

a
that isrefers onto a

a
of onesas

inare

Worth is

facts,to
thatskills persona

Political Factors

ofthe staterefers to an

how non-
and make

The latter
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■ Knowledge 
understanding and 
through experience or education.

important 
towards FC.

requirement
The

group, 
behavior

information, 
has acquired

any 
the latter. 
Values - refer to what something is worth, 
measurable in terms of money and other goods for which 
it can be exchanged.

refers

■ Norms and practices- 
social behavior that

concerned.
Attitudes - refer to ways of thinking about something, 

investigate peoples thinking

■ Individual commitment 
individual's willingness to give time, work and energy 
towards a given cause like the abandonment of FC.

■ Change agent approach and commitment - the change 
agent approach refers to how government and 
government organizations act, speak about 
contact with the communities practicing FC.

the former refers to patterns of 
is typical of a group. It also 

social
latter referstypical of a group.

doing something regularly as part
behavior, orms and practices are closely related

social setting because the former usually dictates

- refer to what people trust
It is important to investigate people's beliefs 

about FC and find out the causal relationships between 
far as persistence of FC is

to the way of 
normal



andtherefers to

ofabandonmentgiven causeaenergy
FC.

associated withfactorseconomicindirectandDirect
to land and toinclude women's accessthese mayFC

economic resources
husbands.

resources.
licenseis asassumed that FC ais

ifviableis womanasuch access
within a marriage.

toFCFC
which are

Feminism

socialcollection ofdiverse
Some

of are

to
focus on

interests,
sexualinclude
isFeminist aand

boundaries basedcrossthat
religion. isand Itculture,class. race.on
relevant theissues to

orwomen
the glass ceiling in

incest.as rape.
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grass-roots
social

rights, 
feminism
obj ectification 

movement

organizations, 
towards

• give 
like the

e.g.
inherit

addresses 
example female circumcision 

such

culturally specific and 
of that society: for

developed economies. Some issues,
and mothering, are universal. Feminism is

The practice of 
and fidelity.

is bride price.
virginity, chastity, 
prerequisites for marriage.

non-governmental
time, work and

through male members of the family 
This implies that they cannot directly 

land or be in control of major resources. It 
to marriage and 

is operating

governmental
willingness to

This term refers to a 
theories, political movements, and moral philosophies, 
versions of feminism are critical of past and present 
social relations. Many focus on analyzing what they believe 

be social constructions of gender and sexuality. Many 
studying gender inequality and promoting women’s 

and close gap issues. Themes explored in 
patriarchy, stereotyping, 
oppression. Feminist activism 

seeks to

more 
Another assumed economic aspect of 

is linked



Over-time several sub-types of
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not a single ideology, 
feminist ideology have evolved.



CHAPTER FOUR
4.1 METHODOLOGY

Contained in this chapter is the study site selection and
descriptions/ the study sample and selection procedures

included: selection key informants.which of selection of
selectionsurvey respondents. of Group Discussants,Focus

In-depth Interviewees and selection ofofselection case
This followed by methods of datawas

techniques of datadatacollection. processes.
limitations of theandethical considerationsanalysis.

study.

4.2 Study Site Selection, Rationale and Descriptions

the
respondentscategories ofvarious

specific units ofconstituted theand communities)groups
incarriedresearchthe study. The outforanalysis was

administrative districts in Kenyathreefromdrawnsites
1 and 2 AppendixKisii and Garissa (see maps
The selection of

influenced the reported highsitesstudythe was
districts.three Secondly,in the theof FC

had already experienced FC among the units of observation.
existing variations in of the level ofFurther, terms

female circumcision.of practice ofpersistence the the
of female circumcision practiced. religion.type

geographical location and traditions made the three sites
particularly suitable for the study. This is because this
is comparative of the practicestudy of femalea

- )
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study participants.
collection

namely; Embu,
2). These sites were purposively selected, 

by

subject matter studied while the 
namely (individuals.

prevalence
choice was motivated by the need to include respondents who

In this study FC was



randomsocieties.three Athecircumcision amongst
not capturingriskedwould havestudy sitesselection of

of the studyTheoptions.strategic naturethese
visitinginvolvedwhichwork.backgroundnecessitated
introducewomen' s' toservicesocial groups

4.2.1 Description of Selected Study Sites

4.2.1.1 Kisii District

of the twelve districtsKisii central district is one
It sharesin Nyanza province. a

South,thedistrict toTransmara

North and
which is divided into seven

divisions.

Demographic aspects

Mosocho andMasaba,Morani,Keumbu,divisions ofThe
Abagusii.thebySuneka are

Kisiicensus.
an

cent2.19ofgrowth rate perannual
total2002 thethe2002-2008). In yearPlan,Development

The population522,197.districtKisiipopulation of was
248,945therethatindicated werein thestructure year

is denselydistrictThefemales.273,252andmales
populated.
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agencies and
the study and invite willing interviewees to participate.

district to the East,
Migori district to the Southwest, Rachuonyo district to the 

Gucha district to the South West. The district

populated predominantly
According to the 1999 population and housing
Central district had a population of 491,786 people with

(Kisii District

common border with Nyamira

covers an area of about 648.9km2



Economic Potential

of Suneka, Mosocho anddivisions KeumbuThe border the
Kisii municipality; they have urban influence in theiran

distributedand well and maintainedactivities a
Masaba and Morani divisions situatedinfrastructure. are

far from the Kisii municipality,

found thesealso divisions.of povertyincidences are
for 44% of theactivities sectoralAgricultural account
rural self employment 7%,contribution to household income.

selfurbanwhile employment34%,employmentand wage
household incomecontribution to10% of theforaccounts

2002-2008). TheDevelopment Plan,District(Kisii average
thewhile average large0.4size is Hafarmscalesmall

main food produced2 Theissize Ha. cropsfarmscale
fingersweet potatoes.bananas.beans.maize.include

vegetables.traditional The mainandgroundnutsmillet.
coffee. pyrethruminclude andtea.cash

sugar cane
activitieseconomic inand thesocialmajorThe

(where the studyKeumbuandMosochoSuneka,ofdivisions
informal urban basedlargely centered ondone) arewas

market centers ofTheseactivities. are areaseconomic
holdingsland small.Theeconomic potential. aregreat

landbuy into othercausedwhich has
Most

live aspeople prefer to are
The traditionalmalariaofincidences areandwet

society involvesAbagusiiinwork
includes bothwhich andagricultural

work anddomestic numberroutine ahusbandry. ofcrop
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organization 
production.

mainly 
animal

agricultural, they have poor infrastructure and the highest 
in

many people 
neighboring districts due to high population pressure.

along the hilltops as lowlands
high.

crops produced
(The Kisii District Development Plan, 2002-2008).

their main activities are



of thiseconomicservices. The
factorstheon

regardsAsand management.
isthereattainment.

islevel which
Development Plan,(Kisii Districteducation program

2008) .

Social Aspects
trainingandeducationregardsAs

(including female
lifetheknowledge oftheofacquisition

social.thethe pastIn
to

it

actualaboutwas
societythe wereofskills

socio-culturalDistrictKisii(Theandwork
itscharacterized byeducation wasThe1986).profile.

member awasbecausesocial natureandcollective
moldedThis

combined manualand
which anEducation

individual
death.
group.
what was

societyawaitedthatlife
conformity to already tested values and beliefs. butstress
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knowledge and
example

performance
of production namely land, 

educational

political and 
the

every 
education

younger
This

socio-cultural
circumcision) the Abagusii believe in the 

lived by their 
economic

teacher as well as a student.
character and moral qualities, developed physical aptitudes 

activity with intellectual exercises.
was a lifelong process through
progressed by predetermined stages from birth to 

arrived at full membership in his

society.
systems of Gusii society were passed down 
generations through an indigenous system of education, 
education was moral, progressive, gradual and practical;

life and its experiences. The values,
transmitted by

specialized 
system depends 
capital, labor

She/he ultimately
emerging as a socialized person with knowledge of 

required of her/him and emotionally fit for the 
her/him. Not only did Gusii

high enrolment at the primary school 
attributed to the governments free primary 

2002-



observance of thedetaileddemanded rigid andit also
inheritance. familyreligion.governinglawsunwritten

Kisii District socio­marriage (Therelationships and
of the older people in1986). The role

one
until

her/him fullconferto on
After circumcision each

franchisegirl or
duties.with its powers.

socio-culturalDistrictKisii
a

andostracizedanwho

4.2.1.2 Garissa District

bordersItEastern
Northwest,

Tana RiverEast,
the South.

locations42divisions.11into
and 60 sub-locations

is vast,districtThe2002-2008).
infrastructure and experiences insecuritydensity. has poor

forced to travel
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in most parts.
distance of 50 km to health centers.

cultural profile, 
this process was all important as they were the storehouses

As regards Gusii initiation rites.

marked person
despised person who cannot marry or be married.

(The 
uncircumcised meant/means that the

remained/remains

administratively divided 
(The Garissa District Development Plan 

has low population

grown up person 
circumcision which was/is meant

Garissa district is one of the four districts in North
Isiolo distirct to the

membership in the Gusii community.
boy was/is conferred onto her/him Gusii 

privileges and responsibilities 
profile 1986). Being 

individual is forever

of essential knowledge.
could not /cannot be regarded as a fully socialized and

she/he underwent/undergoes

province.
Wajir to the North, Republic of Somalia to the 

district to the West and Ijara district to
The district covers an area of 33,620 km2 and is

The people are an average



Demographic aspects

in three of the elevencarriedThis study outwas
district isdensity for thepopulationThedivisions.

Central divisionkilometer.3estimated at squareper
densities above the Itregistersothers mean.

km2
Buralowestand the2002in was

(The Garissakilometer2division with per squarepersons
deviationThis big2002-2008) .PlanDevelopmentDistrict
permanenttheattributable tois morethefrom mean
districtis thewhichGarissain townsettlement

lowesttheis amongstdivision
is accountIt on

are
and southwest of the

districtThelivelihoods.
district headquarters eventhe divisional.to

livelihoods.forsearchneighboring

(The Garissa
whenthetoretreatalwaysmost

Economic potential

The major
largelydivisions onCentral areandBura

self-haveSomali traditionally aThelivestock rearing.
animals forThey rearpastoralsustaining economy.

hidesmilk and andthem meat,obtaining fromsubsistence
is also thelivestock mainofsaleskins Thefor sale.
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migrants 
conditions become favorable.

of this that most settlements 
district where the Tana River provides 

experiences frequent migrations 
and even to the

districts as people
usually triggered by drought conditions

However,
These movements are

District Development Plan 2002-2008).
mother soil

social and economic activities in Jarajila, 
centered

headquarters. Jarajila 
settled divisions due to water problems.

concentrated to the west

amongst
recorded a population density of nearly 82 persons per

density was registered in



Livestocksociety.Somalitheincomeof amongsource
In line with theownership is

Somalithesystems,livestock managementtraditional are
occupyingclansdistinctofnumberintoorganized a

As
wherealong the Tanaisthis

carriedisfarms out.individual andon
on
infurtherandfloodriverthe zones

Pockets ofempty their water."laghas"wheredepressions
Southerntheinfedrain are

Inwomen.very low
schoollowesttheofhasthe onefact. area

for boys and 8 centpercent11i. e. perratesenrolment
81high asis perrate asThe school drop outfor girls.
Garissa(Thegirlsforcent43and perboysforcent
literacylowThe2002-2008).DevelopmentDistrict

inrates
climaticharshthenecessitatedof life

of the lowOther causes
poverty.culture.

including personnel.
othergirls aremarriagesarranged

(Thesocietythisinfemaleaffect
1997-2001).
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negatively
Garissa District Development Plan,

specific territories.
largely concentrated

by 
levels of literacy include apathy, 

and facilitiesinadequate infrastructure 
Female circumcision, early and usually 

factors that

Plan 
attributed to the Somali nomadic way 

conditions.

agriculture 
divisions including Bura division, 

in Garissa district, particularly among 
primary

practiced
The level of literacy is

irrigation on individual and group
Flood receding cultivation is practiced along the river 

slightly further inland

regards agricultural activities.
River

a status symbol in this area.

the area are

among
education



Social aspects

manthe Somaliz
is anmenimportant.

ofSome

towhoTherefore every
GarissainAs

146District,

4.2.1.3 Embu District

whichEmbu district is one
It

district toeast
total of 729.4

The
andintofurtherdivisions are

fifty two sub-locations.

Demographic aspects
withdensities areThe
and

to
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important 
even believe

self help groups
District Development Plan, 1997-2001).

hopes 
social

persons
2008

relatively high,
2 in 2002

This is mainly due 
includes Embu municipality, 

lowest density of 454 and this is 
{The Embu District

of the thirteen districts, 
borders Mbeere district to the 

the west and

girl who hopes to get 
circumcised. As regards social organization 

there are 256 women groups, 176 youth groups, 
and 99 welfare organizations (The Garissa

make up Eastern Province.
and southeast, Kirinyaga 

Tharaka district to the north, 
km^, which is divided into 

divided

population
central division having 783 
expected to grow to 869 by the year 
Development Plan 2002-2008). 
urban characteristics since it 
Runyejes division has the
expected to grow to 504 by the year 2008

per km‘
(The Embu District 

its

It occupies a 
six administrative divisions.

fifteen locations

In terms of the socio - cultural arrangements amongst 
the society is patriarchal and the man is all 
Circumcision for both men and women 

pre-requisite for marriage. Some of the people 
that female circumcision is required by Islam, 

married must be



Development Plan 2002-2008). The densities are high but are
almost evenly distributed in the rural settlement areas.

Economic potential

Agricultural land occupies about 244,000 hectares in
of which 8,200 hectares fall under highthe district. out

Runyenjes division.in wherei.e.zone.
(The Embu

2002-2008). SubsistencePlanDistrict Development crops
Dairy farming is also verymaize and beans.include yams.

20,000 hectaresAnotherthisin arezone.
About 86,100 hectares

in Gachoka andi.e.found in the marginal zone.of land are
tobacco.such cotton.Cropsdivisions.Siakago as

sorghumand are grownsunflowers.
Beef(The

zone.
specificdistrict areanoare

Embuhaving a
town where
poor

andorphanslaborers.farmthe landless.
of incomewith farm work assmall holders

theeducationaloflivelihood. In termsor
showssexenrolment attotal

Thewhile arethe malethat
femaleswhile(3.55%) aremale:dropout rates are

2002-PlanDevelopmentDistrictEmbu(3.36) (The1,069
have2008). This shows a

rate than Atwomen.
rates by sex shows that male 40.7%,enrolment
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the only source 
facilities.

the secondary school level,
female 43.1%.

higher school drop out 
the total

gender 96.4%
1,167

green grams, cowpeas
there (The Embu District Development Plan 2002-2008).
cattle and small stock are also kept in this zone. The poor 

with

slum dwellers and street children.
single mothers.

important 
classified as medium potential areas.

potential 
industrial crops such as tea and coffee are grown

the primary school level by
females are 95.6%.

found throughout the
marked concentration of the poor except in
the trend is broken by the high concentration of

The poor are mainly

that men



5.98%this level shows for andThe drop rateout at men
higher drop5.92% for women.

out rate.
Social aspects

education andsocio-cultural trainingregardsAs
Aembu believethe incircumcision)female(including

The
theeconomicsocial and are

education. However, some
education. Theformalandurbanizationofeffects

traditional education was
valuesinculcatingincludingthe young

life longeducationtraditional awasThisprinciples.
of botholder membersitandprocess was

becould nottraditional onethegenders.
untilup persona

The state of being
child.athatuncircumcised meant one

tonotchosenhaveparentsoflotToday, however. a
continued tohaveotherswhilechildrentheircircumcise

DistrictEmbu(Themodetraditionaltheinoperate
Development Plan 2002-2008).

4.3 The Study Sample and Selection Procedures

thefor studyrespondentsofcategoriesvariousThe
survey respondents. focusincluded- group

of methodologicalinsteadpurposeful strategies rules as
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imparted by the
Aembu

key informants, 
discussants in-depth interviewees and case studies.

Amongst 
regarded as a fully socialized and grown 
she/he underwent the circumcision rite, 

would always remain

socializing their young in the ways of their ancestors.
Aembu are passed down

supposed to mold the character of 
moral values and

Again at this level men have a

systems of
from generation to generation through traditional modes of 

of this has been lost due to the

Sampling for qualitative data collection was based on



required in quantitative inquiry. There is generala
that there rulesconsensus for sample sizeare inno

qualitative inquiry. Sample size depends what theon
researcher wants to know. time
and (Patton, This logic formed the basisresources
of sampling in this study. Further the trade-offs between
depth and breadth considered and decision was madewere a

interviewto limited number of information-richa
interviewees intensity sampling 2002).(Patton,or
Therefore this depth achieved through In-depthFGDs,was
interviews and started off withstudies. The processcase
the identification of key informants (qualitative) who then

respondentsfacilitated identificationthe of survey
fromdrawndiscussants(quantitative). Focus weregroup

while in-depthin theincludedthose who not surveywere
richinformationfrominterviewees drawn caseswere

and also duringidentified during Focus Group Discussions
studiesfor theintervieweesThethe werecasesurvey.

interviewand in-depththeboth FGDidentified during
the methods applied in collectionthe dataAllprocess.

sequenced inThe methodsinterlinked. wereprocess were
that each method provided an advantage towardssuch a way

identifying possible respondents.

The following sampling process was meant to facilitate
the data collection process.

4.3.1 Selection of Key Informants

This category of respondents comprised of information­
rich. community based gatekeepers. The selection of these
individuals possiblemade by using the provincialwas
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the purpose of the inquiry, 
2002).



administrators developmentand social officers who then
introduced the key informants. Thisresearcher enabledto
the researcher to the community gatekeepers andrelateto

honest about who II was was

table eighteentotal of4.1. A were
interviewed, differentdistrict. Sinceeachsix from

targeted. differentinformantscategories keyof were
See Table 4.1

Garissaof targetsbreakdowna
and Embu.

andGarissa(Kisii,Sample for Key InformantsTable 4.1
Embu)

No of respondents
Key informant category

Kisii Garissa Embu
1 1 1District Officer
1 1 1Medical Officer of Health

11 1Nurse
11 1

1 1 1
1 1 1

e6 6Total

4.3.2 Selection of Survey Respondents

To obtain a
selectused her tostudied, researcherthe a

districtin eachlocationsnumber fromadministrativeof
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_Teacher _ ____________
.Maendeleo ya Wanawake representative
Circumciser __________

establish rapport with them, 
and the nature

guides were developed for each key informant.
for a breakdown of targets interviewed in Kisii,

sampling frame for each of the districts 
judgment

of the study I was proposing to undertake. 
Categories of key informants for this study are described 
in table 4.1. A total of eighteen key informants



In Kisii district.
selected from the 31werefive

included Kegati, Sensi,district. Thesetheinexisting
locationsTheseBomeranda.andNyakoeMasaba,

the basis of their suitabilityon
femalethe

identified asWomen were
Thisa

womenan
sensitive naturethe

"femaletheofand very

features:two

talksuch people togetting
ofThis wasfemaleto

thusstate,
wasentryrootthrough grass

thetoThusfeasible.
andthevisits to

discussionsheld on

who further
thusresearcherThecommunitytheir

liaised
due toofficersthatand

centrality
socialtheofassistanceWith the

suitablein the districts werewomen groups
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regarding the 
circumcision.

practice of 
suitable

respondents 
practically 
researcher made

key
interviewed on matters

the study
; including District Commissioners) 

the communities through
(administrative officials 

facilitated entry into 
networks.

social development officer 
their

circumcision.
FC is banned by the
option of accessing 

found

matters related 
particular concern, especially because 

making it illegal. The

informal
with the office of the 

of respective district
in social administration and security concerns, 

development officer,

points
prior to sampling, 
respective study sites

with local leaders

which a sampling frame was constructed.
administrative locations

groups 
gntry points in order to develop a sampling frame, 
judgment was based on the fact that women groups were found 

appropriate mechanism for reaching women due to 
of the subject matter. The sensitive 

private nature of the study topic 
circumcision" posed particular methodological challenges in 
obtaining the desired sample. The researcher had to satisfy 

identifying people willing to be 
widely acknowledged as "private" and 

about their involvement in

Nyaribari 
were purposely selected 

high prevalence of

to be

identified as



areas.
anbecause werewas

The reason why women only weremechanism of reaching women.
of the sensitivebecause andin the wassurvey

that were being investigated.
in theIssues pertaining to weremen

due toGarissa,In ansample.qualitative
of the study.timetheatarea,

from the urban and
researcher andthefor

Table 4.2research
inprocesstheofa

identified in Kisii.of 75 wereA total
listThe researcher compiled a

samplingserved aasthein
random sampling. astage.frame at

total of 120 participants
A total ofwasThe same process

a71 werewomen
was

The nine respondentsnamely
reluctance towhere

of women groups
locationstheofSelectionstudy.

unpredictabletheaccountintotookhoweverGarissa,
in Garissa(banditry and violence) at

for Kisii and Garissa was repeatedThe same process as
89oftotaldistrict. Afor women groupsEmbu were

120sample of respondentsidentified Embu. Ain was
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security conditions 
the time of the study.

to participate 
this

identified in
obtained from three locations

study which
Through simple 

were selected.
repeated for Garissa.

Garissa. After that

adequately covered
its being

insecurity prone 
participants in the study 
peri-urban areas where security

assistants could be better guaranteed, 
sample selection

sampled
private nature of the issues

groups 
sample of 129 respondents 

(Jarajila, Bura and Central), 
spillover in Garissa district, 

participate in the study was noted through the few number 
identified as willing to participate in the 

(research sites) in

entry points to acquire sampling frames for selected 
This was because they were found to be an appropriate

presents a synthesis 
Kisii, Garissa and Embu.

were drawn

were a

women groups
of members who volunteered



namely Mbeti Kagaarifrom three locations North,selected
Gaturi locationsSouth). These purposelyandSouth were

their suitability regarding thethe basis ofselected on
high prevalence of the practice of female circumcision.
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Table 4.2 Total nwaber of persons willing to participate in

KXSII GARISSA EMBU

Survey Participants

Total number of 28 10 12 6 19 75 15 21 35 71 40 27 22 89

Number of 100 40 63 25 81 309 28 46 55 129 120 87 75 282

Number selected to 30 17 24 15 34 120 28 46 12955 55 49 25 120
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active women groups 
per location

volunteers per 
location

participate in the 
study
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4.3.2 Selection of oixhez* Respondents

categories ofThree other respondents- namely. Focus Group Discussants z

(FGDs) were held. Three in Kisii district.
in Garissa district and three in Embu district. Focus Group discussants drawnone were

from those who were not included in the survey (See appendix 1 for topics covered in the
FGDS).

4.3Table The distribution of the number of conducted during the study for Embu,FGDs
Kisii and Garissa

Kisii Garissa Embu

1
1 1 1

0
1 1

1 1
0
0

3 73 1
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FGD Social Category 
Description

a <D 
<0

0

i
flj 
4-1 
O 

EH

fl) 
M s

nt 
4J 
O

fl) 
(0 
0»

+» 
nt &

nt •a m 
1 -s e

2 I m

0) 
■S

In school female youth 
Out-of-school female youth
Fathers of uncircumcised 
daughters______________
Fathers of circumcised 
daughters______________
Sub Totals

3 
0

5 
g 

■H to

1

Os a g o tn
ntu co (0

H

ja

fl) -H 
.b y Z nt

nt
U
c
©
U IH QIn school male youths

Circumcised women______
Out of school male youths 
Un~circumcised women

In-Depth
Interviewees and Case study Interviewees were selected and interviewed for this study.

A total of seven Focus Group Discussions

nt

2



(purposeful selection of information rich cases) totala
chosen. Theseof distributed thewere threewere across

follows: 8 respondents from Kisii district. 3 respondents from Garissaas
district and 7 respondents from Embu district. All 18 were

In-depth intervieweesselected. were cases

GARISSA EMBU

In-depth interviews participants

In school male youths 1 1 2
Circumcised 1 1 1 1 4women
Out of school male youths 1 1
Un-circumcised women 1 1 2

1 1 2In school female youth
31Out-of-school female youth 1 1

1 21Fathers of uncircumcised daughters
1 1 2Fathers of circumcised daughters

3 7 188Totals
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Through intensity sampling 
eighteen in-depth interviewees 

districts
respondents

drawn from information rich

KISII
Xi
nj >, z

purposively 
identified during 

Focus Group Discussions and also during the survey. (See appendix 1 for topics covered in 
the In-depth interviews).The distribution of respondents is outlined on table 4.4.
Table 4.4. The distribution of the number of in-depth interviews



The interviewees
The

Astudies acase
female and male parenttherepresenting a

circumcised andmiddletherepresenting an
theuncircumcised awoman

theandcircumciser an
byrespondents district ofstudyofdistribution case

KisiiFemale Elder
EmbuMale Elder
KisiiFemale parent
GarissaMale parent
GarissaCircumcised young woman
EmbuUncircumcised young woman
EmbuCircumciser
KisiiAdministrator

4. 4 Methods of Data Collection

namely primary anddata:ofused twoThe study

It took
of threeassistance researchtheelicitedresearcherThe

The criteria for theassistants in each of the study sites.
included:assistants theirresearchtheofselection
hightheir levels ofsubject matter,theininterest

to understand the local dialecttheir abilitymotivation,
of the subject matter.and gender considerations because
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secondary data.
the researcher two months each in each study site.

origin.
Table 4.5 Case study participants and locations

types
This data was collected in the year 2000.

during both the FGD and 
comprised of: 

elderly.

in-depth interview processes.
female and a male elder

aged, 
representing the young,

Table 4.5 presents

for the case studies were identified

young
administrator.



The researcher took the research assistants

The researcher then the sections of
the questionnaire and made clarifications all theon
questions that clear them.not to After thiswere the
researcher and the assistants
to get a

as
of words possibleas was

using the assistant's familiarity with the local meanings
of words.

4.4.1 Collection of Secondary Data
obtained from variousSecondary data was sources.

ofThese included various records and documentarytypes
relatedHistorical documentsevidence. femaleto

Kenya were perused. These included bans.circumcision in
well as people's ofdeclarations and accountsstatutes as

involved.which they Alsoincidents periods in wereor
official statistics,analysis churchperused for were

political speeches. and therecords. debates. reports
content of the mass media.

4.4.2 Primary Data

utilisedTo collect for thethe bulk data studyof a
combination qualitativeof quantitative and methods was
used.

In the following section. the methods utilized and the
rationale for selecting them is presented.
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The complex and 
very private nature of the practice of female circumcision

pre-tested the questionnaire 
feel of how the actual interviewing process would

proceed. The researcher tried as much as possible to get 
close interpretations of difficult

through a 
rigorous process of training, explaining the purpose of the 
research as motivated by purposes of national development, 

took them through all



suitablechoice of researchtheinchallengepresented a
need identifythe totheremethods. example,For arose

the practice. the need to getininvolved

believe theythat were
adopted quantitative andthe studyaddress these concerns
methods guaranteetocollectionqualitative data

collection methodsdataTheseandreliability
found relevantwere

throughderiveddataofintegrationandcomparison
Focus Groupofchoicethus the survey.methods.varied
studies andcase(FGDs),Discussions
facilitatetoThisresearch methods. wasdocumentary

ofconsistencytheofcross-checkingandcomparison
thedifferentfromderivedinformation
forDiscussionsGroupFocusmethods.different

limitlikely tonaturetheirby veryare
the samethis shortcoming.To overcome
in-depththroughsourcedinformation

interviews.
thesethatit was

Thethepicture of
that.ofbehind therationale use

tofromflow a

and naturethediscoverseeksand to
the2002).(Patton,

bothofweaknesses
in orderof totaken carewere
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compatibility 
varying strengths and ■ 
quantitative approaches 
improve the quality of data in the study.

respondents using 
(FGDs)

pragmatic approach 
potential compatibility 

of such

space. Further, it was hoped 
techniques of data collection would provide

practice of female circumcision.

example
information sharing.

was exhaustively
and case studies, which provided

combining

degree 
Through triangulation, 

qualitative and

validity.
in that this strategy would facilitate 

the

a more private

girls and women
such people to talk about their experiences and the need to 

telling the truth. In order to

a comprehensive

these mixed methods was
triangulation efforts
mixed methods analysis that assumes

In-depth interviews.
done



4.4.3 Sequencing of Methods for Data Collection
the researcher's first contact with

the community.
the usefulness of thestudy subject, the

of Key Informantsthestudy. This led to
social serviceandofficesadministrativefrom the

discussants. in-depthFGDagencies. Survey
thatandinterviewees case
havetheseforrationalesof theDetailsorder.

already been discussed in previous sections.

