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Abstract

This study discusses the effects of child labour on girl child
educational performance and reconstruction in Kakuzi Division, Thika
District. Child labour is illegal in Kenya; however, it still exists in various
places to date. The study noted that it has negative impact on the educational
performance of the girl child, but not much research has been done on the
extent of this influence. lhere was also need to ascertain the impact of the
family characteristics ofthe girl child labourer, the community's educational
initiatives towards the girl child labourer, the performance of the girl child
labourer in school and the extent of their educational reconstruction,
especially after the introduction of the free primary education scheme in
Kenya in 2003.

Literature review was done on the various aspects of the child labour
and girl child labourers such as their educational rights and children rights,
labour laws, past efforts towards improving the girl child educational
performances, and reconstruction of child labourers who had previously
dropped out of school, etc. In addition, the study reviewed literature on
Radical and Marxist feminist theories, as utilized by the study.

The study findings were collected through questionnaires and
interviews from a random sample of hundred (100) girl victims of child
labour between 10 and 17 years of age (forming the general respondents)
and twenty (20) key respondents that included teachers, local education
officials, provincial administration officials, parents, guardians, and Human
Rights Activists, who were purposively selected. They were then analyzed
using SPSS, statistical software, and reported through sets of percentages,

distribution tables, pie charts, bar and line graphs.



The study found out that the educational performances of the girls in
child labour are poorer than those not in child labour. The participation of
girls in child labour, the low educational performance of these girls and the
high school dropout rate (42%) were largely due to poverty. Most of the girl
child labourers have not adequately utilized the free primary education
scheme, as confirmed by the limited number of girl child labourers who had
previously dropped out of school going back.

Finally, the study recommends scnsitizilion campaigns, policy lomiulation,
educational awareness o f load Provincial Administration on the education of the girt child
labourer, and urgent need to curb casts o finvisible/' hidden child labour as practiced at tIx1
individuil households. In addition, tittncial support to girl diild labourers tlrrxxigh
sponsorships or bursaries, tuition waiver or free secondary education, especially for the poor,
and continuing tree primary education with introduction of school unilbnns Is required to

control absenteeism.
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Chapter I: (General Introduction

1.1 Background

Child labour in die world has been in existence a long time ago. In indi«n;il
Revolution luiropc cliildrcn were of much iikhv help. But in the world today general
concent Lsalso tilting tow;irds the education o f the giri cliild, especially in mainland Alrica:
*lack o fbasic literacy is a much greater problem in developing countries, where some 30%
o fthe population cannot read or write.. .Illiteracy has a strong gender dimension, especially
in poorest countries of the world where illiteracy among females is almost twice tltat of
males. O fthe 150 million children aged six to eleven who arc not in school. 90 million of
them are girls. High rates o f female illiteracy are linked strongly to poverty...A combination
o ftraditional culture and economic pressures kevp many gills out o f school: rural liunilies
lend to be more traditional and less suppxxrtivuo fwomen’s education. But in Lirgc Gimilies, it
is expensive to educate all die diildren—girls tov always sacrificed in favour o feducating
boys'(Giddens, 1997).

Child labour is one of a number of child abuse and maltreatment
cases. Child abuse is harm to or neglect of a child, whether adult or child,
which comes in a number of ways ranging from physical coercion, corporal
punishment, emotional abuses, or even sexual abuses. There arc many signs
that show' that a child has been abused. If it is physical signs such as injuries
on the body or unexplained cases of physical injury that may at times bring a
disagreement between the child and the abuser, especially if he/ she happens
to he the parent. For emotional cases the child may show withdrawn
behaviour that display the child as being afraid of getting into physical

contact with the parents, as a sign of guilt.



Child abuses at household levels commonly happen in families where
the parents or one of the parents was abused while young or in isolated
families dogged by crises and stressing situations, perhaps financial.

Child labour is defined by ANPPCAN, UNICEF and ILO as both paid
and non-paid work and activities that compromise physical, psychological
and moral development of children in an exploitative way that denies the
children the process of being children, pushing them to premature adulthood.
Child labour started in Kenya a long lime ago. In colonial times the colonial
administration employed children in quarries and rail line constructions.
Most children were also employed in European settler farms to do some
agricultural work or even domestic.

The cause of this high labour force is attributed to poverty, high cost
of education, cultural attitudes, poor performance of children in school, or
even low awareness ofchild rights (ILO, 1998/9).

The Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS) estimates that there arc about
3.5 million children out of school and working in agriculture, offering
domestic services, mining and quarrying, logging, building and construction,
tourism and entertainment sectors. By 1999 there was about 32.1% school
dropout rate in the country. 19.1% in primary schools and 21.5-30% in
secondary schools. 17.4% of the working children are between the 5-17 years
making a total of 14.4% of the total labour force in the country.
Unfortunately, 43.6% are children between 10-14 years. 30.1% arc between
15-17 years.

But majority of them work in both subsistence and commercial
agriculture. 34% work in commercial agriculture and fishing. 23.6% work in
subsistence agriculture and lishing. Those working in commercial

agriculture as reported by ANPPCAN work for long hours under extreme



weather conditions sustaining injuries and harm from agrochemicals. They
get low pay, are sexually exploited and do not go to school. And most of
these children are girls.

Thika District is largely an agricultural and industrial hub of Central
Province. ‘The district as a whole has traditionally been rich in agricultural
production, having a large number of coffee and tea estates. Because of both
its historical industrial and agricultural strength, Thika District has attracted
migrants from other parts of the country’ (Report on HIV/AIDS and Women
Land Rights, 2004). But there is a striking contrast between the urban and
rural areas: ‘However, rural areas in Thika District are characteristically
rural in the sense that smallholders fanning is the predominant livelihood
and few residents commute daily to urban jobs.’

The District is about 40 km from Nairobi and it was created recently
from parts of Kiambu and Muranga districts. It has six administrative
divisions: Ciatanga, Gatundu, Kamwangi. Thika Municipality, Ruiru, and
Kakuzi. Kakuzi Division has luxuriant coffee farms like Muka Mukuu,
flower and pineapple plantation estates like Del Monte (K) Limited that have
attracted the services of the girl child in both the agricultural and domestic
works that make them less conscious of their educational rights (M inistry of
Finance and Planning, 2002).

Thika District is the third most populous district in Central Province
with 645 713 people, according to 1909 census. lhere are .329 people per
kilometer except Thika Municipality and Ruiru that make 26% with 282
people per square kilometer (Ministry of Finance and Planning, 2002).
CKRC hearings from the district rank it the 4,h most densely populated

district in the province. The primary school enrollment rate is 75.3%



confirming the district with the second lowest rate, whereas the secondary

enrollment is 28.3% ranking the district the least.



12 Pmbkm statement

The purpose ofthe study was to find out the educational performance
and reconstruction ofthe girl child in child labour:

(1) To find out whether a girl child is able to reconstruct herself
educationally after exposure to child labour; how many girls arc able to do
this?

(2) And also to find out how the authorities and other stakeholders can
help in the educational reconstruction of the girl child in child labour.

The research recognized that education could be understood in various
ways. Some of the perspectives in education are for example Jane
Thompson’s understanding of education as the transmission of ideas and
values about the reproduction of certain kinds of social relationships
between adult learners in society (Thompson, 19%). It is not only what
happens in schools and colleges and all other identifiable institutions that are
part and parcel of education system but also the culturally accepted and
recognized forms ofeducation.

The struggle to get rid of child labour in Kenya is mainly to fight for
girl child education. In the same respect it is arguable that by getting
education, the girl child can fight child labour and other related abuses
adequately. “Although the link between child labour and schooling is
complex, universal education is a central pillar in the struggle to abolish
child labour” (Manda, D.K. et al, 2003: 12).

According to 1998/1999 Child Labour Report by the government of
Kenya 1.3 million children between the ages of 5-17 years were out of
school. Child labour is cited as a serious cause of this dropout rate. The
academic performance of the child is adversely affected because the tasks in

child labour practice are so demanding in terms of physical effort and time.



W ith consecutive low performance the children fail to relate the advantages
of studying to the benefits from child labour like quick money. They work
more than 45 hours every week making them exhausted for effective
study.18.4% of the children had no formal education. Lack of formal
education affects their cognitive development (CBS, 1998/9).

Besides regional differences in education gender disparities are
prevalent. The girl child is a common victim of these gender disparities in
education. Child labour is also blamed for this inequality, where girls stay
out of school providing cheap domestic labour. According to 2001 statistics
and 1999 population census projections, out of 3,452,810 school-going girl
child population only 3,113,800 girls were enrolled in school. During 1989-
2003 the non-completion rale for girls was below 50% while the completion
rale remained below 50%, except in 2001. At the national level the transition
rate into secondary school in 2001 was 47.81% for boys and 44.58% for
girls (Bwonda. 2005:11, 23, 30). This shows that there is a big gap to be
filled as far as girl child education is concerned in Kenya.

