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A B S T R A C T

The major hypothesis tested in this study was whether a 

significant relationship exists between specific family environments 

and the level of delinquent behaviour of ad olescents.

Most of the studies on Juvenile delinquent behaviour have 

tended to use o f f ic ia l ly  termed delinquents as their respondents.

By using such respondents, these studies have not drawn their 

samples from representative portions of the juvenile population.

In order to overcome this, the present study drew its respondents from 

a section of the juvenile population without regard to their known 

or unknown delinquent behaviour tendencies.

The research design involved a survey of a sample of form 1

students selected randomly from six ■saeondary school'fe in Nyeri
• *

district of Central Province of Kenya. The schools were themselves 

selected randomly to include three for boys and three for gir ls .

The survey was undertaken in such a manner that its findings would 

add to the efforts being made to prevent adolescents in engaging 

in delinquent behaviour. The basic tools for data collection were a 

self-administered questiwinaire completed by the respondents, and 

unstructured questions for the headteachers avid staff ,  and available 

data.

The major findings of the study were that adolescents in secondary 

schools do engage in juvenile delinquent behaviour, and that the 

family environments whicl} these children come from, as measured by 

family size, family stabil ity, level of education attained by 

the parents, the socio-ecoi omic status of the family, the frequency 

of v is its  by abseut parents, end the religious commitment of the

( i )



family, predispose these children towards juvenile delinquent 

behaviour.

As anticipated in the three theoretical appreaches which formed the 

framework for this study, the process of socialization is crucial 

to the formation of proper and socially adjusted personalities. 

Inadequate socialization was found to be a major reason why these 

children engaged in delinquent behaviour. Those children who had 

engaged in a high lev^l of delinquent behaviour came from large 

families, from families in which the parents had attained a low 

level of education, from low socio-economic status families, from 

families in which parents rarely visited their children, and from 

families which had a low level of religious commitment.

It  was concluded that a relationship does exist between these
''4 **'

family environments and the delinquent behaviour o f  the children.

This relationship has two major implications towards juvenile 

delinquency prevention efforts. These are:

(1) That there is a need to look at delinquent behavi our from a wider 

perspective than is presently the case. This wider perspective 

should include offering guidance and counselling to the fami,ly

since it  is the f i r s t  agent of socialization. This is in view of 

the fact that most children engage in delinquent behaviour due to 

inadequate socialization. Yet, at present, treatment is only 

offered to the delinquent children.

( 2 ) That the study of delinquency should not confine i tse l f  to 

dealing with only o f f ic ia l ly  known delinquents. It  should draw 

samples fr®m the entire juvenile population. This is in view of 

the fact that a lot of delinquency goes undetected.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRCDUCTiai

This study dealt with young persons o f both sexes drawnfrom selected 

Kenyan secondary schools in one d is tr ic t. The important aspect among 

these young persons, and one which was o f significance to us, was the 

various juvenile offences which they have engaged in . These various 

offences have been referred to variously as juvenile delinquency, 

delinquent behaviour, or simply as juvenile misconduct.

Studies dealing with this phenomenon have been carried  out in Kenya, 

(liuga, 1972; Mutetj, J.K. , 1983). However, these studies have had

a certain unifozmity in that they have dealt with known or what is  teimed 

as o f f ic ia l  delinquents. By this, we mean, that the respondents used in 

these studies were children who are already institu tionalized and, 

th e re fo r^ o ff ic ia lly  recognized as delinquents.

The present study is  unique in that i t  did not deal with o ff ic ia l ly  

recognized delinquents. Instead, i t  drew i t s  respondents from a section 

o f the Kenyan juvenile population without regard to their known delinqu­

ency. In this respect, we saw i t  as necessary to f i r s t  outline the manner 

in which young offenders are apprehended in Kenya, and a fter apprehension, 

what procedures are followed when these offenders are taken to the 

Juvenile Court. We also outline the kind o f treatment that might be 

prescribed fo r such offenders.

Apprehension And Treatment o f Juvenile Offenders in Kenya

In present day States, Maintenance o f Law and Order in Society 

falls under the jurisd iction o f that individual S tate 's  Police Force.

In t i l s  case, Kenya is  no exception. Therefore, juvenile offenders, as 

individuals who breach our society1 s law and order, f a l l  under the 

jurisdiction o f the police.
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However, as this maybe, problems s t i l l  arise due to the fact 

that the police are not evenly distributed in  terms o f numbers through- 

jut the country. There are more p o l ic e  in  urban areas than there  

are in the rural areas.

In  urban areas, the task of apprehending juvenile offenders is  

easily done by the police, who then take these offenders to the 

juvenile Court. In  the rural areas, the task  .is  n ot so easy s in ce  the 

police are few in numbers. The task o f apprehension is ,  therefore, 

subject to the society 's fee lin g  that a juvenile is  a menace to the

people by repeatedly engaging in an ti-soc ia l acts. In  this case,
*

parents and teachers act as the agents o f law and order. This is  

because they are the one's who are closest to the young people. A 

parent who fee ls  that his/her child is  becoming unrdly reports that 

child to either probation o ffic e rs , children 's o ffic e rs , or to the 

chiefs, who then apprehend the child with the help o f the police 

and take him to Court pending further investigations. This does not, 

however, mean that this kind o f apprehension is  only restricted to 

the rural areas. Even in urban areas, i t  can take place, and 

in fact does.

Once the young offender is  apprehended, his/her case is  heard 

in the juvenile Court by a presiding judge,who then summons a 

probation o ff ic e r . The o ffic e r  is  instructed to trace the family 

background o f the offender so as to know what sort of sentence should 

be passed, in order fo r the judge to prescribe treatoent. The probation 

o ffic e r , a fte r  studying the home background, o f the offender ..t&en 

prepares a report which is  presented to the judge.

This report leaves open four a lternative forms o f treatment.

These are:

S
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( i )  Probation nay be recommended by the probation o ff ic e r  i f  

the offence was not very serious and i f  chances o f reform 

are seen to ex ist. The offender is  then instructed to 

see the probation o ff ic e r  on prescribed days and 

at prescribed tines. The probation o ffic e r  is  supposed to 

o ffe r  counselling and guidance as treatment to the offender,

( i i )  For those under 16 years, whose hone background and history 

are found not to be premising, cammitaent to an approved 

school is  recommended. At the approved school, children’ s 

o ffic e rs  o ffe r  guidance and counselling to the children.

At the sane tine, technical and formal education is  offered. 

The aim of doing this is  to rehabilitate the young offender 

so that he/she can become a ^normal" and functioning member
VI *r

o f the society a fte r  discharge from the approved school,

( i i i )  For those above 17 years, and with serious offences, commit­

ment to a borstal institu tion  is  recommended. There are at 

present two o f such institutions in Kenya. These are 

Shikusa in Kakamega and Shimo-la-T ev/a in Mombasa. These 

borstal institutions f a l l  under the Prisons department, 

hence s tr ic t d iscip line is  observed as is  the case in 

prisons.

( iv )  An alternative form o f treataent is  recommended i f  not any 

of the above three. In most instances this alternative 

happens to be caning o f the o f f  aider, followed by release,
t

with a promise o f good conduct.

The essence of any o f the above mentioned forms o f treatment 

prescribed l ie s  in the assumption that the young offender w il l  

refra in  from committing further juvenile offences. How fa r these

%
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forms of treatment have succeeded is  only open to conjecture. At 

the same time, the methods used apprehending the offenders leave 

no doubt that most offenders ere left  unapprehended,

Further, wh*a t*#-iook at the s ta tis tics  available on apprehended 

and convicted juvenile offenders, we note that, while a very large 

number o f offenders are apprehended very few are convicted in the 

juvenile Court. (See Table l )  This might be explained by the selective 

nature o f Court Convictions on the basis o f social status and influence 

o f re la tives  of the offenders who are o f higher socio-economic status.



TABLE 1: Juveniles apprehended, charged and convicted under

the penal Code, Chapter 63« Laws o f Kenya. (1980 and 1984)

-
1980 198*4

Male Female Total Total LI ale Female Total Total

Arres­
ted

Convi­
cted

Arres­
ted

C onvi- 
cted

Murder (including 
attempts) 24 2 20 10 10 20

Manslaughter - - - - 2 - 2 —

Rape (including
attempts^ 4 1 5 1 13 13 4

Assault 148 43 191 42 191 37 228 50

Other offences 
against the person 60 11 71 15 77,. 12 89 20

Robbery add a llied  
offences 93 3 96 17 106 ' 1 109 12

Breakings 366 18 384 76 390 15 405 69
Cattle thefts 8 - 8 - 6 1 7 3
Theft o f other Stock 14 - 14 6 13 1 14 3
Theft o f over 400 KShs 120 21 141 33 173 28 203 26
Other thefts 405 56 461 118 468 48 519 129
Theft from Vehicles 29 - 29 3 74 - 74 3
Theft of Bicycles 20 1 21 8 21 - 21 2
Theft o f produce 40 2 42 12 77 4 81 22
Theft by servant 52 68 120 15 54 73 127 16
Receiving stol en 

property 18 1 19 10 32 1 33 3
Other offfences against 

property
66 9 75 18 65 8 73 14

A ll  other penal code 
offences 125 20 145 40 175 37 212 53

Total 1592 256 1848 414 1947 276 2232 429

Source; Kenya Po lice Headquarterst Nairobi

5
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As Table 1 shows, the numbers arrested in  1984 have risen by a 

tremend ous 384 juvenile offenders. Though the numbers arrested in 

both years were high, there were very few convicted for both years 

(22.4$ and l9.2fo for both years respective ly ). This may be a re flection  

o f the selective nature of the Courts in passing sentences on the 

offenders.

The Problem

In Kenya juveniles who are reported and apprehended a fter 

having committed offences are charged under the Children and Young 

Persons Act, Chapter 141 laws o f Kenya. Such juveniles, a fter appearing 

before a presiding judge in the juvenile Court, maybe placed under pro­

bation, put in an approved school, or committed to a borstal in s ti­

tution. The aim of following any o f these three alternatives is  to
v  *

o ffe r  a "cure" fo r  the young offender. In  any case, careful watch
*

is  kept o f the offender by trained o ffic e rs  o f the relevant departments. 

These o ffic e rs  o ffe r  trealment in the form o f counselling, guidance 

and any other form of assistance deemed necessary.

Before the court can, however, decide on what sentence to pass 

on the young offender, a thorough study o f the home background o f the 

offender is  carried out by an o ffic e r  o f the Court. The reason for 

carrying out this study o f the hom^ground is  to provide information 

concerning the up-bringing of the child. Home background information 

which is  sought includes the financial status o f the family, the 

parents marital status, the offenders l i f e  in  school and at home, and 

many other related facts. The assumption made here is  that by knowing 

the homebackground of such a child,necessary and adequate treatment 

can be prescribed.

Incidenta lly, even a fter treatment has been prescribed, and the

offender has served the sentence passed by the presiding judge, no

$
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follow-up of this offender is done after discharge. It  is assumed 

that he/she has reformed. There are, therefore, no statistics which 

can be used to show failure or success of the whole exercise. At the 

time of this survey, we therefore, assumed that there must be children 

who, even after their home backgrounds have been studied before treat­

ment is prescribed, will  revert to their original behaviour after under­

going the sO-called treatment. The only conclusion open to us is that 

the treat ment prescribed and offered has not shown any marked signs 

of success which was the aim of the exercise.

The Children and Young Person' Act, Chapter 141, Laws of Kenya, 

is supposed to sde to the protection of children and Young Persons.

The Children's department was created to see to the day to day operations 

of the Act. With the existence of these two bodies it  would be 

expected that at least adequate ways of preventing juvenile delinquency

have been found. But, sadly enough, this is not the case, as statistics
*

indicate. In 1968, there were a total of 1898 children arrested under 

the juvenile penal code. By 1969, this figure became slightly reduced 

since there were only 1?3? juvenile arrests. Ten years later, (1980) 

the figure had risen to 1848, while in 1984, it  had risen to the 

tremendous figure of 2?3? children (*ee Table l ) .

The figures showing juvenile arrests raise two question which are 

of vital imnortance i f  answered, and i f  adequate delinquency prevention 

efforts are to be achieved. The f irst  question has to do with whether, 

as a matter of fact, we should continue trying to "treat" only the young 

offender or should we not also include in the treatment the immediate 

group to which he belongs, namely the family? The second question 

which we should try to tackle concerns whether we should continue to 

deal with samples drawn from a population already termed delinquent.

By a population already termed delinquent, we mean those juveniles 

who have

7



been apprehended and charged in a juven i l e  Court • Should we 

not seek an a l t e r n a t i v e  popula t ion ,  namely a r epresentat ive  

sample of the juven i l e  populat ion in order to o f f s e t  the 

b ias  introduced when we use o f f i c i a l l y  termed del inquents  

8S our respondents?

I t  was in response to the above two major quest ions that  

this  survey was designed.  I t  was an attempt to deal  not with 

an al ready o f f i c i a l l y  termed de l inquent  populat ion,  but with 

samples drawn from a section of the j u ven i l e  population with­

out regard to th e i r  known del inquency.

The setbacks posed when deal ing  with i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  

ju v en i l e  del inquents  have been top ics  o f  focus by Scholars  

such as Cohen, 1955; H i r sch i  19 69; Freeman a nd Jones, 1970; 

and various o th e r s .  The major c r i t i c i s m  l e v e l l e d  aga inst  the 

use of o f f i c i a l  del inquency reports  or s t a t i s t i c s ,  i s  that  

they do not present us with a true p icture  -of the extent of  

j uven i l e  del inquency in any one country.  In this regard ,

Kenya is  no except ion,  as the Commissioner of P o l i c e  recent ly  

pointed out .  ( N j i i n u  B.K. ,  1986 :4 ) .  The main reason advanced 

ae to why such o f f i c i a l  s t a t i s t i c s  are u n r e l i a b l e  in gauging  

the extent of  juven i l e  del inquency i s  that the po l i ce  and the 

Courts are usua l ly  very s e l e c t i v e  in handling juven i l e  cases.  

This happens to be e sp ec i a l l y  so where status d i f f e r ences  are 

invo l ved .  Young o f f en der s  from high socio-economic status  

f a m i l i e s  never reach the courts due to the in f luence  which

such fami l i e s  have over the fo rces  of Soc ia l  contro l  in s o c i e ty .
*

A8 an observat ion ,  The Nat iona l  Foundation For Educational  

Research in England and Wales in 19 65 recommended that " d e l i ­

nquency requi res  study within the framework of  normal behaviour  

and education so that knowledge o f  i t s  causes andmethods of

prevent ion a nd treatment can be extended and improved.*
%

( S lough,  B;1965 :134)
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However, the defects and shortcomings o f o f f ic ia l  data had 

already been recognized by Cohen (1955), when he suggested that 

" in  order to overcome the defects, we must start not with known 

delinquents but with representative samples o f the juvenile 

population drawn without regard to their known delinquent his­

tories" • (Cohen;1955:170)

The views and observations made by such scholars led us to 

design a survey to deal with adolescents in schools. We assumed 

that these adolescents have at one time or another engaged in 

delinquent behaviour whether in or outside the school setting.

This survey was limited to the school setting due to the fact that 

these juveniles offered us a representation o f the juvenile 

population in Kenya. Furthermore the majority o f adolescents in 

Kenya (over 8C )̂ attend school, with very few non-attenders. At the 

same time, the period and funds at our disposal would not have 

allowed us to extend the survey elsewise.

By dealing with this kind o f population, the survey was designed 

to answer the second question posed ea rlie r , namely, o f whether we 

should continue to deal with samples drawn from a population already 

o f f ic ia l ly  termed delinquent when conducting delirfluency related 

research. The f ir s t  question was expected to be answered in the 

implications resulting from our data.

In order to maize i t  more appropriate in answering our posited 

questions, this survey was designed in such a way so as to try to 

re late the delinquent behaviour o f the adolescents to their family 

env ir6nmeni. The guiding principle used here was essentially the 

same one used by the juvenile courts in helping them to pass sentence 

on the juvenile offenders, namely, that o f studying the homeback- 

grounds o f the young offenders before deciding what treatment should

♦
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be prescribed.

By relating the family environments o f the adolescents 

to their delinquent behaviour, this survey lim ited i t s e l f  to 

tryriyto seek a relationship i f  there was any. However we cannot 

pretend to o ffe r  the causes o f delinquency as such a task would be 

enormous. In this ligh t then, the problem o f this study was 

stated as follows:

" Is  there any relationship between family environment*and 

the leve l o f juvenile delinquency among school-children?

Defin ition o f major concepts

In this survey, tire major concepts which need to be 

defined in order to suit our purposes are two. These are:

"family environments" and, "juven ile delinquency"
*

The concept of family was defined by Murdock (1949:4—11) 

as "a  social group characterized by common residence, economic 

cooperation and reproduction. I t  includes adults o f both sexes, 

at least two o f whom maintain a socia lly approved sexual relationship, 

and one or more children, own or adopted, o f the sexually cohabiting 

adults." This defin ition  obviously poses problems in  our present 

day understanding o f a family. In the f ir s t  place, i t  emphasises 

cannon residence, which we know does not necessarily have to be 

there today since same parents or one o f the parents may not reside 

at hone fu lltim e, yet he or she s t i l l  constitutes part o f the 

family, In the second place, the defin ition  underlines the 

presence o f "adults o f both sexes sharing a socia lly approved 

sexual relationship." But we in Kenya have cone to observe homes 

which have only one parent, especially where the mother never 

married.

%
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Yet she s t i l l  has children obtained from sexual relationships 

which have not been socia lly  approved -  assuming that by 

social approval Murdock meant being recognised as man and w ife or 

uniting in  marriage. In  essence, Murdock's definition 

constitutes what we may re fer to as the nuclear family made 

up o f a man and wife and their children, own or adopted. Yet, 

in  Kenya, we at present have families made up o f children, 

not o f tiie two spouses nor lega lly  adopted, but liv in g  within 

that family as i f  they belonged to i t  -  especially those of 

re la tives .

Consequently, Iluydock's definition appeared too narrow 

to suit the purposes o f this survey. Therefore, the survey was 

designed in such a way that the term family would encopass 

almost a l l  that we understand to be constituted by that term.

In this case, the survey chose to recognize the single parent 

family, the extended family in the form o f children o f re la tives, 

and the nuclear family.

However, to be more concrete, the survey chose to view the 

family in terms o f six postulated factors which w ill  be referred 

to as "environments." The idea of viewing the family in terms 

o f these s ix  environments was prompted by such studies as that 

o f the Gluecks (1962) and that o f Getzels and Jackson (1961).

In their study, the Gluecks postulated very many family 

environments' since th e ir 's  was a complex study. However,

Getzels and Jackson (1961 : 354) had only seven family 

environments. These were, "education and occupation o f parents, 

age o f parents, mothers memories o f own home, reading interests 

in the home, parental satisfaction and dissatisfaction with the 

child and with his school,

11



parental satisfaction witli the child rearing practices, and 

kinds of friends preferred fo r  their children."

Although their study was not on delinquency, their 

family environments helped a lo t  in the postulation o f the 

family environments used in this survey, and it ..is  on them 

that they were modelled. As such, the six family environments 

postulated fo r  this survey were;

( 1) Family size

(2) S tab ility  o f the family

( 3) Level of education o f the parent( s)

(A) Occupation o f parents
f

( 5) Residence o f the parent(s)

(6) Religious commitment o f family.
A

The second major concept o f this survey is  j ’mrenile 

delinquency. Various people have offered numerous definitions 

o f this concept. However, generally speaking, when adolescents 

(aged between 7 and 17 years) engage in or display antisocial or 

wayward behaviour, they are said to engage in juvenile delinquency, 

and are referred to as juvenile delinquents or juvenile 

offenders in  the legal realm.

The Oluecks (1962;4) define juvenile delinquents as "children

between 7 and 17 years o f age who .commit repeated acts o f a land

which when carried out by persons beyond the statutory juvenile
❖

court Q£e of 16 are pumishable as crimes. This defin ition  is
*

o f course in line with the lega l defin ition  o f a juvenile 

delinquent under British law. Suprisingly enough,it is  not so 

fa r removed from the defin ition  given in Kenya o f a juvenile 

delinquent. Under laws o f Kenya " juvenile delinquent is  a child

12



, between the statutory court age o f 7 and 16 years who commits an 

act which when corraltted by persons beyond this statutory juvenile 

court age would be punishable as a crime, or as an act injurious to 

otlier individuals or the public, that is ,  the state or government.

(liuga, 1972: 141),Basically, there is  no difference betvTeen the above 

two defin itions except in the age lim its set fo r  the defin ition  o f a 

juvenile. This is  not suprising since societies set their own age 

lim its for that kind of defin ition . However, the observation that 

can be made here is  that both defin itions stem frcm the lega l arena 

and are, therefore, o f f ic ia l  defin itions.

For th is study, juvenile delinquency was viewed as those acts 

which when committed by adolescents (between 7 and 16 years) and detected 

would result in punishment o f the person cccraitting them by the larger 

society or by the institu tion  within which those-acts are committed.
- j

In  this case, juvenile delinquent acts include* destruction of 

property, violence against both persons and property, stealing, 

sioking, handling and consuming alcohol, running away from school, and 

other variously related acts.

By defining delinquency in tins way, we were able to go beyond 

the legal defin ition  and make i t  easier to deal with our population.

At the same time, we recognized the lim itations o f such a defin ition  

in the face of the legal realm, and in view o f the assertion by 

Cloward and Chiin (i960: 4) that "delinquent acts are distinguished 

from other deviant acts by the fact that they result or are lik e ly  to 

result in the in i t i a t i on  of o f f ic ia l  proceedings by agents o f 

criminal justice" . At the same time, we kept in mind the reason why 

we chose to deal with samples drawn from the juvenile population.

% 13



deviantConsequently, our defin ition  may be seen as constituting 

acts wLiLch i f  brought before a legal o ff ic e r  would or may constitute 

delinquent acts. Furthermore, the method used in obtaining our 

data propelled u» to use the above defin ition  o f juvenile delinquency 

without overlooking i t s  assumptions.

Justification  for the study

The major purpose of the Study is  to provide us with data which 

nay help in o fferin g quidelines fo r juvenile delinquency prevention 

e fforts  in Kenya. This study was motivated by the fact that very 

l i t t l e  research has been carried out in Kenya on the very important

subject o f juvenile delinquency. Much o f the available litera tu re
t

on the subject has been written fo r and about other countries. Yet, 

as we blow, each country has i t s  own pecu lia rities iin  terns o f culture 

and other social phenomena. In  view o f th is, this study nay uncover 

facts which have not been uncovered in  the existing literatu re, and 

may, therefore add to, or build *n the lim ited knowledge about the 

subject o f juvenile delinquency.

At the same time much o f research done on delinquency, has been 

carried out using the already institu tionalized children as subjects. 

These children have already been o f f ic ia l ly  recognized as juvenile 

delinquents. Yet, such subjects are not representative o f the 

juvenile population. This study was, therefore designed to use a 

Sample dram from the Kenyan juvenile population in ITyeri d is tr ic t  

o f Central Province, selected without regard to their known
i

delinquencies. This does not mean that our sample w il l  be wholly 

representative o f the Kenyan juvenile population. In order to, at 

least, be wholly representative o f the Kenyan juvenile population, we 

■would require much more tine and funds, which are lim ited.

%
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nevertheless, i t  is  our b e lie f that data gathered from the present 

sample w il l  be o f v ita l use to those interested in tile prevention c f 

juvenile delinquency and even to school disciplinarians.

Purth r, at the tine o f this survey, i t  was observed that s ta tis tic  

gained from o ff ic ia l  sources show that the majority o f the institu ­

tionalized children cone from l i f t  Valley, ITyanza and Central Provinces., 

(l-uga, 1972)

Consequently, we cannot overlook the fact that Kenya is  a 

developing country. As the 1970, United nations Congress on the 

Prevention o f Crime and treafcent o f offenders concluded, "As any 

country begins to open up, outgrow it s  traditionalism, and respond to 

outside influences or new ideas by modernizing, industrializing and 

concentrating people in certain areas, i t s  people and particu larly 

i t s  younger generation seize the many new opportunities. And in doing 

so, a small but progressively increasing number them succumb to 

temptations and seek i l le g a l  satisfaction through crime". (Clinnard 

and Abbot, 1973: 11).

By taking a sample from Central Province, in which ITyeri is  a 

d is tr ic t , we hope that i t  w il l  help us to see whether this is  one 

region in Kenya which is  experiencing development. I t  w i l l  also 

help us to erase the myth that juvenile offenders are only to be 

found in urban slums and their neighbourhoods.

At the same time, this study, which w i l l  be carried out in 

an area which is  experiencing rapid social change and development, 

may throw more ligh t on whether rapid socia l change and development 

are related to the leve l o f crime rate in  a country. Phis may assist 

planners and social-workers in formulating their social and 

development policies in future.
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CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW AND THEORETICAL PRAM STORK 

General Overview

A lo t  has been wr i t ten on the sub ject  of del inquency  

and e spec i a l l y  so on j u ven i l e  del inquency by var ious  schola rs  

using d i f f e r e n t  approaches to the sub j ec t .  In th e i r  

attempts,  they have come up with var ious  views and conclusions  

on the sub ject .

I t  i s  the purpose of thi s  chapter  to discuss the f i n d i n g s  

of some of these researches  so as to provide a general  back­

ground f o r  the present study.  The study does not intend to 

r e p l i c a t e  what has a l ready been done by these re sea rche rs .

I t  only intends to test  some of the p ropos i t ion s  advanced on 

the subject  of j uven i l e  del inquency within our own c u l tu r a l
J

se t t in g  - (namely in Kenya- )  and to suggest  any new ideas which 

might be uncovered f o r  f u r t h e r  research  on the sub j ec t .

Scholars on the sub ject  of del inquency are va r io us l y  

agreed that f ami ly  f a c t o r s  play a v i t a l  and important r o l e  

in determining whether one w i l l  become del inquent or not.

Such scholars inc lude  the Gluecks (1934, 1950, 1962) ;  Hirschi  

(1969 ) ;  Sutherland and Cressay (1970) ;  and var ious  o thers .

Severa l  f a c t o r s  within the f ami ly  have been advanced as 

being explanatory va r ia b l e s  in the causation of ju ven i l e  

del inquency.  Such f a c t o r s  inc lude s ize  of  f ami ly ,  the broken 

home, c r im in a l i t y  in the f ami ly  and othe r s .  In the course 

of advancing these f a c t o r s ,  s evera l  methods have been used 

i n  thi s  e f f o r t  to determine the importance of the home and 

family in i t s  r e l a t i o n  to j u ven i l e  de l inquency.
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have c ited thv«eSutherland and Cressey (1970 : 204) 

genera l  methods which have been used in the attempt to 

determine the importance of the fami ly and home cond it ions  

as f a c t o r s  l ead ing  to del inquency.

The f i r s t  of  these involves  eva luat ing  the home as a 

whole by means of a r a t i n g  device or s c a l e .  The home i s  

then appraised by set t ing  a "normal"  standard f o r  homes^and 

concluding that home cond it ions  are the cause of del inquency  

i f  most del inquents  come from homes below th i s  set "normal"  

standard.  This method was used ex tens i ve ly  during the ear ly  

stages of delinquency research.

The second method invo l ve s  eva luat ing  the in f luence of the 

home by a general  study of  i n d i v i d u a l  cases.  This method,
l i

l i k e  the f i r s t  one, was a l so  used in the pioneer ing  stages  

o f  delinquency research .  In h i s  study, Healy ( I 9 l 5 ) >  used 

th i s  method and estimated that the home was a major f a c t o r  

in del inquency in 19$ of a series of e thousand cases iu 

Chicago, and a minor f a c t o r  in 83.5$. Two hundred and th i r t y  

of his de l inquents  came from homes having extreme lack o f  

parental  con t ro l .  This method permits the r esearcher  to 

eva luate the meaning which a p a r t i c u l a r  set of home condit ions  

has f o r  the s p e c i f i c  ch i l d ,  and th i s  makes a l lowances  f o r  

the f a c t  that "bad" homes do not always produce del inquent  

ch i ld r en .  However, i t s  major setback i s  that the method is  

sub j ec t iv e ,  and f i nd in g s  are very l i k e l y  to r e f l e c t  the 

preconcept ions of the p a r t i c u l a r  r e s e a r ch e r .

The th i rd  method used i s  s t a t i s t i c a l  and i s  a technique  

which v a r i e s  from simple c a l c u l a t i o n  of the comparative  

inc idence  of ce r ta in  home cond i t ions  among del inquents  and
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n on -de l i n qu en t s , to more soph is t i ca ted  techniques  of holding  

constant cer ta in  v a r i a b l e s  while determining the degree of  

as soc i a t io n  between delinquency -  the dependent v a r i a b l e ,  and 

one other  independent v a r i a b l e .  In th i s  way, the technique  

aims to i d e n t i f y  ce r t a in  s p e c i f i c  home cond i t ions  which are 

associated with del inquency,  ra ther  than measuring the 

in f luence  of the home as a whole.  This happens to be currently  

the most popular  method and has been used by s ch o l a r s  such 

as Nye et al  (1967 ) ;  Rentier and Monroe (1961 ) ;  the GLuecks 

( 1962) ;  Vaz (1967) ;  H i r sch i  (1969) ;  and Brown (1984 ) .

By using the three methods c i t e d  above,  scho la rs  have 

s t r i v en  to show var ious  f ami ly  f a c t o r s  and the i r  r e l a t i o n  to

del inquency.  The f i n d in g s  of these re sea rche r s  ind i ca te  that
11

del inquents  f r e qu en t l y  come from homes or f a m i l i e s  characte ­

r i z ed  by one or more of  the f o l l ow in g  fami ly  f a c t o r s  or 

en vironments.

( i )  Other members of the fami ly are c r i m i n a l i s t i c ,  immoral 

or a l c o h o l i c .

( i i )  The absence of one or both parents  by reason of 

death, d ivorce  or deser t ion .

( i i i )  Lack of  parenta l  control  because of ignorance or 

i l l n e s s  .

( i v )  Home uncongen ia l i t y  as evidenced by domination by

one member, f a vo r i t i sm ,  over sol  i c i  tude , over  sever i ty  , 

neg l ect ,  j e a l ousy ,  crowded housing cond i t i on s ,  or 

i n t e r f e r i n g  r e l a t i v e s .

( v )  Rac i a l  o r  r e l i g i o u s  d i f f e r e n c e s ;  d i f f e r e n c e s  in

convent ions,  and standards ;  being in a foster  home 

or an i n s t i t u t i o n a l  one.
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( v i )  Economic pressures  such as pove r ty , unemployment, 

or the fami ly being of low socio-economic s t a tus .

The above are what Wootton (1959: 84 ) has r e f e r r e d  to 

as " the twelve c r im in o log i ca l  hypotheses"  a f t e r  having narrowed 

them down due to the f a c t  that they are the ones which,on the 

one hand unde r l i e  cu r rent l y  popular  expl an at ion s. and on the 

other hand, which a c tua l l y  happen to have a t t r a c t ed  the 

i n t e r e s t  of r e s ea r che r s .  I t  i s  these same f a c to r s  which w i l l  

be fu r ther  d i s cu s s ed  within the context of researches  c a r r ie d  

out by o ther  s cho la r s .

In t h e i r  study, the Gluecks (1950) matched a sample of  

f i v e  hundred del inquent boys drawn from a c o r r e c t i o n a l  school  

with a sample of  the same size of non -de l inquents .  The
\ V

matching was done on such v a r i a b l e s  as age, i n t e l l i g e n c e ,
j

res idence ,  and other  r e l a t e d  ones. Data was obta ined from 

the two samples through in terv iews  c a r r i e d  out over a per iod  

of  time. By t e s t s  of  s t a t i s t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of a s s o c i a t i o n s  

between v a r i a b l e s ,  the researchers  found drunkenness,  crime 

or  immor a l i ty  in the homes of 90.4$ of the f i v e  hundred 

del inquent  boys, and in 54$ of the homes of the non-delinquent 

sample who made up the contro l  group. They also found 

u nsu i t ab l e  supe rv i s ion  by the mother in the homes of 64$ of  

the del in quent s, an d only 13$ in those of  the contro l  group.  

D i s c i p l i n e  was also l a x  in 57$ of the del inquents  homes and 

in only 12$ of the homes of no n-d el in qu ents . The ana l y s i s  

of  the data a l so  revea l ed  that the parents of  the two samples 

did not d i f f e r  in age, but they d i f f e r e d  in other  r e spec t s .

The parents o f  de l inquents  turned out to have made f o r ced
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marr iages .  They were a l so  more burdened with se r i ous  

ph ys i c a l  a i lments ,  mental r e t a r d a t i o n  serious emotional 

d i s turbances .  This a l so  happened to be the case with the 

s i b l i n g s  o f  the de l i nquen t s .  The f a m i l i e s  o the delinquents 

were the v i c t ims ,  not  only of  l e s s  s tab l e  households,  but 

o f  broken homes. The de l inquents  had subs t i tu t e  parents  

to a f a r  g r e a t e r  ex tent  than the nc n- del  inquents.  Most 

o f  these su b s t i tu t e  parents inc luded f o s t e r  parents,  

s t ep  mothers and f a t h e r s ,  whi le the o thers  l i v e d  with 

r e l a t i v e s .

Even though th i s  study by the Gluecks

was a ra ther  complex one due to the f a c t  that  they
it

were also d ea l in g  with wh t they r e f e r r e d  t » '  as " t r a i t s " ,  

i t  n e v e r th e l e s s  underscored the dominant r o l e  o f  the 

f a m i l y  environm-nts in shaping behaviour  and p e r s o n a l i t y .

I t  a l so  formed the bas i s  f o r  the Gluecks l a t e r  study 

( 1962) in which they used the same samples as used in the 

e a r l i e r  study ( l 9 5 0 ) »

In th i s  study,  the Gluecks (1962:16)  sought to ascertain 

which of  the t r a i t s  s tudied  in the e a r l i e r  study were 

co nd i t i oned  by the f a m i l y  environments o. the respondents 

i n  the sample. The t r a i t s  in ques t ion  included such 

f a c t o r s  as f e a r ,  emqt-onal  c o n f l i c t s ,  etuhOornne&& and 

va r i ous  o ther s ,  The s o c i a l  f a c t o r s  ( f a m i l y  environments) 

under i n v e s t i g a t i o n  inc luded the crowded home, delinquency 

o f  mother or f a t h e r ,  f i n a n c i a l  uependence o_ f a m i l y ,  

i n c o m p a t i b i l i t y  of  parents ,  ana other family related factors.
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The data co l l e c t ed  in  th i s  study was a lso  analysed us ing  

t e s t s  of  s t a t i s t i C - 1  s i gn i f i c ance  o f  a s s oc i a t i on  between 

soc i a l  f a c t o r s  and t r a i t s .