4.4.4 The Survey
the second method of data collection. A

120survey was
from Kisii and 129

Anrespondents.nineof
frominformationofcollectionfacilitated
The4,2) .table(Seethe

questionscontained
of wasConstruction

4.5 Qualitative Data Collection
Focus Group Discussions

participantscategories ofdifferentThrough
were targeted.

inindividuals category12 a group
one

research assistants.thefrom FGDSdrawnmoderator among
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The first activity was
This contact involved explanations about the

The survey was 
administered to a total sample of 369 women, 

from Garissa district.

objectives and 
identification

open-ended
the questionnaire

questionnaire
selected

respondents, 
study participants followed in 

choices

questionnaire 
(See Appendix I) . 
guided by the study objectives.

sample of respondents 
closed and

from Embu, 120
Garissa district had 129 respondents because of a spillover 

interviewer administered

per 
facilitated by the investigator with the assistance of

FGDs, 
This approach involved bringing together 8- 

discussion



ofdeal aone getcan a
if

and socio-economicmembers
distribution of thecharacteristics

Kisiinumber of FGDs
and Garissa study areas

In-Depth Interviews

used.alsowere

Theconstructed. on
oral aone

awere

of ownin termsof female
involved theinterviewingofThisreference.

conducting thewhenmindinhaving anresearcher
interviewstheinStructureinterviews.

of an
is aas a

{Stroh,listthan acovered
theof

Garissa study areas
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{Patton, 
conducted during the study for Embu, 

is shown on Table 4.3.

in-depth
Kisii and

through the use 
"This prompt 

formal
prompt.

rather

(See appendix 1
A discussion topic
study theme. 

interviews with

populations.
dialogue by allowing 

circumcision

of questions" 
number of

great
group discussion, especially 
through similar experiences such 
if members share demographic

2002). The

one to 
each of the target groups in the study 
interviews were supposed to achieve 
interviewees to talk about the subject 

their own frames of

In-Depth interviews 
for topics covered in the interviews). 
guideline was constructed, based on the 
investigator conducted 
representative from 

These

were preferred for collection of qualitative data because 
information during a focus 

participants have gone 
as female circumcision or

was provided
interview schedule, which only acted 

series of topics to be

2000:207). The distribution
interviews conducted during the study for Embu, 

is shown on table 4.4.

type
aim



p

Case Studies

chosen after thestudy wasThe case
one

time rooted andatheinbe usedcan
enable socialCaseprivate

reflectto
between

both

a cross-andsystematic
section of actors across

otherand
thein case werenames

of thethetofictitious
caseThe

4.5 Data Collection Process

a
the

atwasThisof
was
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methodologies.
in

respondents.
whether the instrument

in contemporary 
method enabled the

comprehensive 
phenomena and

order to protect 
distribution of

with the recruitment and 
guided their

identity
study participantsinterviewees.

is shown on Table 4.5.

consideration that it was 
investigation of 

studies

quantitative
The names used

method 
of the holistic methods that

freedom from stereotypes 
study and interest in the survey 
intense training and pretesting 

instrument on a

of the research began
The criteria that

pleasant personality, 
communities under

time periods.
from both the

out the survey
had similar characteristics

exercise
served the purpose for which it

This phase 
training of interviewers, 
selection included articulateness, 

towards 
topic.This was followed by 
which consisted of trying 

small number of persons who 
with those of the target group 

aimed at establishing

practice like FC. 
scientists to acquire in-depth descriptions which 

awareness of the relationship 
other individual and societal responses, 

and historical perspectives. Therefore this 
researcher to acquire in-depth, precise, 

comprehensive descriptions from
different age groups in different 

compliment the data derived 
the other qualitative 

studies

It was used to



designed whether further revision needed.or Thiswas
exercise conducted in all three study sites.was
followed by actual thetoaccess and

interviewing.ofcommencement the data
collection the researcherprocess

supervision and follow ups-.

4.6 Data Analysis Techniques

informationstarted with organizing theThis process
using thefrom field in readable formthe computer

Thisscientistssocial (SPSS).statistical package for
coding, editing.

data entry.
limiteddata was

Responses were
tables andinto

4.7 Ethical Considerations

doctrine informedofwith theIn consent

circumcision.
information about
understandable to to
decide whether or not to participate in The
researcher in particular took time to explain the overall

particularly importanceactivity, theresearch of the
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respondents
Throughout
ensured quality control

being given by having sustained

organized into frequency 
percentages with the aim of summarizing the data and making 
it more intelligible.

in this study
because of the nature of the subject matter.

distribution

process entailed the following five steps: 
cleaning and data modification. The analysis of 

to descriptive statistics

keeping
before undertaking research in a sensitive area like female 

all groups of interviewees were provided with 
the research subject in the most easily 

language to enable them to voluntarily 
the research.

of the responses that were

This was



This was
ensured names

the
consent

researcher was
usual

explicitly negotiatedinintervieweesthethan

4.8 Limitations of the Study

a number
of limitations were

to
reasons

theofbecauseto

onthe

the need to
example.Garissalocality. In

the geographiclimitedoftime
Thescope

abandonment efforts
andWesternlargely been asseen
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engaging 
consent in writing.

by
information

research in the national development process. Participants 
confidentiality would be observed

complexities 
the

Notwithstanding the timeliness of the study, 
envisioned from the very beginning of 

contribute to the

suspicion with which 
sexuality are treated, 
descriptive study are acknowledged. Further, 
limitations because the results obtained may 
problem of generalization for the entire country because of 

contextualize the unique differences in each 
district, for

designed to
for the persistence of 
However it was limited

were also reassured that

run into the

from all

study 
insecurity at the time of study

of the study sites that could safely be visited.
directed at practicing societies have

feminist further

within the

the study. This study was 
better understanding of the 
the practice of female circumcision.

exploratory and explanatory analysis 
intimate nature of the practice of female circumcision and 

inquiries on issues touching on 
Possible limitations of this kind of 

this study had

in regard to the information they would volunteer, 
removing the names and other identifying 

reports of the study. Given the 
of informedsurrounding the process

content with embracing implied consent
subtleties of human communication rather



In
are

beconsidered totoo
the as a

to
datathiswas

in are
theofnatureof the

strongataboos
todatabase

theFurther,

control

to
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made public, 
international

practice 
because

Although the 
domain

Kenya
private

associated with

the pattern 
making it impossible 
estimate sample precision.

prevalence and persistence of the 
difficult to obtain particularly 

practice and the 
Lack of

Exact statistics on

private 
subject is constantly in 
health and human rights issue people are not always willing 

give information about their personal experiences. It 
anticipated that this could greatly hamper the 

collection exercise.

contributing to the suspicion by practicing societies.
Kenya discussions on the issue of female circumcision

became an impediment to the study process, 
choice of nonprobability sampling inherently 

had the following two weaknesses: it was not possible to 
for investigator bias in the selection of units and 

of variability could not be predicted thereby 
calculate sampling error or to

the practice.
the



CHAPTER FIVE

PART ONE
5.1 FINDINGS:

are basedThis
on data

were
were

femaleon

atwere
female circumcision

within the context ofa
andpersuasion

theoretical

nature.the andcausesThe issues
manifestations of

abandonto the
behind thefemale

oftoUsed encourage
foregoing.toIn

is presentedquantitative
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capture 
data

to 
female 
both

practice of
persuasion drive and the

communities
order
qualitative

study sites was to
the practice of female circumcision.

men were adequately covered 
interviews were aimed

circumcision i.e.
the capacities of the

investigated included, 
consequences of female 
the practice of female circumcision, 
recipient communities to be persuaded 

circumcision, the forces 
tools of persuasion that have been 

abandon the practice 
the

chapter contains study findings which 
collected during a survey of 369 women who formed 

the study sample. This chapter also presents data collected 
through other non survey methods. The survey took place in 

(see appendix 11, map 2). All respondents 
female. The

three study sites
interviewed in the survey were female. The reason why men 

left out of the survey was because of the sensitivity 
of the study topic occasioned by the prevailing attitudes 

bodies arising from the dominant socialization 
processes. Issues pertaining to 
in the qualitative sample. The 

the cultural institution of

methodological 
on the three different

perspective
The

circumcision.
and

examining 
from comparative

and persistence.
rationale for focusing

show different levels of abandonment of



case

The discussion

The

examine and

of these

5.1.1 Socio- Demographic Characteristics of Respondents

characteristicsThe
individualsthea

In the study of

marital

169

education, 
their decision to have

chapter. A 
six.

organized around 
study objectives, 
to represent the 
comparative aspect of this study was captured through the 
consideration that the broad objective of this study was to 

cultural institution of female

socio-demographic 
profiling of 

research process.

following
provide a descriptive
interviewed during the

female circumcision it is hypothesized 
that an individual's socio-economic and demographic 
characteristics such as age, religious background, level of 

status, etc, are likely to influence 
their daughter circumcised or not.

present the
circumcision from a comparative perspective and within the 
context of persuasion and persistence. This is done 
throughout this chapter where the comparative findings from 
the three study sites are presented together with a summary 

comparative findings appearing at the end of this 
discussion of these findings follows in chapter

the institution of

concurrently. Qualitative data was obtained with the help 
of Focus Group Discussions, In-depth interviews and, 
studies. The aim of collecting data through these methods 
was to obtain complementary information since statistical 
representation is not always without flaws.
is orqanized around themes and sub-themes guided by the 

Quotable quotes have also been included 
"voice" of the stakeholders.



5.1. 2 Age

wereagescategory. For ease
80evidentisIt

were

Table 5.1: Respective Age Groups by District (n=369)

TOTALGarissaEmbuKisiiDistrict/variable
%% No.% No.% No.No.

8.4319.3129.2116.7815
11.64314.01812.5158.3102420
9.29.3 34128.31010.0122925
20.67620.22620.82520.8253430
16.36015.52016.72016.72035- 39

53 14.413.21714.21715.8194440
12.84711.61511.71415.0184945

25 6.77.096.786.78>50
369 100100129100120100120Total

higherdistrict hadtable Garissathe a

responses were
education,'none',into nocategorized
education'.plus'secondaryand

Table

revealed that 21 per
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Age 
. - 19

As evident from 
number of respondents compared to other districts.

5.1.3 Education
On educational background, respondents' 

for no forxoal
'primary' , 'secondary'

4,2 presents the distribution of respondents by level 
of education attained. As evident from the table, findings 

cent of the respondents did not have

groups.
per cent were above 25 years.
on respective age groups by district.

Regarding age, the average age of the respondents was 
33.67 with the majority of the respondents in the 30-34 age 

of analysis, the ages were classified 
from the analysis that 
Table 5.1 provides details

into age



formal education.any This is indication ofan the low
literacy levels of which translateswomen,
empowered women.
Kenya is 2006),

realization
Whereas 39 that

31 per
Only 9

by district revealed
that in Kisii, 8 of thecent total numberper of
respondents (n-120) interviewed had formal educationno
compared to 43 per and 38cent who had attained
primary school and secondary school levels of education
respectively. The other 11 hadcent attainedper post
secondary education. Embu district.In 9 per cent of the

hadrespondents formal education. 59no hadcentper
primaryattained level of education. 30 per cent had

attained secondary level of education.
had attained post-secondary education.
the situation different withwas cent ofper the
respondents having had formal education whileno 13 per

had primary level of educationcent and 25 hadcent

14
of thecent respondents had attainedper post secondary

education.

171

attained secondary level education, 
of illiteracy in the district.

per
Despite the high level 

the study revealed that

into non- 
Considering that one in every ten women in 

illiterate (Population Reference Bureau, 
this has serious negative implications for the 
of development goals. Whereas 39 per cent indicated 
they had attained primary school level of education, 
cent reported that they had secondary education.
per cent of the respondents reported that they had attained 
secondary plus education. Analysis

per cent

and only 2 per cent 
In Garissa district.

48



by Levelsof Respondents ofDistribution5.2:Table

Attainment (n=369)

GarissaEmbu TOTALKisiiDistrict/variable
% %% No.% No.No.No.Age

33 8.9142 18213 11Post secondary
30.925 14430 32363846Secondary

140 37.9131759714352Primary
22.382486291189None

369 100100129100120100120Total

ofnumberthehadGarissaComparatively/
hand,theeducation. Onformalno

educational attainmentlevel
lowest59 per centof
level.schooltheAt13of

Garissa.in
had

However,

district
oflevel

5.1.4 Religious Background

respondentstheof werecent43Whereas per
of theindicated that they werecent30Protestants, per

catholic. Othercent23 wereandfaithIslamic
constituted 4 perreligious groups,
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per
; the atheists,

per cent. At the secondary
Kisii district had the highest attainment 

lowest percentage of 25 per 
Garissa district

respondents with
Embu had the highest primary 

while Garissa district attained the

cent attained
the highest proportion (14 per cent)

had attained post secondary level of education.
comparative analysis of respondents with primary 

education revealed that Kisii had the 
cent followed by Embu

figure 
respondents from
level of 38 per cent with the

and above 
highest level of attainment of 36 per 
and Garissa with 24 per cent and 18 per cent respectively.

such as

Surprisingly,
of respondents who

highest
other



theofexaminationFurthertheofcent
revealeddistrict

100 per cent)

5.1.5 Marital Status

theofcent68 per

perthe
orwerecent
theof

37cent
Embuthemcent

Garissa

married

5.1.6 Household composition

compositionhouseholdthetoAnswers
centrevealed that

cent

centcentGarissa
children.

31percentage
while Embu

respectively.cent,

173

on 
respondents had children
child (see Table 5.3).

per 
and

question
of the

per 
and Kisii

respondents.
affiliation

18 per cent 
remaining 14 

separated 
married

while 20 per 
Further analysis by

from Embu

analysis
33

80 per
did not have any 
district revealed that

had children while in
and 69 per cent respectively had 

Garissa district had the highest
without children

that 71 per cent
compared to 62 per cent

respondents
reported that they were 

reported that they
from their spouses. Further 
respondents by district 

and 30 per cent of
revealed that 33 per 

were from Kisii,
District analysis showed

in Kisii and Embu were

Concerning their marital 
indicated that they were 

single and 
either widowed

districts, respectively.
of the respondents

in Garissa district.

cent and 19 per

the respondents 
81 per
This means that 

cent of respondents 
districts had 9 per

respondents' religious
that 57 per cent of the Catholics were
61 per cent respondents in Embu were Protestants while all 
the respondents (i.e. 100 oer cent) from Garissa district 
were Muslims.

91 per cent of
Kisii and

by
from Kisii district.

status.
married.



Households by ofofDistribution presence5.3:Table
children (n=369)

GarissaEmbu TOTALKisiiDistrict/variable
%% % No.No.% No.No.

69 295 79.991 891098197withFamilies
children

40 31 74 20.109111923withoutFamilies
children

100 369 100129100120100120Total

comparativedisaggregatedgenderhouseholdAlthough
of the respondents withcent60 per

had femaledistrictGarissainchildren
lowesthad thedistrictthatfromrespondentschildren.
Kisiichildren. Infemaleofcent53of perpercentage

of all respondents reported havingcent57district per
For Embu district, the figure stood at 61female children.

children intrend of number ofthisBased oncent.per
of the58 centperthehouseholds,

least 1atchildren orwith
more

families
cent ofperinthat,showedhad

Kisiifemale child while in andone
centGarissa
theOnly percent24and per

Kisii and 10 per centrespondents in Embu,
inchildren the(5)fivehad moreGarissa orin

and KisiiGarissa5.4Tablefromevidenthousehold. As

174

analysis showed that 
interviewed

respectively.
15 per cent in 

female

study revealed that
interviewed had

respondents had only
districts the comparative figures were 27 per

7 per cent of

respondents
female children.
Further analysis of the number of daughters'

Embu district 49



districts the highest percentage.had (20 cent) ofper
respondents with three female children.
Table 5.4: Number of Daughters per Household (n=171)

KisiiDistrict/variable Embu Garissa TOTAL
%Number of No. No. % No. % No. %

16 27 30 49 13 24 59 34.5
2514 14 23 14 262 42 24.6
20 9 14 11 20113 31 18.1

57 13 4 7 124 16 9.3
7 10 189 15 45+ 23 13.5
100% 53100% 6157Total 100% 171 100

similar trend for5.5 shows almostTable boyan
in Embu districtBased on the table,children by household.

respondents had (1) malethe childof48 cent oneper
35 for Kisiiand26 cent andrelative centto perper

resultsrespectively. The showeddistricts thatGarissa
while 18 per cent of respondents in Kisii had five (5) or
more male children none in Embu had the same number of male

The figure for Garissa was 10 per cent.children.
Table 5.5 Numbec of Sons per Household (n=124)

GarissaDistrict/variable Kisii Embu TOTAL
%%% No. No.Number of Sons No.No. %

12 3523 48 4510 26 36.31
9 2613 12 25 432 32 34.7

1916 7 223 7 17 8 17.8
4 10 124 3 8 5 11 9.7
4 105+ 7 18 0 0 11 8.9
36 100%Total 40 100% 48 100% 124 100
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Daughters 
1



5.2 Manifestations of Female Circtuncision (FC)

5.2.1 FC Prevalence

toaskedRespondents gaugewere a
femaleofexistencetheoftheir awareness

usedthe practice towith(FC) . wereNames synonymous
being asked.whatunderstandrespondentstheenable was

99 per cent of
On whether FC

district.theirinthat FCagreedrespondents
member of theirifaskedfurther anywere

showedresults 98The perfamilies
their family who had beenmember ofleasthad atcent a

similar trendacircumcised.

beenhadfamily
had beenwho circumcised.memberfamilytheidentify

in Kisii district reported that 100 percent of
grand mothers. mothers and the

Findingscircumcised.beenthemselves

only centwhilecircumcised perbeen

cent94andmothersgrand per
of the respondents68 centcompared to percircumcised

only 10 per centFurther,themselves who had undergone FC.
circumcised inhad been Embudaughtersrespondents'of

circumcisedhadwho theirthoseofnumberThe

176

district.
gx'^ndchildren was very low standing at 2 per cent compared

respondents 
their great grand mothers, 

had

variety of questions 
circumcision

respondents
indicate that 40 per cent of the respondents' daughters had

12 per cent of their

Respondents
had been circumcised.

grandchildren had been circumcised.
In Embu district 98 per cent of the great grand mothers and 

of mothers had been

Analysis by district revealed 
with respondents indicating that at least a member of their 

circumcised (see Table 5.6). Asked to

Asked whether they had ever heard about FC, 
the respondents replied in the affirmative, 
was practiced in their communities, 98 per cent of all the 

existed



centGarissafrom per
grand mothers, mothers

circumcised.been The

Table 5.6 Family Members Circumcised by District.

GarissaEmbu TOTALKisiiDistrict/variable
% No. %No.% No.No.

362125 97 98.198117100120
97 362 98.112598117100120
97 357 96.712594112100120Mother

326 88.3125 976881100120Respondent
140 37.9628010124048

27 52 14.935231214

isTable 5.6 FC
members greatfemale

in all
trendthreethe

daughters and

the young
is as agetherethat ashownthat have

women choosing to getthe number of girls orindecreases
1999). TheRK/MOH,1993/(PATHXMYWO,circumcised

doesdecreasesthat soisthis ageasofimplication
This pattern suggests athe family.inFC

the past two decades.overindecline
the study revealed that FC

177

respondents'
and the respondents
respondents had circumcised 62 per cent of their daughters 
and only 27 per cent of their grandchildren.

Family Member 
circumcised

prevalence of 
the practice of FC 

In Kisii district, for example.

Great grandmother
Grandmother

Daughter 
Grandchild

to other family members who had been circumcised. Responses 
district showed that 97 per cent of the

very prevalent amongst the 
(i.e.

great grand mothers, 
themselves had

%

older generation female family
grandmothers, grandmothers, mothers and respondents) 

districts. However, there is a downward
with the younger female family members (i.e.
grand children). This downward trend in FC prevalence among 

confirms the findings from other related studies 
downward trend

Based on



cent, were
been Garissa the study resultsIn
show that 97 the great grandmothers,ofcentper
mothers. 62

their grand daughters. were
observed for Embu district.

5.2.2 Occurrence of FC

asked whether FC
communities. alltheir three

districts.
while as

by Kisiicommon.
centdistrict

Garissaand represents
perception the of inFCrespondents' theoccurrenceon

study areas.

(n=369)

TOTAL
No.No.No. No. %
4810 371276 63 136 36.9

33 78 61403744 162 43.9
57 3 2680 0Rare 71 19.2
100% 129120120 100%Total 100% 369 100
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was widespread.
Analysis

per 
circumcised.

Embu_
%

District/variable 
Perception
Widespread
Common

Kisij^ 
%

Gariss_a
%

Respondents were asked whether FC was widespread in 
respective communities. Generally in

36 per cent of the respondents indicated that FC 
termed the practice 

revealed that in

of the respondents daughters and 27
Similar (declining)

63 per cent of the respondents felt that 
widespread compared to 10 per cent and 37 per cent in Embu 

districts respectively. Table 5.7

practice among the older generation was as high as 100 per 
cent except for the daughters and grandchildren where only 
40 and 12 per cent, respectively, 

district.

Table 5.7: Respondents Perception on the Occurrence of FC

FC was

per cent
and mothers

43 per cent 
district

grand
had been circumcised compared to

per cent of 
trends

reported to have



widespread inFCThose as
the mainidentifytheir communities were

summarizes the5.8Tablepractice.of theperpetrators
identified by 63table,theresults. Based women wereon

the main perpetrators of theof the respondentsper cent as
both andthatfelt30 centpractice while men womenper

(7)Men seven perwerewere

women

inThe
considered both andmenKisii 85 per
in Embu district 98of FC while perwomen

hefelt that women weretheofcent

With specific referencewomen
12 per cent and 6
Embu and Garissainofcentper

districts,
of FC.
Table 5.8: Perpetrators of FC by District.

Garissa TOTALEmbuKisiiDistrict/variable
% No.% %No.No.%No.Perpetrators
6 268 7.1121434Men
94 233121 63.182981214Women
0 110 29.806785102Both

100 369100 129 100.0120100120Total
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respondents who reported 
asked to

named by only
These findings are consistent with

perpetrators
to be the perpetrators of FC. 

only 3 per cent, 
Kisii,

to men as perpetrators,
respondents

respectively, considered them to be perpetrators

perpetrators.
cent of the respondents.
those from a study by Alberg (1991) which showed that most 

who have been circumcised are strongly in favor of FC 
The perpetrators of the practice were 

study revealed that
for their daughters.
further analyzed by district.

cent of respondents
as perpetrators

respondents
and in Garissa district 94 per cent considered



5.2.3 Type of FC Performed

identify theasked ofto type FCRespondents were
The study foundcommunities,their thatpracticed in out

circumcisionfemaleofthree namelythere typesare
infibulation. and excision thatclitoridectomy. are

as
identified infibulationThose whorespondents.of the

Excision emerged asincluded 9 per cent of the respondents.
of thewith (1)practiced centthe least one per

respondents naming it.
(clitoridectomy,studies. all three typesotherIn

excision and infibulation)

of FC
FC practiced
respondentsAmongthreeallacross

interviewed.
theas

in Garissathe table.Based on
secondthe mostdistrict
consistentisThisof FC.formpracticed

form ofis the mostinfibulation FC,severe
ofpart Kenya whichNorth Easternthepracticed

(RK/MOH, 1999). Table 5.9districtGarissaencompasses
contains these responses.
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practiced in the three study areas. Clitoridectomy emerged 
the most widely practiced type according to 90 per cent

frequently 
with existing

reports that 
in

Kenyan tribes with each tribe practicing a particular type 
(RK/MOH, 1999). Analysis by district revealed that 

clitoridectomy is the most preferred type of 
districts. Among the

100 per cent in Kisii and 98 per cent in Embu 
and 71 per cent in Garissa reported clitoridectomy 
type of FC practiced. Table 5.9 has details on the types of 
FC performed by district, 

infibulation is

are widely practiced by various



Table 5.9: Type of FC performed by District.

District/variable GarissaKisii Embu TOTAL
% % %of No. No. No. %FC No.

120 100 92 71 332Clitoridectomy 120 100 90.0
0 32 25 320 0 8.7Infibulation 0

0 0 5 4 5 1.30Excision 0
100 129 100 369100 120 100120Total

PART TWO

FINDINGS: TOWARDS THE ABANDONMENT OF FC

5.3 Capacities of Communities to Practice FC

5.3.1 Support for FC

Asked to state whether they supported FC, 53 per cent
indicatedinterviewed that theyof the

47the other saidcentper
variousof the levels ofassessmentAnthey did not.

districtsin therespondentstheFCfor among

fromthe
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respondents
supported the practice while

Type 
performed

respondents
respectively supported it (see table 5.10).

support
studied showed that 60 per cent of the respondents in Kisii 
district supported the practice while 42 and 57 per cent of 

Embu and Garissa districts



Support FC byTable 5.10:

Garissa TOTALEmbuKisii
%No.

53.1196
435558704048No 173 46.9

129100%120100%120 369 100.0100%Total

the communities studied.
46 per cent

centpersaid that

cent20respect
Furtherreducesitbecause

57
per cent

centper

cent.

cent
because of

reduces

thetheFC because
44 cent fromcent were45

On the other

182

modern society
of

per cent said 
the female body.

Percentage of Respondents Who
District {n=369)

per
sexual

practice, 45 per
Garissa and 11 per cent

%
42

No.
74

%
57

District/variable
Support for FC

Yes
%

60
No.
72

No. 
50

and gain 
supported the

For the 173 respondents who did not support FC, 40 per 
of them said that they did not support the practice 

the health problems associated with it, while 38 
that FC did not play any significant role in 

Other notable reasons given were that it 
sexual enjoyment and damages the body (15 per cent) 

part of the old culture, which is against 
(7 per cent) . Of those who did not support 

health problems associated with 
from Embu,

the same reasons.

a number of reasons emerged for the

practice because it reduces nign sexuai urges.
analysis by district revealed that in Kisii district, 

supported FC because it preserved culture compared 
in Garissa who supported the practice for 

For Embu district the figure was 11 per
to 32

and that it is

per
from Kisii district.

During the study, 
support of the practice of FC in 
Among the respondents supporting the practice, 

the practice preserved culture, 21 
supported the practice in order to avoid shame 

in the community and
high

revealed that



75hand. of
per cent were from Embu district.

5.3.2 Reasons for Getting Circumcised

femaleof94 centBased on
communities toiscircumcision

whichforculturalfulfill reasonsa
avoiding family shame (75women

and(50 cent),percent),per
husband on

decisions to getforaccountingthe reasons
revealed that 98districtAnalysis by percircumcised.
of the respondents incent89andcentcent.

Embu,
(see table 5.11).as awas

is alsoFCa

to

in
less important.

183

respondents studied
in order

(45 per cent) .
women's

according to 93 per
revealed that getting a husband is the second reason for FC 
practice in Embu district; this reason was supported by 83 
per cent, of the respondents from the district. Respondents 

Garissa and Kisii districts considered the reason as

performed as a cultural requirement 
Other than fulfilling a cultural requirement, 
practiced in Kisii district in order to avoid family shame 

93 per cent of the respondents. The study

93 per cent and 89 per
Kisii and Garissa districts respectively felt that FC

requirement.
get circumcised included: 

maintenance of virginity.
Table 5.11 has detailsgetting a

those who termed the practice as unimportant.

I per 
practiced in the

Other



Table 5.11 Reasons for Circumcision by District

District/variable Kisii Embu Garissa TOTAL
% % %for No. No. %Reasons No. No.

68 5330 78 6536 185 50.1
53 41112 93 109 91 277 75.1

83 30 2325 10030 166 45.0
115118 98112 93 347 94.089

askedfurther toRespondents namewere
was

cent

cent
dowry. presentsattract morehusbands toor

the table.answers.

