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ABSTRACT

This is a demographic analysis of marital dissolution. It is an
attempt to examine regional differentials in determinants of marital
dissolution, with a view of explaining the factors influencing the
rates, levels and finally pattern of marital dissolution.

The study objectives are as follows: to determine marital disso-
lution by specific durations of marriage for selected characteristics
of women for each region, thus determine regional differentials of
these factors as determinants of marital dissolution; to find out the
nuptial patterns of those in stable and unstable unions; and to
suggest policy recommendations which could help deal with this
socio-demographic problem.

The hypotheses tested were: (i) Regional pattern(s) of marital

dissolution is not a function of the following: socio- cultural,
economic, environmental and demographic variables (e.g Age at first
marriage, education levels, place of work, religion e.t.c).
(ii) There’s homogeneity in the following socio-cultural, economic,
environmental and demographic factors (Age at first marriage, educa-
tion levels, place of residence, ethnicity, pattern of work, religion
e.t.c) in determining regional variations and patterns of marital
dissolution.

The study use:'d the Kenya Fertility Sample Survey data (1977/78),

i:
which aimed at collecting information on fertility levels and trends
in Kenya and to investigate the differing patterns and determinants
of fertility amongst Kenyas heterogeneous population. A total of
8,452 women aged 15 to 50 years were identified in the 8,891 success-

fully enumerated households, giving a ratio of 0.95 eligible women



per household. OFf these 8,100 or 95.8 percent were interviewed,
where 6,167 were found to be ever-married cases, which forms the
cornerstone of the study. Thus the study dealt with a data source
which give a socio-economic and demographic aspects of the
population. Hence gives comprehensive demographic data which can be
used for socio- economic and demographic planning and policy making
purposes.

In its methodology the study used both life table and multiple

regression models as techniques of analysis. From the life table
technique marriage dissolution probabilities hence proportions is
derived for the regions and by differentials. The marriage dissolu-
tion probabilities was found to differ from one region to another and
by differentials, although not very conspicuously.
Different predictor variables of dissolution by regions hence region-
al rates thus give the regional comparisons and patterns. For exam-
ple, Coast Province was found to posses the highest dissolution rates
with Rift Valley having the lowest rates.

Therefore, to isolate which of the factors contributed to
these dissolution rates and patterns, multiple regression model was
applied based on the life table probabilities of regions and their
differentials, which further revealed and confirmed the findings
based on the life table analysis.

So, on the strength of the coefficients and t-values the socio-
cultural, economic, environmental and demographic variables which
emerged as good positive predictor variables of marriage dissolution
are: ethnic characteristics of the Mijikendas, education level

(secondary); rural place of residence; all at national levels. At



regional levels the following factors were found to influence marital

dissolution. In the Rift valley: No- education and place of resi-
dence. Nyanza: religion (both protestanism and catholic). In Nairo-

bi: age at marriage (<15), Protestant religion; and primary level of
education. Western: Protestant religion; no-education; and age at
marriage (15-19). Coast: Mijikenda ethnic background, education
level (secondary) and religion. Eastern: the ethnic backgrounds of
the Kamba, Meru and Embu. The effect of all these variables on
marital dissolution were found to be statistically significant at
0.05 level of confidence.

On the other hand some variables emerged as good negative pre-
dictor variables of marital dissolution. These were age at marriage
(15-19) at national level and ethnic background in Rift Valley. These
were also significant at 0.05 level of confidence.

Therefore, 1in conclusion, the study recommends that further
research should be carried out to investigate the impact of socio-
cultural change(s) and ethnic variations on the family formation and
dissolution with a view of finding out which traditional values and
ways of life are, and which ones are not important 1in preserving
family stability. Furthermore, other researches should concentrate
on cause-deleted marital disso[%Fion - with a view of finding out
which type of dissolution is most prevalent, why and where, the role
they play in determining fertility levels and trends. Also, the
study recommends an investigation on the role played by migration
(spatial diffusion) as concerns family formation and dissolution, in
view of the changing individual and societal perceptions about life

in general and marriage in particular.
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Thus Che following policy recommendations are suggested. The
government should address itself fully to the issue of marital disso-
lution by Ilocating marriage counseling centers and other related
establishments such as, SOS children homes and orphanages for chil-
dren of such marriage to deal adequately with the problem. Also this
should go hand in hand with policies on family life education to
supplement formal education policy, age at first marriage policy,
employment and the general health standard policy.

All these therefore, are the necessary contributory factors
which can help the government fully in achieving the desired family
size through family planning campaigns. So, the cornerstone of any

development and stable government in particular stems from a stable

family unit.
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CHAPTER ONE
1.0 THE NATURE AND SCOPE OF THE PROBLEM
1.1 INTRODUCTION (BACKGROUND) TO THE STUDY
In an attempt to explore the iImportance of nuptial
studies in general and more specifically the importance of dissolu-
tion of marriage (divorce, separation or widowhood), it is logical to
start with Glass comments (1963):

"For demographers there is enough reason to devote far more
attention to marriage. It is through the intervening variables of
marriage that replacement indices become sociologically meaningful.
In the more develpped societies, recent changes in the level of and
trend of fertilit; owe much to the changes in the amount of and age
at, marriage. The study of marriage patterns and trends in less
developed societies is of still greater importance™.

Marital status is an element of population composition which is
a significant factor in population dynamics as it affects fertility
to a large extent. It has therefore, a direct bearing on the compu-
tation, for example reproduction rates and other rates such as those
of dissolution.

By examining the proportions single at various ages it Is possi-
ble to judge where and why first marriages are more or less frequent
as well as how precarious they are. The effect of nuptiality on
other social and economic, demographic and environmental characteris-

tics is also not totally insignificant.



1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

This is a study of regional differences 1in marital
dissolution. It undertakes to determine the levels, rates and
patterns of marital dissolution at the provincial level. It also
derives probabilities of marital dissolution using the duration of
marriage as the unit of analysis.

In addition, socio-economic, cultural, demographic and
environmental Tfactors are examined as causative factors of marital
dissolution and the magnitude of provincial differences in those
factors portrayed statistically and diagrammatically.

Studies on nuptiality have tended in general and particularly to
analyze the relationships between nuptial variables, such as age at
first marriage, age at menarche, divorce or separation or widowhood
and socio-economic variables and their impact on fertility (Ayiemba,
1983; United Nations, 1973; Skolnick, 1978; Omondi-Ahawo, 1982
e.t.c). Davis and Blake (1956) in fact identified the amount of
reproductive time lost after or between unions as one of the eleven
intermediate variables influencing fertility. But it should be noted
that infertility or low fertility is often a precondition for marital
instability (Angela Molnos, 1972).

Other studies have also undertaken factors such as race, sex,
education, occupation, duration of marriage and many other variables
as influencing dissolution levels, rates and differentials in many
parts of the world (Udry, Bumpass and Sweet, 1972). However, studies
that focuses on probabilities of marital dissolution are rare in a
country such as Kenya.

This study, therefore, aims at identifying significant variables

2



that determine marital dissolution in Kenya. Its main objectives are
stated as follows:
1.3 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

The main objective of the study is to determine the correlates
of marital dissolution by looking at duration - specific - probabili-
ties of dissolution for various regions and sub-groups. Hence,
regression model will be used to estimate relative risks.
SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES
1. To determine marital dissolution by specific durations of
marriage for selected characteristics of women per region. Thus
determine regional differential of these factors as determinants of
marital dissolution.
2. To find out the nuptial patterns of those iIn stable and
unsuitable unions.
3. To suggest policy Recommendations.
1.4 CURRENT STATUS AND PRIORITY AREA OF RESEARCH

The importance of nuptiality research has been recognized

by demographers for quite along time. But iIn Kenya, the existing
studies of nuptiality are still far from adequate.

A brief summary of the present studies which have been undertak-
en shows majorly the two levels of research mentioned below:

i. The relationship between nuptiality, nuptial variables and
fertility (Omondi-Ahawo, 1981; Ayiemba, 1983; Angawa, 1988).

ii. The application of already set demographic techniques to
see how and whether they conform to the Kenya situation (Nyarango,
1985; Mbaya, 1988, Osiemo, 1986, Agunda, 1989).

While discussing the importance of undertaking nuptial studies,



it has been stressed that:

"One of the areas which has been relatively neglected in macro
studies is the subject of nuptiality. The dynamics of nuptiality are
still only imperfectly understood and a study of the factors which
influence the formation and dissolution of not only legal marriage
but of sexual unions in general would repay investigation™. (Inter-
national Union for the Scientific Study of Population 1.U.S.S_P,
1974).

AREA OF RESEARCH

The mainstream demographic research in Kenya has rarely focussed
on marital dissolution. This could be for reasons that are partly
methodological and partly inherent to the nature of the concern with
population growth issues which has inspired most work in; fertility
estimations, levels and trends; breastfeeding, fertility preferences;
infant and child mortality and recently family planning.

The methodological difficulties arise from the fact that the
conventional tools of nuptiality analysis loose much of their sharp-
ness when applied in non-western TfTamily formation patterns (struc-
ture). Parameters like age at first marriage, linkages between
marriages and births were meant to deal with the traditional flexi-
bility of western nuptiality and its capacity to respond to economic
stimuli and structural constraints in terms of timing and frequency
of marriage.

Also the length of married life when terminated has important
demographic and sociological implications as it measures the life
time of these families or sub-families as units. Furthermore, when

combined with age at marriage, it provides a means for investigating



the extent to which early age at marriage is conducive to marriage

instability. Hence, there has been considerable interest in
estimating the trends and patterns of marital disruption and finding

explanation for the same.

Until recently, it seems to have been generally believed that
divorce, for example, was prevalent in the well-to-do groups. In
1938, Terman wrote: "It is well known that more divorces occur in the
higher classes”. The lower status groups, it was believed tended
rather to separate informally or endure the consequences of marital
instability. But Goode (1966) indicates that this may well have been
true at some previous period when the general standard of living and
level of development was lower. After 1940, as better data became
available, sociological studies in the United States showed the
inadequacy of this generalization.

The generalization, based usually on small populations, consist-
ently have demonstrated that the higher the socio-economic status of
a group the lower is their instability or dissolution rates. With
the 1950 United States census came the first opportunity to measure
the relationship between status related variables and certain aspects
of marital stability using the entire population.

It is also important to note that the patterns of divorce and
its increase differs substantially. For example, Australians report
to divorce less frequently than do the Americans, and generally after
a much longer duration of marriage. These differences reflect dif-
ferences iIn socio-cultural set up of the two countries.

In Kenya, there is evidence that the rate of marital dissolution

is on the increase rather than decrease (KFS report 1980). This



report summarizes the situation in Kenya as follows:

"The proportion of first marriage that were still intact fell
steadily from 90 percent for those married in the last 5 years to 79
percent for those marrying between 25 and 29 years age".

The major cause of this decline iIn the proportion of couples
still married was found to be an increase in proportion of TFirst
marriages terminated by death of husband. In contrast, the propor-
tion of Tfirst marriages which ended in divorce or separation showed
no regular increase or pattern with the number of years since first
marriage.

The observed findings, therefore, only suggest that marital
dissolutions are concentrated in the early years or early stages of
marriage. Also, despite this realization, the study explicitly con-
clude that marital dissolution in Kenya (widowhood, separation or
divorce) 1is unlikely to exert any restraining influence on the over-
all levels of marital fertility. This could be due to the high
remarriage rates by divorced persons thus minimizing total time lost
for reproduction due to marital dissolutions. But, it is evident
from the foregoing discussion that early marriage encourages marital
disruption and remarriage is a common practice among divorced persons
in Kenya.

It is therefore necessary to study in greater depth these re-
ported findings by using more refined statistical and demographic
techniques to discover the effects and estimate the geographical
differences in marital dissolution rates that form the cornerstone of

the study.



1.5 SCOPE AND LIMITATIONS

The dissolution of marriages has demographic, socio- eco-
nomic, cultural and environmental implications as does the contract-
ing of marriages, but naturally the effect is reversed. Thus types
of dissolution represent withdrawals or disruptions from the married
population categories and therefore, tend to diminish the population
to which births are (marital births) Ilikely to occur and to change
the number, composition, needs, and functions of households (Shryock
and Siegel, 1973).

This study is based on the 1977/78 Kenya Fertility Survey
(K.F.S) sample data. This is a powerful source of socio-economic and
demographic data whose applications have been further enhanced by the
distinguishing features of the National Integrated Sample Survey
Programme (N.1.S.S_.P) in 1974. Also, it is important to note that,
sample surveys dissolutions (divorces, separations and widowhood) and
dissolution rates iIn satisfactory but registration data are inade-
quate - Kenya for example.

This study is principally a regional differential, case study of
marital dissolutions rates levels and patterns at provincial level.
Hence only seven provinces are studied as they were the only regions
where the survey was carried out. The other remaining areas (though
not significantly important in terms of number) were not covered
because of the pastoral nature (nomadic) of the inhabitants and the
related complications normally associated with such areas.

Also, apart from the provincial level analysis, the general
national level analysis was undertaken to have background information

about regional variations from a national perspective. Thus the



scudy covers most of the geographical space of Kenya with the region-
al variations in mind.

So this level of operation leads to an undertaking of a life
table analysis at both National and Regional levels by differentials;
the distribution of population by marital status and Tinally a
socio-economic, cultural, environmental and demographic analysis of
dissolution patterns using multiple regression model.

A number of limitations can also be identified in this study.
One major set back to the study is lack of adequate data on male
characteristics so as to get an equitable information about marriage
dynamics. This is because the survey was majorly female bias.

Also, because the study intends to analyze or look at the cul-
tural norms and mores from quantitative angle, the contributions of
these factors to gissolution (ethnic background for example) 1is not
going to be full; ﬁnderscored- For example, one often finds that
even in countries where divorce 1is recognized its iIncidence is a
reflection of the religious conviction of the population. Hence the
study will fall short of determining the very socio-cultural Tfabrics
of the societies or regions under study.

The fact that separation is regarded as dissolution is also a
shortcoming of the study. For separation is just temporary disrup-
tion of marriage. Furthermore the fact that regional differentials
can only be looked at provincial level (as the survey was conducted
at provincial level) may cover up the influences of some iImportant
differentials (socio- cultural-ethnic Tfactors) on dissolution of
marriage as within these provincial administrative boundaries, are

significant, cultural and ethnic dissimilarities.



Finally, other limitations of the study include lack of time and
money, to enable one include some other iImportant variables such as
premarital births, cohabitation status, sex preferences, age differ-
ence of the spouse, types of marriages which the literature pointed
out to be important proxies to marital dissolution.

1.6 JUSTIFICATION FOR THE STUDY

The study focuses in the area of marital dissolution or
instability. Interest iIn marriage dissolution focuses on socio-
cultural, -economic and demographic aspects, not to TFforget
environmental factors.

Socio-culturally, the stability of marriages and the case with
which they are entered into or dissolved reflect, and also, influence
relations between husbands and wives and between parents and their
children. Where dissolution patterns are changing, the nature of the
family is likely to be iIn transition as well; the newer patterns not
necessarily being an improvement on the old. Because of the complex-
ity of such issues and the [limited purposes of the survey being
used, this research will not contribute much towards their explora-
tion beyond the purely quantitative sense. Hence, estimates of
dissolution rates and of time spent in unions in Kenya will be ex-
plained .

Demographically, interests in marriage stability also derives
from the implications that marriage patterns may have for Dbirths,
particularly where fertility outside marriage is rare. Hence the
study will majorly concentrate on the demographic aspect of analyzing
marital dissolution.

Most of the nuptial and fertility studies in this country have



tended to examine in a limited scope only the relationship between
nuptial variables and fertility (Ayiemba, 1983). Other studies which
have ventured in this area have undertaken the legal, sociological
and economic dimensions of marital instability and their impact of
the society (Otieno; Wainaina, 1976, 1980; Mbula; Mbiti, 1977, 1968;
Heller, 1971).

Thus the importance of nuptial variables iIn the context of Kenya
as current population growth rate of approximately 4.0% per annum is
best conceived from the desired marital environment, and its stabili-
ty. Hence, the success of achieving the required rate of population
growth and numbers vis-a-vis the available natural resources needs a
background knowledge of causes of marital dissolution, Iits rates,
levels and patterns to help the policy makers address themselves to
the real issues of family formation, stability and dissolution.

Also, with the increased modernization process through educa-
tion, rural-urban migration, and rural to rural migration the tradi-
tionally cherished stability in the institutions of marriage Iis
threatened as more women become household heads. In addition, the
changing role of children as sources of agricultural labour due to
increased education and the increasing burden of child care on iIndi-
vidual parents render marital instability as an undesirable social
phenomena, because of its socio-psychological affects on the children
and parents.

For the success of medical knowledge and child care its impera-
tive demographically to get adequate information on the regional
patterns and variations in the average age at first marriage, average

age at first divorce or separation. This 1is because the risk of
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pregnancy or conception is associated with age at first marriage. So
women marrying when they are relatively too young are assumed to be
exposed to greater maternal death associated with early pregnancies.

Note also that, the risk to child bearing at this stage coupled with
the risk to marital dissolution also render the family unit as the
basis of a successful health care campaign to have a shaky founda-
tion.

Other justification for the study include the availability of
data. It is also important to note that Kenya’s present stage of
socio-economic and political development is unquestionably influenc-
ing directly or indirectly the institution of marriage (Ayiemba,
1983) .

It is thus fitting to find out on regional basis, which socio-
economic cultural and demographic changes are more crucial in deter-
mining levels and trends of marital instability in order to identify
on a regional basis appropriate nuptial policies and instruments of
implementation; such as:

i Regional institutions that cater and deal with marriage
counseling.

ii. Regional institutions for children abandoned or affected by
marital discord e.g. sos children homes, orphanage etc.

Hence its clear that no attempts have so far been carried out to
study marital formation and dissolution.

So, the study will be a milestone in broadening our knowledge
and areas of research in the field of nuptiality and iIts status in

Kenya.



1.7 ORGANIZATION OF THE STUDY

The study deals with the following aspects of nuptiality.

(@) The life table analysis of Marital Dissolution.

(in) Relationship between socio-economic, cultural,
environmental and demographic variables and Marital Dissolution.

(iii) Regional variations and patterns.

The objectives and importance of these different topics above
have been discussed briefly in the paragraphs that follow. The
choice of different chapters was guided majorly by the recommenda-
tions made at the Population Studies and Research Institute, Univer-
sity of Nairobi (P.S.R.l) Seminar, Mombasa, (1987) and partly by the
World Fertility Survey steering committee W.F.S and by the need and
availability of nuptial studies in Kenya as of now. The study has
been divided into six chapters: Apart from Chapter 1 that has under-
scored the background of the study with a view of exploring its
importance, thus putting it into context. Chapter 2 deals with the
review of the pertinent literature, giving the theoretical background
review on the topic, the empirical review and the theoretical frame-
work as a base to the study.

In chapter 3, work is on the methodology which has been used in
the study. Here a brief background knowledge to these methods has
been given with a close examination of the advantages and disadvan-
tages and whether they have been used or recommended for such kind
of studies.

The life table analysis of marital dissolution has been under-
taken in chapter 4. The main features of this chapter are the pre-

sentation and analysis of life tables for aggregate and subgroups of



population with differing characteristics to see whether their
chances of marriage dissolution vary from each other. The tables
have their importance in the analysis of dissolution rates and in
carrying out detailed study in the probabilities or chance that a
particular marriage, given a specific duration will either dissolve

or not. Such changes in magnitude and direction have profound effect

on the fertility process of the population, although the study of the

phenomenon is outside the scope of the work.

Chapter 5 deals with the relationship between socio- economic,
cultural, environmental and demographic variables and martial disso-
lution. This chapter is an extension of chapter 4, as it considers
the effects of covariates on dissolution probabilities at various
marriage durations. Hence this will give use regional variations and
patterns.

Finally, chapter 6 examines the success and failures of the
study and thus gives both policy and further research recommenda-

tions .



CHAPTER TWO
2.0 LITERATURE REVIEW AND CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
2.1 INTRODUCTION

This chapter is intended to highlight the theoretical and empir-
ical contributions of past studies to the area of marital dissolu-
tions. The researcher intends, therefore, to bridge any gap which
may exist and also extend the scope of nuptial studies in Kenya.

2.2 THEORETICAL REVIEW ON MARITAL DISSOLUTION

The concept of marital stability or instability are diffi-
cult to define. This difficulty is attested by Gibson (1971) whose
study of marital dissolution in England and Wales observed that
legalized divorce alone for example, was an inadequate measure or
marital instability.

The situation is even worse in an African setting where divorce
must be sanctioned by customary laws which are very diverse from one
ethnic group to another.

In the pre-industrial society, marriage and reproduction tended
to be governed by unconscious rationality, collective behavior
patterns that benefit a species despite individual unawareness
(Wrigley, 1978).

But by the advent of Industrialization motivation shifted from
collective folk wisdom to individual conscious folk wisdom and final-
ly to individual conscious self interest. This can be seen in repro-
duction behavior which continues to respond to increasing costs and
decreasing rewards for childbearing as is postulated by the theory of
Demographic transition.

In life, with the popular belief that couples marry for Ilove,
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not to please their parents, individuals self-interests increasingly
dominate the 20th century marriage pattern. This decline in family
functions and performances led sociologists to conclude that personal
relationships were the families most important social contribution
(OGBUN 1933).

By the beginning of the 19307’s, social scientists vigorously
(but inconclusively) sought the secrets of marital adjustment
(Kirkpatrick 1968) but the search for a satisfactory theory of mar-
riage met with limited success. In 1950°s a popular theory held that
marriage Tills complementary, instrumental, and express needs. By
the 1970s this theory was discredited, as women contribution to
subsistence and men’s contributions to expressive activities have
been, much greater than earlier theorists had supposed (Aldous,
1977) .

A recent sophisticated study reports that the lack of strong
positive associations between reported marital happiness and a number
of status variables unexpectedly casts doubt on number of widely held
generalizations about marriage (Glenn and Weaver, 1978). Yet the
accelerating rise in divorce (Westoff, 1978) indicated a need for a
theory of marital instability. This, therefore, shows the continued
importance of theories to social scientists in other fields and in
the field of demography.

For example, studies by social scientists seeking for an accept-
able theory on human behavior have focussed on micro- analytical
studies on fertility behavior, the community at large within differ-
ent environmental contexts. From such studies, theories on fertility

behavior have been developed. Such theories include:



©O) The Biological (Natural) theory (Henry, 1961; U.N
1974; Menken, 1975).

(i1) The -economic and social theory (Roppetto, 1972;
Nerlove, 1974; Schultz, 1973; Esterlin, 1969; Becker, 1960
Namboodir, 1972; g, 1975; Hauthorn, 1970) and,

(ain) The socio-psychological theory (Davis and Blake, 1956;
Yaunkey, 1969; Larimer, 1974).

It is important to note here that these theories have been in
one way or another in their salient variables mentioned as determi-
nant of fertility behavior vividly or partially show the part played
by marital dissolution (divorce or separation or widowhood) on fer-
tility. But in this study no discussion is going to be made of these
theories as they fall out of the problem under study.

2.3 EMPIRICAL LITERATURE ON MARITAL DISSOLUTION

A lot of work has been done on marriage dissolution. But in
Kenya such studies have been few to date.

Demographically, interest in marriage dissolution or stability
derives from the implications that marriage patterns may have for
births, particularly where fertility outside marriage iIs rare.

Since the World Fertility Surveys (W.F.S), which Kenya Fertility
Survey is part of, provided more information about ever-married women
than for single women, the study will provide somewhat more details
on correlates of dissolution than could be got from other sources of
data; census for example.

With the growing demand for strong and sound population policies
and the need to understand the family unit, many nuptial studies have

been carried out in the past years. This is done with the view to
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establish the constraints to success and the correct policies on
sound and stable family unit.

In the first country Reports (on the fertility survey which were
carried) brief overviews of marriage dissolution and remarriage are
represented, together with tables of the proportions of marriages
dissolved by duration of union.

The Kenya Fertility Survey (K.F.S), 1980 summarizes the situa-
tion as follows:

n "The proportion of first marriages that were still intact fell

steadily from 90% for those married in the last 5 years to 79% for
these married between 25 and 29 years ago”. The major cause of this

decline in the proportion of couples still married was found to be an

increase in proportion of first marriages terminated by death of
husband. In contrast, the proportion of Ffirst marriages which ended

in divorce or separation showed no regular increase with the number
of years since first union™.

The observed findings therefore, suggest that marital dissolu-
tions are concentrated in the early stages of marriage. Despite this
realization, the study explicitly concluded that marital dissolution
in Kenya 1is unlikely to exert any restraining influence on the over-
all levels of marital fertility. This could be due to the high re-
marriage rates by divorced persons thus minimizing total time lost
for reproduction due to marital dissolution. It is therefore evident
from the foregoing discussion that, early marriage encourages marital
disruption and remarriage is a common practice of divorced persons in

Kenya.
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2.3.1 DEMOGRAPHIC VARIABLES OF MARITAL DISSOLUTIONS

Considerable evidence supports the assumptions that
correlates of marital dissolution (divorce or separation or widow-
hood) rates, depends on socio-economic, cultural, ecological and
demographic factors (Fenelon, 1971; Jacobson, 1959; Carter and Glick,
1970; Broel-Plateris, 1966). Hence there is need for close scrutiny
of the works.

AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE

The relationship between marital dissolution (divorce for exam-
ple) and age at fTirst marriage has been examined in a number of
studies (Leslie, 1967). Females married under 18 years (high school
age) have a much higher probability of divorce no matter how long
their marriage may have lasted.

Bumpass and Sweet (1972) have found that there is an inverse
relationship between age at first marriage and dissolution. The
relationship persists and remains strong after controlling other
variables including; wife’s education, religion while growing up,
family status at age 14, residence while growing up, status of first
pregnancy and birth, first husbands marital history, and time since
Ffirst marriage.

Individual survey data have consistently demonstrated that
youthful, especially teenage marriages are subject for various rea-
sons to a relatively high risks of divorce in the United States
(Leslie, 1967).

From a theoretical perspective, the negative association between
age and marital instability probably reflects the influence of physi-

cal and emotional maturity (Thornton, 1978). As a husband and a wife



age, they gain more and more experience and wisdom useful for the
solution of marital difficulties. Also the rate or personal change
probably declines with age, thereby limiting the possibility that the
partners interest and goals will differ.

Other studies have indicated that, early age at marriage is one
of the most powerful predictors of marital disruption, with the
largest difference noted between those who marry before age 20 and
those who marry at 20 years and older (Carter and Glick, 1970; Bum-
pass and Sweet, 1972; Sweet and Bumpass, 1974; McCarthy, 1978; 1979;
Thornton, 1978; Smith and Meitz’l, 1983; Thornton and Rodgers, 1984;
Wilson and Meyers, 1984).

Differentials iIn marital instability by age at first marriage
have often also been reported (Glick, 1957; U.S Bureau of Census,
1971). Women who married before age 20 have substantially higher
rates of marital disruption than women who marry at older ages. This
differential is not simply the result of the correlation of age at
marriage with other variables. But women marrying for the Tfirst time
at ages 30 and above have very low rates of marital dissolution.