In factoring in some of the major variables to be considered in this
research, for example the socio-cultural dimension of child labour or
parental attitude, as diminishing the girl child’s struggle for her educational
right, a structural explanation of educational failure of the rural girl child in
child labour, especially, as a regrettable problem that can be remedied, was
also be explored. In allocating bursary monies to children, there is no special
consideration of the girl child. “Gender consideration is not incorporated in
bursary allocation to cater for boys and girls in mixed secondary schools.
Yet research data indicates good evidence of existence of gender-based

ditferenccs in students’ performance, with boys performing better than



girls... at the same time available evidence indicated higher dropout rates

among girls than boys...” (Orodho, 2003: 33).



I J Research Questions

The study made use ofthe following questions:

1. What is the extent ofgirl child labour in Kakuzi?

2. To what extent does child labour affect girl child performance in school?
3. What factors account for girl child labour with respect to characteristics
ofthe girl child and thatofher family?

4. What other effects does child labour have on girl child?

1.4 Research Objectives

The majorobjective o fthe study was to find outthe impacto fchild labouron die educational
performance and reconstmction o fthe girl child.

The specific objectives were as follows:

1. To show the demographic characteristics of the girl child in child labour
and of their parents, the community’s girl child in labour educational
initiatives and the manner in which girl child in child labour participates in
education.

2. Todemonstrate that child labour lias for-reaching effects on the educational performance
o ftiregirl child in rural Kenya.

3. To aflinn tliat O<*girt child suffers die most from child labour and drat six: cannot
transform herselfeducationally unlike the hoy child who is known to go hick to school at

any age.



1.5 Justification tor the Research

In Thika and neighbouring districts like Kiambu of which Thika was |xat of girl
child education remains elusive as Father Mwangi reported the conlession o fa 16-year child
bi News thjm Alrica (2004) married oft'in Kiambu by the parents. litus Wainaina reported
hi 1)aily Nation (1999) that kick o fawareness is to blame for cliild labour. 1le says: ‘Kiambu
is notorious tor its child labour practices. The lush flower, coffee and lea plantations attract
annics of child labourers.' 1le cites a 13-year old Jane Wambui who dropped out of class
five.

In many instances tlierc are a large number o f indications must o f wtiich are verbal
confirming that the girl cliild is vulnerable to dreaded situations, but no legal stipulation has
been made as an attempt to treat tlx* girl child's case differently to luster a step timIXT in
dtampioning tcr her rights, especially in education. For example. Article 2 of tix*
Comention ot'ilie Riglits o ftix*Child (CR Q states that tix* rights in tix* convention apply to
all chikkvn with no exception. This isa ruthless imposition ifitaims at fighting for thx* girl
child's riglits. Although there arc a number o farticles like Article 28 that champion tor five
and compulsory education there are no particular isolated implementation procedures that
ensure llvit tix* rightso fthe girl child arc taken care o fseriously.

The Child Riglits Provision in tix* Kenya Children's Act is equally lhrstrafing,
Section 7(1)on tix*right to education reads
Everychildshall he entitled u>edtkxainn tltefrovision o fwhich shall be the responsibility’of
thegavtmnktU endparents.

Section 7(2) is about five education tor tlie children. So there is no |xuticular explicit
provision for tlx* girl child except Section 14 dial states dial rx) person shall subject a child to
femak* circumcision, early marriage or other ailtir.il rites, customs or traditional practices
that are likely to affect the diild's life, health, social welfare, dignity or physical or
Psychological development, which docs not itselfconcern with outright fight tir the girl child

Ahfca&on especially inchild labour that isour concern here.



lhika lias a shup contrast in the rate o fenrollment in bolh primary and sooonday
education. CKRC estimates 753% in primary ;»xJ283% in secoixkiy, making a difference
0f47.0% o fthosewho do notgo to secondary school. Where do the>'go?
In addition, general statisticsshow tluttlx; girl Juki's education in Kenya istow precipitating
several researches on areas such as tIx; educational expectations and occupational aspirations
o fthe giri child (karaoke 1* 1976; Mutiso M 2005) but no particular treatment or general
discussion lias boat amused on tix: ctlbcts o fchild labour on tIx: education o fthe same girl

child, especially inchild labour situations.

1.6Scopeand Limitations

Ihe research was conducted in the entire Kaku/i Divisionof Ihika District marking
all cases o fchild labotr ;md girl cfiild education, dropout rates, academic performance rates
and dx*resultant ellects on gill child education.

Ihcrc is a way tlxit tIx: results of tIx: study may' not give an adequate gcrxr.ilizal
picture of die impact of child Labour on girl child education in Kenya lhere are ditiering
situations o fchild labour at differing degrees til different places at differenttimes. Ibis isone

o fthe most profound limitations o fdx* study.

10



Chapter 2: Literature Review
2.1 Introduction

This diapter focused on the review of literature about die effects o fdiild labouron
girl child educatioa Some ofthe major aspects o fdie analyses will feature dx* hlstoiy, nature
ofaixl lim b indiikl labour indx world aixl in Kenyawith emphasis on female diikl labour
development in Kaku/i Division ofiliika District Child rights and labour laws concerning
diild labourin Kenya will he explored lierc as wdL Hx* level o feducational reconstruction
ofthe girl diikl indiikl labouriso! the tniijorconcern liere.

TIx* numberand general condition o fwoddng children in relation to dxir education,
togetherwith die effectsofdiild labouron girl diikl education in rural Kenya itrc reviewed.
In addition, dx* tretxls in educational reconstnxtion ofthe girl diikl will be projected in dx*
literature. This will find (Hitwhy itishaul to revive educationally the girl child victim o fdiild

labour.

2.1.1 Child labour, Chikl Rightsand Labour Laws in Kenya

According to UNJCKF education is an intervention mechanism that has dx* potential
to equip aixl empower children not only with litenx-y. reasoning, aixl numerous skills, but
also with critical social skills, a sense of responsibility, sett-respcct aixl respect fix odxns,
knowledge of dxir rights and dx* capacity to resist exploitation, therefore, dx* child's
knowledge o fher rights in all die splxros of life isa prodixi o feducation, and die ability to
resist exploitation in terms ofdiild labour cannot be achieved withouteducation:
fig-1

Education



Successful education will lead tlx; child to mderctund Ixr rigltfs, therefore, preventing
child labour. Failed education will lead to the child engaging in child hhour. So with good

educatxxio fthe giri child, especially on herrights, itis possible to eliminate child labour.

2.1.1 (a)Chikl lahour

Different people deline Oiild l1abour in many ways. Ihe various delinitions should
captuie tix* esserxe oftlx; perspectives tlrey are driving aL Hut it isgenerally accepted tluitan
clement o f c.\pk>iuiti<xt sIxxild be empliasized to make sure dial it is what is drcailod. And
one ofdie commonest detinrtiorts is by ILO taxi UNICFF dial defines child labour as any
paid or unjxrkl cxploiLtlive work by children dial denies them die privilege ofbeing children
by considering diem ixlullswhen it is inappropriate (I INK FF, 1007). Tlx; exploitative nature
of child labour is when children are fxtid low wages or salaries for working long Ixxrrs
making dx*mdo ajob or work dial may not be ofany use to dxir personal developnx.'til

()dier conventional definitions o fchild lahxir consider child labour ns forced Mxxrr.
Children may be withtbawn out of sdxxil to rxvompany their parents to places ofwork, or
keep working part time aller scliool against dx*ir wish and widxxJ dx*irconsent. Ibus, diikl
labour isany form ofwork dial prevents the cliild from going to sclxx>l or ifgoing to scliool
then from pertbnning well by limiting concentration time fix stixlics.

ILO's 19% Report estimates dial 40% of Kenyan children aged 10-14 is in child
lalxxir. Tliis corresponds almost to dx* CBS's 2000 .statistics dial estimates dial about 1.9
million (17.4%) children between the ages o f5-17 arc in vwxk. f Ihe general statistics may
differ. Hut dx* idea is die same.) They cite housework aix| hodi subsistence and conmxuial
agriculture as dx* leading empkiyets o f children. 34% of dx* children work in commercial
agriculture, mainly coffee in Central Province, and 13.6% in subsistence agriculture. TIx*
Bureau lor International 1.abour Atfurs ofdie I1S (ioveniment citing ILX) says: T lowever.
during peak seasons, Kenyan diildrui ;x\xxnx fix close to orx*-halfof dx* workforce in

Panting, wealing and harvesting on sugar estates, and between 50-60% o f dx* wxxkforce in



coftcc plantations.” (1037). Italso adds dial eleven percentof Kaiva’s domestic workers are
1(Vyearold girls. Many domestics work tor little or no pay, while being isolated from f;unily
by the work. and many sutler psydtological, physical or sexual abuse (1039).