The g ener a l  f i n d i n g s  of th i s  study i n d i c - t e d ,  however, 

that  the home environments operated s e l e c t i v e l y  to prope l  

tow rd maladjustment and del in qu ency, c e r t a i n  ch i ld ren  who 

are c h a ra c t e r i z e d  by s p e c i f i c  t r a i t s  which enhance t h e i r  

v u l n e r a b i l i t y  and d i s p o s i t i o n  tow.rd de l inquency.  

E s s e n t i a l l y ,  th i s  meant that  s o c i a l  f a c t o r s  and i n d i v i d u a l  

t r a i t s  opera ted  j o i n t l y  to produce delinquency or non-
H

delinquency. However,  the Gluecks f u r t h e r  s tated that  some 

o these t r a i t s  are o f  an e s s e n t i a l l y  cons t i t u t i o n a l  

o r i e n t a t i o n ,  and are ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  r e l a t i v e l y  r i g i d ;  o thers  

are predominant ly the product o f  s o c i o c u l t u r a l  c o n d i t i o n in g  

and are ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  more p l a s t i c  and m o d i f i a b l e ;  s i l l
x

o th e r s -  those f o r  which evidence e x i s t s  that  th et, are 

brought  about by the cons iderab le  i n f l u e n c e  oh both g e n e t i c  

endowment and environmental  s t imu la t i on  " (  Gluecks,  1962 : 155).

This study by the Gluecks showed that  the combined 

e f  ec t  o f  both f a c t o r s  ( s o c i a l  or environmen tal  ) and t r a i t s  

among the boys in the sample w;.s most o p e ra t i o n a l  in 

p r ed i s pos ing  the boys toward de l inquency .  This shows the 

i n f l u e n c e  o f  s o c i a l  f a c t o r s  and i n d i v i d u a l  t r s i t s  in their  

r e l a t i o n  to juvenile delinquency.

Hir-schi (1969) drew a sample from a popu la t i on  o f  seven­

teen thousand f i v e  hundred students en te r ing  e l even jun i o r  

and sen io r  publ i c  high schools in the Un i t ed  S ta tes .
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He s t r a t i f i e d  th i s  sample by race ,  sex,  school and grade 

i n  o rder  to obta in a t o t a l  o f  one hundred and t h i r t y  sub­

groups.  By using e x i s t i n g  school  r e c o r i s ,  t o g e the r  with 

p o l i c e  r ecords ,  and a ques t i o n a i r e  completed by the students, n 

data was gathered from th i s  sample.

The f i n d i n g s  o f  th i s  study i n d i c a t e d  that ch i l d r en  who 

were at tached to t h e i r  parents through int imacy were l e s s  

l i k e l y  to have commi»tted de l inquent  a c t s .  This r e i n f o r c e s  

the view that  where parents  ar e more concerened with t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n ,  there i s  l e s s  l i k e l i h o o d  that  the ch i l d ren  w i l l  

engage in de l inquent  behav iour .  H i rs ch i  a lso examined o ther  

f a c t o r s  said tobe r e l a t e d  to j u v e n i l e  del inquency such as 

age ,  s i z e  o f  f a m i l y ,  ordinal p o s i t i o n  of  the ch i ld  in the 

f a m i l y ,  and the broken horn-:. He found a r e l a t i o n  to e x i s t  

between fa m i l y  s i z e  and de l inquent  behav iour ,  but found » 

very weak r e l a t i o n s h i p  where the broken home was concerned.

He concluded that though de l inquency research i s  r epea ted l y  

accused o f  being on the one han . ,atheoret i  ca l ,  and on the 

o th e r  i n c on c lu s i v e  and i n c o n s i s t e n t ,  ye t  the r e l a t i o n s  in 

the present  data are very much l i k e  those r e vea l ed  by 

prev ious  resea rch .  (H i r sc h i  19 69 :243)

This study by H i rs ch i  has merit in that i t  was more 

repre  sa n ta t i ve ,  as i t  used a sample drawn from the j u v e n i l e  

popu la t i on  s e l e c t ed  wi thout  regard  to the i r  known del inquent 

b eh av i our .  Furthermore,  i t  sup o r t e d  through i t s  f i n d i n g s ,  

the r e s u l t s  o f  o ther  e a r l i e r  s tud ies  which dea l t  with 

s i m i l a r  or r e l a t e d  v a r i a b l e s  e s p e c i a l l y  tho e r e l  ted to 

f a m i l y  f a c t o r s .  ,
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In t h - i r  c l a s s i c  longitudinal  study,  t e s t  and Farrington 

( 1977) ,  f o l l o w e d  the l i v e s  o f  some fou r  hundred males born 

between 1951 and 1954 . These boys were chosen as r esearch  

s u b je c t s  in the pe r i od  1961 and 1962 , and a l l  were attending 

s i x  ad jacent  s t a t e  pr imary schools  in a working c l a s s  area 

o f  London. The boys were aged between 8 and 9 y ear s .

The sample s e l e c t ed  was f a i r l y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  the 

normal male popula t i on o f  that p a r t i c u l a r  area and 

genera t i on ,and  most probably ,  s i m i la r  to the male 

popul t i on  o f  many comparable urban working c l a s s  neighbour 

hoo ds .

The boys were f o l l o w e d  up f o r  f o u r t e en  years  with
>*

r e p o r t s  coming in when the boys were in primary school  and
■ j

l a t e r  in secondary schoo l .  The f i r s t  r e po r t  was compared 

with the second, and with j u v e n i l e  de l inquency records  of 

the boy s, ob ta in  ed up to the boys seventeenth b i r thdays .

The f i n d i n g s  o f  th i s  study overwhelmingly demonstrated the 

ex ten t  to which f e a t u r e s  of behaviour ,  observab le  at an 

ear l y  age,  p red i spose  boys to become j u v e n i l e  de l i nquen ts .  

Th is  was made p o s s i b l e  by the two reports of the boys which 

were made during the course o f  the study.

The study had a l o t  to commend i t ,  the most important 

be ing that  the boys could be observed cons tant l y  and the 

r e p o r t s  on them f i l e d  f o r  f u r th e r  r e f e r e n c e .  However, the 

overwhelming demer i ts  o f  a longitudinal  study cannot a l so  be 

o ver io i  ked. Prominent among these are the time and f i nance  

necessary  to see i t  through to the end.
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Muga (1972:142)  ca r r i ed  out a study in Kenya with the

major o b j e c t i v e  of  knowing the background o f  the ch i ld ren

in  t roub le  as r e l a t e d  to the environment in  which they had 
u

been brought up. The word ’' t r o u b l e "  as used here means 

that  the r esearcher  was concer  ned with those i n s t i t u t i o n ­

a l i z e d  ch i l d re n .  The data was, t h e r e f o r e ,  gathered by 

us i ng  p o l i c e  r e co rds ,  records of the juveni le court, and direct 

i n t e r v i e w s  with the de l inquent  ch i l d r en  in remand homes and 

approved schools  in kenya. The sub jec ts  t o t a l l e d  one 

thousand one hundred and seventy one. The study showed that  

most o f  the de l inquents  were between the ages e l even to 

f i f t e e n .  A l l  were a f f i l i a t e d  to some r e l i g i o n .  Of the 

parents ,  only f i v e  f a t h e r s  had a t ta in ed  form fou r  l e v e l  o f
I*

educat i on.  The m a j o r i t y  had dropped-out-between standard
■ J

two and three ,  thus only ob ta in ing  very l i t t l e  formal  

educa t i on.  The m a j o r i t y  o f  the ch i ld ren  studied had both 

parents  l i v i n g  t oge ther  , (an i n d i c a t i o n  of  a s tab l e  f a m i l y )  

with the minor i t y  coming . rom f a m i l i e s  where the mother 

was s i n g l e  or a p r o s t i t u t e .

Of the one thousand, one hundrea and seventy one 

parents ,  s i x  hundred and seventy nineuwere e i t h e r  d i vo rced^  

separated  or dead, whi le  one hunured and twenty f i v e  o f  the 

mothers were p r o s t i t u t e s .  The ch i l d r en  o f  such mothers had 

t h e r e f o r e  no permanent and r ea l  f a t h e r s .  The average 

f a m i l y  s i z e  o f  the group was s i x ,  with a l a r g e r  number o f  

c h i l d r e n  coming from the rura l  areas.
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Most of  the parents of  these ch i l d ren  tfere peasants,  

with those in paid employment numbering three  hundred and 

n i n e t y .  The occupat ion o f  the parent or parents i s  of 

course,  a r e f l e c t i o n  of the soc io-economic  s t a tus  of  the 

household or f a m i l y  when o th e r  f a c t o r s  are he ld cons tant .

Such f a c t o r s  would inc lude the presence of  o l d e r  s i b l i n g s  

who are earning and who r e p a t r i a t e  part  o f  t h e i r  earnings 

back home.

Even though t h i s  study r a i s e d  some po in ts  o f  importance 

e s p e c i a l l y  in uncover ing the backgrounds o f  those ch i ld ren ,  

one thing  stands out c l e a r l y .  This i s  the f a c t  that i t  

a c t u a l l y  d ea l t  with a very s e l e c t  sample o f  the j u v e n i l e  

popula t i on and only those ch i l d re n  who had baen adjudged 

j u v e n i l e  d e l i nquen t s .  I t  i s  most l i k e l y  that  i f  one had 

studied these ch i l d re n  b e f o r e  they were apprehended, charged 

and i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d ,  o th e r  f a c t o r s  r e l a t i n g  to them would 

have emerged. At the same t ime,  the r e seacher  did not bother 

to go in to  d e t a i l s  as to why a ce r ta in  number of c h i l d r e n  f e l l  

in to  a c e r t a in  ca tegory ,  whi le  o thers  did not .  The study i s ,  

therefore ,  to a c e r t a i n  ex tent  in co nc lus i v e .  I t ,  however,  

has the mer i t  in that i t  underscores the importance o f  f a m i l y  

f a c t o r s  and t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  to del inquency,  which we cannot 

e a s i l y  i g n o r e .  Furthermore,  i t  i s  one o f  the few s tud ies  

c a r r i e d  out in Kenya, and i t s  very i n conc l us i ve nes s  p r ov id es
i

a bas is  f o r  f u r t h e r  r esearch  on the subjec t  o f  de l inquency 

in Kenya.

The re searches  of  the Gluecks (1950 and 1962) ;  H i r s c h i  

( l 9 6 9 ) j  Muga ( l 9 7 2 ) ; a n d  West an d Farrington ( 1977 ) ,  so f a r  

d i scussed ,  seem to c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e  that f a m i l y  environments
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in which children are reared play a v ita l  role in pre­

disposing them (the children) towards juvenile delinquent 

behaviour. However, it  is not only family factors that play 

a vital role in predisposing children toward juvenile - 

delinquent behaviour. As the study by the Gluecks (1962) 

showed, individual traits also ii.teract with family factors to 

enhance delinquency.

Although other studies hove been carried out on the 

subject of delinquency (Dentler and Monroe, 1961; Vise, 1967), 

the one's cited above will suffice for the purposes of this 

study since they provide us with an adequate background on 

the subject. We will now turn to the task of formulating 

an adequate theoretical framework on which to base our study.
t •

' 1 , V

26

%



T h e o r e t i c a l  F r a m e w o r k

There is no one s i n g l e  theory o f  crime and de l inquency .  

Ins tead ,  there are numerous t h e o r i e s  which have been advanced 

in the attempt to expla in  crime and de l inquency .  These have 

normal ly  f a l l e n  under two broad c a t e g o r i e s .  On the one 

hand, there are the p sy ch o l o g i s t s  who exp la in  crime and 

del inquency in terms o f  the i n d i v i d u a l .  On the o th e r  haiid 

there  are the s o c i o l o g i c a l  the o r i e s  which exp l a in  i t  in 

terms o f  the group.

As i s  apparent in the l i t e r a t u r e  r ev i ew,  the r e a l i t y  

of  del inquency i s  pa r t  o f  a wider s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  which can­

not  be simply exp la ined  by a s i n g l e  theory .  T h e r e f o r e ,  on 

the basi s  of the l i t e r a t u r e  r ev i ew  and our approach to the
' v  , *

problem o f  de l inquency in th i s  study,  we w i l l  use what can
j

be termed as the m u l t i p l e  f a c t o r  approach.  This approach 

w i l l  be used in the at tempt to expla in  de l inquent  behaviour 

among ado l e scent s .

The rat ionale behind th i s  i s  that  del inquency and 

s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  are multi faced and, t h e r e f o r e ,  cannot be 

confined to s i n g l e  exp lana t i ons .  In t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  we f i n d  

i t  necessary to base our stu y on var ious  t h e o r e t i c a l  

e xp l ana t i ons .  The hypotheses to be t ested in t h i s  study 

are stated as em p i r i c a l  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  and proo f  of  the

r e l a t i o n s h i p  between the v a r i a b l e s  i s  based on the
*

s t a t i s t i c a l  l e v e l .

S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  the f o l l o w i n g  approaches from d i f f e r e n t  

p e r s p e c t i v e s  are to be used in combinat ion.

%
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( l )  Prom the theory of  c u l t u r e ,  the basi c  assumption i s  that  

inadequate s o c i a l i z a t i o n  tends to lead to inadequate  ^  

con f o rmi ty ,  which in turn l eads  to de l inquency .  Culture 

theory  i s  based on the transmiss ion of s o c i e t a l  norms, 

va lues ,  r o l e s ,  go a l s ,  e t c .  The view is that  the a c q u i s i t i o n  

o f  these aspects o f  s o c i e t y  is  inadequate .  The agents o f  

s o c i e t y  t r  ansa i ss ion  o f  these s o c i e t a l  aspec ts ,  with the ( c ^ f> 

f a m i l y  p lay ing  a major  r o l e ,  do not succeed in th i s  duty . 

Consequent ly ,  de l inquents  a re  the r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  inadequate 

a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  the c u l t u r a l  va lues of  s o c i e t y .

(2 )  C lo se l y  r e l a t e d  to the above view i s  what i s  r e f e r r e d  to as

symbol ic  interactionism. This approach assumes that  delinquent
6

d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  s i t u a t i o n s  tend'  to be f a c i l i t a t e d  by the absence\ <

o f  r e l e v a n t  symbols such as a f  at her- image tj hab i t s ,  and var ious 

o th e r s  which can be i d e n t i f i e d  wi th.

Fundam n ta l  to symbol ic i n t e ra c t i on i sm  is the r e l a t i o n s h i p  

between i n d i v i d u a l  conduct and forms o f  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .

I t  asks how s e l v e s  emerge out o f  s o c i a l  s t ru c t u r e  and s o c i a l  

s i t u a t i o n s .  The in t  er ac t i o  ni s t  assumes " tha t  human beings are 

capable o f  making t h e i r  own thoughts and a c t i v i t i e s  o b j e c t s  

o f  a n a l y s i s ;  that  i s  , they can r o u t i n e l y ,  and even h a b i t u a l l y  

manipulate symbols and o r i e n t  t h e i r  own ac t i ons  towards o ther  

o b j e c t s  " (Denz in .  N, 1969:923),

These a c t i ons ,  take pa r t  as part  o f  the s o c i a l i z a t i o n  process .l

The very absence o f  r e l e v a n t  symbols in the course o f  the
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s o l i a l i z  a t i on  process  may tend to f a c i l i t a t e  de l inquent  - 

b ehaviour .

Prom Mer t on ' s  theory o f  d i f f e r e n t i a l  oppo r tu n i ty ,  de l inquent  

behav iour  i s  seen as a problem s o l v i n g  response .  Mer ton ' s  

o p e ra t i n g  premise was that  "some unknown but s u b s t a n t i a l  

p r o p o r t i o n  o f  deviant behaviour does not  r e pr es en t  im pulses 

of individuals breaking through s o c i a l  c o n t r o l s ,  out ,  on the 

c o n t r a r y , r e p re s en t s  s o c i a l l y  induced dev*V£/cn.s: _  d e v i a t i ons  

which the cu l ture  and the s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  con j o in  to  

produce ."C<*ibbo.2£ Cj 19&2i 1Z4)

In h i s  a n a l y s i s ,  Merton distinguished between two major 

elements o f  s o c i a l  and cutura l  s t ru c tu r e s :  the c u l t u r a l l y  

de f ined  goa l s  human be ings  are e n j o in e d  to pursue f and the 

s o c i a l  s t ru c t u re  that  r e gu l a t e s  and co n t r o l s  the accep tab le  

modes or means f o r  the pu rsu i t  o f  goa l s  and i n t e r e s t s .

These goa l s and the i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  norms f o r  a ch i ev ing  

them may vary independent l y  of  each o ther ,  sometimes l e ad ing  

to ma l in tegra ted  s t a t e s ,  one extreme be ing  the ins tance  o f  

ex cess i ve  s t r e ss  on goa ls  with l i t t l e  concern f o r  p r e s c r i b ed  

means of  ach iev ing  tiiese goa l s .  In this  s t a t e ,  a l l  i n d i v i d u a l s  

in s o c i e t y  do not have the same op p o r tu n i t i e s  f o r  r e a l i z i n g  

these shared go a l s .  There are those wi.o have access  to the 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  means, and those who do not ,  thus r e s u l t i n g  

in d i f f e r e n t i a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

When i n d i v i d u a l s  in s o c i e t y  f i nd  that  they cannot 

achieve  the shared goa l s  through the use of  the l e g i t i m a t e

%
2 9



and i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  means, they turn to the s implest  way 

p o s s i b l e ;  In th i s  case dev iance.  In our study,  del inquency 

i s  the t e c h n i c a l l y  most e f f e c t i v e  procedure f o r  acqui r ing  

des i r ed  g o a l s ,  r a t h e r  than the l e g i t i m a t e  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l ­

i z ed  means.

R ichard A. Cloward has co nt r ibu ted  f u r t h e r  to Merton 's  

theory o f  d i f f e r e n t i a l  opp o r t un i t y .  Cloward d i r e c t e d  his 

a t t e n t i o n  to the ex i s t ence  of d i f f e r e n t i a l s  in i l l e g i t i m a t e  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  as we l l  as to the l e g i t i m a t e  oppor tun i ty  

s t r u c t u r e s .  His thes i s  r es ts  on the obse r va t i on  that  the 

l ower  c la ss e s  have l e s s e r  opportuni ty  than the o ther  c lasses  

f o r  a ch ie v ing  success i n  a l e g i t i m a t e  or conforming manner. 

He, however,  po ints  out that as ide  from hav ing the problem 

of d i f f e r e n t i a l  l e g i t i m a t e  oppo r tu n i ty ,  the  l ower  c lasses  

a lso  have the problem of d i f f e r e n t i a l  i l l e g i t i m a t e  opportu­

n i t y  (Gibbons,  D. C. 1982 : 115). This means that some members of 

the l ower  c lass es  have l e s s e r  oppotuni ty  than o thers  of the 

same c l a s s e s ,  f o r  a ch ie v ing  success through i l l e g i t i m a t e  

means or dev iance .  Cloward, however,  b a s i c a l l y  agrees with 

Merton on the general  o r i e n t a t i o n s  o f  the p e r s p e c t i v e .

Sp e c i f i c  Family Qivironment*

On the bas is  o f  our l i t e r a t u r e  r ev i ew  and t h e o r e t i c a l  

d i scuss ion ,  we w i l l  i d e n t i f y  the s i x  f ami l y  environmentst

to form the bas i s  of  our study.

Family Size

In dea l ing  wi th a var iab l e  such as f ami ly  s i z e ,  var ious 

problems are encountered.  The f i r s t  quest ion posed in vo l v e s
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asking who should be included in a p a r t i c u l a r  f a m i l y .  Should 

we deal  with only the immediate c h i l d r e n  o f  that p a r t i c u l a r  

f a m i l y ,  or should we inc lude  those who are adopted? None­

t h e l e s s ,  most people dea l ing  with t h i s  v a r i a b l e  seem to have 

inc luded the immediate ch i l d r e n  o f  the spouses, and any e 

o ther  ch i l d r e n  who l i v e  wi th in  that  p a r t i c u l a r  f a m i l y ,  f o r  

example those of  r e l a t i v e s  or another  w i f e .

One o f  the e a r l i e s t  obser va t i on s  made was that d e l i n ­

quents usual l y  come from l a r g e  f a m i l i e s .  However, the term 

" l a r g e "  as used here l eaves  us wondering by what standards 

a f a m i l y  i s  eva luated as being e i t h e r  l a r g e  or smal l .  One 

f a c t o r  which stands out c l e a r l y  i s  that scho la rs  sees to have 

cons idered the average f am i l y  s i z e  in the t o t a l  popu la t i on ,1 V

or o f  the populat i on of  the p a r t i c u l a r  area, under study.

The Gluecks ( 1934) ,  used the average  s i z e  o f  the f ami ly  

in England which was 4.5* The i r  f ind ings  in th i s  study 

i n d i c a t e d  that the de l inquents  came from f a m i l i e s  with an 

average s i z e  o f  4.98, which was h igher  than the

in England. A s im i l a r  obs er va t i on  was made by H i r s c h i ,

(1969 ■ 239),  when he s ta ted  that "As f a m i l y  s i z e  in c r es es  

the l i k e l i h o o d  of de l inquency i n c r e a s e s " .  H i r s c h i  had used 

samples drawn from a sec t i on  o f  the j u v e n i l e  popula t i on 

wi thout  regard to t h e i r  known de l inquent  behav iour .

In t h e i r  o the r  study the Gluecks (1950: 220) observe  

that  " in  r e l a t i o n  to f ami ly  s i z e ,  i t  i s  r easonable  to 

conclude that  g r ea te r  crowding o f  the home meant increased  

compet i t i on  on the part  of  the ch i l d ren  f o r  pa renta l  a t t e n t i o n ,  

more l i k e l i h o o d  of  emot ional  s t r a i n ,  t ens ion ,  f r i c t i o n ,  and
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1 es 3 p r i v a cy  with r e s u l t i n g  sexual and emot ional  

trauma" .

Soc ia l  i n t e r a c t i o n  and emot ional  invo l vement  in group 

l i f e  and a c t i v i t i e s  are more intense  in smal l er  groups 

than in l a rg e  ones.  !The f a m i l y ,  as a bas i c  s o c i a l  group 

i s  i n - t h i s  case no e x c e p t i o n .  In tense  interact ion in the 

f a m i l y  should o f f e r  an atmostphere more conducive to c l o s e r  

parent  - ch i ld  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  thus r e s u l t i n g ,  presumably,  

in more e f f e c t i v e  soc ial isat ion and b e t t e r  i n t e r n a l i z a t i o n  

by the ch i ld  o f  what is  imparted to i t  by the pa rents .

However, though the above obs er va t i on  may be the case,4

we should keep in mind that  f a m i l y  s i z e  i t s e l f  a lone cannot 

cause de l inquency .  Other f a c t o r s  such as soc io-economic  

s tatus must also be cons idered ,  and f u r t h e r ,  we should 

cons ider  the i n d i v i d u a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  the p a r t i c u l a r

c h i l d .

S t a b i l i t y  of  the Family

The absence o f  one or 

f a r  -  reaching e f f e c t s  not 

on the parent who i s  l e f t  

pressure  brought  upon t h i s  

to p lay  both the ro l e  o f  

o f  the ch i l d re n .

The absence of  one or 

r e s u l t  of death, d i v o r c e ,  

the mother never mar r i e s ,  

These var ious  f a c t o r s  may 

as the "broken home" or th

bo th pa ren t s i s bound to have

only on the children, but a lso

al on e, due to the inc rease d

present  parent since he/she has 

fa ther/mo the r in s o c i a l i z a t i o n

both parents may occur as a 

sepa ra t i on ,  d e s e r t i on  or when 

thus remaining a s in g l e  parent ,  

r e s u l t  in what has been termed 

e s i n g l e  parent  f a m i l y .

%
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One of  the major r esearch  hypotheses has been that  a 

compl - t e  f ami l y  c o ns i s t in g  of  f a t h e r ,  mother,  and 

c h i l d r e n  i s e s s e n t i a l  to the development o f  a balanced 

and s o c i a l l y  ad justed  p e r s o n a l i t y .  " (Shulman, 1959:130)  

This  means tha t  the absence o f  e i t h e r  o f  the above should 

consequent l y  r* sui t  in an unbalanced and an a n t i s o c i a l  

personal  i t y  .

In the i r  19 34 study, the Gluecks had found a high 

inc idence  o f  broken homes to be the source o f  a l a r g e r  

number o f  t h e i r  de l inquents .  These homes were broken

by e i t h e r  d i v o r c e ,  separa t i on ,  death,  or by the
f

pro longed  absence of  a parent  from the home. This 

conc lus ion  by the Gluecks was supported by Wootton,

( 1959:123) When she concluded tha t  "a f a i r l y  l a r g e  

p rop o r t i on  of  the highly  m is ce l l aneous  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  

o f f e n d e r s  covered does not come from homes in which two 

o f  the parents are l i v i n g  t o g e th e r  in r e spec tab l e  

matr imony. "  This was in r e f e r e n c e  to her wide - ranging 

c o l l e c t i o n  of  s tud ies  which had been c a r r i e d  out in 

B r i t a i n  and in the United S ta t es .

When Hirschi,  (1969 ) ,  c a r r i e d  out a study using 

the s e l f  - r epor t  he found no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  

among c h i l d r e n  from broken homes, and unbroken ones.

We may, however,  hasten to po int  out tha t  even
*

wi th the absence o f  r e a l  parents  ( f a t h e r  and mother ) ,  

the  presence o f  a mo t her/f  at her f i g u r e  may help to 

reduce the impact o f  i s o l a t i o n  on the c h i l d ,  which would 

have been exper i enced  had there  not  been any such f i g u r e .



Furthermore,  the nature of  the parent  - c h i } d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

may matter even more.

L ev e l  o f  educat i on  a t t a in ed  by the parents

The l e v e l  of  educa t i ona l  a t t a  inment by the parent 

o r  parents i s  o f  utmost importance in i n f l u e n c in g  and 

determining the out l ook to l i f e  o f  the c h i l d r e n .  An 

under l y ing  assumption e x i s t s  tha t  where the l e v e l  o f  

educat ion of  the parents i s  low, l i t t l e  or no mo t i va t i on  

i s  o f f e r e d  to the c h i l d r e n .  The ch i ld ren  in such cases,  

show l i t t l e  or  no i n t e r e s t  in educat ion s ince  no 

mot i va t i on  is o f f e r e d  by the parents.  A f t e r  a l l ,  the 

parents usual l y  are the immediate r e f e r e n c e  group o f  t h e i r
vi *

c h i l d r e n , .  Parents who have a t t a in e d  a low l e v e l  o f
• j

educat ion a l so  o f f e r  very l i t t l e  or no guidance and 

superv i s i on  to t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  The ch i l d r en  are 

t h e r e f o r e ,  l e f t  on t h e i r  own in terms o f  guidance and 

su per v i s i on .

On the o th e r  hand, parents  who have a t t a in e d  a 

high l e v e l  of  educat ion,  presumably,  impart the mer i ts  

o f  educat ion to t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  who may f e e l  cha l l enged 

to emulate t h e i r  parents .  At the same t ime,  such parents  

f  eel th ey would want t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  to be l i k e  them in 

many re sp ects .

McCl le land (195 3) came up with what he r e f e r r e d  to 

as "achivement m o t i v a t i o n , M which Rosen, (1961:  74) 

sa id " i n v o l v e s  standards o f  e x c e l l e n c e ,  and such 

standards are t y p i c a l l y  l e a rn ed  from parents who urge
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"the c h i l d  to  compete aga ins t  these standards 

We may l ook  upon a high l e v e l  o f  educat ion achieved by the 

parents  83 a standard of  e x c e l l e n c e  which the parents urge 

the ch i ld  to compete a ga in s t .  At the same t ime,  the parents 

w i l l ,  presumably,  not  only emphasize educat ion,  but w i l l  

a l so  warn aga ins t  behaviour which they themselves would not 

cons ider  as "n o rm a l " .

In h i s  study,  Muga (1972 : 155) obtained data which 

showed that " o f  the 1171 parents of  the de l inquent  ch i l d ren  

29.7?° were i l l i t e r a t e ,  whi le 61.2$ had achieved an educat ion 

o f  between standard two and form three  ( e i t h e r  one or both 

p a r e n t s ) . "  In present  - day Kenya, t h i s  i s  a low l e v e l  o f  

educa t i on .  And cons ider ing  tha t  educat ion achieved  has a

bear ing  on the type of  occupat ion one w i l l  be engaged in ,
*

the s i t u a t i o n  would have been dismal in the case of  the 

parents  in Muga's study.  Today, the higher  the l e v e l  o f  

educat ion a t t a i n e d ,  the higher  one is l i k e l y  to be p laced 

in the occu pa t i on a l  hierarchy, , and the higher the 

soc io -economic  s ta tus .

Occupat ion of  the Parents

The occupat ion  of the parents i s  v i t a l  in that i t  

bears h ea v i l y  on the soc io-economic status of  the f a m i l y .  

Much of the r esearch  on occupat iona l  background and 

de l inquency has tended to come up with the view that  most
t

de l in quen ts  stem from the l ower  occupat iona l  l e v e l s  o f  

s o c i e t y  ( i e  -  l owe r - so c i o - e conom ic  s t r a t a ) .  Occupat ion i s
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most often than not, the d irect result o f educational attainment, and 

is  also d irectly  related to income le ve l. The greater the occupational 

precariousness, the lower the income the family has to survive on, and 

consequently, the greater the scarcity o f essential fa c i l i t ie s  in the 

family.

In their 1950 study, the Gluecks found marked fundamental differences 

between the fam ilies o f the delinquents and those o f the non-delinquents 

who made up the control group. "The fam ilies in  which the delinquent 

boys were reared were more inadequate in terms o f financial capability 

than those in which the non-delinquents grew up. The quality o f family 

l i f e  was also poor in the homes o f the delinquents as was reflected  

by their poor standards o f conduct." (Gluecks, 1950: 88).

However, the relationship between the socio-ecorfbmic status o f a
j

family and the delinquency o f children has continued to be o f concern 

to scholars an the subject. When Nye et al ( l9$7),  used a sample 

drawn from high school students to test fo r the relationship between 

the two (socio-economic status and delinquency), they concluded that 

there were no sign ifican t differences in  delinquent behaviour o f children 

frcm d ifferen t socio-economic strata. H irschi, (l969) also fa iled  to 

uncover any s ign ifican t differences between children from d ifferen t 

socio-economic strata.

The contradictions found in the above findings point out the need 

fo r further research which may help to c la r ify  the differences. These 

differences in findings, may be a result o f who scholars on the subject 

have used as respondents, and how socio-economic status has been 

defined/or measured.

Residence of Parents

In  view o f the fact that not a l l  parents reside together with their

36



children, the residence o f the parent or parents is  bound to have it s  

e ffects on the socia lization  o f the children. While some parents reside 

together in  one place with th e ir  children, i t  sane times happens that 

one parent may not be present at a l l  times. More often than not, 

as is  the case in  Kenya the father may leave the children with theii 

mother in  the rural area while he goes to the urban area to look for 

employment. In  this case, the urban residence o f the father is  only 

temporary since the other members o f the family reside in the rural area. 

Since the benefits o f employment are only received at the end o f the 

month in the form o f a salary (end o f month lB thB CBnvHntlena]timH for 

receiving one's wages), the father is  expected to v is i t  the children 

at home on a monthly basis.
I

A long absence by the father w i l l  deprive the children o f a father 

figure, and consequently, the ro le  he plays in their socia lization.

This may create a Void in the socia lization  process-since a setting 

for the parent -  child relationship is  absent. Also in cases where 

the family is  a single-parent one, ( usually-4the mother), the parent 

has to fend fo r the children, thus leaving them with no real parental 

care, except the one provided by substitute parents such as relatives 

or grandparents. In such cases, the children fe e l  deprived and isolated 

since their rea l parents are absent.

Muga, (1972) found that 58.5$ o f the parents o f his delinquents 

resided in  the rural area, while 41.9$ resided in  the urban area. Muga 

does not however, t e l l  us whether the parents resided with their 

children or alone.while the children were elsewhere. This could havet

provided us with some insight in to whether residence o f parents was 

related to delinquency o f the children. I t  nevertheless shows that most 

o f the parents came from the rural areas which have been rather neglected 

in delinquency related research.
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R e l i g i o u s  Commitment of  Family

In delinquency r e l a t e d  research ,  r e l i g i o n  has enjoyed 

the l e a s t  p o p u l a r i t y .  The view that  de l i quen t  behav iour  

may be the r e s u l t  of  the dec l ine  of r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  or at 

l e a s t  re l ig i ous observance has had l i t t l e  or no p u b l i c i t y .

Wootton (1959:93 )  p r e f e r r e d  to r e f e r  to i t  simply as 

"church attend nee"  in r e f e rence  to how often the 

de l inquents  s tudied attended church s e r v i c e s .  Yet ,  from 

what we know of the part  playea by r e l i g i o n ,  we should 

expec t  a l o t  more concerning i t s  r e l a t i o n  to misconduct 

(whe ther  j u v e n i l e  or a d u l t ) .

In Kenya, r e l i g i o n  i s  imparted’ to ch i ld ren  from an

ear l y  age to act as a guide to moral conduq.t. I t  p lays  a
«V <

v i t a l  r o l e  in the s o c i a l i z a t i o n  of the c h i l d r e n .  I t  t e l l s
j

them what one should and should not do. We should there-r 

f o r e ,  expect  a marked d i f f e r e n c e  between those

who do observe religion and those who do not.