Havighaust (1961) shows, that couples who marry, precipitately
may not be ready to settle down, may have reservations about the
suitability of their mates, and may be unwilling or unable to assume
the responsibility (s) of married life. Thus coupled with doubts
voiced by their families, such marriages are often surrounded with a
lot of uncertainties e.g. IiIndecisiveness. But if the spouses do not
encounter outright opposition, they often lack the kinship support
generally provided at the time of marriage (Winch and Greer, 1964)

and may loose the assistance provided by kin if they had remained
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single (Stack, 1974).

In the premature marriages, not only is there lack of accumulat-
ed savings, since the partners are typically young and the problems
of making adequate livelihood are severe; Not only is the male
restricted in his occupational opportunities, but the female is often
unable to contribute to the family income because the child care
responsibilities are immediately thrust upon her. Moreover the
income required is greater than is usual for newly married couple
because of the presence of the child (Coombs and Freedman, 1970).

Early marriages would restrict the occupational mobility of both
parents, since they often must begin employment before completing
educational or vocational training which might otherwise have en-
hanced their job opportunities (Rapport, 1964). Also their ability
to change employment is limited by the greater TfTamily responsibility
they must assume in the early years of marriage.

DURATION IN MARRIAGE

The importance of duration of marriage as a factor in predicting
important demographic variables/events (fertility, mortality, disso-
lution) has been fully evaluated (U.N Reports).

The effect of socio-demographic variables on marital dissolution
show that, the longer the duration of a marriage, and the older the
husband and wife at the time of marriage, for example, the lower is
the probability of dissolution (Jacobson, 1950; Bumpass and Sweet,
1972; Carter and Glick, 1976). Other studies indicate that, when
duration of marriage is controlled there exist a pronounced negative
relationship between education and marital instability (Udry, 1976;

U.S Bureau of Census, 19231; Bumpass and Sweet, 1972).
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Clearly most of the effect of education on marital dissolution
is mediated by education differences in age at marriage, little
effect remains to be directly ascribed to education differences in
resources' brought to marriage as the literature sometimes suggest
(Goode, 1966).

Marriage duration, when analyzed through the interval between
marriage and first birth may be seen to promote stability when births
occur sometimes after marriage. This could be because the couple has
happened or has had time to develop strong interpersonal ties and
become more financially secure before the arrival of the child
(Morgan and Rindfuss, 1985). Mechanisms of social control that
inhibit marital dissolution may be weakened for 'those already con-
sidered deviant for having born a child out of wedlock (Morgan and
Rindfuss, 1925).

Yet other studies, that have examined changes overtime in the
effect of marital status at first birth by analyzing probability of
separation within the Tfirst years of marriage for black and white
women in America, Tfound out that among the black population, the
effect of marriage sequencing is inconsistent across marriage cohort,
with no difference in separation by marriage pattern for the most
recent Ffirst marriage cohort (1970-74). As for the white women, the
effect iIs relatively strong in the earliest marriage cohort (1950-
54), with premarital birth group having the highest probability of
separation, but it has since declined (O’connell and Rodgers 1984).
But unlike O’connell and Rodgers, Morgan and Rindfuss (1985) found no
change iIn the effect of marriage sequencing by marriage cohort.

Thornton and Rodgers (1978) in their analysis of different
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dimensions of individual and historical time to obtain insights into

relative importance and strength and to understand better patterns
observed across historical and personal time on marital dissolution
used a multivariate analysis and additive model. Interpretations of
these trends as reflecting period rather than cohort phenomena is
consistent with the observation that during these periods, all birth

cohorts, marriage cohorts, ages, age at marriage groups and marital

durations were influenced remarkably simultaneously and evenly. It
was also found that individual time is also related to marital
separation and divorce. The likelihood of separation and divorce
decreases steadily with the passage of individual time. The crucial

dimension accounting for declining dissolution rates across the life

course may be age rather than marital dissolution. Although age at
marriage may not be as important as current age iIn predicting marital

dissolution, it does have an independent effect on marital
dissolution.

AGE AT FIRST BIRTH

The younger the age at first birth, the higher the probability
that the first marriage will dissolve (Christensen, 1963; McCarthy,
1979; McCarthy and Menken, 1979; Smith and Meitzl, 1983).

Other studies reveal a variety of undesirable consequences
associated with adolescent childbearing (i.e young age at birth).
Among these are, health problems for the mother and infant (Menken,
1930), rapid subsequent fertility (Bumpass, Rindfuss and Jamosik,
1978), high levels of completed fertility (Millman and Hendershort,
1980), low educational attainment (Furstenberg, 1976 and 1977; Moore

and Waite, 1977; McLaughlin, 1979), low earnings (Hoffman and Moore

22



1978), child abuse and neglect (Herrenkohl and Herrenkohl, 1979, Ilow
perceived personal efficacy (McLaughlin and Micklin, 1983) and high
rate of marital disruption (McCarthy and Menken, 1979). Thus age at
first birth has important consequences for life course activities.
PREMARITAL BIRTH AND ADOLESCENT CHILDBEARING

Premarital births raises the probability of dissolution (Chris-
tensen, 1963; Bumpass and Sweat, 1972).

Sarrel (1967) in a small retrospective study of black adoles-
cents who became pregnant before wedlock reported that, with a five-
year period three fourths of the marriages were no longer intact. A
series of studies have also shown that premarital pregnancy greatly
increases the probability of eventual marital dissolution (Monahan,
1960; Lowrie, 1965).

By linking the records of marriages, births and divorces, Chris-
tensen (1960) was able to show that couples who had experienced a
premarital conception were more than twice as likely to divorce
within the first five years of marriage.

Sauber and Corrigan (1970) traced marriage careers of unwed
mothers in New York. One-half of those who married during the study
period no longer lived with their husbands at the time of the five-
year Tfollow up. Other studies reveal that individuals who become
premaritally pregnant are different either in their personality
and/or cultural values (Vincent, 1961; Paulker, 1969). The same set
of personal or cultural factors which may predispose couples to
become premaritally pregnant are also thought to reduce their chances
of making up a stable marriage: That 1is, marriages preceded by a

pregnancy do not survive because individuals entering such unions are
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less capable of or committed to creating a viable union (Chilman,
1966) .

It has also been hypothesized that a premarital pregnancy may
cut short the process of preparing for married life (Christensen,
1960) - He speculates that such marriages often occur without ade-
quate preparation or in the absence of love, or in the face of ill-
matched personalities. This is supported by other studies which tend
to support the hypothesis that marriage is more successful where
there is no premarital sexual intercourse.

In a recent longitudinal study of marital dissolution; Coombes
and Zumetta (1970) also discovered a strong association between the
occurrence of a premarital pregnancy and marital breakup.

PohIman (1969) concludes that an abrupt introduction of the
child into the family (or accelerated family building which accompa-
nies marriages preceded by a pregnancy) constellation can prevent the
solidarity between the partners that might otherwise develop during
the early years of marriage. Relations may be further complicated by
a rapid succession of additional pregnancies. The husband
particularly may begin to feel trapped by the accumulating economic
and emotional responsibility(s). The wife may resent the heavy
burdens of caring for several young children and have little emo-
tional energy to invest in the marriage relationship.

Other studies include that of Billy, Landalle and McLaughlin
(1986). In examining whether the sequencing of adolescent childbear-
ing vis-a-vis another major life course event-marriage affects later
events-marital dissolution found that, the conditional probabilities

adjusted for timing effects and covariates reveal that delaying
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marriage subsequent to the birth dramatically increases the chances

of separation in comparison with the other two marital status
groups. The conditional probabilities adjusted for timing effects
and covariates reveal that marriage subsequent to birth increases the

chances of marital instability during the first two and one-half
years of marriage. Another way of looking at these changing effects

of marriage-first birth-sequencing over marital duration is to note

that, while, those with a premarital births are the first to suffer

a marital disruption, those with a premarital conception and post
marital conception experience higher rates of separation iIn subse-
quent intervals. There is little difference from the results in the

probability of separation between adolescent mothers who had a post
marital conception and those who had a premarital conception but
married before the birth. Having a premarital birth however, signif-

icantly increases the probability of marital dissolution.

In the one attempt to untangle the unique effects of age at
first birth and age at first marriage, Moore and Waite (1981) found
that, adolescent marriage, not adolescent parenthood 1is the
significant factor responsible for marital disruption.

Hence the timing of the birth of a child (i.e whether childbear-
ing begins in adolescent or post adolescent period) has important
ramifications for subsequent life course events, for example, high
rate of marital disruption (McCarthy and Menken, 1979).

FERTILITY AND MARITAL STATUS

Koo, Barbara and Janowitz (1983) in their study to investigate

the reciprocal relationship between marital fertility and dissolution

formulating and estimating a simultaneous equation frameworks re-
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vealed the effects of fertility and age of youngest child on separa-
tion.

According to their findings, being childless, rather than having
any children at the beginning of the interval increased the chance of
separation. But this effect was significant only during years 4-6
for the youngest cohorts and years 7-9 and 10-12 for older cohorts.
Among the older groups, bearing a child during the interval signifi-
cantly increased the likelihood of separation during years 13-16 of
marriage. :

CHILDLESSNESS

Years ago, sociologists and psychologists thought that the
purpose and presence of children could strengthen a faltering
marriage. In support of this belief, researchers claimed that
divorce rate among the childless was many times greater than it was
among the couples with children (Nimkoff, 1934). But later studies
however showed that the difference in divorce rates for these two
groups of couples was much smaller than had been claimed and that
divorce and separation rates are moderately lower for those who have
children than for the childless (Jacobson, 1950; Mohanan, 1955).
This argument has been endorsed by Chester (1971), who found that the
majority of marital dissolution occurred during the first year of
marriage. As a result the major determinants of divorce do not
include childlessness, and the fact that disrupted marriages are less
exposed to childbearing than women who have been continuously married
leads to the expectation that marital disruptions also lead to in-
creases in childlessness.

Becker (1973) suggested that, the number of children in the home



might affect the probability of dissolution independently of their
age when he looked at the economics of marriage. He argued that the
complementarity of the skills of the husband and the wife was rooted
in the desire to raise children so that, 'the gain (to marriage)
would be positively related to the importance of children™.

A study by Ross and Sawhill (1977) on whether dependent children
(less than 18 years) were present and affected marital stability
revealed that, it failed to affect it significantly.

Cherlin (1977) on his study on the effect of children on marital
dissolution of white mothers in the first four years of marriage
found that children were deterrent to divorce and separation only
when they are in the school going ages, when the time and effort
required for child care are at their peak. Hence his findings sug-
gests that children prevent marital dissolution not because they
build new bonds between the parents but rather because early child
care may be too expensive and time consuming for one spouse to mar-
riage alone.

Thornton (1977) dummied the number of children so that the
effects of being childless could be distinguished. He found that
childlessness at the end of third year of marriage significantly
increased chances of separation in the subsequent fourth year, but
the number of children had no significant effects In two succeeding
four year periods (he did not study the first three years).

Other studies by Mott and Moore (1979) found being childless, as
contrasted to having babies or older children, did significantly
influence the likelihood of marital dissolution. But in this study,

they used a very young sample (age 14-24 in 1968), for many of whom
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childbearing would not start until after the study period.
REMARRIAGE

The remarried persons who were previously divorced appeared to
have a higher rate of marital dissolution than those in first mar-
riages. The difference between first and second marriages is modest,
but It has consistently been reported in several studies (Monahan,
1958; Glick and Norton, 1971; Bumpass and Sweat, 1972; Becker <t al
1976, Hoffman and Holmes, 1976; U.S Bureau of the Census, 1976).

The dissolution rate for third marriages are even higher, ac-
cording to one study in lowa of divorce records (Monahan, 1958). The
higher rates found could be due to the complex family situations of
remarried persons to familiarity with the process of divorce, or to
the tendency of some people to be prone to divorce (Bernard, 1956;
Duberman, 1976).

Other studies (Becker, Landes and Michael 1977; McCarthy 1978)
reports that a first marriage increases the probability of dissolving
a second marriage. Problems facing families formed by remarriage
following divorce are also present in families formed by first mar-
riage when they involve children born premaritallv from a previous
informal union. Ambiguities with regard to such things as: Tfinancial
obligations; child care responsibility and authority within the
family are likely to precipitate conflicts for which there are few
established solutions. Hence remarriage and marital instability

seems to have a reciprocal effect.
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2.3.2 SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL FACTORS

Social factors such as race, religion, residence, are among the
many Tfactors which are frequently suggested as influencing marital
disruptions (Carson, 1915; Lichtenberger, 1931; Pang and Hanson,
1968). Both Willcox and Jacobson (1959) selected these variables
above for special discussion, with Nativity included, and came out
with some evidence that, taking the whole of U.S, the variables are
associated with important differentials in divorce rates (Carter and
Glick, 1976).

Broel-Plateris (1964) in a comprehensive attempt to identify,
the correlates of divorce obtaining data from the 1950 U.S census on
nineteen non-legal variables by state and residence categories, used
"percent divorced” from the census as an indicator of the level of
divorce in each state and residence category and found that, of the
nineteen selected variables two failed to correlate significantly (at
0.05 Ilevel) with percent divorced in the large city category, while
ten failed to correlate with percent divorce iIn the rural farm and
non-farm category. OF course, the proportion divorced 1in these
categories at any point iIn time depended not only or the incidence of
divorce but also on the frequency of remarriages, the duration of
separation and direction of migration.

EDUCATION

Greater educational attainment presumably a measure of social
class-lowers the probability of dissolution, although the effect of
education is weak when other variables are controlled (Goode, 1962;
Bernard, 1966; Udry, 1966; Bumpass and Sweet, 1972).

Another study by Glick, (1973) using the 1950 U.S census data to
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calculate separation and divorce rates by race and education, found a
nnn—1inear relationship of divorce rates to be highest in the middle
levels of education. Other researchers on the correlates of marriage
dissolution in Canada has shown certain factors - lack of education -
as negatively related to divorce Mckie et-al (1963).

Although marital Instability appears to decline with iIncreasing
education, this relationship is appreciably altered when controls for
age at marriage and other factors are introduced (Bumpass and Sweat,
1972; 1973).

RELIGION

The effects of religious differences on marital disruption may
be derived from differing theological and sub-cultural views on
marital breakdowns and the strength of family ties. Religious dif-
ferentials have been documented for specialized samples (Landis,
1949; Burchina and Chancellor, 1963), where with other factors con-
trolled the religious differentials reduces considerably.

Analysis of differing failure rates of homogamous and heteroga-
mous marriages has focussed primarily on religion and is limited in
the states which record religion on marriage certificates - lowa and
Indiana for example, - (Christensen and Barber, 1967).

Higher rates of marital disruption has been reported for inter-
faith marriages (Landis, 1949). Other studies yielding similar

results were by Burchinal and Chancellor (1963); and Christensen and

Barber (1967).
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HOMOGAMY AND HETEROGAMY

Measures of horaogamy are widely used in tests for predicting
marital adjustments (Bowerman, 1964).

Goode (1966) lists ''general dissimilarity in background'™ among
factors associated with greater 'proneness to divorce'. The higher
probability of success for homogamous marriages are usually attribut-
ed to greater likelihood of value consensus between the spouses on
basic life goals and priorities and to similarity of expectations for
marital roles.

To the extent this occurs, marital success rates might be low-
ered for heterogamous marriages, not so much through differing values
of the groups involved as through the selection of personal charac-
teristics not conducive to marital adjustment.

Blood and Wolfe (1960) reported lower levels of marital satis-
faction among Detroit couples who were dissimilar on age, religion or
education (among other characteristics).

LEGAL ASPECTS

Legalized unions are found to be more stable and have relatively
higher fertility levels than consensual unions (Onaka and Yaukey,
1973). But among less fecund women as well as consensual unions when
other intervening variables such as education, place of birth and
residence are controlled marital dissolution was found to be high.

Willcox, 1959 concluded that divorce differentials in "the three
belts (east, central and west) of the United States are not explained
by differences in law® — and that legal — restriction on divorce
exert a minor influence on the rate™ (Kirkpatrick, 1963; Mazur,

1969) .
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Yasmin (1930) on divorce law amongst the Moslems in Kenya re-
veals that Muslims regard divorce as a protective remedy and not as a
punishment. From the research findings, divorce rate is seen to be
increasing from 1.4% average ratio of divorce to marriage between
1957-63 to 12.06% in the period 1975-79.

Atieno (1976) in her desertation (LLB) entitled "Divorce in the
Luo Community with a particular reference to the county of East
Ugenya Location”™ found that, according to this society marriage is a
paramount bond between not only the couple but the community which
the couple is part of. According to this study, divorce is looked at
as an accident that affects the moral standards set by the Luo reli-
gion. It is important, therefore, that the wisdom of the Luo elders
who are the agents of the Luo God be evoked to keep in check this
damaging phenomenon. Hence the term divorce is non existence in the
community. The most appropriate word therefore should be 'separation'
which was more popular and whose effect was to make a couple stay
apart (separate) from each other for a while.

ECONOMIC FACTORS

At individual level there is evidence indicating that divorce
rates decline with increasing income (U.S Bureau of census 1971).
Also, marital disruption appears to decline with increasing educa-
tion. But these relationship is appreciably altered when controls
for age at marriage and other factors are introduced (Bumpass and
Sweat, 1972, 1973).

Levinger (1965) contends that, there is simply less reason to
maintain a problematic relationship when the female 1is not dependent

on the male for support. This is why unions in which women’s earn-
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ings capacity are/is greater than their husbands had such a low rate
of survival.

According to Furstenberg (1974) holders of lower-status jobs or
what some economists refer to as 'secondary position”™ command less
marital loyalty primarily because they offer less long term security.

Rainwater (1970) in his study of the economic implication of
marital disruption among the blacks and whites found that, not only
do black males face limited employment opportunities, restricted
occupational mobility, and unfair rates of compensation, but they are
sometimes confronted with the fact that their wives are relatively
more employable than they are. This situation results iIn a double
strain on black marriages. At the same time the husbands feels that
his role as provider 1is being undercut, and his wife is likely to
resent his inability to support the family.

One study also of white couples has shown that early parenthood,
has an adverse effect on a man’s earning capacity over an extended
period, thus may cause strain in a marriage relationship (Coombs and
Freedman, 1970) .

Although researchers disagree on why it is so, almost all exist-
ing studies show that economic resources are strongly linked to
marital stability (Scanzoni, 1970; Cutright, 1971; Furstenberg,
1974).

Huffman (1977) Ilooking at the effects and dynamics of change in
economic wellbeing and its relationship to changes in marital status
analyzed the data of income dynamics. In this study, using a simple
bivariate and multivariate analysis found that changes iIn economic

status were positively related to changes in marital status. Also,
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changes in marital status lead to a series of changes in economic
activity. When the results were placed iIn perspective, they present
the worst effects of divorce. But the results presented here show a
particular historical setting. There is certainly nothing that would
suggest that the same relationships will necessarily persists in the
future.

Heller (1971) on his study about economic change and marital
disruption in Kenya, used a multiple regression analysis to see the
relationship between:

(1) Economic variables and type of marriage.

(i) Marriage type and stability

(iifi) Economic variables and stability.

The results shows that members of the sample are differen-
tially affected by the changes in the national economic struc-
ture. Hence she concludes from the results that; marriage law

that would allow for the different rates of change in the population
would be the best solution to the problem of creating a uniform
marriage law.
POLYGAMY

Polygamy has been hypothesized by several demographers to effect
or cause marital Instability. (Mitchell 1972 ; Reuben Hill et al.
1959). These studies hypothesize that polygamy reduces the fertility
levels due to structural arrangements which affect the frequency of
sexual inter- course between wives. Hence the values attached to kids
in marriage makes the institution unstable if more women are to be
brought into marriage to suffice the deficit. Muhsam, 1956; Angela
Molnos, 1972, 1973; Mosley, 1981).

According to the Kenya Fertility Survey Report. (1980) polygamy
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is noted to be widely practised in Kenya, Involving one third of the
currently married women. Polygamy is also noted to be common among
younger women under the age of 25 years, especially, among the non-
educated lot. From this one can imply the degree of marital disrup-
tion as reasonably significant. For example, Mosley et al. (1981),
utilizing the above survey, found polygamy as leading to low fertili-
ty levels because of the low pregnancy progression ratio of such
women. And low fertility has been noted to cause marital Instability
and vice versa (Koo, Barbara, lanowitz, 1983).
COURTSHIP

Other socio-cultural aspects related to marital disruption can
also be realized in the courting period. A different and perhaps
more direct sign of readiness for marriage 1is courtship experience.
It provides both a filtering procedure and an opportunity for the
couple to explore future patterns of marital interaction (Burges and
Wallin, 1953; Winch, 1971). Hence brief courtship period lead to
higher conjugal Instability (Burchinal, 1960).
2.3.3 ECOLOGICAL OR ENVIRONMENTAL VARIABLES

Fenelon (1971) relating county immigration rates to 1960 divorce
rates by state (U.S data), through generalization and empirical
tests, taking values as percent urban, percent non-white, per capital
income and percent foreign parentage and percent catholic from the
1961 catholic society, found that only the Tfirst two indicators were
significantly correlated with state divorce rates (per thousand
married couples), and that none of the indicators produced a signifi-
cantly attenuated Tfirst-order partial correlation between county and

immigrations and divorce rates.
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Carson (1915) analyzing the aspect of frontierness (migration as
key concept) portrays the impact of adventurism, new environment and
new conditions of life (which influence the inhabitants thus discard-
ing old traditions and cutting loose from the past), to generate
an atmosphere of isolation, impersonality and weakened social control
through the "— vreduction of institutional and traditional aspects
of family, influence of friends,thus leads to less stigma of divorce.

Pang and Hanson, (1963) concludes that, the popular image of
persons is often linked with such personal characteristics as being
independent, self-reliant, and adventurous.

Hence migration as a determinant of social integration, in turn
directly (influence) affects the degree to which norms of behaviour
are enforced in a given community. Communities having a large number
of new members will not display the degree of integration that is
present in older, more stable communities — because enforcement of
norms iIn these areas will be comparatively relaxed” (Fenelon, 19871;
Broel-Plateris, 1964). Consequently for a given area the greater the
in-migration rate, the lower the social integration or stability and
the lower the social cost attached to divorce.

2.4 MARITAL DISRUPTION IN CONTEMPORARY AFRICA

Divorce or separation or widowed is one of the methods which
bring an end to a marriage.

An African marriage involves many people, and therefore, in any
marital disruption (divorce or separation or widowhood), it was not
only the couples who were responsible or concerned, but all those who
were involved both iIn marriage negotiations and the activities which

followed, for example, the payment of dowry.
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In the African context, bridewealth was not a spontaneous event
but a process, a process which continued at times up to the birth of
the first or even second child or even as long as the husband de-
sired. This differed from society to society.

Mbiti (1969) has this to say about divorce: ™"Once the ¥full
contract of marriage has been executed, it is extremely hard to
dissolve it IT a dissolution does come about, then it creates a
great scar in the community concerned™.

With the coming of missionaries and the related church mar-
riages, there has occurred a notable reluctance to marry in church,
mainly as a result of social instability in general and Instability
of marriage Institutions in particular (Hans Boerakker, 1975, Perl-
man, 1963). Their conclusions are derived from studies from Eastern
and Western Uganda respectively.

In the past, the significant differences in attitude on the part
of man and women to the marriage relationship were rendered less
disruptive by the parents careful choice of marriage partners. But
today, young people do not choose wisely or as carefully as in the
past. They lack experience and they act hastily cohabiting before
negotiations are completed or even began.

Today, although statutory and customary divorce procedures are
foreseen by the legislation, comparatively few divorces actually
become before the courts, and even when they do the courts are often
forced to accept a 'fait acompli™.

According to Conway (1975) the legislators in various countries,
while trying to make customary divorce proceedings available at the

level of local magistrate or district commissioner have also tried to
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prevent divorces being granted so easily.

In Kenya, for example, divorce law follows the much criticized
English model. But according to Spry Commission, divorce cases
should be dealt with on its merits. The commission also recommended
that no divorce suits should be heard during the first three years
of marriage and before an attempt at reconciliation. Other reports
include those of Kaleman on Uganda, which recommended the introduc-
tion of reconciliation committees, and also the Tanzanian Marriage
Act which has insisted on a two year limit before divorce suits can
be introduced as well as before reference to a reconciliation commit-
tee.

Kasaka (1976) studying marriage and divorces in a village in
central Tanzania (Tumbi) found that 59% of those without church
marriages had experienced a divorce or separation while 15% of those
with church marriage had separated.

In another study in Zimbabwe, Aquina (1975) came to the conclu-
sion that, divorces were less compared to other countries due to the
fact that in Zimbabwe patrilineal customary system is still resilient
and backed by civil legislation and high bridewealth. Divorce was
also found to be higher in the tea estates than in the Tribal
trustlands and consi_derably more men were divorced and remarried than

i
women. But he discovered that divorce was on the increase. Other
conclusions made indicated high rates of divorce in second marriages
than in First marriages. Examining divorce and remarriage from the
point of view of religious allegiance, it was found that, the

Protestants (Independent church, the Vapostori, Methodists, Church of

Christ) had the highest marital disruption as compared to the

38



Catholics.

In the urban communities iIn East Africa, the pattern is not very
different from the rural areas. Ssennyonga (1973) studying Nagulu,
Housing estate in Kampala, concluded that church marriages between
Roman Catholics showed more stability than other forms of marriage.

Lamouse-Smith (1970) conducting research among migrants in East
African towns found that 52% of the migrants were unmarried but by
the percent married iIn the survey 13% were either separated or di-
vorced .

Other studies in Africa about marital disruption reveals high
rate of marital Instability amongst matrilineal marriages (Kauta,
Welshman, and Gastonguay, 1975), low rates in patrilineal marriages,
(Aquina, 1975) and the effects of labour migration on marital stabil-
ity, South Africa as an example (Whooley, Spiegels, 1975).

In East Africa, according to the 1969 census, Kenya’s per-
centage of divorced and remarried persons was 4.22% of the married
population. In Uganda the same year it was 10.72%. But in Tanzania
(1967) the percentage divorced and remarried in the country as a
whole was 6.31%, while in the tiny, predominantly Muslim country of
Zanzibar, it was 20.56%, a figure clearly due to Muslim permissive-

ness about divorce.
Penwill (1957) writing on the Kamba customary law, Tfound that

there were three grounds on which the Mukamba husband was allowed to
divorce a wife.

"The first is her idleness and laziness, or her fullen
intractability, shown by a consistent neglect or refusal to perform
her wifely duties in the home or in the fields. The second is her
unfaithfulness. Habitual unfaithfulness is necessary, as he would be
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considered a hard husband to divorce his wife after only one or two
lapses. The third ground for divorce, and the least common is witch-
craft'.

Another study by Mbula (1977) on the Akamba, found that divorce
was never encouraged. The society worked hard to retain, every
marriage. In any divorce case, it was the children who suffered
most, and since children were the hope of the society, the Kamba
looked for ways and means of evading divorce. But there were 1in-
stances it was granted as indicated by Penwill (1957).