Ihc pliglit of dx* street chiklren in Katya is also anotlter issue o f child labour. 1.0
documented 1998 about 200, 000 street chiklren in Katya. Most of them today are in
rehabilitation centers but there arc still others coming back to the streets. These children are
misused, most ofiat used in criminal activities lor otlters' sake. Ihey kill or mb tor other
people. They arc anjikiyed to sell small halts lor busiitcss people are eitfidod to may be ItxxI
oitly.

Ollier sectors and occultations tliat are major employers include iishing in Ny.uva
Province, soapstone quarrying in Kish, sand mining in | Ikambuni orgokl muting in Weston

I’mvincec,

2.1.1 (b) Child Rights

Most o fthe provisions o fthe child rights in Kenya are governed by inclusions in the
Convention lor Rights of the Child (CRC'X Katya Children Act, 2001, Employment Act,
and tltc ConstitutionofK atya

Article 73 ofthe constitution o f Kenya protects everyone against slavery and forced
labour and Article 74 prohibits inhuman treatment. Afongside die protection dx-se tirades is
dtikl labour, nldxHigh dx*rc is no explicit citing. Child labour is considered an inhuman
treatment to die child. lhe constitution Likes the dtikl as a person dins the reference to
‘anyone’, Most ol dx' work dial children do is quite ottai withexit dteir consent. The dtiklren
may also be kxated out indirectly to creditors to pay olTtamily debt

In gender equality. no dcar-cut indication o fdie specific rescue o fdie prvdicanxnl of
th* female population or female dtildren except Article 82 (3); * die expression
“discrimination” means afliutling dillerent truiunent to dillerenl persons attributable wholly

or mainly to dteir respective descriptions by race, tribe, place of origin or resklaxe or odxt



local connection, political opinion, colour, creed or sex whereby persons of one such
description are subjected to disabilities or restriction to which poisons of ;uiodicr such
description itre not made subject or are accorded privileges or advantages which arc not
accent'd to persons o fanothersuch description.’

In addition, the Kenya Employment Act in Section 56 alter a series ofamendments
legitimizes an average 045 working Itours a week o fnot nxirc than 8 hours of work in a
day. Butchildren indiild labourare subjected to long hoursofwaking. Is it because they do
not know their rights'.' In Part 1V ofdie Act there is prevision for juveniles. A juvenile is
defined as a child or young person. A child isany human hang underdieage of 16. while a
young person is a human being under die age of 18. ’Iherc were/ are also some clauses that
are controversial in the Employment Act, fix example section 3(1) 1977. Anyone under 18
may be granted die permission to work with a written explanation from whoever wants die
child tor work, they say. I lowever, die acceptance o fdie permission Issubject to die approval
of die commissioner. 11,0 sees diis proposition as baseless and contravenes ILO’s
convention 182 on The Worstforms ofC hiM labour torwhich Kenya isalso a signatory.

The Children's Acton die other liand delines a child asany human being under 18.
The child is prelected against economic exploitation and any work dial is likely to interfere
with the education o fthe child. In section 10(5), child kihxir isdeliixtl ;«sany situation where
a child provides Lrbour in exdiange lor payment But diere is no provision in die entire
Children Act (2001) dial provides protection for children working in family agricultural

activitiesor enterprises, and who arc not paid.
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2.12 (-.duration ufworking diiklivn in Kenya

Government o f Kenya through 2003 K1PPRA Statistical Report shows that the rate
ofsdwol dropout rate in Kenya is liir too high lhe report estimates 78.8% dmp(Hrt rate tor
primary education and 12.7% tix secondly education. And it is likewise to other reports tliat
estimate lhal the completion rate o fprimary education as 40% but only 26% o fthe children
continues with secondary education. Unfortunately, there is similar enrolment rate h a at the
end ofitall only 35% oftiregirls complete grade 8 compared and contrasted with 55% o fthe
boysflLO. 1995:1048).

Table 1: Distribution o fworkingchildren by sex and age

Child cluraeteristics  Number % Total
Sex
Boys
639648 53
Girls 556 906 47
Age 6-9 years 450 789 38
10-14 years 745765 62
10-14 years 745 765 62

Source: GoK, 2001

Prom lire table above tire percentage o fchildren between 6-9 years in work is 38%.
This is wonderful. A child ofan average ofnine years in Kenya is in class 3 or class 4. The
results o fthis table then gives this percentage as Oku o f children never enrolled in any class.
Arxl his likewise to lire 10-14 years. If by any dunce only a negligible percentage o f this
children are likely to complete the eighth grade due to work and working demands. Iho

**ragp age tor Kenyan children finishing tlieeighth grade is 13-14 years.
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lable 2: Age and composition o fworking children in relation to their education

Age Schooling (X« o fschool Toed
Boys Girts Total Boys Gills Total

6-9 66.454  49.150 115245 152221 103307 255,628 371292

10-14 150.%2 141560 292,522 269.0)11 262528 532439 824,961

Total 217.416 191.070 407.762 422232 365835 788,067 1.196253

Source; GoK,2001

According to diis table there is high rate of illiteracy in Kenya. The number of
chikken out of school Ls knge. It is also possible to expect die poorest of results from the
numbero fchildren working, heixv suhstmdard acquisitionofcduoiioa Bodi boysand girls
diifa- by a small margin in die nature of their education. espccutlly the numbers bodi in
sdxxd and outo fschool. But ifwe go alxxxl and prefect dx* work, school ;md test results, we

will tiixi out that girls arc dx* nxwt ;il Tected.

Test results
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Tabic 3: Highesteducation level attained by working children (%)

Highest level

At sclxxil Out ofschool Total
None - 18 1171
Nurseiy 8 5 6.77
Primary 87 72 76.78
Secondary 4 3 3.17
Post-secondary - 0.8 0.04
Not staled 1 12 0.53
Total 100 100 100

Source: (joK. 2001

Ihe table assesses the education o f working children Most child tabourets drop (Hit
ofeighth grade. A number ofreasons may be cited: poverty, orphanage, arxl drugs-ihen itis
easier to predict the kind of life tliese children will lexd. It will be a miserable one. They will
not have acquired enough skills with which to survive. Should mechanization be introduced
into agriculture tlvit Lsthe greatest employer o f child labourers will be tIx victims have any
alternative means of survival0 The cost of education is also hound to rise. I low' will tlvcy
revivethemselves?

Lastly, tlx* table below slwws tix* commonest occupations that engage child
labcHivts. Agriculture and finishingemploys tix* liiglx*st percentage o fchildren. IIx*children
ta agriculture are both male aixl female. Ihose in tlshing are male, mainly. Market oriented
livestock keeping. crop gnawing arxl garekaiii™. Ixxrsekeeping and odxr restairant services
are other leading occupations. ( iirisarc mostly empkiyed in agriculture arxl fishing ( 17.8%)

arxl market gardening arxl crop gnawing (3.4%).
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lable 4: Proportion o fworkingchildren by sex and ocayatkai

Occupation Roys  Girls Total
1kxrsckcepingand restaurant services 0.5 \5 1.0
Market gardeners uncicrop growers 32 3.4 33
Stall aivd market sales posons 0.5 0.5 Oi
OIhcT personal service working 0.5 LS 0.9
Personal related service wxxkcrs 02 03 03
Slwp and sales persoits arxl demonstrators - 03 0.1
Wood treaters, urbinet makets, etc 0.4 03 0.4
Subsistence agriculture ;tnd tisluy workers 27.7 17.8 23.1
Forestry and related workers - 0.1 0.1
M arket oriented livestock keeping 3.7 3.2 3.5

Source: GoK, 2001

2.1 3 EffectsofChild Labouron C.irl ( hikl Education and Reformation

ChOd labour Ixts several causes that include poverty. Most often children go into child
labour to solve their financial problems b>' raising the family income. In return they waste a
lotoftime tied could be invested on studies. Also, the employers and other people sexually
exploit tx*children, I or girls tliis may lead to pregnancy or contracting 111/ AIDS meaning
the idea o fschool or the going hack to school will be a by-gone issue, forthey will have to be
responsible its parents or meet their fate. “Girls and young women are highly vulnerable to
HIV/AIDS infections. A number o ffactors such as limited to or lack o feducation altogether,
denvmg females better access to infonnalion ;md meaningful ccortomic livelihood, undue

cxjiloitalion olsexual resources loreconomic gaia confinement offimdes to domestic work
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on traditional rule allocation structures, an: in part manifestations o fcausal li»ctors relating to
genderdifferences in I I V/AIDS impacts™ (Kioko, 2004).

In addition, children in child labour work for long hours reducing their concentration
level in their sdioolvwxk (ANPK'AN). This penastent over-work ma>' also result to
reduction in drinking capacity on strenuous work under stressful conditions. They also work
under poor conditions, which sometimes invoke the handling o fagro-cheniiails, or ifin the
housekeeping occupation, it means they will have to risk tires leading to disabilities o f some

sort, diiLscompromising with dx*ir studies.