In her c o l l e c t i o n  of s tud ies ,  Wootton ( 195 9 :9 5 ) ,  found 

that  "more of the de l inquents  studied were non-church a t tenders  

whi le the c o n t r o l s  were r e gu la r  a t t e n d e r s . "  Wootton did not,  

however,  re: er to the r e s t  of the f ami l y  members o f  the 

de l inquents in her sample and t h e i r . re spo nse to r e l i g i o n .

Mug a (19 72),  also found that a l l  Ms sC e l inquent  c h i l d r e n  

belonged to or -.ere a f f i l i a t e d  to some r e l i g i o n .  He did not ,
t

however,  venture in to  the quest ion of  whether the de l inquents  

at tended church s e r v i c e s  even though they belonged to a 

r e l i g i o n .  A f t e r  a l l ,  one can belong to a r e l i g i o n  and ye t  

not observe the b e l i e f s  and p r a c t i c e s  of  that  r e l i g i o n .
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For  one to determine whether a f ami l y  is  r e l i g i o u s l y  

committed,  a l l  members o f t h a t  f ami ly  must belong to a r e l i g i o n  

and attend church se r v i c e s  r e g u l a r l y ,  which in i t s e l f  w i l l  

be a p o i n t e r  o f  the extent  to which that  f am i l y  observe*  the 

b e l i e f s  and p rac t i c e s  of t h e i r  r e l i g i o n .

The above discussion on fam i l y  environments has so f a r  

he lped to show that  much of the r esearch  on del inquency has 

been ca r r i e d  out in s o c i a l - c u l t u r a l  contex ts  very d i f f e r e n t  

from the Kenyan one. The quest ion that  we may ask i s  whether 

the views advanced by these r esearches  would be a p p l i c a b l e  

to the Kenyan contex t .  We hope tha t  th i s  study w i l l  p rov ide  

t h i s  i n fo rma t i on .  This would be a pace forward in the e f f o r t  

to prevent  j u v e n i l e  del inquency among the ado l escen ts  in 

K enya.

H ypo the se s

Having i d e n t i f i e d  the main fa m i l y  enviroments which form 

the core o f  t h i s  study, we now turn to the hypotheses t es ted  

in the study.

Hypothes i s  1

The l a r g e r  the f ami l y  s i z e ,  the h igher  the l e v e l  o f  

de l inquent  behaviour.

H ypo th es i s  2

The l e s s  the fami ly  in ta c tn e s s ,  the h igher  the l e v e l  

o f  de l inquency .

Hypothes i s  3

The l ower  the l e v e l  of educat ion a t t a in e d  by the parents,  

the h igher  the l e v e l  of  de l inquent  behaviour.
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Hypothes i s  4

The lower  the soc io-economic  status o f  the f a m i l y ,  the 

h igher  the l e v e l  of  de l inquency.

Hyp othes i s  5

The l e s s  the frequency of v i s i t s  by .n ahsent parent  t o 

the c h i l d r e n ,  the higher  the l e v e l  of del inquent behaviour.

Hypo the si s 6

The l ower  the l e v e l  of  r e l i g i o u s  commitment of the f a m i l y ,  

the h igher  the l e v e l  of  de l inquency.

Opera t i ona l  D e f i n i t i o n s

The f o l l o w i n g  were the opera t i ona l  d e f i n i t i o n s  f o r  the 

v a r i a b l e s  in t h i s  stuay.
'N *

Fami ly  Size ;/
- j

In th i s  study, tot 1 number of  ch i l d ren  was ob t - ined  

by g e t t i n g  the number of  broth rs  and s i s t e r s  o f  the 

respondents,  and then adding any other  ch i l d ren  l i v i n g  in 

that  p a r t i c u l a r  f a m i l y .

Family s i z e  was then m-.de opera t i ona l  by d e f i n i t i o n s  

o f  smal l ,  medium or l a r r e .  In de t e rm inir.q wh e t he r a f ami ly  

was smal l ,  medium or l a rg e ,  we had to f ind  u standard on 

which to base th i s  eva lua t i on .  The standard which v.e found 

to be most use ul  and appropr ia te  was the average  f ami l y  

s i z e  obtained from the respondents who made up our sample.

We could however*, have used the average -ami i y s i z e  

f o r  the whole country but t h i s  was found to be too genera l  

and too bro d a measure, due to the many v a r i a t i o n s  in 

f a m i l y  s t ruc tu re  throu hout the country.  In using the 

average  f ami l y  s i z e  c a l c u l a t e  from our sample we made the
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assumption that  i t  cou d not have di 1' ered g r e a t l y  from 

the average s i z e  of  the family f o r  the area under study 

( N y e r i ) .

F amily In tac t  ness

This is one v a r i a b l e  which poses problems when i t  comes

to de in ing  i t  o p e r a t i o n a l l y .  However,  in t h i s  study,  the

o p e r a t i o n a l  d e f i n i t i o n s  f o r  t h i s  v a r i a b l e  were found in

the absence of  one or both parents in the f a m i l y .  This

absence of one or both parents in the f ami ly  could have

been brought about by death of  e i t h e r  one or both parents ;

by d i v o rc e ,  separa t i on ;  d e s e r t i o n ;  or when a mother never

marr i ed,  thus remaining as a s i n g l e  parept ;  or when both

parents  had abandoned the c h i l d r e n .  In a l l  the above in s t an ce s<«•

the ch i ld ren  would have been l e .  t with e i t h e r  one parent  o r  

wi th no parent  at a l l ,  thus l i v i n g  with a guardian or with 

f o  s t e r  parents ,  a prelude to a broken home.

At the same t ime, the presence of  both parents in the

fami l y  w.s a l so  taken into  account as an i n d i c a t o r  of f ami l y  

i n t a c t n e s s .  This i s in view of the . act  that  we did not  

probe fu r ther  into  oth^r f . m i l y - l i f e  squabbles which take 

p la c e  d a i l y .  We « * r *  more i n t e r e s t e d  in a f ami l y  s i t u a t i o n  

in  which both spouses were l i v i n g  t o g e t he r  with t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,

i n  presumably, what can be termed as a s tab l e  f a m i l y ,  o ther

th in  s being equal .
i

L e v e l  of  education a t ta in ed  by the parents

This va r i ab l e  was made o p e ra t i o n a l  by measuring i t  in 

terms o f  years of  schoo l ing  completed.  This was accompl ished
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by d i v i d i n g  these into  c a t e g o r i e s  ranging from none to the 

h ighes t  l e v e l  a t t a i n a b l e .  These c a t e g o r i e s  were:  no formal  

s c h oo l i n g ;  primary schoo l ;  secondary school ;  c o l l e g e  educat ion 

and u n i v e r s i t y  e . u c a t i o n .  These c a t e g o r i e s  app l i ed  to the 

f a t h e r  and mother e s p e c t i v e l y ,  where both were present ,  

and to the s in g l  e- par ent as the case may have been. 

Soc io-economic status of the parents

This v a r i a b l e  was measured by l o ok ing  at occupat ion 

o f t h e  parents .  The occupat iona l  c a t e 0o r i e s  comprised*, 

peasant  farmer or small t- a . e r ;  g e ne ra l  worker eg.  ho t e l  

maid, c l eaner ,  d r i v e r ,  etc ;  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e . g .  t eacher ,  

do c t o r ,  lawyer e t c ;  and senior  a d m in i s t r a t o r  e . g .  m in i s t e r  

d ip lomat ,  permanent s e c r e t a r y ,  b i g - b u s m e s s  owners, b i g-
t«.

farmers  e t c .  These c a t e g o r i e s  app l i ed  to ttf'e mother jad
j

f a t h e r  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  where both we e p resen t ,  and to the 

s i n g l e  parent  as w e l l .

Ca tegor i zed  in t h i s  w , the occupat ion of the parents 

ranged from low to high,  thus enabl ing  us to determine

under which ca tegory  the parents f e l l  in terms o f  so c i o ­

economic s ta tus .  We thus d i v i d e r  the soc io-economic s tatus  

measure into  th re e  major c a t e g o r i e s .  These are:  low, middle 

and high socio-economic  s t a tus .

Frequency of v i s i t s  by absent parent

This v a r i a b l e  was o p e r a t i o n a l i z e d  by l ooking at the
t

number of t imes the absent parent  v i s i t e d  the ch i lu ren .  i e ,  

the f r equency  of v i s i t s .

The i n d i c a t o r s  of  t h i s  va r i ab l e  were t h e r e i o r e ,  found in

such terms as: weekly;  monthly,  y e a r l y ;  or r a r e l y .  In th i s

way we were more ibl  e to gauge the contact  the absent parent
%

had with the c h i l d r e n .
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R e l i g i o u s  commitment o f  the f ami l y

In o rder  to m-ke th i s  v a r i a b l e  o p e r a t i o n a l ,  i t  wa s 

necessar y  to know whether the respondent  belonged to a 

r e l i g i o n  or not ,  and whether o ther  members o f  the f a m i l y  

be longed to the same r e l i g i o n *  We f u r t h e r  sought to 

know how o f t e n  the sub jec t  at tended church( :  r equency ) 

and whether the same mode o f  at tendance ap p l i e d  to 

o th e r  members o f  the f a m i l y *  For th i s  we used the in­

d i c a t o r s :  never ,  r a r e l y ,  q u i t e - o f t e n ,  and eve ry t ime .

A l l  the above l ooked at  in combinat ion enables us 

t o  determine how r e l i g i o u s l y  committed a f a m i l y  was s ince  

we could now place i t  on a continuum o f  commitment rang­

ing  from l i t t l e  or no commitment; some commitment, and 

high commitment*

L e v e l  of  d e l i nquency

The del inquency of  each p a r t i c u l a r  c h i l d  in th i s  

study could not  have been de f ined  o p e r a t i o n a l l y  by t r e a t ­

ing  each s i n g l e  o f f e n c e  sep a ra te l y *  This could have 

c r e a t e d  too many problems.  The l e v e l  of  de l inquency was, 

t h e r e f o r e ,  de f ined  o p e r a t i o n a l l y  in two ways;

( i )  By t r e a t i n g  de l inquency accord ing  to t ype o f  o f f e n c e  

engaged in .  This meant that  we summed up the scores  

o f  the respondents f o r  sevensubscales which stood f o r  

type of o f f e n c e .  These seven subscales  were:  a l l  t ypes ;
t

s ta tus  and pr ope r t y ;  status and per son s ;A s tatu s only ; CW* Sr‘ '
1 Qy&hkl* -M r ‘ j

proper ty  o n l y ;  persons on ly ;  and l e a v i n g  out those 

who f e l l  in none o f the above c a t e g o r i e s .

( i i )  By t r e a t i n g  del inquency in the form o f  a s c a l e .  In 

th i s  way we summed up f o r  a l l  twenty four  i tems o f
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the  de l inquent  o f f e n c e s ,  acco rd ing  to how a respondent  had 

s c o r e d .  We then proceeded to p lace  the respondents on 

t h i s  s ca l e  in terms o f  l e v e l  of  de l inquency which inc luded 

e i t h e r  none.mi ld de l inquency,  or high del inquency*

This second form o f  t r e a t i n g  del inquency was the 

one used f o r  major ana ly s i s  of  data.
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CHAPTER THREEE

METHODOLOGY

The Research Area:

For this study, the selected^research area was Nyeri d is t r ic t .  This 

is  because Nyeri is  a d is tr ic t  which the researcher is  fam iliar with 

and the nature o f the research required such fam ilia rity . A 

general background o f Nyeri d is tr ic t  w il l  help in providing a better 

knowledge o f the area, and the reasons why i t  was selected as the 

research s ite .

Nyeri d is tr ic t  l ie s  in the Central province o f Kenya (figu re  l ) .  I t  

has an area o f 3,284 square kilometers, and is  situated between mount 

Kenya to the east and the Aberdare mountain range to the West. I t  i s  

bordered by Laikipia d is tr ic ts  to the Nortfy Murangavto the south, 

and Nyadarua to the West.

Administratively, i t  is  divided in to seven divisions. These 

are Cthaya, Mukurweini, Tetu, Mathira, Kieni East, Kieni West and 

the Municipality (figu re 2 ). These divisions are themselves further 

subdivided into twenty four locations, and one hundred and f i f t y  

six sublocations.

The d is tr ic t  is  situated on elevation which varies from 1600 meters to  3GI 

meters above sea leve l. The so ils  in Nyeri are generally good, 

and the climate is  o f a moderate type. This affords the people the 

opportunity to practice agriculture, especially small-scale farming.
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The 1969 census had estimated the population o f Nyeri at 360,845 

persons. By 1979, this had risen to 486,477. The central Bureau o f 

s ta tis tic s  estimates the d is tr ic ts  annual population growth between 

1980 and 1990 w il l  be 3.65^ (Nyeri d is tr ic t  Dev' t plan: 1984 -  ly88. This 

figure is ,  o f course,close to that o f the whole country’ s population 

growth rate o f 4/2 annually.

One major indicator o f the socio-economic progress o f Nyeri 

d is tr ic t  is  that i t  lias ho famine r e l ie f  programme. The people are 

r e la t iv e ly  w e ll-o f f especialy in the divis ions o f othaya, Tetu,

Mathira, and Hukurweini. The rest o f the d is tr ic t  is  rather 

marginal, with the exception o f the municipality area. The four
t i

divisions o f Othaya, Tetu, Mathira and Hukurweini also happen to be
*

the major one s which have shown rapid strides in socio- economic 

developments when indicators such as health, incomes and social 

welfare are looked at. These four d ivis ions, forming the southern 

third o f the d is tr ic t , also are the most densely populated. The 

1979 census shows that this region had a to ta l population o f 370,42^ 

persons, accounting fo r 76.1/2 o f the d is tr ic ts  to ta l population 

(Nyeri D is tr ic t  Dev’ t plan: 1984-1988). This maybe due to the fact 

that th is region is  the most productive part o f the d is tr ic t .

The 1979 census also showed the sex ra tio  in Nyeri d is tr ic t  to 

be 234,405 males to 252,072 females, a sex ra tio  o f 92, which, in

Vour view, does not s ign ifican tly introduce much differences in terms numbers 

o f males and females. I t  may,however,be the result o f a higher male 

out-migration. Nevertheless, the sex ra tio  is  an important factor - 

for planning o f social services and institu tions a ffectin g  both males
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and females.

For this study, our in terest was centred around the '  

four divisions o f Othaya, Tetu, Mathira and Mukurweini. The major 

reasons why these divisions were chosen lay in  the batqrg o f our 

research in terest. I t  was our b e lie f that i f  we included the 

marginal divisions <tf Kieni East and Xieni West, more interviening 

variables such as poverty, drought and others would have been 

introduced. This is  because these two divisions experience the worst 

type o f climate, and.the lowest forms of agriculture. They

also show the least socio economic development. The municipality was 

excluded on the basis o f i t ' s  being too advanced in social amenities 

and other factors.
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Research Design

For this study, the sample survey method o f research design 

was u tiliz ed . A sample o f the juvenile population was selected 

without regard to their known or probable delinquent behaviour.

Cohen (1955:170) made the c a ll fo r research that would make known 

the extent o f delinquent behaviour in the population not judged 

delinquent. Ke observed that although "it has been argued that i t  

is  d i f f ic u lt  to approach a sample o f school-children not selected 

with reference to their known delinquent histories and e l ic it  from 

them fu l l  and frank accounts o f delinquencies hither to unknown 

and unsuspected, but with proper "build -  up" and insurance o f 

anonymity, school children are remarkably w illin g  to speak free ly  

o f their delinquencies".

j

In Kenya the majority o f adolescents who make up the juvenile 

population are to be found in primary and secondary schools. These 

school children are easily  accessible and have been used by various 

scholars in the f ie ld  o f delinquency (Nye et al ‘ 1967; Dentler  and 

Monroe, 1961; Vaz, 1967; Wise, 1967, Hirschi, 1969; Johnson, i£ fD  •

For this study, the sample was drawn from secondary schools in  four 

divisions o f Nyeri d is tr ic t ,  namely 0thaya> Tetu, Mathira, and 

Mukurweini. Primary school pupils wore exempted from the sample due 

to their le v e l o f understanding which might have acted as a barr ier  to 

responses, especia lly when one considers the techniques used in data 

co llection . *

There are twenty f iv e  government maintained secondary schools in 

the four divisions o f Cthaya, IJathira, Tetu, and Mukurweini.
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These comprise those fo r  boys and g ir ls  respectively. Prom the 

twenty f iv e  secondary schools fo r  both sexes we selected six nsing a 

simple random sampling procedure. Three o f these six were fo r boys 

and the other three for g ir ls .

Pram these six randomly selected schools, a particular class 

was selected. This part icu lar class comprised the sample in each 

school. To select a particular class, we used the principle o f 

cluster sampling. The reason why cluster sampling was employed was 

due to the fact that a random sampling procedure would have been made 

d if f ic u lt  fo r  the population we were dealing with. I t  would also 

have made our task more d i f f ic u lt  in getting answers from the

respondents due to the fact that they would have had the fee lin g
' ,r

that out o f a whole school, they were tbe ones singled out fo r  the
j

questioning. This would have made them fe e l  as i f  they are being 

victimised and therefore, afraid o f reprisa ls .

Also, in terven in g variables such as awareness would have been 

introduced. At the same time, and more important, a random sampling 

procedure from a school population would have required more funds 

and quite a lo t  o f time.

Moser and Kalton, (1971s101) point out that "whether or not a 

particular aggregate o f units should be called a cluster depends on 

circumstances." In  our case, the circumstances allowed us to re fer 

to the selected class as a cluster since i t  contained a number o f
i

students, the individual student being our unit o f inquiry.

The particular class that was selected in  each o f the six 

schools, was the form one class. To accomplish th is, we employed the
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principle o f purposive sampling. The reason fo r using the purposive 

sampling procedure was due to the fact that this is  the only class 

(Form one), that can be re lied  upon among a l l  secondary school 

classes. This is  because the form one s are fresh from the primary 

school into another revered atmosphere o f the secondary school and 

new authority. In these circumstances, they usually have a tendency 

o f being truthful in contrast to other classes. At the same time, 

foim ones f e l l  within our age defin ition  o f a juvenile, and had the 

advantage o f being the most able academically in answering our 

questions.

From each school, only one form one class was selected to foim 

the cluster in our sample. To do th is, we again used a sample 

randcm sampling procedure in schools where there was njore than one 

foim one stream, as was normally the case. The reason why only one 

class was selected was that we could eliminate the e ffec ts  o f an 

extraneous variable such as awareness o f the respondents when two 

classes were used. Moreover, headteachers were not ready to o ffe r  

two classes fo r questioning at the same time.

3ach particular class selected fo r inclusion in the sample had 

an average of 38 students. In a l l  then, our sample from the six 

schools comprised a to ta l o f 235 students. This comprised 51.2/a o f 

a l l  the form ones from the six schools which f e l l  in our sample.

'.7e considered this a fa ir  representation o f the form one s in  these 

schools.
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Techniques o f data Collection 

The Questionnaire

The major technique o f data collection  which was used exten­

s ive ly  in th is study was the questionnaire. This questionnaire 

was designed in such a manner that i t  contained separate sections 

dealing with questions on the family «nvirmnments under study on 

the one 'land, and with those questions dealing with delinquency on 

the other hand. Since our major respondents were secondary school 

students, the questionnaire v/as constructed in  a very simple and 

straight -  forward manner in  the English language. I t  was s e lf-  

adminstered fo r  the most part, with the researcher acting as a 

guide where problems o f comprehension arose. This was, however, a 

rare occurence.

The f i r s t  section o f the questionnaire dealt with the family 

environments. This section was des ired  in such a manner that i t  

conformed with our postulated family ■nvixBnmsnts. These were six in 

number. There were, therefore six major questions, each dealing 

with a specific  f amily  environment. In  order to minimise the occur­

ence o f miscomprehension and confusion o f the respondents', most o f 

the questions were constructed in the closed-type form. This meant 

that the respondents were given varied choices to select their 

appropriate answers. Open-ended type o f questions were used when 

more information was needed from the respondents.

The second section o f the questionnaire dealt with delinquent 

behaviour. This was actually a modified version o f the classic Nye 

and Shortj(1958) se lf-report delinquency measure with additional 

items (o ffenses) derived from Vaz, (1967); Wise (1967); Agnew, (1984) 

and Brown (1984).

%
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The reason why we referred to the delinquent behaviour measure 

as a modified version o f the one vised by Nye and Short (1958), was 

because we did not use a l l  their items, and at the same time, we 

added seme o f our own. In  a l l  other respects, the delinquent 

behaviour measures were sim ilar.

Dentjer and Monroe,(1961:733) pointed out that "the advantage 

o f self-reports rather than the traditional dichotomy o f institu tional 

versus non-institutional subjects,is that delinquency may be treated 

as a variable rather than an attribute. Socio-economic and cultural 

biases inherent in o f f ic ia l  judgements are avoided, as are the ef fect  

o f  socia lly  defining processes such as arrest, conviction, probation 

and incarceration." This was one observation which we used as a 

ju s tifica tion  fo r  this study, and i t  has been well expressed in the 

preceding chapters. We did not, however, overlook the lim itations of 

se lf-report data, as again expressed in the preceding chapters. 

(Chapters one and two respective ly ).

The delinquent behaviour measure used in  this study was designed 

to include abroad area o f juvenile misconduct. This broad area, did 

not, however, include several o f the more serious types o f delinquent 

offenses, examples o f which include rape, armed robbery and murder. 

The reasons behind th is m ission was due to the nature o f our 

population and the measuring instrument employed. The domain o f 

behaviour tapped by the delinquent behaviour measure is  not neces­

sa rily  the same as re flected  in o f f ic ia l  measures o f delinquency. I t  

should, therefore, be expected that i t  la rge ly  re flec ts  behaviour 

that is  considered less problematic in o f f i c ia l  social control 

processes, but nevertheless represents s ign ifican t behavioural prob­

lems among the youth. At the same time, the measure used was in con­

formity with our own defin ition  o f delinquent behaviour.
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The r e s p o n s e  c a t e g o r i e s  f o r  q u e s t i o n s  on d e l i n q u e n c y  w e r e  e l l  

the  same. T h i s  was  in  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  the Nye and S h o r t ,  ( 1 9 5 8 )  

v e r s i o n  o f  d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r  m easu re .  The r e s p o n s e s  r a n g e d  f rom  

n e v e r ,  once  o r  t w i c e ,  s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  and q u i t e  o f t e n .

Due to the  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  d a t a  w e r e  g a t h e r e d  u nd e r  norm al c l a s s ­

room c o n d i t i o n s ,  th e  r e s e a r c h e r  had t o  be  i n t r o d u c e d  to  th e  s t u d e n t s  

f i r s t .  In  f i v e  o f  the  s c h o o l s  v i s i t e d ,  th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  th e  

r e s e a r c h e r  to  th e  s t u d e n t s  was  done  by  th e  h e a d t e a c h e r s ,  w h i l e  in  

one cchool  i t  was done by t h e  member o f  s t a f f  who was on du ty  a t  

t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t im e .  The e s s e n c e  o f  c a r r y i n g  out  t h i s  e x e r c i s e  was  

to  e s t a b l i s h  r a p p o r t  b e tw e en  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  and the  s t u d e n t s .

The s t u d e n t s  w e r e  t o l d  t h a t  th e  r e s e a r c h e r  was h i m s e l f  a s t u d e n t  

from th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N a i r o b i  c a r r y i n g  o u t  a s tudy  on th e  p r o b le m s  

f a c e d  by  young  p e o p l e .  They  w e r e  r e q u e s t e d  to f e e l  f r e e  and to  c o -

operate with the researcher in answering his questions. Then the head-
*

t e a c h e r  o r  member o f  s t a f f  l e f t  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  w i t h  the  s t u d e n t s  to  

c a r r y  on from  t h e r e .  The r e s e a r c h e r  then  handed  out  q ue s t ionn a i r e s  to  

the  s t u d e n t s ,  then gave  them f i v e  m inu te s  to  go th rough  th e  q u e s t i o n s  

and c o r r e c t  any m is t a k e s  w h i c h  t h e y  e n c o u n t e r e d  in the  q u e s t i o n r f l i r e  

w i t h  the  h e l p  o f  r e s e a r c h e r .

The s t u d e n t s  w e r e  then  i n s t r u c t e d  by th e  r e s e a r c h e r  to  a n s w e r  as  

f u l l y  and as  c o m p r e h e n s i v e ly  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  th e  q u e s t i o n s  on the  

q u e s t i o n n a i r e  u s i n g  a p e n c i l .  They w e r e ,  h ow eve r ,  t o l d  to  l e a v e  ou t
4k

t h o se  q u e s t i o n s  w h ich  one f e l t  d i d  n o t  a p p l y  to him o r  h e r ,  and to  

ask  w h e re  one d i d  not  u n d e r s t a n d .  F u r t h e r  th e  r e s e a r c h e r  c a u t i o n e d  

the  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  the  a n s w e r s  one g a v e  w e r e  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  One s h o u ld  

not t h e r e f o r e ,  c o n s u l t  h i s  o r  h e r  d e sk m ate .  They w e re  a l s o  a sk ed  to  

t ak e  t h e i r  t ime so t h s t  one u n d e r s t o o d  th e  q u e s t i o n  a s k e d  f u l l y .

This exercise was repeated in a l l  the six schools visited and lasted 

for slightly more than f i f ty  minutes in a l l .
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Unstructured Questioning

In terv  iews were carried out with the headmasters and head 

mistresses o f the schools v is ited  by the researcher. In the f i r s t  

place, the researcher had to introduce himself and seek permission 

from the head teachers to question the students. Then the 

researcher asked the headteachers questions concerning the number 

o f streams in form one, and how man;/ students made up a class. 

Information on number c f streams was sought in order to help the 

researcher to randomly select one class to include in the sample. 

Information on the number o f students in each class was to enable 

the researcher to estimate his to ta l sample size.

Class teachers and other members o f s ta ff  who were available
»*

were also interviewed. The questions they were asked ••'generally 

added on the information gained from the headteachers. They were 

also asked questions which sp ec ifica lly  dealt with the behaviour o f 

the students while in school.

A l l  the headteachers and other s ta ff  members who the researcher 

managed to ta lk  to proved very cooperative. Other techniques o f 

data co llection  employed in the course o f th is study included the 

use o f available data. This v/as date gained especially from police 

records o f juvenile delinquents, and also from the schools themselves. 

The techniques o f data co llection  used in th is study proved to be 

very f r u i t f u l  s i n c e  they provided us • it,h dequrte date.

5 6

%



Techniques o f data analysis

In  this section we w i l l  ou tline the techniques used to analyse 

the data collected in this study. Since our data was both 

qualitative and quantitative at the sane tine, suitable s ta t is t ic a l 

techniques for qualitative and quantitative data were employed in 

tlie analysis.

Descriptive s ta tis tic s

Descriptive s ta tis tic s  were used to present and describe the 

data collected. In  using descriptive s ta tis t ic s  no attempt what­

soever was made to draw any inferences from what was observed o f the 

data. As such, these s ta tis t ic s  involved the computation o f 

measures o f central tendency and those o f dispersion. Measures o f
i •

central tendency and dispersion included the computation o f  the means o r  

a v e r a g e s ,  modes, maximum, minimum and range, together with percentages. 

These were used to compare the data collected in this study. No 

attempts were made to make any inferences from the s ta tis tic s .

In feren tia l s ta tis tics

In feren tia l s ta tis tic s  were also used in the analysis o f the data. 

These were used in the section dealing with testing o f hypotheses.

These kind of s ta tis tics  are used to make inferences about the to ta l 

population on the basis o f observed samples o f the to ta l population.

In order to test the hypotheses formulated in this study, we 

employed the use o f cross -  tabulations. "Cross tabulations 

simultaneously tabulate the sample on two separate dimensions. They 

do this in such a way that the reader can see the inter-relationship 

between a respondent’ s score on one variable (o r dimension) and his 

score on a second variable. " (P rew itt ;1975:110).
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H e r e ,  we c r o s s - t a b u l a t e d  th e  in d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  w i t h  the  d ep en d en t  

v a r i a b l e  to seek  f o r  a s s o c i a t i o n  b e t w e e n  th e  two.

The Chi -  s q u a re  s t a t i s t i c  ( X 2 ) was  u s e d  to  t e s t  f o r  s t a t i s t i c a l

in d e p e n d e n c e  between  the v a r i a b l e s .  Where  s t a t i s t i c a l  in d e p e n d e n c e

e x i s t s  be tw een  v a r i a b l e s ,  th en  t h e r e  i s  no r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e en  them.

* 2
The com pu ta t ion  o f  the  X s t a t i s t i c  i n v o l v e s  c a l c u l a t i n g  the

d i f f e r e n c e  betwen  no r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  c a l l e d  th e  e x p e c t e d  r e s u l t ,  and

'* / \th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  one f i n d s ,  th e  o b s e r v e d  r e s u l t .  ( P r e w i t t ,  1975:  154 )

2
The f o r m u l a  u sed  to  compute th e  X was  th e  f o l l o w i n g :

X 2 n io

E

Where E - e x p e c t e d  f r e q u e n t y

0 . o b s e r v e d  f r e q u e n c y

To t e s t  w h e th e r  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  an in d e p en d e n t  v a r i a b l e

2
and a depen den t  one was s t a t i s t i c l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  we u sed  th e  X 

d i s t r i b u t i o n .  For  each v a l u e  i n  the  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  an 

accom pany ing  l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  S t a t i s t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n e  r e f e r s  

to th e  l i k e l i h o o d  t h a t  a p a r t i c u l a r  f i n d i n g  c o u ld  have  happened  by  

chance .  We t e s t e d  our  f i n d i n g s  by  s e t t i n g  a l e v e l  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  0 .0 5 .  T h i s  meant t h a t  t h e  chances  w e re  o n ’ y 5 i n  100,  

o r  5$ t h a t  a g i v e n  r e s u l t  w o u ld  o c c u r .  I n  o t h e r  w o rd s ,  a l e v e l  o f  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  0 .0 5  means t h a t  the  f i n d i n g  i s  95^  c e r t a i n  and o n ly  

5/6 u n c e r t a i n .  Where the  l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  was  beyond 0 . 0 5 ,  the  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  was  r e j e c t e d  as  b e i n g  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  i n s i g n i f i c a n t .
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Problems encountered

In the course o f co llecting data fo r this study, various 

problems v/ere encountered. One o f these major problems arose when 

i t  came to sampling -  selecting which schools were to be included in 

the sample. This was because o f the fact that there are many 

secondary schools in ITyeri d is tr ic t . Pach d ivis ion  has at least a 

minimum o f six secondary schools -  government aided. These are fo r 

boys and g ir ls ,  while some are o f the mixed type. Cne had to know 

which are exclusively fo r  boys and which fo r  g ir ls  and those which 

comprised both sexes. Most o f this information was obtained from the 

education d ivis ional headquarters, and was not given so read ily . These 

giving the information were suspi, cious o f the intentions o f the 

researchers, but they eventually gave i t  with a lo t .of assurances o f 

good intention.

A fte r  obtaining the secondary schools, and selecting randomly 

those which were needed, another problem arose o f convincing the head 

teachers why the ir schools were the one s selected. Presumably, they 

did not think i t  a wise tiling to allow their students to be used as 

"guin ear-pigs" . In fact, in  one school, the researcher was told  to go 

back to the education d iv is iona l o ffic es  to obtain a written permit 

from the education officer. However, the situation was saved by a 

s ta ff member who happened to know the. researcher and what he was 

engaged in. This s ta ff  -  member managed to convince the headteacher
t

that the researcher had no i l l  intentions.
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A n o th e r  p r o b l e m  a r o s e  when the  h e a d t e a c h e r s  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  they  

had no t ime f o r  the  r e s e a r c h e r  to go a rou nd  and c o l l e c t  th e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  h i m s e l f .  In  t h i s  c a s e ,  the  h e a d t e a c h e r s  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  i f  

th e  r e s e a r c h e r  c o u ld  l e a v e  them w i t h  the  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s ,  the  s t a f f  c o u ld  

t ak e  them a rou nd  to  the  s t u d e n t s .  In  such  i n s t a n c e s ,  th e  r e s e a r c h e r  

had to  be  adamant i n  a c o r d i a l  manner and i n s i s t  t h a t  i t  was  o n l y  b e s t  

th a t  he conduct  th e  e x e r c i s e  h i m s e l f .  The r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  was p l a i n  

enough to the  h e a d t e a c h e r s . - A f t e r a l l  th e  r e s e a r c h e r  pointed out  to  

the  h e a d t e a c h e r s ,  he was  more c o n v e r s a n t  w i t h  what  he r e q u i r e d  o f  th e  

s t u d e n t s ,  and f u r t h e r m o r e ,  th e y  w o u ld  more l i k e l y  b e l i e v e  him when he 

t o l d  them t h a t  th e  a n sw e r s  g i v e n  w o u ld  no t  be  u se d  a g a i n s t  them in  any  

way s i n c e  they  w e r e  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  Only  the  r e s e a r c h e r  w o u ld  know how 

a s tu d e n t  an sw e red  h i s / h e r  q u e s t i o n s .  T h i s  a rgument co n v in c e d  

the  h e a d t e a c h e r s  o f  th e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  th e  r e s e a r c h e r , . c a r r y i n g  o u t  the  

e x e r c i s e  h i m s e l f .  In  most c a s e s ,  the  r e s e a r c h e r  was  then g i v e n  a 

s p e c i f i c  day on w h ich  he was  to  go and c a r r y  out  th e  e x e r c i s e .

H owever ,  e v e n ,  w i t h  t h e s e  p r o b le m s  and o t h e r  t r i v i a l  o n e s ,  the  

r e s e a r c h e r  managed to c o l l e c t  h i s  d a t a .

L i m i t a t i o n s  o f  th e  s tu dy

l )  T h i s  s tu d y  d o es  not  a t t e m p t  to  e x p l a i n  the  e t i o l o g y  o f  d e l i n q u e n t  

b e h a v i o u r .  I t  o n ly  s e e k s  to  e s t a b l i s h  the  e x i s t e n c e  o r  n o n -

e x i s t e n c e o f  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e en  the  s p e c i f i e d  f a m i l y  en v i ro n m e n t s
l :

and j u v e n i l e  d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r .  H o w e v e r ,  th e  f i n d i n g s  may have  

i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h o s e  who m igh t  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p r e v e n t i n g  

j u v e n i l e  d e l i n q u e n c y .  4



( 2 ) I t  is  recognizedthat th is study did not deal wholly with the entir 

juvenile population. For example, dropouts, who do not proceed 

to fora one were not represented. However, i t  was realized that 

dropouts at that leve l are generally very few in number to cause 

any far-reaching e ffects  to the findings.