It is important to note that the divorce Tfigures which African
governments publish refer to those cases that come before the courts.
Infact, very few do so. The number of divorces 1in Africa Iis
therefore much greater than the official figures lead us to believe.
When a divorce case is heard in court the partners are usually
already separated and bridewealth in some cases has been returned.
Hence studies reveals that separation or divorce is on the increase.
2.5 SUMMARY OF LITERATURE REVIEW

From the reviews above, the following issues are noted:

i The complexity of marital dissolution attested, more so in
an African setting where the research 1is being carried. But the
researcher is not going to undergo the pains as to try to deliberate
fully on those issues (definitions, lack of theory
(demographic)). But the study is going to handle the topic as per
the agreed definition of dissolution as is given in the section of

definition of concepts and findings of other scholars.
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ii. Numerous factors have been identified as to influence

marital dissolution:

a - Age at first marriage

b - Duration of marriage

c - Age at first birth

d - Premarital conception, birth, and adolescent
childbearing

e - Fertility levels (i.e Number of children)

T - Remarriage

g - Education

h - Religion

Homogamy and Heterogamy

J - Legal aspects

k - Economic factors (Income, occupation, work-
statuses)

1 - Polygamy

m - Courtship

n - Place of Residence

0 - Regionality (migration) and

p Customary behaviours.

But the literature reveals that few of these studies have been
done 1iIn Africa and Kenya in particular, and more so demographic
analysis of dissolution of marriage. This shows that serious overem-
phasis have been made on the socio-cultural and economic factors in
the studies of marital dissolution.

From the literature also its noted that most of the studies have

tended to use statistical and econometric analysis as methods of
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analysis of marriage dissolution - factors that determine it, Iits
rates, levels and patterns with percent divorces, median duration
from marriage to decree as the dependent variables. It is only
recent studies as is realised in the literature that have tried to
venture into Demographic analysis of marriage dissolution using both
life table technique and econometric analysis.

Hence the study strives to further on the current researches by
using both the life table technique (by duration of marriage) with
emphasis on socio-cultural, economic, environmental and demographic
factors influenci%gEmarital dissolution as independent variables and
marriage duration (duration dependent proportions or probabilities)
as proxy to marital dissolution.

The study also intends to increase further the level and scope
of nuptiality research in Kenya, majorly in the areas of marital
dissolution. _

2.6 THEORETICAL LRZMEWORK: DEMOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS OF FACTORS

INFLUENCING MARITAL DISSOLUTION

In demographic and sociological studies, the concept of life
cycle has become useful device for summarizing a complex set of human
events which tend to follow an orderly and sequential pattern.
Events such as birth, marriage, Tamily dissolution and death can be
conventionally arranged a long a temporal dimension, Tacilitating
comparisons of family career within and between societies (Glick,
1957).

Recently, there have been attempts to expand, the notion of

family life cycle to make it more theoretically and analytically

powerful unlike its past use as a descriptive device (Clausen, 1973).
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Most of this work has taken primarily one direction, which is that of
exploring cultural, social and economic determinants which shape life
cycle patterns or bring about changes in the life cycle course over-
time .

However, 1its no less important to ask, how shifts in the stag-
ging of particular family events impose constraints on the operation
of other related social institutions or in focusing on the family
itself. Another question involves how certain arrangements of the
life course affect the character of family relations.

So, rather than accounting for the typical life cycle, attention
needs to be directed at the consequences of variant or irregular
activities or careers of individuals, the family and society and/or
the personal characteristics of the individual-~family and society.
There is good reason as to suspect that unscheduled departures from
the typical of normal life course may be socially stressful (Neura-
graten, 1962, Elder, 1974).

Hence, 1its important to note that, while deviations of this
nature frequently give rise to problems in role performance for
individuals who pursue unconventional career routes, they do not
invariably produce personal disadvantages. Individuals sometimes,
respond to and benefit from unanticipated opportunities occasioned by
disruptions in the normatively prescribed schedule (Riley, Johnson,
and Foner, 1972; Elder, 1in press). Note that since each of the
selected socio-economic and cultural variables, ecological or envi-
ronmental variables and demographic variables are contained in the
theoretical model below are not of same strength in the studies of

marital dissolution/ instability, its rate, levels and patterns, this
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research model has indicated only a few of these variables as shown.
The criteria for choosing these variables as predictors of marital
dissolution in Kenya has been directed by the availability of such
data from the Kenya Fertility Survey records. Also, 1its worth

restating here that the study squarely rests on secondary data.
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Fig. I: LIFE CYCLE MODEL INDICATING AREA AND
LEVEL OF RESEARCH

SOURCE: OPERATIONALIZING THE FAMILY LIFE-CYCLE CONCEPT
WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF UNITED NATIONS REOOMMENDATIONS FOR THE

1980 CENSUS, FEDERAL INSTITUTE FOR POPULATION RESEARCH/WHO
(eds. ), Priest, G.E.(1982).
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2.6.1 THE CONCEPTUAL FUNCTIONAL MODEL
The models” demographic variables encompasses the following
characteristics of women aged between 15-50 years among others:

(1) Age at first marriage

(i) Duration of marriage

On the other hand the socio-economic and cultural variables are
identified as the level of education, religion, ethnicity and pattern
of work.

Under ecological or environmental factors, place of residence
(rural/urban) and region(s) are examined.

Note that, since socio-economic cultural, ecological or environ-
mental and demogr;p;ic variables assumed in the theoretical (or life
cycle model indicated earlier are not of the same strength and direc-
tion and cannot all be taken into account in the study of marital

dissolution, its rates, levels and patterns, this research model has

indicated only a few of these variables as shown.
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CONCEPTUAL FUNCTIONAL MODEL
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Thus, its important to note on a theoretical basis that demo-
graphic, ecological or environmental, socio-economic and cultural
factors determine marital dissolution; its rates levels and patterns.

Considering the demographic variables one expects that all the
enumerated factors influence marriage dissolution. For example, one
of the most important demographic characteristics of a marriage Iis
the age of the couples. Age at marriage is closely related to fer-
tility (especially, the size of completed families), the duration of
married life and the stability of marriage. In the western societies,
for example, studies have revealed that, very early marriages (i.e
young age at marriage) tends to be associated with dissolution. Also
the distribution of age at marriages by age of the couples is often
used for descriptive and comparative studies. Thus distribution by
marital status are often pegged on this variable.

Duration of marriage is also useful in the analysis of marital
dissolution and other demographic variables such as fertility, mor-
tality etc. This is important because, duration of marriage being
time-dependent influences maternal fertility - as this takes into
account the number of years of married life one is within the child-
bearing period. Thus duration of marriage specific fertility rates
differ for first marriages and remarriages and even for different
marital statuses.

So, the statistics on duration of marriage can be used to meas-
ure potential loss of fertility as well as to provide some indication
of family stability. Here the most common summary measure of mar-
riage stability by duration of marriage is the median duration from

marriage to a particular decree (divorce, separation, widowhood
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e.t.c), although other measures also exist (duration-specific disso-
lution rates).

Other demographic factors which have been noted to influence
marital dissolution and how they influence it include; Age at first
birth, premarital births, couples age difference, cohabitation sta-
tus, type of marriage, sex preferences etc.

Also, socio-cultural, economic, and environmental factors have
been found to influence marital dissolution. Laws, customs and
taboos for example influence marriage rates and patterns. Age at
marriage is limited or is at least affected by the minimum age im-
posed by law. Aléf the laws and customs that affect the ease of
marriage, particularly at young ages, and of marriage also affect the
incidence of dissolution - divorce for example.

The ages within which school attendance is compulsory and the
facilities for higher education also affect the age at marriage and
its related implications.

Furthermore, the type of economy a country has (subsistence, or
highly developed market economy and the degree of industrialization
and urbanization) influence the prevalence of marriage which inturn
affects the marriage patterns.

Other cultural factors also exert an influence on marriage
pattern. For example, womens role and status in a particular society
have an effect on the incidence of marriage. Furthermore, the extent
to which a country has a subsistence economy or a highly developed
market economy and the degree of industrialization and urbanization
influence the prevalence of unpaid family work, the participation of

women in the labour force as gainful workers, and the occupations
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pursued by women, which inturn affects the marriage patterns. Other
cultural factors also exert an influence on marriage pattern. For
example, the role and status of women iIn society has an effect on the

incidence of marriage and an ever greater effect on its stability.

The less restrictive confinement of women to the home, their increas-
ing participation in the labour force both before and after marriage,

their increasing ability to be self supporting and changes in the
attitudes regarding bachelorhood, spinsterhood and marriage per se
have contributed to changes in the marriage patterns of various
countries. Other related aspects are the importance placed by the
society upon being a parent and the ideals held bl members of the
society as to fertility and family size. Thus marriage patterns are
related to prospective fertility which otherwise lead to marital

disruption.

i
Also, with high mortality, countries affected tends to practice

relatively early age at union. So in such societies men tend to
marry early inorder to be assured of male offspring to carry on the
family name and to perform the necessary memorial rituals - according
to the traditions. This often, when the intended goals 1is not
achieved leads to instability of such unions.

Finally, other variables important for dissolution of marriages
include, migration (geographical mobility) and even wars. These
factors determine the marriage patterns- 1in terms of the sex
imbalance and the related implications. For example, the outbreak of
wars often lead to migratory behaviours-refugee status - hence

separations, divorces and even deaths often occur.



2.7 CONCEPTUAL AND OPERATIONAL HYPOTHESES
2.7.1 CONCEPTUAL HYPOTHESIS

The study assumes that socio-cultural, economic, environ-
mental and demographic factors are likely to influence marital disso-
lution with the resultant regional variations and patterns.

2.7.2 OPERATIONAL HYPOTHESES
i.) Hqg — Regional pattern(s) of marital dissolution is not a func-
tion of the following: socio-cultural, economic, environmental and
demographic variables th. Age at first marriage, education levels,
. i

place of Residence,pethnicity, pattern of work, Religion e.t.c).
ii.) Hqg - There’s homogeneity in the following socio - cultural,
economic, environmental and demographic factors (Age at Tfirst mar-
riage, education levels, place of Residence, ethnicity, pattern of
work, Religion etc.) in determining regional patterns of marital
dissolution.

Note: H» - Is simply the opposite of the Hg
2.8 DEFINITION OF CONCEPTS

NUPTIALITY:

The frequency of marriage that is, unions and characteris-
tics of persons united in marriage and the dissolution of such un-
ions .

MARITAL DISSOLUTION OR INSTABILITY

This refers to a marriage state which has experienced or result-
ed in divorce or separation or widowhood. Conversely, marital sta-
bility refers to marriage state which has never been disrupted, that
is, persons in marriage were Tfound to be living together at the time

of the survey or census enumerations.
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DIVORCE

Is the final dissolution or end of marriage by securing civil,
religious or customary endorsement and are therefore making one
eligible for remarriage.
SEPARATION

Is a temporary agreed or otherwise dissolution or parting of
couples who are married pending divorce or reconciliation or it is an
estranged couple living apart. Note: Living apart due to lets say,

working conditions is not referred to as separation.
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W1DOWHOOD

Is another way the legal or religious or customary marriage may
be dissolved upon the death of one of the spouses. The surviving
spouse experiences the event of widowhood.

MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION PROBABILITY

This may be computed with respect to either age of spouse(s) or
duration of marriage. It is expressed as the number of dissolutions
in a given year at a given age of wife (or husband) reaching that age
at the beginning of the year, or as the number of dissolutions in a
given year 1In a given marriage - duration class per thousand mar-
riages reaching that duration class or the beginning of the year.
MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLES

This is a table combining the probabilities of dissolution by
age of wife (or husband) with probabilities of death of wife (or
husband). Other types of marriage dissolution tables may be prepared
from probabilities of dissolution and death combined or singly of
either husband or wife by duration of marriage.
DEMOGRAPHIC VARIABLES

These are variables that include Age at first marriage, Duration
of marriage etc.
AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE

Is defined as the time when one enters first marriage (got
married).
DURATION OF MARRIAGE

This 1is the time or period completed since the beginning of
married life to the date of other events (e.g- survey, census, sepa-

ration, divorce or widowhood) .. pa
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ECOLOGICAL OR ENVIRONMENTAL VARIABLES

These are variables or factors such as place of residence -
whether rural or urban, region (geographic space or province) etc.
Hence these are generally physical factors of particular areas.
SOCIO0-CULTURAL AND ECONOMIC FACTORS

These are the indices of economic status and factors that govern
the way of life of the people in a society. These may include reli-
gion, education, pattern of work, ethnicity, family norms, marriage,
customs, iInitiation rites, values and institutions.

For example, under religion and ethnicity we have family norms,
taboos, marriage customs, initiation rites, values, beliefs and
institutions.

Economic factors includes, occupation, pattern of work, income
etc. Socio-Economic factors may include factors such as education and

its related values.

2.9 SUMMARY

The concept of the Life cycle brings together and synthesizes
several central topics in demography-nuptiality being one of them.

Thus to integrate the life cycle model with the conceptual
functional model, Le Bras’s criticism of many demographic work or
studies is paramount to begin with:

"Married Life punctuated by marriage and dissolution (divorce
for example); procreative life marked by births; and Life itself
ending in death are three chapters of demography, whereas these
events are all experienced in families” (Le Bras, 1979).

Ryder (1978) suggests that life cycle model 1is an appropriate



context for understanding most demographic events. He says:

"The family as an aggregate has non-demographic properties which
strongly influence the occurrence of demographic events to its indi-
vidual members e.g place residence, the kind of housing, the family
income, and the aggregate participation in the labour force. Most
difficult to measure but probably more salient is the structure of
role relationship within the family, such as the relative rights and
responsibilities of males vis-a-vis females, and of the senior
vis-a-vis the junior generation".

This concept therefore serves as the basis for differentiation
into different phases, that is to say, distinguishing marriage,
fertility, mortality, marriage dissolution which are components of
the family life cycle by different methods - multistate life table
technique for example.

Thus the family life-cycle concept is a standard part of popula-
tion studies with fruitful applications such as the division of the

r »

history of a nuclear family from marriage to the dissolution. Hence
these phases or stages depends on the socio-cultural, economic,
environmental and demographic variables (age at first marriage, age
at birth, duration of marriage, premarital births, religion, educa-
tion levels, pattern of work, place of residence e.t.c) which form
or are grouped to form the inter and intra-linkages of the conceptu-
al functional model above. This suggests therefore how each of these
variables are related with each other as predictor variables of
marital dissolution which are the building blocks of life cycle
model.

So, the theoretical discussions of the direction and levels of



interaction between these variables and their impact on marital
status is summarized in the literature presented. More precisely the

theoretical framework of this section merely highlights the main
features of the relationships between demographic, socio-economic and

cultural variables and the underlying, environmental factors on
marital dissolution.

Thus, the model (conceptual Tfunctional model) presumes the
interaction of the variables (socio-economic, cultural, demographic
and environmental factors) to influence marital dissolution. Howev-
er, some of these variables could have direct impact on marriage as

demonstrated in the functional model.
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CHAPTER THREE

3.0 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.1 INTRODUCTION

In this section, the secondary data sources used for the study,
and the methods of data analysis for estimating, the correlates of
mar ital dissolution; its rates, levels and pattern are discussed.
3.2 DATA SOURCES

The source of the data used in this study is the Kenya Fertility
Survey (K.F.S) 1977/78 which 1is part of the National Demographic
Survey (N.D.S). The main aim of the survey was to collect informa-
tion on fertility levels and trends in Kenya and to investigate the
differing patterns and determinants of fertility amongst Kenya’s
heterogeneous population. It also gives a comprehensive demographic
data which can be used for socio-economic and demographic planning
and policy making purposes.
3.3 SAMPLING FRAME

This data was collected out as a component of the National
Integrated Sample Survey Programme (N.I1.S.S_.P) and was stratified by
provinces which were covered in three phases to ensure optimal super-
vision and control of the survey operations.

Individual questionnaire were designed and conducted to collect
detailed information on the background of the respondent in terms of:

a) Age

b) Ethnicity

(0)) Religion

d) Work Status and pattern of work

e) Contraceptive use (Family Planning)
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1)) Education

Q) Place of Residence

h) Maternity History and

)] Marital Status

The interview was targeted for 10,000 women of ages between 15
and 50 years of old. The coverage of the sample excluded the whole
of North Eastern Province, the districts of Marsabit and Isiolo in
the Eastern Province and districts of Turkana and Samburu in the Rift
Valley Province. It is iImportant to note that, the regions which
were left out are large in terms of areas but had only about five
percent of the toial population of Kenya.

The Kenya Fertility Surveys Sample Frame was a complete listing
of households carried out as part of the National Demographic Survey
(N.D.S) 1in January and February 1977. This survey adopted a
stratified multi-stage cluster design sampling procedure.

In the rural areas 64 administrative locations served as the
primary sampling units and in the urban areas 80 primary sampling
units were chosen. These selected primary units covered one percent
and two percent of the rural and urban populations respectively.

In the case of the rural areas a two-area stage sampling proce-
dure was adopted, where after stratification by province and geologi-
cal or crop zone, a sample of primary sampling units was selected
with probability proportional to the estimated population size. Each
of the selected primary sampling units was First divided into smaller
manageable segments called chunks. On the average about ten chunks
were Tformed from each selected units and two chunks were then

selected from each primary sampling units with probability
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proportional to the chunk’s population size expressed in terms of
expected numbers of clusters.
For the urban areas a single-area single sample procedure was

used where about 80 urban clusters were selected out of which 53 were

in Nairobi and Mombasa. Urban areas were stratified on the strength
of economic - zone, and homogeneity iIn terms of household income
levels.

3.4 THE TARGET POPULATION

This consist ;; ;II the people (women) who married and were
still in marriage life and the ones whose marital status changed to
divorced or separated or widowed.

The survey involved a total of 10,763 households of which 1187
were found to be vacant, that is, unoccupied for the duration of the
field work in the area. Hence this gave an affective sample of 9576
households of Whiﬁh 8,891 or (92.8 percent) were successfully enumer-
ated. P

A total of 8,452 women aged 15 to 50 years who had slept in the
household on the previous night were identified in the 8,891 success-
fully enumerated households, giving a ratio of 0.95 eligible women
per household of which 8,100 or 95.8 percent were interviewed.

The major cause of non-response was failure to find the women at
home, a problem understandably more common in urban areas especially,
Nairobi. The product of the household response rate was 95.8 percent
and that of eligible women response rate was 88.9 percent. Hence the

achieved sample cannot be seriously biased by the problem of

selective non-response (C.B.S, First K.F.S Report, 1980).

59



3.5 QUALITY OF DATA

The Kenya Fertility Survey sample design and the actual data
collection emphasized high quality and reliable data gathering. The
measures which were undertaken to achieve these include; the selec-
tion of the sample that was adequately representative and administra-
tively manageable; the use of a multi-stage probability sampling
technique; accurate heaping of the households; and the use of high
quality personnel (Central Bureau of Statistics; K.F.S First Report,
1980).

Although alot of complex statistical procedures were undertaken
to ensure high quality data was collected, a few short-comings of
K.F.S data should be noted.

A comparison of the K.F.S data and the model population derived
from the N.D.S of 1977, revealed underreporting of children aged 0-4
years, girls aged 15-19 years, women aged 30-34 and 50-59 years.
Overreporting was also noted on children aged 10-14 years (C.B.S,
K.F.S, first report, 1980).

Regarding the intermediate age groups, the data exhibit age
heaping in the groups 25-29 and in particular at age 25 with corre-
sponding short falls of women iIn adjacent age groups. However, the
fertility data revealed no major distortions, and therefore this form
of error does not appear to be serious as it does not affect the
problem under investigation.

A general problem of under coverage was also revealed by the
comparison of the listed and the expected population of the selected
clusters. It was found that the drawn sample fell short of the

expected sample size by about 20 percent. But this was attributed to
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poor implementation. A recheck of the suspected clusters was carried
out and corrective measures were undertaken (C.B.S, K.F.S first
report, 1980).

Also, one major shortcoming of the survey data is an apparent
shifting of women out of the age range 15 to 50 years with consequent
age heaping at age groups 10-14 and 15-54.

The weighting of the sample data was based on; probabilities of
household selection for each cluster; differential of the population
by the sample frame; and non- response. The steps in computing
household weights are expressed vividly in the first report (K.F.S
Report 1980).

In neither of the studies which has used this survey (Angawa,
1988, for example) nor in this one has data quality been found to be
a major problem. But notable limitations which are not very serious
can be highlightedﬂ ¢

©O) age heaping appears in the age distribution, but none of
the findings are based on small enough differences for this to be a
factor.

(i) The possibility exists that dissolved marriages are under-
reported, but if this has occurred it has not generated suspect age-
specific marriage rates. The pattern of age at Ffirst marriage in
Kenya, 1is of stable or decreasing ages at marriage and equal or
higher proportions ultimately marrying among elder cohorts (Angawa,
1988). It is also reasonable that the proportions widowed accelerate
with duration of marriage.

Thus, the implications of the error being within the K.F.S may

not be serious. This could be due to; firstly the errors being
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common to all age groups should not distort relative dissolution
rates. However, they may affect the absolute levels. Secondly it is

reasonable to suppose that dates of dissolutions would share some of

the bias present in reported dates of marriage. If so, the bias
reduces from a first order to a second order problem. Owing to the
small number of marriages that are dissolved, the life tables

rates will be more sensitive to errors in the estimated intervals
from marriage to dissolution than to errors in the intervals from
marriage to interview.

3.6 MODELS OF ANALYSIS

3.6.1 THE LIFE TABLE MODEL

The life tables show event rates at fixed durations of exposure.
For example, the population of women marrying by age 15, 20 or 25;
the proportion ever-married among 15-19 or 20-24; the proportion
surviving durations 0-5 years or 0-1 years etc. These rates are got
by manipulating specific events (status) and specific time (age or
duration) for example.

As a general rule, life tables will be appropriate when dura-
tions of exposure are central to whether the events being studied
have occurred; when the durations are measurable; and when the events
themselves are simple and unambiguous. Also, life table analysis Iis
made easier If single and not repeated events are at issue (Smith,
,1980) .

(i) APPLICATION OF LIFE TABLE MODEL TO MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION

It is important to note from the onset that, the life tables
calculated from this data combine the experiences of one or more

cohorts of women, followed from an iInitial event to a later termina-
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cion or interview. The rates found will be decrement rates in that
they measure the duration to a single event.

This methodology (Life table technique) allow for incremental
and cumulative dissolution to be found for various durations since
the start of marriage. Thus proportions of marriage that end within
one year or more years for women born in different years (birth
cohort) or belonging to different marriage cohorts can be compared
(Smith, 1981). The steps in the construction of Marriages Dissolu-
tion Life tables are given (Appendix (i))-

3.6.2 REGRESSION MODEL

This model 1is a statistical tool used in studies which needs
inferences to be made about how changes in one or more independent
variables are related to changes in the dependent variable.

It is a model concerned with the study of the dependence of one
variable, the dependent variable, on one hand and the explanatory
variables on the other hand with a view of estimating and/or predict-
ing the population mean or average value of the former in terms of
the known or fixed (in repeated sampling) values of the Ilatter
(Gujaratti, 1976).

The basic types of the model are then categorized as follows:

(i) Simple and
(ii) Multiple

Hence the former deals with only two variables; the dependent

and the independent and the later takes into account two or more

independent variables.
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(i) THE MULTIPLE LINEAR REGRESSION MODEL

It is an extension of the simple linear regression model. It is
most appropriate for demographic studies because in demographic
studies more than one explanatory variable is involved. For example,
since dissolution rates are high at some marriage durations than
others and factors associated with dissolution may also change,
sampling survival probabilities over a series of intervals will

usually provide more information than sampling only once. So in
place of single regression we separately regress a series of func-
tions. When this is the case, the simple linear regression model
becomes obsolete, hence insufficient to handle a variety of varia-
bles.

In this model a group of interrelated variables have been con-
sidered inorder to explain fully the availability or differences in
the dependent variable.

Thus the general model can be expressed as follows:

= T(AI>

A linear expression of the general form model can be shown as:

A non-linear expression of the general form model can also be shown

as:

where:
= duration dependent proportions (or probabilities)
surviving from period O to period n (i.e duration

dependent risk).



7~
1

proportions or probabilities based on covariates
(regressor variables) derived from life tables which

have previously been constructed.

oo = constant term explaining the average effect of
variables not explicitly included in the
regression equation.

«q = regression coefficients

ei = Stochastic error term.

Note: ThgA §s in the equation are:
(i) Age at first marriage
(ii) Education levels
(iii) Religion
1H

(iv) Ethnicity

(v) Place of Residence
(vi) Pattern of work.

Thus, in constructing the regression equa
that all variables, that is, criterion and p
jointly follow a multivariate normal distribution
follow a multivariate normal distribution exactly for this s
statistical assumption which facilitates prediction.

The commonly used model in the prediction is inappropriate for
handling the relationship among variables, like in this case, where
variables involved do not conform to a multivariate normal function.
The assumption of multivariate normal density function implies lin-
earity in the parameter (the homogeneity of the error variance) and
the additivity of effect, that is, the independent variable employed

is a constant function of the remaining variables of the system.
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So, whenever there is a regression of the criterion upon more
predictors; this condition of additivity is not always met, and this
automatically render, the use of the linear regression model strictly
inappropriate. The methods which are appropriate in handling such
cases, Involves the introduction of estimable interaction terms in
the regression, whereby the criterion is expressed as a polynomial
function iIn the predictors.

Thus the basic principles underlying the successful application
or usage of this model is the underlying assumptions of the
regression modelﬁ ldeally these assumptions cannot always
be satisfactorily achieved. For example, these assumptions are
assumed to have been as far as possible accommodated in the probable
solutions to limitations of multiple regression models (e.g
Multicollinearityt probabilities outside the acceptable 0-1 interval

I
etc).
(ii) RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN REGRESSION MODEL AND LIFE
TABLE MODEL

The relatively small numbers of dissolved marriages 1in the
sample (Kenya Fertility Survey) do not permit highly detailed break-
downs of dissolution rates by the life table method. Using linear
models, it is possible to carry the analysis somewhat further.

Regression model therefore is an extension over the life table
technique which relies majorly on bivariate analysis whereas the
regression model gives spontaneous multivariate relationships and the

strength of each variable in explaining the proportions on different

cohorts.
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3.6.3 ESTIMATION METHOD: STEPWISE SELECTION PROCEDURE

In many empirical studies, researchers hypothesize, a number of
causal influences on the variance in a dependent variable. Some of
these may be valid and others not. These regression analysis are
aimed at identifying variables, isolating in particular those which
have critical causal effects (in statistical sense) and should be
retained in an equation required either to describe the variance or
to predict other values of Xq .

With more independent variables, stepwise procedures are

; C
useful aids to screening out unnecessary variables. This is because
the use of large number of independent variables will probably intro-
duce problems of collinearity. Collinearity is responsible for
instability iIn the regression coefficients and the t-values for the
relevant variables and slight alterations in the correlations among
independent variables can produce large changes in the former parame-
ters (Hauser, 1974).