2.1.4 Fdiicutioiinl Reconstruction ofGirl Victims of CTlikl lalxiur

Ilie major locus o fthis literary review is to affirm dx: prx>reducational reconstruction
o fax* giri child idler-a series of abuses, especially child lalxxir. Ilie centero f interest Ixre is
the 2003 tree education scheme in Kenya It was received with eagerness and unmatched
anticipation. But whom did it help most'? You could liear about an 84-year old man going
buck to school wvidi an intention o f reviving his ambition o fwanting to learn more about the
Bible, kit itwas hard to hearo fany woman upholding similar ambitions (Mwangi. 2(XM).

Nicole Leistikow writes in women news: ‘Kenya's recent intnxluetion of free
primary education helps girls forced wit o fschool by poverty to regain lost ground. The giris,
however, still face many diallenges, from dx* huniliation of worn-out uniforms to views
favouring hoy’s education’. She also cites some other cvidetx-c fix-example by interviewing
Antx* Mukuya of Mbugadii Primary School. Nairobi, who says, ‘Despite the fact that
®ducation is tree, dicre are so many 0dXT things dial will hinder dx* giris from pertomving
‘'vdl. Ifyou u»ldthe giri to come without uniform, (she) will tx< Lista rnunth in school.’

Ihc general trend o feducational revival in the country targeted male people may be
bcGRKe the country feared diem becoming criminals, fix* street children were Uiken to the

keno\;itKTi Centres' forexample dx* National Yixrth Service. Itwas dx* same thing ckxx* to
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dx*women, butonly a lew. Why."' Most o fthe female victims o fdifferent abuses in Kenya
are not really rcvivable educationally. Most o fthem have small kids and it is often save to
send them to small homes and other nourishment centets to take ane o ftheir babies insteal
ofgoing buck to school.

In connection, no house girl in the county lias been forced back to sdxxil by die
government except by individual decision o fdie particular house girls, which is something
rare to come by itself. The Ixis*s ofhouse girls in Kenya do not often set diem freeor help
them to pursue dicir educational ambitions. Ibis then raises die question, is die society really
concerned with die education ofgirls in child labourofany form? Many people argue dial
die community Ls less eager to receive die educational achievement of girls than tor boys.

Thisresearch will fiixl out die tmdi in diis.

2.1.5Summary and ( ondiision

There arc a kit concerning child labour and girl child education. lhe relationship
between education, child Labour ;ind diikl rigjits has been explored wvidi die conclusion dial
dils relationship is complex and intertwined as foras girl child's educational development Is
concerned. That once a girl child attains adequate educational status, die male colleagues or
the environment can nevercompromise lier rights.

Child labour lias also conic out strongly as affecting die education ofdie girl diild
widi various effects, Ihcrc isgender difference in education of children currently in school
and also dx»se working vvidi respect to roles and educational performance, butixx much lias
been explored vvidi respect these effectso fchild labouron the educational reconstruction port

ofdiegiridiild indiild labour.
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22TIK-0iviR-.il Framework

A theory isa setofexploration statements thatspecifyhow aixl why several concepts
arc related in the explanation o f social realities aixl phenomena (Giddcns, 1997) like diild
labour ;uxI girl diikl education, for the arse Ixre. The research was informed aix| guided by
two feminist decodes dial inter-worked aixl inter-rcllectal; (a) Ritdiail Feminist theory, and
(b) Marxist Feminist theory.

Feminism is defined in Wikipedia Fhcyckpedia as a diverse collection o f soda]
dxuries, political movements and moral phikwofilties. largely motiwded by or concerning dx*
experiences ofwomen, especially in terms o f their social, political, .tnd economic situation It
largely focuses on limiting or enxlicaling gender inequality aix| promoting women's rigjits,
interestsand issrxs in the society.

The feminists believe dial education is tlx-rc to prevent geixkr iixqualitics by
showing die relationship between class, gerxler aixl race. Hie axxeptual explaiulkxi of dx*
diflercrxes in akxationaJ achievemait of boys aix| girls are also nxxkr.ited to affirm this
belief. But the nxlical feminists make it worse by seeing male power over women as
penneuling dx* whole o fsociety' and isikeply emlxxlded in dx* practices aix| characteristics
ofschooling as well as die wix>le o fthe education system.

In addition, dx- feminists tk*nxxistraic licit school is dxre u» renxive dx* abrasive
nature o f patriarchal societies by rubbing out sexual stereotyping. Sexuil stereotyping Is dx
process vvfxrcby iixlividuals are socialized into diinking dial they' liave to act and diink in a
way apprupreile to their sex (TIkimpson, 1996). Why then do girls drop out ofschool widi
marginally better grades titan hoys? The cases in child labrxir may confinn dus proof Ihc
education dut dx*girisget does nothelp them to form d x correct personalities that may nuke
them d x hest enjoyers o fedixutkm. fhereforc, education isdxrc to lomi social petsonalities

toattaining universality, dinseduartiorxd reconstnxtion and survival.



(h) Radical Feministtheory

Radical feminist theory asserts dial women arc o fabsolute positive value as women
and therefore they sixxikl not be devalued; women arc oppressed everywhere. The radical
feminists describe genderas an dement o foppression. O fall die diildrcn involved in child
labour, die girl child is die most affected and that her educational reconstruction Lspoor as
comparedto die hoy child in similarchild labour situations.

I*atriarchy is visible in die child labour situation This affects die girl diikl involved in
diild labour, die radical feminists claim. Violence is often exorcised in child labour situations
as an assertion o fmale domination, and this situation affects die girl diikl more than die hoy
child.

In addition, exploitation is rampant in child labour situations. lhere is sexual
exploitation dtit is targeted directly on die girl child. The girl child is harassed anti sometimes
diis feuds to psychological traumas dial subsequently will affect tlx educational
reconstruction o fthe girl child.

(iiri victims ofchild labour in Thika have not been enliglitened on diis Unction of
education —preventing socutl inequalities. They do ixx feel there even exists this inequality in
the Kikuyu patriarchal society. To them diings are rxmnal, as long as one can cater for her
keepearly in life.

In 1995, the GoK created a gender unit (witii District Children’s Advisory Boards)
witiiin dx Ministry o f Education dial works with other ministries, NGOs arxl community
leaders to promote girl’s education These support the radical feminists view dial at least

some differentconcern sliould be lunxxI towardsthe girl child's education

(b) M arxist Feminist theory
This is a feminist theory based on dx ideas o f Karl Marx. German political activist,
called Marxism. This theory asserts dvit women's subordination in dx society results not

Irani her biology Kit ftrxn social relations that have adearand traceable history .aid dial can
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presumably Ix* changed. The major assertion here is class oppression direxrgh tix*
understanding o f Marxian ckiss analysis and feminist social protests® conflict It recognizes
tix* claim dialdxrc is serious gender oppression and inequality in terms o fboth position arxi
property owncrsliip. Women are ixx property ow nos in Kakuzi Division. Men own nxisto f
the firms that perpetrate child labour. Iherctorc, they do not care ;ibout tIx? education o f tix*
girl child as such. Ibis also results in the defeat o fthe women in fighting for the education”
rcconstraction o fthx*giri cliild victim.

TIx* child labour situation in Ktikuzi isan economic issue. lIx imnxdiute society is
fxxx atxl dxre isan extnnx competition forthe ownership ofthe limited resources. T Ixn the
need to haw children into child labour Is a poverty imposition alternative. Families
encourage tix*ir children to be out o fschool in tix*afternoons by taking Frerxh leave. Alter
sometime, the children will find no more worth o fbeing in sdxx>1 coupled with tIx idea Uxii
tix* society praises them lor laving managed to make dxir living while ycxng (Wainaina.
\m \

| .astly, the Marxist idea of base and stqvrstnxtiBc is an explanation that tells why
education LsrxX favoured as much as money indx lomi o fdiild kibexir. (iiri child education
is neglected in favour o fdiikl lalxxir because dx* society may be diinking akmg dx line dial
after all dx overall goal of education is acquisition of nxxxy, so education is of little
conscquaxc ifthechild can enterintoa job thil guarantees her nxxxy.

In addition, dx victims of cliild lalxxir ;«re children Thxn [xxx fiimilics. 11x parents
cannot afford to meet their regular maintenarxv. Child kihxrr Lsdx only pussiNe solace dial
the diildren may deem lit to solving their eaxxxnie demaixls. It also applies to children of
illiterate’ igrxmxit jxircnls. In nxisto fthese families going to scixxil is an option and initiative
of the children. as most parentsdo not see dx rxed. Ifanydiing bud like corporal punLslinxnt

happens in school, dx»se children will be outofschool. No one will pudi fix theirgoing hxk.