(o ) File delinquent offences dealt with in th is study do not include 

the more serious ones such as v io len t robbery, rape, and others. 

Tills may be a lim itation as fa r as o f f i c ia l  defin itions o f 

delinquent acts are concerned. However, the delinquent offences 

included in  this study are ones which, nevertheless constitute 

a problem in  adolescent misconduct. They also form a basis on 

which the causes o f delinquent behaviour can be sought.

11
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CHAPTER FOUR

d a t a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  and d i s c u s s i o n

This chapte r  i s  devoted', to the p r e s en ta t i o n  o f  d a t *  

and d i s cus s i on  o f  th i s  same data.  For the most p a r t ,  the 

chapt e r  focuses on the d e s c r i p t i o n  of  our data accord ing  

to  the var i ous  c a t e g o r i e s  which w i l l  be o f  importance 

when we move on to the chapter  dea l ing  with t e s t i n g  o f  

hypothe se s.

The Sample Size

As waB p ro j ec ted  in our sampling techniques ,  we 

expected to obta in  a to ta l  sample s i z e  of  200 respondents .  

This  p ro jected  sample s ize turned out not to have been 

too f a r -  etched.  This was because,  a l t e r  c o l l e c t i n g  our
I *

date ,  we had a t o t a l  sample of  235 respondents.  These 

comprised both males and f ema les .  These respondents 

were d i s t r i b u t e d  in var ious ways throughout our f ami l y  

environments. These f a m i l y  environments inc luded f a m i l y  

s i z e ,  fami ly  s t a b i l i t y ,  l e v e l  of educat ion a t t a in ed  by 

the parents ,  the occupat ion of  the parents ,  r e s i d e n c e  of 

the parents ,  and the r e l i g i o u s  commitment of  the f a m i l i e s .  

The respondents were also distr ibuted va r i ous l y  accord ing  to 

the var ioue  types o f  o f f e n c e s  they had engaged in .  Such 

types of  o f f e n c e s  included running away from home,

s t a y ing  aw^y from school  wi thout permiss ion,  tak ing  things 

that  do not belong to one, and o ther  r e l a t e d  o f f e n c e s .

The respondents were a l so  d i s t r i b u t e d  according to the 

l e v e l  o f  del inquency of  each r e s p e c t i v e  r espondent .  These 

l e v e l s  of de l inquency were tased on each re sponden t ' s  score 

when a l l  the de l inquent  o f f - n c e s  were added t o g e t h e r .

The l e v e l s  o f  de l inquency ranged from l i t t l e  or  none to 

high de l inquency.
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Table 2 below shows how the sample was d i s t r i b u t e d

by sex

Table 2: D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  respondents by sex

Sex of  Respondent Cases % o f  To ta l

U l e s 119 50.6

Female s 116 49.4

To ta l  (N) 235 100.0

The t ab l e  shows that  there were more males, than females 

in  the t o t a l  sample. However, the d i f f e r e n c e  in 

numbers was qui te  m in im a l .  'We t h e r e f o r e ,  cons idered  

i t  as i n s i g n i f i c a n t  in terms of  in t r od uc ing  any b iases  

to  the o v e r a l l  f i n d i n g s .  I n f a c t  we attributed th i s  f  

d i f f e r e n c e  to chance because most of  our c lu s t e r s  were 

o f  equal s i z e .  The c lu s t e r s  in  our sample were student 

c l a s s e s  which comprised between 38 and 40 students.

In most cases,  students are normal l y equal l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  

to a c lass ,  whether they are males or f emales .  In any 

case ,  the number o f  males and females  in our sample was 

more or l e s s  equa l .  This may be due to the f a c t  tha t  

bo; s and g i r l s  attend school  in the same numbers almost 

in every part  o f  present-day Kenya. This i s  l a r g e l y  & 

due to the g r e a t  emphasis l a i d  on the at ta inment  of  

educa t i on . In t h i s  regard,  Nye r i  d i s t r i c t  i s  no 

e x c e p t i o n .  In terms of  age,  our respondents ranged
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from 14 to  15 y e a r s .  T h i s  i s  n o r m a l l y  the  ag e  a t  w h ich  s t u d e n t s  e n t e r  

s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  i f  o t h e r  t h i n g s  rem a in  c o n s t a n t .

H a v i n g  b r o k e n  down o u r  d a t a  i n  term s  o f  sex and a g e ,  we now 

p r o c e e d  to  p r e s e n t  th e  d a t a  i n  terms o f  o u r  f a m i l y  e n v i r o n m e n t s ,  and  

typ e s  o f  d e l i n q u e n t  o f f e n s e s ,  and l e v e l  o f  d e l i n q u e n t s .  T h i s  

d e s c r i p t i v e  c h a p t e r  w i l l  fo rm  the  b a c k g ro u n d  a g a i n s t  w h ich  the  

h y p o t h e s e s  w i l l  b e  t e s t e d .

Fam i ly  S i z e

As o u r  o p e r a t i o n a l  d e f i n i t i o n  i n d i c a t e d ,  we measured  t h i s  v a r i a b l e  

by the  number o f  b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s  a r e s p o n d e n t  h ad ,  then  added  

t h e s e  to  any o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  l i v i n g  w i t h  t h a t  f a m i l y .  In  t h i s  way ,  

we o b t a i n e d  th e  t o t a l  number o f  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  f a m i l y .

I t  was from th e  a v e r a g e  c a l c u l a t e d  from t h i s  t o t a l  t h a t  we d e te rm in e d  

w h e th e r  a f a m i l y  was  s m a l l ,  medium or  l a r g e .

Out o f  th e  t o t a l  number o f  r e s p o n d e n t s ,  i t  was  o n ly  i n  two 

f a m i l i e s  t h a t  t h e r e  was n e i t h e r  a b r o t h e r  n o r  a s i s t e r .  A l l  the  r e s t  

o f  the  r e s p o n d e n t s  had a t  l e a s t  one b r o t h e r  o r  s i s t e r .  A l s o ,  out  

o f  the  t o t a l ,  2 6 .4 ^  had o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  l i v i n g  i n  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  

a p a r t  from  t h e i r  own b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s .

T a b l e  3 shows th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  number o f  r e s p o n d e n t s  w i t h  

b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s ,  number o f  r e s p o n d e n t s  w i t h  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  

l i v i n g  w i t h  them a p a r t  f r o m  t h e i r  own b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s ,  and the  

a b s o l u t e  number o f  c h i l d r e n  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  f a m i l i e s .

From t a b l e  3, we n o t e  t h a t  the  maximum number o f  b r o t h e r s  and 

s i s t e r s  was 12, w h i l e  th e  minimum was 1. T h i s  means t h a t  th e  r an ge  

was 11. O f  th e  t o t a l  r e s -p o n d e n d e n t s , 180 had  between  4 and 8 b r o t h e r s  

end s i s t e r s ,  w i t h  an a v e r a g e  o f  5 .9  ( b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s )  p e r  f a m i l y .
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The h ighes t  number o f  o th e r  ch i ld ren  l i v i n g  in a 

f a m i l y  ( apa r t  from the bro thers  and s i s t e r s )  was 8.

This  was a ra the r  high f i g u r e  cons ider ing  that th i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  f am i l y  had i t s  own c h i l d r e n .  By cons ider ing  

the t o t a l  number of  ch i l d ren  l i v i n g  in p a r t i c u l a r  

f a m i l i e s ,  the average numbers o f  ch i ld ren  per f a m i l y  

was 6 .6 .  This was the average which we used to 

determine whether a f ami l y  was smal l ,  medium or l a r g e .

I f  a f a m i l y  had 4 c h i l d r e n ,  i t  was considered

to be smal l .  I f  one had between 5 and 6 ch i l d ren  l i v i n g

in i t ,  i t  was considered medium, whi le one with 7 and more
' i *

ch i ld ren  was considered l a r g e .  These f ami ly  s i ces  were
- j

to a l a r g e  extent determined by the average number o f  

ch i l d r en  ca l cu la ted  for  the f a m i l i e s  in our sample. At 

the same time, the fami ly p lann ing  campaign in Kenya i s  

emphasizing small  s ized f a m i l i e s .  The small  f ami ly ,  

according to the family P lanning  Associat ion  of Kenya should 

not exceed 4 chi ld ren .
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TABLE 3: Respondents with bro thers  and s i s t e r s ;  with  other  ch i ld ren

living with them and absolute number of children in families

A b s o l u t e  
No. o f  
C h i l d r e n  
in  the  
F a m i l i e s

—

Mo. o f  R e sp on ­
d e n t s  w i t h  
b r o t h e r s  and  
s i s t e r s

%
o f

T o t a l

No.  o f  R e sp o n d e n t s  
w i t h  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n

%
o f
T o t a l

1 3 1 .3 26 41 .99

2 10 4 . 3 20 32 .3

3 14 6 .0 7 11 .3

4 27 11.6 4 6 .5

5 44 18 .9 3 4 .8

6 45 1 9 .3 - -

7 33 14 .2 1 1.6

8 31 1 3 .3 1 1 .6

9 14 6 . 0 -

10 5 2 .1
J

-

11 5 2 .1 - -

12 2 0 .9 - -

13 - - - -

14 - - - -

N/A 2 m i s s i n g 175 m i s s i n g

100.0 100.0

T o t a l ( N )

f—---------------------

235 235

In this study, we considered the average size of the family in
b

Kenya as too general a measure of family size. This is due to the 

fact that there are too many variations in the family structure in Kenya.
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These  d i f f e r ' f r o m  one community to th e  o t h e r ,  such t h a t  an o v e r a l l

a v e r a g e  s i z e  o f  th e  f a m i l y  w o u ld  be  m i s l e a d i n g .

H i r s c h i  ( i 9 6 0 ) ,  u se d  th e  t e t a l  number o f  c h i l d r e n  i n  the  f a m i l y ,  

as  th e  m easu re  o f  f a m i l y  s i z e .  He d i d  no t  b o t h e r  to  b r e a k  them 

i n t o  e i t h e r  s m a l l  o r  l a r g e  by c a l c u l a t i n g  th e  a v e r a g e  f o r  k i s  sample .  

The m easure  u se d  by  H i r s c h i  s h o w * t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  the  

way f a m i l y  s i z e  has  b e e n  m easured  by  r e s e a r c h e r s .  T h i s  means 

t h e r e  i s  no s e t  p r o c e d u r e .

TABLE 4 :  R e s p o n d e n t s  Fam i ly  S i z e

F a m i ly  S i z e No. o f  F a m i l i e s ic o f  T o t a l  ( a d j u s t e d ^

S m e l l 83 35.6

Medium 68 2 9 .2

L a r g e 82 35 .2

N/A 2 ■ i  s s i  n g

100 .0

T o t a l  ( N ) 235
*

Our e v a l u a t i o n  o f  f a m i l y  s i z e  shows t h a t  t h e r e  was  v e r y  

l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e en  th e  number o f  f a m i l i e s  w h ich  w e re  

s m a l l  and t h o s e  t h a t  w e re  l a r g e .  T h i s  may b e  e x p l a i n e d  hy the  

f a c t  a l r e a d y  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  most o f  o u r  r e p o n d e n t s  came from  f a m i l i e s  

o f  b e tw een  4 and 8 c h i l d r e n .  T h i s  means t h a t  th e  m a j o r i t y  o f  them
i

w ere  c l u s t e r e d  a rou nd  the  mean ( a v e r a g e  was  6 . 6 ) .  T h i s  may a l s o  

e x p l a i n  why t h e r e  w e re  a s u b s t a n t i a l  n mber o f  medium s i z e d  

f a m i l i e s .
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Family S t a b i l i t y

As a family en v i ro n m en t  f a c t o r ,  f a m i l y  s t a b i l i t y  was  measured  

by w h e t h e r  a c h i l d  was  l i v i n g  w i t h  b o th  p a r e n t s .  I f  t h i s  was  not  

the  c a s e ,  the  r e a s o n ' s  f o r  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  one o r  b o th  p a r e n t s  

w ere  a l s o  s o u g h t .

TABLE 5 :  Who th e  C h i l d r e n  w e r e  l i v i n g  w i t h

Who th e y  w e r e  l i v i n g  w i t h No. o f  R e s p o n d e n t s % o f  T o t a l

Both  p a r e n t s 188 8 0 .0

Mother 38 16 .2

F a t h e r 4 1 .7

R e l a t i v e s 2 0 .9

O the r 3 1 .3

i
100 .0

T o t a l  ( N ) 235

P r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  l i v e d  i n  some k in d  o f  

f a m i l y  s e t - u p .  The m a j o r i t y  i n d i c a t e d  l i v i n g  w i t h  b o th  the  

p a r e n t s .  T h i s  may be  a r e f l e c t i o n  o f  the  a r e a  i n  w h ich  the  

s tudy  was  c a r r i e d  o u t .  C h i l d r e n  a r e  not  a ly idoned and l e f t  on 

t h e i r  own i n  th e  r u r a l  a r e a s  w i t h o u t  some fo rm  o f  g u a r d i a n s h i p  

b e i n g  s e t - u p .  T h i s  may b e  an e x t e n s i o n  o f  th e  K ikuyu t r a d i t i o n  

which v i e w e d  c h i l d r e n  as  b e l o n g i n g  to, w h o l e  Community. T h i s  

meant t h a t  i f  t h e  p a r e n t s  o f  a c h i l d  w e re  n o t  p r e s e n t ,  t h e r e  

was a l w a y s  someone to l o o k  a f t e r  th a t  c h i l d .
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By h a v i n g  the  m a j o r i t y  o f  ou r  r e s p o n d e n t s  l i v i n g  w i t h  bo th  

t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  we in  e f f e c t  had a m a j o r i t y  o f  what  we r e f e r  to  

as  " i n t a c t "  f a m i l i e s .  These  w e re  t h e  o n e ' s  wh ich  had bo th  

p a r e n t s  l i v i n g  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  The r e m a i n i n g  47 

f a m i l i e s ,  we may r e f e r  to  as  " b r o k e n "  o r  u n s t a b l e  f a m i l i e s  

s i n c e  b o th  p a r e n t s  a r e  not  p r e s e n t .  T h i s  a b s e n c e  o f  one  

o r  b o t h  p a r e n t s  was  what  the G l u e c k s ,  (1924); W o o t t o n ,  ( l 9 5 9 ) j  

and H i r s c h i  ( 1 9 6 9 ) ;  r e f e r r e d  to  as th e  " b r o k e n  home" .  In  

such c a s e s ,  th e  c h i l d r e n  l i v e d  w i t h  a s t e p - m o t h e r  o r  f a t h e r ,  

w i t h  f o s t e r  p a r e n t s ,  o r  w i t h  g r a n d - p a r e n t s .

The r e a s o n s  w h ic h  may l e a d  to th e  a b s e n e e  o f  e i t h e r  

one o r  b o th  p a r e n t s  a r e  numerous.  They i n c l u d e  d e a t h ,  

d i v o r c e ,  d e s e r t i o n ,  s e p a r a t i o n ,  a b a n d o n in g  op the  c h i l d r e n ,  

o r  a mother  r e m a i n i n g  u n m a r r i e d ,  w h i l e  a t  th e  same t im e
t *

b e i n g  a p a r e n t .  T h i s  l e a d s  to  th e  s i n g l e - p a r e n t  f a m i l y ,  i n  

a l l  t h e  a b o v e  i n s t a n c e s ,  the  r e s u l t  w as  t h e  b ro k e n  f a m i l y  

s i n c e  b o th  p a r e n t s  a r e  no t  p r e s e n t .

Out of our total sample, there were 20$ of such cases as 

table 6 shows.

Death  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  26 o f  the p a r e n t s  who w e re  a b s e n t ,  

thus  b e i n g  the  h i g h e s t  c o n t r i b u t o r  o f  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  th e  

p a r e n t s .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h o s e  p a r e n t s  who w e re  a b s e n t  as  

a r e s u l t  o f  d e a t h  were  f a t h e r s .  T he se  w e r e  25 in  number,  

w h i l e  mother^  w e r e  o n ly  3. The l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  o f  f a t h e r s  

b e i n g  a b s e n t  due to  d ea th  may be  e x p l a i n e d  by  th e  s h o r t e r  

l i ^ e  e x p e c t a n c y  o f  m a les  as  age  i n c r e a s e s .  Derowgraphic r e s e a r c h  

has  shown t h a t  m a le s  a r e  more p ro n e  to  d ea th  than f a m a le s  due to  

th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e y  l e a d  a more dem and in g  l i f e  s t y l e .  M a le s  a r e  

a d v e n t u r o u s  than  f e m a l e s  in term s  o f  1 if e  p u r s u i t s .  T h i s  f a c t  

shows i t s  e f f e c t s  in  the  d e c r e a s i n g  number o f  m a le s  as  they  grow  

o l d e r .  ,



TABLE 6: Absent parents  end reasons f o r  absence

Reasons  f o r  
A bsence Those Abs ent

Mother F a th e r Both T o t a l ^  o f  T o t a l

Death 1 23 2 26 5 5 .3

S e p a r a t i o n 3 8 - 11 2 3 .4

D e s e r t i o n - 2 - 2 4 .3

D i v o r c e - - 1 1 2 .1

N e v e r  m a r r i e d - 5 - 5 1 0 .6

Abandoned  C h i l d - - 1 1 - 2 .1

O the r - - 1 1. 2 .1

T o t a l 4 38 5 47 100 .0

S e p a r a t i o n  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  the  s econd  g r e a t e s t  number o f  

a b s e n t  p a r e n t s ,  w h i l e  r e g a i n i n g  s i n g l e  ( n e w e r  w o r r y i n g )  was  th e  

t h i r d  l a r g e s t  c o n t r i b u t o r .  Both s e p e r e t i o n  and r e m a i n i n g  s i n g l e  

may b e  e x p l a i n e d ,  b y  th e  many s o c i a l  changes  w h ich  e r e  t a k i n g  

p l a c e  in  Kenye .  W h i l e  r e m a in in g  s i n g l e  i s  a f a c t o r  w h ic h  has  

to  do w i t h  f e m a l e s ,  s o c i a l  chenges  have  t h e i r  e f f e c t s  on c o u p le s  

a f t e r  m a r r i a g e .  A f t e r  a c e r t a i n  p e r i o d ,  c o u p l e s  r e a l i z e  t h a t  

they  a r e  i n c o m p a t i b l e  as l i f e - p a r t n e r s .t
T h i s  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  i n c o m p a t i b i l i t y  c o n s e q u e n t l y  l e a d s  to  

s e p a r a t i o n ,  w i t h  d i v o r c e  occurr ing  as a l a s t  r e s u l t .  T h i s  may 

a l s o  e x p l a i n  why some women ont  to remain  u n m a r r i e d  even  a f t e r  

they  become p a r e n t s .  R a t h e r  than engage  in  a u n io n  w h ich  cann ot  

l a s t ,  t h e y  f i n d  i t  more l o g i c a l  to  l e a r n  to  depend on th e m s e lv e s
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from the  b e g i n n i n g .  The r e s u l t  i s  t h a t  th e  c h i l d r e n  b o rn  in  

such c i r c u m s t a n c e s  n e v e r  come to  know a r e a l  f a t h e r .

O f  h i s  1171 c h i l d r e n  Muga ( 1 9 7 2 ) ,  f o u n d  6?1 o f  the  p a r e n t s  

d id  not  l i r e  t o g e t h e r  as man and w i f e  w i t h  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  The 

m a j o r i t y  o f  them w e r e  d i v o r c e d ,  w i t h  the  r e s t  b e i n g  s i n g l e -  

p a r e n t s ,  o r  w i t h  one p a r e n t  dead .  These  f i n d i n g s  seem to  c o n f i r m  

our  own as  c o n c e r n s  r e a s o n s  f o r  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  the  p a r e n t s .

L e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a t t a i n e d  by  p a r e n t ( s )

E d u c a t i o n  o f  the  p a r e n t s ,  as  a f a m i l y  e d w i r o p m e n t a l  f a c t o r
¥*

i s  i m p o r t a n t  i4i m*qy r e s p e c t s .  In  o u r  c a s e ,  we w e r e  i n t e r e s t e d  

i n  th e  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a t t a i n e d  by  both ,  the  f a t h e r  and m other  

r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The l e v e l  a t t a i n e d  by  the  p a r e n t  o r  p a r e n t s  was  

bound  to  h ave  some e f f e c t s  on th e  c h i l d r e n  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  terms  

o f  m o t i v a t i o n ,  s u p e r v i s i o n ,  and g u id a n c e .

T a b l e  7 shows l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a t t a i n e d  by  t h e  p a r e n t s  o f  

our  r e s p o n d e n t s  r a n g i n g  from none to  th e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l .

TABLE 7 :  L e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a t t a i n e d  by  th e  F a t h e r  and U o t h e r

L e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a t t a i n e d F a t h e r % U o t h e r %

No fo r m a l  S c h o o l i n g 30 14 .0 39 16 .9

P r i m a r y  S ch oo l 63 29 .8 110 4 7 .6

S e c o n d a r y  S c h o o l 59 2 7 .4 45 1 9 .5

C o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n 48 ?2. 3 35 15 .2

U n i v e r s i t y  e d u c a t i o n 15 7 .0 2 0 .9

N/A 20 m i s s i n g 4 m i s s i n g

100.0 100 .0

N . P35 235
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More f a t h e r s  b ad  a t t a i n e d  a h i g h e r  l e v e l  o f  a d n c a t i o n  th a n  

th e  B o t h e r s .  A t o t a l  o f  122 f a t h e r s  had a t t a i n e d ’ *  l e v e l  o f  

s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  an d  a b o v e ,  w h i l e  o n l y  82 B o t h e r s  h a d  a t t a i n e d  

t h i s  s a a e  l e v e l .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  th e  mothers  w e r e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  

i n  th e  p r i a a r y  s c h o o l  c a t e g o r y .  These  f i g u r e s  a r e  i n  c o n f o r a i t y  

w i t h  o u r  own e x p e c t a t i o n s .  They nay  be  e x p l a i n e d  b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t

t r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  women w e r e  v i e w e d  as a s s e t s .  N o t  i n  t e r n s  o f  w h a t

l e v e l  o f  educa  t i o n  t h e y  h r d  a t t a i n e d ,  b u t  i n  te rm s  o f  how much

dowry they  w o u l d  f e t c h  a t  m a r r i a g e . c  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  more a e n  w e r e

s e n t  to s c h o o l s  i n  th e  e a r l y  y e a r s  w h i l e  wonen r em a in ed  a t  home.

Those  who a t t e n d e d  s c h o o l  n e v e r  went  beyond  th e  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l

l e v e l .  They d r o p p e d - o u t  and a w a i t e d  m a r r i a g e  by  th e  more e d u c a t e d

aen .

W i t h  th e  a d v e n t  o f  th e  haram bee  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s ,  and th e  

r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  i s  a v a l u a b l e  a s s e t ,  more wonen h a v e  

gone beyond  th e  p r i a a r y  s c h o o l  l e v e l .  A s u b s t a n t i a l  number have  

tod ay  a t t e n d e d  t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g  c o l l e g e s  and  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  w h ich  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  w e r e  p r e v i o u s l y  dom inated  b y  a e n .  In  r u r a l  a r e a s  

t h e r e  a r e  n o r e  women t e a c h e r s  i n  the  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s  t h a n  t h e r e  

a r e  men. The em phas is  p l a c e d  on the  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n  in  

Kenya t o d a y  i s  p a r a m o u n t ,  b a l e s  and f e m a le s  a r e  c o m p e t in g  f o rf

p l a c e s  i n  th e  c o l l e g e s  and  th e  n a t i o n a l  u n i v e r s i t i e s  on a  p a r .

I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  o n l y  2 o f  the  B o t h e r s  o f  the  r e s p o n d e n t s  i n  

our  sam ple  had  a t t a i n e d  a u n i v e r t s i t y  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  T h i s  

was r a t h e r  s u p r i s i n g  s i n c e  the  p a r e n t s  o f  o u r  r e s p o n d e n t s  c o u l d  

not  have  been  so  o l d  a s  n o t  to  have  r e a l i s e d  th e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  

e d u c a t i o n .  On th e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  they  n ay  no t  h ave  q u a l i f i e d  t o  s r  

e n t e r  the  u n i v e r s i t y  and  c o u l d  o n l y  a t t e n d  t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g  and  

o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o l l e g e s .  The f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  f a t h e r ' s  and  

m o th e r s '  who had  a t t a i n e d  a c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n  d i d  n o t  d i f f e r  v e r y  

nuch. T h i s  n ay  be  an i n d i c a t o r  o f  the  v a l u e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  to  b o th  

a a l e s  and f e m a l e s .  ,

A
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Hag* (1972) found that of his total subjects, 348 of thoir 

parents were il l iterate, while 717 had achieved an education of 

between standard two end fort three. This happened to be the case 

with either one or both parents. None of the parents had attained 

a level of education beyond secondary school. These figures were 

rather dismal in comparison to our own, but the time interval of 

14 years elapsed between the t**studies may account for the large 

discrepancy in the findings. Furthermore, Uuga only dealt with 

the children in the approved schools and remand homes in Kenya.

Our sample showed a varied range of educational attainment by the 

parents from no formal schooling to the highest level attainable.

Other researchers such as Getsels and Jackaon (l96l) ,  had 

dichotomised the level of education attained by the parents of i- 

their subjects into two categories. There were those who had r. 

attained college graduate training, and these who had not. This 

category (those who had not)were simply referred to as others.

These dichotomies were found to be too bread to be used in 

a country like Kenya where the majority have attained no 

graduate training. These would definitely fall  in the "others" 

category.thus making it  too large. Our awn measure of education 

enabled us to place the parents of our respondents in a wide range 

of categories. This facilitated the placement of the parents in 

the various levels of education attained than would have been made 

possible by the dichotomy used by Getsels and Jackson.

t

Occupation of the Parents

Our fourth major family variable had to do with the occupation 

of the parent or parents. Under our operational definitions, of 

this family variable, we considered f irst  the occupation of the 

father, and then that of the mother, where both parents were present.
X

O
73



F a r t h e r  as a e r o d e  m easu re  o f  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  we c o n s i d e r e d  

the  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  the  f a t h e r  and m other  i n  c o m b in a t i o n .  We t h e r e ­

f o r e ,  h a d  l o w ,  m i d d l e ,  and h i g h  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  c a t e g o r i e s .  

T a b l e  8 shows th e  o c c u p a t i o n a l ^ c a t e g o r i e s  u nd e r  w h ich  each  p a r e n t4  ̂*•*

f e l l .

TABLE 8 :  O c c u p a t i o n  o f  th e  F a t h e r  and M o th e r

O c c u p a t i o n  o f  P a r e n t F a t h e r v5 M other *

P e a s a n t  f a r m e r  o f  S m a l l  T r a d e r 104 50 .2 174 7 5 .7

G e n e ra l  W o r k e r 17 8 .2 9 3 .9

P r o  f  e s s i o n a l 68 32 .9 43 18 .7

S e n i o r  A d m in i s t r a to r 18 8 .7
i *

4 1.7

N/A 88 m i s s i n g 5 m i s s i n g

1 0 0 ,0 1 0 0 .0

N - ♦ 235 235

From T a b l e  8 ,  we n o t e  t h a t  th e  m a j o r i t y  o f  the  p a r e n t s  w e r e  

c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  the p e a s a n t  f a r m e r / s m a l l  t r a d e r  and g e n e r a l  w o r k e r  

c a t e g o r i e s ,  w i t h  th e  f o r m e r  b a r i n g  the  l a r g e r  m a j o r i t y  o f  b o t h '1 

p a r e n t s .  T h i s  phenomenon may be  e x p l a i n e d  by  the  f a c t  t h a t  the  

s t u d y  w as  done in  a r u r a l  a r e a ,  and t h e r e f o r e ,  as  e x p e c t e d ,  most  

o f  t h e  p e o p l e  a r e  r u r a l  p e a s a n t s  e a r n i n g  a l i r i n g  from t h e i r  s m a l l

f a r m s .  Such fa rm s  can o n l y  p r o d u c e  enough f o r  s u b s i s t e n c e  w i t h  th e

1
l i t t l e  s u r p l u s  b e i n g  s o l d  in  the  r u r a l  m ark e t .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  th e  

income i s  q u i t e  m ea g re .

T a b l e  8 a l s o  shows t h a t  more o f  t h e  mothers  f e l l  i n  the  

p e a s a n t  f a r m e r  c a t e g o r y  than  the  f a t h e r s .  T h is  may be  due to  the  

f a c t  t h a t  more m a le  head s  o f  h o u s e h o l d s  go to the  u r b a n  a r e a s  to  

s e e k  w age  employment to  s u b s i d i s e  th e  p r o c e e d s  from p e a s a n t  f a r m in g .
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The g e n e r a l  w o r k e r  c a t e g o r y  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  w a r y  f e w  o f  the  g 

p a r e n t s ,  w h i l e  th e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c a t e g o r y  a c c o u n te d  f o r  q u i t e  a  

s u b s t a n t i a l  number.
I i- *

G e n e r a l  w o r k e r  w a s  d e f i n e d  as  e i t h e r  h o t e l  m a id ,  c l e a n e r ,  

d r i v e r ,  e t c .  and such  t y p e s  e f  employment a r e  fo u n d  m ore  i n  the  

u rb an  a r e a B .  A r e a s o n a b l e  e x p l a n a t i o n  why th e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

c a t e g o r y  had  more  p a r e n t s  i s  th e  p r e v a l e n c e  o f  t e a c h e r s  (who  f a l l  

i n  the  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c a t e g o r y )  in  the  r u r a l  a r e a s .  T h i s  i s  s u p p o r t e d  

b y  the  f a  c t  t h a t  t h e s e  p e o p l e  l i k e  to  b e  p o s t e d  i n  t h e i r  home 

a r e a s . s o  t h a t  t h e y  can c a r r y  on w i t h  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s e s  w h i l e  s t i l l  

p u r s u i n g  the  t e a c h i n g  p r o f e s s i o n .  The s e n i o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

c a t e g o r y  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  v e r y  few  o f  the  p a r e n t s .  T h i s  maij b e  

e x p l a i n e d  by  th e  f a c t  t h a t  most  o f  th e  p o s i t i o n s  f a l l i n g  i n  t h i s  

c a t e g o r y  a r e  to  b e  f o u n d  more  i n  the  u rb a n  a r e a s  than  i n  th e  r u r a l
i  *

a r e a s .  Those  who f a l l  i n t o  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  u s u a l l y  h a v e  t h e  means  

to r e s i d e  w i t h  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  i n  th e  u r b a n  a r e a s  and  to  s en d  t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n  to  s c h o o l s  i n  t h e s e  same a r e a s .

When we t r e a t e d  th e  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  each  p a r t i c u l a r  f a t h e r  and  

mother o f  a r e s p o n d e n t  i n  c o m b i n a t i o n ,  we w e r e  a b l e  t o  o b t a i n  an 

ind ex  o f  th e  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  o f  a p a j r t i c u l h t 4 f a m i l y .

T a b id  9 b e l o w  shows o u r  f i n d i n g s  on t h i s  v a r i a b l e .

TABLE 9 :  S o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  o f  the  F a m i l i e s  o f  o u r  R e s p o n d e n t s

S o c i o -E c o n o m ic  s t a t u s  o f  th e  F a m i l i e s No. o f  F a m i l i e s 1> o f  T o t a l

Low 141 6 1 .0

M id d l e 48 2 0 .8

H igh 42 18 .2

N/A 4 m i s s i n g

100 .0

T o t a l  ( N ) 235
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The m a j o r i t y  o f  th e  f a m i l i e s  o f  o a r  r e s p o n d e n t s  f e l l  i n  th e  

l e v  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  c a t e g o r y .  T h i s  was  a s  e x p e c t e d  s i n c e  siost  

o f  the  p a r e n t s  o f  o a r  r e s p o n d e n t s  ( b o t h  f a t h e r  and  m o th e r )  w o r e  

p e a s a n t  f a r m e r s  o r  s m e l l  t r a d e r s .  The m id d le  and h i g h  s o c i o ­

econom ic  s t a t u s  c a t e g o r i e s  c o n t r i b u t e d  a lm o s t  an e q u a l  number o f  

f a m i l i e s .  T h i s  may be  e x p l a i n e d  by  th e  f a c t  t h a t a  s i g n i f i c a n t  

number o f  t h e  p a r e n t s  w e r e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  T h i s  happened  to  b e  th e  

ca se  w i t h  m o s t l y  the  f a t h e r s .  These  h e l p e d  a l o t  to  r a i s e  th e
* 4

s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  o f  th e  f a m i l y .

Mugs ( 1 9 7 2 )  had  f o u n d  t h a t  most  o f  the  p a r e n t s  o f  h i s  

r e s p o n d e n t s  mere  p e a s a n t s .  33.3/6 w e r e  employed (m e a n in g  they  

r e c e i v e d  s a l a r i e s ,  no m a t t e r  v h s t  th e  am ount ) .  1 0 .7 ^  more  

p r o s t i t u t e s  mho c h a r g e d  a f e e  f o r  s e r v i c e s  r e n d e r e d ,  w h i l e  14^  

had  no o c c u p a t i o n  a t  a l l .  M u g a ' s  s am p le  cannot  be  e a s i l y  c a t e g o r i s e d  

i n  terms o f  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s .  The o n l y  ones  who c o u l d  be  

c a t e g o r i s e d  a r e  th e  p e a s a n t s  and t h o s e  who had no o c c u p a t i o n .  The  

em p lo y ed  c o u ld  have  b een  c a t e g o r i s e d  a r b i t r a r i l y  as b e i n g  o f  

m id d le  l e v e l  s t a t u s  s i n c e  t h e y  w o re  known to be  e a r n i n g ,  w h i l e  the  

p r o s t i t u t e s  rem a ined  u n c a t e g o r i s e d  due to  the  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  w ha t  

th e y  r e c e i v e d  f o r  t h e i r  s e r v i c e .