(11.1 per cent)(30.1 per
by districtcent).(9.5sexuality'

31 of thecentinthat perrevealed
was

was
Inorder to or

important because

they Inwereonceas
addition.
that FC was

Conforming culturetohusbands and was

184

per
Kisii,

the specific
Whereas 20

undergoing FC 
To maintain 
virginity_______
To avoid family 
shame___________
To get a husband
Cultural 
requirement

respondents 
reported that it was important because it was conformation 
to culture while 24 per cent of the respondents said it 
important in order to get husbands or attract dowry. 
Embu, 33 per cent of the respondents indicated that FC was 

it showed their conformity to culture
said it was important because they were 

circumcised.

reasons why FC was important in the past. Whereas 20 per 
of the respondents said that it was important because 

they were recognized as adults after circumcision, 19 per 
said that it was important because they wanted to get 

Table 5.12

while 29 per cent

details of the respondents'
other important explanations included 'conform to culture' 

cent)'earn respect' (11.1 per cent) and 'reduce
Further analysis

Based on

recognized grown-ups
25 per cent of the respondents in Embu indicated 

important because it ensured that they got 
attracted dowry.



respondents in Garissa.the54 ofcent
to why FCas

(14was important it respectthat perwomenwere
(13 perrecognized asand that theycent) grown-upswere

cent).

beImportant for Women toTable 5.12
Circumcised (n=369)

Garissa TOTALEmbuKisiiDistrict/variable
%% No.% No.% No.No.Reasons

19.873131729351821Recognition as
grown ups

69 18.781025302429Get
husbands/attract

18 14 41 11.1561417Earn
12 98 35 9.591214
6933 5440 111 30.1312Conform to

culture
0 3 20 40 10.8137Other reasons

120 100% 129 100% 369100% 100.0120Total

a
evident fromAsfrom tofor girls

reported by 48 perTable 5.13,

185

5.3.3 Past Influences that Encouraged the Community to 
Practice FC

FC is a complex, deeply rooted traditional practice in 
many communities in Kenya and signifies a rite of passage 

childhood to womanhood.

mentioned by 54 per
Other reasons given by respondents in Garissa 

earned

dowry___________
respect

Reduce sexuality

Reasons Why It was

maintenance of customs was



'1

of thewhile 26cent of the respondents centper
initiation intoitindicated that was

womanhood.

per cent) were
Table 5.13 Past Influences that Encouraged FC (n=369)

%FPast influences that encouraged FC
1348Celebration
726Respect
518sexual urgeReduction of
2696Initiation to womanhood

177 48Maintenance of customs
4 1Other influences
369 100Total

34 per cent

aswhile cent30 per
cent54Ertibu,Ininfluence.

theof customs
womanhoodintoinitiation as annamed

theinFCof
it was cited by 9 per cent

of the respondents

186

major 
indicated maintenance

practice 
influence was the celebrations;

from the district.

cent),respect (7 per cent),and reduction of sexual urges (5 
other past influences of FC.

influence. In Garissa, about 79 per cent of the respondents 
interviewed named maintenance of customs as influencing the 

community in the past. Another

Analysis by district showed that in Kisii, 
of the respondents reported initiation into womanhood as an 
influence as to why the community practiced FC in the past 

regarded celebrations involved as the 
of the respondents

per cent of
respondents

In Garissa,

per
while 38

respondents
The table further shows that celebration (13 per



5.3.4 Reasons why FC is Persistent

Asked why persistent, 64 of theFC centperwas
therespondents indicated that it because ofwas

opined that FC15culture whereas centpreserve per
8persisted gain centavoid shame.to

intoofexplained inits terms
womanhood.
the reasonas

60 per cent of
were

respect, centto per
said
intoitit becausepersisted

49aboutEmbu,womanhood. In
indicated that
preserve culture.

12 centwhile pergaining
womanhood. Ininto district.mentioned

of86 centper

followed by avoiding shame and gaining respect (15 perwas
cent.

5.3.5 Willingness of women to be circumcised

circumcised
Whereas 59 per cent of them

20 per cent
Table 5.14said they were

Comparative districtresults.detailedthepresents

187

of the respondents mentioned preservation
This

respondents
Garissa

respect 
initiation

respect, 8 per 
initiationpersistence

reducing sexual urges was given by 5 per cent of 
another reason for FC persistence.

asked whether women were

respondents
Responses by district, showed that in Kisii, 
the respondents said it was persistent because people 
trying to preserve culture, 13 per cent because people were 
avoiding shame and trying to gain respect, 10 
because it reduced high sexual urges and 10 per cent 

symbolized initiation 
of the respondents 

FC was persistent because people wanted to 
28 per cent mentioned avoiding shame and 

of the

culture as the main reason for the persistence of FC.

Respondents were 
willingly or they were coerced, 
reported that women were circumcised willingly, 

coerced into circumcision.

per cent

need to



60
andEmburespondentscent of the

thatdistricts respectively. werewomen
reported thecircumcised Garissawillingly.

theof39 centwithhighest coerced FCof perlevel
forcedunderwentthatindicatingrespondents women

circumcision.
of Women to be Circumcised (n=369)Table 5.14: Willingness

TOTALGarissaEmbuKisiiDistrict/variable
%% No.% No.No.%No.

circumcised
21838 59.14960728197
7339 19.8508101113

2330 78 21.13238810

129 100% 369 100.0100%120100%120Total

willinglythat gotwomenRespondents
circumcised were

Based on

A comparativeinto womanhood as
of thecentperdistrictanalysis by

districts mentionedandEmbufromrespondents
perceivedrespect asandshameofavoidance

of the respondents38tobenefits
district. The 73holding a

circumcisedwerewomenwhorespondents
individual/sidentify theasked tothrough coercion were
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Willingly or 
forced

per cent and 38 per
Garissa

Willingness of 
women to be

Willingly
Forced

analysis revealed that 81 per cent,
in Kisii,

who indicated
asked to mention the perceived benefits of 

40 per cent of them avoiding shame 
the major benefits deriving 
cent mentioned initiation

reported
district

per 
in Garissa

circumcision.
and trying to gain respect were
from circumcision. About 27 per

another perceived benefit.
that 41

as compared
similar perception 

indicated that

gaining
cent

revealed
Kisii



62 centWhereascoercion. pertheforresponsible
foridentified

who werewas
presents5.15Tablegettowomen

districtFurthersubject.thedetails on
cent50in Kisii, perindicated that.

mates.ageindividualsallnamed
towomenresponsibleas

perwere
cent mentioned parentscent

90districts perIndistrict.Kisiiin
wereofcent

5.15:
be

Garissa TOTALEmbuKisiiDistrict/variable
%% No.% No.% No.No.Individuals

9011576912024 62.3230
12101200 3.814
81012143036 60 16.3
12235060

129 100%100%120100%120Total

5.3.6 Demand for FC among girls

indicate whetherasked toalsoThe respondents were
girls who had demanded to undergoof anythey were aware

189

compared to 8 per 
the same order.
Table 5.15: Individuals Responsible for Coercing Girls to 

Circumcised by District (n=369)

65
369

17.6 
100.0

Age mates
Grandparents/
elders_______
All

responsible 
Parents

grandmother/elders)
Grandmothers/elders

(parents, 
for coercing 

mentioned by 30

coercing women
grandmothers/elders 

circumcised.

cent and 76 per
responsible for coercing girls and

cent and 12 per cent of grandparents in

parents as the individuals responsible 
into circumcision, 16 per cent said that it 

responsible for coercing 
further

analysis by
of the respondents

undergo FC.
of the respondents while 20 per 

Garissa and Embu 
the parents respectively, 

women to be circumcised



FC.
thein

know.

that they knew a

as
(26in life perOther
(14 per
44 per

the

as

wasto be
thefromallofcent

life standing at 24in
of thecent39district, perIncent.

influentialthe mostthe asnamed
force
while 30 per

the Factors Accounting for

A look at the
the study on the factors
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per 
other notable

results, 
affirmative.

findings from the qualitative aspect of 
accounting for the persistence of

per
respondents

in the girl's decision to
cent named age/stage in life.

5.3.6 Qualitative Responses on
the Persistence of FC

or stage in life as 
in the girls decision to demand to be 

by the community emerged as the 
the girl's decision to demand 

it was offered by 70 
district. The

Based on the

50 per cent 
responsible for the individual's 

factors cited were age and stage 
cent) and influence by elders/sisters and peers 
cent). Analysis by district revealed that in Kisii, 
cent of the respondents named the influences of 
community while 25 per cent named age 
the major influences 
circumcised. Influences 
most significant influence in 

circumcised in Embu district, 
the respondents

influence was stage

did not

51 per cent of the respondents 
replied in the affirmative. Comparative analysis by 
district revealed that 70 per cent and 55 per cent of the 
respondents interviewed in Kisii and Garissa districts knew 
of cases of girls demanding for circumcision. In Embu, 
however, 52 per cent of the respondents indicated that they 

Of the respondents (n= 187) who indicated 
girl who had demanded to be circumcised, 

of them named the influences by the community 
decision to demand FC.

Garissa
community

demand to be circumcised



!

based orage.and onother
to asThese oftennorms.

culturalsocial ororfromoriginate either
the ofrelated toobservations

or
been noted.hasitor

Some theof
sons)oninclude: son

sex orwhich in some
andfemale infanticide.

female
of females.livesthehavepractices a

in this
titles: From

andmorality. pressurepeerintercourse,

Childhood to Womanhood5.3.6.1 from

indifferent manyisup
associated theFC

In other
or

initiatesthe
was

However,firstthe
alone

toextentlarge
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maturity, 
is

social
social compatibility.

FC shows that all the societies have norms of care, feeding 
life stage or gender, 
traditional practices, 

objectives.
well-being

Traditional practices may be

celebrated in 
is often 
childhood to womanhood.

totally", signifies that 
inwords, 

something of importance 
life. Among the Aembu, 

menstrual

beneficial, harmful
traditional practices may have a 

widely

menstruation
FC in the three 

expected

circumcision. 
direct impact on 

section are presented under the sub­
womanhood, marriage- ability and

Growing
African societies.
transition of a girl from 

circumcision "partially 
has taken place 
for example, FC was done shortly 

period. However, although 
biological change signifying 

studied was and still

to a

brings a
communities 

transform a female child

Many 
profound effect on health, 

acknowledged traditional practices 
preference (the high value placed 
! cases leads to prenatal sex selection 

dowry, early and forced marriages.
Apparently, most cross-cultural

ways
with

Among

before

from empirical 
individuals the society.

benign

The findings
childhood to 

sexual

behavior
referred



FC
isitbut ratheris ajustnot a

in manyitcontemporary rite because
ofthe abandonmentforcallsalbeitcommunities numerous

the practice.
an in­significance of FC among the Kisii,

beenhasthatriteimportantis"FC an
thefrom one
bewomanOmugusii group.
toritethe a womanbecausecircumcised

girls'enhancesFClife.in alessons

circumcised woman is marriageable.

not held in high esteem byAn
community large.atand

conforming to

years old).
The respondent further explained that:

circumcisedbewithout money a".... wi th or

otherwise she will be useless. woman

hasn' t beenif sheconsidered upbe acannot
uncircumcised womananA man

Such a

woman/wife evenmay
IQGusii. "the yearscircumcised amongst

old) .
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Speaking on the 
depth interviewee said,

passed down

ethnic

traditional practice,
is being carried out

grown

who marries

girl must

For a real Kisii

her colleagues
Circumcision brings dignity and honor to the family of 

the initiate. Her parents especially are respected for 

the customary expectations" (Maria, 70

important

morality and only a 

uncircumcised woman is

the

of passage 

generation to another among 

Kisii woman must

into a grown woman.

circumcised.

is not held in high esteem by his colleagues, 
be hijacked and forcefully

(Maria,

Most of the interviewees felt that

Every

introduces



discussant.focusHer severalgroupa

among the Aembu.
for in Eittbu.was/is important Anevery woman

findcannot theuncircumcised awoman

times. thereoldthe severalIn were

uncircumcised and itthetaboos was

believed that an uncircumcised woman could bring death

'^If a mother-in-law to anFor example.to the family.
deliver her baby.touncircumcised woman

amniotic fluidsthe daughterwithcontact
This is calledher.death toinstant

'gruel'in-lawdaughterher
(Ruth 72die."wouldda ugh ter-in-lawthedelivery.

years old).

5.3.6.2 Marriageability and Social Intercourse

societal life.
ofinrole

FC not only ushered
also made herwomanhoodintothe girl

is supposed betocircumcised womanA

According to an in-depth interviewee from Embu:
for marriage.status Aftergi ves woman"FC a

isthe expected minglecircumcision towomanyoung

30 "Mugiro" is a word that refers to a "taboo".
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Embu people.

associated with

it plays in the reproduction 
the information gathered, 

but

counterpart, 
hundred miles away provided similar views by defending FC 

She is quoted saying that:

attempted 

in-law's

marriageable.
compatible with her husband.

would bring 

"mugiro^°.

uncircumcised

On the other hand, if the mother in-law gave
after

The study also observed that FC was/is a precondition 
for marriage. The institution of marriage forms the core of 

The institution is recognized for the vital 
human life. Thus,

husband among

according to
child



freely. isand Shewith other mature womenmen

"social risk"'and does not pose"mature"considered a

taboos.the dreadedin toin-laws respectherto
time. to celebrate andCircumcision time was/is also a

Thereneighbors.andrelatives

and

feastedhadwho
thus a

incelebrationaa
his worth to

noteddistrictKisiifromdiscussantAnother focus group
that:

a"FC
is notgetcannotwoman

(A 66 yearwoman""awoman

ofrolesocialvitalFC athatfactThe
ofeventtheinandfamilies

theintoushers usdrinksand
FCwhereasThusculturalthis

communitiesthe
socialforforumscreatetotheexploit

the trend of turningfelt

e result
intervieweesEmbuof In

celebrationsandrife.

the practice by the
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continued overtime and 
circumcised.

very public

is

exchange.
FC ceremonies into merry 

of economic hardships 

and Kisii, 
ceremonies

tradition that has 
married if she 

complete Gusii

practice.
individual initiate,

anyone
waited/waits eagerly for his turn

homestead was/is

entertain friends, 
is/would be feasting, plenty of food and drink, 

in other peoples' homes, 

to entertain.

communal
of the restrictions placed upon

In Garissa, FC has

plays
friends together

aspect
supposed to "benefit" 

opportunity
Some respondents felt that 

making endeavors are waning off as 
currently affecting majority 

noted thatKenyans.
though FC is
have since stopped because

Christian churches.

FC makes a 

old man from Kisii).

is a

growing girl in 
waiting, a chance for her father to prove 

the community fRuth, 75 years old)."

bringing
foodsharing
of



isitbecause awithout ceremony,

5.3.6.3 Sexual Morality

carried tooutisFCthatobservedfurtherIt was
commonlyisItinitiate.the

the Somali
inhibitsisitwhereasof
Most ofexcessive
reducesthatfeltwomen

of them could not

therefore no
theirthatfeelstill

sex.

a
thisInFC can

(A 45-year-

district noted:

athat
to God"
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(

always been performed 
religious requirement.

safeguard the 
believed that

Garissa 
sexual arousal among 

interviewed

"Only 
community f

'^FC is done to maintain
the cutting of the clitoris is

(A 25-year-old Somali girl from Garissa?.

women are
not meant for pleasure

wonder that most

any
and she cannot find a

morality, 
taken for a

virginity of 
FC releases "impure blood" among 

believed that the cut 
the Embu and Kisii. 

FC

FC is necessary 
abstain from premarital 

had the following to say:

ensure a girl's 
uncircumcised girl/woman is 

husband"

daughters have to 
respondent from Kisii

Similarly another respondent from Garissa 
virginity and it also believed 

religious sacrifice

prostitute
old mother from Kisii).

the circumcised
sexual desires drastically. However many
tell whether this is a negative or positive impact because, 

socialized to believe that "sexual intercourse is 
but rather for procreation". It is 

women in the three regions 
and mandatory if

To this end



know
would

wasthatofMost

notThose
or

young

IWhen sawinfluenced me.
to

getwhytold

me

me
me

theoncontradicts

times
government

hasage
years. exposureafter
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the old ways 
circumcision

said that
circumcision

schools and the media.

specific 
after circumcision.

other young 

well.

girls interviewed did not 
to have them circumcised.

gave the following response on 
why she got circumcised:

to wear any under
I had already 

ever told

5.3,6.4 Peer Pressure and Social Compatibility

"'going", 

(older women) 
One day my mother's 

slippers and not 

garment  when we came back home, 
been circumcised, and since then nobody has 

why my body was "cut" but other girls accepted

in their play group(Mercy, 13 years old? 
the traditional perspective 
is supposedly provided to initiates 

felt that a lot of things 
because of the

go as 

me wny girls 
friend came and told

This 
informal training that 
before circumcision. Some parents 
have changed with the times and nowadays, 

and church bans on female circumcision some of 
have to be by-passed. In Kisii and Garissa the 

been reduced from twelve to six 
reduce the threat 

and

to put on my

the greatest pressure was coming 
from circumcised friends and the peer group in general, 

who were already circumcised had not received any 
information from parents or guardians before 

For example, a young girl from Embu 
being asked whether she knew

"My friends 

girls of my age 

Nobody 
circumcised.

I decided

at
Some parents 

of girls resisting 

influence they get from

Majority of the young 

why their parents 
them felt

want

this will
the



Such a

Embu observed that:

daughters"All

if I
thetowould

oftenschools are
theirwater on

clothes.

just want to

circumcision lesstakelesshermake

"I

in

to
to
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'because 
especially

girls "speaking 
concerned.

villages
year-old girl

also
other people

others

etc.
the village

circumcised because they 
school since the 

As a result 
had

but uncircumcised girls
I fit in all kinds of groups,

I have

interest in boys 
had undergone after

This respondent 
respect for 
through, you respect 
than you'. She also said that:

A female parent from

strategy will greatly hamper 
out" for themselves where

games 
to maturity.
old people and the youth,

influence parents in
have their daughters

from Embu).

have been
their primary 

harassing them.
Even

believed that circumcised girls have 
after the pain one goes 

those who are older

from Embu
told by her peers 

that she would 
Asked what changes she 

circumcision she said.
other uncircumcised children of my 

them childish. I stopped playing childish 
take longer to adjust 

among the 

also been trying 
and neighboring 

circumcised" (A 15-

the possibility of
circumcision is

Another respondent 
she had been 

childish and 
and become wiser

would look at 

age and find

my
were under pressure in
circumcised girls kept on

demanded to be circumcised.
taken themselveshave

Those in secondary
circumcised girls pour

home for holidays they

they
they
refused,
circumciser.
mistreated. The 

When such girls go 
be circumcised"

district said that before 
that FC would



"In school we

saybecausefrom

Persistence of Female5.3.6.5 The

communitiesthein

a
to undergo

indicated that men

theinwere
levelsrevealed

Embu

cent in
tothe Coercion of Womeninvolvement inMen's

TOTALGarissaEmbuKisii
%No.

56.1207
51665364 43.91622732No 100%129100%120 100.0369100%120Total

useThe
tomethods men

are
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district, 
indirectly

Role of Men in the 
Circumcision

Analysis 
of

by
male

study found that men 
women

62 per 
involved in

revealed that 
role

of women
district
cent compared with 73 per 
cent in Garissa distrxct.

the uncircumcised girls 
teachers who advocate 

"more

Table 5.16: 
be Circumcised (n=369)

% 
73

% 
47

District/variable
Male Involvement
Yes

%
49No. 

88
No.
56

No.
63

evident from
lowest rate of coercion

Kisii district and 49 per

do not respect 
cowards. Those 

circumcised girls because they are 
teachers who discourage 

they

both direct and indirect 
to be circumcised. In Kisii 
respondents reported that 

coercion of women to get

because they are 
for FC prefer 
mature". But there are other

circumcised
difficult to control,"

men
in the perpetuation of FC 

circumcision. In the

district, however,
involvement in the coercion

Table 5.16,
at 47 per

girls from getting 
circumcised girls are

Study findings 
studied play a significant 
through coercion of women 
study, 56 per cent of the respondents 

involved in the coercion of women, 
varying 

to be circumcised. As 
registered the

coerce
cent of the

the



studythedistricts.EmbuandGarissacircumcised. In
of the men areandrevealed that

toof womenthein
entailsinvolvement men

relatedandtheoffunding
79involvementmaleinfrastructure.

includedThisdistricts

Men
not involved.

thisof asfromData
ofmale

Menfemale
anot

This is unlikeaffair.woman's
consultedbehasinitiatefather

thedaughter

FC.men's
itmen

shame to marry

in andshowswhich
malebyasked aFCof was
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indirectly 
circumcised.

support 
respondent

by 
rite

get 
the

5.3.6.6 Qualitative Analysis 
Persistence of FC

Young 
would be a

per
in Kisii and Embu

Concerning direct 
cent of the respondents 

male involvement.
ceremonies by determining when and where 

in Garissa district were

regarded 
practice of 
in Garissa are

to
in these two communities, 

thus signifying 
practice and perpetuation of 
Garissa and Embu felt that 

is not circumcised.

on Male Involvement in

of the
is circumcised. Also 

father authorizes and finances the ceremony 
involvement in the 

interviewed in
a woman who 

males feel the same way their great- 
about FC? The

cent and 63 per 
reported direct 

organizing for the 
the circumcision takes place.

the qualitative aspect
involvement in the persistence 

circumcision showed the following: 
involved in FC issues; it is wholly 

in Embu and Kisii where the 
before his

66 per cent 
coercion

0 per cent 
involved

Why would such young
great grand fathers felt about a century ago 
following question which shows male involvement 

for the practice
from Kisii district:

Indirect
circumcision

study
the



live in the same"How can one

nothr ho are
istofriends

(A male parentOne can

old woman
The mother

whose decision.herbeing a
This woman

father

involvementconfirm malefurtherresponsesfollowingThe
in the practice.

uncxrcumcised womenof men to mar:5.3.6.7 Willingness
increaseto aFCsomeIn

Thechancesgirl's
communitytheto assess womenof men

As
were

perawomen

women.

higherthat adistrict

thaninwomen
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unwillingness
of the respondents 

ncircumcised
per cent 
willing to marry u,

Omugusii. 

in Kisii).

I prepared 
smell the clitoris in

(85 per
Embu

percentage 
uncircumcised

circumcised? How
This

analysis
cent) 

district

lowly 
such women.

communities, 
of marriage.

perception
to marry 

evident from

is supposed
current study also sought

members about

respect you?
die of hum Hist ion

homestead with daughters 
would you expect your 

the culture of

revealed
would be willing to marry 

in the other

included a 49-year 
her circumcision.

father's

of
uncircumcised

Table 5.17, 48 per
uncircumcisedwilling to marry

9 per cent reporting
The remaining 43

willingness
respective communities, 
cent of the respondents

compared to 
of men to marry

reported that only some men are

In Embu the respondents
parents disagreed over

Christian prevailed upon 
had the following to say:

"From that day, my father refused to eat any food that 
for the family, he always said he could 

the food!" (45 year old woman).

in their

Comparative
of men



GarissaandKisiiforstudied.districts
The
thethatresults

uncircumcised womenbemensome
cent of

Whereas no13
men to

33marry
cent2and percentper

toabsolutely marrythat weresaid men
uncircumcised women.

to Marry Uncircumcised Women5.17 Men's WillingnessTable
(n=369)by District.

Garissa TOTALEmbuKisiiD i s t r i c t/variable
% %No.% No.No.%No.Willingness

177 48.01317851024352Yes
43.11598711213152429
8.93300233339

369 100.0100%129100%120100%120Total

have Sex with uncircumcised5.3.6.8 Men's Preference to
women

in therepliedcent71
Furthersaid no.cent29 per
KisiiandEmbuinthatbyanalysis

that men preferdistricts,
Garissainwomenwithhaving sex
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Only some____
Absolutely No

districts were 43 per 
revealed

respondents
would

further
interviewed in Garissa

The figures
■ cent and 9 per cent respectively. 

87 per cent of 
district felt that only

women, /i 
affirmative compared to

district revealed

Asked whether men prefer having 
of the respondents 

who

supported the view 
uncircumcised women while

willing to marry
compared to 24 per cent of their counterparts in Kisii and 

per cent in Embu district. Whereas no respondent in
Garissa district expressed absolute unwillingness of 

uncircumcised women, in Kisii and Embu districts, 
of the respondents respectively 

unlikely

sex with uncircumcised

84 per cent



district
with women.sex

women
as
and

cent

respectively.

On men's willingness to marry
given by a 77 year oldwas

andfor an''FC awas
be anotuncl rcuiacised

This Is because a
eachunderstandan

If
Itthe

circumcisednot
oflotthere aAfter

unclrcumclsedthesowomento
Even

202

following qualitative response 
from Embu district:

circumcised man 
unclrcumclsed

circumcision

circumcisedImparted 

remain Ignorant. 

not differentiate between

by

circumcised man

marriage 

married

is disrespectful", 

information

in
i asked whether they had ever 

of all respondents interviewed
Comparatively/ there was a high 

in Embu district with

would prefer 
further, respondents 
performed better in bed 
of respondents in Embu

pre-regui sIte 
girl could

woman cannot

the unclrcumclsed wife disobeys

Is because she is

and

other in marriage.
husband he might think that 

that Is why "she 

Is

Respondents were 
term orgasm and 71 per 
replied in the affirmative, 
level of awareness of the term orgasm 
75 per cent of the respondents from the district reporting 
having heard of the term compared to 70 per cent and 65 per 
of the respondents in Kisii and Garissa districts

when she gets 

right and wrongdoing."

uncircumcised women, the

married she may

5.3.6.9 Qualitative Responses on Men's willingness to 
Marry Uncircumcised Women

of the respondents reported that men 
I circumcised women. On being probed 

uncircumcisedsaid that 
reported by 75 and 61 per cent 
Kisii districts respectively.

heard of the

57 per cent



women
the

FortheFC
a

FCthis isItin

of

sexual

awarewere
theof
time

awas
presence

sexual

me

run
for a woman to enjoy sex

husbandtoonlyisit
women.men
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majority 
not

No I do
that the
after men"

"No 
because most

evidence shows that though 
and girls who bear 
Ignorance and lack 

! that lead to the 
communities.

correlationsome 
reproductive 
that women do

and men 
female genitalia.

the functions 
associated the clitoris with 

Apparently, 
and old, male and female 

of the clitoris.

relationship between 
of the clitoris.

sister told 

helps girls not to 

old uncircumcised girl).

persistence 
example, though 
between women's'

study show 
health problems

knowledge 
study, I 
the clitoris and whether they 

satisfaction during sexual intercourse, 
of the respondents, young 

of the significance of the 
female respondents had not experienced 
of their lives and a similar proportion 

On being asked whether there 
satisfaction and the

please your 
circumcised

Asked whether it is important 
the 18 year old uncircumcised girl said:

Other emerging qualitative 
FC is a societal concern, it is 

direct consequences of the practice, 
among the key factors 

in the practicing 
studies show a strong 

health and FC, findings from 
not associate FC with the 
their communities.

do not have adequate 
In this

”1 didn't know that there was a 
satisfaction and the presence
not kno^ anything like this but my 

removal of the clitoris

(An IQ year

reproductive
also evident that most women 

on the functions of
asked respondents if they knew

important 

prefer to marry

Majority 
orgasm at any 
did not know what orgasm 

relationship between 
of the clitoris, one

of knowledge are
of

was.
sexual 
respondent said:



theofdistrictEmbufrom was

men.
clitoristhethatthat"I men

Some also prefer
they

know

never

another 49 year
following to say:

better sexually" haveIis"An
uncircurn cised women areheard meneven

of thehave nobetter.

and even somehaveI
aware

way of

they didlamented that notGarissafromwomenSome
of the femaleremovalthebetweenconnectionknow the
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why they have 

revenge",

circumcised women
their daughters

knowledge
But me I know and

of my neighbors he is always insulting his 

uncircumcised wife".

down upon women
experienced circumcision pain.

uncircumcised woman
thatsay

However "people 
effects of FC on sexuality.

sexual fulfillment

respondent said that most husbands complain about 
She also said that most women do not

circumcised as a

A female circumciser 
opinion that the clitoris inhibits sexual satisfaction for

Contributing to the subject of female sexual satisfaction, 
old uncircumcised woman from Embu had the

these two factors.
anything about orgasm and that is why they keep taking 

their daughters for FC. Secondly women in the village look 
who have not been circumcised because they

have heard that men complain 
covers the entrance into the vagina 
makes penetration difficult for men.

to shave all their pubic hair 
"penetrate forests" the pubic

The same

their partners 
say they do not want to 
hair makes the place untidy".

and therefore it

Like one

of this fact and that is

negative
experienced 

are



satisfactionsexualofissuetheContributing to
man said:during intercourse a

satisfactionFC and lack of sexualthat"I awaream
when theare

active duringiswomanAn
intercourse"

issue a circumciser said:On the same

(A 65 year old

connection betweenisthere noknowIfar^'As as
the femaleofthe presenceandsatisfactionsexual

to be sexuallyfor womanis aIt wrong
becometo aisshe
it is notis not

28parent(AGusii

years).
another respondent said:Additionally

I haveknow of any

and this may
there islead womennotdoesit

31 Wanderer
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psycho1ogica1ly 
circumciser from Garissa) .

"I do not know 
intercourse are related.

if she likes the man"

of affairs very
and religious beliefs

"Sexiness"

culture"

A respondent from Kisii said:

"I do not
heard of girls who are

lead to prostitution.
to prostitution

interrelated because 

cannot feel anything".
during intercourse

veins are chopped off
uncircumcised woman is "very

(A 27 year old man from Garissa).

that FC and sexual satisfaction during 

However a woman can enjoy sex

genitalia.

active because

"mangamanga"^^.

allowed by the

genitalia and sexual fulfillment. They regretted this state 
much but said they were bound by cultural 

on circumcision.

sexual effects of FC.

not circumcised being too sexy 

However, so long as

"a woman

likely

good, 

female



(A male parent 34 years

old) .

circumcision reducesThe same
he awomen's

isbecausewife) mancircumcised woman
hewhen awomanmarried to an
men.