2J ( onccptual I;rimw<rk

Ibe following is die general ainceptuilization o fdie object o fdie suicly. Ihc arnnvs
lead to die result o fthe variables, I or this case, child labour is the niiiin cause o f low-level
education al reconstruction ofthe girl child.

Fig, 3: Conceptual Framework
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F.xpbmntion ofthe ( oncqituul Framework

Oiild labor isthe basic cause of low-level girt child educational reconstniction. The
restof tlie socioeconomic etlixts to girl child education are its a result ofdiild lafxxir. Ihe
effects can act both singly or in combination depending on tlte magnitude of impact of
particular effect. For example, limited time allocated to tlie studies by the diild can result to
low performance tliai will then make die child drop out o fschool. By dropping exit o fschool,
girl child education is allbcUxI.

Overwork or poor walking environment can affect die health of die children. Tins
may reduce their thinking capacity, lienee low performance in both informal and fonnal
education.

Sexual exploitation o fchildren in diild labour can aftcct diem psychologically. Tills

then lowers dieir oonoentralion in their study.
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2.4 Study Variablesand their ()peRitioniil Definition

1. Chid Characteristics: die physical or mental stale dial die child under discussion is
found, farexample whetherdiechild is handicapped

2. Family characteristics: the situation dial die child is brought up. fix-example poverty or
economicor socio-political state o fthe patents

3. Girl (liikl labour.undue and exploitative work done by female children

4. lduration formal and informal acquisition o f knowledge; transmission o f values and
ideas widian intento fmaintaining social relations

5. (Her Work: paid or unpaid carrying out o f tasks with an intent o f producing goods and
services by an excessive exertion o fmenial or physical effort

6. School Dropout suspension or expulsion or voluntary vvididniwal from school due to
poor pertexinance or indiscipline

7. Sexual c\likHtation: unlair way widi which mule or female adults consciously derive
sexual resources taxi pleasure from young children vvitixxa neither dieir consent nor

consciousness because diey enjoy certain degree of respector fear fhxn the children.
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Chapter 3: Research Methodology
31 Introduction

Research nxdxxlology may be defined in dx same way that statistics is detincxl.
Statistics is defined asthe general body o ftechniques lorassembling, describing and intoning
something from numerical data (Icouutl 11, 19%: 05). It is dx nxtkx| used U) collect,
analyze, pnsetit, aixI inter)sol data. Research metliodologies depend on the kind o fprojectin
question. lhcy kip to identity, aialy/e and solve complex problems by makii®i intirmed
and better decisions alvnit tncertain situatkxis of day-Uxkiy dealings. lk' research
methodology Ik this study was designed in a way that conformed to die objects o ftix' study,
dx*effects o fchild labour on girl child educational jXTlbrmaixo ;uxl rccmstnxtion in Kenya,

a sample study ofKakuzi Division of T hika district.

32 Site Selectionsand Ikscription

Kakuzi Division o f Tliikii District was purposely selected as dx* research site. Thika
IXstnct isdx huh ofCentral Province with some leading multi-nationals like TXi M ortc (K)
1-imited aix| British America Tobacco, (11, T I*kuitaix| several manulknire firms that icquirc
Ixige cheap lalxxtr. Kiikuzi also has nunxrous major llower aixl coflee fanns.

In ;nidition. Thika's rxarrxss to Nairobi pronxxcd clarification o fsome objects o fdx*
research dial aroused doubt in dx* couree o f dx* interpretation or analysis. Italso Ixiped tix

rcscrdxru»overcome financial constniinLs in completion o fthe study.
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3J | nitsofanalystsand ( )hscrvation

A unit ofanalysis is who or what is to be analyzed in the research (Singleton, ct al,
1988). People, social re>lcs ;md positions, and relationships arc some o fthe units o fanalysis.
The unit of analysts of this study was die effects of child labour on the educational
performance and reconstruction o fdie giri child in child labour.

I Jnits o fanalysis an also go together widi the units o f observation. For example,
from whom will die research Ix; observed or obtained from chiefly, and also who will aid in
tix*collection o fdate Ciirl victimso fchild labourboth insdiool and dropouts were* dx* major
units o fobservation o fdiis study. Other units o fobservation included teachers, parents, local
ministry o feducation representatives in dx*district, dx* local provincial administration, casual

lalxxircts ofD cl Monte arxl Kakuzi limhed. tanners, Human Rights Activists, etc.

3.4 Sample Sire and Suni|>liiig Design

Sample si/e and design isthat putt o fthe research plan dial indicates how aises arc to
Ix*selected tor observation orexperimentation study (Singleton, et ;il, 1988)1

The study used a random sample o fgiri child labour victims in school and dropouts.
Ihe sample sire was 100. This was considered manageable and could give a clear picture* o f
dx* educational perfomiance and dx* extent o f educational reconstruction of dx* giri child in
child labour.

Ihe following was dx* formula forrandom sampling and random assignment o fdx
target population. Hundred (100) w hs of observation were* randomly selected and 20 key
infoniunts (who included parents, educational and administration officials human rights

activists etc.) were purposivcly selected.

Target[xipulation

SimpleRandomsize - X samplesee (100)

Tohdpopulation
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lable 6: Sample Frameofmajorresearch sites/ finalities/category o finfbimants in Kakuzi

Farms/ other Fames/ Estimated Total estimate Number of
employers employers to number of girl ofgirl chikiren ehiklren to he
be visited children working and sani|>kx)
working  per those not
farm/ working
employer
f'oflbe 5 10 50 IX
Fknver 2 12 24 9
llotels 1 4 4 2
Construction 2 3 6 2
sites
Sclxiols 7 15 175 65
(primary &
secoixiary)
Factories 2 5 10 4
Total 19 - 269 100

Tk*target facility/ latm/calegpty was puposdy selected. Most o f Uk*key respondents were

purposely selected.

3.5Sources m i 1innis and Tools of Data ( oflection

Ihe kind ofdata from tix* stud)' was both cross-sectional and tiriK series data, ;nxI
bodi quantitative and qualitative.

11k *seoondaiy data for tlus study was collected from existing sources like journals,

magazines, pamphlets, iKncspupos, books, research tIKses nrxl dissertiitions, or Internet
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search. It was also be obtained through observation, intensive and rigorous physical
interviews and telephone interviews.

Girl child lalxxircts wen; interviewed, their family backgrounds identified and then
contrasted with the general predicament confronting them; coflee aid pineapple commercial
estates were visited to assess the extent to which they contribute to tile educational needsof
die girl child.

The study concentrated on children between 10and 17 years o fage. The study also
used childrcn’s participation methods to apture any giri diikl latxxir experience not
adequately captured by the questionnaires. They included
i. ( onimuniatfion maliping die child was asked to draw' those who associated with diem
on daily htsis ;tnd liovvthey affected dicir lives to identify cases of mistreatment
ii. I Lippy and sad- die child was asked to tell wlen made children oftheirage liappy or sad.
Giri children in diikl labour situation gyve die real picture o fwhat was liappcning to dxni

widxxfl hi;»s.

3Jb Data Anuhsis and Ke]iorting
Aectxding to Kcrlinger (1986: 603) data aivdysis is die ordering, die breaking down
ofdata into constituent parts in ouler Ui obfciin answers to resctndi ijuestions. It is die way
with which to undersold, interpret ;ind use the data collected and subsequently to ;iid in die
reporting o fdx* information and know ledge conceived from die collected data. There ;irc two
commonest medxxls of data analysis: exploratory arxl confirmatory mcdxxls. The study
utilized bodi nxtIKxls.
r.xpkxatoo, nxtlxxis are used to discover what die ckiLascans to be saying by using
simple arithmetic and easy-UKIniw pictures to summarize dita. Confinnalory medxxls use
Kleas Ihxn probability theory in die attempt to answer specific questions, I’robubility was

importox beenise it pruvklod a mechanism fix measuring, expressing, and analyzing dx*
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uncertainties associated with future events especially die trend o fthe nature o fthe impactdial
giH chikl labour will have on girl child educational performance and reumstniction in Kenya

T he statistical software package. SPSS, was used to analyze the collected quantitative
data, as it offered unusual data-handling usability, especially die numeric fhxn die
quantitative dam, and also by making it easier to infer and make predictions ;thxit die data
continuing its reliability.

The results o f die researeh were reported in die form o f distribution tallies, a setof
percentages, pie charts, har and line graplis. The reported results reflected die general
beliavKxmil effectofchild labouron giri child educational pertbnnance in Kenya now anti in

future by die use o fprobability and sequential intervalsoldie plotted vtuiables.
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CHAPTER 4:STUDY FINDINGS
4.1 Introduction

Tliis chapter presents die findings from die study dial was aimed ot« in Kakicd
Division of'lhika District between August and October 2007 tiwjugh questionnaires and
interviews. Ihc study was conducted at the schools and farms in villages tliat include
Ngcldya A, Milirnanl KLsaki Il. Githuamba, Bondeni Kinyangi, Kisaki I. and Mhubiri.
The study was also done in IXI Monte and Kaku/j multinational limns. Some interviews
were conducted ;tf Ithanga Catholic Church on 24tli September2007 during a 1 X s bur«i/a.