R e s i d e n c e  o f  the  P a r e n t s

-At f i r s t  g l a n c e ,  t h i s  m igh t  a p p e a r  to  be  a c o n t r a d i c t o r y  

v a r i a b l e  i n  v i e w  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  stt ij ly  was  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  

the  r u r a l  a r e a .  H ow eve r ,  on c l o s e r  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  l i t  becomes  

e v i d e n t  t h a t  no t  a l l  o f  th e  p a r e n t s  who come from the r u r a l  

a r e a  r e s i d e  t h e r e  p e r m a n e n t ly .  Some o f  the  p a r e n t s  l e a v e  the  

r u r a l  a r e a  and go to the  towns i n  s e a r c h  o f  employment.  I n  most  

c a s e s ,  i t  i s  th e  f a t h e r  who go es  to  t h e  u rban  a r e a  w h i l e  the  m o th e r  

r e m a in s  i n  the  r u r a l  a r e a  w i t h  th e  c h i l d r e n .  These  p a r e n t s  who 

l e a v e  the  c h i l d r e n  sometimes  v i s i t  them now and then .
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I n  T i e *  o f  t h i s ,  we w e r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  w h e re  th e  p a r e n t  o r  i> 

p a r e n t s  r e s i d e d  w i t h  th e  c h i l d r e n ,  and a l s o  i n  th e  f r e q u e n c y  w i t h  r ' 

w h ic h  the  a b s e n t  p a r e n t s  v i s i t e d  th e  c h i l d r e n .  T a b l e  10 b e lo w  

shows w h e re  end w i t h  whoa  the  c h i l d r e n  ( r e s p o n d e n t s )  r e s i d e d .

TABLE 10 :  Where  and  w i t h  whoa th e  C h i l d r e n  r e s i d e d

F l a c e  

o f

R e s i d e n c e

W i t h shorn the c h i l d r e n  r e s i d e d -

Both  
P a r e n t s

M o th e r
o n l y

F a t h e r
o n l y

R e l a t i v e s N/A T o t a l % o f  
T o t a l

R u r a l 139 65 3 5 - 212 9 P .6

U r b a n 18 3 1 - - 22 9 . 4

N/A - - - 1 1 m i s s i n g

T o t a l  ( N ) 157 68 4 5 1 235 *

Jt o f  T o t a l 6 7 .0 2 9 .0 1 .7 2 .1 a i s s i n g 100.0

T a b l e  10 shows t h a t  9 0 .6 ^  o f  th e  p a r e n t s  o f  o n r  r e s p o n d e n t s  

r e s i d e d  w i t h  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  i n  th e  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  w h i l e  a  m i n o r i t y  

o f  9 . 4 ^  w e r e  u rb a n  b a s e d .  The m a j o r i t y  a f  o u r  r e s p o n d e n t s  

r e s i d e d  w i t h  bo th  p a r e n t s  i n  th e  r u r a l  a r e a .  Those  who r e s i d e d  

w i t h  the  mother  o n l y  in  the  r u r a l  a r e a  c o n t r i b u t e d  the  s eco nd  

l a r g e s t  m a j o r i t y ,  w h i l e  t h o s e  who w e r e  u r b a n  b a s e d  w e r e  v e r y  

few  i n  number. In o r d i n a r y  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  i f  a  f a t h e r  i s  p r e s e n t  

o r  l i v i n g ,  s o c i e t y  e x p e c t s  b i n  to  v i s i t  h id  s- c h i l d r e n  in  th e  

r u r a l  a r e a .  I f  he i s  a r e s p o n s i b l e  f a t h e r ,  he has  t h i s
i

o b l i g a t i o n  to  f u l f i l .

Mugs ( 1 9 7 2 ) ,  f o u n d  5 8 .5 ^  o f  the  p a r e n t s  o f  h i s  r e s p o n d e n t s  

v e r e  r u r a l  b a s e d ,  w h i l e  4 1 . 5 ^  w e r e  u rb a n  b a s e d .  Muga d i d  n o t ,  

ho w eve r ,  b r e a k  down th e  p a r e n t s  i n  te rms o f  who was  r u r a l  o r  

u rb an  b a s e d ;  w h e t h e r  i t  was  th e  m oth er ,  th e  f a t h e r ,  o r  b o th
t

p a r e n t s .  I n  o u r  c a s e  the  l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  o f  m others  r e s i d i n g
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i n  th e  r u r a l  e r e *  maybe e x p l a i n e d  by the  f a c t  t h a t  f a t h e r s  

u s u a l l y  l e a v e  the  hoae  a r e a  to  l o o k  f o r  employment.  T h e i r  

d e s t i n a t i o n s  i n  moat c a s e s  a r e  the  u r b a n  a r e a s  w h e re  they  

r e c e i v e  s a l a r i e s  to  s u b s i d i s e  v h a t  l i t t l e  i s  e a r n e d  from  

p e a s a n t  f a r m i n g .  T b i i  i s  the most common fo rm o f  o c c u p a t i o n  

among r u r a l  p e o p l e .

O r d i n a r i l y ,  s a l a r i e s  to  w o r k e r s  a r e  n o r m a l l y  p f i d  a t  the  

end o f  the  month. I t  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a t  t h i s  t im e when most  

o f  the  a b s e n t  p a r e n t s  v i s i t  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  i n  the  r u r a l  a r e a s .  

T a b l e  I I  shows how o f t e n  some o f  the  a b s e n t  p a r e n t s  v i s i t e d  

t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .

TABLE 11:  Fr e q u e n c y  o f  v i s i t s  by  a b s e n t  p a r e n t

F r e q u e n c y
No . o f  pa  r e n t s : 
mother o r  f a t h e r

% o f  
T o t a l

W e e k ly 12 2 9 .3

M o n th ly 14 34 .1

Y e a r l y 6 1 4 .6

R a r e l y 9 2 2 .6

N o t  A p p l i c a b l e 194 M i s s  i g

N . 235

100 .0

As e x p e c t e d ,  3 4 .1 ^  o f  th e  a b s e n t  p a r e n t s  v i s i t e d  t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n  on a m onth ly  b a s i s .  A l t h o u g h  no a t t e m p t  was  made 

i n  t h i s  s t u d y  to  know which  p a r e n t  v i s i t e d  the  c h i l d r e n ,  the  

f r e q u e n c y  o f  v i s i t s  by  an a b s e n t  p a r e n t  i s  s t i l l  an 

im p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  th i s  s t u d y .
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T h is  i s  b e c a m e  i t  h s l p s d  a s  to  gauge  how o f t s n  t h e *  c h i l d r e n  

saw t h e i r  a b s e n t  p a r e n t ,  and how o f t e n  t h e y  cane  i n t o  c o n t a c t  

w i t h  h im /h e r .  T h i s  i s  i m p o r t a n t  in  t h a t  i t  i s  an i n d i c a t o r '  

o f  p a r e n t  -  c h i l d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o r  a t t a c h m e n t ,  and c o n s e q u e n t l y  

i t  i s  v i t a l  f o r  s o c i a l i s a t i o n  o f  the  c h i l d .

4

R e l i g i o u s  commitment o f  J s s l l l

R e l i g i o n  i s  im p o r t a n t  to  c h i l d r e n  a s  a  g u id e  to  m o ra l  

cond u ct  i n  the p r o c e s s  o f  s o c i a l i s a t i o n ,  I n  t h i s  s t u d y ,  we  

w e r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  k n o w in g ,  w h e t h e r  members o f  the  r e s p o n d e n t s  

f a m i l y  b e l o n g e d  to  the  same r e l i g i o n ,  the  f r e q u e n c y  o f g c h u r c h  

a t t e n d a n c e ,  and w h e t h e r  members o f  th e  f a m i l y  a t t e n d e d  chu rch

9 9 . 6yG b e l o n g e d  to  th e  C h r i s t i a n  r e l i g i o n ,  w h i l e  0 . '4^  b e l o n g e d

though t h e r e  a r e  so  many d e n o m in a t io n s  i n  N y e r i  d i s t r i c t ,  a l l  

o f  them b e l o n g  to  t h e m C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h ;  T h i s  i s  no t  to  s a y  

t h a t  thefce a r e  no o t h e r  r e l i g i o n s  in  the  d i s t r i c t .  T h e s e ,  a r e ,

H i n d u i s m .

I n  h i s  s t u d y  Muga ( 1 9 7 2 ) ,  found  t h a t  a l l  o f  h i s  r e s p o n d e n t s  

w ere  a f f i l i a t e d  to  some r e l i g i o n .  These  w e r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  d i s t r i b u t e d  

i n  te rms o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  I s l a m ,  and t r a d i t i o n a l i s m .  . The r e a s o n  

f o r  t h i s  may h a v e  b ee n  t h a t  th e  s u b j e c t s  i n  h i s  s t u d y  h a d  b e e n  

drawn from  a l l  p r o v i n c e s  o f  Kenya  in  c o n t r a s t  to  o u r  own who came 

from one s i n g l e  d i s t r i c t .

95 .7 j f  o f  t h e  p a r e n t s  b e l o n g e d  to the  same r e l i g i o n  as  t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n  ( r e s p o n d e n t s ) ,  w h i l e  9 4 . 8 o f  o t h e r  members o f  the  f a m i l y  

( b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s  o f  o u r  r e s p o n d e n t s  and any o t h e r  c h i l d r e n

Out o f  a  t o t a l  o f  o u r  235 r e s p o n d e n t s

to a n o t h e r  r e l i g i o n .  T h i s  was  as we e x p e c t e d ,  b e c a u s e  even

ho w eve r ,  r e s t r i c t e d  to the  u r b a n
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who l i v e d  w i t h  thorn) b e l o n g e d  to the  seme. O n ly  a v e r y  s m a l l  

m i n o r i t y  o f  th e  p a r e n t s  o f  o a r  r e s p o n d e n t s  d i d  no t  b e l o n g  to  th e  

same r e l i g i o n  a s  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  T h i s  was  a l s o  th e  c a s e  w i t h  o t h e r  

■em bers  o f  th e  f a m i l y .  A g a i n ,  t h i s  was  a s  e x p e c t e d  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  

r a r e  to  f i n d  a f a m i l y  d i v i d e d  in  t h r a s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  a f f i l i a t i o n s .

T h i s  i s  b e c a u s e  each  a d i v i s i o n  i s  t an tam ou nt  t o  a d i v i s i o n  o f  

l o y a l t i e s .  When a c h i l d  i s  b o r n ,  h e/ sh e  i s  i n d o c t r i n a t e d  *nd  b r o u g h t  

up in  th e  r e l i g i o n  o f  th e  p a r e n t s  w i t h  such  r i t u a l s  a s  b a p t i s m s  

t a k i n g  p l a c e  when the  c h i l d r e n  a r e  s t i l l  y o u n g .  In  l a t e r  l i f e ,  

the  c h i l d r e n  may ( a n d  sometimes  d o ) ,  b r e a k  away from th e  r e l i g i o u s  

b e l i e f s  o f  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  to  j o i n  a n o t h e r  r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e i r  c h o i c e  

The r e l i g i o u s  a f f i l i a t i o n s  o f  o u r  r e s p o n d e n t s  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  

t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  i s  made more e x p l i c i t  when ene l o o k s  a t  hew they  

a t t e n d e d  church  s e r v i c e s .  7 7 o f  th e  p a r e n t s  a t t e n d e d  church  

w i t h  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h i l e  o n l y  23J6 d i d  n o t .  7 6 .8 ^  o f  th e  o t h e r  

members o f  th e  f a m i l y  a l s o  a t t e n d e d  ch u rch  w i t h  o u r  r e s p o n d e n t s  

w h i l e  a g a i n  o n l y  2 3 . 2 ^  d i d  n o t .  T h e se  f i g u r e s  r e f l e c t  th e  manner  

i n  w h ich  members o f  th e  same f a m i l y  a d h e r e  to  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f .

T a b l e  12 shows how r e g u l a r l y  o u r  r e s p o n d e n t *  a t t e n d e d  ch u rc h .  The  

m a j o r i t y  a t t e n d e d  r e g u l a r l y  w h i l e  v e r y  few  n e v e r  a t t e n d e d .  The 

r e g u l a r i t y  o f  c h u rc h  a t t e n d a n c e  c o u l d  b e  an i n d i c a t o r  o f  f a m i l y  

c o h e s i o n  in  t h a t  t h e  r e p o n d e n t s  a t t e n d e d  r e g u l a r l y  w i t h  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  

and e t h e r  f a m i l y  members.  In  r u r a l  a r e a s  such a s  th e  * n »  t h i s  

s t u d y  was  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n ,  the  m a j o r i t y  o f  p e o p l e  a t t e n d  church  

s e r v i c e s  w i t h  an u n b ro k en  r e g u l a r i t y .t
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TABLE 12:  F r e gn o n cy  o f  Church  A t t e n d a n c e

F re q u e n cy  e f  A t t e n d a n c e Ne .  o f  R e sp o n d en t s % e f  T o t a l

E v e ry  Sunday 82 3 4 .0

O f t e n 101 4 3 .0

R a r e l y 46 1 0 .6

N e v e r 6 2 . 6

100 .0

N 235

When we c o n s i d e r e d  t h e r e l i g i o u t  a f f i l i a t i o n o f  the

r e sp o n d e n t^  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  th e  a f f i l i a t i o n s  o f  o t h e r  f a m i l y  members,  

p i n s  th e  f r e q u e n c y  e f  a t t e n d a n c e ,  a l l  i n  c o m b i n a t i o n ,  we w e r e  a b l e  

t e  come np w i t h  a c r u d e  m easu re  e f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  commitment o f  a  

p a r t i c u l a r  f a m i l y  -  w h i c h  i s  shown i n  T a b l e  13.

TABLE 1 3 l R e l i g i o u s  Commitment o f  F a m i ly

L e v e l  o f  R e l i g i o u s  Commitment No .  o f  F a m i l i e s i  e f  T o t a l

L i t t l e  o r  none 36 1 4 .0

Some Commitment 56 2 3 .8

H ig h  Commitment 146 6 2 .1

1 0 0 .0

N 235
1

Even though  the  m ea su re  u s e d - t o  o b t a i n  T a b l e  13 r a t h e r  

c r u d e ,  i t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  a f f o r d s  us  an i n s i g h t  i n t o  how r e l i g i o u s l y  

committed  the  f a m i l i e s  o f  o u r  r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e .  The m a j o r i t y  o f

%
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our  r e s p o n d e n t s  ( 6 P . l ^ )  a p p e a r  to  h a r e  come from f a m i l i e s  w i t h  

a h i g h  r e g a r d  f o r  r e l i g i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  e r e n  w i t h  t h e i r  h i g h  r e g a r d  

f o r  r e l i g i o n ,  th e  q u e s t i o n  o f  how deep t h e i r  b e l i e f  goes  can o n l y  

be l e f t  to c o n j e c t u r e .

The Del inquent O f f e n c e s

I n  o r d e r  to p o r t r a y  how the  r e s  o n d e n t s  in  o u r  sample  had  

en gaged  i n  th e  v a r i o u s  o f f e n c e s ,  and the  f r e q u e ^ y  w i t h  wh ich  th e y  (y  

had committed  t h e s e  o f f e n c e s ,  i t  was  n e c e s s a r y  to show each  o f f e n c e  

s i n g l y .  By  sh o w in g  each  o f f e n c e  on i t s  own, i t  w i l l  be  p o s s i b l e  

to  a l s o  p o r t r a y  how many o f  the  r e s p o n d e n t s  engaged  in  a p a r t i c u l a r  

o f f e n c e .  The r e s p o n s e s  o f  the  r e s p o n d e n t s  w i l l  a l s o  b e  shown. These
a ^

w i l l  p r o v i d e  us w i t h  a b a c k g ro u n d  oh w h ich  to  b u i l d  on and make i t1 *
\ - . *

p o s s i b l e  to  d i s p l a y  the  l e v e l  o f  d e l i n q u e n c y  o f  the  r e s p o n d e n t s .
j

T h e re  w e r e  24 o f f e n c s e s  i n  a l l .  £ach o f  t h e s e  had  f o u r  t y p e s  

o f  r e s p o n s e s  r a n g i n g  f rom  n e v e r  h a v i n g  committed th e  o f f e n c e ,  to

h a v i n g  committed  i t  q u i t e  o f t e n .  T a b l e  14 shows th e  r e s p o n s e s  f o r
)

each  o f f e n c e  and th e  number o f  r e s p o n d e n t s  who f a l l  i n t o  each  

r e s p o n s e  c a t e g o r y .

T a b l e s  15 and  16 show the  f r e q u e n c y  o f  o f f e n c e s  committed by  

th e  m a le s  and f e m a l e s  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  and th e  number who f a l l  i n t o  

each r e s p o n s e  c a t e g o r y .
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TABLE 14: Frequency o f  O f fences  Committed by the Respondents

R E S O N S E S  TO THE OFFENCES

OFFENCES
Newer Once o r

TWi ce
S e v e r a l
Times

Quite
O f t e n

T o t a l

1 D i s o b e y e d  P a r e n t s 6 58 33 139

2 Ran a v a y  f rom  home 95 62 35 43

3 T ru an cy 63 40 63 69

4 Sent o u t  o f  c l a s s  f o r  m i s b e h a v io u r 72 111 36 16

5 su s p e n d e d  o r  Exp&iled f rom  S choo l 211 19 3 2

0 C heated  on any c l a s s  t e s t 100 83 39 13

7 Smoked w h i l e  i n  S ch oo l  o r  a$ home 167 19 32 17

8 Drank  b e e r ,  b o u g h t  o r  even  t r i e d  to 170 49 13 3

9 Taken ,  u sed  o r  s o l d  d r u g s 233 2 - -

10 P i c k e d  up b y  P o l i c e  o r  p u t  on

P r o b a t i o n 233 1 1 -

11 Gone to  p a r t i e s / d a n c e s  w i t h o u t
p e r m i s s i o n 87 59 ' 64 25

12 D r i v e n  a c a r  w i t h o u t  a  l i c e n c e 221 7 3 4

13 Taken l i t t l e  t h i n g s  no t  b e l o n g  to
you 14 71 35 115

14 Taken v a l u a b l e  t h i n g s  no t  b e l o n g
to  you 148 60 22 5

15 Damaged, d e s t r o y e d  p r i v a t e / p u b l i c
p r o p e r t y 133 61 39 2

16 Engaged in  T r e s p a s s 30 44 43 112

12 Broken  i n t o / t r i e d  t o ,  b u i ] d i n g >
t o  s t e a l 227 5 3 -

18 S e t  f i r e s  i n  p l a c e s  th e y  s h o u ld
no t  be 200 29 5 1

19 Been i n  a f i s t - f i g h t 90 83 28 34

20 Taken p a r t  i n  g a n g - f i g h t 219 11 2 3

21 B e a te n  up c h i l d r e n  done, n o t h i n g  
to  you 85 79 44 29

22 H i t  y o u r  mother  o r  f a t h e r 231 3 1 -

23 Used f o r c e  o r  t h r e a t s  to  g e t  
s o m e th in g 12? 39 45 29

24 C o n c e a l e d  weapon  on y o u r  p e r s o n

T o t a l s

171 41 16 7

3328 1036 624 671

___i
N -

i--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
235
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Out o f  th e  24 o f f e n c e s  shown i n  t a b l e  14, each  had been  

commited,  i f  no t  q u i t e  o f t e n ,  then  a t  l e a ^ t  once  o r  t w i c e .  I n  ' 

f a c t ,  i t  was o n l y  o f f e n c e s  number 0 and 10 ( t a k e n ,  u sed  o r  s o l d  

d r u g s ,  and b e i n g  p i c k e d  up by p o l i c e  o r  p u t  on p r o b a t i o n ) ,  wh ich  

had no t  been committed  w i t h  such  f r e q u e n c y  as  th e  o t h e r  o f f e n c e s .  

O n ly  2 o f  the r e s p o n d e n t s  had once  o r  t w i c e  e i t h e r  u s e d ,  o r  s o l d  

d r u g s ,  w h i l e  a n o t h e r  2 r e p o r t e d  h a w in g  been  p i c k e d  up by the  

p o l i c e  o r  p u t  on p r o b a t i o n .  One o f  t h e s e  2 r e s p o n d e n t s  had  come i n  

c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  p o l i c e  once  o r  t w i c e ,  w h i l e  th e  o t h e r  had  done  so  

s e v e r a l  t im e s .

W i t h  th e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  the  abowe two o f f e n c e s ,  t h e  

r e s p o n d e n t s  i n d i c a t e d  h a w in g  committed  th e  o f f e n c e B  w i t h  a 

s i g n i f i c a n t  f r e q u e n c y .  T h i s  was  s i m i l a r  t o  th e  f i n d i n g  r e p o r t e d  by  

Nye e t  a l  ( 1 9 6 7 ) ,  V a i ,  ( 1 9 6 7 ) ;  Brown, ( l » 8 4 ) .

Ewen though  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  a r e  q u i t e  u s e f u l ,  th e y  a r e  n o t  so  

m e a n in g fu l  i n  terms o f  a n a l y s i s .  In  th e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  t h e y  w o u ld  

hawe p o s e d  p r o b l e m s  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i f  each o f f e n c e  was  c o n s i d e r e d  

on i t s  own. P r e s e n t e d  as  th e y  w e r e  i n  t a b l e  14, they  n e w e r t h e l e s s  

o f f e r e d  us a g e n e r a l  o v e r w ie w  o f  th e  f r e q u e n c e y  w i t h  w h ic h  our  

r e s p o n d e n t s  had e n g a g e d  i n  th e  o f f e n c e s .

When t h e s e  f i g u r e s  w e r e  b ro k e n  down by s e x ,  i t  became c l e a r  

w h ich  g e n d e r  had en g a g e d  i n  what  o f f e n c e  and w i t h  w ha t  f r e q u e n c y .

The r e s u l t s  a r e  shown in  t a b l e s ,  15 and 16 f o r  m a le s  and f e m a l e s  

r e s p e c t i w e l y .
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TABLE 15: Frequency o f  O f fences  Committed by Males

RESPONSE CATEGORY ( F r e q u e n c y )

OFFENCES
(

N e v e r Once
or

T w ice

S e v e r a l
T imes

Shiite
O f t e n

T o t a l

1 D i s o b e y e d  y o u r  p a r e n t s 3 27 18 71

2 Ran away f ro m  h o m e/s tay ed  o u t  a l l  n i g h t 45 37 20 17

3 S tay ed  away f rom  s c h o o l  w i t h o u t  
p e r m i s s i o n 27 30 33 29

4 Sen t  ou t  o f  c l a s s  f o r  m i s b e h a v in g 40 62 12 5

5 Suspended  f rom  ( o r  e x p e l l e d )  s c h o o l 104 14 - 1

6 C heated  on any  c l a s s  t e s t 58 41 15 5

7 Smoked w h i l e  i n  s c h o o l  o r  a t  home 54 16 32 17

8 D ra n k ,  t r i e d  to  b u y ,  o r  b ough t  b e e r 65 39 12 3

9 Taken ,  u s e d  o r  s o l d  d r u g s 117 2 - -

10 P i c k e d  up by p o l i c e  o r  p u t  on p r o b a t i o n 117 1 1 -

11 Gone to  p a r t i e s  o r  d a n c e s  w i t h o u t  
p e r m i s s i o n 38 35 v  36 10

12 D r i v e n  w i t h o u t  a l i c e n c e 106 7 3 3

13 Taken l i t t l e  t h i n g s  no t  b e l o n g i n g  to you 4 36 22 57

14 Taken t h i n g s  o f  v a l u e  no t  b e l o n g i n g

t o  you 68 41 28 2

15 Damaged,  d e s t r o y e d  p u b l i c / p r i v a t e  p 
p r o p e r t y 55 35 27 2

16 Engaged i n  t r e s p a s s 13 21 23 62

17 B ro k e n in t o / t r i e d  to), b u i l d i n g  to  s t e a l 113 f.4 2 -

18 S a t  f i r e s  in  p i e c e s  t h e y  sh o u ld  not  be 91 23 4 1

19 Been in  e f i s t - f i g h t 27 44 18 30

20 Taken p a r t  i n  g a n g - f i g h t s 104 11 1 3

21 B ea te n  up c h i l d r e n  done n o t h i n g  to. you 42 42 19 16

22 H i t  y o u r  mother  o r  f a t h e r 116 2 1 -

23 U sed  f o r c e  o r  t h r e a t s  to g e t  s om eth in g 72 20 20 7

24 C o n c e a l e d  a weapon  on youi; p e r s o n 84 20 11 4

T o t a l 1563 610 338 345

N . 119
—
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TABLE 16 ’ Frequency o f  O f fences  Committed by Females

IESP ONCE CATEGORY (

OFFENCES

N e v e r Once
o r

T w ice

S e v e r a l

Times

Q u ite

O f t e n

T o t a l

1 D i s o b e y e d  y o u r  p a r e n t s 3 31 15 67

2 Ben away f rom  hom e/s tayed  o u t  a l l  n i g h t 50 25 15 26

3 S t a y e d  away f r o n  s c h o o l  w i t h o u t  p e r m i s s i on 36 10 30 40

4 S en t  o u t  o f  c l a s s  f o r  m i s b e h a v in g 32 49 24 11

5 Suspended  from  ( o r  e x p e l l e d )  s c h o o l 107 5 3 1

6 C heated  on any c l a s s  t e s t 42 42 24 8

7 Smoked w h i l e  i n  s c h o o l  o r  a t  home 113 3 . — —

8 D rank ,  t r i e d  to b u y , o r  bo u g h t  b e e r 105 10 1 -

9 Taken ,  u sed  o r  t o l d  d r u g s 116 - - -

10 P i c k e d  up by  p o l i c e  o r  p u t  on p r o b a t i o n 116 - - -

11 Gone to  p a r t i e s  o r  d a n ce s  w i t h o u t
p e r m i s s i o n 49 24 28 15

12 D r i v e n  a c a r  w i t h o u t  a l i c e n c e 115 -■ 1

13 Taken l i t t l e  t h i n g s  not  b e l o n g i n g  t o  you 10 35 13 58

14 Taken t h i n g s  o f  v a l u e  not  b e l o n g i n g

to  you 80 19 14 3

15 Damaged,  d e s t r o y e d  p u b l i c / p r i v a t e
p r o v e r t y 78 26 12

16 Engaged  in  t r e s p a s s 17 23 20 56

17 B ro k en  i n t o / t r i e d  to), b u i l d i n g  to  s t e a l 114 1 1 r

18 S e t  f i r e s  to  p l a c e s  th e y  s h o u l d  n o t  be 109 6 1 -

19 Been i n  a f i s t - f i g h t 63 39 10 4

20 Taken p a r t  i n  g a n g - f i g h t s 114 1 1 -

21 B e a t e n  up c h i l d r e n  done n o t h i n g  to  you 43 37 25 11

?2 H i t  y o u r  mother o r  f a t h e r 116 - - -

23 U s e d  f o r c e  o r  t h r e a t s  to g e t  s o m e th in g 51 19 24 22

24 C o n c e a l e d  a weapon on y o u r  p e r s o n 87 21 5 3

T o t a l s
t

1786 426 286 326

N - 116
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T a b l e s  15 and 16 show t i n t  w i t h  few  e x c e p t i o n s ,  m a les  and 

f e m a l e s  had committed  the  v a r i o u s  o f f e n c e s  w i t h  a lm o s t  e q u a l  

f r e q u e n c y ,  H ow eve r ,  o f f i c i a l  s o u r c e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  th e  l e v e l  

o f  f e m a l e  d e l i n q u e n c y  i s  v e r y  low .

The f i g u r e s  in  t a b l e  16 show t h a t  i t  i s  o n l y  i n  t h r e e  o f  

the  more s e r i o u s  o f f e n c e s  t h r t  the  f e m a l e s  had n e v e r  e n g a g e d .

These  t h r e e  w e r e :  t a k i n g ,  u s i n g  o r  s e l l i n g  d r u g s ;  b e i n g  

p i c k e d  up by  p o l i c e  o r  p u t  on p r o b a t i o n ;  and h a v i n g  e v e r  b i t  y o u r

mother o r  f a t h e r .  The m a les  had e n ga ge d  i n  a l l  t h e s e  t h r e e
✓

o f f e n c e s  though  w i t h  a v e r y  low f r e q u e n c y .  A p a r t  from  th e  

above  t h r e e ,  a c o m p a r i s o n  o f  the  two t a b l e s  shows t h a t  th e  

f r e q u e n c y  o f  c o m m it t in g  o f f e n c e s  d i d  no t  d i f f e r  v e r y  much betw een  

the  s e x e s ,  w h ich  i s  c o n t r a r y  to  p o p u l a r  b e l i e f  t h a f  f e m a l e  

d e l i n q u e n c y  i s  n e g l i g i b l e .  T h i s  was  s i m i l a r  to  th e  f i n d i n g  

r e p o r t e d  by  W i s e  ( 1 9 6 7 ) ^ i n  h e r  s tu d y  on d e l i n q u e n c y  among
■ j

m i d d l e - c l a s s  g i r l s .

A l t h o u g h  th e  f r e q u e n c i e s  f o r  e n g a g i n g  i n  o f f e n c e s  d i f f e r e d ,  

o u r  f i n d i n g s  i n d i c a t e d  the  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  r a t i o  b e t w e e n  m a les  and  

f e m a le s  was  not  a s  g r e a t  as  o f f i c i a l  s o u r c e s  seem to  i n d i c a t e .

The males  i n  o u r  sam p le  r e p o r t e d  h a v i n g  committed  the  o f f e n c e s  

more o f t e n  than  th e  f e m a l e s .  T h i s  may e x p l a i n  why even o f f i c i a l  

s o u r c e s  show more m a les  than f e m a l e s .  Due to  t h e i r  h i g h e r  

f r e q u e n c y  i n  c o m m it t in g  th e  o f f e n c e s ,  the  m a le s  a r e  more p r o n e  

to  a p p r e h e n s i o n .

Types  o r  N a t u r e  o f  O f f e n c e
l

The ;kype o r  n a t u r e  o f  o f f e n c e  w i l l  b e  p o r t r a y e d  i n  te rm s  o f  

how many o f  o u r  r e s p o n d e n t s  engaged  i n  w h a t  t yp e  o f  o f f e n c e , .

These  w i l l  then  be  shown a c c o r d i n g  to  t y p e  o f  o f f e n c e  and  

sex o f  r e s p o n d e n t .  I n  t h i s  c a se  we w i l l  have  e i t h e r  s t a t u s ,

p r p p e r t y ,  o r  p e r s o n s  o f f e n c e s ,  o r  a c o m b in a t io n  o f  a l l  t y p e s
$

o f  o f f e n c e ,  o r  two o f  them such a s  s t a t u s - p r o p e r t y ,  s t a t u s - p e r s o n s ,
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o r  p e r s o n a - p r o p e r t y .  I n  e l l ,  we w i l l  have  7 d i f f e r e n t  c a t e g o r i e s  

f o r  t y p e s  o f  o f f e n c e s  the  r e s p o n d e n t s  c o u ld  have  en ga ge d  i n .

By t r e a t i n g  t h e s e  t y p e s  o f  o f f e n c e s  i n  t h i s  way ,  we w i l l  be  

u t i l i z i n g  a v a r i a t i o n  o f  the  Brown ( 1 9 8 4 )  s u b s c a l e  o f  o f f e n c e s  

which  had f o u r  t y p e s  o f  o f f e n c e s  o r  s u b s c a l e s .  T a b l e  17 

shows th e  t y p e s  o f  o f f e n c e s  i n  g e n e r a l ,  w h i l e  T a b l e  18 shows  

the  t y p e s  o f  o f f e n c e s  by  s ex .

TABLE 17:  Types  o f  O f f e n c e s  Engaged in

Type o f  O f f e n c e  Engaged  in

---------------------------------------------

No.  o f  R e sp on d en ts ^ o f  T o t a l

A l l  t y p e s 45 32.1

S t a t u s - P r o p e r t y 47 33.6

S t a t u s - P a r s o n s 2 1 .4

P e r  son s -P  rop  e r  t y 8 5 .7

S t a t u s 19 13.6

P r o p e r t y 18 12.9

P e r s o n s 1 0 .7

N/A 95 m i s s i n g

N -

100.0

235

T a b l e  17 shows t h a t  th e  m a j o r i t y  o f  o u r  r e s p o n d e n t s  had  

en ga ge d  in  s t a t u s  and p r o p e r t y  o f f e n c e s .  T he se  co m p r i s e d  

3 3 .6 ^  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s .  A lm os t  a s i h i l a r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  the  

r e s p o n d e n t s  hsd  en ga ge d  i n  a l l  the  t y p e s  o f  o f f e n c e s  ( s t a t u s ,  

p r o p e r t y  and p e r s o n s ) .  The r e s s o n  w h ic h  may a c c o u n t  f o r  t h i s  

a c c u r r e n c e  i s  t h a t  s t a t u s  and p r o p e r t y  o f f e n c e s  a r e  e a s i e r  to
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en ga ge  i n ,  compared to  p e r s o n s  o f f e n c e s  w h ic h  a c c o u n te d  f o r  

o n ly  0 . 7 ^ .  T h i s  i s  b e c a u s e  p e r s o n s  o f f e n c e s  a r e  more s e r i o u s  

than  e i t h e r  s t a t u s  e r  p r o p e r t y  o f f e n c e s .

When we b r o k e  down the  t y p e s  o f  o f f e n c e s  i n  terms o f  which  

sex  en ga ge d  i n  w ha t  typ e  o f  o f f e n c e ,  th e  p i c t u r e  became more 

cl  e a r .

TABLE 18:  Type  o f  O f f e n c e  by  Sex o f  R e sp o n d e n t s

Type o f  O f f e n c e SEX OF RESPONDENTS

M a le % Fem ale % T o t a l

A l l  Types 30 40 15 23 .1 45

S t a t u s  and P r o p e r t y 22 2 9 .3 25 3 8 .5 47

S t a t u s  and P e r s o n s 1 1 . 3 1 < 1 .5 2

P e r s o n s  and P r o p e r t y 6 8 .0 2 ' 3 .1 8

S t a t u s 6 8 .0 13 20 .0 19

P r o p e r t y 9 12 .0 9 1 3 .8 18

P e r s o n s 1 1 . 3  , - - 1

N/A 44 mi s s i n g 51 m i s s i n l 95

100 .0 100 .0

T o t a l 119 116

N - 235

T a b l e  18 s h o r s  t h a t  the  a b s o l u t e  t o t a l ’ f o r  m a le s  was  more 

than  f o r  f e m a l e s  b u t  the  d i f f e r e n c e  was  v e r y  s m a l l .  As  e x p e c t e d ,  

more mnles  had en g a g e d  i n  a l l  t y p e s  o f  o f f e n c e s  than  th e  f e m a l e s .  