5.4 Health Implications of the Practice of FC

Based on

reasons.
found to reasonswith were

of thecentlack of support among
the38

not play anythat
werereasons

and

from thethesectionThis
Theto
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body.
sexual

qualitative aspect 
section is organized into

implications 
45 and 44 per 
districts respectively.

the results of this study 47 per cent of the 
in the communities studied

be amongst
40

5.4.1 Qualitative Responses 
of FC 

presents 
of this study related 

the following two subsections:

the practice 
explaining the 
respondents. Another

FC did

on the Negative Health impacts

gets a job
We believe

(like his 
uncircumcised

transfer she may start looking for other 
uncircumcised women are sexually uncontrollable

nothing wrong in being sexy"

respondents did not support FC
due to various reasons. Health related problems associated 

the
per 

per cent ot tne respondents said 
significant role in the female 

Other notable reasons given were that FC reduces 
enjoyment and damages the body (11 per cent) 

that it is part of the old culture, which is against modern 
society (7 per cent). Lack of support for FC due to health 

associated with the practice was reported by 
cent of the respondents in Embu and Garissa

respondent opined that 
sexual desire. Nevertheless, prefers

'if a

cent of

findings
health.



andeffects of FChealthAwareness of the

5.4.2 Awareness of the Negative Health Effects of EC

majority ofdistrict wereKisiiIn
of FC

urineshock,hemorrhage,
among others.and keloids.

name someSimilarly mostGarissa.
associated with FChealth

difficult

women

Thisoccur
view was

after''Illness

Another interviewee said:

very youngare
diseasethemaysuch

does not
differenta razor.is

girls wouldn't getafter
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Nowadays
child

of the health consequences 
retention.

every
Traditionally

is unlikely that

HIV/AIDS".

is qualified 
year-old female

Nowadays the

negative 
psychological complications of the practice.

the respondents
such as pain, 

infectionsinjuries, 
compared to those in Embu and in 
respondents could 

related problems 
childbirth

because of the cut.
done wrongly.

for the work there is no problem" (A 60 
elder from Kisii district).

circumcision doesn't necessarily occur 
only get an infection if 

But if it is done by someone who

young ones
the circumciser 

circumcised with
circumcision

reproductive
such as HIV/AIDS, difficult childbirth and miscarriages. 
However despite the high level of awareness and knowledge 
of health consequences majority of the respondents did not 
associate such health problems affecting women in their 
regions with circumcision. Others felt that complications 

if the operation is performed inappropriately.
expressed by the following respondent.

One can

use the same razor/

more aware

Kisii circumcise their girls when they 

(5-8 years) and it 
have

it is



1

traditional rituals

can

thethatbelievedbleeding to stop.
athetotake

commonality in associatingdistinct
traditional beliefs. Suchwith

the abandonment of

if

believe thatthein
the health relatedhasFC

However,
HIVthehave(5-8

thereand areage
bloodthroughother meansthroughinfected
duringbevirusthe cantransfusion)

doesinsisted that FCAcircumcision.
Instead she wouldwoman'saffectnot a
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Most people 
of

study areas 
alleviated

FC 
directly with circumcision.

girls
untrue because an

sugar
cup of tea" the bleeding stops, 

sets share some

rather link the 
environmental causes.

they believe that young 
virus which is

after"^^

medical!zation 
effects such as HIV/AIDS. 

years) may not
HIV infected baby can survive up to that 

other possibilities of having been 
(e.g.

transmittedthus
middle aged mother 

body in any way.
reproductive health problems experienced by 

She said:women to other

age
circumcision complications
perceptions can have negative impacts on 

communities fail to associate health complications

sick if some
(Female interviewee from Kisii).

were performed soon

Echoing similar sentiments, a 15-year old girl said that a 
circumcised girl can bleed profusely after circumcision if 
the grandmother had not been informed beforehand. For such 

it is believed that the "parents must 
said grandmother and when they share 

These two respondents from

— growing would be given to the girls and 
to bathe the wound for up to 21 days and the 

had eaten grasshoppers and moles, this 
both boys and girls. If it ever
be given the basin of water with 
Nowadays most people have abandoned 
is why they have infections."

seem to

"A basin of water with grass . 
they would use that water 1—-- 
wound would be healed. 
would make the wound painful for 
happened, then they would have to 
grass growing to cure the wouni . 
such rituals and she believes



can

become as aSomeone'saffect
result.

STDs as aor
areandchildbirthdifficult

infectionsandattributed to
(A 45-the regions"thatconditions are

year-old mother).
hospitalthataffirmedKisiifromfemaleA

"sisters"because usesaferFChavecircumcisions
the initiates and theydifferent

Howeverkillers. someandanesthesiaalso use
contended that

theblades onrazoruse
possibilities ofthereand arethechange

clinicalized surgeries. Aintheon
have

in theFCtheona
is activelyclinicalized FCfor
have theirtooptsincethisaverting
This pointcircumcised

fromfollowing athebywas
circumciser:

who are circumcised

domostin cases we

thepreventtovulvathe
To avoid asphyxia oftearing.fromscar

circumcisedallfordonecutthisthe
women,

former
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births" (A
enrolled nurse cum

episiotomies 

circumcision

parent 
made

overworking
prevalent in

women
suffering from HIV/AIDS

who have

excessive bleeding and this
slim

respondents
different

hand gloves

daughters
emphasized

passing
chief from Kisii

impactsignificant 
community but preference 

most parents 
by health practitioners, 

response

"Some women experience 
health.

infant, 
sometimes it has to

female circumciser
mid-wife).

pain 
although the medical personnel 

initiates they do not

I do not know anyone
result of FC but there are women 

miscarriages. These 
malaria

from Embu who is also a

"From my medical 
have problems giving 

to widen

virus even
admitted that the threat of AIDS may 

abandonment of

experience women 
birth

razor blades on each of

is
be done in other subsequent



The exciser further explained:

some
thenand

that part.

cotton
infection.

and

does not

medicalofthe
a

that whensaidmidwife arecumnurseaas
haveinfibulateddeliveries women

serious
it tofororderintwo

theofsaidShe somearea.
STDs,includedwomen

health were emphasized throughSimilar viewpoints on
the following response:

taboo.
talk aboutaccuses you
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they are 
of unfaithfulness".

connected FC with the HIV/AIDS pandemic 
she first reads the Koran,

Echoing 
occasioned by FC

experienced by
and miscarriages.

chances of medical complications 
traditional circumciser who also doubles 

midwives

(500mg) 
disposable except

HIV/AIDS infection is prevented"

tetracycline
Everything is 

forceps. This way

"Women have a big problem discussing problems 

affecting them e.g. STDs because the subject of sex is 
shy and if you tell your husband "he 

We do not

up
conducting deliveries on infibulated women they 

difficulties and they have to break the blade into 
fit into the very tight sown up 

reproductive health problems 
difficult childbirth

"She has never
because before circumcising

use the same blade on the girls and uses a 

lot of hot water and salt all the time" (A 70 year old 
female circumciser from Garissa).

A traditional circumciser said that:

"In order to prevent pain, I inject the clitoris with 
type of medicine. It swells and becomes very big,

I am able to grab it with forceps and cut 
Each patient brings their own injection and 

wool for dressing the wound. I also administer 
for preventing 

for scissors



threatening.lifebecomesconditionuntil theSTDs
rise because ofthealso onare

said thatKisiifromschoolold15A
she didn't

any way

One of the
parents
the social isolation

uncircumcised. Nationalremaintowere
are involved

indicator ofis anThedangers of FC.
this involvement:

tears

Persuade Communities to abandon FC5.5 Efforts to

to
The study sought to

the threeinabandonmentFCofthe extentassess
identifyto anytheaskingdistricts
The majoritytoknownwereabandonment

of the(76 per cent)
ineffortsabandonmentofaware

awareness
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overlook the health consequences
that their children would face in the

female parents from Embu noted that most 
of FC because of

community if they
Maendeleo Ya Wanawake (MYWO)

Kisii on the health

HIV/AIDS infections
adulterous husbands and jvives'^ (Women from Garissa) .

year old scnooi girl 
although she had heard of HIV/AIDS from school, 
in anv wav connect the disease to FC.

"WWO is involved in educating people on the negative 
health effects of FC such as shocks tetanus, bleeding^ 

and keloids". (Maendeleo Ya Wanawake

by
efforts that

respondents indicated that they were
their communities (see

agencies such as
in educating communities especially in 

following response

childbirth 
program coordinator in Kisii).

Table 5.18). However, the findings showed a high level of 
of abandonment efforts in Embu represented by 98

In Kenya a lot of effort and resources have been used 
in an effort to persuade communities practicing female 
circumcision to abandon the practice.

efforts

respondents
them.



1

of FC Abandonment Efforts by District
(n=369)

Garissa TOTALEmbuKisiiDistrict/variable
%% No.% No.% No.No.Efforts

74.864 27683981176476Yes
36 93 25.246233644No
100% 369 100.0129100%120100%120Total

5.5.1 Respondents' Reaction to FC Abandonment Efforts

For the purpose
wereabandonmenttowards FC

as

both orresistance)without
Positive reaction was

the FCper
pereffortsabandonment as

negativeorrespondentstheofcent
reaction

Kisii andthat
Asabandontoefforts

13 per centtwo districts.evident
cent ofand 20 per

circumcisionfemaleranked
revealed thathoweverThecommunities.respective
community toto

from the
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efforts, 
to whether positive (acceptance

of assessing the communities responses 
respondents were required

study 
persuade the

Evidently,
there are 
abandon the practice in

persuasion 
from Table

concerted efforts 
Embu district.

Table 5.18: Awareness

per cent of the respondents interviewed compared to 64 per 
cent of respondents in both Kisii and Garissa districts.

5.19 in the
the respondents respectively positively 

abandonment efforts in their

to rank their reactions 
without resistance, negative (non-acceptance of the message 

or both (i.e. positive or negative).
reported by 33.1 per cent while 33.6 

cent of the respondents termed their reaction to 
negative. The remaining 33.3 

expressed positive 
District specific analysis shows 

levels of
(see Table 5.19). 

Garissa districts registered low 
female circumcision.



the respondentsofcent67

to FC Abandonment Efforts
(n=369)

TOTALGarissaEmbuKisiiDistrict/variable
%No.

33.1122
3748334030 33.636 124
3343303637 33.312344
8711713015680 100.096 369Total

FCwho
the reasonasked towere

theirfor

negativefemale
cross­FCtowards

The
centand

FCabouthadGarissa
whoHowever,

more
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getting 
impacts of FC.

% 
13

%
67

% 
20Reactions 

Positively 
Negatively 
Both

No.
16

No. 
80

No. 
26

analysis.
98 per 

respectively

ranked efforts 
state 

The overwhelming 
it was their

Those respondents, 
further 

negative reaction, 
of them indicated that 

abandon the practice of 
perception 

district

respondents interviewed, 67 per 
ranked abandonment efforts positively.

perceptions
of the respondents

to FC abandonment efforts indicated 
circumcising girls because they were 

informed about the negative

abandonment.
had reacted positively 
that they had stopped 

increasingly

98 per cent
Embu and

negatively,
accounting
majority {96 per cent)
culture and they were not ready to 

circumcision. Increasingly 
abandonment emerged during 
results showed that 85 per cent, 

of the respondents from Kisii, 
negative 

58 per cent 
FC

to abandon

Table 5.19: Respondents Reactions



of the Forces of Persuasion of FC5.6 The Nature

it
iscircumcision
due tocommunities a

The
andofthat arefound

communities toworking
theassessThe
of

institutionsand
areas werethe

Non-
and religious
allcentOnly

involvement

cent20.9andcentper
of theawarewere

thatdistrict
inmore

Embu
incent21.7

in Kisiicent
cent

involvement.

awarewere
their
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government 
Governmental

cent 
persuasion initiatives being 
community as compared with 3.3

that they 
undertaken by NGOS in

study 
institutions.

by
agencies,

Organizations
8.4

efforts, 13.3 per
in Garissa district reported

Further,

discussed in the relevant
there

per 
of government

initiatives by NGOs and religious 
communities under study were reported 

of the respondents.

respondents
in efforts

study
organizations
abandon the practice, 
impact of persuasion 
the practice.
identified

efforts are more greatly felt 
other two districts. Whereas 

Embu expressed

Only 7.0 per
of educational institutions.

analysis revealed

organizations 
by 33.3 
respectively, 
persuasion efforts 

Comparative 
government's persuasion 

district compared to the 
of the respondents 

13.3

organizations. 
reported being aware 
to end FC. The persuasion 

in the

In this study, 
still

is important to highlight that female 
widely practiced in the respective 
number of factors that have been 

sub sections of this thesis.
individuals

per
awareness of government 
district and only 0.8 per 
being aware of any type of government 
in Embu district 94.2 per cent of the respondents confirmed 

of nersuasion initiatives

groups 
towards persuading 

study attempted to 
aimed at the abandonment

per
cent

efforts
Recognizable organizations 

respondents in the 
educational 

(NGOs)
of



per cent and
withrespectively.

byofrespondents'
Whereastowards

awarecent
distrctinitiatives

22.5 per cent awarewere
Garissaforcentwas zero

institutions towardsbasedinitiatives
of thecentFC,of wasabandonment

ofcentEmbuin as
Kisii and zero per

in AbandonmentFCinvolvedOrgan!sations5.20:Table
Efforts (n=369)

Garissa TOTALEmbuKisiiDistrict/variable
% %No. No.%No.%No.Reactions
4 31 10018326134Government
5 123 10069211334
0 77 100065503527

26 100008823123

Total jftbandonment of the Practice of FC5.7. Possibility of

variousofinvolvementtheHaving
abandonmentthe FCinand

isitsub
on

in theirof total
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la

per
by

47.7 per
of

emerged 
initiatives

____ Ngos____
Religios 

Organizations 
Educational 
Institutional

respondents
respondents in

prudent to
the possibility

educational 
reported by 19.2 per 

compared to 2.5 per 
cent in Garissa district.

organizations 
process, in the preceding 
highlight the communities' 

abandonment of

organizations
of the respondents

by religious organizations,
of such initiatives and the figure

district. In addition.

awareness 
abandonment of FC.

in Embu reported being 
in Kisii

in Kisii and Garissa districts, 
regard to 
religious

3.1 per cent 
Similar trends

perceptions 
female circumcision

discussed 
institutions

section.



to

most
ofof

ofothertheonGarissa
abandoned

of FC without Outside Help

show

inContrastingly/
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5,7,1 Community Abandonment

practice, 
challenges to 
Respondents 
optimistic about 
female circumcision, 

cent

the practice 
of the respondents 
Analysis by district 
the respondents 
societies to

were optimistic that FC
For those respondents who indicated that it was 

abandon the practice, 73 per cent indicated 
culture and therefore, it

Another 16 per cent of the 
the difficulties with abandonment 

avoid shame, gain respect and 
represents initiation

Of the total respondents, 
about total abandonment of 

the cultural values associated 
be posing serious 

in the communities.

The study findings 
indicated that it was possible 

of FC without 
indicated that this 
revealed that in Kisiiz 

considered it impossible to persuade 
abandon FC without outside help. 
Embu and Garissa, 73 and 41 per cent of

respondents 
altogether, 
not possible to 
that FC is practiced to preserve 
was impossible to abandon it. 
respondents reported that 
are because people want to 
due to the fact female circumcision 
into womanhood.

that 53 of the respondents 
for the community to abandon 

outside help while 47 per cent 
was not possible.

56 per cent of 
to

cent and 68 per 
district

respective communities. 
cent were optimistic 
practice but factors such as 
with the practice, were observed 

the persuasion efforts 
from Embu and Kisii districts were the 

the possibility of total abandonment
Here optimism was expressed by 83 per 
of the respondents respectively. In 

hand, 59 per cent 
could be

67 per 
the



they wouldthatindicated

outside wereabandonable to
Based

on
freeassistance

andlistedcent16FC, peronawareness
externalaspenalizing

Further

cent,
and77andcent

as
at 25 and 23 per

community needs to abandon FC (n= 175)Table 5.21: What the
Garissa TOTALEmbuKisiiDistrict/variable

%% No.No.%No.%No.
114 65.1775946155940To increase free

education
25 14.3322582315Arrest and

27 15.42015175107

90 5.1012485

175 100.0100761003210067
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4 6 per
Garissa

arresting 
assistance

penalize the 
perpetrators 
Nothing can be 
done 
Doctors to stop 
performing FC 
Total

further asked the type
67 per cent 

form of more

respectively.
the respondents

recommended by respondents
cent respectively.

per
The other

the respondents, respectively, 
not need outside help to abandon FC.
Those respondents (n=175) who indicated that they would not 
be able to abandon FC without outside interference 

of assistance they would need, 
indicated that they would need 

education to increase

was to

Table 5.21, 
in the

perpetrators as the 
required. The remaining 17 per cent of the respondents were 
resigned to the fact that nothing could be done, 
analysis by district shows that the call to increase free 
education was high in all districts at 59 per 

cent in Kisii, Embu, 
significant solution according to 

arrest and penalize FC perpetrators 
from Embu and Kisii districts



theofcentthatindicateStudy
thatwere

in

of

were
centFC

in
on
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that Christians 
of

results
of the opinion 

towards

the practice of 
cent of the respondents 

studied reported that they

respondents
changed their

change
indicated

FC practice.
41 per cent

attitudes
attitude, 

that the respective 
the abandonment

the respondents'
abandonment of FC.

the practice 
reported non practice 
5.22 contains 
activities towards the

5.7.2 Communities Efforts towards the Abandonment of the 
Practice of FC 

61 per 
the communities have 

Despite the 
of theperceived 

respondents 
doing nothing towards 
FC. From the 

the respective
study results 72 per 

in the respective communities 
needed more information, while 55 per cent of them reported 

teaching against FC. With regard to 
among young parents, 52 per 

the respective communities. Table 
views on the communities'

per
communities were



Activities towards the AbandonmentCommunitiesTable 5.22:
of FC (n=369)

TOTALGarissaEmbuKisii
%% No.No.%No.%No.

60.72243849861036072

40.7150709010124048

65 264 71.58480967084

26 20 192 52.0981184048

00 202 54.7981187084

district
in the

has toGarissa

asof

about FC wasthestudied, perasofbereported to
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They want more 
information

Nothing has been 
done. They are 
still practicing 
FC _

District/variable 
Type of Activity 
They have changed 
their attitude _

As evident
analysis of change of
community
from Garissa district

cent and 86 per
70

response
attitudinal 
district.

information
indicated by 65

revealed that only 38 per
reported attitudinal change compared 

cent reported in Kisii and Embu 
of the respondents from 

been done

from Table 5.22, comparative 
attitude towards FC practices

cent of the respondents

districts. 
district 

stop FC compared with 40 
and Embu districts. This 
to the low levels 
discussed above in Garissa 

need for more 
high priority

Young parents 
have stopped 
practicing FC 
Christians are 
teaching against 
FC

with 60 per
Further, 70 per cent 

reported that nothing 
and 10 per cent reported in Kisii 

could possibly be linked 
change as has been 

In all the communities



and70cent.
Garissa,

commonthat FCrevealed

Embu and
in20 centdistrict

of FC was

while in
activity towards the

Communities Capacities to

data theonthefrom
abandon thetotocommunities'

culturaltoduethatFCof
beliefs,andvaluesnorms.

aslow.beenhaveefforts

FC. In

MYWO Tothein
divisional saidfact
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the respondents in
Garissa

of FC.
not circumcising their daughters 

organization.
coordinator

program
peer educators
and other institutions

seminars and workshops, they educate both girls and 
and debates all geared towards 

Some community leaders are
boys through songs 
discouraging the practice 
also setting examples by 

the leaders 
the MYWO

qualitative 
be persuaded 

persisting 
FC abandonment

especially 
emphasize this 
the following:

5.7.2.1 Qualitative Analysis on
be persuaded to abandon the Practice of FC

cent of the respondents in 
respectively. The study 

practice is still common among young 
district while it is least practiced in 

respondents in each

per cent and 80 per 
Kisii and Embu districts,

parents in Garissa 
Kisii districts. Of the 
per cent in Garissa district reported having 

stopped FC compared to 98 per cent Embu and 40 per cent in 
Kisii districts. Christian teachings against the practice 

also reported by 98 per cent and 70 per cent of 
Embu and Kisii districts in that order 

district no respondent reported such an 
abandonment of the practice of FC.

According to 
coordinator in Kisii the organization has trained 

who work with women groups and youth groups 
towards educating the community on

MYWO divisional

Analysis
capacities

showedpractice
attitudes.



"At first

did not
(A MYWO

are
of
can be a
that

the ofprocess

seminarsattend

(meetings).
said thatof arites

can as aalternativethealthough
major success:

the innersolvenotdoesrite
void/loss that isa

fulfilliaentof

Thereforef even

for

generally.
on

is anbe
representativethebutFConincurriculum
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currently
personnel because 
abandonment very evasive.

girls can 
well

passage, 
strategies

girls attend seminars where they
This is a "form

going 
representative).

She reported that young 
educated on the harmful effects of FC.

She noted that

"The
psychological 
experienced by both 

the physical

there are no 
only learn from 
informed. MYWO 

schools

further intimated that, 
in school and

such strategies 
She also suggested 

stop female circumcision 
hospitals and by medical 
I has made

they did not want to hear about abandonment.

They did not want anything that would kill their 
practice, but now people are more receptive" 

divisional program coordinator in Kisii).

The MYWO representative
FC abandonment efforts going 

their mothers who happen not to 
introducing an informal

Administrative chiefs also attend seminars where they 
acquire information that is passed on to the public through 
public "barazas" (meetings) . Speaking on the role of 
alternative rites of passage, a respondent 

be termed

alternative 
feeling of 

the mother and daughter because 
is missing, 

some end up 

district

aspect
though they get presents 

circumcision" (A MYWO Kisii

alternative strategy".
practical replacement for FC. 

a law could be enforced to 
being performed in ] 

medicalization



described this as
following words:

MYWO(Ais"she a

efforts

As

a
"Some

arealso

can
Hewithoutsurvive
coming abeforeitstake

thebeto

aware
sexual damage to

MP's failure to support the motion
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"If you 
like to marry.

time 
community

An area Chief
made

negative and positive aspects of FC. 
resistance from the community..

running mad and can join the
leaders are against the

There is an apparent 
health and sexuality ; 
respondents were not 
psychological, emotional and

representative).
from Kisii said that although government 

to enforce the presidential 
towards abandonment efforts 

He gave an example "of a Luo woman 
while giving birth by fellow Kisii women 

He noted that women need to

For example, 
1995 people in 
even babies" (An area

needs to be taught 
home this point he said:

Luos". He 
abandonment of FC because 

who would not 
FC^^

lack of public education on the 
related effects of FC. Majority of the 

that FC can cause physical, 
the female

because the 
effects of FC. To drive

a Kisii

when President Moi
Kisii people "went around circumcising 

Chief from Kisii).

officials have 
bans, there is high resistance 
by the Gusii community, 
who was "arrested" 
and was circumcised by force." 
be educated on the 

leader he experiences
will think this chief is 

said that some leaders are against
of community pressure especially 

that the community
the government should 

law to stop FC 
negative

ask the boys in 
they say a 

total woman"

is an

” The chief was reacting to 
on FC in Parliament

a very slow process as evident from the

issued a

the school whom they would 
circumcised girl of course 

Kisii district

from men imagine
said that

up with

decree in



However the MYWO
although she

about the health effects of
FC:

satisfactionsexualofissuethe'Women
lightly.

sex

fMYWO representative
in Kisii).

FCofissuethe aOn
she to thethat was

process
FCthatfacttheto

emphasized that:
school afterof itFCout''If a

womanso

(An 83-year-

another respondentargumenttheContributing to same
practice by sayingtheforstrong supportexpressed her

that:
try to stop FC I would

ban by1995 FCondo
wanabebaMaasai rungu?"Si
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"Even if the government and others

Reacting to the

has

just indiscipline

gets married and

the possibility of abandoning 
totally opposed

girl drops 

nothing to do with 

and furthermore.

hii ni mila; meaning "the 

the same way the Kisii

body. Therefore most respondents had no information on why 
they should support the abandonment of FC.
representative in Kisii district noted that

brings home cows, 

old woman).

take the issue of sexual satisfaction very 

They are really not concerned about enjoying 

themselves during sexual intercourse; they think 

is meant for reproduction only"

has talked to groups of women

long as a 

everything is alright"

it privately".

President Moi, she quipped: 
Wacha wakisii watairi wasichana, 

Maasai carry clubs and swords so in 
should be left alone to circumcise their girls because it 

is their culture" (An 83-year-old woman).

respondent said
. She does not see anything wrong with it. 

affects girls'
Reacting

education, she

the rite it is



the

to theviewsYet

uHowever
asscale I can

14-year-old circumcised girla
said she did not
is a Gusii custom.

respondent contributing to the same debate had theAnother
following to say:

whois thehe one

elder from Kisii said).
defendedGarissafroma
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Echoing similar sentiments,
support the abandonment of FC because it

another respondent contributing his
anti-abandonment drive retorted:

support it but not

34 year old male parent from Kisii).

stop FC.

of FC and

In particular a respondent 
infibulation of girls saying:

In Kisii district, people have continued to circumcise 
girls secretly and sometimes it is done openly. The 83 year 
old respondent was of the opinion that the Catholic Church 
especially doesn't speak out against FC. She has heard of 

organization called Maendeleo Ya Wanawake but she did 
not know how they are involved in the abandonment of FC.

"The practice is good because infibulation serves as a 

religious sacrifice to God when that particular part 

of the body is cut" (A 25 year old circumcised girl 
from Garissa).

"People will not be convinced that it is important to 

I personally do not support the abandonment 

see no reason why it should be stopped, 

if the abandonment drive is done on a large 
an individual. " (A

"Even God will be offended because 
recommended FC for the Gusii community. "(A 66-year-old male



debateabandonmentthecontribution to a

"There are no

teachers)taken up
againstwhourban, areGarissa

infibulation. However
Sunnataketo

(Ain
10 year

Church in EmbuelderchurchA

the church.concerns
fordid not reasonsthe

thisnot
tosome

FC

abandonmentFCshewhetheraskedOn being
had theEmburespondentfemaleelderlyefforts an

following to say:
circumcisedI ownthis my

whatthe onto
a

said:
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Making her 
circumciser said:

would support
in

(religious
advocating

abandonment efforts going on in Garissa. 
terms of abandonment is being 

in

they constantly advice parents 
(clitoridectomy).

question on what penalties
45 year old female respondent

that even
stopping female circumcision.

be circumcised"). However,
people responded 

efforts to persuade people to 
especially those who joined the church.

give
"They just said girls should 

respondent said that 
positively to early missionary 

abandon the practice of

their daughters for 
is done under anesthesia because the blood

It must be spilt. However

The only development in 
by the "Sheikhs"

Responding 
defaulters had been given.

Nowadays it 
in the clitoris is too much, 

rural Garissa everybody undergoes infibulation" 
old female circumciser from Garissa).

"How can I support this yet 
daughters? I do not advocate for abandonment".

contributing to the 
not an issue that

missionaries

with the Divinity
FC abandonment debate said that FC is

He also emphasized



•I

fear governinent authority, therefore isFC"Parents

Girls takensecretly. theat todone are

and Icircumciser am aware

to enforce itthat
intervene by arrestinghas andtothe

tha t othersso can

learn".

for girlsfamilies hadFCfromPressure
of FC.low abandonmentcontributed to

by the following response:
circumcised butberefused tofriend'^This

trouble because her father refused

He always said "Irio ni

the
of

and family.
itfact seemsInforce.

thethan men.

these customs but their

as

Tools of Persuasion against the Practice of FC5.8
5.8.1 Penalties for Practicing FC

inof FC the
cent of

havethe respondents never
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night 

ceremonies.

should undergo FC just 

uncircumcised woman from Embu)

to undergo
This was emphasized

Despite the reported high prevalence 
three communities, study findings show that 81 per 

been penalized for practicing

government 

prosecuting the people involved

there is a ban on FC in place but

by women

to drop all 

They feel that their daughters 

they did" (A 4 9-year-old

then she got into 

to eat food cooked by her. 

iranunga ndumbu ya kirigu" meaning (the food smells of

clitoris). This girl ended up going to be 

the mistreatment

by 
supported more 

church they want 

wives are not strict.

of mine

When men join

circumcised because of the mistreatment from parents 

I know of girls who have been circumcised 

that this practice is

there are no



circumcision.female of

never
revealed

and40{i.e. cent cent) the
female as

in29 centto per

cases
infemale

districtsotherwith the wastwo
cent of12

inthe

5.8.2 Respondents' Suggested FC Abandonment Strategies

on
and

that
freefelt antherethat a

Communication andInformation,education.
eachtheOfmaterialsEducation

andGarissa
need for increased free education.
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reported 
practicing

highest 
circumcision

per 
circumcision

per 
without

highest 
of

reported
31percentages

of

district 36 per cent, 
Embu districts,

practice
compared
Contrastingly,

the

per 
the question. 

