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LONG GYNAECOLOGICAL COMMENTARY----
A 10 YE..I\R REVIE'i1J OFI'IDT{I'ALITY DUE TO ABORrIO~ ill KEt\YATI'A NATIo.W,L

HOSPITAL (1974 - 1983)

SUM1ARY:

A ret.rospect.ive analysis of 95 abortion deaths which occured ill Kenyattc.
i\ational Hospital (Kt.'TLcI) between 1974 and 1983 is prs.sent.ed, '80%of me ,:, L",;

abortion deaths were .iriduced or likely to be induced and 9';.4.%of 'those'

induced di<::dof septic abortion and its complications. The average d.i:ortlon
death rate over the 10 year period was h.iqh; 3 abort.Londeaths pel:' 1000 ',..,
abortion admissions. The study conf irma :..JlCl.tthe adol.escent; girls, the I tl

ururerr.ied, FOJ.L' and ur-smpl.oyed wanenare mos·tlyaf fcct.ed , The strain on

the hospital resources and hence the taxpayer has been cited. The mean
hospital stay I that is ::-hemeanadnuss.ion - dcat.h vint.erva.lW<1S 12 Gays.

INTRODUC'TION:

Fran 30 to 50 million abortions are es+irrat.ed +o take place annual.Iy

throughout the worLd and about half of tL2~.'.ale illegal; rrore than half

take place .i.n the developing countries (JJ. Al.thouohthe real status of
.. Ll.Leqr.Labortion :'8 not kno-zn, it is generally acce..ced that. as t__he under--'

developed.ccrrrnmi.t.Ie.s beccmes involvecl ii! the +rans.tt.Lonal,precess of

- devel.opmerrt.,an .increasinc Lnczdenceof induced aboi.t.ion occur (2). In nos+

of the Afri.ca.llCount.ri.es abort.Lon is illegal, .but th~ numberof abortions

lS baLi.evedro be very high in the expandi.nqurban aFeas (3,4,5).. 'Ine
.~;y

.increase in the numberof womenhospitalized. for abortion complicaUons

indicates a real increase in the incidence of abortion (6). Today nevr

at.tention is focus.inq on the heaLth pronIemof wcmen, J!.. major cause cf
-death amonqwomenof reproductive age in .:'levelopi.:."',;count.r.i.es is .i.Ll.eqa.ii.y

Induced abortion. J::' is estimated that LLl.eqcL abortion in devel.opinq
countries kills 1 of every 1000 to 2000 C;iJ.'j(::'S induced (1). Somedeve'lop.inq

countries have realized +he increaslng incidence and the serious hazarx'c of

.il.Leqal,aborUon. In this connection several research and conferences heve

spnmg up to define ·e.heprobl.emand attc:lIT;d:.+o rech.V'Etile morbidity and

mortali ty of illegal abortion. A stud-yon Ulegal abortions in selected
African ('A3r,i~~lCities in 1976 looked at; hospital admi.sai.or, records fo:c

di.aqnosts and estimation of the Lnc.i.denccof illegal abor't.i.onand rhe

characcer.i st.Ics of wonenhosni.t.a.li.zed for aDortion ccmpl.Ications by types,

age, mar.i.LaLs tat.us, petrity r li v.i.nqchi.Idron, gestational aqo, use of