T h i s  i s  a r e f l e c t i o n  o f  the  a n a l y s i s  o f  each o f f e n c e  s e p a r a t e l y  

as  shown i n  t a b l e s  15 and 16 in  w h ich  more m ales  r e p o r t e d  e n g a g in g  

i n  th e  o f f e n c e s  more f r e q u e n t l y  than  th e  f e m a l e s .
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H o w e v e r ,  when we l o o k  a t  s t a t u s  and p r o p e r t y  o f f e n c e s ,  38 .6$  

o f  f e m a l e s  had en ga ge d  i n  t h e s e  o f f e n c e s ,  i n  co m p a r i son  to o n ly  

2 9 .8 $  m a le s .  T h i s  f i n d i n g  may be  e x p l a i n e d  by  th e  f a c t  t h a t ,  

even  though  f e m a l e s  do no t  e n g a g e  i n  th e  more s e r i o u s  o f f e n c e s ,  

as  do m a l e s ,  t h e y  n e v e r t h e l e s s  e n g a g e  i n  the  l e s s  s e r i o u s  o n e s ,  

and  e s p e c i a l l y  o f f e n c e s  w h ich  d e a l  w i t h  s t a t u s  and p r o p e r t y .

T h i s  i s  made more e x p l i c i t  when one l o o k s  a t  s t a t u s  o f f e n c e s  

a l o n e  i n  w h ic h  t h e r e  a r c  more f e m a l e s  than  m a le s .  A l s o ,  th e  

numbers  o f  m a les  and f e m a l e s  who had e n g a g e d  i n  p r o p e r t y  o f f e n c e s  

a r e  e q u a l .  The s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  p e r s o n s  o f f e n c e s  i s  u n d e r l i n e d  by  

th e  v e r y  low  p e r c e n t a g e  ( l , 3 $ ) ,  and t h i s  i s  f o r  m ales  o n l y ,

i
T h e se  f i n d i n g s  w e r e  a s  e x p e c t e d  and s u p p o r t  th e  f i n d i n g s  o f  

W i s e  ( 1 9 6 7 )  t h a t  g i r l s  en g a g e  in  d e l i n q u e n t  o f f e n c e s  i n  th e  same 

way  as  b o y s  w i t h  v e r y  few  e x c e p t i o n s .  ^

L e v e l  o f  D e l i n q u e n c y

As  e u r  o p e r a t i o n a l  d e f i n i t i o n s  i n d i c a t e ,  we t r e a t e d  

d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r  i n  th e  fo rm  o f  a s c a l e  r a n g i n g  f rom  none o r  

l i t t l e  d e l i n q u e n c y ,  to  h i g h  d e l i n q u e n c y .  T h i s  s c a l e  was  

c o n s t r u c t e d  by  s c o r i n g  the  r e s p o n s e s  o f  e a ch  r e s p o n d e n t  u s i n g  a 

s c o r e  r a n g i n g  f rom  0 . -  3 f o r  each  t y p e  o f  r e s p o n s e  ( f r o m  n e v e r  

t o  q u i t e  o f t e n ) .

The s c o r e s  o f  each r e s p o n d e n t  w e r e  then  added  t o g e t h e r  and

th e  r e s p o n d e n t  p l a c e d  on t h e  s c a l e  a c c o r d i n g  to  h i s / h e r  t o t a l
i

s c o r e .  The u s e f u l n e s s  o f  t h i s  s c a l e  l i e s  i n  th e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  

shows i n  a summary manner how o u r  r e s p o n d e n t s  had  engaged  i n  

d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r .  The s c a l e  w a s  u s e d  b e c a u s e  we w o u ld  no t  

have  been  a b l e  to  t r e a t  each  o f f e n c e  s e p a r a t e l y  f o r  each  

r e s p o n d e n t .

%
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TABLE 19: Respondents by L eve l  o f  de l inquency

L e v e l  o f  D e l i n q u e n c y No . o f  R e sp o n d en t s % o f  T a t a l

L i t t l e  o r  None 95 4 0 .4

M i ld 113 4S .1

H igh 27 11 .5

100.0

T o t a l  ( N ) 235

T e b l e  19 r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e r  m a j o r i t y  o f  ou r  

r e s p o n d e n t s  h a d ,  en gaged  i n  d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i q u r .  T h i s  i s  

i n d i c a t e d  by  th e  f a c t  t h a t  a lm o s t  60% o f  them had  en gaged  i n  s.' — 

e i t h e r  m i ld  o r  h i g h  l e v e l  d e l i n q u e n c y .  The 4 0 .4 ^  o f  the  

r e s p o n d e n t s  who f e l l  i n  th e  c a t e g o r y  o f  t h o s e  who had en gaged  

i n  l i t t l e  o r  no d e l i n q u e n c y  a t  a l l  had  s c o r e d  v e r y  low  on o u r  

d e l i n q u e n c y  s c a l e .

The f i g u r e s  in  th e  t a b l e  a l s o  h e l p  to  p r o v e  o u r  a s s u m p t io n  

c o r r e c t  i n  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  a d o l e s c e n t s  i n  the  s e c o n d a r y  

s c h o o l s  who en gage  i n  d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r  b u t  r em a in  u n a p p reh en d ed .  

I t  a l s o  shows t h a t  a d o l e s c e n t s  w i l l  r e v e a l  t h e i r  d e l i n q u e n t  a c t i v i ­

t i e s  i f  a p p ro a c h e d  i n  a t a c t i c a l  manner.

A b reakdown  o f  l e v e l  o f  d e l i n q u e n c y  by sex  shows how, th e  ma4 

m ales  and f e m a le s  w e r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  a c c o r d i n g  to  l e v e l  o f  

d e l i n q u e n c y .  The r e s u l t s  a r e  shown in  t a b l e  20 b e l o w .
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TABLE 2 0 :  L e v e l  o f  d e l i n q u e n c y  b y  Sex

L e v e l  o f  D e l i n q u e n c y

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------1
'.Sex o f  R e sp o n d en t

M a le % Fem a le * T o t a l

L i t t l e  o r  None 44 37 .0 51 4 4 .0 95

M i l d 56 47 .1 57 4 0 .1 113

H igh 19 15 .9 8 6 .9 27

100.0 1 0 0 .0

T o t a l 119 116

N - 235

The t a b l e  shove  t h a t  more m ales  had  en ga ge d  i n  a h i g h  l e v e l

o f  d e l i n q u e n c y  than  th e  f e m a l e s .  O v e r a l l ,  more o f  th e  m a le s  had  

engaged  i n  d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r  than  tb e  f e m a l e s .  A t  the  same 

t im e ,  more f e m a l e s  had  e n g a g e d  i n  l i t t l e  o r  no d e l i n q u e n c y  than  

th e  m a les .
'

The f i n d i n g s  i n  th e  t a b l e  may be  e x p l a i n e d  by  th e  f a c t  t h a t  m

males  had en ga ge d  i n  th e  v a r i o u s  o f f e n c e s  v i t h  a  h i g h e r  f r e q u e n c y

than  had the  f e m a l e s .  M o r e o v e r ,  more o f  th e  m a les  had  e n g a g e d  i n

more s e r i o u s  o f f e n c e s , . w h i c h  the  f e m a l e s  had n o t .  The h i g h e r  I K
A

the frequency of committing the offences, the higher the level of 

delinquency as shown in tables IS  and .16 which deal vith the 

offences and the frequency of commiting them by each sex. With 

the exception of high level delinquency, there were no significant 

differences in the other levels of delinquency between both Bexes.

The above  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  r e s p o n d e n t s  and how t h e y  w e re  

d i s t r i b u t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  the  v a r i o u s  c a t e g o r i e s  has  so f a r  b een  

d e s c r i p t i v e  i n  n a t u r e .  T h i s  h a s  h e l p e d  to  fo rm  a b a s i s  on w h ich  

to  b u i l d  the  s u c c e e d i n g  c h a p t e r  on t e s t i n g  o f  h y p o t h e s e s .
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CHAPTER FIVE

THE FAMILY ENVIRONMENTS AND DELIN (JOENCY 

I d i b i s  c h a p t e r  v e  t r y  to  see  th e  n a t u r e  o f  th e  r e l a t i o n ­

s h ip  b e tw een  our  v a r i o u s  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  and th e  d epen den t  

o n es .  As d i s c u s s e d  in  the  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r ,  the  i n d e p e n d e n t  

v a r i a b l e s  c o n s i s t  o f  the  f a m i l y  e n v i r o n m e n t s ,  w h i l e  the  dependen t  

v a r i a b l e  i s  d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r .  The c h i - s q u a r e  ( X ^ )  has  b een  

u se d  a s  a t e s t  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e  b e tw een  th e  in d e p e n d e n t  and  

d e p en d en t  v a r i a b l e s  and  to  t e s t  f o r  t h e  l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e

o f  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  v a r i a b l e s .

2
To compute the  X , we u sed  th e  F o rm u la :

Where  0 d e n o t e s  th e  o b s e r v e d  freqhen^cy ,  and  

E, th e  e x p e c t e d  f r e q u e n c y .

To o b t a i n  th e  d e g r e e s  o f  f r e ed o m  ( d f )  f o r  each t a b l e ,  

we u se d :

d f  -  ( C  -  1 )  x  (R  -  l )  

where  C d e n o t e s  t h e  number o f  co lum ns ,  and  

R, th e  number o f  row c a t e g o r i e s  i n  each  t a b l e .

The l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  ( P ) b e tw e en  v a r i a b l e s ,

2
was  o b t a i n e d  by  u s i n g  th e  X d i s t r i b u t i o n  t a b l e s .

A l l  the  h y p o t h e s e s  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  w e re  t e s t e d  a t  th e  0 .0 5  

l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  I n  a l l  the  t a b l e s  a p p e a r i n g  i n  t h i s  

c h a p t e r ,  the  t o t a l  number o f  r e s p o n d e n t s  was  235 ( N  = 2 3 5 ) ,  

u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  s t a t e d .

93

%



R e la t i o n s h ip  between Family s i z e  and Del inquency

V i r t u a l l y  a l l  th e  a t u d i e s  c a r r i e d  ou t  on j u v e n i l e  

d e l i n q u e n c y  have  had s o m e th in g  to  do w i t h  s i z e  o f  th e  d e l i n q u e n t s  

f a m i l y .  H i r s c h i  ( 1 9 6 9 :  23 9 )  has  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  ? a i z e  o f  f a m i l y  

has  been  and s t i l l  i s  an e m p i r i c i s t s  d ream . "

S t u d i e s  w h ich  have  u sed  o f f i c i a l  d e l i n q u e n t s  as  r e s p o n d e n t s  

h ave  c o n s i s t e n t l y  f o u n d  t h a t  d e l i n q u e n t s  come frmm l a r g e  f a m i l i e s .  

The Q lu eck s  ( 1 9 3 4  and 1950 )  f o u n d  t h a t  most o f  t h e i r  d e l i n q u e n t  

b o y s  came from f a m i l i e s  s l i g h t l y  l a r g e r  than the  a v e r a g e  s i z e  o f  the  

f a m i l y  i n  E n g l a n d .

T h i s  s t u d y  a l s o  a t t e m p te d  to see  i f  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  e x i s t e d  

b e t w e e n  f a m i l y  s i z e  and l e v e l ' o f  d e l i n q u e n c y .  The f i n d i n g s  a r e  

shown i n  t a b l e  21.
'*V <

TABLE 21 :  F a m i ly  s i z e  b y  L e v e l  o f  D e l i n q u e n c y '

L e v e l  o f

d e l i n q u e n c y

F a m i l y  S i z e

S m a l l Medium Z - ■ - L a r g e T o t a l

None 43 32 20 95

0 0 ( 1 8 . 3 ) ( 1 3 . 6 ) ( 8 . 5 ) ( 4 0 . 4 )

M i l * 33 30 50 113

0 0 ( 1 4 . 0 ) ( 1 2 . 8 ) ( 2 1 . 3 ) ( 4 8 . 1 )

H ig h 9 6 12 27

( « (3. a) ( 2 . 6 ) ( 5 . 1 ) ( 1 1 . 5 )

T o t a l  V a l i d 85 68 82 235

(JO ( 3 6 . 1 ) ( 2 9 . 0 ) ( 3 4 . 9 ) ( 1 0 0 . 0 )

C a l c u l a t e d  X2 -  1 3 .8 8

d f  -  4
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1 3 .2 8T a b l e  X2 

L e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  ■ 0 .0 1

HYPOTHESIS 1 ; The l a r g e r  th e  f a m i l y  s i z e ,  the  h i g h e r  t h e  l e v e l  

o f  d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r .

T a b l e  21 i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  th e  l a r g e s t ,  number o f  h i g h ' l e v e l  •’ 

d e l i n q u e n c y  s c o r e r s  came f ro m  l a r g e  f a m i l i e s .  T h i s  i s  a l s o  th e  

ca se  w i t h  t h o s e  c h i l d r e n  who had en ga ge d  i n  m i ld  d e l i n q u e n c y .

On th e  o t h e r  hand ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  number o f  none d e l i n q u e n t s  came from  

s m a l l  f a m i l i e s ,  w h i l e  v e r y  few  o f  th e  none d e l i n q u e n t s  came f ro m  

th e  l a r g e  f a m i l i e s .  The f i n d i n g s  shown i n  t h e  t a b l e  seem to  

s u p p o r t  o u r  h y p o t h e s i s ,  th u s  l e a d i n g  us  to  a c c e p t  i t .

One m a jo r  r e a s o n  g i v e n  f o r  why more d e l i n q u e n t s  come f rom

l a r g e  f a m i l i e s  i s  t h a t  i n  such f a m i l i e s ,  t h e r e  i s  no a tm o sp h e re
11

1. V
c o n d u c i v e  f o r  l e a r n i n g  t h r o u g h  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  s o c i a l i z a t i o n .  Due

*
to  t h e  l a r g e  number o f  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e r e  e x i s t s  a l o t  o f  c o m p e t i t i o n  

f o r  p a r e n t a l  a t t e n t i o n  among the  many c h i l d r e n .  I n  t h e  p r o c e s s  

some o f  th e  c h i l d r e n  may f e e l  a s e n s e  o f  p a r e n t a l  n e g l e c t .  I n  

some c a s e s ,  t h i s  n e g l e c t ,  may i n f a c t  b e  a c t u a l  r a t h e r  th a n  p e r c e i v e d .  

The r e s u l t  may be  a l a c k  o f  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h i n  the  f a m i l y  u n i t .

Some o f  the  c h i l d r e n  end up n o t  b e i n g  . p r o p e r l y  i n t e g r a t e d

to  become ' n o r m a l '  f u n c t i o n i n g  members o f  s o c i e t y .  The a c q u i s i t i o n  

o f  s o c i e t a l  r o l e s ,  norms,  v a l u e s  and mores i s  i n a d e q u a t e ,  thu s  

l e a d i n g  some o f  the  c h i l d r e n  to  become d e l i n q u e n t s ,  s i n c e  t h e  

p a r e n t s  h ave  no t  been  a b l e  to  p e r f o r m  t h e i r  d u ty  a s  a g e n t s  o f  

s o c i a l i z a t i o n .  I n  t h i s  w a y ,  th e  b a s i c  a s su m p t io n  o f  th e  t h e o r y  o f  

c u l t u r e  ( t h a t  a d e q u a t e  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  th ro u g h  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  s o c i e t a l  

norms,  v a l u e s ,  r o l e s  e t c )  i s  g r e a t l y  underm in ed .  In  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  

th e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  e n g a g i n g  i n  d e l i n q u e n t  a c t s  becomes v e r y  h i g h  

i n d e e d  as  c h i l d r e n  a t t e m p t  t o  cope  w i t h  the  r e a l i t y  o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n
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et hand. This is almost similar to the argument advanced by Hirschi 

(1 '69 : T40) in his social control theory when he says "that the 

likelihood of delinquent behaviour increases as at individual's bond 

to society weakens; one critical element of the bond is the attachment 

between the parent and the child". The perceived or actual neglect 

of the child by the parents mean* that the bond between them has already 

began to weaken, thus increasing the chances of the child's engaging 

in delinquent behaviour.

When we tested for the association between family size and level 

of delinquency of the respondent in our sample, we found the level of 

significance of associatton (P )  to be very high. It  was far above 

the accepted one of 0.05, since it  meant a 99% level of confidence 

of the association. We, therefore, concluded that a relationship 

does exist between family size and level of delinquency.

Studies which have used o f f ic ia l  delinquents as respondents have 

also found a relationship to exist between family size and delinquent 

behaviour (Gluecks 1934, and 1950). When self-reports have been used 

however, the fi idings on this relationship have been varied. Nye et al 

(1967), using a version of the delinquent behaviour measure used in 

this study, found a relationship to exist between sizes of families 

and delinquent behaviour. His findings were supported by Hirschi (1969) 

when he tested for the relationship between size of family and 

frequency of commission of delinquent acts. His finding indicated that 

children from large families are more likely than children from small 

families to have committed delinquent acts.

Dentler and Monroe (1 '61), fa i l id  to find a relationship between *

the size of family of their respondents and reported delinquent acts.

The hypotheses tested by Dentler and Mouroe had been derived from the 

researches of Nye (1958):
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McCord and McCord ( 1 9 5 9 ) ,  and the  G lu e c k s  ( i 9 6 0 ) , .  A l l  t h e s e  

s t u d i e s  had  found  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  to e x i s t  b e tw een  f a m i l y  s i z e  and  

d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  we c o n s i d e r  o u r  own f i n d i n g  

as  r e g a r d s  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een  f a m i l y  s i z e  and d e l i n q u e n t  

b e h a v i o u r  to  be  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the  f i n d i n g s  o f  o t h e r  r e s e a r c h e r s .  

T h i s  i s  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  to  w h e th e r  th e  s t u d i e s  w e r e  co n ce rn ed  w i t h  

the  l e v e l  o f  d e l i n q u e n c y  o r  w i t h  d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r  p e r  se .

R e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  f a m i l y  S t a b i l i t y  and D e l i n q u e n c y

The " b r o k e n  home" as  a f a c t o r  r e l a t e d  to  j u v e n i l e  

d e l i n q u e n c y  has  e n j o y e d  w id e  p o p u l a r i t y  w i t h  the  b e l i e f  th a t  

d e l i n q u e n t s  t en d  to  come from " b r o k e n  homes" as  ap p o s e d  to  

" i n t a c t "  homes (  G lu eck s  1934; W o o t t o n  1 9 5 9 ) .  The i n t a c t  home 

v a r i a b l e  i n  o u r  s t u d y  has  been  r e f e r r e d  to  a s  s t a b i l i t y  o f  the  

f a m i l y .  T h i s  means t h a t  we had w ha t  we te rm ed  u n s t a b l e  o r  1 

b r o k e n  f a m i l i e s  on the  one hand ,  and th e  i n t a c t  o r  s t a b l e  

f a m i l i e s  on th e  o t h e r  hand .

As d i s c u s s e d  p r e v i o u s l y * t h e  f a c t o r s  w h ich  l e a d  to  u n s t a b l e  

o r  b r o k e n  f a m i l i e s  a r e  d e a t h ,  d i v o r c e ,  s e p a r a t i o n ,  d e s e r t i o n ,  

o r  c a s e s  w h e r e  th e  mother n e v e r  m a r r i e s ,  w h e r e b y  the  f a m i l y  

r e m a in s  a s  a s i n g l e  p a r e n t  f a m i l y .  The e f f e c t s  o f  d e a t h ,  d i v o r c e  

s e p a r a t i o n ,  o r  d e s e r t i o n  a r e  t h a t  th e  c h i l d r e n  f ro m  such f a m i l i e s  

a r e  l e f t  w i t h  e i t h e r  a s i n g l e - p a r e n t ,  w i t h  f o s t e r  p a r e n t s ,  a s t e p  

m other  o r  f a t h e r ,  o r  w i t h  no s o r t  o f  g u a r d i a n  a t  a l l .

When we t e s t e d  f o r  the  a s s o c i a t i o n  betw een  th e  t y p e  o f
*

f a m i l y  (hom e )  and l e v e l  o f  d e l i n q u e n c y ,  the  f i n d i n g s  a r e  as  shown 

i n  t a b l e  22 b e l o w .
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T A B L E  r 2 :  F a m i l y  ( H o m e )  t y p e  b y  L e v e l  o f  D e l i n q u e n c y )

Level of delinquency
Family or Home type

Intact Broken Total

None 86 9 95

( JO (36.6) (3.8 (40.4)

Mild 84 29 113

( JO (35.7) (12.3) (48.1)

High 17 10 27

.(JO (7.2) (4.3) (11.5)

Total Valid 187 48
*

235

( JO (79.5) (20.4) (100.0)

Calculated X? -  13.54
df -  2

Table X2 = 10.60

Level of Significance = 0.006

HYPOTHESIS 2: The less the iutactness of the family, the higher 

the level of delinquency.

Our findings indicate that most of our respondents came from 

intact fami’ ies while very few came from broken ones. Further, 

more of those who had engaged in a mild level of delinquency came 

from intact families in larger numbers than from broken families.

In fact, there were more respondents who had engaged in delinquency 

from intact homes than (those who came) from broken homes.

Hirschi ( 116*: 243) found that "the difference in behaviour

between children from broken homes and unbroken ones did not%
justify the great emphasis placed on the broken home factor in
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common-sense e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  d e l i n q u e n c y .  T h e re  w e r e  no d e a r t h  

o f  boys  from b r o k e n  homes i n  the  p r e s e n t  s am p le ” .

These  f i n d i n g s  by  H i r s c h i  a r e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  our  own as  

shown in  t a b l e  22 .  T h i s  l e a d s  us  to r e j e c t  o a r  h y p o t h e s i s  

abo u t  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  the  two v a r i a b l e s .  A m a jo r  

r e a s o n  v b i c h  c o u ld  e x p l a i n  t h e s e  f i n d i n g s  i s  t h a t  i n  the  t o t a l  

p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e r e  a r e  more i n t a c t  f a m i l i e s  than  b ro k e n  o n es .

Y e t ,  c h i l d r e n  from  t h e s e  i n t a c t  f a m i l i e s  do en g a g e  in  d e l i n q u e n t  

b e h a v i o u r .  T h i s  i s  no e x c e p t i o n  as f a r  as  the  p r e s e n t  sam ple  

i s  c o n c e rn e d .  T h e re  a r e  more i n t a c t  f a m i l i e s  th a n  t h e r e  a r e  

b rok en  ones .

S e l f  r e p o r t  s t u d i e s  h ave  fo u nd  l i t t l e  o r  no o v e r a l l  r e l a t i o n ­

s h ip  b e tw een  th e  b r o k e n  home and d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r .  The 

p r e s e n t  s tu d y  u se d  the  same t o o l  f o r  m ea su r in g  d e l i n q u e n t  

b e h a v i o u r  and f o u n d  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  to  e x i s t  b e t w e e n  h o m e - ty p e  

and d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r .  D e n t l e r  and Monroe ( l 9 6 l ) ,  found  a 

l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  0 . 3  when they  t e s t e d  f o r  the  a s s o c i a t i o n  

betw een  b ro k e n  homes and t h e f t .  H i r s c h i  ( 1 9 6 9 )  a l s o  f a i l e d  to  

f i n d  an o v e r a l l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  the  two v a r i a b l e s .  He,  

h o w ev e r ,  m a in t a in e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e en  the  b rok en  

home and d e l i n q u e n c y ,  o n l y  t h a t  the  r e l a t i o n  i s  v e r y  weak .

The a b s e n c e  o f  one p a r e n t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  fcound to  have  i t s  

e f f e c t s  on the  c h i l d r e n  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e re  the  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  

p r o c e s s  i s  co n c e rn ed .  To s y m b o l i c  i n t e r a c t i o n i s t s ,  the  a b s e n c e  

o f  a p a r e n t ,  f o r  exam ple  th e  f a t h e r ,  d e p r i v e s  th e  c h i l d r e n  o f  a 

r e l e v a n t  symbol i n  the  fo rm  o f  a f a t h e r  image and i t s  r e l a t e d  

h a b i t s .  The e n s u i n g  r e s u l t  i s  t h a t  t h i s  d e p r i v a t i o n  f a c i l i t a t e s  

th e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r  s i n c e  the  r e l e v a n t  symbol  

i s  a b s e n t  to  r e i n f o r c e  th e  l e a r n i n g  p r o c e s s  o f  th e  c h i l d .
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T h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e  w o u ld  be  a p p l i c a b l e  in  e x p l a i n i n g  th e  

d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r  o f  ch i  l d r e n  fj?ora b r o k e n  homes. H ow eve r ,  

the  f i n d i n g s  i n  t h i s  s tu d y  do not  seem to s u p p o r t  the  

i n t e r a c t i o n i s t  v i e w .  T h i s  may be  e x p l a i n e d  by the  f a c t  t h a t  th e  

s o c i a l i z a t i o n  p r o c e s s  i n  the  r u r a l  a r e a s  i s  not  t h e d u t y  o f  the  

p a r e n t s  a l o n e .  I t  i s  v i e w e d  as  the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  the  

community,  and a s p e c i a l l y  s o ,  i n  c a s e s  w he re  t h e r e  a r e  ex t e n d e d  

f a m i l i e s .  I f  a n u c l e a r  f a m i l y  b r e a k s  up,  the  e x t e n d e d  f a m i l y  t a k e s  

up th e  d u t i e s  p r e v i o u s l y  c a r r i e d  ou t  by  the  n u c l e a r  f a m i l y .

T he se  i n c l u d e  the  s o c i a l i s a t i o n  o f  th e  c h i l d r e n .

One m a jo r  r e a s o n  T h i c h  may e x p l a i n  th e  f i n d i n g s  i n  t h i s  

s tu d y  ( t h e  v e r y  h i g h  l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

b e tw e en  typ e  o f  f a m i l y  and d e l i n q u e n c y ) ,  i s  t h a t  we d i d  not  d e a l  \ 

w i t h  one t y p e  o f  f a m i l y  a l o n e .  We t r e a t e d  t b e , t y p e  o f  f a m i l y  

as  a d ichotom y  ( i n t a c t  and b r o k e n )  w h i l e  o t h e r  s c h o l a r s  have  

d e a l t  m a in ly  w i t h  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw een  the  b ro k e n  home 

and d e l i n q u e n c y  (N y e  195R; D e n t l e r  and Monroe ,  1961; H i r s c h i ,

1 ) 6 9 ) .

Johnson ( 1 9 8 6 ) ,  t r e a t e d  the  home typ e  i n  term s  o f  w h ich  

p a r e n t  was p r e s e n t .  He t e s t e d  f o r  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  b e t w e e n  home

ty.  e a d s e ’ f - r e p o r t e d  d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o r  and f a  i l e d  to  f i n d  

a s i g n i f i i a n t  r e ' a t io t j  sh i p . He h ow eve r ,  f o u nd  t h a t ’ home ty p e  i s  

m o d e r a t e l y ,  b u t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e l a t e d  to  s e l f - r e p o r t e d  o f f i c i a l  

t r o u b l e .

These  f i n d i n g s  by  Johnson l e d  him to  o b s e r v e  t h a t  " t h e  

t y p i ^ a  1. c o n c l u s i o n  i s  t h e t  the  q u a l i t y  o f  the  p a r e n t - c h i l d  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  ( o f t e n  termed th e  p a r e n t - c h i l d  a t t a c h m e n t )  r a t h e r  

than  the  i n t a c t n e s s  o f  the  f a m i l y ,  m a t t e r s  most in  d e t e r m i n i n g  

th e  a c t u a l  b e h a v i o r  o f  the c h i l d r e n  " ( J o h n s o n ,  1 9 8 6 : 6 5 ) .
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This implies that we should be more interested iri the parent- 

child relationship ratherv than the intactness or stability of 

a family i order to determine the behavior of the children.

This is because. intact families do rot necessarily mean that 

there is emotional stabil ity for the children especially i f  the 

parents are not getting along. This is exemplified by the fact 

that children from inta t families engage in delinquent 

behaviour as do those fr m broken families. The abse ce of 

enotio el stability for the children in intact families may leBd 

to a weaker parent-child attachment. This in turn leads to the 

weakeni' g of the bond between the child ar d the parent. The 

result is that the child does not internalize the values, norms) 

roles etc which are imparted to it  by the parents. This, of
' i ^

course, means that the child receives inadequate socialization, 

which may lead to delinquency.

Relationship between level of education attained 

by parents and delinquency

The education attained by the parent or parents of a child 

is an important factor, riot only in its relation to the behaviour 

of a child but also in its relation to other social phenomena, 

such as the occupation of the parents. However, the question of 

whether the educational level attained by the parents is related 

to delinquency of the children, has remained unconfirmed.

> 101
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Muge (1972), found that most of the parents of the 

delinquent children studied had attained a low leve’ of 

education. Muga did riot, however, indicate whether it  was the 

Mother or the Father who bed attai ed the low level of 

education. He a1so did not test for a relationship between 

his variables.

Tables 23 snd 24 show the ’ eve1 of education attained by the fathers 

and mothers of the respondents by level of delinque cy of 

the respondents.

Table 23: Fathers education by level of delinquency

Level of Level of education attained by father

delinquency No formal
Schooling

Secondary 

and below
College 

and above
Total

None 10 48 33 91

0 0 (4 .7) (22.3) (15.3) (42.3)

Mild 13 63 25 101

0 0 (6 .0) 29.? (11.6) (46.9)

High 6 12 5 23

i t ) ( 2.-0 (5.6) (2 .3 ) (10.7)

Total Valid 29 123 63 215

( J O ’ ( l? .5 ) (57.2) ( 29.2 ) (iee.0

%
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NOTE: There are 20 missing observations 

Calculated Xf -  6.68

df = 4

Table X2 -  5.39

Level of Significance * 0.25

TABLE 24: Mother's education by level of delinquency

Level of education attained by Mother

Level of No formal Secondary College Total
delinquency Schooling and below and over

None 14 58 23 95

<40 (6.1) (25.1) (9 .9 ) (41.1)

Mild 19 80 12 111

( s o ( 8 . 2 ) (34.6) (5 .2 ) (47.2)

High 6 17 2 25

0 0 ( 2 . 6 ) (7.4) (0.9) (10.8)

Total Valid 39 155 39 231

( J O (16.9) (67.1) (16.0) (100.0)

Note: There are 4 missing observations

calculated X2 -  8.82

df . 4

Table X2 -  7.78
*

Level of Significance » 0.10

Hypothesis 3: The lover the level of education attained by the

parents, the higher the level of delinquent behaviour.

As both tables 23 and 24 shov, as the level of education 

attained by the parents (father and mother) increases, the level
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o f  d e l i n q u e n c y  o f  th e  c h i l d r e n  d e c r e a s e s .  More o f  our  r e s p o n d e n t s  

whose p a r e n t s  bed  a t t a i n e d  a l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  o f  s e c o n d a r y  and  

be low  had e n ga ge d  i n  a h i g h e r  l e v e l  o f  d e l i n q u e n c y .  O v e r a l l ,  t h e  

number o f  c h i l d r e n  who had e n g a g e d  in  d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r  bad  • 

p a r e n t s  who e i t h e r  had had no f o r m a l  s c h o o l i n g  o r  had had a l e v e l  

o f  s e c o n d a r y  and b e l o w .  T he se  f i n d i n g s  thu s  c o n f i r m  our  

h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  as e d u c a t i o n  o f  th e  p a r e n t s  i n c r e a s e s ,  the  l e v e l  

o f  d e l i n q u e n c y  d e c r e a s e s .

T h i s  does  n o t  h o w ev e r ,  c o n f i r m  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  o f  p a r e n t s  and  

d e l i n q u e n c y  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  r e l a t e d  in  a s i g n i f i c a n t  manner.

In  b o th  c a s e s  f o r  f a t h e r  and m other  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  the  l e v e l  o f  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  was  f a r  b e l o w  th e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  

0.05. We, t h e r e f o r e ,  c o n c lu d e d  U)e therefore, concluded that a 

significant relationship does not exist between the education of 

the parents and the delinquent behaviour of the children.

D e n t l e r  and Monroe ( l 9 6 l )  had  f o u n d  a l a c k  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  

b e tw e en  f a t h e r ' s  e d u c a t i o n  and s e l f - r e p o r t e d  d e l i n q u e n c y .  T h e i r  

t e s t  f o r  a s s o c i a t i o n  showed a l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  0 . 5 .

T h e i r  m easure  f o r  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a t t a i n e d  by the  f a t h e r  was  

no d i f f e r e n t  from o u r  own s i n c e  t h e y  r a n g e d  from  c o l l e g e  

e d u c a t i o n  th rough  h i g h  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t e ,  to  l e s s  than  h i g h  s c h o o l  

g r a d u a t e .  The n e a r  s i m i l a r i t y  i n  th e  m easures  used  f o r  bo th  

e d u c a t i o n  and d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u T  by  D e n t l e r  and Monroe and  

in  our  s t u d y ,  may have  c o n t r i b u t e d  to  o b t a i n i n g  the  samet

f i n d i n g s .  H o w e v e r ,  H i r s c h i  ( i 9 6 0 :  7 0 )  u s i n g  a d i f f e r e n t  m easu re  

f o r  f a t h e r ' s  e d u c a t i o n ,  o b t a i n e d  th e  same r e s u l t .  He c o n c lu d e d  

t h a t  f a t h e r s  e d u c a t i o n  by s e l f - r e p o r t e d  d e l i n q u e n c y  " s u g g e s t s  

a t  b e s t  a t r e n d  i n  the  d i r e c t i o n  o f  a n e g a t i v e  r e l a t i o n . "
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R e s e a r c h  on d e l i n q u e n c y  has  had l i t t l e  to  do v i t h  

m o t h e r ' s  e d u c a t i o n  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  a f a c t o r  r e l a t e d  to  the  

d e l i n q u e n c y  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  W here  m o t h e r ' s  e d u c a t i o n  has  been  

m en t io n e d ,  i t  h a s  b een  used  as  an ind ex  o f  some o t h e r  v a r i a b l e  

such os  s o c i o  econom ic  s t a t u s  o f  the  f e m i l y  ( D e n t l e r  and  

Monroe,  1 9 6 1 ) .