Uie data was collected and is hereby presented accordingto the study objectives.
Two types ofquesliuntuircs wuv used to capture tlie general and key responses. Ninety-two
(Ht of the hundred questionnaires administered to die general respondents were returned,
whereas only eleven out o fthe twenty questionnaires administered to ke>' respondents were
returned, Ihcsc made 92% and 55% of die respondents in tlie general ;md key respondents’
categories respectively. But die study observed dial the general respondents (girl cliild
labourers) in all die pkices exceptschools visited were cither in or out o fschool.

Most o fthe key infonnams, according to die returned questionnaires, were married
and kid at least 10 ye,us experience in dieir professions. lhcrc were some of die key

informants withoutclair designations in their professions. 45% fdiem are teadias.

42 IX-mt(graphic (liaructm stksof(iiri Child Laliourers and their Families
This p;ut of die study demonstrates die objective of die study that concerns die
demographic characteristics of the girl diikl labourer and that of her family. Ihe

community's undasUmding o fgirl diikl labourer’s educational initiatives is also reflected.
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42.1 Agivbrnekrtand NunibcrofGiri O lid Labourersin Kaku/i

Theage brackets o fmosto fthe child labourersas given by the key intbrmanLsranged
from 6-18 yeas. Hie tollowing were tlieage rangesgiven by the key respondents in >ear* 6-
15,7-10,9-15,10-12,10-18,11-14,>13 aid 13-18. Theaverageage is 14 yeas. This s, in
most cases,just at standard eight.

But according to the responses Ikxn the key respondents of the age brackets that
were fixed at 10-14 and 15-17 years, children tailing within the latter category are tix* wont
victims o fchild labour. The chart below shows the percentage dificrential in o fthe numbers
o f girl child labourers o f die ags-brackets 10-14 and 15-17 yeas as given by the general
respondents. Girl child labourers in the agobraeket 10-14 years ure 36% and those between

15-17 years make 64 % o fthe respondents.

Fig,4: Age brackets of Girl

Child Labourers

Key:
Age 1= 10-14yeas
Agc2= 15-17years

TIx* number of girl child labourers as given by dx* key respondents was radxr
inestimable. They are 50% o fthe population o f Kakuri; 2,000; 7 out o f 10 girls in Kakuzi;
500-1500; Slightly over 1,000 withoutthose exported out o fthe division; 100-500,3,000,2:5
(girl to boy child labourers; Over 200. Therefore, dx most reasonable conclusion is dial there

are many girl child labourers in Kakuzi.



42 2 Family CharacteristicsofChild LulnHirers

Majority ofthe child labourers came from poor backgrounds and were o fsingle parenthood,
especially single mothers. About 80% o fthe respondents indicated that child labour was
associated with poverty and family dysfunetkn. Other reasens included

* Deserted children

* Low-income families

e Squatter problems

* Igntrant parents

» Orphans, especially those whose parents have died o fl 1ITV/ AlI>S

1lg 5: Family Oraracterisbcso fChild Labourers

Ihe parents o fmost ofthe girl child labourers worked as subsistence fanners while
otlrers worked in FXrl Monte Company and Kakuzi Limited its both casual and seasonal
empkryees. They were either primary school dropouts or illiterate. Hie parents were the ones
paying theirschool fees. And mosto fthe children were still in school.

Some ofthe parents were disabled and widows. They depended on the efforts o fthe

girl children to supplement die family income, hence participation in giri child labow.
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» Fetching \vuterat maricet places/on maricetdays
» Prostitution,especially at Kaguku Market

* letching firewood lewmoney

* Helping as bar maids

» Babysitting

* lauxlcring forcash'food

4.2.4 Placeswhere Child Labourers W ork
At least 00% of tlic key respondents pointed out dvtt die diikl labourers were eitlxT
employed in toms or in die Ixxnes o frich neighbours. ()nly one ofthe informants indicated
dxtt some o fthe child labourers were e\|xxted out o f the division. (X Ixr jilaocs where die
child labourers w oe tourxl are

e Maricetplaces arxl centos

* Hotels

* Bars

Shopping centers, towns, etc.



Fig 7: I'taceswhere Child Labourers Woik
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42S Period/Hme ofChild Labour

Two categorieso fchild labourersemerged here. There were fulltime and port-lime ldxxios.
Those who w ok fulltime were house helps. They do their wuk ttaxghout the year. But
some ofthe respondents exaggerated this to mean "thmughout the yen--day and nighr".
Part-lime child labourers on the other hand worked during school holkfaysand at weekends.
Other? took French leave especially on market days (W edxsrtiys and Sattidoys) ctduring
cotlise picking season. Bui ooflee picking season (that corresponds to sectxx| term) and

weekendswere the mostcommon timesto find child labourers.

4-2.6 Summary and C(inclusion

It was dear from the study findings that childui who loaned the m qaity o fgirt child
labourers in Kakuri were firm poor backgrounds. This was reflected in their educational
pursuits and their meanso farrival that included absenting from shoo! on market days, or

the kinds o factivitiesthey engaged in like coffee picking oreven roadside selling.
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Therefore, the fin* objective was been met according to titc study. The demographic
characteristics of tIx? girl child labourer ;uxi that of Ikt Canity were important in

understanding how diild labourallected the educational pertixmance o fthe girl child.

4 3 Effects of Child labour on the Fxlticntionnl Performance of the Girl Child
Labourer
Hiis sections looks at how diild lalxxtr affected the education performance of the girl

diild labourerin Kaku/i. ltdemonstratesthe second objective o fthe study.

4.3.1 Comparisonofthe Girl ( hild inChild labourami the one Notin Child labour

W hen the respondents were asked to show the rekitionsliip o ftlie lum ber o fgirls in
child labourto dxise not in child labour, mosto fdie key informants took die liberty to skip dx*
question. More than 60% o fthem h left it unanswered whiletiiose who answered hintod that
die number ofgirls in child labor in Kakuzi exit number those not in diild labour, aldxxigli
diere was an increase due to five primary education scheme. I lowwvr, 42% o f dx* general
respondents liad dropped out ofschool dix* lo various reasons.

The question above was equally related to question 3 of section IV ofthe general
respondents’' questionnaire: "Whom do you think free primary education schenx has Ixlpod
more, giri child labourer or giri child not in labour?' CXito f die 92 responses 84 (913%)
indicated that free primary education scheme as introduced in Kenya helped diose girl
diiklren not in child labour, whereas only 5 (5.4%) went lix those in child labour and 3
(33% ) opted not lo answerthe question. Ihe reasons given ranged from lack o finterference
in education, limited stress in paying school fees and availability of materials u» easy
completion rates dix* to less likelihood ofbeingabused inany way. Those who Ix*Id it tuU dx*
education scheme helped child labourers gave reasons like lack ofschool fees arxl unlikely
exploitation o fthe children, especially sexually, as attested by dx responses on dx girl child

Labourerswith diildren.
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Fig8: The Role Played by Free Primary Lducation in Kenya
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(Xflotihe 92 responses from girl child labourers, 16(17.4%) o fdiem had children,
whereas 76 (82.6%) had no children. IThose who had children had less than 2 children
portraying an accidental conception that encouraged varied attributions including rape. Two

(115%) respondents had two children and fourteen had only one (875%).
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Fig9: (iirl Child in Labour Mothering Fig 10: Number of Children per Giri Child

Labourer

Iknwvor, both the general ;*xI key respondents unanimously agreed that free
primary education had improved performance and enrollment in Kakuzi. The numherof
children iliat the key respondents tixxight had gone buck to sto o | with tiie introduction of
the scheme was not much. Some o fthe responseswere from a specific locality or institution
in Kakuzi while other; were generalized figures. This made it kind to make an appropriate
estimate. lhe following were some o fthe responses: 35% o fthe 50% o ftlx; children were

involved in child labour in Kakuzi, very few. hundreds, 500,04,21, etc.

4-32 Mistreatment of( iirl Child Labourers

There was an element of mistreatment arising from the Emily with most of tix*
responses from giri child labourer*. 54 (58.7%) of the gjri child respondents indicated dial
they Ixxl not been mistreated in any way, whereas 36 (39.1%) o fthem showed varied cases
o f mistreatment that were both serious and less serious; only two (12% ) did notanswer the

g"jesdon. Some o f these cases involved very serious issues like rape. They affected the gjri
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children’s fwfonnance in many ways: psychological disoriatation. marriage and pregnancy

hence dropjxxl out o fschool, unfinished homework early, led o fisolation, bud company, etc.