Garissa

represented by 81 per cent, 
respondents in Embu, 

respectively.

per cent and 7 per
Kisii and Garissa districts.

responded to 
that Kisii and

including
(I.E.C.). Of the respondents in
33 per cent and 31 per cent in Kisii, 

respectively, expressed the 
Other responses included

Respondents were asked to suggest strategies that they 
think should be adopted to ban FC. Of the respondents 
interviewed, 52 per cent suggested that it was necessary to 
increase free education to raise the level of awareness 

22 percent

reported
the study results showed that Embu district 

number of cases of penalties for 
the community compared 

under study. This

penalties
Embu district.

Only 13 per cent of the respondents 
reported having been penalized for taking their girls for 
circumcision while 6 per cent of the respondents 

Analysis by district 
districts reported the

the negativities of FC, 22 percent suggested arrest 
prosecution of those practicing FC while 26 per cent stated 

nothing could be done. Analysis by district showed 
existed a felt need for an increase in



and of TheFC.the arrest

theofcent
need for the andarrest

form of
FC.towards

districts, forEmbuand
some

most theeven

towards the abandonment

both catholicSome Christians,
This was associated with

Christians. Someamong
Christians

naturelukewarmThesecretly.do it
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A

the practice, 
after

5.8.2.1 Qualitative Responses on Strategies that could be 
adopted to abandon FC

respectively, expressed 
prosecution of practitioners of FC.

per cent and 15 per
Kisii and Garissa,

and protestant still practice FC.
the hypocrisy that prevails 

denounce the practice in church but continue to
of the Christian

prosecution of practitioners
results revealed that 47 per cent, 38 

in Embu,

independence especially
The Roman Catholic Church was cited as

generation
placed 
period.
colonial administration
intervention. In Kisii and Embu districts, for example, 

of those who were converted to Christianity abandoned 
The Christian influence continued to be felt 

in most of

the abandonment of
(65-70 years) recalled several bans having been 

on the practice of FC right from the colonial 
The Christian missionaries with the support of the 

were the most effective channels of

A look at the responses from the qualitative aspect of 
the study as regarded the nature of the tools of persuasion 
show that respondents in the study areas were aware of some 

intervention having taken place in the community 
Interviewees in the older

protestant churches, 
having played no significant role 
of FC in its areas of influence.

Overall it was noted.

respondents
the



1

intervention has been blamed for the persistence of FC. On
Somalis of Garissa practice FC thethe on

thereligion. theHowever
contain any instructions on FC.Koran does not

inIslam Africa.preceded When Islamquestion that FC
likely that newlyisit most convertedAfrica,entered

linked it
with Islam. Over time, a

these countries that FC was required by Islam.inMuslims
citation that makes femaleIslamicThere is no

Neither the Quran,circumcision a
"hadith," which

Prophet Mohammedthetheofcollectionsare
includehis death;afterhistoriesoralfromrecorded a
directiveMohammed’s1995).(Toubia,call for FCdirect

for circumcision isoften cited reasonis most athat as
isit ofspeech; not thequestion during onefrom aa

when Mohammed was askedhere,And evenlessons.
his answer was. in

is said toHeanessence,

for

not
thewould makeandman

1934)."

male-typedescribesthisbelieve a
with the object

touch. Iftoclitorisof making the moreeven
attitudethis towardaccepted,isinterpretationthis

wouldIslam beof notthe partsexualitywomen’s on
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the primary source for Islamic law, : 
sayings of

the contrary,
basis of the prevailing beliefs associated with the Islamic

Imam in Garissa reiterated that

leaders, seeking to continue the practice of FC,
belief was created in the minds of

Many people 
circumcision where the prepuce is removed, 

sensitive

Prophet’s 
what he thought of female circumcision, 

attempt to deter the practice:

major 
religious requirement.

nor the

There is no

have told his listeners:
"To circumcise, but not to destroy (or mutilate), 

destroying (the clitoris) would be better for the 
woman* s face glow (Abdulla,



surprising. In comparison with other major religions. Islam
sexualitywomen's andstrongly acknowledges emphasizes

satisfaction longtheir sexual itright isto as as
in Christianity whereto marriage unlikeconfined female

The text of the Old Testament for

the sexual
15 states:
hell.things that the"There three neverareare

vagina and the earth (Davidson, 1964).

5.9 Evidence from Case studies

presentedstudies tosectionthis areIn case
The case studies focused onsources.

stakeholders. A caseabandon FC ato among
and time-rootedofinvestigation spaceholistic some

importantdescribes eventsstudyAphenomenon. case
social scientistsenable tostudiessystematically. Case
which reflectdescriptions.in-depthacquire a

relationship betweenof thecomprehensive aawareness
societalandindividualother responses.andphenomenon

is foundthan inhistorical.andboth contemporary
approachstudy offersThejournalistic accounts. case

and systematicprecisewhichdescriptions. asare as
the and time-In this1987). spacecase

exercise.forstudiesusingIn case
well-specifiedtrenchant,informantsaskedresearcher

relatively unambiguous. Dataquestions whose wereanswers
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cravings of the vagina. The book of proverbs 30: 
sated,

sexuality is demonized.
example recognizes the wickedness of the vagina. Compiled 
in the third century BC it explicitly refers to

complement other data
documenting voices in the process of persuading communities 

study is

possible (Ragin,
rooted phenomenon is the practice of FC in the study sites.

this exercise, the



1

collected through unstructured,studiesfor the wascase
interviewerthebetweeninterviewsface-to-faceinformal.

intensive andinterviewsThese wereand the interviewees.
’capture’ theaim tomainthe wasbecauseexhaustive

quantified andothercompliment anyto'salient’ story
studiesin theusedThe casenames

identity of theconceal thetofictitiouswere
respondents.

5.9.1 FC from the Elderly's Perspective

1917; theKisii in atinbornKwamboka wasMaria Rosa
Hertime of the study she was

thisotherof"voices"thevoice
young girl ofshewhen was aFCMariaregion.

FC was part of growing
ofup.

currently knownof FC aspuberty.
excision.

She
FC as

cannot"A Gusii woman

not circumcised.
Hisinis notwoman

women

wouldmanain
No manfallnever

"esagane"to live withwants
In his homestead,"
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the old times.
evident from the following quote: 

be considered mature If she Is 
who marries an unclrcumclsedAny man

held in high esteem by his peers, 
be forcibly circumcised by other i

real Klsil

qualitative findings.
in order

During those days, 
circumcised before the onset

represents
underwent

about eighty-five years old.
elders in

about 17 years.
Every girl had to be

She underwent a type
Today, in many parts of Kisxi the original type 

of FC has been modified into Sunna or Clitoridectomy , 
Maria reiterates that FC is as important today

still upholds the values associated with

the village. Furthermore
to have his daughters circumcised,

(l,e unclrcumclsed woman)

as it was in

wife may even



Maria does believe thatnot FC affectcan woman'sa
health in any way. However she observed that:

"Some girls could get an infection. but
like cold.a common such
eventualities,"

HIV/AIDS she observed that sinceOn the circumcision
lowered about sixhas been to thereage years, are no

initiates passingpossibilities of the viruson to one
Maria observed that it is not necessary to abandonanother.

is a direct interference with the communalFC.
culture. is nothing with theThere practice andwrong
people should be left alone to observe what their culture
dictates.

5.9.1.1 Case Study Two: Ezekiel Kixuai (83-years-old)

Kiruai inborn Embu about theMzee at time thewas
First World War ended. He is a church elder and a committed

He recalled that efforts dedicated towardsChristian. FC'S
in Embu began when theabandonment Christian missionaries

a place called Kigari.settled at
the missionariesto "micezii ofas ya

the The refers authority.to KiruaiMzeecrown. crown
recalls that the early church was totally opposed to FC and
did not admit in the congregation anyone who involvedwas
in such traditional practices.

condemned it." Some denominations e.g.
vigilant about abandonmentFCwere more to the
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that is just
We had ways of dealing with

People started referring 
kirore" or missions

"they just
the Anglican Church

compared
lukewarm stance taken by the Catholic Church.

However, they (missionaries) 
did not explain the negative consequences of FC,

Such a move



majorThe Mau Mau setback fora FC'Swar was
abandonment efforts in Embu. The warriors demanded that all
adults take of allegiance. Thus all those"an oath" adult
women who had not undergone FC were
This coercive act woman

threat to "war secrets".a
witnessed theThis revivaltherefore,period and re-

From thenthe practice of FC.of Christiansemergence on

According Mzee thethe tomovement". post
of hypocrisy in thewitnessed lotindependence era has a

"salvation and circumcision"community. which embracesnow
Mzee Kiruaiindividual level. doessimultaneously. theAt

circumcision.femalewith Womenanythingnot wrongsee
however nocircumcised to make them mature.should be one

should be forced to undergo the rite.

5.9.1.2 Synthesis of cases one and two

The two respondents (case study one and two) belong to
the traditionalcharacteristic of andthe age-set­same
lived and witnessedhavegeneration. Theytransitional
traditionalplace from the to moderntransformations take

the storiesorganizations. However, theyof socialtype
study indicate that thoughthe numerous

institution ofthe
Thus the persistence of the practice oflargely unaltered.

that peoples'factthe beliefassociated withbeFC can
changed topractice have not largetheabout asystems

Christianity andthat otheris apparentItextent.
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were caught between "paying allegiance to the gospel 
Kiruai,

recounted during
changes have taken place in the socio-political structures, 

belief and value system have remained

was considered immature and was

circumcised by force.
was done because any uncircumcised

or to



on

on

the harmfulon
effects of FC.
have "heard"

5.9.2: FC from the Middle Aged Perspective
5.9.2.1: Case Study Three: Esther Kanini (45-years-old)

Her

At first
considered notshe as

Thedemands.their daughters'

immensethereasons
fit indaughters not theOur

friends jeeredcircumcisedtheir at

them and called them names."

circumcisedwho not are veryare
other circumcised women in the village look down upon them.
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of bans on the practice of FC but 
do not know why the practice is demonized.

Consequently, 
would

yet 
significance.

schools because

She also noted that in the village some married women 
uncomfortable because

many
of the negative consequences of FC.

a mother of seven.

so far they
It is therefore no wonder that the two cases

Kanini is

According to her:
"Those who condemn the practice have not given us good 

practice has immense social

could

2 girls and 5 boys.
two daughters are circumcised. She knows that some families 
in her village do not condone female circumcision.

subjecting her daughters to FC but 
they grew up they faced a lot of pressure from their peers. 
They begged the mother to take them for circumcision. After 
consultations with the husband, they decided to comply with 

interviewee noted that
parents are not aware

a greater impact 
if the

modernity related factors might have had
people's behavioral change only if the agents 

concentrated on convincing them to change their beliefs and 
values without being judgmental on the practice per se. 

the only way this could have been achieved 
have been through educating people



number of inrecounted which husbandsShe a cases
uncircumcised wivestheir into gettingpressurized

Such cases From a parentscircumcised.
she believes that the practice of willFCviewpoint of

secretly because peoplealbeit most notcontinue are
thisthe negative To end sheeducated consequences.on

intimated:

with whilethreatens arrest^ theus

PiZe have been

able to evade the government by circumcising secretly

This

way

5.9.2.2 Case Study Four: Mr Athman Mohammed (55-years -old)

lives in GarissaandinbornMohammedAthman was
4 daughters and two sons.He isDistrict.

According to him, FC

as
believes that it isAthmanNevertheless,Book Koran.

the Somalis because it is a
and types ofpatternsrooted

He noted that some
form of FC"urban"

from infibulation to "Sunna"
acceptable theisformlatterclitoris.the

more
infibulated.
have serious
be tolerated.can
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The interviewee 
sexual and reproductive problems but such

and one can always "confess or change churches", 

the practice continues unabated".

The government

church threatens us with excommunication.

Though the
former is more respectable of the Somali culture and most 
people would prefer to have their daughters' 

knows that infibulated women

impossible to abandon FC among 
deeply rooted practice whose 
operation have only changed slightly.

Somalis have modified the traditional

is a

a father of six.

or the cutting of the tip of

All of his daughters are infibulated.
religious requirement and Somalis are required to have 

their daughters circumcised as it is written in the Holy

are quite common.



intolerated thebecannotuncircumcised womanOnly an
not rule out the factAthman doesMr.community. However,

understand andSomalis totheenable

5.9.2.3: Synthesis of Cases Three and Four

Cases
who

circumcision ageThehave been
and Garissa 12Kisii tochildren ranges

Embu.in
is onfor

fromAlthough pressure
thethe government

areas,in someintopractice
In Embu theof FC areconsequences

isschool system antheinpressureofissue peer
comprehensiveistherethat nofacttheofindication

schoolstheFor example,abandonment.FCtowardseffort
theaddressactivities mustcurriculaand

theinfluencecan
Modification of FCthe consequences

in all the three areas
total abandonment of FC. Foreffortsthe

Embu and Kisii are shifting from
currentlyGarissain areexcision to sunna

well. Thusasto sunnainfibulationfromshifting
lesswithpractice severetheperpetuatesmodification

bodily harm.
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secrecy
not well known to them.

information on 
preference among parents 

for the

that education can 
possibly work towards abandonment of FC.

three and four are characteristic of parents in 
have children old enough to be or who 

for female

of passage.
; Christian religion has pushed the 

the health

negates
example the communities in

while those

administration 
practice of FC objectively, 
at the school level

the study areas
circumcised.

from 6 years in
Both parents are pro-FC and their support 

based on the premise that it is a

Peer pressure can be dealt with 
only if teachers and others concerned 

pupils/students with the actual 
of FC.

which is a

religio-cultural
and

years
the practice

rite



5.9.3 FC from the Perspective of the Young

livesSheSomaliisSadia woman.a
infibulatedShe atwith herDistrict was seven

the
She is happy tounaware

like going throughthe a
religiousand seen as a

enabled herhasthat FC tonotedsacrifice.
thedoesSadia not supportvirginity.hermaintain

she will have all herOn the contrary.abandonment of FC.
daughters circumcised when they come of age.

5.9.3.2 Case Study Six: Aneta Kanampiu (39 years)

Embu District.inlivesandfromKanampiu hailsAneta
circumcised.isShe not

Anetaunderwent
As

difficult. Often,
insome

that theknowsintervieweetheHowever,her.about
not better than her in any way. Shecircumcised women are

herrespecttocomethatnoted
in theespecially
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shedding of blood during FC is 
it is also

young
family.

At that time the decision rested totally with

purification process
She also

years of age.
her mother and her female relatives. Every Somali girl must

socially integrated among
of the harmful consequences of FC.

have been circumcised because she was made to believe that

5.9.3.1 Case Study Five: Sadia Mohammed Ali (25-years old)

be infibulated at that age. An uncircumcised girl cannot be
Somali. Today Sadia is

with time, people have
because most of the girls born after her

Though majority of her age mates
FC, Aneta escaped the rite because her parents 

had been converted to Christianity. As a result, her life
especially among her peers has been very 

people insult her and women in the village gossip

in Garissa



me.a
me/

me any

hasofAs a
on

dohas withto

own

Some
that

as

intact".
5.9.3.3 Synthesis of Cases Five and Six

voices ofthe
women.

herrepresentsof FCconsequencesknow any
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when she was only seven years, 

negative

They 
suffering.

say 

hate

that pain 

through

Cases five and six represent the voices ot young 
In the case of the Somali woman, she was infibulated

The fact that she does not

village have not been circumcised. But she has had to fight 
some critics physically. As she put it:

"This circumcision thing has nothing

maturity, it a kind of revenge by older women on their 
daughters for the pain they themselves underwent, 

their daughters must feel that pain too.

me because I did not go 
They are just hypocrites."

result of her frustration, the respondent 
finding out why parents put their daughters

through so much pain. She noted:

"Nowadays they keep off because there is a time I beat 
thoroughly for insulting 

they know I am a fighter, 

(uncircumcised girl)

been keen

am a

Aneta has no respect for traditional practices such
FC. Her daughters will not be circumcised and she will do 
everything possible to protect them from peer pressure. She 
also knows that women are generally ignorant about their 
sexuality. Through personal experiences she knows that 
uncircumcised women enjoy sex more because "the clitoris is

her frustration,

up a couple of women 

Actually people fear 
Nobody calls me "kirigu" 

more."



that isFCShe a

tantamount to thebecause this
Tothe Koran. Muslimbyinstructions some

view because "FCthis is notscholars have on
such notionsthusKoran"thecondoned by are

FC must be understood asIn this context, a
First,

is aas

clearly the reprisals a

An
the researcher

way of exerting revenge.

5.9.4 FC from the Medical Perspective

formerisFlora a
formalSheDistrict.

the schoolgirls.on
large extent most

parents
faster.heals

preferparentsmostthatnotedrespondentThelatter.
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I1

and perpetrators 
noted that the act is

second, 
socially integrated-

She performs
holiday the demand is quite high.

prefer clitoridectomy to excision because the wound
However there are those who prefer the

"treats patients"
circumcision

given
differed

5.9.4.1 Case Study Seven: Flora Njeri Stephen (52 years 
old)

Community Nurse/Midwife from Embu 
service. Currently she

This can
range

interesting finding shows
of FC. As perpetrators,

laced with malice and vengeance as a

ignorance. She strongly believes that FC is a religious 
requirement and nothing can be done towards abandoning it 

would be tantamount to disobeying 
date

retired from
from a small "clinic" at a local market.

During

a means

To a

misconceptions.
practice with multi-trade off inclinations. First, a girl 

circumcised as a way of obeying a godly command and 
through which the initiate becomes

Case six demonstrates very
girl who fails to get circumcised can go through, 

from verbal, emotional violence to physical violence.
that women are both victims

FC is



HIV/AIDStheof Only"sanitized" becauseFC scare. a
the traditional mid-wifechildren tominority take their

clinicalized FC is less painful becausefor excision. Also,
evident from the followingsheof the drugs that asuses

words:
it swells

isantibiotics.

very keen on having their
daughters circumcised because:

harassed byuncircumcised arewomenthis''In area
forced intobeenhavehusbands,Some eventheir

schools and in theInoldin

those who are not circumcised.

miserable."

of FC Flora observed that:On the negative consequences
circumcisedwho aremedical women"From

cases a

from tearing."

for theincomeofsteady sourceisPerforming FC'S a
interviewee:

it is"I do it for two reasons; one^
and second in responsefew years ago;I retired asince

theirwi thentrustParentsneed. me
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my medical experience

have more problems while giving birth,
longer episiotomy has to be done for circumcised women in 
order to widen the vulva to prevent the circumcision scar

circumcision in old age.
villages, girls form cliques and tend to shun and jeer 

Uncircumcised girls are

"I inject the clitoris with a numbing drug, 

and becomes very big, and then I grab it with forceps 
and cut that part with a pair of scissors. I also give 
them antibiotics. Everything (gloves/cotton wool) 

disposable except for the scissors and forceps.''

to a community
children because of my background in medicine."

Flora noted that parents are

in most

a source of income



excisor

don't

when parents bring their children^

other patients seeking medication."

5.9.4.2 Analysis of Case Seven

Medicalization of

qualified as nurses,
officers and doctors.
name
with
The World
clinical!zation of female other
African commentators and organizations. In a bulletin WHO
noted that:

If doctors

rather than condemn

1996:34) .

where low cadre medical takestaff itsupport upon
themselves perform the operations.to ofBecause their
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consistently
circumcision

in peoples homes and 

they come like all

settings 
instruments.

FC pose 
in cases

The shifting pattern is 
because such procedures

resurgence of the 
is, more and more parents opt to take their 

daughters for circumcision nowadays. The practicing 
had not landed in any trouble with the law:

The respondent felt that it would be extremely difficult 
to abandon FC because there seems to be a 
practice. That

Thus those medical practitioners who practice 
a great threat to its abandonment. This is more so

of medicine and modern surgical
Health Organization

we will have no hope of abandoning the practice. 

All the respect and authority given to doctors will be 

transferred to the practice" (WHO,

"No action will entrench FC more than legitimizing the 

practice through the medical profession, 

and hospitals start to perform it, 

it.

FC describes an 
emerging trend whereby the practice of FC is performed by 
medically qualified personnel such as nurses, clinical

circumcise at home or

the use

or clinical!zation

given this
are done in medical

opposes
along with



befinancial

since
law may not

5.9.5 FC from an
5.9.5.1 Case

anMr
in Kisii

those

e
theto

chiefs
however;

FCtoare"The
because

thehave sexKisii men forlooktheTheyLuo thethat

on

will thinkmost people

the
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"I will pass 

the chief is
chief noted that,

FC abandonment

Administrators Viewpoint
(administrator)

objective point 
lack the

of view, 
will to support

administrator
He therefore 

is

circumcising in 
the government

needs they
order to earn 

bans are 
succeed in dealing

and Luhya 
these women." 
level of resistance 

the Kisii 
the consequences

noted that though
enforce

sub-locational 
works closely with 

FC is prevalent in 
prejudiced against 
FC. He 

tried

they do 
Luhyas. The Kisii 
not circutacised, they

Ironically most
women.
Nevertheless, 

towards
Asked whether he

of FC on

From an
most Gusii leaders

study Eight Mr. Andrew Ratemo

among
his people
and health, he observed:

on the message but

running mad...•

Ratemo is 
level in Kisii District, 
the community. He observed that 

and the Gusii people are 
not practic 
sub-chiefs have

like to
cross the border to 
the chief observed

FC abandonment efforts is high 
would be ready to train 

women's sexuality

at the

land and the 
communities who do 

and their
bans on FC,

compelled to continue 
an income. On the other hand, 

not properly enforced, the 
with such individuals.

will

government
Kisii people are not

not want to be like
fear that if their daughters 

would become prostitutes.

with

abandon

the Luos and the 
were

willing



ofloss
ballot from

Recall

was

think FC
The

even

Number Eight5.9.5.2 Analysis of Case

theat
chiefThe
level.

mostis oneareas.the addresstoablebeennothave
andofficers

FC
the

to be

a
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matter but
affair but

people's
"sucheffectively. 1 

representatives 
involvement would

dimension of FC.
that of public 

communal affair.

on
for communication

FC

the bill that 
female MPs rejected it"

"The government
a law to criminalize FC, I 
ban on FC in 1998, people 

babies".

representative
entrusts chiefs with the 
the peoplef making them 

directives

should take time before coming up with 

Mhen the president placed a 

: went around circumcising

political 
private 
a woman's

is the government 
The government 

directives to 
of most government 

issue that

seem to think FC is an issue 
health. The chief called 

the practicing communities, 
criminal will only fuel

because they fear loss or political backing through the 
their constituents. To this end, he quipped:

would dare speak against FC.
in parliament on FCf even our

"No sane Gusii MP
tabled

In Kisii women do not 
that affects their reproductive 
for mass education targeting 
He is of the opinion that making FC 
the persistence. According to him.

concern,
Such a

because
in

in 
administrative

Most

community 
task of passing 
the medium

rural
officers

government 
shy away from

offend the people".
At this level FC ceases

it ceases
discourse

matters
This brings

to be a



the practicinghas persisted in
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can help explain why FC 
communities.



CHAPTER SIX

6.1 DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS

describe,totheof wasThe
circumcisionofand

Morecontext
(1)studythe

from afemaleof
ofcontextsthewithinand

manifestationsThe

femaleto
femaleoftheofforces

the

that are

6.2 Manifestations of Persuasion

thatfactorstheto

is verythatshowof FC
{Murray,includethatstudiesOther
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specifically 
institution

investigate
of the practice of FC despite 

Study findings on the 
efforts against the practice 

still very widespread.
1974;

practice 
persuasion

practice 
major

(2)
of female circumcision.

main objective 
explain the practice 

of

persuasion
(5) The

comparative 
persuasion and 

of persuasion against 
(3) The capacities of 

the attempt to persuade them 
circumcision. (4) The

This study sought 
account for the persistence 
many attempts to stop the practice, 
manifestations of persuasion 

the practice 
confirm this

persuasion and persistence.
investigated: (1) The cultural

circumcision

analyze 
within the

perspective 
persistence 
the practice 
the recipient communities in 

abandon the practice of 
against

circumcision. (5) The tools of persuasion against 
of female circumcision. This chapter discusses the 

findings of the study both from the qualitative and
quantitative aspects of the study. This forms the basis for 
the conclusions and recommendations on the issues addressed 
in this thesis. The discussions are organized around themes 

related to the study objectives.

study
female



and1994; LaneandDorkenoo1991;
Socio-1999).and1992;Thomas,

avoiding
husband.a

no
towomenthat

withhave upcomesexuality.their
1992;Warzazi,1967;

and Rushwan,1995;1993;1993a;
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of
or

the decline of FC in
FC of moston

some

or

familiesmany
studies haveIslambelieve

1979;Baasher,e.gwithupcome However noand1980Assaad,
orevidence was
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respect. 
Findings on 

interviewed had 
education

Findings from 
their

Elworthy,
Eliah,

the most prevalent reasons 
the

to gain
sexual

similar conclusions 
PATH/MYWO, 

the question 
FC showed that

■ inhibit the practice.

religions is 
neither

daughters
Other

1989).
elsewhere to bear this

In-Depth

urges.
the respondents 
is alarming considering
make informed decisions, particularly

Other studies that 
include (Shandall,

Toubia, 
of the impact of religion 

it was largely believed

Ahlberg,
Rubinstein, 1996;
cultural determinants emerged as 

of FC. This wasfor the persistence
fulfillment of a cultural requirement, 
shame, maintenance of virginity, getting .

initiation into womanhood and

found in the Koran
Group

broken down into;
family

In the past, Christianity led to
However, the religious stand 

Although, some do not support the
There is stillpractice, 

no clear evidence as to 
inhibit FC. This study 

of femaleon the practice 
Muslim communities.

circumcise 
sanctions the practice, 
similar findings (see 

Lightfoot-Klein,

empowers
on issues that affect

reducing
education indicate that a good number of 

formal education. This

Hosken, 
1996). Findings 
on the practice 
to either support

some districts.
not clear.

do they speak against it.
whether religious tenets support 
established that religious influence 

circumcision is very high in 
this study indicate that 

because they



andcohesionethnicenhancesTheand
andmarriedofchances

FC AbandonmentCapacities of Recipient Communities in6.3

inthe

one
ais

Further,

this
theand ascelebration

on

and initiates are
theis onlifefamilytheand

thefortoare

mass
This

anddiscreteinitiate athe
riteTherole.statusthe necessaryintoadjustment

ofthealso
inculcating

identity.and
study found that

247

FC is a deeply 
has traditional.

operation
initiates

religious, 
rite

identity, 
introduces one to

background.
increases chances of getting 

important lessons in life.

jubilation 
feed on special foods 

celebrations

Interviews and case studies, the discussants reported that 
rooted custom with all that this implies. It 

social and cultural sanctions

and other
given presents.

education that

With regard to the capacities of recipient communities 
the attempt to persuade them to abandon the practice of 
female circumcision, results from this study show that

not simply born a "woman." One becomes a respected 
person and an integrated 
socially designated course

study found that during
there

initiates are meant 
associated with the pain of FC.

of humanity bythe common 
female circumcision.

into

female only after implementing the 
to dignity and status.

the female circumcision

serves tne multiple
and ensuring the maintenance 

Therefore arising from the 
female circumcision

compensate
Initiates are removed from 
a rite of separation i.e. 

rite automatically incorporates 
community and facilitates 

and

foregoing this 
should be understood

from

is
family members

The gifts,
imparted 

hardships

expressing,
of cultural values

purposes
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gender
society's

constrained.
purportedly 

societies.

power
fathers

African
control

and
Other studies;
r Schwatz and Rutter 

findings.

in the context
and normalize behavior, 

identified

said to be 
behavior (EL Saadawi,

Patriarchy is 
and determines

(1998)
Ahlberg et al 

whether

study men's 
the perpetuation 
their opposition 
they can be 
practice.

was seen as
funding of FC ceremonies 
ceremonies are to take place.

the role they play in 
female circumcision in 

in this

power
These power 
perceptions, 
social instruction 
(1989); Wilton (1997);

and WHO (1999)

and
and determining

In this

Men's 
households in the 
when and where the 

visibility was 
of the practice 

abandonment 
said to be visible in 

This study also found that 
survived because of

ingenious devices
and assured genealogy.
related practice

socializing role
charge
universal

a structure

that,
hierarchical systems, 

visibility

explain 
status in

(2000) has also 
is the

of social norms

that constrains agency 
1980; Lerner, 1986).

efforts and in this way 
this socially normalized 

the patriarchal social 
whole range of 

sexuality of 
FC is a

Women were identiriea as the main perpetrators 
practice of FC while men were reported to be taking a more 
passive role. This seeming passivity is just the way gender 

relations and control are organized and manifested, 
structures shape men's and women's identities, 
interactional practices 

that are created. ' 
Annadale (1998); 

confirmed 
confirmed this when she says 

dual or European 
invisible.

because
restrained the
It established that 

because it is justified in
Female sexuality is denigrated 

of patriarchy is used to 
of
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entry 
same density

genitals, 
function.

separated 
sexual

comparison, 
which are not

more
the vagina has very 
sensitive to touch.

women's 
clitoris

organs 
sensitive

pleasure
It

are left 
i tissue at the 
and around the

penis, 
extremely

appropriate
By altering 

reduces

complex process, 
external

are clearly 
specialized 
it has no reproductive 

reproduction with 
In

under the root
and on the floor of the vulva, 

to the vagina. Although this tissue 
endings as the tip of the clitoris, 

the surrounding skin. In 
few nerve endings.

sexual organ, 
intact. With clitoridectomy, 

base of the clitoris, 
floor of the vulva are

more sensory nerve endings and i 
clitoral artery. This erectile 

of the clitoris.

of the

words, 
reproductive 
some of the

inner lips

humans,
through the achievement of orgasm

the presence of normal external genitalia,
hormonal stimulants, and individual psychology, 

of the female sexual organs,
fulfillment

of the prevailing medical facts show that removal 
takes away the primary specialized female 

sexual organ. The tip of the clitoris, like the tip of the 
has a dense supply of nerve endings which are 

sensitive to touch- The body of the clitoris is 
erectile tissue with a covering layer of 

rich blood supply from the 
which spreads deep 

is found in the inner lips 
and forms a ring around the 

does not have the

pleasure;
is organ 

sexual

only
vagina

capacity
the woman’s

response.
while

makes
genitalia 

is a

the normal anatomy
with which

difficult.
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collection process, 
respondents to part

to compensate 
sexual

properly stimulated, 
the body,

give 
In addition.

may 
clitoral

study show that
There

and girls 
that

sensory sexual messages
other sexually sensitive 

nipples, lips.

there has been 
effects of this practice

girls and women
bodies but no psyches.

the impression that
this facade, the

physical aspect 
psychological problems.

the effect of the trauma

such
become hyper sensitized

stimulation and thus enhance

genital tissue and, 
have to be called upon 

the hormonal

of FC as a health concern.
health problems associated with FC 

with little attention given 
studies have been conducted to 

of FC on girls and women.
problems such 
little discussion 

on girls and 
of the

it was 
with their views.