Oven thou gh  an o v e r a l l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  d o e s  n o t  seem to

e x i s t  b e t w e e n  th e  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a t t a i n e d  by  th e  p a r e n t s

\

and d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  t h i s  d o e s  not  d i m i n i s h  

th e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  th e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  th e  p a r e n t s  and  th e  b e h a v i o u r  

o f  th e  c h i l d r e n .  The f i n d i n g s  i n  t h i s  s t u d y ,  and th e  c o n f i r m a t i o n  

o f  the  h y p o t h e s i s  b e a r  t h i s  f a c t .  C h i l d r e n  w hose  p a r e n t s  have  

a t t a i n e d  a low  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  seem to  en gage  more i n  

d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r  than t h o se  w hose  p a r e n t s  h a v e  a t t a i n e d  a 

h ig h  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n .

C h i l d r e n  w h o s e  p a r e n t s  have  a t t a i n e d  a lo w  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  

r e c e i v e  no m o t i v a t i o n  a t  a l l .  T h i s  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  so  s i n c e  the  

c h i l d r e n  l a c k  a r e l e v a n t  symbol t o  i d e n t i f y  w i t h .  N e i t h e r  

the  mother n o r  t h e  f a t h e r  a c t  as  r e l e v a n t  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  sym bo ls  

f o r  the  c h i l d r e n .  T h i s  a b s e n c e  o f  m o t i v a t i o n  t o  th e  c h i l d r e n ,  

may c o n s e q u e n t l y  l e a d  to  the  a b s e n c e  o f  any g u i d a n c e .  I n  such  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  th e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  l e f t  on t h e i r  own to  f a m i l i a r i z e  

t h e m s e lv e s  w i t h  t h e  r e a l i t y .  Due to  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  r e l e v a n t  

sym bo ls  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  to  e m u la t e ^ t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  e n g a g i n g  i n  

d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r  becomes v e r y  h i g h .
I

On a n o t h e r  l e v e l ,  M e r t o n ' s  t h e o r y  o f  d i f f e r e n t i a l  

o p p o r t u n i t y  may b e  u se d  to  e x p l a i n  why c h i l d r e n  o f  p a r e n t s  o f  low  

e d u c a t i o n  en g a g e  i n  d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r  more.  S in c e  e d u c a t i o n  

in  o u r  s o c i e t y  i s  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  to o c c u p a t i o n ,  and c o n s e q u e n t l y
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income l e v e l ,  p a r e n t s  w i t h  low  e d u c a t i o n  may i n  most c a s e s  have  

low  incom es .  T h i s  may have  a d i r e c t  e f f e c t  on the  c h i l d r e n  who 

w an t  v a r i o u s  a m e n i t i e s  o f  l i f e ,  y e t  th e y  cannot  a c q u i r e  them i 

s i n c e  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  do not  have  the  means. In  o r d e r  to a c q u i r e  

such i tems  a s  money and o t h e r  s o c i a l l y  r e q u i r e d  i t e m s ,  th e  c h i l d r e n  

may v e r y  l i k e l y  en gage  i n  d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r .  A f t e r  a l l ,  

t h e i r  p a r e n t s  a r e  u n a b l e  to  p r o v i d e  them w i t h  such i t em s  w h ic h  

s o c i e t a l  members v a l u e .  The s i m p l e s t  and c h e a p e s t  way o f  

a c h i e v i n g  them i s  by o b t a i n i n g  them th ro u g h  means w h ich  a r e  not  

s o c i a l l y  a c c e p t e d ,  -r

R e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  P a r e n t s  and D e l i n q u e n c y

The o c c u p t a t i o n  o f  p a r e n t s ,  and more n o t a b l y ,  t h a t  o f  th e  

f a t h e r  ha s  b e e n  u s e d  o f t e n  as  an i n d i c a t o r  o f  th e  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c

s t a t u s  o f  th e  f a m i l y .  I n  some i n s t a n c e s ,  f a t h e r / s  e d u c a t i o n  has
/ ' ;

been  i n c l u d e d  to  come up w i t h  a r e f i n e d  in d e x  o f  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  

s t a t u s .

In  d e l i n q u e n c y  r e s e a r c h ,  m o t h e r ' s  o c c u p a t i o n  ha s  r a r e l y  been  

i n c l u d e d  a s  a s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  i n d e x .  On ly  i n  few  s t u d i e s  

has m o t h e r ' s  o c c u p a t i o n  been  used to  r e f i n e  the  m easu re  o f  

s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  o f  the  f a m i l y .

I n  t h i s  s tu d y  we * e r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  b o th  the  o c c u p a t i o n
✓

o f  the  f a t h e r  and t h a t  o f  th e  mother .  T he se  two w e re  used  as  

i n d e x e s  o f  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  o f  th e  f a m i l y .  T h i s  i s  i n  v i e w  

o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  b e l i e f  t h a t  d e l i n q u e n t s  come from f a m i l i e s  o f
i

low  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s .  S t u d i e s  w h ic h  have  u se d  o f f i c i a l  

d e l i n q u e n t s  as r e p o n d e n t s  have  fou nd  w i t h  u n v a r y i n g  c o n s i s t e n c y  

t h a t  d e l i n q u e n t s  come from  homes i n  w h ic h  incomes a r e  low  and  

the  q u a l i t y  o f  f a m i l y  l i f e  p o o r  ( G l u e c k s ,  1950 and 1962;

Muga, 1 9 7 2 ) .

\
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Oar  f i n d i n g s  on f a t h e r ' s  and M o t h e r ' s  o c c u p a t i o n s  by  

l e v e l  o f  d e l i n q u e n c y  o f  ou r  r e s p o n d e n t s  a r e  whown i n  t a b l e s  

25 and 26 r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  x

TABLE 25 :  F a t h e r ' s  O c c u p a t io n  by l e v e l  o f  d e l i n q u e n c y

1 F a t h e r ' s  O c c u p a t i o n

L e v e l  o f

D e l i n q u e n c y
P e a s a n t  o r  
G e n e ra l  wo rk

P r o f  e s s i o n a l  o r  
S e n i o r  A d m in i s t r a to r

T o t a l

None 45 44 89

o o ( 2 1 . 7 ) ( 2 1 . 3 ) ( 4 3 . 0 )

M i l d 61 36 97

0 0 ( 2 9 . 5 ) ( 1 7 . 4 ) ( 4 6 . 9 )

H igh 15 6 . 81

0 0 ( 7 . 2 ) ( 2 . 9 ) ( 1 0 . I )

T o t a l  V a l i d 121 86 207

0 0 ( 5 8 . 4 ) ( 4 1 . 5 ) ( 1 0 0 . 0 )

N o t e :  T h e r e  a r e  28 m i s s i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n s

C a l c u l a t e d X 2 -  4 . 6 3

d f -  2

T a b l e X 2 *  2 .77

L e v e l  o f  S i g n i f i c a n c e -  0 .2 5
•*

T a b l e  25 shows t h a t  th e  m a j o r i t y  o f  o u r  r e s p o n d e n t s  who had
i

engaged  i n  h i g h  l e v e l  d e l i n q u e n c y  had f a t h e r ' s  who f e l l  i n  the  

p e a s a n t  f a r m e r  o r  g e n e r a l  w o r k e r  c a t e g o r y .  T he se  t o t a l l e d  7 . 2 ^  

o f  the  t o t a l .  O n ly  2 . 9 ^  o f  the  h i  gh d e l i n q u e n c y  s c o r e r s  had  

f a t h e r s  who f e l l  i n  the  p r o f e s s i o n a l  and s e n i o r  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  

c a t e g o r y  o f  o c c u p a t i o n .
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S t u d i e s  w h i c h  have  u sed  the  s e l f - r e p o r t  a s  th e  measure  

o f  d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r  have  p e r s i s t e n t l y  found  no r e l a t i o n s h i p  

to  e x i s t  b e tw e en  f a t h e r ' s  o c c u p a t i o n  and d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r .

( N y e ,  1958; D e n t l e r  and Monroe ,  1861;  H i r s c h i ,  1 9 6 9 ) .  T h i s  

was  the  same f i n d i n g  wh ich  we came up^when we t e s t e d  f o r  the ' -  

a s s o c i a t i o n  b e t w e e n  th e  two v a r i a b l e s .  The l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  

o f  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw een  f a t h e r ' s  o c c u p a t i o n  and d e l i n q u e n c y  

was  too  low .  T h i s  l e d  us to  c o n c lu d e  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  a s i g n i f i c a n t  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  th e  two v a r i a b l e s .

H ow eve r ,  when th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een  m oth e r s  o c c u p a t i o n  

and l e v e l  o f  d e l i n q u e n c y  was  t e s t e d ,  the  f i n d i n g  w as  a s i g n i f i c a n t  

o n e ,  as  t a b l e  26 show s .

TABLE 26 :  M o t h e r ' s  o c c u p a t i o n  by l e v e l  o f  d e l i n q u e n c y
>. *

L e v e l  o f

D e l i  nquency

M o t h e r ' s  O c c u p a t i o n

P e a s a n t  o r  
G e n e r a l  W o rk e r

P r o f e s s i o n a l  of- 
S e n i o r  A dm in is t ra to r

T o t a l

None 65 30 95

(JO ( 2 8 . 3 ) ( 1 3 . 0 ) ( 4 1 . 3 )

M i l d 94 16 110

(JO ( 4 0 . 9 ) ( 6 . 9 ) ( 4 7 . 8 )

H igh 22 3 25

(JO ( 9 . 6 ) ( 1 . 3 ) ( 1 0 . 9 )

T o t a l  V a l i d 181 49 230

(JO ( 7 8 . 8 ) ( 2 1 . 2 ) ( 1 0 0 . 0 )
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Note:  there  e re  5 miss ing observa t ions

C a l c u l a t e d  X2 -  10 .26

d f  -  2

T a b l e  X 2 -  9 .2 1

L e v e l  o f  S i g n i f i c a n c e  *  0 .0 1

As w i t h  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e en  f a t h e r ' s  o c c u p a t i o n  and 

d e l i n q u e n c y ,  more o f  o u r  r e s p o n d e n t s  who had e n g a g e d  i n  h i g h  l e v e l  

d e l i n q u e n c y  had m o t h e r ' s  who f e l l  i n  th e  p e a s a n t  f a r m e r  o r  

g e n e ra l  w o rk e r  c a t e g o r y  o f  o c c u p a t i o n .  T he se  t o t a l l e d  9 . 6 ^  o f  the  

t o t a l  o f  ou r  r e s p o n d e n t s .  Only  1 .3 ^  o f  o u r  r e s p o n d e n t s  who had  

en gaged  in  h i g h  l e v e l  d e l i n q u e n c y  had m others  i n  th e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

and s e n i o r  a d m in i s t r a t i v e  c a t e g o r y  o f  o c c u p a t i o n .

The r e l a t i o n s h i p  between  m o t h e r ' s  o c c u p a t i o n  and l e v e l  o f

d e l i n q u e n c y  was  f o u n d  t o  be  h i g h l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  t h e  0 .0 1  l e v e l .
• *

Oven though p r e v i o u s  s t u d i e s  have  not  d i r e c t l y  t e s t e d  f o r  t h i s  

r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  t e s t a  s i m i l a r  to  o u r  t e n  have  been  do ne .  D e n t l e r  

and Monroe ( l 9 6 l ) ,  f o r  e x a m p l e , t e s t e d  f o r  a s s o c i a t i o n  b e tw een  

w o r k i n g  m others  and t h e f t  by j u v e n i l e s ,  and f o u n d  a l e v e l  o f  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  0 . 9 .  Most o f  t h e i r  r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e ,  however  

c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  c a t e g o r y  o f  mother  s who w e r e  unem ployed .

H i r s c h i  ( 1 9 0 9 )  t e s t e d  f o r  the  a s s o c i a t i o n  b e tw e en  m o t h e r ' s  

employment and s e l f - r e p o r t e d  d e l i n q u e n c y  and came to  th e  c o n c l u s i o n  

t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n  b e tw e en  the  two was  not  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r o n g  

even when o t h e r  a n t i c e d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  such as  f a m i l y  s t a t u s ,  

m o t h e r ' s  s u p e r v i s i o n ,  and number o f  s i b l i n g s  w e r e  c o n t r o l l e d  f o r .  

The s t r e n g t h  o f  the  a s s o c i a t i o n  was  fo u n d  to  b e  a c o r r e l a t i o n  

c o e f f i c i e n t  o f  0 . 4 .

When we l o o k e d  a t  th e  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  the  p a r e n t s  o f  o u r  

r e s p o n d e n t s  ( b o t h - m o t h e r  and f a t h e r  o r  a s  t h e  c a se  may h ave  b e e n ) ,
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we w e r e  a b l e  to  come up w i t h  an in d e x  o f  th e  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  

s t a t u s  o f  th e  f a m i l y .  T a b l e  27 shows o u r  f i n d i n g s  when th e  

a s s o c i a t i o n  b e tw e en  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  o f  th e  f a m i l y  and  

l e v e l  o f  d e l i n q u e n c y  was  t e s t e d .

TABLE 27 :  S o c i o - e c o n o m ic  s t a t u s  o f  f a m i l y  by  l e v e l  o f  d e l i n q u e n c y

L e v e l  o f
S o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t n s  o f  f a m i l y

d e l i n q u e n c y
Low

—

M id d l e H ig h T o t a l

None 48 22 25 95

( $ ) ( 2 0 . 8 ) ( 9 . 5 ) ( 1 0 . 8 ) ( 4 1 . 1 )

M i l d 74 23 14 111

( $ ) ( 3 2 . 0 ) ( 9 . 9 ) ( 6 . 1 ) ( 4 8 . 1 )

H igh 19 3 3'. 25

( » ( 8 . 2 ) ( 1 . 3 ) ( 1 . 3 ) ( 1 0 . 8 )

T o t a l  V a l i d 141 48 42 231

(JO ( 6 1 . 0 ) 2 0 . 7 ) ( 1 8 . 2 ) ( 1 0 0 . 0 )

N o t e ;  T h e re  a r e  4 m i s s i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n s

C a l c u l a t e d X 2 s 1 0 .1 3

d f = 4

T a b l e X2 a 9 .4 9

L e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e 0 .0 5

H y p o t h e s i s  4 ; The l o w e r  th e  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  o f  th e  

p a r e n t s ,  th e  h i g h e r 1 th e  l e v e l  o f  d e l i n q u e n c y .

The f i n d i n g s  i n  t a b l e  27 i n d i c a t e  t h a t  8 . 2 $  o f  ou r  

r e s p o n d e n t s  who had en g a g e d  in  h i g h  l e v e l  d e l i n q u e n c y  came from  

low  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  f a m i l i e s ,  w h i l e  o n l y  1 .3 $  came f rom  

h igh  s t a t u s  f a m i l i e s .  Even t h o s e  c h i l d r e n  who had en ga ge d  i n
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■ i l d  l e v e l  d e l i n q u e n c y  w e r e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  th e  l o v  s o c io - e c o n o m i c  

s t a t u s  c a t e g o r y .  The l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

was q u i t e  h i g h  s i n c e  i t  s t o o d  a t  0 . 0 5 .  T h e se  f i n d i n g s  

c o n f i rm  o u r  h y p o t h e s i s ,  th u s  l e a d i n g  us  to  a c c e p t  i t .

H ow eve r ,  r e s e a r c h  has  shown t h a t  the  r e l a t i o n  b e tw een  

s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  a d th e  commiss ion  o f  d e l i n q u e n t  a c t s  

i s  v e r y  s m a l l  ( N y e  e t a l l 9 6 7 ;  D e n t l e r  and Monroe ,  1961;

R e i s s  and R h o d e s ,  1 9 6 l ) .  And y e t ,  o f f i c i a l  s o u r c e s  i n d i c a t e  

t b a t . t h e  j u v e n i l e  c o u r t s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  " o v e r f l o w i n g  

w i t h  th e  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  d r e g s  o f  s o c i e t y "  ( H i r s c h i ,  1 9 69 :6 6 )

T h i s  may be  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  th e  b i a s e d  manner i n  w h ic h  the  

methods o f  a p p r e h e n s i o n  and s e n t e n c i n g  o f  j u v e n i l e  d e l i n q u e n t s  

i s  c a r r i e d  o u t .

When D e n t l e r  and Monroe ( l C 6 l )  t e s t e d  f o r  th e  a s s o c i a t i o n  

b e tw e en  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  and d e l i n q u e n c y ,  t h e y  foun  d that-  

the  r e l a t i o n  was  n o t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  o n e .  Even when th e y  d e v i s e d  

a new in d e x  to  m easu re  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  by  i n c l u d i n g  

f a t h e r ' s  o c c u p a t i o n  and e d u c a t i o n ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  m o t h e r ' s  

e d u c a t i o n ,  they  f o u n d  t h a t  the l i k e l i h o o d  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  was  

r e d u c e d  even f u r t h e r  to  a l e v e l  o f  0 . 5 .

Nye  ( l 9 5 i )  f o u n d  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  to  e x i s t  b e tw e en  s o c i o ­

economic  s t a t u s  and d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r ,  b u t  the  c o r r e l a t i o n ' s  

w ere  t o o  l o w .

One m a jo r  r e a s o n  w h ic h  may e x p l a i n  th e  p r e v a l e n c e  o f  

c h i l d r e n  f rom  lo w  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  f a m i l i e s  b e i n g  found  

in  l a r g e  numbers  i n  j u v e n i l e  d e l i n q u e n t  i n s t i t u t i o n ' s  i s  the  

b i a s e d  manner o f  a p p r e h e n s i o n  and s e n t e n c i n g . T h e  e n t i r e  j u v e n i l e  

j u s t i c e  s y s tem  a d o p t s  a b i a s e d  v i e w p o i n t  t o w a r d  c h i l d r e n  from  low  

s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t r a t a  who en g a g e  i n  d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r .  C h i l d r e n
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f rom  h ig h  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  f a m i l i e s  h a r d l y  e v e r  r e a c h  th e  

j u v e n i l e  c o u r t s  s i n c e  " t h i n g s  a r e  a r r a n g e d "  w i t h  the  r e l e v a n t  au th o r i  

t i e s  f o r  t h e i r  r e l e a s e .  H o w e v e r ,  c h i l d r e n  f rom  low s o c i o ­

economic  s t r a t a  do not  have  th e  means nor  the  a c c e s s  to  th e  

r e l e v a n t  a u t h o r i t i e s .  They ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a r e  a p p r e h e n d e d , c h a r g e d ,  

and may i n  most i n s t a n c e s  end up b e i n g  s e n t e n c e d .  T h i s  means  

t h a t  e v e r y  t im e  o f f i c i a l  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  u s e d ,  a r e l a t i o n  w i l l  ; 

a lw a y s  be  f o u n d  to  e x i s t  b e t w e e n  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  and  

d e l i n q u e n c y .  One can i n t e r p r e t e  t h i s  from th e  M a r x i s t  p o i n t  o f  

v i e w .  The a g e n t s  o f  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  i n  s o c i e t y  a r e  seen  a s

s e r v i n g  the  " o w n e r  c l a s s " ,  t h a t  i s ,  the  h i g h  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c

(
s t a t u s  g r o u p s  who own and c o n t r o l  the  means o f  p r o d u c t i o n .

D e l i n q u e n c y  i s . t h e r e f o r e ,  s een  as  c e n t r a l  t o  c a p i t a l i s t i c  s o c i e t i e s ,  

and i t s  p r e v e n t i o n ,  o n l y  p o s s i b l e  th ro u g h  s o c i a l  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  

a l o n g  M a o i s t - s o c i a l i s t  l i n e s .

The f i n d i n g s  i n  o u r  s tu d y  show t h a t  a l a r g e  number o f  

d e l i n q u e n t  c h i l d r e n  come f rom  th e  low  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t r a t a .

T h i s  can p e r h a p s  b e  e x p l a i n e d  from  M e r t o n ' s  s t a n d p o i n t  a b o u t  the  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  d i f f e r e n t i a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  p e o p l e  i n  s o c i e t y .

Merton  i d e n t i f i e d  th e  c u l t u r a l  and s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  s o c i e t y .

The c u l t u r a l  s t r u c t u r e  c o n s i s t s  o f  d e f i n e d  g o a l s ,  p u r p o s e s  and  

i n t e r e s t s  w h i c h  e r e  a c c e p t e d  a s  l e g i t i m a t e  f o r  a l l  members o f  

s o c i e t y .  The s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  on the  o t h e r  h a n d ,  d e f i n e s ,  r e g u l a t e s  

and c o n t r o l s  the  a c c e p t a b l e  means o f  a c h i e v i n g  t h e s e  g o a l s  

th ro u g h  norms,  m ores ,  .and o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  E s s e n t i a l l y ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e r e  e x i s t s  th e  d e f i n e d  g o a l s ,  b u t  no em phas is  

upon the  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  a c h i e v i n g  t h e s e  g o a l s .

Such g o a l s  i n c l u d e  f o r  exam l e ,  s u c c e s s  th ro u gh  a c h ie v e m e n t  o f  

e d u c a t i o n .  S u c c e s s  i n  t h i s  c a se  may be  in  te rm s  o f  o c c u p a t i o n
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t h e  •

and h i g h e r  monetary  g a i n s .  I n d i v i d u a l s  i n  s o c i e t y  f i n d  i t  h a rd  

to  a c h i e v e  t h e s e  g o a l s  t h r o u g h  the  l e g i t i m a t e  and a c c e p t a b l e  

metQg. T h e r e f o r e ,  as  M erton  p u t  i t ,  " w h ic h  o f  the  a v a i l a b l e  

p r o c e d u r e s  i s  most e f f i c i e n t  in  n e t t i n g  th e  c u l t u r a l l y  a p p r o v e d  

v a l u e ?  The t e c h n i c a l l y  moat e f f e c t i v e  p r o c e d u r e  becom es  t y p i c a l l y  

p r e f e r r e d  to  i n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  p r e s c r i b e d  c o n d u c t . "  (M e r t o n  

R. K. , 1963:  1 8 1 ) .  T h i s  may e x p l a i n  why p e o p l e  f rom  l o w e r  

s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t r a t a  r e v e r t  more to  d e v i a n t  b e h a v i o u r  i n  t h e  

a t t em p t  to  s e c u r e  t h e  s u c c e s s  g o a l s  i n  s o c i e t y .  They do n o t  

have  th e  a b i l i t y  to  s e c u r e  th e  g o a l s  th r o u g h  the  l e g i t i m a t e  

means.  T h i s  may a l s o  e x p l a i n  why c h i l d r e n  from low  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  

s t a t u s  f a m i l i e s  en ga ge  more in  d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r  than  t h o s e  

f rom  h ig h  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  f a m i l i e s .  To them, i t  may b e
• 1 V

ah  a t t em p t  t e  Conform to  t h e  s o c i a l l y  a c c e p t e d  b e h a v i o u r s  i n
■> «

o r d e r  to  a c h i e v e  what  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  c an n o t  o b t a i n  f o r  them.

R e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw een  R e s i d e n c e  e f  ' . p a r en t s  and d e l i n q u e n c y

As i s  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  e a s e ,  r u r a l  p e o p l e  m i g r a t e  t o  th e
_ t

u r b a n  a r e a s  to l o o k  f o r  p a i d  employment t o  supplement-  t h e  * * a r g r e  

e a r n i n g s  o b t a i n e d  f rom  th e  f a r m s .  I n  most i n s t a n c e s ,  i t  i s  t h e  

men who m i g r a t e ,  w h i l e  t h e  women a r e  l e f t  b e h i n d  to  l o o k  a f t e r  

th e  c h i l d r e n .  T h e se  a b s e n t  p a r e n t s  a r e  " n o r m a l l y "  e x p e c t e d  t 

t o  v i s i t  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  a t  c e r t a i n  t i m e s .  Fo r  most f a m i l i e s ,  

such  t im e s o c c u r  a t  t h e  end o f  e v e r y  month s i n c e  t h i s  i s  the  

t im e  when most s a l a r i e s  a r e  p a i d .  W h i l e  some Of t h e s e  a b s e n t  

p a r e n t s  v i s i t  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  on a r e g u l a r  b a s i s  w h ich  c o u ld  

b e  w e e k ly  o r  m onth ly ,  o t h e r s  r a r e l y  o r  n e v e r  v i s i t  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .

The f r e q u e n c y  o f  t h e s e  v i s i t s  by  th e  a b s e n t  p a r e n t  i s  

an im p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  growth  and s o c i a l i s a t i o n

% '

1 13



o f  th e  c h i l d r e n .  1  p r o l o n g e d  a b s e n c e  may r e s u l t  i n  t h e  l a c k  

o f  p a r e n t - c h i l d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  ( a t t a c h m e n t ) ,  and c o n s e q u e n t l y  i n  

i n d e n t e d  s o c i a l i s a t i o n .  T h i s  i s  b e c a u s e  th e  a b s e n t  p a r e n t  i s  

not  p l a y i n g  h i s / h e r  r o l e  i n  th e  s e c i a l i s a t i o n  p r o c e s s  o f  t h e  

c h i l d r e n .  H i s  r o l e  as  a  f a t h e r  and s o u r c e  o f  a u t h o r i t y  i s  

q u i c k l y  e r o d e d  due to  h i s  p r o l o n g e d  a b s e n c e .

Our s am p le  shoved  t h a t  67.9% o f  o u r  r e s p o n d e n t s  v e r e  

r e s i d i n g  w i t h  b o th  t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  1 5 .3 ^  had no p a r e n t s ,  w h i l e  

17.4/6 v e r e  r e s i d i n g  w i t h  one p a r e n t .  T h i s  means t h a t  th e  

o t h e r  p a r e n t  had  m i g r a t e d .  I t  v a s  t h i s  17.4)6 o f  a b s e n t  p a r e n t s  

whomve t e s t e d  o u r  h y p o t h e s i s  on.

— f-v* ‘

TABLE 28:  F r e q u e n c y  o f  v i s i t s  by  1 *

L e v e l  o f  

d e l i n q u e n c y

F re qu e n cy  o f  v i s i t a

A month 
and L e s s

More than a 
Month and a b o v e

T o t a l

None 6 2 8

00 ( 1 4 . 6 ) ( 4 . 9 ) ( 1 9 . 5 )

M i l d 19 8 27

(JO ( 4 6 . 3 ) ( 1 9 . 5 ) ( 6 5 . 8 )

H igh 1 5 6

(JO ( 2 . 4 ) ( 1 2 . 2 ) ( 1 4 . 6 )

T o t a l  V a l i d 26 15 41

(JO ( 6 3 . ? ) ( 3 6 . 6 ) ( 1 0 0 . 0 )

C a l c u l a t e d  X 2 -  6 . 6 3 ,  d f  -  2

T a b l e  X 8 -  5 .99

L e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  -  0 , 0 5
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Hypoth es is  5: The lower the frequency o f  v i s i t s  by an absent

p a r e n t ,  the  h i g h e r  th e  l e v e l  o f  d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r .

As t a b l e  26 shows,  th e  number o f  a b s e n t  p a r e n t s  who v i s i t e d  

t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  was  q u i t e  s m a l l .  Even t h e n ,  i t  p r o v i d e d  us  w i t h  

some i n s i g h t  i n t o  the r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e en  f r e q u e n c y  o f  v i s i t s  

by  an a b s e n t  p a r e n t  and l e v e l  o f  d e l i n q u e n c y .

Those  c h i l d r e n  whose p a r e n t s  v i s i t e d  them w i t h i n  a d u r a t i o n  

o f  a month o r  l e s s  had e n ga ge d  i n  l a r g e  numbers in  m i ld  l e v e l  

d e l i n q u e n c y .  Only  2 . 4 % o f  t h o s e  whose  p a r e n t s  v i s i t e d  them w i t h  

the  same frequency! a month and l e s s * )  had engaged  i n  h igh  l e v e l  

d e l i n q u e n c y .

On th e  o t h e r  hand ,  c h i l d r e n  whose  p a r e n t s  v i s i t e d  them 

w i t h i n  a p e r i o d  l a s t i n g  more than  a month and a b o v e ,  had en gaged  

i n  h i g h  l e v e l  d e l i n q u e n c y  a t  the  r a t e  o f  1 2 .2 $ .  In  f a c t ,  o p l y  

4 . 9 ^ o f  th e  c h i l d r e n  whose  p a r e n t s  v i s i t e d  them w i t h  the  same 

f r e q u e n c y  (m o re  than a month and a b o v e )  w e r e  non d e l i n q u e n t s .

Been though  t h e s e  p e r c e n t a g e s  o f  a b s e n t  p a r e n t s  a r e  q u i t e  

s m a l l  due to the  o v e r a l l  numbers o f  a b s e n t  p a r e n t s ,  the  f i n d i n g s  

shown i n  t a b l e  28 l e a d  us to  a c c e p t  o u r  h y p o t h e s i s .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  the  l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

was  h i g h l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  the  0 . 0 5  l e v e l .  We, t h e r e f o r e ,  c o n c lu d e  

t h a t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  do es  e x i s t  b e tw een  f r e q u e n c y  o f  

v i s i t s  by an a b s e u t  p a r e n t  and l e v e l  o f  d e l i n q u e n c y .

The f i n d i n g s  shown in  t a b l e  28 and th e  e q u a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  

f i n d i n g  o f  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  l e n d s  c r e d e n c e  to ou r  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  

p r o l o n g e d  a b s e n c e  o f  the  p a r e n t  c r e a t e s  a v o i d  i n  the  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  

p r o c e s s  o f  th e  c h i l d r e n .  The l a c k  o f  a s u i t a b l e  s e t t i n g  f o r  the  

c r e a t i o n  o f  a  p a r e n t  -  c h i l d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  may c o n t r i b u t e  to  the  

l i k e l i h o o d  o f  the c h i l d  d e v e l o p i n g  a n t i s o c i a l  t e n d e n c i e s .  T h i s  i s  

b e c a u s e  th e  a b s e n t  p a r e n t  does  not  p l a y  h i s / h e r  r o l e  i n  the  c h i l d ' s
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s o c i a l i z a t i o n .  T h i s  may be  e s p e c i a l l y  so in  c a s e s  whe re  the  f a t h e r  

newer v i s i t s  the  c h i l d r e n ,  o r  in  c a s e s  w h e re  the  f a m i l y  i s  a s i n g l e  

p a r e n t  one .  In  t h i s  c a s e ,  the  mother  has  to l e a v e  the c h i l d r e n  w i t h  

s u b s t i t u t e  p a r e n t s .  I n  e i t h e r  o f  the  a b o v e  c a s e s ,  t h e r e  e x i s t s  the  

chances  o f  i n a d e q u a t e  s o c i a l i s a t i o n ,  w h ic h  nay l e a d  the  c h i l d r e n  

to d e v e l o p  a n t i s o c i a l  t e n d e n c i e s .

From the  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  o f  s y m b o l i c  i n t e r a ^ i o n i s a ,  t h e r e  i s  an 

a b s e n c e  o f  r e l e v a n t  sym bo ls .  I n  th e  c a s e  o f  a f a t h e r  who n e ve r  v i s i t a l  

h i s  c h i l d r e n ,  thp  image o f  the  f a t h e r  as a symbol i s  l a c k i n g  f o i  the  

c h i l d r e n  to  g i v e  meaning  to  i t .  S i n c e  s y m b o l i c  i n t e r a c t i o n i s m  

s u g g e s t s  t h a t  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  i s  n e v e r  e n d i n g ,  such  r e l e v a n t  im ages  

as  the  f a t h e r  o r  mother  become v i t a l  to  the  c h i l d r e n .  T h e i r  v e r y  

a b s e n c e  r a i s e s  th e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  d e l i n q u e n c y  o f  th e  c h i l d r e n  who have  

to  c r e a t e  t h e i r  own symbols  and i n t e r p r e t s  them in  t h e i r  own way .
n'

R e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e en  the  r e l i g i o u s  commitment o f  the

and d e l i n q u e n c y .
* t

The e x i s t i n g  l i t e r a t u r e  shows t h a t j p e l i ^ g i o n  has  had l i t t l e  to  do 

w i t h  d e l i n q u e n c y ,  w h e th e r  i n  t h e o r y  o r  i n  e m p i r i c a l  r e s e a r c h .

S c h o l a r s  in  th e  f i e l d  o f  d e l i n q u e n c y  h a v e  b een  more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  o n ly  

w h e t h e r  the  s u b j e c t s  i n  t h e i r  s am p le s  w e r e  a f f i l i a t e d  to  a r e l i g i o u s  

d e n o m in a t i o n ,  and i f  s o ,  how o f t e n  they  a t t e n d e d  church s e r v i c e s  

(W o o t t o n ,  1959;  D e n t l e r  and Monroe ,  1961;  Mugs ,  19 72 ) .

I n  o r d e r  to t e s t  o u r  h y p o t h e s i s  on r e l i g i o n  in  * * h i s  s t u d y ,  we 

went  f u r t h e r  than  o n ly  i n q u i r i n g  i n t o  the  r e l i g i o u s  a f f i l i a t i o n s  o f

/
our  r e s p o n d e n t s .  T h i s  i s  b e c a u s e  a lm o s t  e v e r j ^  c l a im s  to be  a f f i l i a t e d  OPC

t

to one o r  the  o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  d e n o m in a t i o n .  T h i s  was  no e x c e p t i o n

as f a r  as the  r e s p o n d e n t s  in  o u r  sam p le  w e r e  co n c e rn ed .  A l l  b e l o n g e d

to the  Christian r e l i g i o n .  We, t h e r e f o r e ,  went  f u r t h e r  and i n q u i r e d  into

the  f r e q u e n c y  o f  church  a t t e n d e n c e  w i t h  o t h e r  f a m i l y  members. T h i s  i s

the  in d e x  wh ich  we u se d  to gauge  th e  l e v e l  o f  r e l i g i o u s  commitment  

o f  th e  f a m i l i e s ,  o f  the' r e s p o n d e n t s  i n  o u r  s am p le .  I n  d o i n g  t h i s ,
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A *4. *
we w e r e  gu id e d  by  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  the  f a m i l y  i s  l a r g e r  than  the  

i n d i v i d u a l ,  and c o n s e q u e n t l y  more i n f l u e n t i a l  on i n d i v i d u a l  a c t i o n .