As collinearity increases, so the t-values become more variable.
Thus the method was used in this research to determine an optimal
combination of independent variables with the thoroughness '"of all
possible regressions'. Here the independent variables were examined
at each stage to identify any that have become superfluous following
the introduction of subsequent items or to permit use of previously
rejected variables. In so doing, stepwise regression takes particular
note of the problem of multicollinearity.

But, the method is nonetheless not foolproof, and the researcher
(Demographer) should be aware of the creation of models (notably when

there are, a large number of variables) that, while being
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statistically sound do not stand up to demographic and theoretical
scrutiny.

Thus the selection should be based on firmly theoretical and
deductive measures such as F-ratios. When this is the case, the
argument for some form of deductive or theoretical framework for the
study is strengthened, since without it a sensible interpretation of
the results and correct selection becomes hazardous (appendix ii).

3.7 CONCLUSION
[ |

From the techniques of analysis already discussed, its hoped
that successful execution of the problem understudy will be achieved.
This could be because, the demographic statistics and quality of the
sample survey data used was found to posses less response errors due
to effectiveness of sample methodology. At the same time, the analy-
sis was intended an_d could help further in reducing response errors
if any. But its iﬁportant to note that, errors associated with

|
socio-economic and situational variables are normally difficult to
detect and correct. Nevertheless its hoped that, such errors were

limited only to response errors and were negligible due to the large

population of the respondents under study.
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CHAPTER 4
4.0 LIFE TABLE ANALYSIS OF MARITAL DISSOLUTION
4. 1 INTRODUCTION

Marriage may be considered as the "birth” of a couple, with the
event of dissolution studied as a function of the 'age" of the union,
that is, its marital duration.

As with death or mortality dissolution is inevitable, and can
occur only once for any particular union. Thus, the sole topic of
interest is the tempo of the process, since the quantum, given
sufficient time coverage is fTixed for a marriage cohort at 100 per
cent.

So, as with mortality, there is an early peak in the probability
of dissolution, associated with difficulties of accommodating to a
foreign environment (either region or institution), and an eventual
rapid rise in the later years depending on the type or cause of
dissolution. That is, divorce or separation risks, are high iIn the
early years of marriage and age, whereas widowhood risks are high in
the latter or older years and ages. Thus the problem, as with the
cause of death is one of competing risks.

Therefore, marriage dissolution probabilities (divorce, separa-
tion and widowhood) by duration of marriage are used to compute
duration - specific - marriage dissolution tables. Such a table
represents duration of marriage in single years. The starting
columns in the duration - of marriage tables refer to the number of
marriages dissolved during the year by divorce or separation or

widowhood per 1000 marriages existing at the beginning of the year of
reference (duration).
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The number of marriages dissolved by divorce or separation or
widowhood distributed according to the duration of marriage respec-
tively, are the required inputs for constructing the table.

So, just like the mortality tables reflects the course of mor-
tality, nuptiality tables also describes the course of marriage of a
population of which dissolution table(s) is an example, (see appendix
i).

Therefore, though, much emphasis has been placed on the need for
analyzing the marriage habits of a population, a systematic construc-
tion and analysis of marriage dissolution for Kenya using any data
source has not aét;;cted much attentions so far. This, along with
other works on nuptiality, would add to a further advancement in the
study of nuptiality in Kenya. Thus the methodological analogue
appropriate to the study of marital dissolution hitherto adopted.

4.2 MARITAL DISSOLUTION BY DIVORCE OR SEPARATION OR MORTALITY

(WIDOWHOOD) .

ia

The subject of marital dissolution is of considerable importance
to the subject of marital formation. It is important, therefore, to
recognize the extent to which the pattern of dissolution from divorce
or separation or widowhood as a function of marital duration repre-
sents an amalgam of duration - specific - probabilities of the above
processes oOr causes.

The above discussion of the marriage market proceed on the
implicit assumption that all marriages were first marriages for both
spouses. But we should not forget that, the market contains a sub-

stantial proportion of individuals whose marriages are a first mar-

riage for one spouse but a remarriage TfTor the other.
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Marital dissolution provides the opportunity for the surviving
spouse to participate iIn another union in which the other partner may
be marrying for the first time. Thus the hypotheses concerning the
determinant’s of marital dissolution may follow either a cohort or a
period orientation. But, this study takes into account period ef-
fects.

A close look at marriage dissolution tables over different
regions and by diff(_ere_ntials, with a close comparison with the na-
tional overviews mayl, tlherefore, help to determine:

(i) The extent to which probabilities of marriage dissolution
and hence marriage dissolution rates vary over regions and by region-
al (variables) differentials.

So, attempt has therefore been made in this chapter to present
and discuss marriage dissolution tables for regions and by their
differentials. Pl_ease, note that these are going to be looked at by
taking into accour:ttthe national background variables.

The Kenya Fertility Survey report (K.F.S), 1980 exposes remarka-
ble decreases of first marriages, ""—————— "The proportions of these
marriages that were still intact fell steadily from 90% for those
married in the last 5 years to 79% for those married between 25 and
29 years ago e . The major cause of this decline in the
proportion of couples still married was found to be an increase in
proportion of firstl marriages terminated by death of their husbands.
In contrast, the proportion of first marriages which ended in divorce

i1
or separation show no regular increases with the number of years

since Tfirst marriages. These observed findings therefore, suggest

that marital dissolutions are concentrated on the early stages of
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marriage (C.B.S, First Country Report, K.F.S, 1980).
4_.2.1 ANALYSIS OF MARITAL DISSOLUTION

To show that marriage dissolution rates differ and what
brings about these differences, dissolution rates (proportion of
marriages dissolved by duration) at national and later regional
levels by background variables (education, pattern of work; age at
first marriage; religion; ethnicity; place of residence) are provided
together with graphs for visual comparisons and explanations. The
proportions reprelsernted in the graphs have been shown only for the
selected background variables, the choice being made so as to exhibit

maximum qualification of these factors as good explanatory variables

of marital dissolution.
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Table 1. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY
DURATION OF MARRIAGE. (NATIONAL VALUES)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.034 0.034 0.034
1-2 0.023 0.022 0.060
2-3 0.018 0.017 0.073
3-4 0.016 0.015 0.088
4-5 0-0L? 0.012 0.099
5-6 0.014 0.013 0. 112
6-7 0.013 0.012 0. 124
7-8 0.010 0.009 0. 133
8-9 0.01% 0.010 0. 143
9-10 0-00; 0.008 0. 151
10-11 0.009 0.007 0. 160
11-12 0.009 0.007 0. 170
12-13 0.006 0.005 0. 171
13-14 0.009 0.008 0.180
14-15 0.011 0.009 0. 190
15-16 0.003 0.003 0. 190
16-17 0.009 0.007 0.200
17-18 0.010 0.008 0.210
18-19 0.007 0.005 0.210
19-20 0.008 0.006 0.220
20-21 0.013 0.010 0.230
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Table 2. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
FOR DIFFERENTIAL-EDUCATION (NO-EDUCATION)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.035 0.035 0.035
1-2 0.026 0.030 0.060
2-3 0.019 0.020 0.080
3-4 0.016 0.020 0. 100
*

4-5 0.011 j 0.01 0. 110
5-6 0.016 0.01 0. 120
6-7 0.014 0.01 0. 130
7-8 0.010 0.01 0. 140
8-9 0.015 0.01 0. 150
9-10 0.011 0.01 0. 160
10-11 0.009 0.01 0. 170
11-12 0.010 0.01 0. 180
12-13 0.008 0.01 0. 190
13-14 0.008 0.01 0.200
14-15 0.013 0.01 0.210
15-16 0.005 0.004 0.210
16-17 0.008 0.01 0.220
17-18 0.016 0.01 0.230
18-19 0.011 0.01 0.240
19-20 0.014 0.01 0.250
20-21 0.030 0.02 0.270
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Table 3. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
FOR DIFFERENTIAL-EDUCATION (1-4YRS)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.040 0.040 0.040
1-2 0.021 0.02 0.060
2-3 0.019 0.02 0.080
3-4 0.017 0.02 0. 100
4-5 0.016 0.02 0. 120
5-6 0.011 0.01 0. 130
6-7 0-;13 0.011 0.140
7-S 0.013 0.01 0. 150
8-9 0.006 0.01 0. 160
9-10 0.008 0.01 0. 170
10-11 0.007 0.01 0. 180
11-12 0.010 0.01 0. 190
1i 1

12-13 0.004 0.004 0. 190
13-14 0.022 0.02 0.210
14-15 0.014 0.01 0.220
15-16 0.00 0.010 0.220
16-17 0.012 0.01 0.230
17-18 0.005 0.004 0.230
18-19 0.006 0.01 0.240
19-20 0.009 0.01 0.250
20-21 0.013 0.01 0.260
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Table 4. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
FOR DIFFERENTIAL-EDUCATION (5-8 YRS)

DURATION  CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE

OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+Nn ngx ndx nDx

0-1 0.031 0.031 0.031
1-2 0.017 0.020 0.050
2-3 0.017 0.02 0.070
3-4 0.018 0.02 0.090
4-5 0.016 0.02 0.110
5-6 0.015 0.01 0. 120
6-7 0.0162 0.01 0. 130
7-8 0.010 0.01 0. 140
8- 0.014 0.01 0. 150
9-10 0.011 0.01 0. 160
10-11 0.022 0.02 0. 180
11-12 0.016 0.01 0. 190
12-13 0.015 0.01 0.20

13-14 0.024 0.02 0.220
14-15 0.02 0.02 0.240
15-16 0.04 0.03 0.270
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Table 5. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
FOR DIFFERENTIAL-EDUCATION (SEC+)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE

OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.012 0.012 0.012
1-2 0.028 0.03 0.04
2-3 0.004 0.004 0.04
3-4 0.011 0.011 0.05

ol 0.013 0.010 0.06
5-6 0.009 0.010 0.07
6-7 0.024 0.02 0.09
8 0.015 0.01 0.10
8-9 0.019 0.02 0. 120
9-10 0.019 0.02 0. 14

J
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Table 6. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
FOR DIFFERENTIAL-DIFFERENTIAL-AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE (<15)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.044 0.044 0.044
1-2 0.036 0.03 0.08
2-3 0.027 0.03 0.110
3-4 0.021 0.02 0. 13
4-5 0.013 0.01 0. 14
5-6 0.014 0.01 0. 15
6-7 0.012 0.01 0.16
7-8 0.018 0.02 0.18
* 4
8-9 0.012 0.01 0. 19
9-10 0.007 0.01 0.20
10-11 0.009 0.01 0.21
11-12 0.011 0.01 0.22
12-13 0.011 0.01 0.23
13-14 0.012 0.01 0.24
14-15 0.009 0.01 0.25
15-16 0.005 0.004 0.25
16-17 0.015 0.01 0.26
17-18 0.014 0.01 0.27
18-19 0.017 0.01 0.28
19-20 0.010 0.10 0.35
20-21 0.018 0.01 0.36
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Table 7. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
FOR DIFFERENTIAL-DIFFERENTIAL-AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE (15-19)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF

EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.032 0.032 0.032
1-2 0.21 0.20 0.05
2-3 0.016 0.02 0.07
3-4 0.017 0.02 0.09
4-5 0.012 0.01 0.10
5-6 0.014 0.01 o.11
6-7 0.015 0.01 0.12
7-8 0.008 0.02 0. 13
8-9 0.014 0.01 0. 14
9-10 0.014 0.01 0. 15
10-11 0.009 0.01 0.16
11-12 0.009 0.01 0.17
12-13 0.004 0.003 0. 17
13-14 0.014 0.01 0.18
14-15 0.014 0.01 0. 19
15-16 0.001 0.0001 0. 19
16-17 0.012 0.01 0.20
17-18 0.014 0.01 0.21
18-19 0.007 0.01 0.22
19-20 0.018 0.01 0.23
20-21 0.025 0.02 0.25
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Table 8. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
FOR DIFFERENTIAL-DIFFERENTIAL-AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE (20-24)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.032 0.032 0.032
1-2 0.017 0.02 0.05
2-3 0.013 0.01 0.06
34 0.009 0.01 0.07
4-5 0-013j 0.01 0.08
5-6 0.018 0.02 0.10
6-7 0.010 0.01 o.11
7-8 0.009 0.01 0.12
8-9 0.010 0.01 0. 13
9-10 0.005 0.04 0. 13
10-11 0.016 0.01 0. 13
11-12 0.011 0.01 0. 14
12-13 0.009 0.01 0. 15
13-14 0.003 0.002 0.16
14-15 0.021 0.01 0. 17
15-16 0.015 0.01 0.18
16-17 0.006 0.01 0.19
17-18 0.015 0.01 0.20
18-19 0.021 0.02 0.22
19-20 0.015 0.01 0.23
20-21 0.083 0.01 0.29
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Table 9. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
FOR DIFFERENTIAL - AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE (25-29)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULAT IVE
OF PROBABILITY OF  PROBABILITY OF  PROBABILITY OF

EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUT
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.013 0.013 0.013
1-2 0.022 0.02 0.04
2.3 0.023 0.02 0.06
3-4 0.018 0.02 0.08
4-5 0.027 0.03 0.1
5-6 0.016 0.01 0.12
6-7 0.034 0.03 0. 15
7-8 0.000 0.000 0. 15
8-9 o:ofh 0.01 0.16
9-10 0.00 0.000 0.16
10-11 0.00 0.00 0.16
11-12 0.00 0.00 0.16
12-13 0.043 0.04 0.20
13-14 0.00 0.00 0.20
14-15 0.033 0.03 0.23
15-16 0.00 0.00 0.23
16-17 0. 143 0.10 0.34
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Table 10. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
FOR DIFFERENTIAL - AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE (30+)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF

EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.037 0.037 0.037
1-2 0.042 0.04 0.08
2-3 0.044 0.04 0.12
3-4 0.05 oo 0.16
4-5 0.05 0.04 0.20
6-7 0.00 0.00 0.20
7-8 0.20 0.20 0.36
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Table 11. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
FOR DIFFERENTIAL - ETHNICITY (KALENJIN)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+Nn ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.007 0.007 0.007
1-2 0.005 0.010 0.012
2-3 0.016 0.020 0.030
3-4 0.003 0.003 0.030
4-5 0.006 0.010 0.040
5-6 0.014 0.010 0.050
6-7 0.011 0.010 0.060
7-& 0.012 0.010 0.070
8-9 0.005 0.010 0.080
9-10 0.010 0.010 0.090
10-11 0.006 0.010 0 .100
11-12 0.006 0.010 0. no
i1
12-13 0.007 0.010 0.120
1t

13-14 0.015 0.010 0. 130
14-15 0.008 0.010 0. 140
15-16 0.000 0.000 0. 140
16-17 0.009 0.010 0. 150
17-18 0.011 0.010 0 .160
18-19 0.013 0.010 0. 170
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Table 12. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
FOR DIFFERENTIAL - ETHNICITY (KAMBA)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE

OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.075 0.075 0.075
1-2 0.042 0.040 0.110
2-3 0.024 0.020 0.130
3-4 0.023 0.020 0.150

4 1

4-5 0.025 0.020 0.170
5-6 0.025 0.020 0.190
6-7 0.015 0.010 0.20
7-8 0.014 0.010 0.210
8-9 0.018 0.010 0.220
9-10 0.010 0.10 0.300
10-11 0.008 0.010 0.310
11-12 0.024 0.020 0.330
12-13 0.010 0.10 0.40
13-14 0.032 0.020 0.42
14-15 0.000 0.000 0.420
15-16 0.000 0.000 0.420
16-17 0.008 0.010 0.430
17-18 0.011 0.10 0.440
18-19 0.015 0.010 0.450
19-20 0.070 0.040 0.490
20-21 0. 130 0.10 0. 560
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Table 13. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
FOR DIFFERENTIAL - ETHNICITY (KIKUYU)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIV
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTH
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.025 0 .025 0 .025
1-2 0 .015 0.02 0 .040
2-3 0.016 0.02 0 .060
3-4 0.013 0.01 0.070
4-5 0 ;009 0.01 0.080
5-6 0.014 0.01 0 .090
6-7 0.016 0.02 0.no
7-8 0.012 0.01 0.120
8-9 0 .012 0.01 0.130
9-10 0 .004 0 .003 0.130
10-11 0.012 0.01 0.140
11-12 0 .010 0.01 0.230
12-13 0 .007 0.01 0.240
13-14 0.014 0.01 0.250
14-15 0 .024 0.02 0.270
15-16 0 .003 0 .002 0.270
16-17 0 .021 0.02 0.290
17-18 0 .009 0.010 0 .300
18-19 0 .029 0.02 0.320
19-20 0 .022 0.02 0 .340
20-21 0 .042 0.030 0.380
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Table 14. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
FOR DIFFERENTIAL - ETHNICITY (KISH)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X ,X+n ngx ndx nDXx
0-1 0.029 0.029 0.029
1-2 0.009 0.01 0.040
2-3 0.007 0.01 0.050
3-4 0.021 0.020 0.070
4-5 0-0{; 0.010 0.080
5-6 0.012 0.010 0.090
6-7 0.009 0.010 0.100
7-8 0.005 0.010 0.110
8-9 0.000 0.000 0.110
9-10 0.016 0.010 0.120
10-11 0.006 0.010 0. 130
11-12 0.013 0.010 0. 140
12-13 0.008 0.010 0. 150
13-14 0.009 0.010 0 .160
14-15 0.000 0.000 0 .160
15-16 0.010 0.010 0. 170
16-17 0.000 0.000 0. 170
17-18 0.014 0.010 0.180
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Table 15. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
FOR DIFFERENTIAL - ETHNICITY (LUHYA)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.045 0.045 0.045
1-2 0.038 0.02 0.100
2-3 0.026 0.02 0.120
3-A 0.024 0.02 0. 140
4-5 01018 0.01 0.150
5-6 0.009 0.01 0.160
6-7 0.012 0.01 0. 170
7-8 0.009 0.01 0.180
8-9 0.012 0.01 0. 190
9-10 0:0;2 0.010 0.200
10-11 0.05% 0.01 0.210
11-12 0.007 0.011 0.210
11
12-13 0.004 0.003 0.210
13-14 0.013 0.010 0.210
14-15 0.000 0.000 0.220
15-16 0.017 0.010 0.230
16-17 0-0ﬁ% 0.010 0.240
17-18 0:035 0.030 0.270
18-19 0.012 0.010 0.280
19-20 0.033 0.02 0.300
20-21 0.028 0.02 0.320
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Table 16. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
FOR DIFFERENTIAL - ETHNICITY (LUO)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx nadx nDx
0-1 0.024 0.024 0.024
1-2 0.014 0.01 0.040
2-3 0.011 0.01 0.050
3-4 0.012 0.01 0.060
11
4-5 0.005 0.01 0.070
5-6 0.016 0.02 0.090
6-7 0.015 0.01 0.010
—8 0.013 0.01 0. no
8-9 0.007 0.01 0.120
9-10 0.006 0.01 0. 130
10-11 0.004 0.004 0. 130
11-12 0.002 0.002 0. 130
12-13 0.014 0.01 0. 140
t1
13-14 0.000 0.000 0. 140
14-15 0.017 0.02 0 .160
15-16 0.003 0.0003 0 .160
16-17 0.014 0.01 0. 170
17-18 0.017 0.01 0.180
18-19 0.000 0.000 0.180
19-20 0.000 0.000 0.180
20-21 0.036 0.03 0.210
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Table 17. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
FOR DIFFERENTIAL — ETHNICITY (MERU-:EMBU)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+Nn ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0 .027 0,027 0,027
1-2 0 .009 0,01 0,040
2-3 0 .019 0 .02 0 .040
3-4 0.01 0 .01 0 .070
4-5 0 .007 0,01 0,080
5-6 0 .004 0,004 0,080
6-7 0.012 0.01 0,090
7-8 0 .009 0.01 0,100
8-9 0 -005 0.01 0-no
9-10 0 ,009 0,01 0,120
10-11 0 .016 0.01 0 -130
11-12 0,000 0 -000 0 .130
12-13 0 ,000 0 .000 0 .130
13-14 0,007 0.01 0 .140
14-15 0,008 0.01 0 .150
15-16 0 -000 0 .000 0 .150
16-17 0 .01 0.01 0 .160
17-18 0,012 0 .01 0.170
18-19 0 .00 0.01 0.180
19-20 0 .019 0.02 0.190
20-21 0 .026 0 .02 0.210
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Table 18. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
FOR DIFFERENTIAL - ETHNICITY (MIJIKENDA)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.035 0.035 0.035
1-2 0.065 0.06 0.100
2-3 0.036 0.03 0. 130
3-4 0.032 0.03 0.160
4-5 0.039 0.03 0.190
5-6 0.019 0.02 0.210
"1
6-7 0.027 0.02 0.230
7-8 0.012 0.01 0.240
8-9 0.045 0.03 0.27
9-10 0.045 0.03 0.300
10-11 0.009 0.01 0.310
11-12 0.032 0.02 0.330
i
12-13 0.00 0.00 0.330
it -
13-14 0.015 0.01 0.340
14-15 0.018 0.01 0.350
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Table 19. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
FOR DIFFERENTIAL - ETHNICITY (OTHERS)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE

OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.03 0.030 0.030
1-2 0.024 0.02 0.050
2-3 0.013 0.01 0.060
3-4 0.018 0.02 0.080
4-5 0.014 0.010 0.090
5-6 0.016 0.02 0. no
6-7 0.012 0.01 0.120
7-8 0.006 0.01 0. 130
8-9 0 o2 0.04 0. 170
9-10 0.008 0.01 0.180
10-11 0.018 0.02 0.020
11-12 0.021 0.02 0.220

i 1.

12-13 0.000 0.000 0.220
13-14 0.000 0.000 0.220
14-15 0.048 0.04 0.260
15-16 0.0SB 0.000 0.260
16-17 0.000 0.000 0.260
17-18 0.024 0.02 0.280
18-19 0.042 0.03 0.310
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Table 20. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
FOR DIFFERENTIAL - PATTERN OF WORK (NOW AND BEFORE)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF

EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+Nn ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.017 0.017 0.017
1-2 0.018 0.02 0.04
2-3 0.021 0.02 0.060
3-A 0.039 0.04 0.100

13
4-5 0.036 0.03 0. 130
5-6 0.020 0.02 0. 150
6-7 0.012 0.01 0 .160
7-8 0.014 0.01 0. 170
8-9 0.016 0.01 0.180
9-10 0.019 0.02 0.200
10-11 0.072 0.06 0.260
11-12 0.036 0.03 0.290

i"3
12-13 0.00 0.00 0.290
13-14 0.00 0.00 0.290
14-15 0.20 0. 140 0.430

)

92



Table 21. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
FOR DIFFERENTIAL - PATTERN OF WORK (NOW NOT BEFORE)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.061 0.061 0.061
1-2 0.07 0.07 0. 130
2-3 0.033 0.03 0.160
3-4 0.027 0.02 0.180
im
4-5 0.049 0.04 0.220
5-6 0.062 0.05 0.270
6-7 0.054 0.04 0.310
8 0.058 0.04 0.350
8-9 0.073 0.05 0.400
9-10 0.053 0.03 0.430
1
10-11 0.077 0.04 0.470
11-12 0.054 0.03 0. 500
i/\
12-13 0.000 0.00 0. 500
13-14 0.182 0 .100 0.590
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Table 22. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
FOR DIFFERENTIAL-PATTERN OF WORK (SINCE AND BEFORE)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+Nn ngx nadx nDx
0-1 0.053 0.053 0.053
1-2 0.024 0.02 0.080
2-3 0.000 0.00 0.080
3-4 0.014 0.01 0.090
1A
4-5 1 .0.063 0.06 0. 150
5-6 10.035 0.03 0.180
6-7 0.021 0.02 0.200
7-8 0.000 0.00 0.200
8-9 0.049 0.04 0.240
9-10 0.027 0.02 0.260
10-11 0.000 0.00 0.260
11-12 0.033 0.02 0.280
12-13 0.039 0.03 0.310
13-14 0.053 0.04 0.350
)



Table 23. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
FOR DIFFERENTIAL-PATTERN OF WORK (SINCE NOT BEFORE)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+Nn ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.077 0.077 0.077
1-2 0.037 0.03 0.110
2-3 0.019 0.02 0. 130
3-4 0.049 0.04 0. 170
134
4-5 1 <0.027 0.02 0. 190
5-6 0.019 0.02 0.210
6-7 0.030 0.02 0.230
7-8 0.022 0.02 0.250
8-9 0.006 0.01 0.260
9-10 0.020 0.02 0.280
10-11 0.022 0.02 0.300
11-12 0.025 0.02 0.320
12-13 0.000 0.00 0.320
13-14 0.022 0.02 0.340
14-15 0.026 0.02 0.360
15-16 0.000 0.00 0.360
16-17 0.000 0.00 0.360
17-18 0.080 0.10 0.410
)
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Table 24. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
FOR DIFFERENTIAL-PATTERN OF WORK (BEFORE ONLY)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.04 0 .040 0 .040
1-2 0 .02 0 .02 0 .06
2-3 0 .02 0 .02 0.08
3-4 0 .02 0 .02 0.10
4-5 0.010 0.01 0.no
5-6 0.018 0,02 0. 130
6-7 0 .009 0,01 0.140
7-8 0 .00 0,00 0 .140
8-9 0,008 0,01 0.150
9-10 0,014 0.01 0.160
10-11 0,011 0,01 0.170
11-12 0 ,006 0,01 0.180
12-13 0 ,000 0,00 0.180
13-14 0,009 0,01 0.190
14-15 0,038 0,03 0 .220
15-16 0,00 0,00 0 .220
16-17 0,025 0,02 0.240
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Table 25. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
FOR DIFFERENTIAL PATTERN OF WORK (NEVER WORKED)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X ,X+N ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.029 0.029 0.029
1-2 0.02 0.020 0.05
2-3 0.017 0.02 0.07
3-A 0.012 0.01 0.08
4-5 0.008 0.01 0.09
5-6 0.011 0.01 0.100
6-7 0.011 0.01 0.110
7-8 0.009 0.01 0.120
8-9 0.011 0.01 0. 130
9-10 0.017 0.01 0. 140
10-11 0.006 0.01 0. 150
11-12 0.008 0.01 0.160
12-13 0.008 0.01 0. 170
13-14 0.009 0.01 0.180
14-15 0.009 0.01 0. 190
15-16 0.002 0.002 0. 190
16-17 0.009 0.01 0.200
17-18 0.012 0.01 0.210
18-19 0.010 0.01 0.22
19-20 0.011 0.01 0.23
20-21 0.018 0.01 0.024
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Table 26. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
FOR FOR DIFFERENTIAL - RELIGION (CATHOLIC)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.030 0.030 0.030
1-2 0.021 0.020 0.050
2-3 0.016 0.020 0.070
3-4 0.015 0.010 0.080
4-5 0.008 0.010 0.090
5-6 0.015 0.010 0 .100
6-7 0.014 0.010 0.110
7-8 0.013 0.010 0.120
8-9 0.010 0.010 0.130
9-10 0.007 0.010 0. 140
10-11 0.10 0.010 0. 150
11-12 0.005 0.004 0. 150
12-13 0.009 0.010 0.160
13-14 0.013 0.010 0.170
14-15 0.018 0.020 0.190
15-16 0.000 0.000 0. 190
16-17 0.019 0.004 0.1900
17-18 0.022 0.020 0.210
18-19 0.012 0.01 0.220
19-20 0.026 0.02 0.240
20-21 0.046 0.04 0.280
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Table 27. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
FOR DIFFERENTIAL - RELIGION (PROTESTANT)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.034 0.034 0.034
1-2 0.020 0.020 0.050
2-3 0.018 0.020 0.070
3-4 0.016 0.020 0.090
(Ca ;
4-5 0.012 0.010 0.100
5-6 0.011 0.010 0.110
6-7 0.013 0.010 0.120
7-8 0.009 0.010 0. 130
8-9 0.011 0.010 0. 140
9-10 0.009 0.010 0. 150
10-11 0-059 0.010 0.160
11-12 0.010 0.010 0. 170
12-13 0.006 0.010 0. 190
13-14 0.0099 0.010 0. 190
14-15 0.0099 0.010 0. 190
15-16 0.007 0.010 0.210
16-17 0.010 0.010 0.220
17-18 0.011 0.010 0.230
18-19 0.011 0.010 0.240
19-20 0.011 0.010 0.250
20-21 0.029 0.020 0.270
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Table 28. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
FOR DIFFERENTIAL - RELIGION (MUSLIM)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.050 0.050 0.050
1-2 0.063 0.010 0.110
2-3 0.033 0.020 0. 140
3-4 0.035 0.030 0. 170
(A
4-5 0.069 0.060 0.230
5-6 0.023 0.020 0.250
6-7 0.040 0.030 0.280
7-8 0.008 0.010 0.290
8- 0.048 0.030 0.320
9-10 0.041 0.030 0.350
10-11 0.025 0.020 0.370
11-12 0.033 0.020 0-390
12-13 0.000 0.000 0-390
13-14 0.026 0.020 0.410
14-15 0.035 0.020 0.430
15-16 0.000 0.000 0.430
16-17 0.000 0.000 0.430