Indeed, compared 
malnutrition or diarrhea, 
on the psychological 
women, giving the impression 
developing countries have

The outsider is usually under 
is a highly regarded rite. Contrary 
findings of this

open about FC. There is some
with this practice. At the beginning of the data 

extremely difficult to convince
This shows that girls

are not

negative effect 
sexual pleasure, 
predicted in all cases and some women may overcome them.

As regarded the psychological complications of FC this 
study had no specific findings on the psychological impacts 

Most of the attention given to 
concentrates on the 

the

sensory
degree. While FC does not affect 
for sexual desire and arousal, it can obviously have a very 

woman's feeling about her right to 
effects cannot be

compensation;
an even greater 

stimulants
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emotions, 
eroticism.

concepts 
fear

qualified
analyze 

and disturbances
who may

acceptance
and fantasies.
unlikely that the girl will 
if the trauma lingers, deep 
cannot predict the extent 

clearly linked to

Many women 
circumcision experiences, 

or fearful of 
their feelings and suffer in 

certain level, their 
levels.

girl is older
about her

put under pressure
that is shameful and embarrassing to 
psychological complications of FC may be submerged deeply 
in the individuals' unconscious part of the mind. However 

children exhibit behavioral changes, and some problems 
until -the child reaches adulthood, 

psychologists and 
! these problems.

in her

and women

when a

coping with
talk

have no

Notably 
psychotherapists 
Additionally, psychological 
not readily recognized in poor people, 
be traumatized by their 
about a physical complication, 
acceptable means of expressing 
silence. When the pressure reaches a

psychopathological
of human sexual arousal is 

still not fully
of

may not become evident

to which this

When the pressure
to

remember
subconscious, 

traumatic memory 
sexuality in her conscious mind.

circumcisions take place 
receiving multiple social messages 
society in general, in regard to boys and men 

in particular. The link between the operation and the 
social feminization of women might be made through subtle, 
positive associations or through aggressive gender training 

of negative consequences or even torture. The

condition can progress 
Further the psychological aspect 
an equally complex phenomenon 
understood by experts. It involves 

past experiences, 
of disease, pregnancy, dreams 
performed during infancy, 

the event itself, 
psychology

will be
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role
I be sexually

any 
with

opened 
of childbirth.

proscriptions, 
clitoris, plus 

with

Later
her sacred duty 

of the

the strong
husband's 

speaking openly 
is made

operations
longer 

they

women
women' s

diminution
to be interrelated.

off

values
purely 
emotional

separate 
functions from

sexuality 
ambiguities, 
anatomical 
and psychological

Africa,
difficult 
circumcision 

and the act appear 
in particular, 
tissue plus

metaphor for 
of herfolding away 

the denial of a woman's 
reproductive capacity with 
own flesh. The "protective 

dilated to permit 
for

employed 
"secret societies."

a
hood" is only 
the husband his 
his bride price, 

is performing 
who have had anyone

likely to become sexually frustrated, 
sexual contact with their partners.

sexual objects and reproductive 
conflicts with the social 

desirable and pleasing 
sexual pleasing requires 

sexual experience, 
the reports

Social
circumcised women 

the lost memory
expectation 

sexual approaches, 
their 
more complex by 

difficult to 
sexual

is more

open or 
the vagina in

further when the woman
women

infancy not
of sexual desire;

With infibulations, 
sensitive

may
Ultimately, 

only.
that a woman

to her husband, especially
to show that she, too, is enjoying

is difficult, of course, to verify 
about their sexual experiences.

of what it is 
that a

like to have a 
woman must be 

prevents 
sexuality.

shaving
of the vagina can be seen as a 

sexuality and the locking up 
"chastity belt" made

allowed to be cut
, lawful access to 

it is

objects
with
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imposed
United

the 
community

why
it might
theories

life under such conditions
For those who

societies,
throw

discussion
respondent from

clitoris is pe 
Bmbu had the following

insult
Contributing 

rceived in 
to say:

Western 
"immature”impact 

sexuality.
and

majority 
recently as 

(Toubia, 1995). 
medical facts 

is supposed 
and reproduction, 

and women are 
the

the spirit
using maximum 
enjoying partnership 
is proof of women's
have trouble

clearly show 
basic functions;
findings from the

view female

means that a

its women.

labeling 
glorifying vaginal orgasms 
Freudian theorv, in effect.

to serve two

clitoridectomy on women.
of women were unaware of the clitoris or 

the 1960s, and had difficulty

orgasm.
psychological 
impossible, for women 
Those who are reportedly 

maintain

experiencing orgasm
The preceding 

female genitalia 
sexual pleasure 
study show that men 
sexuality negatively- 
subject. The mention 
Most individuals 
genitals especially in 
by shame. In most 
•disgusting 
clitoris".

circumcision on

However 
socialized to 

sex in the first place is 
female genitalia is

I adulthood cannot name 
"vernacular" without being overcome 

the most painful and 
rival is

a taboo

psychological
States, a 
its functions as

without a clitoris may still be able to 
of physical and 

barriers make it difficult, but 
who have experienced FC to enjoy sex. 

still able to achieve orgasm have 
to maintain the required psychosexual state, 
creativity and minimal resources, 

and sexual 
vitality and resilience.

society would impose 
be useful to remember 

women’sFreudian
clitoral orgasms

achieved through
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aggress 
underlines

to hurt 
this would

You know even 
don't touch

you 
your spouses

because
with my body" (A

of negative 
to

can
fierce fight.

with our wives
feel nice but

that part, 
socialized

only.
nature in which men 
following response

even
never gathered 

around here 
if

"My husband 

midday and > 
he can go on even 

of the pain 

Sometimes I wish he 

his sexual demands, 

cannot complain 
he wants

Kigura - means

Majority
is meant
complained about 

during sexual intercourse.
that perception;

belongs
enough courage 
couples have sex

have it during
' genitals."

shameful.
then the word "Kigura 

automatically lead to a 
having sex 

woman

"that part"
man really wants

34// be said/

we are

from work, sometimes even at 
ffhen fcfe go into the house 

It is an ordeal 

all the time.
woman to meet

' comes home 
demands to have sex.

-hour non-stop.

I have to undergo 
could marry a younger
You see, according to our customs, 

after paying dowry he can do 
mother from Kisii).

when we are

Unless a

associate
Some menyour

to
at night/

the day/ you

women
the

kind
associations/

continue to circumcise 
do not see the necessity of "enjoying 

procreation purposes 
the insensitive

The

it.
the dark/ and even 

bother to check
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probably 
interfered

Findings
in

aspect
virginity.

that
After subsequent 

with

and 
reiterated that

especially 
all

by 
sexuality

respondents, 
men enjoy

births most women 
husbands.

their
chief

Some 
genitalia 

convinced that 
also

what 
other sexually 

the breasts, nipples, 
sensitized to 

FC may

cultures
cultural 

sexuality 
it whereas 
and achievement.

study show
chastity and

patterned 
femininity.
negative definition
punctuated with performance

the qualitative 
to preserving

girls get
have them
They felt

that

women have

the
the time, 

longer have a
felt

yet 
sexual urges.

one hopes
controlled.

sexuality 
that in

pregnant 
circumcised so 
that nowadays it is
after circumcision the girl

Further, the physical
negatively; this makes

most African cultures male and 
by cultural definitions
Female sexuality is inhibited

male

"for 
said that women are ignorant 

satisfaction and 
need to 

to "play sex". The 
of the body, such as 

become

because
Kisii the chief was
reproductive purposes only." He

of the relationship between FC 
need to be educated. He 
be taught what sex is and 

fact that

sensitive parts 
neck, and 

for lack of 
circumcised girls 

expectations. 
and Embu)

it
female sexuality

of masculinity
society's

is

may oecoiuc hyper
clitoral stimulation after

indulge in premarital/teenage 
Respondents from two 

concurred with 
reasons.

we

lips, 
compensate 
explain why 

contrary
communities (Kisii
According to them, for some strange : 

soon after circumcision 
to reduce their 

like trial and error, 
will be sexually 

of female 
understandable

has
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up
In another

fthe Luo 
better i^ith a

So we make 
truth of

foregoing. 

society 
dichotomized 
being subordinate.

(1984)
construction 

female sexuality
is the control

this case, 
then why do 

circurncision? Hayes (1975); 
Dorkenoo (1994);

consistent

through
with

with Luo women
Sex is 

(Gusii male chief).

To 
of the propositions 
society is 
Second

culture as 
with uncircumcised women, 
expect women to undergo 
(1991); Hosken (1993a); 
have come up with findings that 

study Foucault 
sexuality 

sexuality 
control in essence

understand the above, 
of feminism, 

generally hypocritical. 
Sex" asks some questions; 

culture?

of the interviews,
"Let Gusii men
social pressure to marry 

daughters are circumcised.

matter is most Kisii men will 

the border to have sex 
circumcise their women)- 

not circumcised"

these regions do or can mate or 
who are not circumcised. If the latter is true, 
these communities can be termed "social hypocrites".

a Gusii male chief remarked: 
be honest with themselves.

circumcised women.
But the

’purity’ for marriage FC places limits and prohibitions on 
a girl's freedom of movement and association. This implies 
that girls get circumcised to make them suitable for "male 
selection." In Kisii and Garissa where FC is prevalent it 
is very shameful for a man to marry an uncircumcised woman.

would want to find out sincerely whether men in 
have intercourse with women 

then men in

are? In

sure our

do not 
woman who is

might want to look at one 
Feminists have stated that 

Beauvoir (1989) in "The 
culture? Whose 

Are men subjected to 
if men enjoy sex more 

communities have
Ahlberg 

and Toubia (1995) 
with the

controls
gendered

Sexual

stresses
of
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it was evident
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creating 
behavior

circumcision 
unusual to hold the

that 
exerted

genitals 
(Warsame,

Paine,
of FC practiced.

Hosken, 
Marison, 
2001). Regarding 
from the findings 

infibulation

up
girls by
and the

desire and pleasure.
Christian morality of linking sexuality with 
marriage on societies in Africa, although 

moral system that similarly prohibited 
the study

Africans too had 
activity before marriage, 

for the

appropriate 
Luckman (1967) 

with the biological 
taken for granted that 

■ of transforming 
constructed woman. Foucault's (1976) 

and his conceptualization 
control is

findings
fear and 

uncircumcised
Toubia, 1999;

applicable
this study

Findings from 
community, the 

socializing unit, 
not undergoing FC emanates 
community members. Other studies 
similar findings where pressure 

discrediting

a girl into
analysis of control in 

of normalization as the 
female

this study indicate
family^ is still 
social stigmatization 

from the family, peers 
have come

Additionally, 
control of sexual desire and pleasure, 

have designed rules or norms defining the 
female sexual behavior. A study by Berger and 

with similar findings, 
state of 

female circumcision 
socially

common was clitoridectomy

practice 
it is not

circumcision. The
for purification.

uncircumcised in contempt.
that the nucleus of 

most important 
associated with

,1993b;
Schecf,

the type
the most 

and excision
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with circumcision
M.,

variedthereFC, wereofeffects

were
NGO'sbecan

Persuasion to abandon FC6.4 Forces of

Nonefforts

thethatshoweffortson
usuallyhaveabandonmenttheof

thedeniedmonolithic
diversities

andthese

258

Additionally/ 
insensitive to 
FC resulting in 
from this study show

practice.
Hosken

campaigns 
have

The study sought to
The findings

is

the
the persistence 

that there has

(1992),
(1995) have come up

(infibulation)
This

(1993), 
similar findings.

the past
FC

This finding 
aimed at increasing awareness on 

El-Dareer (1982), Kwaak 
(1993a) and Toubia

have been 
communities who practice 

of the practice. Findings 
been resistance to the

establish the nature of the forces 
show that Governments' role in 
lukewarm. Non -governmental 
found to have played a very 

o f abandonment.
organizations 
significant role 
Findings 
champions 
invented

influenced the 
in the region (Warsame,

of persuasion.
FC abandonment 

and churches were
in advancing the message 

abandonment

that 
communities practicing FC.

coercive

et al, 1993).
Regarding the 

responses regarding respondents' 
effects on a woman's body. Some 

harmful while others 
attributed to the efforts 

the harmful effects of the 
Lightfoot-Klein 

with

which has

the most severe type 
of the FC practiced in the region.

Somali people's migration patterns, 
culture and practices associated 

1989; Arbesman,

it was

approaches 
and histories of the < 

approaches 
felt needs of

awareness of the practices 
respondents indicated that 

not aware of any harm.
of
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these

guided many

a community's

individual
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societal belief systems 
life.

misinterpretations 
interventions.

directed
MYWO has

people
oriented
abandonment of FC

of FC

large
seminars 

expected

way 
attitude

intervening in this 
sexual

organizations
towards the

of the practice especially with the 
persistence of the practice. Other studies have found that 
in terms of abandonment the

made little attempt to understand 
example, the enforcing 
socially intertwined.

sexuality.
Gennep (1960),
J.C.et al (1989) ,
Natsoulas (1998), Abusharaf 

have

since independence.
non-governmental 

their efforts
spearheaded these efforts 

districts in Kenya. In Kisii, 
training sessions for trainers 

train stakeholders at the

this study indicate that 
abandon the practice of FC is 

as has been

Other findings from 
capacity to be persuaded to 

influenced by cultural dictates 
It is evident that both 

factors present major 
includes personal attitudes 

which are ingrained in the choices 
The government and other change- 

played a kev role in
make

institutions have played a key 
Several government bans have been placed

Since the women's

they
open attituoe and the public gaze 

process were interpreted to mean that the Kikuyu and many 
similar societies in Africa had no moral value attached to

According to, Phillip (1925), Kenyatta (1938), 
Mustaffa (1966),EL Saadawi (1980), Caldwell 

Ahlberg (1994), Ruonavaara 
(2001) and Thomas (2003), 

FC abandonment

still greatly 
the case in the past.

based

Instead the

calls for abandonment

and societal

in the

covering a 
MYWO organizes 
who in are

on the practice 
decade, governmental 
have increasingly 
abandonment of FC.

number
and
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cognitive 
discussions

study is
towards '

doing very 
of FC thus leading

useful process 
but

survey
of

negative impacts 
in

community level 
this

Meaningful 
findings from 

need of

response 
number of factors

only people’s ignorance
by health educators 

the findings of this
little

The response 
indicator of

; the 
the abandonment

This is as a 
associated with 

the negative 
societal

to be a

with no

to its persistence, 
and cultural meanings 
adequate knowledge on 
the individual, group and 
beliefs associated with the practice.

Population Reference Bureau 
have all done studies that have 

important step in the process 
abandon FC is to provide minimum education 

change requires specific conditions, 
this study underline 
the respondents, 
facilitating 

The

specific
this because this was a 

Education is a promising 
determinative

on the harmful effects of FC. 
is slow and this should be perceived 
ineffective approaches still in use. Lack of 
intervention efforts was attributed to a 

low knowledge levels coupled with a strong 
traditional values and belief systems and the 

nature of the forces used in the persuasion effort which 
viewed by the communities as being external.

adjustments.
with people

of circumcision, 
such problems; they believed it 

negative effects. Not 
also the absence 
others is reflected here.

that communities 
of the practice

result of the traditional 
rite, lack of 

effects of FC as well as 
and

ignorance
or that it could result

as an

Ahlberg (1991), CEDPA (1999), 
(2001) and Diop, N.et al (2004) 

attested to these findings, 
of persuading communities 

for all.

any
Evident from
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socially 
have at least

settings 
invisible

only due
social and cultural systems

base

Additionally, 
the

unique
in the bio

2001;
abandonment ' 

social
proper

context and

(1996) argues 
education

understanding of
female power dynamics 
normalization of power 

constructed and organized.
of Embu district transformed a 

controlled and regulated 
action.

failure to
the meaning of

within which it is played, 
and control and the

The abandonment efforts

operation.
consistently opposed by

1993a; WHO,

of female
abandonment challenging, 

also reported that in 
performing the 

circumcision
(Toubia, 
2001).

women aware
circumcision and persuade 
education campaigns
about the negative aspect of 
has not translated into

this study argues that persistence is 
practice being deeply rooted in the 

where it is practiced, 
abandonment strategies 

circumcision.

meaning
problem inherent

and

Further, 
understanding of

in some parts
public action 

into an individual secret 
has become

agents 
or as Agar, 

health 
complications 

them to stop the practice.
have created a great deal of awareness 

female circumcision, but this 
abandonment of the practice.

practice that was a 
through the pubic gaze 
The elaborate sexual educational 

clitoris

Some respondents
Garissa medical

Clinicalization

failure to
the practices complex

female circumcision.
medical model that focuses on 

the complex
on disease

way these are

in medicalsimple act of cutting the 
making the practice 
and this is what makes 

in Garissa district 
personnel 

of female 
medical personnel 

Shell- Duncan,

ceremony 
sometimes

circumcision

meanings and contexts
It is assumed

medical
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hassince

a
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This(Ahlberg, 1994).
design ofsolutions
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in
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untilmust
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go
recently

type 
disregard 
modernization process
been guided by the belief in

by
andgovernmental and non-governmental 

certain extent questioned FC from a 
their denouncing the

a
; to have worked in the

abandonment campaigns agents
another

figures
Obermeyer (1999), 
Njue, C. et al (2004) 
with similar findings, 

evident from the study 
individual human rights is quite low.

FC is taken as an integral part of 
an individual

knowledge. 
the age of enlightenment 

linear form of development, 
which has assumed that solutions to most problems including 
complex social problems such as the practice of female 
circumcision could be solved through technological fixes 

of the opinion that the 
interventions

knowledge on
practicing communities,
people's daily lives. It is a rite of passage 

through when they come of age. It 
external efforts

agencies 
organizations have to a 
human rights' perspective.

of FC has not acted
alone has been found not 

(WHO, UNICEF, UNFPA,
2000; Rahman and Toubia,

abandonment process 
1999; CRLP and RAINBO, 2000; CRLP,

study is 
lie in reorienting the 

including the need to allow for the generation and 
more local knowledge. Findings from this study indicate 
that female circumcisers have a crucial role to play. They 
are mainly midwives, both trained and untrained and are key 

perpetuating the practice. Harkavy (1987), 
PATH/MYWO (2000), Shell

come of is notage.
the



6.5 Tools of Persuasion in FC Abandonment

on

at
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iscontrol
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deeply held 
In terms of

of cultural change.
it is not

and attitudes where it 
corollary view is

placed
These have usually been

Other

nor is it a

pronouncements against 
contained in political speeches 

Practicing communities 
efforts as being external.

influence over actions and attiruoes wnere it is accepted 
legitimate authority. A corollary view is that legal 

affected by social influences, the greater the 
of observance and

difficult to overcome 
cultural and sometimes political significance, 
legislation the study found out that law alone 

seldom changes behavior. Formal legislation has proven to 
be a poor instrument of cultural change. Although it is 
certainly a key determinant of change, 

brooding omnipresence in the sky. 
is integral to, and contingent 

Against this backdrop, 
law can wield considerable

social consensus 
punishment for violations. 

Several government 
of FC since independence, 

policy 
practice 
and the content of the mass 

these

Responses to the question on the tools of persuasion 
showed that the official bans on the practice that have 
been placed in the past have failed to achieve significant 
responses. Female circumcision has proven to be an enduring 
tradition difficult to overcome at the local level with

on.
is
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being 
clitoridectomy.

and Garissa
be persuaded

teenager 
associated with FC as

irrespective
The implication 

accorded lesser importance 
districts.

6.6 Comparative Analysis across the Objectives Highlighting 
the Core Findings

study 
accounting for 

showed

Questions 
abandon

ethnic backgrounds, 
and a 70-year-old

found in this study.
ethnic groups 

religious 
is that

the practice is 
compared to Kisii 
communities'

the people 
still practicing 
educational backgrounds.

modernization (e.g. 
of family and marriage) among 
associated with FC remain almost

For example, consider the fact that 
share some common beliefs

Comparative analysis of findings from this study 
the manifestations of the practice of FC, show that FC is 
more prevalent in Kisii, Garissa and Embu districts in that 
order. The practice of FC is recognized as an important 
traditional rite of passage with the prevalent types of FC 

in Kisii and Embu districts andclitoridectomy 
excision and 

comparative analysis of findings from this 
manifestations of the practice of FC 

all three studythe persistence
the practice 

attitudes.
Garissa districts, 
of persistence than Embu district, 
though many aspects of traditional 

practices have
eating habits, modes of dressing, types 

others, beliefs and values 
intact across regional and

registered higher
There is no

on the

district. Other



practice of FC showed that from the community topressure
undergo the rite emerged dominantthe most foras reason
girls to to be circumcised in all the study sites.want
Comparative analysis question whether girlstheon were
circumcised willingly coerced showed highor were
percentages of willingness in Kisii and Garissa districts
and a low percentage in Embu district. The reason given for

included:willingly accepting to be circumcised avoidance
of shame and gaining respect in the community. Coercion to

age mates and otherundergo FC was mainly done by parents.
this isimplication of that would-befamily members. The

voiceless byrendered thecircumcisionresisters of are
structures of authority and decision making that exists in
families.

in decisions
inthatshowabout FC men are

financing the riteandauthorizing
always performed withoutisFCGarissawhile in
considered religiousisitceremonies because aelaborate

observations insimilarmade(1989)Warsamerequirement.
involvement is in giving the consent for theMen'sSomalia.

initiation to take place.
issue of thethesought onstudy responsesThe
satisfaction;sexualandFCbetweenrelationship

thebetweenrelationship two.indicated norespondents
the Africaninthatfacttheattributed toThis becan

theircapacities oftheofunawaresetting. arewomen
circumcised atthey arethatfactthegivengenitalia

experience.sexualhad anybeforetender ages
theirthatbelieveAdditionally,

Women wereforgenitalia are
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directly involved in 
district

they have 
women are socialized to 

reproductive purposes only-

Comparative analysis of male involvement
Kisii and Embu districts.



while men wereof FC,
threeallInmorea
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threefound
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patterns, 
associated

perpetrators.
evident

persuasion, 
abandonment

the main perpetrators 
passive 
of

FC practiced, 
type was 
accounted

for the rest
1 only because 
which have

circumcision

significant 
terms

as taking 
with the exception 

named

sought to
The findings show 

has been
organizations and churches were 

role in advancing the message 
of the nature of the 
abandonment of the practice 

the highest involvement
and religious organizations

and women against any 
their husbands are away looking 

know whether communities 
any FC abandonment strategies. The 
included: teaching against the practice 

aimed at increasing public 
where FC had been

role.
Kisii district, majority

girls 
during the time

The study sought to
abandonment

practitioners
that in all 
attitudes, values and

and have made the process 
the nature of 

that Governments'
lukewarm. Non-governmental 
found to have played a very 

of abandonment.
forces of persuasion 

of FC, Embu

identified as

in Garissa

calling for the 
registered 

non-governmental

for pasture). 
were involved 
reported activities 
by increasing free 
awareness about the practice. In areas 
clinicalized there were calls to compel doctors and other 

to stop the practice. Consequently, the study 
study sites, persisting cultural 

beliefs have been impediments 
slow. The study 

of

norms, 
to FC abandonment

establish

reported 
districts.

respondents
Regarding the type of 

from the findings that the most 
clitoridectomy while infibulation and excision

Infibulation of girls and women was reported 
of the Somali people's migration 

influenced the culture and practices 
in the region. (Somalis
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6.7 Contributions of the Study

the areThe

to
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findings 
some of the major 

in

In conclusion, this study argues that persistence is 
the practice being deeply rooted in the 

Rather,
not only due to
social and cultural systems where it is practiced.

base abandonment strategies
female circumcision.

persistence
to the understanding

extensive usehe seen in the

discussed in the preceding section 
contributions the present study has made 

sociology in general and to the sociology of the 
of FC in particular. This study has contributed 

of methodological approaches- This can 
of secondary data to capture

involvement in the abandonment of FC activities as compared 
to Kisii and Garissa districts. Since the women's decade, 
governmental and non-governmental organizations have 
increasingly directed their efforts towards the abandonment 
of FC fuelled by international conventions and protocols 

always understood the contexts of the 
they have addressed 

always been 
the government has used to persuade people to 

usually included bans, policy statements 
and directives contained in official documents 
speeches. These measures have in the past failed to achieve

understanding of the meaning of
female power dynamics within which it is played, 
normalization of power and control and the way these 
socially constructed and organized.

tools that
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study hasthislevelAtlike FC.
data to(survey

candemonstrated
particular country.aaon

This
or

conventions

Kaiser,

a
address a

This
selectingin

the

268

Kenya, 
normative

the interactions
local levels. Further, this
combination of methods of data collection can 

single study to generate various types 
multidimensional problem.

the debates and the dimensions of the practice. Beginning 
with a description of the practice of FC, while noting the 
variability's across different geographical locations in 

this thesis systematically explores the theoretical 
and interrogates the circumstances 
justify the persistence of the rite, 

interrogates the platform from which 
evaluate or condemn

scholars have

thesis also chose to use the comparative approach 
three different geographical locations all 

practicing one form of FC or another. This study recognizes 
contributions of regional and locational differences in

practice 
mainly used primary 
understand the practice of FC. 