V o o t t o n  ( 1 0 5 9 ) ,  had fo u nd  t h a t  th e  M a j o r i t y  o f  th e  

d e l i n q u e n t s  i n  h e r  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s t u d i a a  w e r e  n o n - c h u r c h  a t t e n d e r s ,  

w h i l e  t h o s e  i n  t h e  c o n t r o l  g roup  w e r e  r e g u l a r  chu rch  a t t e n d e r s ,

Muga ( 1 9 7 2 ) ,  a l s o  fo u n d  t h a t  a l l  o f  th e  d e l i n q u e n t  c h i l d r e n  

s t u d i e d  w e r e  a f f i l i a t e d  to  some r e l i g i o n .  I t  c o u ld  h ave  been  

th e  c a se  t h a t  even  though  th e  c h i l d r e n  i n  M u g a 'a  s t u d y  w e r e  

a f f i l i a t e d  to  some r e l i g i o n ,  th e y  d i d  n o t  a t t e n d  chu rch  s e r v i c e s ,  

n o r  d i d  th e  o t h e r  members o f  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  R e l i g i o n  i s  im p a r t e d  

to  c h i l d r e n  a s  a  fo rm  o f  m ora l  g u i d a n c e  i n  the  s o c i a l i s a t i o n  

p r o c e s s .  V e  s h o u l d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  e x p e c t  to  f i n d  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  

b e h a v i o u r  b e t w e e n  t h o s e  c h i l d r e n  who come from  f a m i l i e s  w h ich  a r e  

d e e p l y  committed  to  r e l i g i o n ,  and t h o s e  who a r e  n o t .

T a b l e s  29 and 30 show o u r  f i n d i n g s  when we t e s t e d  f o r  th e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  r e l i g i o u s , commitment and d e l i n q u e n c y .

TABLE 2 9 :  F r e q u e n c y  o f  R e s p o n d e n t s  Church a t t e n d a n c e  by

L e v e l  o f  D e l i n q u e n c y

L e v e l  o f
F r e q u e n c y  o f  Church a t t e n d a n c e

d e l i n q u e n c y
R a r e l y  d r r W y e r * O f t e n

w* ■'? - • * *
. l r e r y  h; r  • T o t a l  !

None 12 43 40 95

0 0 ( 5 . 1 ) ( 1 8 . 3 ) ( 1 7 . 0 ) ( 4 0 . 4 )

M i l d 24 50 39 113

0 0 . ( 1 0 . 2 ) ( 2 1 . 3 ) ( 1 6 . 6 ) ( 4 8 . 1 )

H igh 16 8 3 27

0 0 ( 6 . 8 ) ( 3 . 4 ) ( 1 . 3 ) ( 1 1 . 5 )

T o t a l  V a l i d 52 101 82 235

0 0 ( 2 2 . 1 ) ( 4 3 . 0 ) ( 3 4 . 9 ) ( 1 0 0 . 0 )

C a l c u l a t e d  X 2 -  2 7 .6 5 ,  d f  -  4 ,  T a b l e  X2 h  14 .86  

L e v e l  o f  S i g n i f i c a n c e  •  0 . 0 0 5

117



As t a b l e  29 shows th e  l a r g e s t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  h igh  d e l i n q u e n c y  

s c o r e r s  was among t h o s e  who r a r e l y  o r  n e v e r  a t t e n d e d  church  

s e r v i c e s .  Among t h o se  who a t t e n d e d  q u i t e  o f t e n  and e v e r y  t im e ,  

was to be  found  the  l a r g e s t  c o v . t r i b u t i o n  o f  none d e l i n q u e n t s .

T h i s  shows t h a t  as the  f r e q u e n c y  o f  a t t e n d a n c e  i n c r e a s e s ,  th e  l i k e ­

l i h o o d  o f  e n g a g i n g  i n  d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r  d e c r e a s e s .  I n  f a c t ,  

th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  f r e q u e n c y  o f  chu rch  a t t e n d a n c e  and  

d e l i n q u e n c y  was  f o u n d  to  be  h i g h l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  0 .0 0 5  l e v e l .  

T h i s  l e d  us to  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  e x i s t s  

be tw e en  church a t t e n d a n c e  and d e l i n q u e n c y .

The r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw een  r e l i g i o u s  commitment o f  th e  f a d y  

and l e v e l  o f  d e l i n q u e n c y  i s  shown in  t a b l e  30.

TABLE 30:  R e l i g i o u s  commitment o f  f a m i l y  by  l e v e l  o f  d e l i n q u e n c y

----------------------

L e v e l  o f
R e l i g i o u s commitment o f f a m i l y

d e l i n q u e n c y L i t t l e  o r  
None

Some
Commitment

H igh
Commi tment

T o t a l

None 3 21 71 45

0 0 ( 1 . 3 ) ( 8 . 9 ) ( 3 0 . 2 ) ( 4 0 . 4 )

M i l d 16 28 69 113

0 0 ( 6 . 8 ) ( 1 1 . ) ( 2 9 . 4 ) ( 4 8 . 1 )

H igh 14 7 6 27

( O ( 6 . 0 ) ( 2 . 9 ) ( 2 . 6 ) ( 1 1 . 5 )

T o t a l  V a l i d 33 56 146 235

( * ) ( 1 4 . 1 ) ( 2 3 . 7 ) ( 6 2 . 2 ) ( 1 0 0 . 0 )

C a l c u l a t e d  X 2 -  19 .22

d f  -  4

T a b l e  X 2 -  1 4 .8 6

L e v e l  o f  S i g n i f i c a n c e  = 0 .0 0 5
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t h e  h i g h e r  t h e  l e v e l  o f  d e l i n g u e n c y .

H y p o t h e s i s  6 :  T h e  l e s s  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  commitm ent o f  t h e  f a m i l y ,

s c o r e r s ,  6/t came f rom  f a m i l i e s  o f  l i t t l e  o r  do  r e l i g i o u s  commit­

ment,  w h i l e  o n l y  2.8Jt came from f a m i l i e s  o f  a  h i g h  r e l i g i o u s  

commitment.  On t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  o n l y  1 . 3 ^  o f  th e  none d e l i n q u e n t s  

came f ro m  th e  f a m i l i e s  w i t h  l i t t l e  o r  no r e l i g i o u s  commitment,  

w h i l e  30.2/( o f  th e  none  d e l i n q u e n t s  came from f a m i l i e s  w i t h  a 

h ig h  r e l i g i o u s  commitment.

The l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e en  

r e l i g i o u s  commitment and l e v e l  o f  d e l i n q u e n c y  w as  v e r y  h i g h .  

( 0 . 0 0 5 ) .  The p e r c e n t a g e s  shown i n  t a b l e  30 and th e  e q u a l l y  h i g h  

l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  o f  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  l e a d  us t o  c o n c lu d e

t h a t  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  e x i s t s  b e tw een  th e  two v a r i a b l e s .

T h e se  f i n d i n g s  s u p p o r t  o u r  h y p o t h e s i s  and l e a d  us t o  a c c e p t  i t .
a

R e l i g i o n  i n  K en ya ,  as  i s  g e n e r a l l y  the  c a s e ,  i s  im p a r t e d  to  

c h i l d r e n  f rom  a v e r y  e a r l y  a g e .  T h e se  c h i l d r e n  a r e  t a u g h t  to  

a v o i d  e v e r y t h i n g  and e v e r y  a c t i o n  t h a t  i s  n o t  v i e w e d  as  a c c e p t a b l e  

i n  th e  e y e s  o f  God.

T he se  w o u ld  i n c l u d e  a c t s  such a s  t r u a n c y ,  s t e a l i n g ,  f i g h t i n g  

and v a r i o u s  o t h e r s .

T he se  same a c t s  a r e  a l l  i n c l u d e d  and c o n s i d e r e d  a s  j u v e n i l e  

d e l i n q u e n t  o f f e n c e s  i n  t h i s  s t u d y .  By  t e a c h i n g  c h i l d r e n  to  f o l l o w  

th e  d o c t r i n e s  o f  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n ,  and  b y  p r a c t i s i n g  t h e s e  d o c t r i n e s  

t h e m s e l v e s  so  t h a t  th e  c h i l d r e n  may em u la t e  th e m .th e  p a r e n t s  a r e  i n  

a c t u a l i t y  p u t t i n g  th e  s o c i a l i s a t i o n  p r o c e s s  i n t o  f o r c e .  I n  t h i s  

c a s e ,  th e  t h e o r y  o f  c u l t u r e  becomes v e r y  a p p l i c a b l e  i n  i n t e r p r e t ­

i n g  th e  f i n d i n g s  on t h i s  h y p o t h e s i s .  S i n c e  r e l i g i o n  i n  Kenya i s

T a b ^  30 shows t h a t  o f  th e  t o t a l  number

/
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im p a r t e d  to  c h i l d r e n  f rom  an e a r l y  a g e ,  i n  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  i m p a r t ­

i n g  r e l i g i o n  to  c h i l d r e n ,  c u l t u r a l  v a l u e s ,  norms,  mores and  g o a l s  

e r e  in  e f f e c t  t r a n s m i t t e d  to  the  c h i l d r e n .  In  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  the  

c h i l d r e n  who f a i l  to i n t e r n a l i s e  the  t e a c h i n g s  i m p a r t e d  th ro u g h  

r e l i g i o u s  t e a c h i n g ,  may f a i l  to  become a d e q u a t e l y  s o c i a l i z e d .

They » r e  , t h e r e f o r e , n o t  f j l l y  i n t e g r a t e d  i n  s o c i e t y  and t h i s  may 

e a s i l y  l e a d  to  d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r  t e n d e n c i e s .

I n  the  p r o c e e d i n g  c h a p t e r ,  we have  so f a r  t e s t e d  the  r e l a t i o n ­

s h ip  b e tw een  th e  v a r i o u s  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  and d e p en d en t  o n e s ,  

u s i n g  th e  c h i - s q u a r e  t e s t .  The f i n d i n g s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  

w i l l  b e  p r e s e n t e d  in  summary form i n  the  n e x t  c h a p t e r  i n  w h i c h  we  

w i l l  a l s o  p r e s e n t  our  c o n c l u s i o n s  b a s e d  on th e s e  f i n d i n g s .

}*
v  *
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CHAPTER SIX

CONCLUSION

Summary o f  the  F i n d i n g s

In  t h i s  s t u d y ,  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e en  c e r t a i n  s p e c i f i e d  

f a m i l y  en v i ro n m e n t s  and d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r  was t e s t e d .  T he se

s p e c i f i e d  f a m i l y  e n v i ro n m e n t s  w e r e :

( 1 )  F am i ly  s i s e

( 2) F a m i ly  s t a b i l i t y

( 3)  L e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a t t a i n e d  by  th e  p a r e n t s

( 4)  O c c u p a t io n  o f  the  p a r e n t s

( 5 ) R e s i d e n c e  o f  th e  p a r e n t s

( 6 )  R e l i g i o u s  commitment o f  th e  f a m i l y .

D e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r  was  m easu red  u s i n g  a m o d i f i e d  v e r s i o n  o f  

th e  Nye ( 1 9 5 8 )  d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r  s c a l e .  T h e ra  w e r e  in  a l l ,  24 

d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r  i t e m s .  T h e se  had the  same r e s p o n s e s  r a n g i n g  

from  n e v e r  committed  the  a c t ,  to  h a v i n g  committed  the  a c t  q u i t e  

o f t e n .  These  w e r e  s c o r e d  0 to  3 on th e  s c a l e .

S i x  .h y p o t h e s e s  w e r e  f o r m u l a t e d  i n  t h i s  s t u d y ,  and t e s t e d  u s i n g  

the  c h i - s q u a r e  t e s t  f o r  i n d e p e n d e n c e  and f o r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  

a s s o c i a t i o n .  The l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

be tw e en  th e  v a r i a b l e s  was m easu red  a t  t h e  0 . 0 5  l e v e l .  That  i s ; a t  

th e  95jf c o n f i d e n c e  l e v e l .  Out o f  t h e s e  s i x  h y p o t h e s e s ,  f i v e  w e r e  

a c c e p t e d  w h i l e  one was  r e j e c t e d .  The r e j e c t e d  one was h y p o t h e s i s  

2 w h ic h  co n ce rn ed  f a m i l y  s t a b i l i t y .
I

Out o f  the  s i x  h y p o t h e s e s  t e s t e d ,  f i v e  o f  them w e re  found  

to  c o n t a i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  wh ich  w e r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  o r  above  th e

0 .0 5  l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  H y p o t h e s i s  3 ,  wh ich  conce rned  the  

l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a t t a i n e d  by  the  p a r e n t s ,  though a c c e p t e d  on the

b a s i s  o f  p e r c e n t a g e s ,  was  f o u n d  to  c o n t a in  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  w h ich
%

was  no t  s i g n i f i c a n t .



To i n t e r p r e t ®  the f i n d i n g s ,  t h r e e  t h e o r e t i c a l  a p p r o a c h e s  

w e r e  u se d .  These  were  not  c o n f i n e d  to  any one o f  the  f i n d i n g s .

They w e r e  employed on the  b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  adequancy  in  i n t e r p r e t i n g  

t h e  f i n d i n g s  such th a t  one ,  two o r  more w o u ld  be  u sed  to i n t e r p r e t e  

one h y p o t h e s i s . ^ ^ T h e s e  t h r e e  t h e o r e t i c a l  a p p r o a c h e s  w e re ,  h o w e v e r ,  

f o u n d  to  b e  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  to  the  p r o c e s s  o f  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  wh ich  

i s  c e n t r a l  to  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r .

C o n c lu s i o n

T h i s  s tu d y  was e x c e p t i o n a l  i n  t h a t  i t  was  the  f i r s t  o f  i t s  

k in d  to  b e  c a r r i e d  out  in  Kenya .  By t h i s ,  we a l l u d e  to  the  

m eth od o lo gy  u se d  i n  t h i s  s t u d y ;  t h a t  i s :

( 1 )  The q u e s t io n n a i r e  wh ich  was  i n  the  fo rm  o f  a  s e l f  r e p o r t ,  and  

was co m p le t ed  by the  r e s p o n d e n t s  t h e m s e l v e s .

( 2) The sam p le  s e l e c t e d  a l s o  d i f f e r e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n  t h a t  i t
j

d i d  n o t  f o c u s  on c o n v i c t e d  o r  ap p reh en d ed  j u v e n i l e  

d e l i n q u e n t s .

H ow eve r ,  o t h e r  s t u d i e s  c o n c e r n i n g  j u v e n i l e  d e l i n q u e n c y  have  

been  c a r r i e d  o u t :  f o r  exam p le ,  Muga, 1972.

The d a t a  g a t h e r e d  i n  the  c o u r s e  o f  the  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  was found  

to b e  u s e f u l  b o th  on the s i d e  o f  t h e o r y  and a l s o  on the  e m p i r i c a l  

s i d e .

V a r i o u s  r e s e a r c h e r s  have  t e s t e d  f o r  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw een  

d i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l  f a c t o r s  and j u v e n i l e  d e l i n q u e n c y .  The methods  

u se d  to do t h i s  have  been v a r y i n g  f rom  one r e s e a r c h e r  to  the  o t h e r .  

Some have  u sed  o f f i c i a l  d e l i n q u e n t s  ( t h o s e  who have  come in t o  

c o n t a c t  w i t h  the  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  j u v e n i l e  d e l i n q u e n c y  p r e v e n t i o n  

such  as the  p o l i c e ,  j u v e n i l e  c o u r t s ,  a p p ro v e d  s c h o o l s  and remand  

h o m e s ) ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  have  u se d  s am p le s  drawn from th e  j u v e n i l e  

p o p u l a t i o n  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  to  t h e i r  known o r  unknown d e l i n q u e n t  

b e h a v i o u r s .
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The f i n d i n g s  from t h e s e  s t u d i e s  have  b een  a l s o  v a r y i n g  d e p e n d in g

m o s t l y  on th e  t yp e  o f  r e s p a n d e n t s  u s e d .  Schalars who have  u s e d  

o f f i c i a l  d e l i n q u e n t s  as t h e i r  r e s  o n d e n t s  have  i n v a r i a b l y  found  a 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  to  e x i s t  be tw een  th e  s o c i a l  f a c t o r s  and d e l i n q u e n t  

beha  v i o u r .  ( T h e  G l u e c k s ,  1934, 1950 ,  1962;  H e a l y  1915 ;  W o o t to n ,

1959; and Huga,  1 9 7 2 ) .  These  s t u d i e s  have  found  t h a t  more d e l i n q u e n t s  

come from l a r g e  f a m i l i e s ,  from b r o k e n  f a  m i l i e s ,  from f a m i l i e s  in  

which  the  p a r e n t s  ha v e  a low e d u c a t i o n ,  and a l s o  from low s o c i o ­

econom ic  s t r a t a .  When t e s t e d  f o r  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  have  

been  fo u nd  to be  s i g n i f i c a n t .

On th e  o t h e r  hand ,  th o se  who ba  v e  used  sam p le s  drawn from the  

j u v e n i l e  p o p u l a t i o n  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  to  t h e i r  known d e l i n q u e n c i e s  have  

f a i l e d  to f i n d  an o v e r a l l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to  e x i s t  be tween  v a r i o u s  f a m i l y  

e n v i r o n m e n t s d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r  ( N y e ,  1958;  Johnson ,  1 9 8 6 ) .  Some 

f a m i l y  f a c t o r s  such as f a m i l y  s i a e  have  been found  to  be  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

r e l a t e d  to  d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  such as  th e  b ro k e n  home 

have  u n c o v e r e d  no r e l a t i o n s h i p .  H o w e v e r ,  in  most i n s t a n c e s ,  the  

numbers o f  d e l i n q u e n t  c h i l d r e n  f r - m  th e  v a r i o u s  f a m i l y  e n v i r o n m e n t s  a r e  

more than ; ;o n -d e l  i n q u e n t s .  T he se  a r e  the  same f i n d i n g s  wh ich  w e re  

u n c o v e r e d  by t h i9  s t u d y .  We f a i l e d  to  f i n d  an o v e r a l l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

betw een  a l l  the fami l y  e n v i r a n m e n t s  and th e  d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r  o f  th e  

r e s p o n d e n t s .

Out o f  the  s i x  h y p o t h e s e s  w h ich  were t e s t e d  in  t h i s  s tu d y  f i v e  

w e r e  fo u nd  to c o n t a i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a  t i o n s h i p  to e x i s t  be tw een  the  

i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  and the d ep en d en t  o n e s .  T e s t s  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  showed t h a t  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  s b e tw een  f a m i l y  s i s e  and  

d e ’ i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o u r ,  b e tw een  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  and d e l i n q u e n t

b e h a v i o u r ,  between  f r e q u e n c y  o f  v i s i t s  by a b s e n t  p a r e n t s  and d e l i n q u e n t  

b eh a  v i o u r ,  b e tw een  typ e
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of fa.lily and delinquent behavi u r ,  a d  also between the religious 

coramitment of the family and de inquent behaviour, were al l  signi­

ficant at or be^v the 0.05 level of significance. This shows that, 

even thou.h the re atioushin between the level of education attained 

by the parents was ->ot fo md to be significant, a relationship s t i l l  

does exist between certain family factors and delinquent behaviour.

In every instance, there were more children who reported deli -  

nq ent behaviour who came from large families, from families in which 

the parents have attained a low level of education, from 1 otv socio­

economic stat s families, from families in which the absent parents 

rarely v isi t  their children, *  d from families with l i t t l e  or no 

religious commitment. The rejection of the hypothesis which dealt 

with ty e of family contradicts the firm belief  that more delinquents 

come from broken homes than from intact ones. This^meantthat, in order 

to understand this relationship, one sh mid look further than oujy the 

type of family into the parent-child r e l a t i o n s h i p s  which may have more 

expl « . . a t o r y  power.

Overall, the findi gs of this study are an indioat on that there 

are more adolesce ts who engage in delinquent behaviour than is ge eral -  

ly portrayed in o f f ic ia l  statistics. This would seem to confirm the 

observation that the entire Juve i le Justice system operates on a 

selective basis. In this way, so many adolescents who engage in del i ­

nquent behavi :r are lef t  un-apprehended. Consequently, this needs some 

attention in order to attempt to remove the selective na ture of 

apprehension and sentencing by the agents of juvenile justice.
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By uncovering a relationship to exist between the various 

family envirome ts and the fie1 i queat beliav our of the children 

from these families and by t.he attempt to explain the findings 

using the three theoretical a proaches, namely, the theory of 

c; ture, symbolic it ter ac t • oni sm, and Merton's differential  

o nortunity pers ective, this at dy has underscored the view 

that in most cases where adolescents engage tn delinquent be­

haviour, it is the result of inadequate socialization. The 

family, as the immediate age t of socialization, has in this in­

stance fai!ed to perform a most vital  duty. It has failed to 

transmit the social values to the children so that they become 

'normal' and functioning members of society. Coasequently, in the 

efforts made to nreve t juvenile de! inqueucy, the f mily should 

nle y a ce tval role. This is in view of the fact that it plays 

the most important part , in /moulding the behaviour of the children 

during the process of socialization.

This study, by uncovering the existence of adolescents who 

e gage in delinquent behaviour and who reside in the rural areas, 

has he'red to show that juvenile delinquency is not restricted to 

the urban areas alone. The existence of juve i le delinquency in 

the rural areas ma y he a reflection of social changes whi h are 

taking lace in Kenya. This may also he an indication that as a 

country experiences social and economic changes in terms of develop 

ment, its ’ eve1 of crime-rate^ r< se proportionately.

The findings and -the conclusions made in this study have two
*

Dia.or irj&licat ons which may contribute towards, the efforts be­

ing made to orevent juvenile deHnquency in Kenya.

1?5
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Imp1 i cati ons for delinquency prevention effortB

This study has mcovered two major implications which may be 

used tow- rds the efforts to -revent adolescents  ̂ engaging i n {■ '• 

delinquent behaviour.

(1)  ihat juvenile de/inquency needs to be looked at from a wider 

perspective, than has been normally the case. This is to say that 

in order to seek to understand why a. adolescent becomes del i ­

nquent or eig8ge.f in delinquent behaviour, one should not only 

study the individual adolescent. One should go further end study 

the family of origin of the adolescent. This wi!l provide a 

general background on why the adolescent reverts to delinquent 

behaviour.

• Further, in offering "treatment" to the juve i le de'inquents

the treatment should not be restricted to the adolescent alone.
s

It should be extended to the fa mily of the delinquent child, and 

especia ly t,o the parents. This is in view of the fact that the 

family acts as the f i r st  agent of socialization. Delinquent 

behaviour is related to inadequate socialization. In order to, at 

least, prevent children from reverting to de!inq uent behaviour, 

comprehensive family l i fe  ed cation should be offered to families 

in the form of g id* nee and counselling. This is in view of the 

fact observed by Gottfredson ( 1986:. 06) that "delinquency prevent­

ion programs have not been implemented in ways that alio* a careful 

assesment of the ms nner in which they are carried out or allow one 

to make strong references about their effects."
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A family based prevention urogram would a l l  w room for 

evaluation of their success or failure. In later stages such 

a program can then be extended to the school -  setting to in­

volve both the students and the teachers, together with other 

members of the community since they are also important agents 

of socialization.

(2) That the study of de’ inquency should not confine i tse l f  

to dealing with o f f i c i a ’ ly termed de’ inquents. Sarnies should 

be dr wn from the entire juvenile 10 ulation, a nd from juve­

nile delinquent institutions. Data can theu be obtained from 

the two samp/es i,. order to k ow the home experiences of the two 

samples. As the present study has demonstra "ted, adolescents 

are ready to report on their hitherto unknown delinquent 

tendencies. Comparisons of the information gained from the two 

samples ma y prove useful towards the search for causes of deli­

nquency, and consequently towards its prevention.

Further Research

One of the major shortcomings in delinquency related research 

is that it is usually short-term. In a develo >ing country like 

Kenya, long-term oriented research becomes very necessary. Longi- 

tudi a 1 research should be desi* ed and carried out in various 

arts of the country. Such research should deal with children born 

at specific periods, (birth cohorts^ who should be selected as the 

research subjects. These should be followed with r eo r t s  on their 

behaviour being trken at certain specified times using questionnaires 

end interview schedules. These should be administered to the research 

subjects, and others to the parents of these subjects. Data should 

also be ol*ta ned from school records, a nd from po’ ice and court records. 

Such an approach may he a step towards uncovering what are the major
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causes of de i: quency which have so far remained obscure. This 

would he si Pa r  to the study carried out by West end Farrington 

(1977) which involved the school, the pa rents, the police and 

the co irts. The study was carried out over a period of 20 years.

At the sa me time a fund should be set aside dealing with 

this kind of research. This is because, the funding needed for 

this type of longitudinal research is quite enormous. However, 

in the face of the changing times, this should not be so di f f icult  

since it wil l  have its res Its in the future.

)
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L / n t / w  t-y- / v o / r n o ^

2)ef>ortj*ient o f S qc* o Logy i

j
____________fl,e .s  ponde. n 't  - S e x ' _____________ ________________ *___________

Thie i 8 par t  o f  . a  study intended to f ind  ways to make l i f e  b e t t e *  
f o r  young peop le  in  th i s  a r e a .  As such, ao that  we can o f f e r  you 
adequate guidance,  we need to know a few th ings  about you; S p e c i f i c a l l y ^  
we need to know sone th ing  about your f a m i l y ,  your experience* and problems 
i f  any. The quest i ons below are  meant f o r  you to answer so that  we can 
l e a rn  the above things  about you.

No one in th i s  School  w i l l  know how you answer your q u e s t i o n s . T h a t  i s  
why you are not r e qu i r ed  to g i v e  in your name on the ques t i onna i re#  The 
number a t  the top o f  t h i s  ques t i on na i re  i s  intended to help us know how, 
many you a re .  P l e a se  answer the quest ions f r a n k l y ,  even; i f  you think 
ther e  are peop le  who might d isagree  wi th you.  Try and answer a l l  the 
quest i ons .  I f  you do not understand any o f  the question^ you are  f r e e  
to ask o r  enqui re .

SECTION A

Questionnaire number

v*

1. Most ch i ld ren  have br o ther s  and s i s i t e r e  in  t h e i r  f a m i l y .

( ( i )  How many b r o th e r s  and s i s t e r s  do you have?_____  .

( l O  How many o f  them l i v e  wi th  you at home?______________________

( i i i )  Are th e r e  o th e r  ch i l d re n  apart  from your br o ther s  and -SV-itSIrr- 

teho l i v e  wi th  you at  home? Yes,  No.

( i v )  I f  Yes,  how majy are they? _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

2. Most ch i l d re n  l i v e  wi th both t h e i r  parents .

( i )  Do you l i v e  wi th both your parents? Yes No

( i i )  I f  you do hot l i v e  wi th both o f  then, who do you l i v e  with?

 ̂( a ) )do ther  , ( b )  Father ,  ( c )  R e l a t i v e s  (d i  O tKer ,

( i i i )  I f  you l i v e  w i th  your moth* r  what has happened to you father?

( a )  death,  ( b ) sep f l rat ion ( c )  d i v o r c e  ( d )  d e ^ t i o n  o r  ( e )  never

m a r r i e d .

( i v )  I f  you l i v e  with your f a t h e r ,  what has happened to your mother?

( a )  death,  ( b ) s ep ar a t i on ,  ( c )  d i v o r c e ,  ( d )  d e s e r t i o n .

( v )  I f  you do not l i v e  w i th  any one o f  your parents ,  what has

happened to them? ( a )  death,  (b )  d i v o r ced  ( c )  l e f t  you (d )O fo * '.

3. Below are  educa t i ona l  l e v e l s  which a person may have a t t a i n e d .

( a )  No formal  Schoo l ing

(b )  Pr imary School

( c )  Secondary School»
( d )  Co l l eg e  educat ion

( e )  U n i v e r s i t y  educat ion

( i )  Which o f  the above has your f a t h e r  reached?

( i i )  Which o f  the above has your mather reached? _______

4# The f o l l o w i n g  are o c cu pa t i ona l  c l a s s e s  which mapy o f  us in  Kenya 

b e l ong .

( a )  P easant farmer  o f '  sn a i l  t r ade r

( b )  General worker eg.  ho te l  w a i t e r ,  c l e ane r ,  d r i v e r

( c )  P r o f e s s i o n a l  eg .  doc to r ,  l awyer ,  t eacher



N I

( d )  Senior adm in is t ra t o r  eg* M i n i s t e r ,  d£>lomat, permanent s e c r e t a r y ,  

b i g -bus ine ss  owners and b i g  f a rmers .

( i )  which o f  the above does your f a t h e r  f a l l  u n d e r ? _________________

( i i )  which o f  them does your mother b e l ong  to? ___________________________

5.  Today most ch i l d ren  l i v e  wi th t h e i r  parents  e i t h e r  in  the rura l  
o r  urban a re as .  However, some parents ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  the  f a t h e r  
l i v e  in the urban area .

( i )  Dd you l i v e  wi th both your parents in

( a )  the ru ra l  area or ( b ) urban area

( i i )  I f  you do not l i v e  wi th  them t o g e t h e r  in the  same p l ace ,  
who do you stay with?

( a )  Mother ( b )  Father

( i i i )  I f  you s tay with mother,  where do you stay?

( a )  r u r a l  area ( b ) urban area

( i v )  I f  you stay  w i th  f a t h e r ,  where?

( a )  r u r a l  area ( b )  urban area

( v )  I f  you s tay  wi th r e l a t i v e s ,  i n d i c a t e  where a l so

( a )  ru r a l  area ( b )  urban area «-

( v i )  How o f t e n  does the parent  who you do not s.tay wi th v i s t  you?

( a )  Once a week

(b )  Once a month
( c )  Once a year
(d ) Rarely

6. Most people  be long to th i s  or the o ther  r e l i g i o n .

( i )  Which r e l i g i o n  do you be long to?

( a )  C h r i s t i a n i t y  X b ) Is lam ( c )  T r a d i t i o n a l  ( d )  o t h e r '

( e )  None

( i i )  Do your parents be long to the sane r e l i g i o n  as you? Yes No.

( i i i )  Do your bro thers  and s i s t e r s  a l so  b e l ong  to the  sane r e l i g i o n  

as you? Yes, No.

( i v )  How o f t en  do you a t t end  Church (Mosque)  s e r v i c e s ?

(a )  Never ,  ( b ) R a r e l y  ( c )  q u i t e  o f t e n  ( d )  e v e r y  t ime.

( v )  Do your parents  a t t end  Church s e r v i c e s  wi th  you ( i f  they 

are o f  the same r e l i g i o n  as you are? Yes,  No.

( v i )  Do o ther  members o f  the /amily a t t end  w i th  you? Yes,  No.

( 2 )

%



( 3 )»»
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SECTION B

For th i s  s e c t i o n ,  you are  r equ i r ed  to i n d i c a t e  the choi ce  which 
a p p l i e s  to you from the ones given in the boxes ,  ( j u s t  as you 
answer m u l t i p l e  cho i c e  q u es t i on s ) *  I n d i c a t e  the  l e t t e r  bes ide  the 
quest ion a f t e r  choosing  your answer from those  in the  box*

1 . B e f o r e  they have f i n i s h e d  secondary sc hoo l ,  most peop l e  have done 
one or a l l  the f o l l o w i n g .  Have you e v e r )

( i )  Disobeyed your parents

( i i )  Ran away from home or stayed out a l l  n i g h t  wi thout  your 

parents permiss ion

( ( i i i )  Stayed away from schoo l  wi thout  a l e g i t im a t c  excuse or

permiss ion  from your t e a c h e r s ______________________

( i v )  Sent out o f  any c l a s s  f o r  __________________

misbehav ing ___________________

( v )  Been suspended or e x p e l l e d  

from schoo l  ’__________ _

■I( u s e  
these  
C h o i c e s  )i

( v i )  Cheated on any c l a s s  t « s t

( v i i ) Smoked whi l e  in schoo l  or  

even at hone ___________ _

A, Never

B • Once or tw ice  

C .  S e v e rn  L 

D*

( v i i i )  Drank beer  or  even bought ok t r i e d  to buy i t

( i v )  Taken or used drugs ( e g *  Bhang) or even so ld  them

( v )  Been pi ck up by the  p o l i c e  or  put dm p o l i c e  p roba t i on

( v i )  Gone to p a r t i e s  or dances where o ther s  would dr ink beer

wi thout  permiss ion  ______________

( v i i )  Driven a Car wi thout  a l i c e n c e  __________________

A 8 we grow up, we u su a l l y  commit va .^ ±o ,\ ^ o tt  ences which are  not 
approved o f f  by o the r  peop le  in r / ' Have you ever ;

( i )  Taken l i t t l e  th ings  (wor th  l e s s  than Shs*5)  tha t  did not

be long to you __________________

( i i )  Taken th ings  o f  some va lue  (between Sbs.20 and o v e r )  that  
did not  b e l ong  to y o u ______________

( i i i )  Damaged or des t r oyed  pub l i c  or p r i v a t e  p r ope r t y  on purpose

( i v )  Gone on to someone e l s e ' s
proper ty  wi thout  permiss ion

( v )  Brokjtos in to  or t r i e d  to break 
and enter  a b u i l d i n g  wi th  
i n t e n t i o n  to s t e e l

( use
these
choices

( v i )  Set f i r e s  in  woods, b u i l d i n g ,  o r  o ther  
p laces  where th e y  should not  be ________

! A.  Never 
I B * One e or tw ice  

C • -S'cv-ero L t_i 
j d • GLuiia- O

Young peop le  engage in v a r i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s  which we a l l  know are  not 
sanct ioned by peop le  in  s o c i e t y .  Have you ev er )

( i ' '  $een i n , a  f i s t - f i g h t  ) __________
( i i )  Taken part  in g a n g - f i g h t s  ______

( i i i )  Beaten up ch i l d r e n  who had donenothing to you _______
( i v )  Hi t  your mother oT  f a t h e r  _______
( v )  Used f o r c e  or t h r e a t s  to'  ' ^use these

Choic e s )

Used f o r c e  or t h r e a t s  to 
ge t  money oY  something e l se  
from somebody

( v i )  Concealed a weapon on your person

j A . Never  
! B • One o o r  twi ce 
j C • -Severe*L ton -es-
' D* S T ) l j

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION I