17-18 0.200 0.1100 0. %4
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Table 29. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
FOR DIFFERENTIAL - RELIGION (OTHERS)

DURATION CONDIT IONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF  PROBABILITY OF  PROBABILITY OF
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.091 0.091 0.091
1-2 0.000 0.000 0.091
2-3 0.000 0.000 0.091
3-4 0.000 0.000 0.091
4-5 0.000 0.000 0.091
5-6 0.000 0.000 0.091
6-7 0.000 0.000 0.091
7-8 0.000 0.000 0.091
8-9 0.000 0.000 0.091
9-10 o:oég 0.000 0.091
10-11 0.000 0.000 0.091
11-12 0.000 0.000 0.091
12-13 0.071 0.100 0.200

13-14 0. 125 0 .100 0.300



Table 30. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
FOR DIFFERENTIAL - RELIGION (NO RELIGION)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx nadx nDx
0-1 0.042 0.042 0.042
1-2 0.038 0.040 0.080
2-3 0.024 0.020 0.100
3-4 0.018 0.020 0.120
4-5 0.008 0.010 0. 130
5-6 0.028 0.020 0. 150
6-7 0.008 0.010 0.160
7-8 0.013 0.010 0. 170
8-9 0.019 0.020 0. 190
9-10 0.026 0.020 0.210
10-11 0.006 0.010 0.220
11-12 0.019 0.020 0.240
12-13 0.000 0.020 0.240
13-14 0.008 0.010 0.250

14-15 0.017 0.010 0.260
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Table 31. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
FOR DIFFERENTIAL — RURAL RESIDENCE

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.035 0.035 0,035
1-2 0 .022 0.02 0,06
2-3 0.018 0.02 0,08
3-4 0.015 0.01 0,09
4-5 0 -009 0.01 0,10
5-6 0.013 0.01 0.1
6-7 0 .0il 0.01 0,12
7-8 0 .010 0.01 0,13
8-9 0 .010 0.01 0,14
9-10 0 .010 0.01 0,15
10-11 0 -.008 0.01 0 .16
11-12 0,008 0.01 0.17
12-13 0 ,008 0.01 0.18
13-14 0,010 0.01 0.19
14-15 0,012 0.01 0.20
15-16 0,003 0.002 0.20
16-17 0,011 0.01 0.21
17-18 0,015 0.01 0.2
18-19 0 .011 0.01 0.23
19-20 0,013 0.01 0.24
20-21 0 .024 0.02 0.26
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Table 32. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
FOR DIFFERENTIAL - URBAN RESIDENCE

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF

EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION

X, X+Nn ngx ndx nDx

0-1 0..031 0.031 0.031

1-2 0.,013 0.01 0 .04

2-3 0.,011 0.01 0 .05

3-4 0.,013 0.01 0 .06

4-5 0.,028 0.03 0.09

5-6 0,035 0 .03 0.12

6-7 0,025 0.02 0.14

7-8 0.,023 0.02 0.16

8-9 0.,021 0.02 0.18

9-10 0.,026 0 .02 0.20

10-11 0,011 0.01 0.21

11-12 0,036 0.03 0.24

12-13 0,00 0 .00 0.24

13-14 0.,023 0.02 0.26

14-15 0,069 0 .05 0.31

15-16 0 ,000 0.00 0.31

16-17 0,154 0.01 0.32



Table 33. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
FOR DIFFERENTIAL - NAIROBI .MOMBASA-RESIDENCE

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OFEXPO-

SURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.027 0.027 0.027
1-2 0.040 0.04 0.07
2-3 0.021 0.02 0.09
3-4 0.032 0.03 0.12
4-5 0.033 0.03 0. 15
5-6 0.014 0.01 0.16
6-7 0.039 0.03 0. 19
7-8 0.019 0.02 0.21
8-9 0.040 0.03 0.24
9-10 0.005 0.004 0.24
10-11 0.037 0.03 0. 27
11-12 0.025 0.02 0. 29
12-13 0.000 0.00 0.29
13-14 0.040 0.01 0.30
14-15 0.035 0.03 0.33
15-16 0.053 0.04 0.37
16-17 0.044 0.03 0.40
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4.3 LIFE TABLE RESULTS:

A critical study of the marital dissolution tables highlight
some iInteresting points about nuptiality and more specifically mar-
riage dissolution in Kenya in general and its regions (provinces) in
particular.

From the proportions calculated at both national and regional
levels and by different background factors, a number of deductions
can be made:

(i) Rates of dissolution, ignoring small differences, exposes
very little differences from region to region or between regions.

(i1) The degree to which early years dominate in dissolution is
seen iIn the single year dissolution probabilities.

(i) Comparatively, rates of dissolution at early durations of
marriage for regions and for the whole country are not very differ-
ent .

av) When rates at different durations are looked at two or more
major groupings emerge. Central and Nyanza portray more or less
similar rates which is moderately low. Nairobi, Eastern and Western
falls under relatively high regions. With Coast being the highest
dissolution region, and Rift Valley having the lowest dissolution
cases.

4.4 DISSOLUTION RATES AT NATIONAL LEVELS BY BACKGROUND VARIABLES

Based on past researches, six characteristics of the women are
considered for the analysis and their impact on marriage dissolution.
These are: Age at first marriage; Religion; Education; Pattern of

work; Ethnicity, Place of Residence, explained through the duration
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f Fig. 2 CUMMULATIVE PROPORTION OF FIRST MARRIAGES DISSOLVED
BY DURATION OF UNION—  NATIONAL PATTERN.
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The tables represent simple life table results calculated sepa-
rately for each category shown. The values are estimates of marriage
dissolution indicating the proportions of Ffirst marriages terminating
by various marital durations.

4.4.1 RATES BY EDUCATION LEVELS

When the rates by education levels was analysed, it was found
that no-education and primary level of education had a very high
proportion of marriages dissolved. The difference in proportions
dissolved for womZ;-with no-education and primary level was found to
be very small if any. Whereas Jlow rates of marital dissolution was
realised iIn groups with secondary and above level of education. But
when all the rates of different levels were considered, absolute
differences appear to be very minimal.

For instance, those whose marriage had stayed for 10 years and
with different levels of education had a range of dissolution rates
of only 0.30 percent. But the majority of those whose marriage
dissolved were still those with lower or no-education at all. This
could be due to lack of adjustment and understanding which iIs expect-

ed in marriage as a new environment. Also, it is found that those

with low or no-education marry relatively young hence is not well
prepared for marital challenges.
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4.4.2 RATES BY AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE

Many studies have shown that women who marry before the age of
20 (high school age) have a much greater risk of experiencing marital
dissolution (divorce or separation majorly) as compared to those who
marry later, say after 25 years (Menken et. al., 1981, Teachman, 1982,
Leslie 1967 e.t.c). This could be due to inadequate preparation to
face the responsibilities of marriage or they do not have the re-

sources by which to make marriage and family formation a success.
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Also, the general acceptance now of ending an unhappy union
would also mean that those who are caught up in such a union and when
they are generally young, would rather dissolve it. Other reasons
could be due to the risks of childbearing at such a tender age, due
to lack of knowledge and unpreparedness for marital dispositions.
Thus from the estimates, dissolution rates are highest for those who
married earlier <15 and 15-19 years and for those whose marriages
ended in deaths due to young age at childbearing and its related
risks.

4_.4_.3 RATES BY ETHNICITY

The rates o:-dis;olution for different ethnic groups depends
very much on the socio-cultural background of that society. These
socio-cultural background are influenced by factors such as religion,

customs and taboos and other societal fabrics

112



DISSOLVED

OF MARRIAGE

PROPORTION

Fig. 5:

CUMMULATIVE PROPORTION OF FIRST MARRIAGES DISSOLVED,
BY DURATION OF UNION BY DIFFERENT ETHNIC GROUPS.

DURATION OF MARRIAGE (YEARS)

113



From the ethnic-dependent-dissolution proportion tables it was
found that the Mijikendas of Coast Province have the highest rates
of marital dissolution. This could be attributed to the influences of
Islamic Religion and other factors such as young age at marriage with
the associated low levels of education attainment. When compared
with other ethnic groups at different marriage durations, the effect
of age at first marriage in the coast comes out very clearly. In the
early durations of marriage stay, the dissolution rates of marriage
of the Mijikenda are very conspicuous but decreases as marriage '‘age"
increases, although the effect of widowhood is also realised.

But the lowest rates of dissolution at any duration of marriage
is experienced by the Kalenjins. This supports the pattern, and the
general gradient got from the graph associated with Rift Valley
Province which shows the lowest slope. This can be explained by the
fact that Kalenjin customs and taboos have not been very much
interfered with compared to other societies, hence shows why marriage
for the case of the Kalenjins are stable. (Fedder and Cynthia,
Peoples and Cultures of Kenya).

Other interesting rates are got from the Kikuyu ethnic group,
where the rates of dissolution is even higher for marriages which
have stayed for some reasonably longer periods. This could be due to
the urban influences and the general breakdown of the traditional way
of life. Hence no serious social stigma to divorce or separation is
expected (Wainaina, 1980).

For the Kisii’s the dissolution rates seems to be generally low
and fairly distributed throughout the marriage durations, while the

Luhyas and the Luos seems to exhibit similar dissolution characteris-
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tics or patterns of marital dissolution, the rates for the Luhyas are

relatively higher than that of the Luos. The dissolution rates for
both ethnic groups seem to be high 1iIn the early years and later year

of marriage. This could be attributed to divorce or separation or
widowhood. But the general pattern of dissolution for the two groups

seems to be the same due to the geographical location and the more or

less similar socio-cultural and environmental influences. Thus from
the proportions calculated, the rates of dissolution seems to be
evenly spread over the marriage durations for the two groups, but
more conspicuous for the Luhyas than Luos of Western and Nyanza,

i S

respectively.

The Meru-Embu tribes seems to possess very low rates of marital
disruption except for the marriages in the early (0-1 years and the
later (20-21 years) durations.

But cases for the later durations could be due to sampling

errors. Although for the earliest duration, it could be due to the
traditional expectations of a woman- as a submissive partner who Iis
never expected to be heard but seen hence early dissension.

Thus generally, the Meru-Embu cultures tend to be very harsh on
women, and If a couple (wife) weathered these reactions from men and
the societal beliefs iIn the early periods of the marriage then in
most cases dissolution could be only due to widowhood.

Lastly, the Kamba ethnic group portrays high rate of dissolution
in the early duration of marriage, higher than that of even the
Mijikendas, but the rate decreases as the marriage duration in-
creases. This could be due to either, the mistrust between the

couples due to believed promiscuity or other related socio-cultural
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beliefs, such as witchcraft

(Penwill, 1957). Other reasons related to dissolution of
marriage could be the influences of the young couples by the
neighbouring coastal regions way of life, majorly urbanization and
religion.

Hence, ethnic variations and the related marital dissolutions,
depends majorly on, socio-cultural, religious and other related
factors. For example, the Moslem cultures, allows for divorce or
separation, thus couples find it easy to stop any marriage which may
be deemed bad. This is why the Mijikendas, for example, coupled with
other factors such as young age at first marriage, etc. experiences
the highest rates of dissolution and lowest duration of marriage
stay.

The ethnic variation coupled with other factors, then, eventual-
ly determines the regional variations in dissolution levels and
patterns.

4.4.4 RATES BY PATTERN OF WORK

Researches which have been carried out have found that disrup-
tion of marriage 1is positively related to low income (U.S Bureau of
Census, 1971). Other studies associate work prior to marriage with
stable unions than in the case of non-work (Smith, 1981). Also, the
decline of marital disruption with increasing education was found to
persist only when other factors such as pattern or work e.t.c are
taken into account (Bumpass and Sweat, 1972, 73). In another study,
pattern of work was found to determine marital survival (Fustenberg,

1971; Wright, 1971 etc.).
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For our results, six categories of pattern of work have been
used which can be combined into two broad based groups to form, those
who work and those who do not work. From the results, dissolution
rates seems to be high for those who do not work than those who work.
This effect was seen to persist even when education and residence are
controlled.

This could be due to the fact that, those for example, who hold
low status jobs or what some economists refer to as ''secondary posi-
tion”, command less marital loyalty primarily because they offer less
longterm security. 0Other reasons could be that, economic resources
got when one is working are strongly linked with marital stability.
Thus a marriage where there is low economic power has a higher chance
of dissolution. fAljéo,lproper family care can only be done when the
couples can effectively afford economically. Thus these findings
conforms well with theory.

4.4.5 RATES BY RELIGION

Religious effects on marital dissolution is a cross cultural,
and theological factor. This means that effectively, the effects of
religion and religious differences on marital disruption, may be
correctly viewed from a societal point of view which majorly affects

the family as a unit. But, religion has also been found to

depend on other variables e.g ethnic background.
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From the research, religious affiliations seems to have a no-
ticeable effect on dissolution chances. The higher rates for non-
Catholics being significant. But Catholics and Protestants have been
found to have relatively lower rates of dissolution. This conforms
to other findings (Teachman, 1982; Menken, et al. 1981). Higher rates
have been found within the Muslims societies. For instance, those
who had stayed in marriage for 5 years and their marriages had dis-
solved were, Muslims 23%, Protestants 10%, Caholics 9%, non-
religious 13% and other religions 9.1%. Also, those who had stayed
in marriage for 10 years, and their marriages had dissolved, 35% were
Muslims; 15% Protestants; 14% Catholics; 21% non-Religious group and
9.1% other religions. This therefore, shows the dominance of muslim
religion as it affects marriage. Hence, one can easily associate
regions, ethnic groups and religion with levels of and patterns of
dissolution.

4.4_.6 RATES BY PLACE OF RESIDENCE

Place of residence and the associated behaviours determines
societal achievements and fTailures. A number of researches have
determined the influence of new or old environment on the activities
and general way of life of the inhabitants and the values attached to
such behaviours. The impact of adventurism, new environment and new
conditions of life which influence the inhabitants thus discarding
old traditions and cutting loose from the past, may generate an
atmosphere of isolation, impersonality and weakened social control-
hence reduction of institutional and traditional aspects of family,
influence of friends, and less stigma of divorce (Fenelone, 1921;
Carson, 1915; Broel-Plateris, 1964). So, place of residence therefore
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determines the social cost attached to different types of marital
status - hence determine the degree of such statuses.

From the data, women who reside on large urban centres
(Nairobi/Mombasa) for example, was found to experience higher rates
of marital dissolution than those in smaller urban areas or the rural
communities. (But place of residence is measured as at that time of

the survey and doesn’t necessarily mean that they lived in such

communities during the whole marriage duration though the assumption

is implicit in the model).
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Fig. 8:

CUMULATIVE PROPORTION OF FIRST MARRIAGES DISSOLVED
BY DURATION OF UNION AND PLACE OF RESIDENCE.
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For example, of those who got married 5 years ago, 15% of the
dissolved marriages lived in the large urban centres; 9% in small
urban areas and 1% in the rural communities. And of the marriages
which had stayed for 10 years, 24% of the dissolved cases lived in
the large urban centres, 20% in small urban areas and 15% in the
rural areas.

This kind of finding could be because of the urban influences
and the related promiscuities in existence iIn these areas. At the
same time due to rural-urban migration, apart from divorced or sepa-
rated or widowed cases which happened in the rural areas, being
associated to the actual areas of occurance, the victims tend to move
to the urban centres and mainly the large centres, either to settle
or look for a way of livelihood. Thus these cases eventually become
part and parcel of the urban problem. So, due to less social stigma
for divorce or separation, the urban environment becomes an ideal
area for such victims, coupled with cases of widowhood, dissolution
rates of the urban residence and mainly major urban centres reigns
supreme. But its iImportant to note that, although rural areas are
found to posses low proportions of dissolved marriages, we shouldn’t
close our eyes to the fact that lack of follow-ups and records,
illiteracy, etc., may make the figures to be low but in the real
sense they are high. Also the effect of socio-cultural beliefs makes
divorce or separation low, but widowhood tends to be high. Hence when
one compares the rate of widowhood in urban and rural areas, the one

for the rural areas is found to be highest.

123



4.5 REGIONAL DISSOLUTION RATES BY BACKGROUND VARIABLES

Persons who are widowed, divorced or separated consitute the
fraction of the ever-married population who are living in a state of
marital disruption. The percent distributions of widowhood, divorced
or separated for each region are shown in the tables and the associ-
ated graphs that follow.

In order to have a better picture of dissolution of marriages,

(widowhood, or divorce or separated) rates have been estimated as

5
proportions ever-married for each particular marriage-duration group.
c >

Furthermore, rates help in comparisons or differential studies.
For comparison purposes, the fundamental measures of dissolution,
namely; duration-specific-marriage dissolution rates (of those whose
marriages dissolved) for all ever-married persons have been consid-
ered. The marita: hissplution probabilities(ngx) have been converted
to dissolution raté; 6ﬂ»0 by using a relationship similar to that
between the mortality rates (nMx) and the probability of dying (ndx)
for a standard mortality life table. To facilitate comparison
specific-duration rates, and average rates for the regions have been
considered. The duration- specific-marriage dissolution tables rates
for regional background variables have also been computed by relating
the number of first marriages for a particular background variables

i
to the average number of dissolved cases within that group.
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Table 34. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
FOR DIFFERENTIAL - REGION COAST

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDIT IONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.043 0.043 0.043
1-2 0.056 0.054 0.10
2-3 0.034 0.03 0. 13
3-4 0.036 0.03 0. 16
4-5 0.034 0.03 0. 19
5-6 0.026 0.02 0.21
6-7 0.022 0.02 0.23
7-8 0.012 0.01 0.24
8-9 0.050 0.04 0.28
9-10 0.032 0.02 0.28
10-11 0-623 0.01 0.30
11-12 0.032 0.022 0.31
12-13 0.00 0.00 0.33
13-14 0.012 0.01 0.33
14-15 0.028 0.02 0.34
15-16 0.0196 0.01 0.36
16-17 0.00 0.00 0.37
)
.
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Table 35. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OR MARRIAGE
- COAST (MIJIKENDA ETHNIC BACKGROUND)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY (

EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx

0-1 0.04 0.04 0.04
1-2 0.07 0.07 0.11
2-3 0.04 0.04 0. 15
3-4 0.03 0.03 0. 18

_ 1 0.03 0.03 0.21
5-6 0.02 0.02 0.23
6-7 0.02 0.02 0.25
7-8 0.01 0.008 0.26
8= 0.05 0.004 0.300
9-10 0.05 0.04 0.34
10-11 0.01 0.07 0.35
11-12 0.03 0.020 0.37
12-13 0.00 0.000 0.37
13-14 0.02 0.013 0.383
14-15 0.02 0.012 0.400
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Table 36. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
- COAST (SECONDARY EDUCATION)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.05 0.050 0.050
1-2 0.00 0.00 0.05
2-3 0.00 0.00 0.05
3-4 0.06 0.06 0.11
4-5 0.02 0.02 0. 13
5-6 0.03 0.03 0. 16
6-7 0.00 0.00 0. 16
7-8 0.00 0.00 0. 16
8-9 0.08 0.07 0.23
9-10 0.00 0.00 0.23
10-11 0.08 0.062 0.292

127



Table 37. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
- COAST (AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGEC15)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.06 0.06 0.06
1-2 0. 10 0. 100 0. 154
2-3 0.05 0.042 0.200
3-4 0.06 0.05 0.25
14.

4-5 0.04 0.03 0.28
5-6 0.04 0.03 0.31
6-7 0.01 0.007 0.32
7-8 0.03 0.021 0.34
8-9 0.03 0.02 0.36
9-10 0.02 0. 13 0.373
10-11 0.00 0.00 0.373
11-12 0.04 0.025 0.40
12-13 0.00 0.00 0.40
13-14 0.00 0.00 0.40
14-15 0.00 0.00 0.40
15-16 0.05 0.03 0.43

128



Table 38. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
- COAST (PROTESTANT RELIGION)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.05 0.05 0.05
1-2 0.03 0.03 0.08
2-3 0.03 0.03 0.11
3-4 0.04 0.04 0. 15
t1 X
4-5 0.03 0.03 0. 18
5-6 0.00 0.00 0. 18
6-7 0.03 0.030 0.21
7-8 0.00 0.00 0.21
8-9 0.04 0.040 0.241
)
1
)
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Table 39. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
- COAST (MUSLIM RELIGION)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF

EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx

0-1 0.05 0.05 0.05

1-2 0.08 0.08 0. 130
2-3 0.04 0.04 0. 170
3-4 0.04 0.033 0.203
4-5 0.05 0.04 0.243
5-6 0.03 0.023 0.270
6-7 0.04 0.030 0.300
7-8 0.01 0.007 0.310
8-9 0.05 0.04 0.350
9-10 0.06 0.04 0.390
10-11 0.04 0.024 0.414
11-12 0.05 0.030 0.443
12-13 0.00 0.00 0.443
13-14 0.05 0.030 0.471
14-15 0.08 0.042 0.513
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Table 40. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
REGION (NAIROBI)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0. 023 0. 023 0. 023
1-2 0. 034 0. 033 0. 056
2-3 0. 037 0. 035 0. 091
3-4 0. 013 0. 012 0. 103
1V
4-5 0. 018 0..016 0. 12
5-6 0. 033 0.,03 0. 15
6-7 0. 036 0.,03 0.,18
7-8 0.,024 0..02 0. 20
8-9 0..029 0.,02 0..22
9-10 0.,00 0..00 0..22
10-11 0..049 0..04 0..26
11-12 0..0133 0..01 0.,27
12-13 0.,00 0..00 0..27
13-14 0..038 0,.03 0.,30
14-15 0..025 0..02 0..32
15-16 0..035 0,.02 0.,34
16-17 0.,053 0,-04 0..38
)
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Table 41. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
- NAIROBI (AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE <15)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY (
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0. 03 0. 030 0. 030
1-2 0. 04 0. 040 0. 070
2-3 0. 03 0. 030 0. 100
3-4 0. 01 0. 009 0. no
4-5 0. 01 0.,009 0.120
5-6 0.,00 0.,00 0.120
6-7 0.,02 0,,018 0. 140
8 0,,02 0,,017 0. 160
8-9 0.,02 0,.017 0. 180
9-10 0.,00 0..00 0. 180
10-11 0.,03 0,.030 0. 210
11-12 0.,00 0,.00 0. 210
12-13 0.,00 0,.00 0. 210
13-14 0.,04 0,.032 0, 242
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Table 42. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
- NAIROBI (PROTESTANT RELIGION)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY

EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx

0-1 0. 03 0. 030 0. 030
1-2 0. 01 0. 010 0. 040
2-3 0. 01 0. 010 0. 050
3-4 0. 01 0. 010 0. 060
4-5 i0. 02 0..019 0. 080
5-6 0. 02 0.,018 0.,100
6-7 0. 03 0.,030 0..130
g 0. 03 0.,03 0.,160
8-9 0. 03 0.,03 0.,19
9-10 0. 00 0..041 0.,23
10-11 0. 05 0..040 0..27
11-12 0. 02 0..015 0,.29
12-13 0. 00 0..00 0..29
13-14 0. 02 0,-014 0,-304
14-15 0. 03 0.,021 0..33
15-16 0..04 0,-30 0..360
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Table 43. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
- NAIROBI (PRIMARY LEVEL OF EDUCATION)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY (
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.01 0.010 0.010
1-2 0.03 0.030 0.040
2-3 0.03 0.030 0.070
3-4 0.02 0.019 0.090
4-5 :0.00 0.00 0.090
5-6 10.00 0.00 0.090
6-7 0.06 0.060 0. 150
7-8 0.00 0.00 0. 150
8-9 0.00 0.00 0. 150
9-10 0.00 0.00 0. 150
10-11 0.00 0.00 0. 150
11-12 0.00 0.00 0. 150
12-13 0.00 0.00 0. 150
13-14 0.04 0.034 0. 184
14-15 0.04 0.033 0.220
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Table 44. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
REGION (WESTERN)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0. 051 0. 051 0. 051
1-2 0. 041 0.04 0. 09
2-3 0. 026 0. 02 0. 11
3-4 0. 027 0. 02 0. 13
4-5 0. 019 0.,02 0. 15
5-6 0. 008 0. 01 0. 16
6-7 0. 018 0.,02 0. 18
7-8 0. 012 0.,01 0. 19
8-9 0. 014 0.,01 0. 20
9-10 0. 013 0.,01 0. 21
10-11 0. 014 0.,01 0. 22
11-12 0. 008 0,,01 0. 23
12-13 0. 009 0.,01 0. 24
13-14 0. 005 0,,004 0. 24
14-15 0. 006 0,,01 0. 25
15-16 0. 007 0,,01 0. 26
16-17 0.,016 0.,01 0. 27
17-18 0.,03 0,.02 0.,29
18-19 0. 014 0,,01 0.,30
19-20 0. 041 0.,03 0.,33
20-21 0. 04 0,,03 0.,36
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Table 45. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
- WESTERN (PROTESTANT RELIGION)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.052 0.052 0.052
1-2 0.046 0.044 0. 100
2-3 0.033 0.030 0. 13
3-4 0.028 0.024 0. 15
4-5 0.022 0.019 0. 17
5-6 0.010 0.008 0. 180
6-7 0.022 0.018 0.20
S 0.012 0.010 0.21
8= 0.009 0.007 0.22
9-10 0.010 0.008 0.23
10-11 0.0060 0.005 0.24
11-12 0-%}3 0.010 0.25
12-13 0.007 0.005 0.26
13-14 0-0\0 0.00 0.26
14-15 0.00 0.00 0.26
15-16 0.01 0.008 0.28
16-17 0.013 0.010 0.290
17-18 0.031 0.022 0.312
18-19 0.021 0.015 0.33
19-20 0.063 0.042 0.372
20-21 0.059 0.037 0.410
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Table 46. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
— WESTERN (NO EDUCATION)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0. 055 0. 055 0. 055
1-2 0. 033 0. 031 0. 090
2-3 0. 023 0. 021 0. 111
3-4 ) 0. 024 0. 021 0. 13
4-5 I )0- 022 0, 020 0. 15
5-6 0. 012 0,,010 0. 16
6-7 0. 021 0.,018 0. 18
7-8 0. 009 0.,007 0. 19
8-9 0. 02 0.,020 0. 21
9-10 0.,006 0.,005 0. 22
10-11 0..006 0.,005 0. 23
11-12 0.-,00 0.,00 0. 23
12-13 0.,(:;-15 0..012 0. 24
13-14 0.-,008 0..006 0. 25
14-15 0.,008 0..006 0. 26
15-16 0.,00 0..00 0. 26
16-17 0..010 0..007 0. 27
17-18 0.,022 0..016 0. 29
18-19 0.,013 0,.009 0. 300
19-20 0..032 0..022 0..322
20-21 0.,021 0..014 0. 340
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Table A7. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
WESTERN (AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE 15—-19)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF  PROBABILITY OF
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+HN ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0..051 0,,051 0,.051
1-2 0.,03A 0,,032 0..083
2-3 0.,030 0,,028 0..111
3-A 0..03 0..027 0.,1A0
A-5 0.,021 0,,018 0.,16
5-6 0..007 0,.006 0,,17
6-7 0.,018 0,.015 0.,19
7-8 0.,00A 0,,003 0.,193
8-9 0.,017 0,,01A 0.,210
9-10 0.,015 0.,012 0. 22
10-11 0.,017 0,,0132 0.,233
11-12 0.,013 0,,010 0. 2A
12-13 0. 00 0. 00 0. 2A0
13- 1A 0. 00 0. 00 0. 2A
1A-15 0. 00 0. 00 0. 2A
15-16 0. oil 0. 008 0. 25
16-17 0. 025 0. 019 0. 27
17-18 0. 031 0. 023 0. 29
18-19 0. 00 0. 00 0. 29
19-20 0. 036 0. 026 0. 32
)
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Table 48. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATIC N OF MARRIAGE
- REGION (EASTERN)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0 .057 0 .057 0 .057
1-2 0.031 0.03 0 .09
2-3 0.023 0 .02 o.11
3-4 0.016 0.01 0.12
4-5 0.015 0.01 0.13
5-6 0.014 0.01 0.14
6-7 0 .009 0.01 0.15
7-8 0 .007 0.01 0.16
8-9 0.010 0.01 0.17
9-10 0 .0il 0,01 0.18
10-11 0.012 0,01 0.19
11-12 0 .010 0,01 0 .20
12-13 0 .006 0,01 0,21
13-14 0 .022 0,02 0,23
14-15 0,004 0,003 0,23
15-16 0,00 0,00 0.23
16-17 0,009 0,01 0.24
17-18 0,011 0,01 0,25
18-19 0,007 0.01 0,26
19-20 0.,04 0,03 0,29
20-21 0,06 0,04 0,33
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Table 49. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATIT 1 OF MARRIAGE
EASTERN - KAMBA (ETHNIC BACKGROUND)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+Nn ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.083 0.083 0.083
1-2 0.049 0.045 0. 130
2-3 0.027 0.024 0. 15
3-4 0.02 0.017 0.17
4-5 0.024 0.02 0. 19
5-6 0.024 0.02 0.21
6-7 0.01 0.008 0.22
7-8 0.01 0.008 0.23
8-9 0.011 0.009 0.24
9-10 0.013 0.010 0.25
10-11 0.009 0.007 0.26
11-12 0.019 0.014 0.27
12-13 0.011 0.008 0.28
13-14 0.037 0.027 0.31
14-15 0.00 0.00 0.31
15-16 0.00 0.00 0.31
16-17 0.009 0.006 0.32
17-18 0.012 0.008 0.33
18-19 0.015 0.010 0.34
19-20 0.064 0.042 0.38
20-21 0.110 0.068 0.45
)
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Table 50. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
EASTERN — MERU-EMBU (ETHNIC BACKGROUND)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.023 0.023 0.023
1-2 0.009 0.009 0.032
2-3 0.016 0.016 0.050
3-4 0.010 0.010 0.060
I K

4-5 0.004 0.004 0.064
5-6 1 0.004 0.004 0.070
6-7 0.008 0.008 0.080
7-8 0.004 0.004 0.084
8-9 0.005 0.005 0.089
9-10 0.010 0.009 0 .100
10-11 0.016 0.014 0. 114
11-12 0.00 0.00 0. 114
12-13 0.00 0.00 0. 114
13-14 0.007 0.006 0.120
14-15 0.008 0.007 0. 13
15-16 0.00 0.00 0. 13
16-17 0.010 0.009 0. 14
17-18 0.011 0.010 0. 15
18-19 0.00 0.00 0. 15
19-20 0.017 0.015 0. 17
20-21 0.023 0.019 0. 19
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Table 51. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
EASTERN - (AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE 20-24)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF

EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.05 0.050 0.050
1-2 0.008 0.008 0.060
2-3 0.018 0.017 0.080
3-4 0.005 0.005 0.090
4-5 0.028 0.026 0. 120
5-6 0.007 0.006 0. 13
6-7 0.007 0.006 0. 14
7-8 0.008 0.007 0. 15
8-9 0.008 0.007 0. 16
9-10 0.018 0.015 0. 18
10-11 0.02 0.016 0.20
11-12 0.00 0.00 0.20
12-13 0.00 0.00 0.20
13-14 0.00 0.00 0.20
14-15 0.014 0.011 0.21
15-16 0.00 0.00 0.21
16-17 0.00 0.00 0.21
17-18 0.021 0.016 0.23
18-19 0.00 0.00 0.23
19-20 0.039 0.030 0.26
20-21 0.053 0.040 0.300
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Table 52. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
- REGION (CENTRAL)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF  PROBABILITY
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION dissolutio:
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0. 03 0. 03 0. 03
1-2 0. 016 0. 02 0. 05
2-3 0. 017 0. 02 0. 07
3-4 0. 006 0. 01 0. 08
4-5 0. 008 0. 01 0. 09
5-6 0. 013 0. 01 0. 10
6-7 0. 012 0. 01 01
= 0. 009 0. 01 0. 12
8-9 0. 012 0. 01 0. 13
9-10 0. 004 0. 004 0. 13
10-11 0. 00 0. 00 0. 13
11-12 0. 007 0. 010 0. 14
12-13 0. Oil 0.,01 0. 15
13-14 0. 013 0.,01 0,16
14-15 0. 022 0.,02 0. 18
15-16 0. 004 0.,003 0. 18
16-17 0. 016 0.,01 0., 19
17-18 0. 012 0.,01 0. 20
18-19 0. 032 0.,03 0. 23
19-20 0. 022 0. 02 0. 25
20-21 0. 015 0. 01 0. 26
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Table 53. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
- CENTRAL (NEVER WORKED)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY 1
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0. 03 0. 03 0. 030
1-2 0. 01 0. 01 0. 04
2-3 0. 01 0. 01 0. 05
3-4 0. 01 0. 01 0. 06
4-5 0. Oll 0. 01 0. 07
5-6 0. 01 0,01 0. 08
6-7 0. 01 0.,01 0. 09
7-8 0. 01 0..01 0. 10
8-9 0. 01 0,01 0,11
9-10 0. 003 0.,003 0. 113
10-11 0. 00 0.,00 0,122
11-12 10 01 0.,009 0..131
12-13 0. 01 0..009 0,14
13-14 0. 01 0,.009 0..15
14-15 0..01 0,. 009 0,16
15-16 0..01 0..008 0..17
16-17 0. 01 0,.008 0.18
17-18 0..01 0,. 008 0..19
18-19 0.,03 0..024 0.214
19-20 0,01 0,.008 0.22
20-21 0..02 0,.016 0.24
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Table 54. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
CENTRAL (CATHOLIC RELIGION)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY 1

EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.02 0.020 0.020
1-2 0.02 0.020 0.040
2-3 0.01 0.010 0.050
3-4 0.004 0.004 0.054
4-5 0.010 0.010 0.064
5-6 ro.02 0.019 0.083
6-7 0.01 0.009 0.092
7-8- 0.01 0.009 0. 100
8-9 0.01 0.009 0. 110
9-10 0.01 0.009 0. 12
10-11 0.00 0.00 0. 12
11-12 0.01 0.009 0. 13
12-13 0.02 0.017 0. 15
13-14 0.02 0.017 0. 17
14-15 0.04 0.033 0.203
15-16 0.00 0.00 0.203
16-17 0.02 0.016 0.22
17-18 0.02 0.016 0.24
18-19 0.03 0.023 0.26
19-20 0.08 0.060 0.32

145



Table 55. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
- CENTRAL (RURAL RESIDENCE)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY 1
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0. 03 0. 03 0. 03
1-2 0. 02 0. 02 0. 050
2-3 0. 02 0. 02 0. 06
3-4 0. 01 0. 009 0. 07
4-5 | -10. 01 0. 009 0. 08
5-6 0. 01 0. 009 0. 09
6-7 0. 01 0. 009 0. 100
7-8 0. 01 0. 009 01
8-9 0.,01 0. 018 0. 13
9-10 0. 004 0. 004 0. 134
10-11 0. 00 0. 00 0. 134
11-12 0. 01 0. 009 0. 143
12-13 0. 01 0. 009 0. 152
13-14 0. 01 0. 009 0. 161
14-15 0. 02 0.,017 0. 18
15-16 0. 004 0. 003 0. 183
16-17 0. 02 0., 163 0. 200
17-18 0. 01 0. 008 0. 21
18-19 0. 03 0. 024 0. 23
19-20 0. 01 0. 008 0. 24
20-21 0. 01 0. 008 0. 25
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Table 56. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
- REGION (NYANZA)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY |
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0. 027 0. 027 0. 027
1-2 0. 014 0. 01 0. 04
2-3 0. 010 0. 01 0. 05
3-4 0. 013 0. 01 0. 06
4-5 0. 005 0. 01 0. 07
5-6 0. 016 0. 02 0.9
6-7 0. Oil 0. 01 0. 10
7-8 0. 12 0. 01 0. 110
8-9 0. 006 0. 01 0. 12
9-10 0. 010 0. 01 0. 13
10-11 0. 005 0..004 0. 13
11-12 0. 007 0..01 0..14
12-13 0. 0114 0..01 0. 15
13-14 0. 004 0..003 0. 15
14-15 0. 012 0,01 0. 16
15-16 0. 005 0.,004 0. 16
16-17 0. 012 0,01 0. 17
17-18 0. 017 0,01 0. 18
18-19 0..00 0.,00 0. 18
19-20 0. 00 0,00 0..18
20-21 0..023 0,02 0..20

147



Table 57. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
- NYANZA (CATHOLIC RELIGION)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY i
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0. 03 0. 03 0. 03
1-2 0. 021 0. 020 0. 050
2-3 0. 009 0. 009 0. 060
3-4 0. 016 0. 015 0. 080
4-5 0. 00 0. 00 0. 080
5-6 0. 018 0. 017 0. 100
6-7 0. 017 0. 015 0. 12
7-8 0. 009 0. 008 0. 13
8-9 0. 00 0..00 0. 13
9-10 0. 007 0.,006 0.,14
10-11 0..00 0.,00 0. 14
11-12 0.,008 0.,007 0. 15
12-13 0..009 0.,008 0. 16
13-14 0.,005 0.,004 0. 164
14-15 0. Oil 0..009 0. 173
15-16 0.,00 0..00 0. 173
16-17 0.,02 0..017 0. 190
17-18 0.,023 0.,019 0,21
18-19 0..00 0..00 0..21
19-20 0..00 0,. 00 0.21
20-21 0..025 0..020 0.,230

148



Table 58. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
- NYANZA (PROTESTANT RELIGION)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF  PROBABILITY |
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0. 026 0.,026 0. 026
1-2 0. 010 0.,010 0. 040
2-3 0. 008 0. 008 0. 050
3-4 0. Oil 0,011 0. 060
4-5 0. 010 0.,009 0. 070
5-6 0.,014 0.,013 0. 083
6-7 0. 007 0.,006 0. 090
7-8 0. 014 0.,013 0. 103
8-9 0. 01 0.,009 0 11
9-10 0. 011 0.,010 0. 120
10-11 0. 009 0.,008 0. 13
11-12 0. 003 0.,003 0. 133
12-13 0. 014 0.,012 0. 150
13-14 0. 004 0.,003 0. 153
14-15 0. 013 0.,011 0. 160
15-16 0. 009 0.,008 0. 17
16-17 0. 005 0.,004 0. 18
17-18 0. 012 0.,010 0. 19
18-19 0. 00 0. 00 0. 19
19-20 0. 00 0. 00 0. 19

20-21 0. 022 0. 018 0. 210
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Table 59. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
- NYANZA (AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE, 20-24)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY 1

EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0. 018 0. 018 0. 018
1-2 0. 013 0. 013 0. 031
2-3 0. 00 0. 00 0. 031
3-4 0. 008 0.,008 0. 040
4-5 0. 009 0.,009 0. 050
5-6 0. 027 0.,03 0. 080
6-7 0. 00 0.,00 0. 080
7-8 0. 032 0.,03 0. 110
8-9 0. 00 0..00 0. no
9-10 0. 00 0.,00 0. no
10-11 0. 00 0.,00 0..no
11-12 0. 029 0.,026 0., 14
12-13 0. 016 0.,014 0., 154
13-14 0. 00 0.,00 0., 154
14-15 0. 00 0.,00 0., 154
15-16 0. 024 0,.020 0., 174
16-17 0. 00 0..00 0., 174
17-18 0. 00 0..00 0..174
18-19 0. 00 0..00 0., 174
19-20 0. 00 0..00 0., 174
20-21 0. 053 0..044 0.,220
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Table 60. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
- NYANZA (PATTERN OF WORK, NOW NOT BEFORE)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY 1

EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0.081 0.081 0.081
1-2 0.031 0.030 0. 11
2-3 0.00 0.00 0. 11
3-4 0.036 0.032 0. 142
45 VO.OIO 0.00 0. 142
5-6 0. 17 0. 150 0.290
6-7 0.00 0.00 0.290
7-8 0.67 0.050 0.34
8-9 0.00 0.00 0.34
9-10 0.090 0.060 0.40
10-11 0.00 0.00 0.400
11-12 0.00 0.00 0.400
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Table 61. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
REGION (RIFT VALLEY)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY 1
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0. 014 0. 014 0. 014
1-2 0. 008 0. 01 0. 02
2-3 0. 013 0. 01 0. 03
3-A 0. 009 0. 01 0. 04
4-5 0. 007 0. 01 0. 05
5-6 0. 014 0.,01 0. 06
6-7 0. Oil 0. 01 0. 07
7-8 0. 009 0..01 0. 08
8-9 0. 008 0.,01 0. 09
9-10 0. 009 0. 01 0. 10
10-11 0.,012 0..01 0.1
11-12 0.,011 0.,01 0..12
12-13 0.,003 0,,003 0,12
13-14 0.,011 0,01 0..13
14-15 0.,02 0,.02 0., 15
15-16 0.,000 0,00 0.15
16-17 0,013 0.01 0.16
17-18 0.010 0.01 0.. 17
18-19 0.012 0.01 0,. 18
19-20 0 .008 0.01 0.19
20-21 0.018 o.02 0.21
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Table 62. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
RIFT VALLEY (NO-EDUCATION)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY 1

EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0. 012 0. 012 0. 012
1-2 0. 005 0. 005 0. 017
2-3 0. 013 0. 013 0. 030
3-4 0. 008 0. 008 0. 040
4-5 0. 006 0. 006 0. 050
5-6 0. 017 0. 016 0. 070
6-7 0. 013 0. 012 0. 082
7-8 0. 010 0.,009 0. 091
8-9 0. 008 0.,007 0. 100
9-10 0. 813 0,,012 0. 111
10-11 0. 009 0,,008 0. 120
11-12 0.,016 0.,014 0. 134
12-13 0.,004 0,,004 0., 140
13-14 0.,004 0,,004 0,, 144
14-15 0.,020 0,.017 0., 161
15-16 0.,000 0,,000 0., 161
16-17 0.,010 0,, 008 0,, 170
17-18 0.,012 0,,010 0,, 180
18-19 0.,014 0,012 0,, 192
19-20 0..008 0,. 007 0,,200
20-21 0.,019 0,,015 0.,220
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Table 63. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
- RIFT VALLEY (KALENJIN ETHNIC GROUP) BACKGROUND

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY 1

EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0. 007 0. 007 0. 007
1-2 0. 005 0. 005 0. 012
2-3 0. 016 0. 016 0. 033
3-4 0. 003 0. 003 0. 042
4-5 0. 009 0. 009 0. 060
5-6 0. 014 0. 013 0. 070
6-7 0. Oil 0..010 0. 082
7-8 0. 0<13 0.,012 0. 090
8-9 0. 005 0.,005 0. 100
9-10 0.,010 0.,009 0. 110
10-11 0.,006 0., 005 0. 120
11-12 0.,006 0.,005 0. 130
12-13 0.,007 0.,006 0. 143
13-14 0.,015 0,.013 0., 150
14-15 0.,008 0..007 0., 150
15-16 0..000 0..000 0.. 150
16-17 0..010 0,.009 0.. 160
17-18 0..012 0,.010 0.. 170
18-19 0..013 0.1 0,. 180
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Table 64. ABRIDGED MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION TABLE BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE
RIFT VALLEY (RURAL RESIDENCE)

DURATION CONDITIONAL UNCONDITIONAL CUMULATIVE
OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY OF PROBABILITY
EXPOSURE DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION DISSOLUTION
X, X+n ngx ndx nDx
0-1 0. 012 0. 012 0. 012
1-2 0. 008 0. 008 0. 020
2-3 0. 012 0. 012 0. 032
3-4 0. 008 0. 008 0. 040
4-5 0. 006 0. 006 0. 050
5-6 0. 012 0. 012 0. 062
6-7 0. 013 0. 012 0. 074
7-8 0. 009 0. 008 0.,082
8-9 0. 009 0. 008 0,090 =
9-10 0. 008 0.,007 0.. 100
10-11 0,011 0..0100 0,110
11-12 0.,007 0.,006 0.. 120
12-13 0.,003 0.,003 0,123
13-14 0.,012 0,011 0. 134
14-15 0,014 0.,012 0.. 150
15-16 0.,000 0..000 0.. 150
16-17 0..009 0..008 0.. 160
17-18 0,.011 0,.009 0.. 170
18-19 0,.012 0.010 0. 180
19-20 0,. 007 0..006 0. 190
20-21 0,.009 0,.007 0.200
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4_.5.1 REGIONAL RATES

Regions overlap ethnic and religious grouping and need not be
looked at separately. But for the study of patterns, a close look or
comparison of each and every region (province(s) is necessary.

From the following conclusions can be made:

(i) Higher proportions or rates of marital dissolution are
found in the coastal province with other regions such as Western,
Eastern and Nairobi portraying relatively high dissolution rates.

(ii) The lowest rates of dissolution can be seen in Rift Valley
province, which may be due to socio-cultural factors influencing
marriage and its related factors.

(iii) Regions with large urban centres such as Coast and Nairobi
areas portrays high marital dissolution rates.

(v) A brief cause-deleted analysis indicated differences
levels of dissolution types and rates. Thus gave each region dis-

tinct dominant dissolution type.
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Fig. 9: REGIONAL PATTERN OF DURATION— SPE CIFI C—MARITAL
I DISSOLUTION RATES.
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Thus, in a nutshell, the dissolution rates in different regions
can be attributed to different background variables. For example
i.e. in the Rift Valley, the impact of socio-cultural fabrics greatly
influence the low level of dissolution. Hence the effect of rural
predominance and its associated socio-cultural values can be at-
tributed further to it. So one can conclude that, dissolution in the
Rift Valley is majorly a socio-cultural and environmental factor
dependent.

In other areas, such as coastal region and Nairobi, the influ-
ence of factors such as religion, age at marriage and urbanism great-
ly claims significance. But the effects of other related factors
such as education levels and patterns or work cannot be overlooked in
these two regions. But when compared, coastal region has a higher
rate of dissolution than Nairobi.

Other regions with moderately high rates of dissolution include
eastern and western provinces, due majorly to ethnic backgrounds of
the people and socio-cultural (religious beliefs for example) and
levels of education respectively.

In Central province dissolution rates is relatively high. This
could be due to urban-rural influence and other related socio-
economic influences. But when compared, Nyanza and Central rates are
not very different although, Central seem to have relatively higher
rates. In Nyanza, the effect of cultural and related economic fac-
tors (religion and pattern of work) were found to have higher effects

] 1

of dissolution.
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4.6.0 INTER REGIONAL VARIATIONS IN MARITAL DISSOLUTION

In the previous sections examination of regional dissolution
rates have been carried. Variations in duration-specific-marriage
dissolution rates have been clearly brought out using the life table

approach, Now attention is focussed on the regional differences and

patterns.

159



OF MARRIAGE DISSOLVED

PROPORTION

Fig. 100 CIIMMULATIVE PROPORTION OF FIRST MARRIAGES DISSOLVED
BY DURATION OF UNION---- PROVINCES.
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Such a study seems to be of primary importance in the analysis
of social structure and reproduction rates of the population in
general, and at the level of regions or other meaningful groups in
particular. This, therefore will help in a better understanding of
the fertility dynamics of the population of different regions and of

the country as a whole.

4.7 NUPTIALITY PATTERNS

Having thus established the existence of significant inter-
regional variations in duration- specific-dissolution probabilities
by the above analysis. We shall now make a critical study of
region-wise differentials in dissolution by considering the basic
data on the distribution of population by marital status by regions.
This is done to show a simple but detailed outlook of the situation
as it was by the time of the survey.
4.8 DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION BY MARITAL STATUS

The spatial distribution of marital status by age is an impor-
tant aspect of the demographic characteristics of population. Accord-
ing to Bogue (1969), "....the marital status composition of the
population would influence national, and Regional life in a great
many ways and the study of population composition should include
(1 SR " Marital status also affects labour force participa-
tion, school attendance, urban-rural residence, and almost every
other topic in which demographers are or may be interested. This
fact alone makes demographers to treat it as one of the fundamental
variables of their discipline™. In the present work the basic data

have been collected from Kenya Fertility Survey (K.F.S) 1977/78, and
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PROPORTION OF MARRIAGE DISSOLVED

Fig.

CUMMULATIVE PROPORTION OF FIRST MARRIAGES DISSOLVED
BY DURATION OF UNION BY DIFFERENTIALS — COAST.

DURATION OF MARRIAGE (YEARS)
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DISSOLVED

OF MARRIAGE

PROPORTION

Fig. 12 CUMMULATIVE PROPORTION OF FIRST MARRIAGES DISSOLVED
BY DURATION OF UNION BY DIFFERENTIALS— NAIROBI.

DURATION OF MARRIAGE (YEARS)
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DISSOLVED

PROPORTION OF MARRIAGE

Fig. 131 CUMMULATIVE PROPORTION OF FIRST MARRIAGES DISSOLVED
BY DURATION OF UNION BY DIFFERENTIALS — EASTERN.
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DISSOLVED

OF MARRIAGE

PROPORTION

Fig. 14. CUMMULATIVE PROPORTION OF FIRST MARRIAGES DISSOLVED
BY DURATION OF UNION BY DIFFERENTIALS— WESTERN.
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DISSOLVED

MARRIAGE

OF

PROPORTION

Fig. 15 CUMMULATIVE PROPORTION OF FIRST MARRIAGES DISSOLVED
BY DURATION OF UNION BY DIFFERENTIALS— CENTRAL
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PROPORTION OF MARRIAGE DISSOLVED

Fig. 166 CUMMULATIVE PROPORTION OF FIRST MARRIAGES DISSOLVED
BY DURATION OF UNION BY DIFFERENTIALS— NYANZA.
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OF MARRIAGE DISSOLVED

PROPORTION

Fig. 172 CUMMULATIVE PROPORTION OF FIRST MARRIAGES DISSOLVED
BY DURATION OF UNION BY DIFFERENTIALS—RIFT VALLEY.
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the proportions by marital status by age groups presented in the

tables and associated figures that follow.
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Tables 65,66.