Fig 11: Mistreatmento fGirl Child Labourersatwork place
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eL.3J Summary and Condition

Itemerged clear Horn die discussion o fthe findings above dial the education o f the
girl child in labour was poorthan that o fthe girl child not in labour. This was equally true on
how free primary education helped those in labotr. Both general and key respondents
confirmed that the education scheme hdped girl diikbui not in labour more titan those in
labotr.

In addition. the kind o fmistreatment experienced by girl children in labour at home
demonstrated negative influence in their cdueatiunl performance. lhercforc, the second
objective of die study was met, proving that child labour had far-reaching effects on the

educational pcrfbnnunoe o fthe girl child labourer.
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4.4 ldurational Performance and Reconstruction of the Gbl Child Labourer in
Knku/j

[liis section demonstrated die UiinJ objective o fdie study dial tried to affirm dial the
giri cJiikl suffers die most from diild labour arxl dial she cannotadequately transform herself

educationally, even afterchild labour because o fother factors beyond hercontrol

4.4.1 Education ofthe Girl Child l.abourn* m Kakn/j

(iirls were discriminated according to most respondents. There were no women
leaderso fwhichever profession in Kakuri. Inaddition, tIx education o fgirlsdiminished with
higlier levels of education. But some of dx* general and key resporxlenls considered the
performance ofgirls and girl child labourers average, aid*High diis was dependent chi what
was underconsideration. Was it period o fdx*year'? Even this skeptical group agreed dial not
many girls pnneeded to secondary schools in Kakuzl|

Child labor was blamed for this low performance o fgirl child labourers. I low child
labexr contributed to this situation included waste o ftime working, early exposure to money,
low concentraticHi in class, absenteeism dial generated conflict witfi teachers or lack of
association with children wfx> pcrfomicd better because dx*y [gill child labourers) worked

mosto ftheirtime.
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Fig, 12: Class ftjsitionso fGirt Child Labourers in Kakicti Schools

CtaM Position* of Child Labourer*. 2004

From the table above, there is little discrepancy between performance ofthe same
child in tire three Units o 2006, except where tix* positions for second tom or third term
were not indicated because the child had eitherdone KCPB forthird tenrt orentirely dropped
out o fschool lor missing results o fboth second and third terms. But from the table it can be
deckiced that positions for second term were lowerthan forothertoms. Ibis wasassumed to
be due to the interference o fcoffee picking season (Juno-August) that falls in second tom It

wasdie same witii tIx: marks as indicaled below:
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Table X: Maries'scoresofGiri Child lalxxirets in kakua Sdxx>Ls

Score of Rest Student Score of Girl Child Labourer
Term1l Term?2 Term3 Terml Term2 Term3

876 786 288 30 23
330 320 34 200 281 230
B2 819 a1 517 42 475
30 290 315 12 1A 151
314 6 24 210 180 1P
320 314 6 20 270 26
400 30 30 32 20 6
430 412 450 408 0% 412
432 425 453 20 286 20
M 3%5 X5 I3 286 296
6 788 813 539 620
466 472 456 30 287 %2
A 437 44 298 s 22
458 472 49 230 246 24
478 gls2 450 4 28 209
489 456 478 290 314 2
430 418 - 276 Ko -
329 333 3 316 34 349
408 38 416 214 197 163
918 1007 978 607 4 2
32 369 3B 18 15 19
22 302 32 250 23 200
47 610 . 47 116

K03) 278 310 70 238

A 338 30 245 230

2 32 - 203 19 .
32 30 338 239 22 249
336 3M 30 307 K02 A
400 406 430 245 340 330
i 445 116 263 368 21
30 30 340 2J0 2 236
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lig 13: Maks/ScoresofGirl Child Ldbouos in Kakuzi schoolsagainst die best perliwming

ehiklIn.il who arccither involved or not involved inchild labour

kn"M UM ta

4.42 School Dn>|N\Vit Rale

Ihere were 53 girt child labourers in school and whose scores were indicated Thirty-
nine (39) were out ofschool The rate ofdropout is 42%. Some o f the reasons given for
school dropout included lack o f school foes, sickness, lack of school unifonn or finishing
KCSE. But most o fthe general respondents indicated dtn they git absent from sdmol quite

ofkn inorderto help their parents, especially on marketdays.
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Fig. 14:GiriO dd l-abouras inand outofsdiool

m in School Not In
School

U 3 Educational KeconstaHikin ofthe Girl O lid luUmrvr
Giri child labour was associated with some factor; like sexual harassment, limited time

allocated to studies, pour health or family characteristics that affected die performanceso fthe
giri child laboureras follows
LSoonl exploitation -physical injury that led to absence firm school, conflict with
teachers, over-involvement in love aflair\ rudeness. prognancy. shame and withdra\sn
behaviour, exhaustion, etc.
iiJ imbed time alkicaied to studies- no finishinghomework, poor ancentatfioa absence
from school poorresults, etc.
iiiPuor hcahh- -nxlueed ooiKentratioa
ivj'aniil) characteristics -lack of role models, personal inseanty. lack of conducive
environment for study, nej*rtive attitude tovvanis schoolir®, and had influence,

discrimination etc.
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()n how tree primary education scheme hdpod to improve school performances and
attendance o fgirl child labourers.the general and key respondents said that
* Itsuvod money tor family use
e Itltdped in tx*formulation o flaws on child rights targeting retention o f girls
in school
* Itreduced numbero fgirlsin child labour
» fhe ideaofcompulsory education compelled parents to tike dieir children to
school.
therefore, the future of girl diild labourers’ educational performance is blighter,

especially with some involvement o fall stakeholders ;nxI foimuiation o fgood policies.

4.4.4Roles played by key informants towards the education ofthe girl chikl labourer
Hx* tbllowing were roles supposed to have been played by tix* key informants towards

the education o fix*girl chikl labourer, as indicated on the returned queslkxinaires:

Talking to concerned parents

* | foldingcommunity forumsand PTA meetings

o formation ofhuman rightsdubs in primary sdxxks

* Reporting serious cases ofdiild labour;uxlother abuses
e Advocacyon child rights

* Guidance and counseling o fgirl chikl labtxncrx, etc.

4.45Summary ami Conclusion

Ihe study fouxl outin tills section thu tIx: educational performance o fthe girl child
labourer was generally low; especially when compared with that o f tix* best student in tlie
class (see fable 7 above), lIxre* wasalso liigli school dropout rate after second orthird toms

of study. In addition, some factors like sexual harassment compromised tix* girl chikl
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labourer’s educatioruil reconstruction because of iheir far-reaching consequences like
pregnancy.
njerefotv, tIx; tiiiixl objective was met with the demonstration llui die educational

perfoimana'and nxonstiuetiono fthe girtchild labourerwas compromised.



CHAPTER5: COM TTJSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 Introduction

Ihe major interest in tliis diopter was tlx; conclusion, and dx recoinmeixlatioiis lor
fiiturc study and ;tlso for improving dx; cdixatiorvil pcrformaixx* o ftlx; girl diild in Kakud
Division ollhika IXstrici Other areas include the emerging issues in the study dial may he

ofinterestto future researelxas.

52 ( onchtsion

Poverty came out strongly as dx; major catalyst in all the activities and sockv
ocunomic/ political life ofthe people of Kakuzi. Girl children, except orplians. were in
child Lthour because o fthe need to supplement the little income raised by dieir parents
But in the process they lost dx; most vital clement that should exxistitute their lirture lives:
education Their performances wait doix, aldxxigh from dx; projections, dxre was an
average score dial only seemed relevant widiin Kakuzi but not in other oruts ofT hika
District wlxre children pedbrm even betterthan in the rest o fthe districts in dx* country.
Therefore, child labour in Kitkuzi was largely dix* to poverty.

Generally, the education™ performaixe of dx* gid diild in K;iku/i was poor,
especially lor the girls in child labxxir. llie sdmol grades were low during cottee picking
season in secuixl term as compared widi dx* rest o f dx* scImol terms. There was also a
high sdmol dropout rate 0 f42% o fdx* general respondents, and most o fdx* girls dkl not
attain an advajxxx| level ofedixarion.

Even with dx* introdixtion of tree pnmaiy education. not much has diangcd
regaiding the cdixation ofthe gid child Idxxnvr in Kakuzi. M;niy chiklren who lexI
previously dropped out of school aixi joined child kdxxtr did not go txx-k to school,
aldxxigh dx*irage brockets were*widiin d x $dxx>l-goingage (10-17 years, lor this study f
Most ofdx responses indicated that d x free primary education schenx* was ofminimal

significance to dx gid child in child labour because it dkl not address the urxledying
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fundamentals like school uniforms, bursaries or feeding programmes dial are crocial to
realizing the importance o fthe education scheme. Any future tree education scheme may
also be seen in die same light thereby affecting die possibility o fgirl children o f Kaku/i

pursuing cdtxalion and consequently improving their performances.