how complex problems 
focusing on a specific problem in 

study underscores the importance of understanding a 
specific problem or event by studying the interactions 
between phenomena at different levels. Strategies for the 
abandonment of the practice of FC have mainly been through 
various activists who have been motivated by international 

and protocols calling for the abandonment of 
the practice of FC. Unfortunately, as noted by Bradshaw, 

and Ndegwa (1995:35), most past studies by African 
failed to examine how events are shaped by 

of social forces at global, national and 
dissertation demonstrates how a 

be adopted in 
of data needed to

validly
the simplest 

and ethnographic) 
Consequently the study has 

be studied by
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specific 
location compare 

varied

study
three

scholarly
in general

of this

organized in 
and percentages 
data for

single study, 
discussions, 
demonstrated that

and policy makers to
to ensure

understanding 
interrelationships.
methodological contribution
oriented" and "case

in-depth interviews 
different strategies

purposes 
paucity of 
in Africa 
contribution 

information
from diverse sources 

post-colonial 
data has been collected and 

which contain frequencies 
invaluable sources of

single study.
There is great scope for planners 
strategic plans for planning 

The

explaining variations in the occurrence of events. As aptly 
noted by Ragin (1987:14), "the comparative method attends 
to configurations of conditions; it is used to determine 
the different combinations of conditions 

processes". 
(in its attempt 
which practice varied types 

abandoned the objective of 
and their

specific 
regions

circumcision) the study has not 
the key 

Consequently this study 
by demonstrating how "variable 

oriented" strategies can be used in a 
methodology, focus group 

studies has

of FC

plans 
abandonment

the persistence 
and Kenya in particular makes 
study very important. In this study 
persistence of FC has been synthesized 

the pre-colonial, colonial
sources. A lot of 

the form of tables
These should provide 

further analysis and/or reference.

associated with

can be fused in a

The use of survey
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6.8 Theoretical Insights Emerging from the Findings

The
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theoretical
humanbothusedhas
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resistance to any 
factors

This study 
theoretical approaches 

up

have always
are manifold ways

incredible array 
directions.

which seems to possess 
attitudes also may impede 

change are rigid 
of social inequality.

study 
perspectives 
study. This 
raised in the

change. Other 
stratification systems,

explain
section addresses

feminist
gender perspective
selected theoretical issues

theoretical

agent faces an
lead people in
in the value system itself 

change, certain
that inhibit
high degree

a modified form some of 
approaches used by distinguished 

discussed in the section on the 
Additionally this 

rights 
of the

to alter

models in
important contribution to the 
the persistence of FC.
not used this approach (Alhberg, 
Population Reference Bureau, 2001).

demonstrates that it is prudent to adopt multi- 
in understanding people's behavior, 

several theoretical insights 
enrich the scholarship on 
cultural practice like

scholars in

study has used albeit in 
methodological approaches used 

sociology as 
framework in

The study has
based on the Kenyan case
persuasion and persistence 
female circumcision.

study confirms that throughout history, attempts 
social structures especially by external agents 

been met with resistance (Moore, 1967). There 
in which people resist change. Any change 

of problems when seeking to 
This resistance can be seen

built-in

chapter three, 
the and

study. The use 
the understanding of the persistence 

methodology of understanding 
Most of the previous studies have 

1991; Althaus,

in different
of FC is an



fragmentation, vested interests. andcommunity even

1967). The(Moore,

failure ofThe orsuccess
centralactions oflinkedis toworld

theof government.governments.
suspicion andinvolveshowever. often

this is clearly indistrust. seen

ban FC. This
thatbuttheirchanging

athree circumstances:
the notwhensecurities;basicthreat to

Theand when the change is

a rational
foolish.directionthe new

was actuallyconservatism among
feltofguided by a

remaincompelled to
FCofabandonmentbecauseand also
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threehuman

the ordifferent
and theabstract;orthefactitive;
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passes 
conditions:

chapter three.
through

or positive
methods

of social orders.

imposed upon them.
resisted because

scientific, 
are all successive

cultural motor patterns not forgetting social psychological 
factors (Moore, 1967). The government, for example, is

understood;
study further established that change was

calculation of the risks involved seemed to make
Thus, the apparenthighly

FC practicing communities 
weighing of risks, since communities 

within the protection of their groups 
would interfere with

In Kenya, for example,
the way communities remain hostile to government efforts to 

study has established that people are always 
ways, but that they resist change under 

when the change is perceived to be 
change is

intelligence ] 
theoretical 

metaphysical, 
(Comte, 1855).

of intellectual functioning and

crucially 
The community perception 

considerable

government,
generally crucial to much change in the contemporary world, 

the developing nations of the 
their

other, more highly valued norms.
Further this study suggests other insights related to 
theoretical framework presented in chapter three. First 

successively
theological.
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inability 
progressed 
persuasion

This

metaphysical. 
According

those 
admonished through

understood as
being torn apart, 

each other.

overlap
in the theological

and
example, 

the African societies 
The apparent 

societies'

and norms
functions.

Thus 
stages leading to the 

by external 
uncivilized".

or coercion.
study has also shown
continuous growth

1969). Thus

two stages 
persuasion 

to be "pushed", 
fast enough have

societies as organisms 
and increasing structural 

societal components, 
interrelated,

stages
were overlapping and

(Spencer, 
values, practices 

interdependent 
important 

of persistence 
resist its 

are mutually

our
I modernization

displayed
theological, 
development.

given by the three societies studied, 
female circumcision was justified on the basis 

of social existence whose importance was 
contribution to maintaining social order. The 

circumcision in

agents
These change agents 
mission of propelling 

to the third one.
indicates

practice of 
of the principles 
seen in its
persistence of female
therefore showed that the three stages 
not necessarily chronological.

study confirms
labeling of those 

of change
for

experience 
complexity 
they people, 
with each serving

study plays
Secondly, the patterns

community's effort
This is because parts

Evidently, 
had to be

it isthree societies 
industrialization.

study of the
and
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message
adequately 

all

power 
crucial

systems
effect

evolutionary
this

parts
changed within the structure

study confirms that 
gender 

and

structural-functionalism this study found 
be analyzed as wholes, whereby 

of

thread across
"made

that 
that are responsive

loose

adopted 
theorist propositions.

that

worthwhile change efforts can 
must recognize that practices 

Therefore, it is

modernizing societies
rights issues

practices
interrelationship explains 

abandonment of FC from 
from the health domains, 

take place, the change agent 
part of a social 

the change

in one part, 
related parts that

interrelated".
understand that there certainly are 
likely to be affected.

regards feminist theory this 
understanding of the nature of gender inequality, 

relations, sexuality, gender roles 
understanding the persuasion 

communities studied.

drumming up 
human rights activists 

before any

equilibrium 
continue. This

exist in
(Parsons, 1966). Thus when the clitoris is 

of abandonment advocates, the individual might not 
negotiate the socio-cultural 
entails.

structure. Thereiore, ii i= imperative
study the social structure, understand how different 

inter-related and identify what needs to be 
other than just targeting

dynamic equilibrium 
not cut as the

as well as

like FC are
that
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thesis, 
address

and
views of

debates, 
totally 
creation

the global platform 
female circumcision.

1988; Thomas, 
female circumcision

explores the possibility 
transformation and its 

between polarized
demonstrated in this 
that can adequately 

of the practices, 
perspective can 
challenge is: 
and conscientizing, 
institutions that 

themselves, 
sometimes 
will in

FC is seen as
level
1997). There is no 

has come to represent 
of heated

implications
women and men are

Feminists who are committed to fighting gender inequality 
have largely influenced some of the milestones reached in 

regarding objection to the practice of 
As a result of such initiatives today, 
rights issue and is recognized at the 

(Beauvoir, 1989; Murray, 1974; Slack, 
doubt that the practice of 

a moral dilemma

the 
of FC. In 
uninformed, 
of socio-economic 

creation of educational, 
endow women with the power and agency 
so that they can do away with 
be harmful to their bodies.

also has become a subject
Globally, individuals and groups are cognizant of 

of female circumcision, through which 
indoctrinated into feminine and masculine 

social roles and subsequently into specific societal 
responsibilities. Under such circumstances, the female body 
has emerged as "contested terrain" whereby women's bodies 
are literally reconstructed to bring them in line with what 
various cultures consider to be acceptable sexuality in 

women (Hosken, 1993a). 
the dissertation 

transitional 
the rift

Further,

Accordingly 
of a bottom-up 
potential for bridging 
custom with regard to FC, 

there is no single perspective 
multifaceted dimensions 

the same vein no 
Therefore, the 

conditions 
cultural

to 
traditions that can . 
If this is done, it
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time render FC irrelevant.
patience and many prolonged conversations —



CHAPTER SEVEN

7.1 SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
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meaning in the 
communities under study FC 
historical/traditional rite of passage 
down by the forefathers. It is clear 
practice FC share a similar 

why external 
of women 

This is

suggested areas 
of this study is 

identified many

Garissa
FC is prevalent 

districts. Analysis 
widespread in

of women who have
This is

"mental map"
female genitalia 
who have been circumcised 

indicative of the fact 
decline in

indicative of the fact 
decline in the practice 

has a symbolic

chapter
of the study.

research are also outlined.
both exploratory and explanatory.

which can be filled

namely, 
(100%) 
with varying degrees 
by district revealed that 
than in Embu and Garissa.

circumcised steeply 
that in the past

compelling reasons 
removed. The proportion 
steeply increases with age. 
that in the past two decades there has been a

of FC. Cultural determinants topped the
be circumcised. Findingsof reasons

FC is more 
The proportion 

with age. 
two decades there 

of FC. In the study it 
that FC has a symDoxxc and deeply entrenched 

communities where it is practiced. Among the 
described as an important 

that has been passed 
that the people who 

that presents 
should be

continue to

(120),
The
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requirement.
about accepting

education

the manifestations of
education

peers, 
enhancing

inhibit
decline

normalize 
the multiple 

the

by 
educational

arising 
circumcision

the practice 
support 

led

prerequisite
This

life 
associated with

The gifts, 
to compensate

The rite also 
inculcating and ensuring

Therefore,

passage
important 

chances

Christianity 
the religious

the question 
that

of the impact of religion on 
largely believed to 

the past.

attainment 
either get circumcised or 

significant 
providing 

increasing a girl's 
tribal cohesion.

have been socialized to a 
mechanisms.

study also
expressing, 

of cultural values

are
the pain of 

of expressing, 
values and identity, 

found that 
context of social 

behavior.

extent by many community enforcement
include myths associated with FC, including its being 

social acceptance and as a cultural 
the communities'

and the family 
the hardships

the

However, 
Although, some do not 

against the practice

the practice of 
indicate that

practice.
of FC in some 

stand on FC of most religions is not 
support the practice, neither 

There is still no clear

recognition from
marriage and 

indicative of the

FC as

multiple purposes
the maintenance of cultural

the foregoing
should be understood in 

shape and

demonstrates
celebrations

that
inculcating

and identity.

serves
ensuring

Findings
of



evidence toas
thatindicateFC.

still

andpeersfromemanates
members.

theofissuetheonsoughtstudyThe
This drewFC

no

fact that
fact

are
only.forthat 7-

The average 18atstillbut14 hadwhothose
woman's body.a

askedrespondents weretrendThis theFromconsequences.healthhadFCwhether havewhothat womendeducecanstatements wepreceding withittonotFC

were

respondentsthe
reportedMenaswomenmen
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and 
funding of FC

that they are 
sexual

years.
been

taking a more 
of

named 
involvement in

practice. 
This can

exception 
both

Women were 
while men were reported as 

districts with the

respondents
be attributed to the 

of the

associate 
identified

relationship between 
diverse views with some respondents 

studies have shown

the family.
The social stigmatization

the family.

years
Close examination
circumcised revealed that FC was 

existed when the same 
serious

whether religious tenets support 
the nucleus of the community, 

the most important socializing unit, 
associated with not undergoing FC 

other community

undergone
harmful health 

main perpetrators 
passive role.
Kisii district majority 

perpetrators.
ceremonies and determining

responses
and sexual satisfaction, 

unable to link the two.
sexual complications 

indicated

experience.
their genitalia

for circumcision 
get circumcised 

respondents
harmful to

women are unaware

Although previous 
can result from the 
relationship between the two, 

in the African setting, 
of their genitalia given the 

before they have had any 
socialized to believe

as the

capacities
circumcised at tender ages 

Additionally, women 
is for reproductive purposes

for most districts was

or inhibit

age
girls

of

Findings
is

are more likely, 
related complications.

of FC,
In all three

of



place.taketoceremonies werethe
it was evident from the

whileClitoridectomy
thefor rest.accountedexcisionand
in Garissaand waswomenofInfibulation

Somali people'sonly

with
and women

(Warsame,time
1989).

werewhetherknowtostudyThe
TheFCininvolved

againstactivities
ateducation

FCwhereIn areas
and otherto

lothad ato
theinFCof districts althoughwasabandonment

help tooutsideneededtheythatrespondents
Therefore,

theyshouldcommunities them.toneed thetheestablishto
Governments'thatshowfindingsforces Nonlukewarm.isefforts

ofrolevery

befemalethat
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findings 
Infibulation

any 
included;

sought 
abandonment

from the 
should

and churches were
in advancing the message

foregoing this 
understood

communities
reported 

by

patterns, 
associated

played a 
abandonment.

Therefore arising
circumcision

awareness 
clinicalized there

Stop

teaching
aimed

strategies. 
the

role in FC 
governmental organizations 

significant

study found
in the

(Somalis infibulate their
activities during the

practitioners 
faith in the

when and where
Regarding the type of FC practiced, 

that the most common was

compel doctors
Respondents

This faith

were
the practice, 

abandonment efforts.
shared in all

guidance and support 
study sought 

The

campaign 
admitted 

effectively abandon the practice, 
identify acceptable interventions, 

effectively implement 
nature of

girls and women was reported 
because of the Somali people's migration 

influenced the culture and practices 
region.

sexual

Further the 
of persuasion, 

abandonment
found to have

as much as the

practice 
increasing public 

had been

are away
girls

their husbands

increasing
about

free
the practice, 

calls

which have 
circumcision in the 

against any
looking for pasture



andhowincluding normssocialofcontext norms
ofthatbehavior.normalize

the mostthe community,

peers
community members.

7.2 Conclusions
femaleliterature onwidethe range

medicala
socialstudies.

thelaw.science.work.
andhumanities

2003:81) ,
to

This come
thetoup FCtheinofrole onmakingBeforeabandonment

thatshortaI
thisoffindingsandsynthesizes

study.
thethatthisFirst
theinbydiscussed loveupright.are

stopdecide toisFC, the practice is

found. aFCofpractice
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study shows
others

study has
related

socializing unit, 
not undergoing FC

of 
research on this topic spans 

sciences.

literature,
2000:1

discuss
clearly exists.

specifically
stakeholders

suggestions
conclusion

practice 
practicing it.

Activities
of necessity

recommendations
theoretical

drives.
have presented 

arguments

anthropology,
political 

(Shell-Duncan 

this

variety of disciplines, 
history, women's

and Hernlund, 
study recognizes the problems in 
"dominant" discourses, when a

Findings indicate 
is still

disciplines
their children and want 

and that is why
safe way of stopping

eventual abandonment of the
thorough and

Obermeyer, 
attempting 
plurality of opinions 

with policy implications- 
different actors and

honorable, 
the best for them.

they will

people whose practice is 
aforementioned diverse 
moral people who

That is why they

once a
aimed at the 

should involve

the family, is still the most important 
The social stigmatization associated with 
emanates from the family, peers and other

shape 
the nucleus

Given 
circumcision and the fact that 

including the
psychology, 

and



detailed home grown,
arequiring

sustainablesuccessful andsupportthatfoundation
behavior change.

7.3 Recommendations

The
Inresearchers.

communities.forare
the

Research as Genesis of Action.

the existingresearch ontoisThere
therelated toinstitutionalandlegal.

order toininFCofabandonment
andareextentthe
theoneThis

a
any.theorythe

Renewed efforts
throughandcurricula

receivemustlawsand
bodies.frompriority medicalbeshouldAttention

andattendants.nurses.as
social

inobtaintoare

would beparentstheseofstudyThis

281

government
auxiliary

policy 
of

long-term 
will

Kenya 
pro-children's 

is one of

educate doctors 
professional 
existing

the practice 
to which they 

therefore
need also to establish

establish 
welfare and rights.

There is
women's 
priority research areas.

between

findings of this study are 
and policy makers.

made

preferably location specific process, 
commitment and the establishment of

and practice,
(through medical school

meetings and

important to scholars, 
this sectionplanners 

some specific recommendations
public and private sector stakeholders.

personnel, such 
workers who practice 

settings. As parents forsake 
circumcision, they 
presumed "safe" circumstances 

assumes that many

given 
trained birth
in clinics and community health 

traditional practitioners of 
the operation 

doctor's supervision.

a need

opting
under a

examine
frameworks

publications)
attention

also

discrepancy
to

enforce
responsible

to



traditional Thustoreluctant returnto
themore-effectiveandeducation efforts

mightanddoctorscircumcision ban nursesexisting
in the future.familiesdissuade those

Because FC
ISorhow isit a

foressential

having on
FCbehavior

informationas
run intoThe
countrythe

differences

Judgmental Attitude, Propaganda and Prohibition

theforvalue

of a
local

heavyaadvocacy
andofthereliance on

in
own

and

282

change.
modules which could

impacts
of

challenge
work towards becoming culturally

the use 
complicated 

materials.

disrespect
the adoption 

religious.

in this 
beliefs and practices

communities 
confrontational attitude 
leaders and excisers, 

devising 
and

well as other 
results obtained from this study may 

for the entire

practitioners.
enforcement of

abusive language 
all program phases.

field should

among 
from the practice 

research, including why and 
region, 

appropriate, 
ensuring 

sound

practice, 
planning.

problem 
because of the 
in each study locality, 
interested in using larger populations

of generalization
need to contextualize the unique

In view of this. subsequent studies 
are recommended.

practiced 
the design 

effective FC abandonment campaigns. 
that program design and implementation
formative research is critical to

Condemnation, value judgment,
' cultural and traditional beliefs, 

with community,
of foreign concepts as

behavior change

This requires the development
establish the actual prevalence of the 

critical information for

provocative
should all be avoided

use

messages.
(BCI'S)

key 
interventions

volunteers and
during communication 

All agencies and individuals working 
their own assumptions.

is culture-specific, 
in given group

of culturally
Additionally

are based on



is.
The aim

thosetheshould be
members of
are

Itbreeds or
that the

it someHowever,themore
statetocircumstances

FC,

Education on FC

credible source

andofofmechanisms
localintosuch as

levels

ofTo
andlocal

FCas
change.individualbe mattera

of the
employing

for promotion
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through 
communities

phases
including

but only if 
and respectful.

for outsiders
such opposition is factual.

currently unable to speak out. 
defiance or sham abandonments, 

greater the pressure to comply the 
wants to defy, and that the more important the freedom the 

resistance. However, it is appropriate in 
their opposition to 

understanding.

and must be nondirective, 
dissemination 

translating research reports 
of some reports into 

by the general public, 
projects should 

singing, dancing, 
abandonment should

findings
languages or simplification 
capable of being easily "consumed 

maximize impact, all

Educational information must be from a 
There is a need for user friendly 

information and research

resolving
There is also a 

educational and sensitization program
abandonment efforts. Thus in order to

more that one

competent - that is, avoiding looking at these communities 
with their own filtered view of community reality, 

to support the right of free speech for 
communities who are opposed to the practice and

Bullying from outsiders 
has been shown

customs
they apply, 

rather than
the process of "conscientization 

practicing female circumcision by 
already existing traditional mechanisms for thinking about, 
discussing, and resolving matters of importance in a 
community context. There is also a need for strategic and 

sustainable advocacy 
of FC

incorporate
ceremonial protocols

of social.
of
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language,
communities, 
of the majority.

children.

encouraging
instruction;

general 
included

facts, 
circumcision;

the
consideration

be designed to

It should 
circumcision operation is 

the operation

literacy levels
suit (urban

change attitudes, society
bearing in mind that, the young
patriarchal ideologies and prescribed attitudes towards the 
categories of role, temperament, and status. In addxtion to 

education, 
curriculum.

can participate by 
curricula of such 

could be

virginity 
not prevent
atmosphere of her family 

should be expressed in 
vernaculars of the affected 

the

no
mechanical seal

morality and

information is more
conducted by specialists- 

information
could perform 
of chastity.

scientific
and

misbehaving, 
is important, 
preferably in 

taking into 
should also 

school children.

results 
absence of the parts that 
should be factually presented. 

Educationists and policy 
inclusion in the present 

subject 
Presented in this way 

occasional lectures 
disseminating 

if

if not as a separate 
the biology syllabi, 

effective than 
As well as 

circumcision, 
an important 

Parents should 
that

sex organs. 
on how the

facts, such as the anatomy of the female genxtalia, 
functions and importance, and the similarity as well as the 

between the masculine and feminine 
information and explanations 

performed and what 
itself, the 
removed and the consequences

such as

everyone, 
the facts

and

possible
by clarifying 

convinced, by anatomical 
relation



made of allbe the availablenomadic peoples. mustUse
of thefacilities. with massusemore
interviews on radio),(this could includeradio

wellhomes televisioninwhich is listened as asto many
to create awareness among the people. Such a

communicationcampaign. Other
in schools andPublic lecturesexample:involved. for
and journals.inarticles newspaperssocial clubs,

children’spamphlets.ofdiscussion groups.
radio andtheatres, oneitherbooks and

communities. Theseruralintelevision
bothactivities

to examine the effects

which willdefinite stance.
call for the abandonment of

that this

Communication for Change

FC abandonment programisIf success
societalcore

tovalues and
full setaddress the

re-orientneed toThere is a
behavior-changeraising tofrom

should beapproaches.
thewaystrategic.indesigned a

Thisall stages.ataudiencesall targetofinvolvement
theandcommunity supportskill-building.includeshould
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publication 
in

media, particularly 
and talks

to be achieved,
implementers must focus on understanding the 

consequently tailor their program strategies,
of issues that support the practice, 

the communication strategies 
interventionawareness 

Behavior change interventions 
systematic

hoped that the efforts of such 
policy makers to adopt a clear, 
add strength to the persuasion 
the practice of FC. Again the important point is 
should be a continuous process.

and the press,
campaign should. embark on a nationally organized publicity 

channels of communication could be

plays,
and performed

should be evaluated after a period of time,
and make plans for the future. It is

a campaign could encourage

(BCI'S)
with



desired behavior

be followed awareness
information.3) 4)

reaching a 6)
positive and 8)

The final stage

Work with Appropriate Leaders Including Men

carried byoutbeshouldprojectsabandonmentFC
give themhigh statusandwhoseindividuals

includeThese nurses.within
traditional.circumcisers.women.
in the realmFor example.

of Islam,
correctIslam and agree

teachings on the
oftenand sohusbands.i.e.

bethey mustlives.decisions

mencommunities
men

and mix
placed than

members
ensure

futurehusbands.As orbewouldtheir
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a duty, 
words

occupation 
communities.credibility

health workers,

personalizing the 
decision. trying the 
reinforcement.

to abandon FC must target
and programs. For example, men have the opportunity to read 

with people outside the family and thus are better 
learn the facts about circumcision.

seeking information, 
examining options, 5) 

receiving

teachers,
community and religious leaders.

Islamic teachers need to clarify the teachings of 
on the correct interpretation of Islam’s 
subject of female circumcision. Since men 

administratorselders, 
control decisions regarding women's 
included in outreach and education. Any effort to persuade 

with information

They should see 
of their families who lack the 
and their position in society would 

effective.

women to 
communication of this information to those 

same opportunity as 
that

change must be feasible and structurally 
encouraged to sustain the change. Of necessity the steps to 

should include 1) awareness creation, 2)

behavior, 7) 
sharing the experience with a larger group, 
is the multiplier effect. Additionally, BCI materials need 
to be research-based, and targeted to specific audiences 
and communities instead of being mass produced.
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speak outuncircumcised women
practice.
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ofconsider
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among
A

correlates

suchof
otheronincluding
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become
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they who 
sexual

Program 
most

clear
have been led to believe.

target
and reach them

prefer
the

pleasure.
they

support 
caused them, 

to undergo
Leaders who may

If, 
should

as one
FC abandonment

Education

they 
against

the practice- 
justified by 
reproductive health issues

they should make 
attractive to men as 

whether or

youth 
in the

Family Life 
education programs, 

for circumcision 
and urban residence. 

would

damage that FC has 
girls who have decided not 

defend their decision.

support 
with education

adolescent girls, for example, 
tracking the socioeconomic

trends in medicalization of
could be

should also be engaged, as they are not only 
but also will shape community views 

implementers should 
important

women or

audiences 
mainly through 
school system and/or peer 
this study show that 
adolescents declines 
module administered to 
also be important for 
of circumcision and monitoring 

The added cost 
questions 
affecting adolescents.

Focus on Youth, both as Key Change Agents and Potential 
Victims.

well as for 
circumcision,

social

The youth 
interested in the issue 

the future.
the

activities
initiatives

Findings from

a module
important



opposingof FCin the alsooutcasts needprocess may
psychological support.

of the mostone

Provide Training

skills andshould beHealth care
to manage anyresources

female circumcision.

Use Urban Elites
urbanizedtoreach outshould
andeducated menwomentocommunities

ruraltied tostillbasedurbanbecause
communities and are role
villages.

beFCthat canconventionThe
endused to

of
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Use FC Abandonment Laws to Protect Girls and Educate 
Communities about FC

providers should be given
health complications arising from

reflected by a law.
in-hand with community education.

Although abandonment legislation is 
controversial aspects of the FC abandonment campaign there 
should be a strong governmental stand against FC - a stand 

The enactment of a law should go hand­

stopped through mechanisms
foot binding in China: explanation of the physiological 
dangers of the practice, international condemnation of the

hypothesis predicts
similar to those

Program implementers
and especially

people are
models for their relatives in the

Encourage the Use of the Convention Model



associations of parentspractice. and
who refuse to or

Include Circuxncisers in Programming

inincludedbeshould

other. areas.
andeducationadulteducation.

intenetsisThis
to a

thatsuchbiological
Forfunctions to

also beexample.
whoandmidwives womenthefor

incomethe

Alternative Initiation Rites

theseinvacuumavoid aTo
communities.

this
it antoWhere money

incentive for
thetoshouldEffortscircumcision.
tooldthey areaschildren soonasfemale
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projects.
structural-functionalism

organism,
promote the 

consideration must
perform 

for this

programming, 
and means should be

society
practice

(most importantly)
subject their daughters to the practice

marry their sons to victims of the practice.

social
abandonment of FC will have 
celebration and retain the 

traditional occasion, 
isgirls, 

demand to undergo

because they often depend on 
for their livelihoods.

survival of that organism.
given to compensation 

the operation 
service

creating 
campaigns for the 

alternative focus for

Circumcisers 
against the continuation of FC and ways 
devised to ensure they have alternative 
This could take the form of payment of an improved monthly 
salary; providing training to enable them to participate in 

related areas, such as family planning, health 
community development 

enshrinedsupported by the 
which analogizes 

cultural

sources of income.

to seek an 
positive, enjoyable aspects of

and gifts are given
the children themselves to

be made to explain
enough

every
that



material gift forcompensate theunderstand that canno
Anothercircumcision. ofloss incurred at

Prioritize Women's Health

Investments that improve
alleviatetothey servebecauseundertakenshould be

poverty and develop human resources.

Rights and Female CircumcisionWomen's Human

thataffirmandRights
women are anformsotheralongside

the dignity,assault on
affrontwomen

Feminist
histories andsituatedbeshould
attention towhichfromconditions

ishistoriesthese
feministwho work on

theand
aesthetics

circumcision.femalewhether
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strategy 
to provide alternative

they emanate.
essential for 

ethnography, 
the

and an 
knowledge and approaches 

within the

through
breast implants.

political 
embedded in the

of the Universal Declaration of Human 
female circumcision

Interpretations
CEDAW that

issues, 
debates surrounding

modification of women’s
liposuction.

persuading people to abandon FC is 
initiation rituals that do not include FC so that they do 
not experience a vacuum when they stop the practice.

facelifts, or

women's health and nutrition

of violence against
equality, and bodily integrity of 

rights should be explored.
to the "woman question" ■

to human

specific
Paying

and activistsacademics
representation, 

politics and 
bodies;



Government and Donor Support

movedthe part.for mosthas not,The
abandonmentFCto

schoolmedicalfor

the
Theof FC.

shouldGovernmentFCscaling up
sustainedincludingactivitiesabandonmentFC"scale-up"

bytheof samemonitoringandevaluations
intoactivitiestheseinstitutionalizing or
theinwillrelevant

that are
shouldThisincrease

Governmentresearchbe
Furtherefforts. 1fundraisinginshould thefostertocontinueshoulddonorsandGovernment

abandonmentFCininvolvedof
support.financial

The technical
BCI

related

it is inandspecific. Thisandinchangeachieveorder to FCneedsaddress moremeans theofothertoprograms
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groundswell 
activities

government
understanding of the

they must 
should respond

especially
sustainable.

effectiveness 
baseline

mainstreaming
This

and 
the areas of capacity

ofdevelopment
policy- 

and training

strategies 
the

practice. 
alone;

building, 
advocacy skills, program 

and research
activities.