NATIONAL 15-19
NEVER

MARRIED 72.8
CURRENTLY

MARRIED 24.8
WIDOWED 0.2
DIVORCE &
SEPARATED 2.1
NAIROBI

NEVER

MARRIED 67. 1
CURRENTLY

MARRIED 32.4
WIDOWED 0.0
DIVORCED &
SEPARATED 0.6
Source:

STATUS BY AGE AND REGIONS

Computed from 1977/78 K.F.S

20-24

22.6

68.4

0.7

8.4

33.0

60.4

0.5

6.2

170

| 25-29

53

80.5

1.9

12.3

12.7

71.1

0.7

15.4

| 30-34

1.6

82.2

3.5

12.6

78.4

6.8

6.8

Survey.

| 35-39

0.9

81.6

5.9

11.6

73.5

2.0

20.4

| 40-44

0.8

78.9

10.6

9.7

4.2

87.5

4.2

4.2

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF ALL-WOMEN ACCORDING TO MARITAL

| 45-49

0.3

72.3

14. 1

13.3

0.0

52.4

28.6

19.6



Tables 67 & 68. PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF ALL-WOMEN ACCORDING TO MARI
TAL STATUS BY AGE AND REGIONS

[
EASTERN 5~ 9 20-24 | 2529 130-34 | 3539 | o 45-49
NEVER
MARRIED 88.3 32.5 6.8 0.6 11 0.0 0.0
CURRENTLY
MARRIED 9.9 57.9 79.7 78.8 80.1 73.1 68.4
WIDOWED 0.3 0.5 0.8 2.5 55 11.8 14.0
DIVORCE &
SEPARATED 15 9.1 9.1 18. 1 13.2 15. 1 17.7
COAST
NEVER
MARRIED 48.3 11.3 3.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CURRENTLY
MARRIED 41.5 72.6 71.9 73.0 73.3 62.0 55.6
WIDOWED 0.8 0.8 3.4 6.3 5.3 16.0 11.1
DIVORCED &
SEPARATED 9.3 15.4 21.2 20.6 21.4 22.0 33.3

Source: Computed from 1977/78 K.F.S Survey.
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Tables 69 & 70 PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF ALL-WOMEN ACCORDING TO MARITAL
STATUS BY AGE AND REGIONS

CENTRAL 115-19 1 20-24 | 25-29 | 30-34 | 35-39 | 40-44 | 45-49

NEVER

MARRIED 87. 1 33.3 6.9 0.6 0.7 1.8 2.0

CURRENTLY

MARRIED 11.9 59.8 82. 1 85.4 84.8 80.4 76.5

WIDOWED 0.0 0.0 1.4 2.3 6.9 9.8 15.7

DIVORCE &

SEPARATED 1.0 6.9 9.7 11.7 7.6 9.1 5.9
j J s

WESTERN

NEVER

MARRIED 70.6 9.8 11 0.0 11 0.0 0.0

CURRENTLY

MARRIED 27.8 74.9 77.4 77.0 79. 1 81.0 59.5

WIDOWED 0.0 11 1.6 3.2 9.9 9.5 18.9

DIVORCED &

SEPARATED 1.6 14.2 19.9 19.9 9.9 9.5 21.6

Source: Computed from 1977/78 K.F.S Survey.
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Tables 71 & 72. PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF ALL-WOMEN ACCORDING TO
MARITAL STATUS BY AGE AND REGIONS

NYANZA | 15-19 | 20-24 | 25-29 S 30-34 | 35-39 | 40-44 | 45-49
NEVER

MARRIED 63.5 15.2 1.9 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0
CURRENTLY

MARRIED 34.2 76.3 84.2 85.4 86.5 83.3 83.7
WIDOWED 0.3 0.4 4.5 4.0 55 12.7 11. 1
DIVORCE &

SEPARATED 2.0 8.1 9.5 10.0 8.0 4.0 5.2
RIFT

NEVER

MARRIED 70. 1 20.5 6.2 2.6 1.4 1.9 0.0
CURRENTLY

MARRIED 27. 1 74.4 86.6 87.9 82.4 81.7 78.7
WIDOWED 0.3 1.4 1.0 3.2 4.7 6.7 11.2
DIVORCED &

SEPARATED 2.4 3.7 6.2 6.3 11.5 9.6 10. 1

Source: Computed from 1977/78 K.F.S Survey
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Fig. 180 PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF EVER-MARRIED
WOMEN ACCORDING TO WHETHER CURRENTLY

MARRIED OR WIDOWED, DIVORCED OR
SEPARATED, BY AGE GROUP—NATIONALLY

AGE GROUPS IN YEARS
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DISTRIBUTION

PERCENT

Fig. 199@ PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF EVER-MARRIED

100-

WOMEN ACCORDING TO WHETHER CURRENTLY
MARRIED OR WIDOWED, DIVORCED OR
SEPARATED, BY AGE GROUP— NAIROBI

KEY

WIDONED, SHPARATED
AND DIVCRCED

CURRENTLY MARRIED

o
L

n
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o= —39

AGE  GROUPS IN YEARS
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Fig. 20: PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF EVER-MARRIED
WOMEN ACCORDING TO WHETHER CURRENTLY

MARRIED OR WIDOWED, DIVORCED OR
SEPARATED, BY AGE GROUP-CENTRAL.

AGE GROUPS IN YEARS
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DISTRIBUTION

PERCENT

Fig. 21

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF EVER-MARRIED
WOMEN ACCORDING TO WHETHER CURRENTLY
MARRIED OR WIDOWED, DIVORCED OR
SEPARATED, BY AGE GROUP-RIFT VALLEY

AGE GROUPS IN YEARS
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Fig.22: PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF EVER-MARRIED
WOMEN ACCORDING TO WHETHER CURRENTLY
MARRIED OR WIDOWED, DIVORCED OR
SEPARATED, BY AGE GROUP-COAST.

AGE GROUPS IN YEARS
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DISTRIBUTION

PERCENT

Fig. 23:

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF EVER-MARRIED

WOMEN ACCORDING TO WHETHER CURRENTLY
MARRIED OR WIDOWED, DIVORCED OR
SEPARATED, BY AGE GROUP-NYANZA

AGE GROUPS IN YEARS
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Fig. 24: PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF EVER-MARRIED
WOMEN ACCORDING TO WHETHER CURRENTLY
MARRIED OR WIDOWED, DIVORCED OR
SEPARATED, BY AGE GROUP — WESTERN

an g (o] (o]
AGE GROUPS IN YEARS
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DISTRIBUTION

PERCENT

Fig. 25:

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF EVER-MARRIED

WOMEN ACCORDING TO WHETHER CURRENTLY
MARRIED OR WIDOWED, DIVORCED OR

SEPARATED, BY AGE GROUP—EASTERN

AGE GROUPS IN YEARS
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4.9 DISCUSSION OF RESULTS

A study of the above tables and the related figures highlights
the iInter-regional variations iIn the marital statuses. Differences in
the percentage distributions are quite incisive.

In Kenya, marriage 1is universal and on the whole, all cohorts
exhibit the pattern of young age or early age at first marriage.

From the tables, the distributions of population by marital
status, of the proportion single was found to be very high in the
early age groups, declines rapidly since most marriages are performed
within a span of a few years for all regions. Quantitatively,
differences in distribution are substantial though the general
pattern of the differen; marital status by age remains the same. For
example, the never married (single) initial rapid decline is followed
by more or less constant low level of ultimate spinsters in all
regions, which demonstrates the universality of marriages as a common
feature of the whole country irrespective of the regional variations
in age patterns single etc.

The currently married is seen to increase, with a high
proportion or percent falling between ages 25-39, although the
increase tends to decrease, but not drastically at later years.

Widowhood, divorce or separation cases increases, as the age
increases, with initial low proportions in dissolved unions, and
increases although not rapidly. Comparatively the proportion of
marriages dissolved through divorce or separation seems to be higher
than the proportion dissolved through widowhood iIn the younger age
groups 15-29, but from ages 35+ widowhood becomes the major cause of

dissolution of marriage. The above findings therefore gives us the
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general picture, nationally.
4.9.1 NEVER MARRIED OR SINGLE GROUPS

Regionally, the never married cases (single) is relatively high
at very early ages (15-19), declines rapidly since most marriages are
performed within a span of a few years. But the differences as per
region are quite significant.

For example, at age group 15-19, the proportions single is very
high in Eastern province (88%) Central (87%); Western (70%) and Rift
Valley (70%). Moderately high levels of single females was realised
in Nairobi (67%); Nyanza (63%) with Coast having the least propor-
tions single (48%). But these proportions declines rapidly except
for Nairobi and Central provinces where at age group 20-24 (cf other
regions), there exists relatively high proportions single, (33%)
respectively.

Thus, from the above findings early or young age at first mar-
riages can be derived. For example, 1n coast province by age 30
there is no proportif)n single or very few if any. Other regions also
depict or point towards that direction, although they are not as
conspicuous as for the region mentioned above.

4.9.2 CURRENTLY MARRIED OR EVER-MARRIED

For the currently married cases there is generally low level or
percent married in the earlier age groups. But marriages seems to
occur mostly from age 20. Out of the seven regions (provinces)
considered coast province shows the highest proportion married at
age group 15-19 (41%). This 1is followed by Nyanza iIn the same age
group. Thus confirms further the fact about early age at marriage in

the coast province. Although Nairobi seem to posses such character-
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istics, this may be due to high prevalence of adolescent pregnhancy
(fertility) hence the victims tend to runaway from their parents and
eventually elopes. Other factors could due to the in-migration of
young couples.

The proportions married decreases with the increase in age with
Coast (66%) and Nairobi (G2%) having the lowest percentages by age
group 45-49. This could be due to urban influence and other related
aspects of marital dissolutions. For example, coast is seen to have
the highest divorce or separation cases (33%) whereas Nairobi leads
in widowhood (29%) - may be due to in-migration of widows to look for
ways of earning a living and also those who are widowed in urban
centres (Nairobi for example) when they go back to their rural homes
they are socially segregated hence return to these centre for sur-
vival. So, this may be the case for high number of the proportions
widowed in Nairobi.

4.9.3 WIDOWHOOD

Widowhood was found to be highest in Nairobi (29%) at age group
45-49 but very low at age group 15-19. This could be due to the fact
that those who are widowed come to Nairobi to look for sustenance.
So the need for supporting activity attract the widowed lot from the
rural areas to the urban centres, Nairobi being the largest in Kenya.
But one should not assume the affect of industrialization as a cause
of widowhood in Nairobi. This therefore coupled with high rates of
divorce or separation - associated with urban influence attests to
the high dissolution of marriages in Nairobi. But Western province
is also found to have high percent of widowed cases. This could be

because of socio - cultural and environmental conditions of the
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region. But this needs further consideration and research, because
comparatively 1its neighbouring region - Nyanza - which is also in
more or less similar ecological zone seems not to have as high pro-
portion widowed as is Western. In Central and Eastern, relatively
similar proportions widowed was realised, 16% and 14% respectively.

But in younger age groups (15-24) the proportion widowed in Eastern
is higher than that of Central. This could be due to proper health
care in Central province as opposed to Eastern province at those
ages.

Also, one can rightfully conclude that these proportions widowed
in different regions differs with different ages at firstmarriage.
For example, the highest proportion widowed at age group 15-19 was
found in the coast province (effect of early age at firstbirth due
to young age at First marriage). But thisdoesn’t seem to affect
Nairobi, may be due to proper medical care. Widowhood cases in Cen-
tral province was found to be very low in the age groups 15-19 but
rose rapidly as age increased. This may be due to socio-cultural
and economic factors operating in Central province.

But low proportion widowed at age group 15-19 in Western prov-
ince could be due to low rates of marriages at this age group. Thus
at age group 15-19, Nyanza, Eastern and Rift Valley posses moderately
low percent widowed, with Nairobi, Central and Western having the
lowest percentages, with the highest proportions found in coast

province.
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4.9.4 DIVORCE OR SEPARATION

Divorce or separation was found to be highest in coast
province at age groups 15-19 and 45-49. This could be attributed to
both socio-cultural factors (early age at Tfirst marriage and Islam
religious belief) and to some extent urbanism. This 1is closely
followed by Nairobi at age group 45 - 49, may be due to population
migration to the urban areas hence urban stress and to some extent
the high risks due to the urban economic activities. Other regions
that have high proportions of divorced or separated cases are Western
and Eastern. With the relatively low proportions found in Rift Val-
ley, Nyanza and Central with varying proportions at varying age
groups.
4_.9.5 SUMMARY

In this chapter life table analysis of marriage dissolution

1
has been carried. Dissolution tables have been constructed for the
whole country and the regions (Tables presented. For the construc-

tion of the dissolution tables, number of marriages dissolved (wid-
owed, divorced, separated) during the year by cause of dissolution
per 1000 marriages existing at the beginning of the year of duration
has been used. Thus the dissolution probabilities have been estimated
and the related proportion of marriages dissolved.

Rates by different background variables have been analysed with
each differential showing different rates at different levels. This
has therefore helped iIn further explanations of the regional rates by
differentials. From these rates, regional dissolutions have been
found to differ not very much although one can still determine which

region has high dissolution vrates and why it 1is so.
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For example, high rates or dissolution was found, 1iIn coast
whereas Rift Valley has the lowest dissolution rate. Thus the disso-
lution probabilities and the related rates in this chapter has helped
in the knowledge a regional spatial dissolution.

Other studies which have been undertaken in this chapter deals
with variations and patterns in nuptiality. The basic data used are
the proportions by marital status in five-year age groups at the
National and Regional levels. The index used is proportions percent
by marital status by age groups, although mean age at marriage was
also derived.

From the figures, widowhood has been found to be highest in
Nairobi and lowest iIn Coast, Nyanza and Rift Valley at age groups
(45-49). This shows areas with high age at First marriage and low
age at Tfirst marriage respectively. But its interesting to note that,
although Nairobi has high age at first marriage it also experiences
high divorce or separation rates. This may be due to urban
influences. But the highest proportions divorced or separated are
found iIn coast followed by western in older age groups, with central
and Nyanza having the lowest in the same age groups.

But, a distinctive feature of the Kenyan data is that, at older
age groups ((40-49) widowhood and divorce or separation proportions
are generally not different. whereas, in the early age groups, the
differences is very significant. This is seen even when regional
figures are taken into account.

Thus, socio-economic, environmental and demographic Ffactors may
explain, more correctly the Inter-Regional variations in Kenyan

nuptiality and more specifically dissolution patterns.
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CHAPTER 5
5.0 REGRESSION ANALYSIS
5.1 INTRODUCTION

An examination of Inter-Regional variations in dissolution of
marriage and the related patterns have been undertaken in chapter 4.

Much attention has been paid by demographers to explain the
variations in fertility in terms of various socio-economic, environ-
mental and demographic components. One of the important determinants
of fertility is nuptiality. The status of marriage (widowhood,
divorce or separation) and the extent to which couples are involved
in them have been and still have an important bearing on the
population structure of a country, for example.

Dissolution of marriage depends on age; age at first marriage;
duration of marriage; Tertility levels; education; religion; place of
residence; premarital births and sex, age at first births e.t.c as
has been indicated in the literature review. Thus its notable that
the part played by these variables on dissolution patterns in Kenya
may be quite different iIn type and magnitude ever space (regions).
So, the formulation of an appropriate statistical model showing the
effect of particular variable on dissolution is indeed a worthy study
to be undertaken. Opposite forces are often at work and the isola-
tion of the effect of a particular variable on nuptiality is extreme-
ly difficult.

To construct an appropriate framework a number of variables have
been examined. After a critical study of several variables, a set of
six variables assumed to represent some broad measures of socio-

economic, environmental and demographic situation has Ffinally been
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taken for the study - arrived at through or by using stepwise selec-
tion procedure or estimation.

This framework has been used here to analyse inter- Regional
variation in marriage dissolution patterns in Kenya in terms of
socio-economic, environmental and demographic components using a
mutlivariate approach and the findings presented.

A detailed list of the variables considered for the analysis of
this chapter has been presented in the next section. A number of
hypotheses were proposed about the effect of different socio-
economic, environmental and demographic variables on marriage disso-
lution patterns of the population under study.

5.2 VARIABLES USED IN THE MODEL
Independent variables (s )
(1) Education levels
(i1) Religion
(iii) Place of Residence
(iv) Pattern of work
(V) Ethnicity
(vi) Age at first marriage
Note: The values of the variables are life table probabilities by
Regional differentials.

Dependent variable (V)

(i) Regional duration - specific - marital dissolution dependent
probability.

N/B. The indicator of nuptiality seems to be useful for a correct
appraisal of marital dissolution patterns of the population although

other common summary measures of marital dissolution also exists e.g.
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Median duration of dissolution, etc.

The formulation of the hypotheses stated earlier regarding the
impact of different factors on marriage dissolution rate proposed, Iis
discussed using multiple regression analysis results to explain
variations iIn the regional patterns.

The dissolution rates for different regions and by differentials
and the patterns for different regions and by differentials have been
discussed earlier in chapter 4. In general, different regions show
more or less similar patterns but with graphs of varying gradients
portrayed by the line graphs. This, therefore, shows the relative
risks; whether high or low in one region or the other.

But, in our model prediction seems to be more important, and
thus regression analysis technique seems to be justified.

It is important therefore to note that, under the usual regres-
sion assumptions, the linear regression model (equations) and results
obtained using the ordinary least squares estimation procedure are:

(i) t - values obtained by taking the ratio of any regression
coefficient to its estimated standard error, and for each equation,
the square of multiple correlation coefficient (R9 ) and the adjusted
(R2 ) and the standard error of the estimate (S.E.E) are given.

(i1) To test for the general goodness of fit, F - values are
also given.

The model consisting of equations and results provides a statis-
tically satisfactory socio-economic environmental and demographic
explanation of Regional (or inter-Regional) variations in marriage
dissolution levels in Kenya.

The results of the multiple-Regression analysis have therefore
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been represented in the subsequent pages.
5.3 DETERMINANTS OF REGIONAL PATTERNS

The variations of marital dissolution in Kenya is a function of
varied factors. These factors have been found to play very important
role in the study of marital dissolution (refer to Literature
review). When looked at from the value of coefficient of determina-
tion (adjusted R ) as much as 88% of the variation in dissolution in
Kenya 1is explained by the criterion (duration-specific-dissolution
probabilities). The overall goodness of fit indicated by F- test 1is
significant for the indicator of dissolution (F calculated 22.22, F
critical 2.83), with the regional coefficients of determination as
brought out by the selected predictors ranging from (R , adjusted)
84% to 9%%.
striking. As much as 95% (R2 adjusted) of dissolution in Kenya can
be explained by four socio-economic, environmental and demographic
variables. The overall goodness of fit indicated significant re-
sults.

Regarding the role of individual socio-economic, environmental
and demographic variables, at the National level, the best predictors
of marriage dissolution include, ethnicity, education levels, place
of residence and Age at first marriage, with the pattern of work
showing no relationship. That is, when stepwise selection procedure
was conducted to determine which of the variables are important
predictors of dissolution, pattern of work didn’'t appear as one of
the important variables in the final model.

Furthermore, when the variables which were estimated were fur-

ther analysed to determine the level of significance, rural place of
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residence, Mijikenda ethnic background and the secondary level of
education were found to be positively correlated to marital dissolu-
tion. Age at First marriage (15-19) was found to be significant but
negatively correlated to dissolution, with the urban influence less
significant.

Table 73. RESULTS OF REGRESSION ANALYSIS IN THE MODEL AT
NATIONAL LEVEL

Adj F.value
PREDICTORS R2 d. f
R2
ETHNICTY (MIJI)
(4.5908)
EDUCATION (Sec)
(2.271%)
0.96 0.95 69. 13
RESIDENCE (RURAL)
(5.58.3) 5,15

RESIDENCE (URBAN)
(1.6399) »

AGE AT MARRIAGE

15-19
Note: The figures 1iIn bracket are t-values tested at 95%
confidence level.

Thus a model consisting of regional equations provides
statistically satisfactory socio-economic, environmental and

demographic explanation of the inter-regional comparisons of marital

dissolution patterns in Kenya.
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5.3.1 REGIONAL RESULTS

The results of the analyses are very illuminating when the
regional coefficients of determination (R2 ) are considered. But
from them no major variations and conclusions can be depicted, as
those values gives the aggregate performance of the variables

indicated and not how each variable determines the phenomena and

where.

Tables 74,75. RESULTS OF REGRESSION ANALYSIS IN THE MODELS (REGIONAL
RESULTS)

PREDICTORS R2 Adj F.value S_.E.E
&

R2 d. f

No-education
(4.890)
RIFT Ethnicity
KALENJIN 0.887 0.867 44.701 1.6131E

( 2. 1639) 3, 17

Rural
Residence
(4.5036)

Working
(0.6304)
NYANZA Catholic -
Relgion
(21.1080)

Protestant -  0.992 0.989 493. 182
Religion 4,16 6.7786E “
(14.2532)
Age at
marriage
20-24
(0.7586)

Note: The figures iIn parenthesis are t-values tested at 95%
confidence level.
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Tables 76,77,78

EASTERN

NAIROBI

WESTERN

PREDICTORS

Kamba-ethni-
city
(18.7692)
Meru-Embu
ethnicity
( 2.1639)
Age at
marriage
20-24
(-0.1916)

Age at

Marriage(<15)

Protestant -
Relgion
(6.9761)

Education-
Primary
(2.4066)

Protestant-
Religion
(8.7389)
No-education
(3.0263)
Age at
Marriage
15-19
(2.0690)

194

R2

0.987

0.864

0.962

Adj

R2

0.985

0.840

0.955

F.value
&
d. f

452.114
3, 17

36.0392
3, 17

143.840
3, 17

S.E.E

1.97137E

6.8936IE “*

2.86009E 3



Tables 79,80

PREDICTORS Adj I F.value s.E E
&
R d. f

Rural
Residence
(4.1810)
CENTRAL Not working
(56.5523) 0.961 0.751 96.67
Urban - 4,16 1.78665E 3
Residence
-0.9980
Religion -
catholic

(4.3800)

Education
(Seo)
(1.5915)
COAST Ethnicity
(mij i) 0.8778 0.8598 31.6779
(5.8113) 4,16 6.7994E "3
Age at
marriage(<15)
(-1.4513)
Religion -
Protestanism
(1-2639)
The results of the analysis shows very high coefficients of

determination ranging from 84% - 99% (adjusted R ). This therefore
shows how powerful the selected predictors are, as explanatory
i e

variables of marital dissolution. From the above tables one can also

see the coefficients of determination of each and every region.
Regions, seems to posses different though comparable predictors

of marital dissolution. In the Rift valley, no- education and rural

place of residence was found to be best predictors of marital disso-

lution. However ethnicity (Kalenjin background) was found to be
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negatively though significantly correlated to dissolution of mar-
riage. This shows therefore that marital dissolution is a function
of education levels and places of residence though controlled by the
ethnic background, that is, the socio-cultural aspect of life.

Age at marriage (<15 yrs), religion (protestanism) and education
(primary) was found to play a major role in marital dissolution in
Nairobi. This younger age at marriage was found to be the best
predictor of marital dissolution in Nairobi. This 1is fTollowed by
the effect of religion (protestanism) and lastly education levels
(primary). All these factors were thus found to be positively sig-
nificant determinants of dissolution patterns of Nairobi.

For Western Province, individual predictors of dissolution were
found to be religion (protestanism), no- education and age at mar-
riage (15-19). But religion proved to be the best variable, account-
ing for about two thirds of the dissolution patterns in the region.
All these factors were found to be positive and significantly corre-
lated with marital dissolution in this region.

Unlike other regions in Coast Province one variable seemed to
dominate. This was confirmed by performing several regression equa-
tion with different sets of variables and combinations. The best
individual predictor was found to be ethnic background of the Mijik-
enda, with other variables such as age at marriage and Muslim reli-
gion significant when ethnicity is controlled. Other factors such as
religion (protestanism), education (secondary) are performing a
positive but less or insignificant role in dissolution. Age at first
marriage (<15) was found to be negative and not significantly corre-
lated to marital disruption.
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Note: These factors such as age at marriage (<15), Moslem- religion
was found to be highly correlated to ethnicity, hence was dropped
from the model.

In Central province, those who do not work were found to be
positively and significantly correlated to marital dissolution.
Other positively significant predictors of dissolution were found to
be rural place of residence and Catholic Religion. But urban place
of residence turned out to be not significant and negatively corre-
lated to dissolution.

In Nyanza the effect of religion showed most prominently. Here
Catholism and Protestanism were the best predictors of dissolution,
with highly positive and significant correlation to dissolution.
Other factors such as work and age at first marriage (20-24) were
found to be positive but insignificantly correlated to marital
dissolution.

In eastern province unlike other areas, ethnicity (Kamba and
Meru-Embu groups) turned out to be the best predictors of dissolu-
tion. These two groups were found to be very highly significant and
positively correlated to dissolution. But other factors such as age
at first marriage (20-24) was found to be negatively and insignifi-
cantly correlated to marital dissolution.

5.4 DISCUSSION

The result of the analysis in this chapter throw some light on
the possible behaviours of several socio-economic, environmental and
demographic variables on marital dissolution in the regions of Kenya.

The present analysis reveals that: (i) Marital dissolution can
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economic, environmental and demographic variables, such as ethnicity,
age at Tfirst marriage, place of residence, education levels, pattern
of work and religion.

(ii) Duration-specific-marital dissolution dependent risks (or proba-
bilities) seems to be good predictor(s) type, of marital behaviour.

This research on the correlates of marriage dissolution in Kenya
has shown that certain factors have strong relationship to the proba-
bility of dissolution. Analysing data from the dissolution statis-
tics, it was found that, ethnic background, rural-urban place of
residence, education levels, age at marriage, and pattern of work
contributes significantly to marital dissolution.

The effect of ethnicity as a major factor iIn coast province
could be offered several explanations. First the effect of Muslim
religion and its liberalism towards marriage laws offers great relief
to those who intends to stop their marriages. It is therefore impor-
tant to note that, the majority of the coastal inhabitants are Mus-
lims. Another factor related to ethnicity is age at first marriage.
The ethnic Mijikendas which are the major tribe in this region and
also generally all the coastal tribes enter into marriage at very
early ages. So this coupled with the issue of marrying off girls
when they are still young by the parents (child-betrothal) make the
marriage very unstable. Thus the unpreparedness, which the couple or
one of the couple enters with into marriage lends credence to mari-
tal instability. Other reasons for marital dissolution here
could be the associated risks related to early child bearing, that

is, young age at Tfirst birth sometimes leads to deaths of the mother.
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relationship to marital dissolution is assumed to work through the
socio-cullural characteristics of the society. Hence it can be
associated with the ethnic behaviours. Thus independently, it seems
unimportant factor in influencing marital dissolution in this region.
It is also important to note here that, due to early age at marriage,
automatically, there is low level of education. But unlike other
regions its not significant to marital dissolution. But marriages,
involving those with higher education finds it difficult to cope with
the cultural or customary views attached to marriages such as, being
married off (betrothal) or marrying anybody so long as the parents
have approved of it. Other reasons for marital dissolution include,
the issue of co-wives which 1is acceptable in the Muslim society
particularly when it involves reasonably educated women. Others
includes infertility which leads to childlessness.

In central province, the pattern of work (nhot-working) seems to
contribute more than the rest of the factors in influencing marital
dissolution. Regionally, this area is mostly affected by urbaniza-
tion, Nairobi being the most important. Thus one finds that employ-
ment seems to be very necessary, with the expectation that, each and
every individual whether woman or man is expected to provide for the
family. Thus women who are married and are not working finds life
very hectic, as they are normally frustrated by their husbands or
normally general animosity creeps into the family. This eventually
leads to divorce or separation. But other reasons for dissolution of
marriages here include the breakdown in socio-cultural (customary

norms and taboos) beliefs of the society.
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has been found in the Rift valley. This could be because of the
relatively low interference with the societal norms. Most of the
people living in the Rift valley, Kalenjins for example, still value
their customs and taboos. Thus, this means that institutions such as
marriage is still highly protected and respected to the chagrin of
the society. Hence this means that most of the marriage dissolutions
are due to widowhood. The majority of Rift valley residents, being
rural and with low level of education, are gravely attached to the
socio-cultural ways of life. This strong attachment or belief into
the traditional ways of life thus explains the low level of separa-
tion or divorce. Also, Rift valley, being less urbanised explains
further the reasons for low marital dissolution, more specifically,
11 ,

separation or divorce.

Religious beliefs seems to play a very significant part in
marital dissolution in Nyanza. This could be due to religious con-
tradictions which has come as a result of religiosity - a common
feature of the people of Nyanza. This has greatly affected the
traditional setting of the region. Coupled with high level of lit-
eracy, the marriage bonds reflected from the socio-cultural norms of
the society 1is thus loosened hence leads to marital breakdowns,
majorly through separation or divorce. But one cannot also overlook
the influences of migration and environmental hazards on marriages
and marriage institutions. The effect of diseases which may lead to
death such as malaria, cholera e.t.c and long separations as a result
of labour migration e.t.c influence marital dissolutions, either
through divorce or separation or widowhood. The influence of reli-
gion on marital dissolution is dependent on socio-cultural, environ-
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mental and economic factors, which generally leads to divorce or
separation or widowhood iIn this region.