53 Recommendations for Improving Educational I'crfomuincc of Girl Chid

Labourers

lhere were lieateil debates during most o ftlx* interviews conducted by the researcher on
what constitutes girl child labour in Kakioa. Most o fthe girl child labour concerns have
become commonplace tliat identifying a girl child labourerwas not a big problem. People of
Kakua will tell you to go to Milimani or NgckHvd or Kakuzi Limited to sec fir yourself
Thus, the issue ofchild labour has moved away from tlic kxxd peoples' priorities. The key
rcspondaits told the rescardier tlitu girl child labour was most common among children of
squtters of Kakuzi and Del Monte Limited, tix* major plantation owners in dx* 1)ivision
However, the following were some of the recommendations given by dx* general
respondents, key respondents arxl die researcher tor improving the educational pertomiance
ofgirl child labourers in Kakuzi:

« Doing sensitization, policy formulation, education arxl awareness o flocal Proviixial

Administration on dx*edixation o fthe girl child labourer.

e Offering financial sifjport to girl child labourers to pursue dxSr education, tor

example looking forsponsors.

» Curbing issues o f invisible/ hidden child labour as practiced ;it dx individual homes

with theirchildren withoutawareness o feither.

e Considering girl child labourers in bursary allocation.

* Introducing tuition waiver in secondary education or recommending liee secondary

education, especially forthe poor.

50



e Continuing free prirruuy education by introducing school uniforms tor die very

poorest to control absenteeism, etc.

5.4 Recommendations for Further Study

Kakuzi is a rich study site. M oa o fthe Issues on girl child labour or diikl labour are
numerous. They tnmsfonn from one issue in time to anotlw. For instance, the stiilt from
poverty hits gone to the domineering and oppressive practices o f Kakiod limbed o f late.
Hie company has institifled private muds thu cut across villages preventingaxes to
very vital social amenities or public utilities like sdxxils. live people are lurassed aixl
accused o ftrespass.

Moreover, it sometimes becomes an interesting study to explore die economic or
social imbalance between tlie people of Kiikuzi in Kaku/i Division txxI Kakuzi in
Ciatnngn Division. But the following are some o f the trrcas reining to child lihour ntxi
education o fchild labourers:

* llte inllixaxx* o f ftee education scheme (primaiy aixl secorxiaiy )on diild labouiers.
* Roy versusgirldiildren in labour educational perfonnances in K;tkuzi.

* TIx; plight o ftlie hoy child in Kakuzi.

* Sdnxldropout rate and die extent o freconstructing sclmol droprxrts in Kakul/i.

o Sexual lurussnx-ntand exploitation ol'child labourers, etc.
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AITKNOKLS
AITLNDIX1: QUES’ IK >NNAIRF. |
QLIKSNN.N'AIRK TO FIND PIT HOW ( MILD LABOUR AKFFCIS
CIKLCHILD F.DI CATIONAL PFRFORMANC i: AND RF.( ONSTkI CTION
IN KAKI 71DIVISION OFTHIKA DISTRICT

My nanx* is Jean Nduaii. 1 am a student from the University of Nairobi and I have
been permitted to tescareh on tlx effects of diild labour on girl child aHxational

pertonrumce and roconstniction in Kakuzi.

Y our responses will be fomdled amlidentially.

Section I: Girl Child's Background

I NaAME.. .(OPLIONAL) ... e

2. Age brocket (years)

10-14 15-17

3. Sex

4. When; have you been living lor the last 5 years?

5. WiIxttdo yourparentsdo fora living?

— iniiiiwiiiniMiinmMiHi
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6. Ifynu arc staying with someone giu: highercxtucational status and occupation, ifany

Section I1: Fxlucatinn
l. Areyou inschool cuncnlly?

jY csl fNo

2. Ifyou leftschool, when?

3. (a) Why?

(b) Whatisyouramentoccupation?

4. Ifstillinschool who has been paying toryouroducation?

j Parent Guardian W ell-wishers
1

55



5.1low wasyou pafinom ce mschool last>esr(2006j?

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Y our position
Y our marks
Highest marie in

class

Section I11:Child labour

I. Arc>ou involved in lann or oll-liimi w nk when not in school?

H

2. Which type and where do youdo thewwk?

3. (>1whichdaysofthe week/monthsdo you wwk?

4. Whydoyou wwk?

5. Aretheretimes thfl you are unable to attend school because you arewaking?
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6. Would you say the work affectsyour pertbmwncc in school?

Yes

7. 1fyes, inwhich way?

8. Were you involved in any work tlui you think could have affected your

performance Listyeai?

9. Ifyes,(a)when?

(b)Why?

10. Apart from work,are there other reasons that mtike you not ttftend scimd ?

No~

11. Il'ycs.namethem

57



11 Arcihercany ofyour sister* wfto areemployed?

13. Ifyes, indicate

Sister Age Year got Level of Type of Place of work
married education work

1st j

2nd

3rd J

14. Do vouthinkecltild labourallects tlie girl child's performance in school?

UEZD | > I

15. Ifyes, cite some examples o ftlx*effects ofcliild lalxxtron girl child performance

16. Do you think the tolknving statement is Otic or false?

Veryjew gplsvilr>(hip outo fschooldueto childhhcnrgo backtomhiol
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17. IX> you think the Allowing effects of diild labour contribute to low educational

perfonnance o fthe girl dikf?

Effect Y our Remarks

Child and family dtaracteristics Yes
c.g. poverty, single parentiiood No
physical ckdlenges. etc.

Poor health Yes

No

limited time ;il)oarLon lewstudy  Yes
No

Section IV: OtherQuestions

1 (a) IX) you havechildren?

(b) llow many do you have?

2. Asa girl child, have you been mistreated in any way by your family members or

other people amund you?

Ifyes, inwhich way?
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4. Has itaffected yourpaibmiance inschool?

5. LX) girts make maximum use office primary education in kukuzi Division?

Yes

6. (a) Ifyes, do you know ofany girt child school dropouts who have gone hock to

school?

It yes. liow many

(c) Ifno. what prevents them from going bock to school?

7. Inyourown opinion, do you think tluit children NO T in diild labour do better in

school than those involved inchild labour?

Why?

8. Haveyoueverbenefited from Secondary School rducation Bursary?

Yes
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If'yes. how much? torhow many yeans?
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Note*

Thankwvau



APPENDIX 2: QUESTIONNAIRE 2

QI ESTIONNAIRETO KIM) HOWV ( 11113J1 ABOUR AFFECTS (ilRI.CIIILD
ENI( ATIQNAL PKRFOMANCK AND RECONSTRUCTION IN KAKU/J
DIVISION LNTHIKA DISTRICT

My name is Jean Nduati. | am a student from die University o f Nairobi and | have
been [xmulted to itscaaih on tix* etlixts of child Uibcnir on girl child educational
perfonnance ;uxl reconstmetion in Kakn/i.

Y our rvspxmses will he*fumdled conlklentiiilly.

Section I: Background of Key Informants

2. Sex

Female

3. Marital
statiN.

4. (Xxupution &

I3 2 TgNAITON ...t et s ettt bt et

5. Work experience

<5yum, 5-10 years > 10 years 1
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Section II: (liikl lahour

I.Which kind ol'giris are involved in child lalxxu? (age, family hnckgnxmd, etc.)

N

. Which kind ofwork do they do?

3. When:do they work?

s

Which days' months' period o fthe yeardo they work?

5. Whatistlx*estimate numbero fgirls involved in child latxxr in Kiiku/i?

6. What is tlx relationship ofthe number ofgiris in child labourto those not in child

labour in Kaku/i?

Section Ill: Education

1. Ilow istlx educational performance o ftlx girl child in Kakuzi?



2. How lias been the educational performance ofthe girl diikl in child labots?

3.1 laschild lalxxircontributedto youranswerabove?

H
Explain

4. How do die following affect die educational performance of girt child in child

labour

()  Sexual harassment?

(i) I imitod time forstudies?

(ili))  Poorhealthand ovorworidng?

(iv) Familydiaracteristics?
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5.1 low lias Irec primary education scheme helped to improve school attendance and

pcrfonnance ofgirtsinchildlaborin Kakuzi?

Section IV: Other Questions
I. Wku role do you play/ Inve you played in ensuring that the girl child in child

labour isreconstructed educationally?

2. What is tlie relationship between child labour and girt child educational

reconstroction in Kakuzi?

3. Whom do you think fiee education liashelped more?

Ciirl child labourer (iirl child not in child j
labour
Reason orevidence?

Kwmany girt children school dropouts have managed to go hack to school?

llow is tiie perlbnnance o fthe girl child education after tlie introduction o ftlie fiee

primary education sdicme?
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Ul is A*|>ja‘uv tow*! in tix*oduaiional rcxwvtojction o fthe girt child in

child labour in Kakuzi I)ivision’)
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