Given that FC is
important 

collaborative
attitude
than health 

expressed needs

government 
beyond policy support 

into its work
fully incorporate 

activities into its work — for example, 
curricula have not been revised to include protocols on the 

physical and psychological complications 
has not yet become committed to 

activities.

practiced by different ethnic groups, 
that programs be culture- 

multifaceted

preceded by
also engage

ministries. This will help 
perceived effectiveness of the various 
being used in the field, in order to 

of their programs. 
activities.

agencies
by providing technical 

assistance should be in 
materials development, 

monitoring and evaluation, 
dissemination workshops

management of
government 

abandonment



time. The

and in those
ismostthe severewhereareas

significantthe mostthese areas.

Projects will require Capacity Building.Assxime

Governmental

To ensure

andensure
or

for Further Research7.4 Suggestions
which can be

FCthatanswered
have to

292

abandonment programs 
culturally embedded practice.

reporting 
methodologies.

It
resources, 

by linking 
skills complement

This study suggests 
through further

organizations (NGOs) 
but lack training in 

that

several interventions
research. Given 

deal with such a sensitive and
crucial that programs

Many local Non 
understand their society's problems, 
project development and implementation, 
local NGOs develop appropriate 

need technical assistance 
writing, budget 

and health

is possible to 
quality 

local, regional, 
each other.

may 
in proposal 
donors, research
Technical assistance need not come

maximize use of indigenous 
reasonable expenditures,

national groups whose

it is

community. Donors can be most effective and responsive to 
community needs when their funding mechanisms are flexible 
and commitments can be made over a period of 
funding must support both long term project goals and the 
immediate needs as they arise.

FC projects can be most significant when undertaken in 
the areas with the highest prevalence of FC,

form of circumcision
practiced. In 
opportunities for change exist.

and effective projects, they 
to strengthen their capacity 
development, reporting to 
education
from outside groups.

and



basedstrategies ofaon
of

This
or

carry
and their relativetheunderstand

effectiveness.
monitoring systems

theneeded toisFurther
is,Itofabandonment

in

a
not
befollowingunderstood.well

answered:

roleThe
women'sin

theevaluateto
attitudes
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develop 
community 
interaction.

sexuality
needs to be understood.

efficacy of 
women's attitudes regarding 
circumcision when underlying 
sexuality are addressed.

supporting 
factors related to female

there is
their continued support

The

with regard to continuing and 
of female circumcision?

regarding female 
circumcision 

a need

understanding 
and rules

formative research or community assessment methodologies, 
both quantitative and qualitative. It is also important to 

out periodic operations research studies 
proposed strategies

The crucial role of built-in evaluation and 
cannot also be overemphasized.

■ What is women's agency 
ending the practice 

of socio-cultural beliefs 
support of female
In this regard there is 

interventions to change 
female

deep 
values, beliefs, practices, 

kind of information can be derived from

as well

verify the continuing 
therefore, important 

as married

to better

research
the practice, 

include single 
their samples. Support for 
declines with education and

As such.

that household surveys 
women of reproductive age 
circumcision among adolescents 
urban residence as well as with increasing age.

i}ged to study women's decision making regarding 
of female circumcision which is 

questions need to



sexualmorality.sexualfordesireisHow■

withassociatedandbehavior
or

Are
femalerelated toaddressthat

attitudeswomen'schangingineffective

theare
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What 
female circumcision on

sexuality
regarding the practice?

psychological impacts of the practice of 
women?

decision to practice 
intervention models to reduce 

underlying factors

femininity
stop female circumcision?

female circumcision

proper
women's
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withoutFCstopcommunity canyour5.7
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Are you aware 
(e.g. can cause 
other organs urine 
keloids etc)? 
Do you know of a woman 
health) effects of FC? 
What are some of the (reproductive health-related) 
problems experienced by women in this area? (e.g. 
STDS, difficult childbirth, miscarriages etc) 
Do you ever associate <----
Do you know that FC and sexual 

interrelated?

If willingly, what are the expected benefits?
If forced, who or what forces them to be circumcised? 

Do you know of any women/girls who have been forced to be 
circumcised in your area?
Do they report to the law enforcement agencies?

Who forces girls to be circumcised in this area?
Do you know of any girls who have demanded to be 
circumcised?
If yes, what or who influences such individuals to 
think highly of FC?

Are men involved in this "forcing process"? How?
If directly, involved, what part do they play?
A long time ago, what influenced people in your 
to circumcise women?

Are men ready to marry
community?

Let us
woman's body?

think it is harmful to a woman's body?
in what ways?

considered the health problems posed
of the HIV/AIDS pandemic?

that FC has serious health consequences 
death, hemorrhage, shock injury to 

retention, infection, abscess.



sexualwoman'swith a32.

33.

34.
35.

sexual mattersdiscusstowomen36. are

37.
to

sexualcircumcised everwomen38.

consider FC as39.

in thison
40.

41. these abandonment efforts?
42.
43.
44.

Have45.
46.

stop FC in this
49.

area, beFC tofor
50. thewhat arethisin
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47.
48.

are you 
highly

aware 
connected

have been taken?
for taking girls for FC?

Why 
openly?
If yes.

Do you 
level?
What do you

o get

process
clitoris?

think

be possible
If no.

Do you 
abandoned 
obstacles?

If yes
What do those 

support 
If no, why?

think should be done to 
by the government?

think it will 
area?

Do you 
satisfaction?
If no, what are 
violence against 

thereAre
area?
If yes, who is involved?
How are people reacting to
If negatively - why?
If positively, what steps

families been penalized
- how?

still practicing
the abandonment of FC at

sex with a

do to avoid penalties?
a personal

that it is a biological/sexual 
the presence of the

the reasons? Do you 
a woman's body?

FC abandonment efforts going

If yes, explain how?
Do you think FC interferes 
enjoyment or performance?
If yes how?
Do you think a man would prefer to have 
woman who is not circumcised?
If yes, why do you think this is the case?
Have you ever heard of the term orgasm? (Explain the 
term to the respondent) 

hesitant



51.
52.

53.
54.

55.

doing towards abandonment of56.

57.

Introduction

FC is Widespread,
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Feel 
to raise.

Welcome to this meeting.
We are conducting a 

Now I will tell 
for finding the 

ofyou 
time to 
the issues
be held in confidence.
1. Education background
2. Religious Background
3. Marital status
4. Do you have children?
5. Is FC practiced in your
6. Has anyone in your 

If yes, who?
7. Would you say

community?
family been circumcised?

Fathers of Circumcised Daughters, Fathers of Un-Circumcised 
Daughters

Hallo, my name is
I work for the University of Nairobi, 
study for doctorial thesis requirements, 

about our study and I wish to thank you 
be with us today. Feel free to respond to any 

that we are going to raise. All responses will

Common or rare in your

Can you suggest any alternative strategies to FC?
Do you think the alternative strategies suggested by 
MYWO are effective?
What are the shortcomings of these strategies?
Do you think your community can stop FC without 
outside intervention?
If not, what kind of outside help do you think is 
needed?
What is the community
FC?
Probe



12.

influences such individuals to18.

Are men19.

, what influenced people i

in thisuncircumcised women

effects of FC on a woman'stalk about the
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28.
29.
30.

16
17.

27. Why
Do you
Do you
If yes,

13.
14.
15.

support FC?
are due for the rite? 

on this issue?
26. Should FC be abandoned?

should it continue?
think it is necessary?
think it is harmful to a woman's body?
in what ways?

Community?
8. If FC is still widespread in your community, who 

perpetuates the practice? Men or Women?
9. What type of FC is done here?
10. Please explain why FC is an important practice?
11. What do you think are the reasons behind the 

persistence of FC in this area?
Do you think women/girls go for FC willingly or are 
forced?
If willingly, what are the expected benefits?
If forced, who or what forces them to undergo FC?
Do you know any women/girls who have been forced to go 
for FC in your area?
Who forces girls to undergo FC in this area?
Do you know any girls who have demanded FC to be done 
on them?
If yes, what or who
think highly of FC?

involved in this "forcing process"? How?
20. If directly, involved, what part do they take?
21. A long time ago, -h.t influenced people in your area to 

circumcise women?
22. Are men ready to marry

community?
Let us now
body?

23. As a parent why do you
24. Who decides when your daughters
25. Do both parents agree



31.

32.

33.

34.
35.

woman's sexual

with a37.
woman
38.

sexual matters

41.

get sexualcircumcised women ever42.

43.

44.

45. abandonment efforts?
46.
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biological/ sexual 
of the

40. Why are women 
openly?
If yes, are you aware 
process highly 
clitoris?

Do you think 
satisfaction? 
If no, what are 
violence against 
Are there any 
area?

36.
enjoyment

that it is a 
connected to the presences

the reasons? Do you view FC as 
a woman's' body?

FC abandonment efforts going on in this

If yes, how?
Do you think a man would prefer to have sex 
who is not circumcised?

think this is the case?

If yes, who is involved?
HOW are people reacting to these

If yes, why do you
39. Have you ever heard of the term orgasm?(Explain the 
term to the respondent)

hesitant in discussing

Have you ever considered the health hazards posed 
through FC because of the HIV/AIDS pandemic?
Do you know of a woman who has suffered health (ill“ 
health) effects of FC?
What are some of the (reproductive health-related) 
problems experienced by women in this area? (e-g- 
STDs, Difficult childbirth, miscarriage etc)
Do you ever associate difficult child birth with FC? 
Do you think that FC and sexual satisfaction during 
intercourse are interrelated?
If yes, explain how?
Do you think FC interferes with a 

or performance?



think iswhat
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tmterVIEW schedulein-depth
circumcised women, Uncircumcised Women

Introduction

you

340

47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.

I will tell 
for finding

to this meeting.
We are conducting a

Now

If negatively - why?
If positively, what steps have been taken?
Have families been penalized for taking girls for FC?
If yes - how?
What do those still practicing do to avoid penalties?
Do you support abandonment of FC at a personal level? 
If not, why?

53. What do you think should be done to stop FC in this 
area, by the government?

58. Do you think it is possible for people to abandon FC in 
this area? If no, what are the obstacles?

55. Can you suggest any alternative strategies?
59. Do you think the alternative strategies suggested by
60. MYWO are effective?
57. What are the shortcomings of these strategies?
58. Do you think your community can stop FC without outside 

intervention?
59. If no, what kind of outside help do you 

needed?
What is the community doing 
practice of FC?

Probe -...........

J« . WelcomeHallo, my name is - —  
I work for the University of Nairobi, 
study for doctorial thesis requirements.

about our study and I wish to thank you



in yourFC is widespread,

whocommunity.

Circumcised Women

what were youyes.

Eitherat home?ordone4. Was
all initiates?

one

not

Do you
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time to be with us today.
the issues that we 
be held in confidence.

Feel free to respond to any of 
All responses will

get it through FC?
If yes how? Do you think 

take your daughter for the

girls who are
If yes, how?

are going to raise.

9. What type
10. Please explain why FC is

9. Do you 
circumcised?

way, who
5. Did she/he use
6. Have you
7. Do you
8. Do you 

it 
ritual?

common or rare

1. Education background
2. Religious Background
3. Marital status
4. Do you have children?
5. Is FC practiced in your community?
6. Has anyone in your family gone through FC 

If yes, who?
7. Would you say 

community?
8. If FC is still widespread in your 

perpetuates the practice? Men or Women?
of FC is practiced here?

an important practice?

1. When did you get circumcised?
2. Were you willing or were you forced?
3. Was it painful? Did you get sick? If 

suffering from?
the operation done in hospital 

did the operation?
a different razor/knife on 

heard about HIV/AIDS?
know how it is spread? Can 
think FC is necessary?

should continue? Can you 
If yes why?
feel different from those 

feel more important?



Un-Circumcised Women
not circumcised in a

are
to

4.
5.

arefor

12. beto

individuals tosuchinfluenceswhoor

15.
in your

thisinwomen

woman'sFC aoneffectstheabouttalkus

harmful to the woman's body?20.
21.
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9.
10.

16.
17.

more
circumcised in your community?

the reasons behind the persistence

think it is 
in what ways?

19.
body.

Do you
If yes.

13. Do you
circumcised?

14. If yes, what
think highly of FC?

involved in this "forcing process"? How?
involved, what part do they take?

ago, what influenced people 
circumcise women?

ready to marry uncircumcised

1. How do you feel given that you are 
community where FC is common?
2. How come you are not circumcised?
3. Does it have to do with your parents? Religion? Social 
status? Probe

Do you feel lucky or do you
Do you feel (not quite 

trivialize you? Probe
6. Why do women get
7. What do you think are 
of FC in this area?
8. Do you think women/girls go 
forced?

If willingly, what are the expected benefits?
who or what forces them to be circumcised?

women/girls who have been forced to be

feel like an out-caste?
a woman) ; do you think men will

FC willingly or

If forced,
11. Do you know any 

circumcised in your area?
Who forces girls to be circumcised in this area?

know any girls who have demanded

Are men
If directly,
A long time 

community to
18. Are men 

community?
Let now



22. considered the healthever

can

know of a woman who has suffered health {ill-

the

26.
27.
28.

29.
sexualwoman'swith a

31.
sex

33.
34.

term to sexual mattersdiscussinginwomen35.

that it is a

get

38.
39.

40.
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Do you ever
Do vou know

think this is the case?
of the term orgasm? (Explain the

biological/sexual 
of the clitoris?

sexual

area?
If yes, who is involved?

(reproductive health-related)
(E.g. STDs,

that 
interrelated?

Miscarriage etc)
associate difficult child birth with FC?

FC and sexual satisfaction duringyou
intercourse are 

If yes, explain how?
, Do vou think FC interferes

Have you ever considered the health hazards posed 
through FC because of the HIV/AIDS pandemic?

23. Are you aware that FC has serious health consequences 
(e.g. can cause death, hemorrhage, shock injury to other 

urine retention, infection, abscess, keloids

on in this

a man with a

30. Do you
enjoyment or performance?

If yes, how?
32. Do you think a man would prefer to have 

woman who is not circumcised?
If yes, why do you
Have you ever heard 

the respondent) 
hesitant

organs,
etc) ?

24. Do you
health) effects of FC?

25. What are some of
problems experienced by women in this area? 
Difficult childbirth,

process
37. Do you 

satisfaction?
If no, what are the reasons?
Are there any FC abandonment efforts going

Why are
openly?

36. If yes, are you aware 
highly connected to the presence 

think circumcised women ever



withoutcan

outside help do
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We are

you
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Hallo f
I work 
study

about our

41.
42.
43.
44.

45.
46.
47.
48.

to this meeting, 
conducting a 

Now I will tell 
for finding the

of these strategies? 
stop FC

Have families been 
circumcised?

If yes — how?
What do those

How are people reacting to these abandonment efforts?
If negatively - why?
If positively, what steps have been taken?

penalized for taking girls to be

still practicing do to avoid penalties? 
support abandonment of FC? If no, why?

should be done for people to abandon

my name is ....... -
for the University of Nairobi.

for doctorial thesis requirements.
study and I wish to thank you

50. Can you please suggest a.ij alternative strategies?
51: DO you think the alternative strategies suggested by 

MYWO are effective?
52. What are the shortcomings
53. Do you think your community 

outside interventions?
54. If no, what kind of 

needed?
55. What is

practice?

Daughters

you think is

Do you
What do you think

FC in this area?
49. Do you think it will be possible for people to abandon 

FC in this area? If no, what are the obstacles?
Can you please suggest any
Do you



in yourCommon or rareFC is Widespread,7.

whocommunity.

an
the

willingly or arefor FC

have been forced to go

individuals tosuchinfluences

area to
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the expected benefits? 
them to undergo FC?

women/girls who

do you think 
of FC in this area? 
think women/girls go

widespread in your 
or Women?

done here?
important practice?
the reasons behind

Feel free to respond to any of 
that we are going to raise. All responses will

to undergo FC in this area?
girls who have demanded FC to be done

or who

time to be with us today, 
the issues 
be held in confidence.
1. Education background
2. Religious Background
3. Marital status
4. Do you have children?
5. Is FC practiced in your community?
6. Has anyone in your family been circumcised? 

If yes, who?
Would you say 

community?
8. If FC is still 
perpetuates the practice? Men
9. What type of FC is
10. Please explain why FC is
11. What do you think are 
persistence
12. Do you 
forced?
13. If willingly, what are

If forced, who or what forces
know any 

area?

14
15. Do you 
for FC in your
16. Who forces girls
17. Do you know any 
on them?
18. If yes, what 
think highly of FC?
19 Are men involved in this "forcing process . How.
20 If directly, involved, what part do they take?
21. A long time ago, what influenced people xn your 

circumcise women?



ready to marry

woman'stalk about

due for the24.

this issue?

29.
30. hazards posed

the

sexualwoman'swith ainterferes

with ato have sex
37.

38. the

sexual mattersdiscussing
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think FC 
performance?

40. 
openly?

33.
problems

39.
term to

Why are

32.
health)

What

34. Do you '
Do you

would prefer 
circumcised?

think this is
heard of the term

the case?
orgasm?(Explain

31.
through

Do you
effects of FC?

of health-related)
(e.g. STDs,

Do you
If yes.
Have you ever

FC because of
know of a

body?
23. As a parent why do you support FC?

Who decides when your daughters are

35.
intercourse are

If yes, explain
36. Do you 
enjoyment or 
If yes, how?

Do you think a man 
woman who is not

If yes, why do you 
Have you ever 

the respondent) 
women hesitant in

rite?
25. Do both parents agree on
26. Should FC be abandoned?
27. Why should it continue?
28. Do you think it is necessary?
think it is harmful to a woman's body?
in what ways?

considered the health
the HIV/AIDS pandemic?
woman who has suffered health (ill-

in this

the effects of FC on a

are some or rne (reproductive 
experienced by women in this area?

Difficult childbirth, miscarriage etc) 
ever associate difficult child birth with FC. 
, think that FC and sexual satisfaction during 

interrelated?
how?

Are men22.
community?

Let us now

uncircumcised women
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60. What is the community doing towards abandonment of the 
practice of FC?

Probe ........

41. If yes, are you aware that it is a biological/sexual 
process highly connected to the presences of the clitoris?
42. Do you think circumcised women ever get sexual 
satisfaction?
43. If no, what are the reasons?
violence against a woman's' body?

there any FC abandonment efforts going on in this44.
area?

If yes, who is involved?
46. How are people reacting to these abandonment efforts?
47. If negatively - why?
48. If positively, what steps have been taken?
49. Have families been penalized for taking girls for FC?
50. If yes - how?
51. What do those still practicing do to avoid penalties?
52. Do you support abandonment of FC at a personal level? 
If not, why?

What do you think should be done to stop FC in this 
area, by the government?
54. Do you think it is possible for people to abandon FC in 
this area? If no, what are the obstacles?
55. Can you suggest any alternative strategies?
56. Do you think the alternative strategies suggested by 
MYWO are effective?
57. What are the shortcomings of these strategies?
58. Do you think your community can stop FC without outside 
intervention?
59. If no, what 
needed?

What
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Memorandum Written By a Colonial Administrator on The
Circumcision Of Kikuyu Native Girls

hative girls ■
BV John V.-Arthur. .

(Kcrohcr of Bxooutlvc Council ruprcaontin? nntivo Intorosts).
, mko W4««4rtn«t esocclally In the Kiambu area and at 1* tio^NSSrl distr^ct/have Veen fighting thisT^tumu in the Nyeri o pr, so .far *
clrcustcisioD 9? Several uncircumcised women have

s-iw..
In any measure that may be taKcn.

in^rtnSc^and noKSg

??sociation. and the touchstone of the movement 
«S“

jn its stations.
5. Govenunent to later

jys-^/s^ssiAoSS^ot
omcarsttMprstag/g^^^  ̂ ■

thet^Ssie trpi.4'it'?“
'i. ij w« T f**? 1 have it, has a clause

6.. isr's .

Sc§St^S“ymt: L“h?s"?cJ?lin 6 has hociXitted fr^ 

tho Resolution. \
S. In tho Report 5o5Jp?S’’*i^St?Sa*lo^xoSSio CoSSil

stomped out the evil beenuoo. ; .• - (a) ••



351

KlkuyiJ 
27th August,

*’*x)j5iTH'on'*'i’S'’''nov^in syisipdiny wjvii.tnc cjD^ui?).;*
(b) The resolution can only be enforced within the Native. 

Reserve, and owing to itn cosy ovnsion bj^ holding the cere­
monies on farms or in Forest ajens, becomes to a great 
extent inopcrotivc. ■ 
in my opinion (ft) is true in so far as “general” public 
opinion is concerned, but (b) makes a very "strong contributory 
reason.
6. The opinion of the Hon. Attorney-general In his- 
Memorandum on this subject preoared for the Executive Council 
mcotirig of 23rd August thror/s ‘out the hope that under Clause 
197 of the* now Criminal Code, which will como into force on 
1st January, 1930, a conviction will then be possibly obtained. 
Of course, as the Hon. Attorney-General himself would admit, 
some flaw in the law again might bo found and a conviction 
become ifflpb:§siblc.
7. The Hon, Attomcy-GEncral suggests that an Amendment 
bo made to the Native Authority Ordinance “so os to provide 
that the punislimcnt for broach of Resolutions dealing with • 
circumcision should be. say, imprisonment for not lest than 5 
months nor more than six months, and a fine of not less than 
Sha.lOO/- and not more than Sis.200/-," •
0. It seems to mo this would go o long way t.o meet the 
ease provided that (1) it is mode applicable to cover the 
major oboration, making it illegal; <21 this should be 
enforced in every district throughout Kikuyu (and presumably * 
to Ukamba etc.) and also on forma and Forest Reserves; and 
(3) special provision should be made to protect any girl, who 
refuses oven oliterodoctowy, and to assist any parent, who 
refuses also such operations, at leant until the girl is of 
age.

9, This, it seems to mo, vvould be better then waiting 
for possible convicticri vuidcr the new lavz, and would .at once 
correct the unfortunate impression created fresa the rcci-'nt 
ease that Oovornment is not .actively oppos«jd to this brutoi 
ceremony.
10, If Government agrees. then they would have to be 
prejjared to pusli the jnatfer vigorously V’’ aeplying the law 
whenever an Offence occurs. The boc.al r;:tive Councils of 4 
districts agreed to the clitcrodectosny; it should thcreforc-bc 
taken that they aix; in agixJCEient. The fifth di.strict.Nycri, 
ought to bo made to coi-to in.,- I believe four of thp European 
farmers would agree to the law being applied .on their farms, 
as I have had letters from some on the subject,
11, Further the Kikuyu Central A5.sociation ought to bo 
taken in hand over this thing and Biade to understand if they 
arc going to oppose it, Govoi'nucnt will take steps to deal 
with their organisations. Especially is this the ease at 
thia particular moment, when Johnstone Kenyatta is reported 
amongst tlio Klkui'u to having s»xn the Sccicti ry of St-.tc • 
and to have dealt with hiia about the affairs of the Kikujai, 
and that he is retun.ln$- shortly and .will ir.ke kno‘--n the 
results of his visit. 'If it had not K^cr. for this Ascoclction 
and its attitude to J‘cjas.lc circuirtcision, the oucstlon •ronin by 
this tiE:c have been v/ithin j’nj\on.'.bh hop of abolition.
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Memorandum Written By a Colonial Administrator on The 
Circumcision Of Kikuyu Native Girls

-----pginfU KATWE, GIRLSj.
By John n. Arthur, M.D.,..

(Kemhor ol Exooutlvc Council ruprcuontins nntivo intcrosts).

Tuniutumu In the Nyerl aistr.c , n so tar
clfcuiacisiOT several wncircumcised women havesucceeded in that ^kotodui / icikuyu there are tv|o, 
teen raarried after easy lahoura; and cne at
?SJ5tSStupo’'’«h h^^^

-’uSSSgS^n^om 
Sa S »a«tla. to thene tl^ro^urc

in any measure that may he taKcn.
s. Bhlle that is SO. o“ihi’'??St?ce^
raass of heathen old men Kikuyu Central Sssooiationand what is worse stUl is that tnc ^1,^3
(Port Hall) hos definitely anW-Wopoon, anti-Government matter, m^inc it p^t of their anw strongest in^
and anli-Misslon r m s stations of Weitnaga andthe Fort Holl area a^ at the C.h^^ station^ oi Tumtttgj,.u 
Kohuhla, there yc no such wcircgclsea g 
has suffered severely in its scnooi. anu 
the lost^ yoors Inti-n»ission attitude of the
Mihuti aid Mahiga, all duo to * touchstone of the movement sse ‘a’ffirfjf&s s.ay 
in its stations.
’• th ?a^«e Mlssl^B rthls“Satt??? “Hr!"!.?®!

chnrgc of ravS !hc hrothor 6 months rigorousthe Kikuyu aormltory, anynvo^^ ^^,, hcnvlly. The cnse- 
for tSo Dugorettl aren.

■

in VKikAyu c^i^try that refused to l>aSB im.
4., S*?"^®^‘^jh®rlscd^Srson who^shall^makc^an^lncision 
S?ic^t;r^;S?ypSgainor^c^thc^clltorts^^  ̂
"punished With 1 ®on^ s wris ^y^jjQpstanu that this cot- fetl?!iitS“«Scgthory^OraU,«uco_^.efe 
Sc^^^SMS! Sd"!h!s"icrtiin 6 has hocXittod from 
tho Resolution. X
5. In tho Report for Excc’itivc^Council^on^^^ CouSSli 
*^h™,t'' '>v”'it'’’va5 |tatcd^thit'this.Ror.plution has hy no means 
SJc*d"out the evil hccauso. y: . ((,) 
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rSii

192jjA
all Senior CommloalonorB

* (w’ith Buffieient copies for. * . 
Blstrlet ComnlsBlonerB).

Z» id^efuX invQBilgatlon Beena to have eetabllshed the 

fact that the removal, of the clltorla Is a simple operaHoo 

unlikely t9.be followed by serloua effeoU.wher^aa the 

more brutal form, whioh In some Inetanoes involvee the 

. removal of not-only the' olltorlB but also the- lablo minora 

ond half the labia majors together with the eurtoundlng tlBBue 

results In permanent mutilotlon affecting the woman’e j 

"natural functions of micturition,, menotruation and parturition- 

with disastrous results not'only to the birth-rate but to ^he 
physique.and vitality of the tribe. It Beeme further to bo 

eetabllshed that the milder form Is the traditional one the 

more brutal one being a comparatively modern innovation.

• 1 e
4. The Embu Local Native Council has ^ssed a R.eooluUoii^^^ .

(which hoe received the covering ecnctlon| ot the Covernor- 
in-Gouneil) making it qn offence to remov^ more than the 

. - olitorls -

A Letter from the Native Affairs Department to all Senior 
Commissioners and District Commissioners on the Subject of 
Female Circumcision

■

female CIRCUMCISION,

. It iB ooneldered.’thBt an effort should be made to 

mitigate the brutality which attends the. Ifitp of female 

l^iroumoislon In certain parte, pf the. Colony.

*. 2. It is therefore suggested tliat District CommfsBipners .

^ould epdeavour to Induce their Native OounollB to odopb * 

■ ^he .milder form pf .thi^ jprapti.ce (that is to oay simple .>».?

biltorbdectoflty} in the pi;ep8 wherein the more ejcoggerated 

‘forms have been;.introduced.
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1 am to 

of your l*rovince be 
if they 

subject is

C» V. MAXWUUi

CHIIfP, HATIVE COMMl SSIOtKR,

find 2Teaentful 
clear that thpre le no idea of 

a desire, In the Intereate of 

population, to 

which is indeed

UNIVERSITY OF NAIRM) 
EAST AFRICANA COLLECTION

request therefore that the 

consulted, where 

prepared to adopt a Blndlar attitude.

one whloh requiree the utooet taot In dlecuaelon 
1/ the.l™ppeeelon 1„ given that Oovernment Intende to prohibit 

an ancient oustora we shall meet with 
oppositioni it must bo made 

total prohibition but merely 

humanity, native eugenloe, and Inoreaae ot 

to the milder fotin of the operation.
nore In keeping with ancient tribal usage.

oil tons or to ^e an Incision of greater extent or depth 

th..n la necessary for the remoeal of the clitoris

A copy Of the Rules made under this Resolution leattaeHed 

for information.