In Eastern province studies have indicated the influence of
socio-cultural and environmental factors on marital dissolution
(Penwill, 1957; Mbula 1977). This is also realised in this study,
where, ethnicity (majorly the Kamba and the Meru-Embu way of life) is
found to be positively significant to marital dissolution. Thus the
unfaithfulness of the Kamba women could be said to influence their
marriage state. Whereas for the Meru-Embu society, the effect could
be due to the socio-cultural regards about women whereby they are
expected to subordinate and be totally submissive. The coastal
region influence can also be said to influence this regions socio-
cultural and other related factors.

The effect of age at marriage (<15 yrs) has been found to be
paramount in influencing marital dissolution in Nairobi. This could
be due to the fact that young couples at marriage are easily swayed
away by the urban (influences) way of life. It has also been found
that early age at marriage means, low education attainment as couples
enter into marriage before they go far with education. This, there-
fore means that, these people (couple) cannot get or have gainful
employment and even if they get, upward mobility may be impossible
due to low educational qualification. Hence with the expected heavy
marital responsibility and high standard of living in town, the
chances that such marriages will dissolve becomes very high. Thus,
the effect of young age at marriage, on marital dissolution in Nairo-
bi is underlined with other socio- cultural and economic factors -
which raises the chances of marital dissolution. Other reasons for
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dissolution include the general urban influence and the religious,
educational and environmental factors. But for widowhood in Nairobi,
apart from being an in-migration problem from the rural areas and
deaths within the region, it can also be associated with urban risks.
Thus, factors such as low level of education (primary and below) with
the expected low gains and the challenges of urban environment even-
tually constraints the couples hence leading to marital dissolution.
Lastly, the present analysis reveals that marital dissolution
pattern in Western Province can be predicted by variables such as
religion (protestanism), no-education, and age at Ffirst marriage
(15-19). No-education and environmental risks iIn western province,
chances of widowhood (Adult mortality) becomes very high (Ayiemba,
1983). Other reasons could be due to the relative liberal Protestant
beliefs on divorce or separation and the spatial mobility associated
with Western Province border districts such as Bungoma (Ayiemba,
1983). Thus these socio-cultural and environmental aspects therefore,

leads to relatively high marital dissolution iIn the region.

5.5 SUMMARY

Marriage - duration - specific dissolution probabilities show
variations from region to region. Thus, the question that one may
ask 1s which socio-economic, environmental and demographic variables
influence the inter- regional dissolution patterns.

For analysis of the data, the technique of multiple regression
was used for each and every region. Eight regression models were
carried out with a set of six socio- economic, environmental and
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demographic variables considered at different levels.

Different regions were found to have different factors determin-
ing dissolution patterns, although some variables compared favorably
over the regions. The combined effects of these variables can be
seen in the coefficient of determination with the highest found in
Eastern and Nyanza provinces and the lowest found in Nairobi, 99% and
84% respectively.

In general, ethnicity, education and place of residence were
found to be good predictors of marital dissolution with age at mar-
riage negatively but significantly correlated to dissolution. In the
Rift valley, no-education, and rural place of residence were found to
positively and significantly correlated to dissolution, with ethnici-
ty (Kalenjin way of life) negative but significantly correlated to
marital dissolution. For Nyanza, pattern of work (working) and Age
at marriage (20-24) were found to be positive but not significantly
correlated to dissolution. In Eastern Province, ethnicity (Kamba and
Meru-Embu way of life) were found to be positive and significantly
correlated to dissolution, whereas age at marriage (20-24) showed a
negative and insignificant correlation to dissolution. Nairobi was
found to have Age at marriage (<15), Protestant religion and primary
level education as positive and significantly correlated to dissolu-
tion. In Western Province, religion (protestanism), no-education and
Age at marriage (15-19) was found to be positive and highly signifi-
cant to dissolution, whereas 1in Central Province, rural place of
residence, pattern of work (nhot working) and catholic religion were
found to be positive and significantly correlated to dissolution,
with urban residence negative and not significant to dissolution.
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Lastly in Coast, ethnicity was the best predictor of
dissolution with other factors such as secondary education, Religion
(protestanism) positive but not significant. Whereas age at marriage
was negative and not significant to dissolution. But when ethnicity
was removed from the equation, Religion (Muslim) and age at first
marriage (<15) was found to be positively significant to marital
dissolution. This, therefore means that the effects of religion and
age at Tfirst marriage (<15) works through the socio-cullural

background of the coastal inhabitants.
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CHAPTER 6
6.0 SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
6.1 SUMMARY

In the overall, the picture in the country and its regions is
one of marked differences in rates of dissolution by age at marriage,
ethnic characteristics, education levels, place of residence, reli-
gion and pattern of work.

The study’s main objective was to determine the correlates of
marital dissolution through duration specific dissolution probabili-
ties for various regions and subgroups and applying regression model
to estimate relative risks. The study therefore focussed on the
following hypotheses: (i) Regional pattern(s) of marital dissolution
is not a function of the of the following: socio-cultural, economic,
environmental and demographic factors (age at marriage, education
levels, religion, place of residence, pattern of work and ethnicity
e.t.c; (@i) There is homogeneity in the following socio-cultural,
economic, environmental and demographic variables (age at marriage,
education levels, religion, place of residence, pattern of work,
ethnicity e.t.c) in determining regional variations and patterns of
marital dissolution.

Furthermore , the study objectives were: (i) to determine
marital dissolution by specific durations of marriage for selected
characteristics of women per region, and to determine regional dif-
ferentials of these factors as determinants of marital dissolution;
(i) to find out the nuptial patterns of those in stable and unstable
unions; (iii) to suggest policy recommendations.

From the objectives the following results were obtained:
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Regional marital dissolution depended on different factors, although
in general, a number of conclusions can be made: Those who marry
early (<20 years) had higher chance of marital dissolution.
Religious affiliation seems to have a noticeable effect on
dissolution probabilities, the higher probabilities for non-Catholics
and mainly Muslims being statistically significant. Women who reside
in large urban centres (Nairobi and Mombasa) were found to experience
higher rates of dissolution than those in small urban centres or in
the rural areas. Also the effect of no-education or low level of
education was seen to significantly influence dissolution, although
education categories do not show much difference as between those who
work and those who do not work.

Thus, the study found that those who marry early, lived in large
urban centres (Nairobi or Mombasa), are Moslem, possessing low level
or no education and do not work have a high chance of marital
dissolution.

From the regional perspective different factors were found to
influence regional patterns of dissolution although some variables

were found to influence dissolution across regions.
In addition, on the strength of the regression model statistic

the following variables emerged as relatively, good regional predic-
tors of marital dissolution rates. In Rift valley; no-education
(4.8901), rural place of residence (4.5036) and ethnic characteris-
tics of the Kalenjins (-2.1639) was found to be important. Age at
marriage, <15 (7.4074), Protestant religion (6.9761) and primary
level of education (2.4066) was found to determine dissolution in
Nairobi. Whereas in Coast; ethnic characteristics of Mijikendas
(5.8113), secondary level of education (1.5915), came out as most
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important.

For the Central province; rural place of residence (4.1810), not
working (5.5523), and catholic religion (4.3800) were the most impor-
tant factors. Ethnic characteristics of the Kamba and Meru-Embu
(48.769; 4.5610) respectively and Age at marriage, 20-24 (0.1916)
came out prominently in Eastern province.

In Western province; Protestant religion (8.7389), no- education
(3.0263) and Age at marriage, 15-19 (2.0690) were the important
factors. Whereas, catholic and Protestant religion (21.1080;
14.2532) were fou%dlto be important in Nyanza.

All these were tested for significance at 0.05 level of confi-
dence with their significance determined (refer tables 73-80).

6.2 CONCLUSION

On the basis of the above findings socio-economic, cultural,
environmental and demographic variables seem to play an important
role in marital dissolution pattern in Kenya. Thus with the changing
socio-economic, cultural and demographic aspects of the country and
general behaviour and perceptions of the populace about the family,
the research, therefore suggests the following recommendations for
policy makers and further research.

6.3 RECOMMENDATIONS TO GOVERNMENTS OR POLICY MAKERS

From the study a spatial or regional aspects of marital
dissolution was analysed. The composition of the predictor variables
of dissolution was realised to differ regionally although some simi-
larities were noted. So, the study had these to recommend:

The complexity of education on how it related to marital
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formation and dissolution and more so when other factors such as age
at marriage, place of residence e.t.c are taken into account have
been indicated in the literature review. In this study therefore,
little formal education (primary) or no-education has been found to
increase marital dissolution. However, secondary and post secondary
education were observed to effectively reduce marriage dissolution.
Therefore, education and more so population education policy, is the
best remedy under such circumstances. This should be done under well
institutionalised programs such as marriage counseling programms,
family life education programmes and other general problem areas
of family institutions in established family counseling centres and
other institutions having the groups at risks, to help overcome the
effects of little or no formal education by changing attitudes on
family formation and dissolution.

Also, 1in view of the government policy of providing basic or
primary education to everybody, which from the research, 1is realised
to be positively contributory to marital instability, there’s need to
intensify further, family life education to supplement the already
acquired formal education so as to stabilise such marriages. The
government efforts should also be geared towards compulsory female
education above primary level which therefore calls for a way of
instituting relatively less burdensome post primary education for
girls in the spirit of cost-sharing. For example, in the case of the
cherished bursary to assist in the education cost of girls should be
seriously thought about.

A minimum acceptable age at first marriage for all regardless of

the religion and cultural background should be instituted. This is
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because from research, it is realised that, early age at marriage
affects the females educational attainment; influences early school

drop out, hence affects the future gainful employment due to Ilow
level of education. Also, young age at marriage is found to lessen
the expected fTamily sustainance skills and hence affects the couples

power to reason and to tolerate for the simple reason of marriage
unpreparedness and its related heavy responsibilities. Thus the
government should institute and declare a legally acceptable age at
marriage taking into account all round socio-cultural and biological

development of the spouse.

Also, the government should make sure that all religious educa-
tion and ethnical issues are geared towards a successful family unit.
For example, just like other studies which have been carried out
Moslem communities were found to experience higher marital dissolu-
tion may be due to separation or divorce and risks of early child-
bearing due to early age at marriage as a result of laxed laws. But
it is plausible to suggest an intensification of Christian religious
education and ethnics to reinforce moral restrain among couples and
to discourage the incidence of divorce or separation, after all,
cases of dissolution is experienced even amongst the Protestant and
Catholic churches. Thus there’s need for the government to withdraw
the handling of the divorce or separation cases from the churches
instead churches should only be left with reconciliatory role and
other related socio-economic support development issues.

Several studies cited in the literature review revealed a
desired income and work pattern which influence marital stability.

Explicitly stated, unemployed single woman exposed to greater

209



economic insecurity, are likely to rush into early marriages through

peer or group influence or child betrothal. Moreover, unemployed and

illiterate women who are married are mostly found in polygamous
unions - which have a lot of marital contradictions such as
jealousy, and large familial pressures. Also the unemployed women

who become premaritally pregnant often rush into marriage without
serious plan or considerations, hence posses high chance of marital

dissolution. So, a policy of welfare assistance to get something to

do in such cases should be looked into or the government should
insist on or provide vocational training for women before and after

marriage for the sake of the family welfare and stability.

Finally, there is need for a general health care with specific
emphasis on adulthood effects which may lead to adult mortality
inorder to raise the life expectancy of the population. Also a
policy should be addressed towards areas such as, and incidences
associated with adolescent marriages and births. Hence these can
avert mortality which may lead to widowhood of the concerned couples.
6.4 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE RESEARCH

Following also the findings of this study, it is recommended
that research should be conducted to investigate the following areas:

(@ There is need to carry out a research to see the impact and
level of divorce, separation and widowhood separately in Kenya and
the role they play on fertility levels and trends.

() Also, there’s need to identify how changing individual and
societal perceptions due to migration influence family norms (family
formation and dissolution) in areas where marital dissolution is high

specifically and other areas in general and suggest solutions to the
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problem.

© Lastly research should be carried on the ethnic variations
in marital dissolution thus capture the proper socio-cultural and
other related aspects influencing marital dissolution.

6.5 APPENDIX

(1) STEPS IN CONSTRUCTING MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION LIFE TABLE

| - The duration from marriage to interview and from marriage to
dissolution (if the marriage was dissolved) is recorded for all ever
- married women.

So, the dissolution rate for the first year of marriage, 190, Iis
found as the proportion of marriages that were dissolved within the
first year among all marriages that began one or more years before
the interview. More recent marriages are omitted, since their one-
year dissolution rates would not be known at the time of the survey.

Il - For the proportion dissolved during the second year, Igl, women
whose marriages ended iIn the first year are dropped from the denomi-
nator, together WiFh women whose marriages began in the two years
; >
before the interb#gw. The remainder comprises women at risk of
dissolution during the second year, among whom the proportion whose
marriages are dissolved is the desired rate.
111 - To get the cumulative proportion dissolved after the two years,
the chance of marriages being dissolved iIn the first year and the
chance of marriages being dissolved in the second year after continu-
ing through the first year are added. This can be expressed as
follows:-
Ig0 + (1-190) . Iqgl.

IV - The Rates for later years are found by the same process or
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procedure.
(ii) PROCEDURE OF STEPWISE SELECTION
Stepwise selection procedures are forward in nature,

but differ from other sequential methods in that the decision to
include a predictor is not irreversible.
STEPS TAKEN IN A STEPWISE SELECTION PROCEDURE
I - Calculate the correlations of all the predictor variables with
the dependent variable. As the Ffirst variable to enter the regres-
sion, select the one most highly correlated with the criterion. Let
Xj_ denote the selected predictor variable.
Il - Regress Y on , the selected predictor variable.
Retain X~ in the fitted model if the overall F-test shows that the
regression equation is statistically significant.
111 - Calculate the partial correlation coefficients of all the
variables not in the regression equation with the criterion. Select
as the next variance to enter the one with the highest partial corre-
lation coefficient. Denote the selected predictor variable by Xj.
IV - With both X* and Xj in the model, compute the regression
equation. Retain the new variable Xj in the regression equation if
its partial F-value is statistically significant as compared to
critical tabulated (@ - a ) - values under the F - distribution with
land n - 2 - 1 d.f. Next check to see whether X warrants retention
in a model that already includes X , In other words check the
contribution that X would have made if XjJj had been entered fFirst.

Compare the partial F-value of with the critical @ - a )
value under the F-distribution with 1 and n-2-1 d.f.

Retain the variable X in the regression equation i
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already includes xj , if its partial F-values is statistically
significant at the predetermined level.

V - Now select as the next variable to enter, the one most highly
correlated with the dependent variable, given that the variables
and Xj are already 1iIn the regression equation. Denote this
predictor variable by Xk .

VI - Enter the new variable Xk into the model, and compute

the regression equation including X , Xj and Xk . The

decisions as to whether:-

1. Xk should be included in the regression given that

and Xj are already in;

2. X1 > warrants retention in the model given that Xj and

Xk have been already included; and

3. Xj warrants retention in the model given that X~ and

Xk have already been included can be made on the basis of the par-
tial F-values of the three variables.

Note: IFf the lowest partial F-value was for variable X , the

first variable to enter, and if its value was less than the critical
@ - a )- valueunder the F-distribution with 1 and n-3-1 d.f.then
removeX™ from the regression equation. This leaves X and 3»
in the model. Now recompute the regression equation and examine the
partial F-values associated with these two variables for possible
deletion.

VIl - The stepwise procedure continues in a similar fashion. Termina-
tion occurs when no variable can be either entered or removed from
the regression equation.

Thus the method was used in this research to determine an opti-



mal combination of independent variables, with the thoroughness of
"all possible regressions. Here the independent variables were
examined at each stage to identify any that have become superfluous
following the introduction of subsequent items or to permit use of
previously rejected variables. In so doing stepwise regression takes

particular note of the problems of multicollinearity.

214



6.6 BIBLIOGRAPHY

1. Alvin, T. Onaka and Yaukey, D. 1973. Reproduction time lost

due to sexual union dissolution in San Jose, Costa Rica®

Population Studies. Vol.27: pp-457-465.

2. Angela Molnos, 1973: ™"Social and Environmental [limits to many
children”. Cultural Source Materials for population planning in E.
Africa Vol. 111. Belifs and Practices. E. African publishing House.
Nairobi .

3. Ayiemba, E.H.O. 1983. (P.H.D Thesis): Nuptial determinants of
fertility in Western Kenya. Nairobi University.

4. Atieno, A.0. 1976. Divorce iIn Luo Community with particular
reference to the county of East Ugenya Location. Under-

graduate dissertation for LLB. University of Nailrobi.

5. Amemiya, T. 1974. Multiple Regression and Simultaneous

Equation Models when the dependent variables are truncated

normal. Econometrica, Vol.42: pp.499-1012.

6. Bogue, D.J 1969. Principles of Demography. New York:

John Wiley and Sons.

7. Bumpass, L.L and Sweet, S.A 1972. Differentials in Marital
Instability. American Sociological Review. Vol.37: pp.754-

766.

8. Blake, J 1955. Family Instability and reproductive

behaviour in Jamaica. Milbank Memorial Fund current

research in Human fertility. New York: pp-24-41.

9. Benard, J 1966. Marital stability and patterns of status
variables. Journals of marriage and the family. Vol ._28:

pp .421-429.

215



10. Becker, G.S, Elizabeth, M.L, and Robert T.M 1977. An
Economic Analysis of marital Instability. Journal of
Political Economy. Vol.35: pp.1141-1187.
11. Becker, G.S 1973. A theory of marriage: part L. Journal
of political economy, yol,glj-gA?,
12. Concepcion, M.B 1974. A demographic view of the World
Population Plan of Action. International Union for
Scientific Study of Population. Lecture series on

N
population. Buche:rest . ”
13. Carter, H and Glick, P.C 1973. Marriage and divorce. A
Social and Economic Study, Havard University Press.
14. Cutright, P. 1971. Income and Family events: Marital
Stability. Journal of marriage and the family, Vol.33: pp.
291-306.
15. Coale, D.J and Demeny, P 1966. Regional model life tables
and stable populations. Princeton: Princeton University
Press.
16. Cherlin, A. 1977. The effect of children on marital
dissolution. Demography. Vol.14: pp.265-272.
17. Christensen, H.T and Meissner, H_H 1953. premarital
pregnancy as a factor in divorce. American Sociological
review. Vol .18: pp.641-644.
18. Coombes, L.E and Zumeta, Z 1970. correlates of marital
dissolution in prospective fertility study. A research

note, social problems. Vol,13: pp.92-102.

216



19. Corcoran, M. 1979. The economic consequences of marital
dissoluton for women in the middle years. Sex roles. Vol .5:
pp - 345-353.
20. Cox, D.R 1972. Regression model, and life tables. Journal
of the Royal Statistical Society, Series. B34: pp.187-220.
21. Caldwell, J.C 1966. The erosion of the family: A study of
the Fente family in Ghana. Population Studies. Vol.10 No.l:

pp-5-26.
2. Draper, N.R and Smith, H. 1966. Applied Regression Analysis.
London. John Wiley.
23. Dixon, R.B 1970. The social and demographic determinants of
marital postponement and celibacy. A comparative study. Ph.D
thesis. University of California at Barkelev mineograoh.
24. Du Mouchel, W and Duncan, G.S 1983. Using Sample Survey weights
in multiple regression analysis of stratified samples. Journal of
the American Statistical Association. .78: pp.535-543.
25. Espenshade, T. 19679. The Economic consequences of divorce:
Jourunal of marriage and the family. Vol.41: pp.615-625.
26. Esterlin, R.A_, 1969: "Towards a Socio-Economic Theory of
Fertility: A Survey of Research on Economic Factors in America
Fertility”. Fertility and Family Planning: A World View. eds. S.J.
benham, et al. University of Michigan press, Ann Arbor.
27. Ferris, A.L 1970. An indicator of marriage cohort. Social
forces. Vol .48: pp-356-364.
28. Furstenberg, F 1976. Premarital pregnancy and marital

stability, Journal of social issues. Vol.32: pp.67-86.

217



29. Goode W.J 1962. Marital satisfaction and instability. A
cross-cultural class analysis of divorce rates. Inter-
national Science. Journal. Vol.14: pp.507-526.

30. ——————— 1963. World revolution and family patterns.
New York: Free press.

31. Grebenik, E. and Hill, A. 1974. International demographic
terminology. Fertility, Family Planning and Nuptiality.
International Union for the Scientific Study of Population.

No .4: pp-41-53..pa

32. Glass, D.V 1963. Introductory comments: session on marriage,
divorce and widowhood. International Population Conference.
Vol,2 (New York 1961): London.

33. Hirschman, C et al 1971. A new look at marriage markets

and nuptiality rates 1915-1958. Demography. Vol.18: pp.549- 568.
34. Holford, T.R 1976. Life table with concomitat information.
Biometrics. Vol.32: pp.587-597.

35. Hoffman, S.D 1977. Marital Instability and the Economic
Status of Women. Demography. Vol.1l4: pp.67-76.

36. Hampton, R. 1975. Marital disruption: Some social and
economic consequences, pp-163-187 in Greg, J. Duncan and
Mogran, J.N (eds).

37. Huber, J. and Glenna, S. 1980. Considering divorce: An
expansion of Beckers theory of marital instability. American

Journal of Sociology. Vol.86: pp.75-89.

218



38. Jacobson, P.H 1950. Differentials in divorce by duration of

marriage and size of the family. American Sociological

review. Vol ,15: pp.235-244.

39. Kitagawa, E.M 1955. Components of a difference between two

roles: Journal of American Statistical Association. Vol._50:

pp-1168-1194.

40. Lincoln, H.D 1964. patterns of divorce iIn Australia and the

United States. American Sociological review. Vol.29 No.4:

pp -509.

41. Levinger, G. 1965. Marital cohesiveness and dissolution:

An integrative review. Journal of marriage and the family. Vol,?27:

pp -19-28.

42. Lorimer Frank, 1954: Culture and Human Fertility: A Study of the

Relation of Conditions to Fertility 1in Non-Industrial and

Transitional Societies. UNESCO Publication, Parish.

43. Menken, J; Trussel, J; Stempel, D; and Babako, 0. 1981. An
illustrative analysis of socio-demographic influences of

marriage dissolution in the United States. Demography Vol _18: pp

181-200.

44_. Mertens, W. 1965. Methodological aspects of the

construction of nuptiality tables. Demography. 2(31. pp:

317-348.

45. McCarthy, J and Menken, J. 1979. Marriage, remarriage, marital

disruption and age at first birth. Family Planning

Perspective. Vol. 11: pp.21-30.

219



46. Malaker, C.R 1975. Socio-economic and demographic correlates of
marriage patterns in India. Demography. India, No.4

Vol .2: pp-323-335.

47. Murphy, M.J 1985. Demographic and Socio-economic influences

on recent British marital breakdown patterns. Population

Studies, Vol,39: pp.441-460.

48. Michael, R.T 1978. The rise of divorce rates 1960-1974:
Age-specific components. Demography. Vol _.15: pp.177-182.

49. Monahan, T.P 1955. is childlessness related to family

stability. American Sociological review. Vol_20: pp.446-556.

50. Mott, F.L and Sylvia, F.M 1979. The causes of marital

disruption among young American women. An Inter-disciplinary
perspective. Journal of marriage and the family, Vol_.41: pp.355-

365.

51. Namboodiri, K.N., 1972: ™"The Integrative Portential of a
Fertility Model: An Analytical Test"™ Population Studies Vol. 26.

No.3. November, 1972, pp 465 - 486.

52. Nerlove Marc, 1974: "Household and Economy: Towards a new Theory

of Population and Economic Grouth in marriage, Family and Human
Capital, ans fertility”. Journal of Political Economy Vol. 82 No. 2.

Part 111. S200 - S480 - University of Chicago Press, Chicago.

53. Omondi - Ahawo, D.P.T. 1982: ™"Age at First Birth and Age at First

Marriage: A Study of Adolescent Fertility in Kenya". (M.A. Thesis,

University of nairobi), Nairobi.

220



54. Preston, S.H 1975. Estimating the proportion of American
marriages that end in divorce. American sociological methods.

and research. Vol.3: pp-435-460.

55. Pressat, R 1968. Nuptiality. International encvclopidia H T

the social sciences. Vol.ll: pp.224-226.

??. Ropetto, R. 1972: ™"Son Preference and fertility behavior in
Developing Countries'”. Studies in Family Planning. No. JL> April,
1972

56. Schultz T. Paul and Julie Da Vanzo, 1970: Analysis of
Demographic Change in East Pakistan: A Study of Retrospective- Survey.
Data. The Rand Corporation Publication, santa Monica, California.

57. Schultz T. W., 1973: "New Enomic Approaches to Fertility",
proceedings of a Conference, June 8-9, 1972 in Jounal of Political
Economy Vol. 81. Part 11

58. Shryock, H.S; Siagel, J.S; and associates 1973. The methods and
Materials of Demography. Vol.2 Chap.19: Marriage and

Divorce. U.S Bureau of the census, Washington, D.C: U.S

Government printing office.

59. Smith, D.P 1980. Life table Analysis. World Fertility

Survey: Technical Bulletin.

60. Sweet, J and Bumpass, L.L 1974. Differentials in marital
instability of black population. Plvon. Vol .35: pp-323-331.

61. Thornton, A. 1978. Marital dissolution, remarriage, and
childbearing. Demography, Vol.15: pp.361-380.

62. ———————- 1977. Children and marital stability. Journal of.

marriage and the family. Vol.39: pp.531-540.

221



Hsixy n
LInKARYNAIKO&i
63. Trussel, J and Hammerslough, 1983. A hazards model analysis
of the covariates of infant and child mortality in Srilanka.
Demography. Vol. 20: pp-1-26.
64. Udri, J.R. 1974: The Social Context of marriage (3rd Edition).
Philadephia: Lippincott.
65. United Nations, 1974: World population conference Proceedings.
Vol. 1. 1974. Bucharest
66. Van de walle, E. 1968. Marriages in African censuses and
Enquiries. In William Brass et al (eds.), The demography
of Tropical Africa: Princeton, Princeton University Press.
67. Wainaina, S.N 1980. Divorce and its impact on society in
Kenya. Under-graduate dissertation for LLB.
68. Weed, J.A 1974. Age at marriage as a factor iIn state divorce
differentials. Demography, Vol.11: pp.361-375.
69. Weiss, R.S 1974. The impact of marital dissolution on
income and consumption of single parents household. Journal
of marriage and the lfarr?ily, Vol ,46: pp-.115-127.
70. Yaukey, D. 1969: "On Theorizing About Fertility'”. The American

Sociologist. February. 1969, Vol. 4 No. 2. Page 100 - 103.

ciTY OF » QB’

222



